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THE  OBJECT  OF  A  CHRISTIAN'S  DESIRE  IN 
RELIGIOUS  WORSHIP. 


SERMON  17. 


Exodus  xxxiii.  i8* 


Arid  he  saidy  I  beseech  thee^  shew  me  thy  Glory. 

THESE  are  the  words  of  an  Old  Teftament  Saint;  of 
that  Mofes,  who,  as  a  fervant,  was  faithful  over  all 
the  houfe  of  God.  True  piety  is  the  fame  in  fubftance  in 
all  ages,  and  points  at  one  thing  as  its  centre  and  its  reft, 
the  knowledge  and  enjoyment  of  God.  In  the  preceding 
verfes,  Mofes  had  been  employed  in  earneft  prayer  and 
interceffion  for  the  people  of  IfraeL  He  had  met  with 
fuccefs  and  acceptance  in  thefe  requefls ;  for  it  is  faid>  in 
the  14th  verfe,  **  My  prefcnce  fhall  go  with  thee,  and  I 
"  will  give  thee  reft."  And  in  the  17th,  **  And  the  Lord 
^'  faid  unto  Mofes,  I  will  do  this  thing  alfo  that  thou  haft 
**  fpoken ;  for  thou  haft  found  grace  in  my  fight,  and  I 
**  know  thee  by  name."  The  condefcenfion  of  a  gracious 
God,  though  it  fatisfies,  does  not  extinguifti  the  defires 
of  his  faints,  but  rather  makes  them  more  ardent  and  im- 
portunate ;  for  he  immediately  adds,  in  the  words  of  the 
text,  1  beseech  thee^  shew  me  thy  glory.  It  is  highly  pro- 
bable,  from  what  follows,  that  this  delire  included  mofe 
than  was  proper  for  the  prefent  ftate ;  yet  fuch  a  difcove- 
ry  as  was  poffible,  or  could  be  ufeful  to  him,  is  gracioufly 
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promifcd,  "  And  he  faid,  1  will  make  all  my  goodneis  pafs 
*'  before  thee ;  and  I  will  proclaim  the  name  of  the  Lord 
"  before  thee ;  and  will  be  gracious  to  whom  I  will  be 
"  gracious,  and  will  fhew  mercy  on  whom  I  will  fhew 
**  mercy." 

My  dear  brethren,  it  is  our  diftinguifhed  privilege,  that 
we  have  daily  unmolefted  accefs  to  the  houfe  and  ordinan- 
ces of  God.  We  ought  to  rejoice,  that  we  have  fo  many 
clear  and  exprefs  promifes  of  the  divine  prefence,  in  New 
Teftament  worfliip.  But  what  caufe  have  we  to  be  a- 
Ihamed,  that  we  are  fo  exceeding  prone  to  flop  fhort  in 
the  thereftiold,  to  content  ourfelves  with  the  mere  form,in- 
ftead  ofearneftly  breathing  after  real,  inward,  and  fenfible 
Communion  with  God  ?  I  have  therefore  chofen  this  fub- 
jeft,  in  tb€  view  of  that  folemn  ordinance,  Tbe  Lord's 
Supper^  where  we  have  a  fenfible  reprefentation  of  Chrift 
crucified,  the  great  mean  of  our  accefs  to  God,  that  we 
may  ferve  him  on  that  occafion  particularly,  and  the  re- 
maining part  of  our  lives  habitually,  in  fpirit  and  in  truth. 
And,  Oh,  that  we  may  have  daily  more  experience  of  the 
fweetnefs  and  benefit  of  his  fervice  on  earth !  and  may 
daily  long  more  for  that  time,  when  we  fhall  ferve  him  in 
a  manner  infinitely  more  perfedl  and  joyful  in  his  temple 
above ! 

In  difcourfing  on  this  fubjeft,  I  propofe,  in  dependance 
on  divine  ftrength. 

I.  To  ex  plain  what  is  the  objeftof  a  faint's  defire,  when 
he  faith  in  the  words  of  Mofes^  I  beseech  thee^  shew  vie 
thy  glory.  ^ 

II.  To  improve  the  fubjefl — particularly  by  pointing 
out  what  is  the  mofl  proper  preparation  for  fuch  a  difco- 
very. 

I.  Then,  I  am  to  explain  what  is  the  objeft  of  a  faint*^ 
defire,  when  he  faith,  in  the  words  of  Mofes,  I  beseech 
thee^  shew  me  thy  glory.  It  is  very  probable,  from  the 
pftflage  following  the  text,  which  I  have  read,  that  Mofes 
hki  fome  regard  to  the  fenfible  appearance,  which,  in  that 
difpenfation,  did  often  accompany  or  notify  the  imme- 
4iate  prefence  of  the  angel  of  the -covenant     He  defired, 
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probably,  to  be  flrengthened  for  beholding  ftedfafily  the 
Shcchinach,  or  bright  and  luminous  cloud  which  Ibme- 
times  appeared  over  the  tabernacle,  and,  by  its  glorious 
luftre,  tended  to  afFeft  the  mind  with  a  fenfe  of  the  power 
and  fovereignty  of  the  Lord  Jehovah.  But  this,  furely, 
was  not  all ;  for  this,  in  itfelf,  was  only  a  fubfidiary  mean 
which  ferved  to  carry  their  views  to  the  real  and  Spiritual 
glory  of  God.  To  the  laft  therefore,  we  Ihall  confine  our 
attention,  as  to  what  the  gofpel  particularly  opens  to  us, 
and  what  believers  are  enabled,  by  faith,  to  apprehend. 

When  Chriftians,  then,  defire  to  fee  the  glory  of  God,  it 
ieems  chiefly  to  imply  the  following  things  :  i.  They  de- 
fir^  to  fee  the  glory  of  an  eternal  independent  God  ;  they 
dcflre  t^f^e  the  only  living  and  true  God  in  his  own  in- 
herent  ekcellence  and  infinite  perfeftion.  God  is  thd 
fource  and  fum  of  all  excellence ;  or,  in  the  language  of 
the  Pfalmift,  "  the  perfedlion  of  beauty.**  Every  thing 
noble  or  beautiful  in  the  creature,  is  only  a  faint  ray  from 
the  falnefs  of  the  Creator's  glory.  Therefore  he  is  the 
proper  objeft  of  the  higheft  efteem,  and  mod  profound  ve- 
neration, of  every  reafonable  creature.  The  vifion  and 
fruition  of  God  conftitute  the  employment  and  happinefs 
of  heaven :  and  even  here,  while  they  are  in  preparation 
for  the  higher  houfe,  the  faints  defire  fuch  a  difcovery  of 
the  divine  glory  as  their  condition  will  admit  of,  and  take 
pleafure  in  contemplating  his  nature,  as  revealed  to  them 
both  in  his  word  and  in  his  works.  They  dwell  with 
adoring  wonder,  on  all  his  attributes,  which  are  boundlefs 
and  unfearchable :  the  immenfity  of  his  being,  who  fills 
heaven  and  earth  with  his  prefence,  who  feeth  in  fecret, 
and  firom  whom  the  thickeft  darknefs  cannot  cover  us  ; 
his  irrefiflible  power,  "  who  fpake,  and  it  was  done,  who 
**  commanded,  and  it  ftood  faft  ;'* — who  called  this  great 
univerfe  out  of  nothing  into  being,  *•  who  doth  in  the  army 
"  of  heaven,  and  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  what- 
**  ever  feems  good  unto  him  :"  his  infinite  holinefs  and 
purity,  **  with  whom  evil  cannot  dwell,  nor  finners  Hand 
**  in  his  prefence  ;  who  looketh  to  the  moon,  and  it  Ihineth 
"  not,  to  the  ftars,  and  they  are  not  pure  in  his  fight  :'* 
his  infinite  wifdom,  "  who  worketh  all  things  according 
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**  to  his  will,  who  bringeth  the  counfel  of  the  heathen  to 
^^  nought,  and  makes  the  devices  of  the  people  of  none 
*^  effeft  :"  bis  boundlefs  goodnefs,  which  fills  the  earthy 
and  flows  in  plenteous  ilreams  to  all  the  creatures  of  his 
power. 

But,  perhaps,  fome  are  faying,  what  is  there  extraordi- 
nary or  peculiar  in  all  this  ?  is  it  not  clearly  revealed  in 
the  word  of  God  ?  can  any  Chriftian  be  ignorant  of  it  ? 
If  Moles,  in  that  early  difpenfation,  dcfired  a  difcovery  of 
the  divine  perfeftions,  nothing  of  that  kind  is  wanting  to 
us,  who,  fince  tlie  fulnefs  of  time,  have  fo  complete  a  reve- 
lation in  the  New  Teftament.  But,  my  brethren,  I  muft 
beg  of  you  to  obferve  thefe  two  things : 

1.  That  there  is  in  the  fulnefs  of  the  Godhead  an  in- 
finite and  endlefs  variety  even  for  the  employment  of  our 
intelleftual  powers.  Well  might  Zophar,  in  the  book  of 
Job,  fay,  Job  xi.  7,  8,  9,  "  Canft  thou,  by  fearching,  find 
**  out  God  ?  canft  thou  find  out  the  Almighty  unto  perfec- 
"  tion  ?  It  is  as  high  as  heaven,  what  canft  thou  do  ? 
"  deeper  than  hell,  what  canft  thou  know  ?  the  meafure 
♦'  thereof  is  longer  than  the  earth,  and  broader  than  the 
"  fea." 

2.  That  the  real  and  proper  knowledge  of  the  glory  of 
God  is  by  inward  and  fpiritual  illumination.  The  holy 
Scriptures  themfelves,  however  clear  a  difcovery  they  con- 
tain  of  the  nature  of  God,  are  no  better  than  a  fealed  book 
to  many  even  of  the  greateft  comprehenfion  of  mind.  It 
is  one  thing  to  think,  and  fpeak,  and  reafon  on  the  perfec- 
tions of  God,  as  an  objedl  of  fcience,  and  another  to  glori- 
fy him  as  God,  or  to  have  a  deep  and  awful  impreffion  of 
him  upon  our  hearts.  Real  believers  will  know  this  by 
experience.  A  difcovery  of  the  glory  of  God,  is  not  to 
inform  theln  of  a  truth  which  they  never  heard  before,  but 
to  give  lively  penetrating  views  of  the  meaning  and  im^ 
portance  of  thofe  truths  of  which  they  had,  perhaps,  heard 
and  fpoken  time's  without  number.  Sometimes  one  word 
fpoken  of  the  Eternal,  the  Almighty,  the  Holy  One,  will 
be  carried  home  upon  the  confcience  and  heart  with  fuch 
irrefiftible  force,  as  to  fliew  them  more  of  God  than  ever 
they  had  feen  before.  O  what  a  difierence  is  there  between 
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the  way  in  which  we  ufe  the  fame  words  in  prayer  or 
praife,  at  one  time,  and  at  another !  None  but  downright 
atheifts  will  deny  the  omnifcience  and  omniprefence  of 
God ;  but  how  far  is  this  general  acknowledgment  from 
that  overwhelming  fenfe  of  his  prefence  which  believers 
have  fometimes  in  his  worfliip  in  public  or  in  fecret. 
What  a  new  fenfe  of  God's  prefence  had  Jacob  at  Bethel, 
when  he  faid,  Gen.  zxviii.  i6,  17,  ^^  Surely  the  Lord  is 
*^  in  this  place,  and  I  knew  it  not :  and  he  was  afraid, 
^^  and  faid,  how  dreadful  is  this  place  ?  this  is  none  other 
^^  but  the  houie  of  God,  and  this  is  the  gate  of  heaven  !^' 
What  a  fenfe  of  God's  prefence  had  Hagar,  Gen.  xvi.  13, 
when  ^^  ihe  called  the  name  of  the  Lord  that  fpake  unco 
^^  her,  thou,  God  feed  me ;  for,  (he  faid,  have  I  alfo  here 
"  looked  after  him  that  feeth  me  i"  or  Job  when  he  ex- 
preiTes  himfelf  thus.  Job  xlii.  5,  6,  ^'  I  have  heard  of  thee 
**  by  the  hearing  of  the  ear ;  but  now  mine  eye  feeth  thee. 
"  Wherefore  I  abhor  my felf,  and  repent  in  duft  and  aflies  ?" 

I  (hall  only  further  obferve,  that  it  plainly  appears  that 
this  difcoveiy  of  the  glory  of  God,  belongs  only  to  his  own 
people.  Wicked  men  are  faid,  in  fcripture,  to  be  fuch 
as  know  not  God.  They  are  alfo  defcribed  a  little  differ- 
endy,  as  not  having  God  in  all  their  thoughts ;  not  but 
that  wicked  men  may  have  a  general  or  cuftomary  belief, 
in  the  being  and  perfections  of  God,  but  becaufe  they 
have  not  that  intimate  fenfe  of  his  prefence,  that  difcove- 
ry  of  the  glory  and  amiablenefs  of  his  perfections,  which 
is  peculiar  to  his  own  children.  .  Even  the  natural  per- 
fections of  God,  his  power  and  wifdom,  canijot  be  beheld 
with  fuch  veneration  by  any,  as  by  thofe  who  are  fenfible 
of  their  obligations  to  ferve  him.  But  above  all,  the  glo- 
ry of  his  infinite  holinefs  and  juflice  can  never  be  fcen, 
but  by  thofe  who  defire  to  fubmit  to  it ;  nor  the  glory  of 
his  infinite  mercy,  but  by  thofe  who  fee  themfelves  in- 
debted to  it.     This  leads  me  to  obferve, 

2.  That  the  believer  defires  to  fee  the*  glory  of  a  graci- 
ous and  reconciled  God,  not  only  infinitely  glorious  in 
himfelf,  but  infinitely  merciful  to  him.  This  view  ought 
never  to  be  feparated  from  the  former.  Take  away  the 
divine  mercy,  and  the  luftre  of  his  other  perfections  is  too 
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ftrong  for  us  to  behold.  The  power,  wifdom,  hoHncfs  an4 
juftice  of  God,  feparatcd  from  his  mercy,  fpeak  nothing 
but  unmixed  terror  to  the  guilty.  It  is  very  probable,  that 
there  was  fomething  in  the  defire  of  Mofes,  in  the  text, 
according  to  his  own  view,  ignorant  and  unadvifed  ;  but 
God  granted  his  requeft  only  in  fuch  a  way  as  could  be 
ufeful  to  him.  Wlien  he  fays,  I  beseech  tbee  sbew  me  thy 
glory ^x\\t  anfwer  is  in  the  following  terms,  **Iwill  make  all 
*'  my  goodnefs  pafs  before  thee ;  and  I  will  proclaim  the 
**  name  of  the  Lord  before  thee.  And  I  will  be  gracious 
*'  to  whom  I  will  be  gracious,  and  will  fliew  mercy  on 
"  whom  I  will  fliew  mercy,"  And  again,  it  is  faid  in  the 
following  chapter,  6,  7,  verfes,  "  And  the  Lord  paffed  by 
**  before  him,  and  proclaimed,  the  Lord,  the  Lord  God, 
•*^  merciful  and  gracious,  long-fuffering  and  abundant  in 
"  goodnefs  and  truth.  Keeping  mercy  for  thoufands, 
**  forgiving  iniquity,  and  tranfgreffion,  and  fin :  and  that 
**  will  by  no  means  clear  the  guilty,  vifiting  the  iniquity  of 
**  the  fathers  upon  the  children,  and  upon  the  childrens 
**  children,  unto  the  third  and  fourth  generation.'* 

We  may  alfo  fee,  that  in  the  whole  difpenfation  of  di- 
vine grace  to  men,  God  is  reprefented  as  coming  under  a 
peculiar  relation  to  them  ;  and  they  are  called  not  only  to 
ierve  him  as  tJod,  but  to  truft  in  him  as  their  God.  Eve- 
ry hearer  mud  be  fenfible,  how  effential  this  is  to  a  be- 
liever's defire,  of  feeing  the  glory  of  God.  He  cannot 
confider  him  as  God  over-all,  without,  at  the  fame  time, 
remembering,  that  he  is  ,one  with  whom  he  hath  to  do. 
There  is  alfo  a  neceffity  here  peculiar  to  ourfelves.  The 
holy  angels  confider  him  as  their  Maker  and  their  happi- 
nefs  :  but  the  children  of  Adam  muft  confider,  not  only 
his  goodnefs  to  the  innocent,  but  his  mercy  to  the  guilty. 
This  glory  of  God  (hines  brightly,  and  Ihines  only  in  the 
face  of  Jefus  Chrift.  God  we  are  told,  "  dwelleth  in  light 
*'  which  no  man  can  approach  unto.  No  man  hath  feen 
"  God  at  any  tiirte  ;  but  the  only  begotten  of  the  father, 
**  he  hath  declared  him."  In  this  wonderful  difpenfation, 
indeed,  all  the  perfections  of  God  are  found  united  ;  but 
above  all,  "  Grace  and  mercy  Ihine  and  reign  through 
^  righteoufnefs,  by  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord. 
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Here  I  muft  add,  that  the  believer  not  only  defires  to 
iee  the  glory  of  God's  mercy,  in  general,  as  difplayed  in 
the  gofpel,  in  which  he  may  have  a  fliare,  but  to  take  an  ap- 
propriating vietV  of  itf  as  what  he  hath  a  clear  right  and 
title  to  call  his  own.  Doubtlefs  the  mercy  of  God  is  pub^ 
lifliedf  oflfering  falvation  to  the  chief  of  finners.  It  is  their 
duty  to  accept  of  it ;  it  is  their  intereft  to  cleave  to  it. 
But  they  are  many  times  deterred  by  what  they  fee  in 
God,  they  are  many  times  difcouraged  by  what  they  feel 
in  tbemfelves,  and  are  afraid  to  aflert  their  title  to  fo  great 
a  blefling.  But  when,  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  they  are  ena- 
bled to  fee  the  infinite  price  paid  for  their  redemption,  in 
the  crofs  of  Chrift  ;  when  they  fee  the  riches  of  divine 
grace,  in  the  crofs  Chrift ;  when  they  hear  the  urgent  in- 
vitations  to  them  to  believe  in  the  crofs  of  Chrift ;  when 
they  are  enabled  freely  to  renounce  and  quit  hold  of  every 
other  claim ;  when  their  hearts  are  fweetly  conftrained 
by  the  bonds  of  their  Redeemer's  love ;  they  can  then 
look  upon  God  as  their  reconciled  Father,  through  him 
who  hath  made  peace,  by  the  blood  of  his  crofs,  and  fay 
unto  him,  My  Lord!  and  my  God!  What  an  endearing 
view  is  this  of  the  divine  glory,  and  what  ineffable  fatis- 
fa£lion  fprings  from  it,  to  the  foul  ?  What  an  unfpcakable 
confolation  to  thofe  who  have  been  wounded  in  their  fpi- 
rits,  and  grieved  in  their  minds,  when  they  are  enabled 
to  apply  the  encouraging  promifes  of  the  holy  fcriptures  ? 
Ka.  i.  18.  "  Come,  now,  and  let  us  reafon  together,  faith 
**  the  Lord ;  though  your  lins  be  as  fcarlet,  they  fliall  be 
"  as  white  as  fnow  ;  though  they  be  red  like  crimfon, 
^<  they  fliall  be  as  wool.  Ifa.  xliii.  25,  I,  even  I,  am  he 
"  that  blotteth  out  thy  tranfgreffions,  for  mine  own  fake ; 
«*  and  will  not  remember  thy  fins,  xliv.  22.  I  have  blot- 
^*  ted  out  as  a  thick  cloud,  thy  tranfgreffions,  and  as  a 
*'  cloud  thy  finar.  Return  unto  me,  for  I  have  redeemed 
"  thee." 

3.  The  believer  defires*to  fee  the  glory  of  God,  as  an  all- 
fufficient  God.  This  is  a  neceflary  view  of  God,  as  the 
fupport  and  happinefs  of  the  creature,  as  well  as  the 
ilrength-  and  confolation  of  the  fmner. 
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My  brethren,  man  was  made  for  living  upon  God ;  for- 
getting this,  he  firft  went  aftray  from  him.  Self-fufficien- 
cy,  and  a  delufive  fenfe  of  independence,  is  infeparable 
from  a  fmful  ftate.  Convi^ion  levels  a  blow  at  the  foun- 
dation of  this  miftake.  Serious  confideration  (hews  us 
how  infufEcient  we  are  for  our  own  happinefs.  Daily  ex- 
perience difcovers  the  inherent  vanity  of  all  created  com- 
forts in  themfelves,  and  as  feparated  from  God.  When 
the  penitent  returns  to  God,  he  not  only  returns  from  the 
fcrvice  of  other  mailers,  to  him,  as  his  rightfol  Lord;  but 
forfakes  all  forbidden  joys,  and  cleaves  to  God  as  his  hap- 
pinefs, and  reds  in  him  as  his  portion.  Docs  not  this  ap- 
pear  from  the  uniform  language  of  fcripture,  with  regard 
to  both  parts  of  the  covenant  ?  what  belongs  to  God,  and 
what  belongs  to  man.  See  the  tenor  of  an  early  promife 
to  the  father  of  the  faithful,  Gen.  xv.  i.  "  Fear  not 
**  Abram ;  I  am  thy  lliield,  and  thy  exceeding  great  re- 
"  ward."  Multitudes  of  others  are  of  the  fame  import. 
,  The  power  and  providence  of  God,  in  behalf  of  his  peo- 
ple, are  largely  and  beautifoUy  defcribed  in  the  ninety-firft 
Pfalm,  "  He  that  dwelleth  in  the  fecret  place  of  the  Moft 
*'  High,  fhall  abide  under  the  fhadow  of  the  Almighty.  I 
**  will  fay  of  the  Lord,  he -is  my  refuge  and  my  fortrefs; 
"  my  God,  in  him  will  I  truft.  Surely  he  (hall  deliver 
**  thee  from  the  fnare  of  the  fowler,  and  from  the  noifomc 
'*  peftilence.  He  fhall  cover  thee  with  his  feathers,  and 
^  under  his  wings  fhalt  thou  trufl.  His  truth  (hall  be  thy 
*'  fliield  and  buckler,*'  &c.  2  Cor.  vi.  17.  "  Wherefore 
**•  come  out  from  among  them,  and  be  ye  feparate,  faith 
**  the  Lord,  and  touch  not  the  unclean  thing,  and  I  will  re- 
**  ceive  you,  and  will  be  a  father  unto  you,  and  ye  (hall  be 
**  my  fons  and  daughters,  faith  the  Lord  Almighty.*'  On 
the  other  hand,  the  invitation,  or  exhortation  to  return,  is 
ordinarily  preffed  from  the  profit  of  the  change,  Ifa.  Iv.  i. 
"  Ho,  every  one  that  thirlleth !  come  ye  to  the  waters ; 
*'  and  he  that  hath  no  money,  come  ye,  buy  and  eat ;  yea 
"  come,  buy  wine  and  milk,  without  money,  and  without 
"  price."  And,  to  name  no  more  paffages,  when  God 
came  to  eftablifh  the  faith  of  Abraham  in  his  promife,  he 
(ays.  Gen.  xvii.  i,   "  I  am  the  Almighty,"  or  as  it  ought 
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to  be  tranflated,  *'  the  all-fufficient  God :  walk  before  me^ 
*'  and  be  thou  perfeft."  Now,  believers  define  to  fee  the 
glory  of  God,  as  all-fufficient ;  and  all  difcoveries  of  this 
nature  are  attended  with  unfpeakable  complacence  and 
iatisEa£lion.  They  fee  the  glory  of  an  infinite  God  as 
theirs,  and  rejoice  in  the  richnefs  of  their  portion.  Wea- 
ried with  repeated  difappointments,  and  deeply  convinced 
of  the  vanity  of  the  creature,  they  reft  in  him,  as  able  to 
give  them  complete  happinefs;  happinefs  that  will  never 
change !  happinefs  that  will  never  be  exhaufted :  He  that 
hath  chofen  God  as  his  portion,  hath,  as  our  Saviour  beau- 
tifully exprefleth  it,  made  '^  choice  of  that  good  part,  which 
**  cannot  be  taken  away  from  him." 

My  brethren,  we  are  now  come  to  the  very  fubftance 
of  prafUcal  religion.  The  glory  of  an  all-fufficient  God, 
appears  as  more  than  a  balance  to  all  that  pretends  to  rival 
him  in  our  afie&ions ;  to  all  that  we  are  called  to  give  up 
for  his  fake.  When  the  believer  fees  the  fulnefs  of  God, 
then  his  anxiety,  and  diftreffing  fears,  of  every  kind,  "^ 
arc  at  an  end.  Does  he  want  provifion  ?  "  The  earth  is 
"  the  Lord's,  and  the  fulnefs  thereof.  The  young  lions 
"  do  lack  and  fuffisr  hunger ;  but  they  that  feek  the  Lord, 
•*  fliall  not  want  any  good  thing.'*  Does  he  want  friends  ? 
God  is  able  to  make  his  enemies  to  be  at  peace  with  him. 
Does  he  want  any  outward  comfort  ?  God  is  able  to  pro. 
cure  it,  or  make  him  happy  without  it.  Not  to  mention 
particulars ;  the  triumph  of  faith,  in  this  view,  is  to  attain 
an  abfolute  and  unconditional  refignation  to  the  will  of 
God,  with  a  firm  perfuafion,  that  he  is  able  to  make  all 
things  work  together  for  our  good,  and  willing  to  beftow 
every  thing  that  is  for  our  real  intereft.  It  is  to  fay  with 
the  prophet,  Hab.  iii.  17,  *'  Although  the  fig  tree  (hall 
**  not  bloflbm,  neither  fhall  fruit  be  in  the  vines,  the  labor 
"  of  the  olive  fliall  fail,  and  the  fields  fhall  yield  no  me^t ; 
"  the  flock  (hall  be  cut  oflf  from  the  fold,  and  there  (hall 
"  be  no  herd  in  the  ftalls :  yet  I  will  rejoice  in  the  Lord ; 
**  I  will  joy  in  the  God  of  my  falvation." 

I  fhall  only  add,  that  the  divine  all-fufficiency  is  to  be 
confidered,  as  regarding  our  fanftification  as  well  as  com- 
fort.    What  diftrefs  does  not  the  Chriftian  often  fufFcr 
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from  the  treachery  of  his  own  heart,  and  from  the  power 
of  furrounding  temptations  ?  Covered  with  ihame  for  his 
paft  unfteadfaftnefs,  convinced,  by  experience,  of  his  own 
weaknefs,  he  hath  no  other  refuge  but  in  God.  And  what 
courage  does  he  derive  from  the  fulnefs  of  divine  perfefti- 
on,  the  greatnefs  of  divine  power,  and  the  faithfulnefs  of 
the  divine  promife  ?  *'  My  grace  Ihall  be  fuflPicient  for 
•'  thee,  and  my  ftrength  (hall  be  made  perfedl  in  weak- 
"  nefs.''  He  then  fays,  with  the  Pfalmift,  Pfal.  Ixxi.  i6, 
**  I  will  go  in  the  llrength  of  the  Lord  God  :  1  will  make 
**  mention  of  thy  righteoufnefs,  even  of  thine  only." 

IL  I  proceed  now,  in  the  laft  place,  to  make  fome 
praflical  improvement  of  what  hath  been  faid.  And,  ift^ 
Let  us  admire  the  divine  condefcenfion,  in  admitting  his 
faints  to  a  difcovery  of  his  glory.  Solomon  fays,  with  very 
great  propriety,  in  the  language  of  aftonifliment :  "  But 
•*  will  God  in  very  deed  dwell  with  men  on  the  earth  ?" 
The  fame  ought  to  be,  nay,  the  fame  certainly  are,  the 
fentiments  of  every  real  believer.  But  let  us  remember 
what  has  been  hinted  at  above,  that  our  accefs  to  God, 
and  our  communion  with  him,  is,  and  only  can  be, 
through  the  Mediator  of  the  new  covenant,  in  whom  we 
have  accefs,  by  faith,  unto  God. 

adiy.  Let  me  befeech  you  to  try  yourfelves,  whether 
this  *ever  hath  been  your  attainment,  and  whether  it  is 
your  fincere  defire  ?  Do  you  know,  in  any  meafure,  what 
it  is  to  fee  the  glory  of  the  true  God  ?  Hath  he  appeared 
before  you  in  terrible  majefty  ?  Have  your  very  fouls 
been  made  to  bow  down  before  him,  and  to  give  him  the 
glory  that  is  juftly  due  to  his  name  ?  Have  you  feen  the 
glory  of  a  reconciled  God  ?  Have  you  chofen  him,  in 
Chrift,  as  your  portion  ?  Have  you  devoted  yourfelves, 
without  referve,  to  his  difpofal  ?  Again,  have  you  feen 
the  glory  of  an  all-fufficient  God  ?  Surely  I  fpeak  to  ma- 
ny who  have  feen  the  vanity  of  the  creature.  Probably 
you  have  tailed  a  little  of  the  fuflferings  of  a  fmful  flate* 
Where  did  you  feek  your  confolation  ?  where  do  you  find 
your  fupport  ?  Have  you  learned  the  holy  and  happy  art 
^f  pouring  out  your  fouls  to  God  ?  Have  you  felt  the 
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fweetnefs  of  it  ?  And  have  you  faid,  with  the  Pfalmift, 
**  Return  unto  thy  reft,  O  my  foul !  for  the  Lord  hatlf 
"  dealt  bountifully  with  thee  ?  Is  it  your  earneft  defire 
to  fee  the  glory  of  God  ?  Can  you  fay  with  the  Pfalmlft, 
Pfal.  Ixiii.  I,  2,  **  O  God!  thou  art  my  God,  early  will 
"  I  feek  thee  :  my  foul  thirfteth  for  thee  ;  my  flelh  longeth 
"  for  thee  in  a  dry  and  thirfty  land  where  no  water  is,  to 
**  fee  thy  power  and  thy  glory,  fo  as  I  have  feen  thee  in 
"  the  fanfiluary.'* 

3dly»  I  will  now  proceed  to  exhort  you,  in  the  moft 
eamell  manner,  to  diligence  in  feeking  after  real  com* 
munion  with  God  in  his  inftituted  worfhip.  How  highly 
are  we  favored  with  light  and  liberty  ?  how  little  are  many 
fenfible  of  their  privileges  ?  I  have  often,  on  fuch  occa- 
lions,  put  you  io  mind  of  the  fatal  effects  of  a  heartlefs, 
cuftomary,  formal  worfhip ;  it  is  provoking  to  God,  per- 
nicious  to  others,  hardening  to  the  heart,  and  ruining  to 
the  foul.  Were  but  a  focicty  of  thofe  Proteftants  abroad^ 
who  are  lying  under  perfecution,  to  enjoy  the  feafon  which 
we  now  enjoy,  what  an  edge  would  be  upon  their  fpirits  ? 
what  a  fenfe  of  gratitude  in  their  hearts  ?  what  lire  and 
zeal  in  their  affections  ?  Strange,  indeed,  that  public 
profperity  fliould  be  fo  ftupifying,  and  the  approach  of 
eternity  to  every  individual  Ihould  not  be  awakening ; 
while  the  young  and  ftrong  are  hurried  off  the  ftage,  while 
every  day  is  bringing  us  nearer  to  our  laft,  while  every 
ordinance  is  adding  to  our  charge,  that  we  Ihould  not  de- 
fire  to  fee  the  glory  of  God  in  his  fanfluary  here,  that  it 
may  be  the  eamcft  of  our  future  inheritance,  and  prepare 
us  for  his  immediate  prefence  hereafter. 

Suffer  me  to  fpeak  a  few  words  to  thofe  that  are  young. 
God  is  my  witnefs,  that  their  welfare  is  at  my  heart.  Per- 
haps you  will  think,  what  hath  been  faid  hardly  applicable 
to  you.  The  defire  of  Mofes,  the  man  of  God,  Intimate 
communion  and  fellowfliip  with  God,  the  attainment  of 
ripe  and  experienced  Chriftians,  all  this  you  will  fay,  is 
imfuitable  to  me :  nay,  perhaps,  by  a  baftard  humility, 
you  will  fay,  to  expeft  it,  would  be  prefumption  in  me. 
But  you  are  greatly  deceived :  there  are  none  who  have 
more  gracious  invitations  to  come  unto  God  than  young 
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Cnncrs  :  there  are  none  who  have  greater  reafon  to  ex- 
pe£t  nearnefs  to  God  than  young  faints.  Do  you  not 
read,  tlftt  God  revealed  himfelf  to  Samuel,  the  child,  when 
he  neglefted  Eli,  the  old  prophet  ?  Befides,  I  would  re- 
commend  earneftnefs  and  afFeftion  to  you ;  not  only  for 
your  greater  profit,  but  to  45revent  your  apoflafy.  A  little 
religion  is  very  hard  to  hold ;  it  is  like  a  lamp  which  is 
hardly  lighted,  which  the  lead  breath  of  wind  will  extin- 
guifh,  or  a  tree  that  is  but  newly  planted,  which  a  rude 
thruft  will  overturn.  Unlefs  you  make  God  and  his  fer- 
vice,  your  hearty  choice,  you  will  not  carry  it  long  as  your 
burden,  but  will  be  foon  tempted  to  throw  it  down.  Be 
concerned,  therefore,  I  befeech  you,  to  attend  on  his  infli* 
tuted  worfhip,  not  in  a  carelefs  and  formal  manner,  but 
let  the  '*  defire  of  your  fouls  be  to  his  name,  and  the  re- 
**  membrance  of  him." 

I  (hall  now  conclude  the  fubjeft,  by  offering  to  thofe, 
who  would  fee  the  glory  of  God,  a  few  direftions,  as  to  the 
bell  preparation  for  fuch  a  difcovery.  ift,  If  you  would 
fee  the  glory  of  God  in  his  fanftuary,  be  ferious  in  felf. 
examination,  and  in  the  renunciation  of  all  known  fin. 
Holinefs  is  an  eflfential  attribute  of  the  divine  nature ;  and^ 
therefore,  he  muft  be  worfhipped  in  the  beauty  of  holi. 
nefs.  Thus  the  Pfalmift  refolved  with  himfelf,  Pfal.  xxvi. 
6.  '*  Kwill  walh  mine  hands  in  innocence,  fo  will  I  com- 
♦*  pafs  thine  altar,  O  Lord !"  It  is  true,  non^,  who  have 
any  knowledge  of  the  corruption  of  their  own  hearts,  can 
reafcnably  hope  to  be  perfeftly  free  from  fin  in  the  prefent 
life :  yet  a  real  Chriflian  will  have  it,  as  the  objcft  of  his 
daily  lludy,  to  "  cleanfe  himfelf  from  all  filthinefs  of  the 
*'  flefli  and  fpirit,  that  he  may  perfeft  holinefs  in  the  fear 
"  of  God."  It  was  fin  that  firft  rendered  us  unfit  for  com- 
munion with  God  ;  and  therefore,  onr  recovery  of  this 
happy  privilege  will  be  but  in  proportion  to  our  fanftifi- 
cation.  To  bring  finful  difpofitions,  indulged,  and  ftill 
fuffered  in  the  heart,  to  the  worlhip  of  God,  and  to  ex- 
pert acceptance  in  fuch  a  Rate,  is  implied  blafphemy,  and 
the  greatell  diflionor  we  can  poffibly  do  to  him. 

2.  In  onler  to  fee  the  glory  of  God,  you  muft  be  cloth- 
ed with  humility.     No  difpofition  more  effentially  neccffa* 
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ry  to  a  Qiriftian  at  all  times,  but  more  cfpecially,  when 
he  makes  an  immediate  approach  to  God  in  his  worfhip : 
lia.  Ixvi.  2.  "  For  all  thofe  things  hath  mine  hand  made : 
**  and  all  thofe  things  have  been,  faith  the  Lord  :  but  to 
**  this  man  will  I  look,  even  to  him  that  is  poor,  and  of 
**  a  contrite  fpirit,  and  trembleth  at  my  word."  And,  in- 
deed, how  can  we  confidcr  the  nature  of  that  God  whom 
we  worfhip,  and  our  own  fmful  and  miferable  eflate, 
without  being  ftruck  with  a  fenfe  of  the  ncceffity  of  deep 
humility  and  felf-abafement  in  our  intercour/e  with  him  ? 
It  is  particularly  to  be  noticed,  that  felf-abafement,  and 
even  fclf-abhorrence,  is  the  immediate  efieft  of  a  fenfe  of 
the  divine  prefence.  See  to  this  purpofe,  Ifa.  vi.  i, — 5. 
"  In  the  year  that  King  Uzziah  died,  I  faw  alfo  the  Lord 
**  fitting  upon  a  throne,  high  and  lifted  up,  and  his  train 
**  filled  the  temple :  above  it  flood  the  feraphims :  each 
"  one  had  fix  wings  :  with  twain  he  covered  his  face,  and 
•*  with  twain  he  covered  his  feet,  and  with  twain  he  did 
"  fly.  And  one  cried  unto  another,  and  faid  Holy,  holy, 
**  holy  is  the  Lord  of  hofts,  the  whole  earth  is  full  of  his 
"  glory  I  And  the  pods  of  the  door  moved  at  the  voice 
^^  of  him  that  cried,  and  the  houfe  was  filled  with  fmok^. 
"  Then  faid  I,  Wo  is  me  ;  for  I  am  undone,  becaufe  I 
^  am  a  man  of  unclean  lips,  and  I  dwell  in  the  midd  of 
••  a  people  of  unclean  lips  ;  for  mine  eyes  have  fecn  the 
"  King,  the  Lord  of  hofls  !''  See  alfo  Job  xlii.  5,  6.  '^  I 
**  have  heard  of  thee  by  the  hearing  of  the  ear ;  but  now 
**  mine  eye  feeth  thee  :  wherefore  1  abhor  myfelf,  and  re- 
"  pent  in  duft  and  a(hes."  Let  us  endeavor,  therefore, 
to  be  truly  and  inwardly  humble.  Let  us  remember  the 
grace  of  redemption,  what  guilty  criminals  we  were,  be- 
fore unmerited  mercy  and  fovereign  love  found  out  a  way 
for  our  rec9very,  Happy  they,  where  humility  arifes 
fi'om  a  real  exercife  of  foul !  How  difficult,  how  rare  a 
thing,  is  true  humility  ?  How  eafy  is  it  to  ufe  modell  and 
fubmiflive  expreffions,  compared  to  attaining  a  truly  hum- 
ble and  mortified  flate  of  mind  ?  May  almighty  God,  by 
his  power^  make  us  humble  ;  and  do  thou,  O  blefled  Je- 
fus !  **  caft  down  every  high  thought,  and  lofty  imagina- 
**  tion,  that  exalteth  itfelf  againft  thee/' 
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3.  In  the  laft  place ;  if  you  deCre  to  fee  the  glory  of 
God,  be  fervent  in  preparatory  prayer :  if  there  is  any 
blcflingthat  requires  importunity  and  wreftling  with  God^ 
furely  this  high  and  happy  privilege  of  communion  with 
him  in  his  houfe  mud  be  of  that  kind.  And  I  think,  we 
are  warranted  to  fay,  that,  in  the  divine  government,  there 
are  fome  bleiSngs  that  require  more  importunity  than 
others.  See  a  remarkable  pafFage,  Mark  ix.  28,  29. 
**  And  when  he  was  come  into  the  houfe,  his  difciples 
"  afked  him  jprivately,  why  could  not  we  call  him  out  ? 
•'  and  he  faid  unto  them,  this  kind  can  come  forth  by  no- 
**  thing,  but  by  prayer  and  fading."  If  fome  devils  were 
fo  obftinate  in  their  poffeffion,  that  the  fame  degree  of  faith 
and  fervor  which  prevailed  over  others,  could  not  caft 
the:m  out,  mud  not  the  fame  thing  hold,  from  analogy, 
with  refpeflL  to  other  mercies  ?  And  how  judly  are  indif- 
ferent, luke-warm  worfliippers  denied  that  blefllng  which 
they  fo  lightly  edeem  ?  Let  me  therefore,  earnedly,  be- 
fcech  every  ferious  perfon  not  to  redrain  prayer  before 
God,  but  to  repeat  and  urge  the  pleai,  that  he  would  be 
gracioufly  prefent  with  us ;  that  he  would  pour  down  his 
Spirit  from  on  high,  and  make  us  to  know,  to  our  hap- 
py experience,  "  that  a  day  in  his  courts  is  better  than  a 
*'  thoufand ;  and  that  it  is  better  to  be  door-keepers  in  the 
*'  houfe  of  God,  than  to  dwell  in  the  tents  of  wickednefs*'* 
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THE  GLORY  OF  CHRIST  IN  HIS  HUMILIATION. 

SERMON  18. 

Ifaiah  Ixiii.  i.  fecond  claufe. 

— —  TR/«  th(xt  is  glorious  in  his  apparel^  travelling  in  the 
greatness  of  his  strength  f 

MY  brethren,  all  the  works  of  God  are  great  and 
marvellous,  worthy  of  the  attention  and  admira- 
tion  of  his  rational  creatures.  The  contemplation  of  what 
IS  now  revealed  of  him,  is  the  nobleft  employment  of 
which  wc  are  capable  in  this  world :  and  the  more  clear 
and  enlarged  contemplation  of  him  fhall  be  our  employ. 
ment  and  happinefs  in  the  world  above.  But  of  all  the 
works  of  God,  there  is  none  in  which  his  perfections  arc 
fo  lignally  difplayed,  as  in  the  redemption  of  an  eleft 
world  through  Jefus  Chrift.  All  other  views  of  his  glory 
are  faint  and  fading  in  comparifon  of  this.  However 
much  we  are  called  to  adore  the  power  and  v/ifdom  of 
Creation,  or  the  goodnefs  and  bounty  of  Providence,  our 
praifes  are  extremely  defeftive,  if  we  omit  that  new  fong 
which  he  hath  put  into  our  mouths,  even  praife  to  our  God 
for  his  uofpeakr.ble  gift. 

Redeeming  love,  my  brethren,  is  the  immediate  objeft 
of  our  attention  in  the  holy  ordinance  of  the  Lord's  fupper. 
Here  is  a  fymbolical  reprefcntation  of  it,  that  faith  may 
be  ftrengthened  by  the  aid  of  fenfe.  I  hope,  therefore, 
it  will  not  be  improper,  by  way  of  preparation  for  it, 
to  take  a  view  of  the  glory  of  our  Redeemer's  charafter, 
whofe  fufFerings  we  are  now  to  commemorate.     As  fal- 
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vatioa  is  an  agreeable  found,  fo  the  name  of  a  Saviour 
is  a  delightful  name  to  every  believer.  I  may  therefore 
iafely  prefume  upon  the  attention  of  all  fuch  at  leaft,  while 
I  endeavor  to  fet  him  before  you,  as  he  is  reprefented  in 
the  ftrong  and  forcible  language  of  the  text,  fFbo  is  this 
that  Cometh  from  Edom^  V)ith  dyed  garments  from  Boz- 
tab  ?  this  that  is  glorious  in  bis  apparel^  travelling  in  the 
greatness  of  bis  strength  ?  Such  a  theme  will  be  the  moft 
proper  introduction  to  the  work  of  this  day ;  that,  as  we 
are  to  commemorate  Chrift*s  fufFerings  as  an  extraordinary 
event,  he  is  here  fpoken  of,  and  his  appearance  inquired 
into,  in  words  of  aftonifliment  and  admiration  :  W^bo  is 
ibis  that  cometh.  from  Edom^  with  dyed  garments  from 
Bozrah  !  this  that  is  glorious  in  bis  apparel^  travelling 
in  the  greatness  of  bis  strength!  I  fhall  not  fpend  time 
in  affigning  the  reafons  why  interpreters  generally  apply 
thefe  words  to  Chrift,  but  only  obferve,  that,  on  this  fup* 
pofition,  they  contain  a  mixed  reprefentation  of  glory  and 
fiiffering,  of  ftrength  and  abafement,  which  is  the  very 
fubllance  and  meaning  of  a  Saviour  on  the  crofs. 

Agreeably  to  this,  the  Cngle  point  I  have  in  view,  in 
tlie  prefent  difcourfe,  is,  through  Divine  affiftance,  to  point 
out  to  you,  in  what  refpefls  the  glory  of  our  Redeemer 
was  apparent  even  in  his  Cufferings,  and  flione  through 
even  the  dark  cloud  that  covered  him  in  his  humiliation^ 
or  in  the  language  of  the  text,  how  he  might  be  faid,  to 
travetin  the  greatness  of  bis  strength :  and  then  I  Ihall 
make  fome  practical  improvement  of  what  may  be  faid. 

I.  I  am  to  point  out  to  you,  in  what  refpeSts  the  glory 
•four  Redeemer  was  apparent  even  in  his  fufferings,  and 
ihone  through  even  the  dark  cloud  that  covered  him  in  his 
humiliation.  As  the  love  of  God  to  man,  in  providing 
redemption  for  him,  was  inconceivable,  fo  the  mean  which 
he  employed,  in  accomplifhing  this  great  work,  was  equal- 
ly  aftonifhing.  That  his  eternal  and  well-beloved  Son 
Ihould  veil  his  divine  glory,  clothe  himfelf  with  human 
^efh,  fubjeft  himfelf  to  a  life  of  pain  and  fuffering,  and 
at  laft  make  his  foul  an  offering  for  fin  upon  a  crofs — 
This,  as  it  w^  not  after  the  .nunner  of  men,  nor  bore 
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upon  it  any  of  the  marks  of  human  wifdom,  as  it  was  de- 
figned  and  doth  tend,  to  abafe  the  pride  of  man^  and  exalt 
the  grace  of  God ;  fo  it  is  wiih  difficulty  that  man  can  be 
broaght  to  an  approbation  of  it.  "  The  crofs  of  Chrift 
•*  was  to  the  Jews  a  ftumbling-block,  and  to  the  Greeks 
♦•  foolifhnefs."  It  is  therefore  proper,  that  when  we  arc 
to  commemorate  the  incarnation  and  death  of  our  Re- 
deemer, we  fhould  attend  to  thefe  evidences  of  his  divine 
glory  that  ftiU  appeared  even  in  his  loweft  abafement.  By 
this  means,  while  we  grieve  for  the  fuflFerings  that  fin 
brought  upon  him,  we  may  ftill  triumph  in  his  power ;  for 
he  is  glorious  even  in  his  red  apparel,  and  travels  in  the 
greatne&  of  his  flrength. 

I  muft  here  obferve  that  I  do  not  mainly  intend,  in 
difcourfing  on  this  fubjeft,  to  eftablifli  the  truth  of  onr 
Saviour's  divine  miffion,  againft  thofe  who  deny  it  on  the 
above  or  any  other  account :  this  would  be  too  cold  and 
abftrafied  an  argument  for  our  prefent  purpofe.  What 
I  propofe,  is  chiefly  and  direftly  defigned  for  heightening 
the  devotion,  for  quickening  the  love,  and  increafing  the 
fiuth  and  comfort  of  believers.  However,  at  the  fame 
time,  confidenng  the  humiliation  of  Chrift  in  the  light  of 
an  objeflion  againft  his  divine  commiffion  from  the  fug- 
geftions  of  human  wifdom,  what  (hall  be  faid  may  alfo  be 
confidered  as  an  anfwer  to  this  objedlion,  and  fer\'ing  to 
remove  the  offence  of  the  crofs. 

I.  Upon  this  fubjeft,  therefore,  obferve  firft,  the  glory 
of  our  Redeemer,  in  his  fufferings,  appears  from  his  ready 
and  chearful  undertaking  of  the  work  of  our  redemption. 
There  can  be  little  honor  to  any  man  in  fubmitting  to 
what  he  cannot  avoid,  or  doing  what  he  dare  not  refufe ; 
but  the  humiliation  of  Chrift  was  perfeftly  voluntary,  as 
no  conftraint  could  be  put  upon  him.  Therefore  his  on- 
ginal  dignity  and  greatnefs,  is  not  only,  if  I  may  fpeak  fo, 
prefervoi  unhurt,  but  improved  and  heightened  by  the 
grace  of  infinite  condefcenfion.  This  circumftance  0/ 
Chrift's  readinefs  to  undertake  the  work  of  our  redemp- 
tion, is  often  taken  notice  of  in  fcripture.  Pfal.  xl.  6,  7,  8. 
**  Sacrifice  and  offering  thou  didft  not  defire,  mine  ears 
*' haft  thou  opened;  bumt-offering  and  fin- offering  hail 
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"  thou  not  required.  Then  faid  I,  Lo  I  come  ;  in  the 
**  volume  of  the  book  it  is  written  of  me  :  I  delight  to  do 
"  thy  will,  O  my  God  !*' — It  is  certain,  that  redemption 
could  not  be  the  work  of  a  creature ;  and  it  is  alfo  proba- 
ble, that  no  created  being  would  have  been  willing  to  effay 
it.  Nay,  it  is  thought  by  many  to  be  the  import  of  the 
remarkable  paflage  juft  now  cited,  which  is  applied  by  the 
apoftle  Paul  to  our  Saviour,  that  in  the  councils  of  heaven 
it  was  a£tually  propofed  to  thofe  glorious  fpirits  that  fur- 
round  the  throne  of  God,  and  their  firength  and  inclina- 
tion both  were  found  infufficient.  Neither  is  there  any 
thing  improbable  in  the  fuppofition,  that  God  might  difcf>- 
ver  to  them  his  purpofe  of  mercy,  upon  a  proper  media- 
tor interpoling,  and  that  none  was  found  willing  to  fub- 
jtSt  himfelf  to  divine  wrath,  incurred  by  rebellious  man. 
If  fo,  then  it  is  not  only  in  one.fenfe,  but  in  all  fenfes  true, 
what  Chrift  is  reprefenled  as  faying  in  the  5th  verfe  of  the 
chapter  where  my  text  lies,  "  And  I  looked,  and  there 
**  was  none  to  help ;  and  I  wondered,  that  there  was  none 
"  to  uphold ;  therefore  mine  own  arm  brought  falvation 
"  unto  me,  and  my  fury  it  upheld  me."  This  interpre- 
tation may  be  confirmed  by  fomething  fimilar  to  it,  re- 
corded,  John,  vi.  5,  6.  "  When  Jefus  then  lift  up  his 
"  eyes,  and  faw  a  great  company  come  unto  him,  he  faith 
"  unto  Phillip,  Whence  Ihall  we  buy  bread  that  thefe  may 
"  eat  ?  And  this  he  faid  to  prove  him ;  for  he  himfelf 
"  knew  what  he  would  do."  There  is  another  paflage 
which  gives  us  nearly  the  fame  idea,  viz.  of  Chrift's  being 
only  capable  of  taking  the  charge  of  the  redeemed  and 
their  intereft  in  Providence,  Rev,  v.  2,  3,  4,  5.  "  And  I 
*'  faw  a  ftrong  angel  proclaiming  with  a  loud  voice.  Who 
"  is  worthy  to  open  the  book,  and  to  loofe  the  feals  there- 
"  of  ?  And  no  man  in  heaven,  nor  in  earth,  neither  under 
*'  the  earth,  was  able  to  open  the  book,  neither  to  look 
'^  thereon.  And  I  wept  much  becaufe  no  man  was  found 
**  worthy  to  open,  and  to  read  the  book,  neither  to  look 
"  thereon.  And  one  of  the  elders  faith  unto  me.  Weep 
*'  not ;  behold  the  Lion  of  the  tribe  of  Juda,  the  root  of 
f^  David,  hath  prevailed  to  open  the  book,  and  to  loofe  the 
*^  feven  feals  thereof."    How  glorious  then  was  the  com- 
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paillon  of  our  Redeemer,  who  fo  willingly  and  chearfully 
(ubjeOed  himfelf  to  that  abafement  and  fuffering,  to  which 
none  could  conftrain  him  ?  Thus  he  fays  to  himfelf,  John 
X.  17, 18,  **  Therefore  doth  my  Father  love  me,  becaufe  I 
"  lay  down  my  life,  thit  I  might  take  it  again.  No  man 
w  taketh  it  from  me,  but  I  lay  it  down  of  myfelf :  I  have 
"  power  to  lay  it  down,  and  I  have  power  to  take  it  again* 
"  This  commandment  have  I  received  of  my  Father,'* 
He  is  not  repre&nted  as  merely  confenting,  becaufe  nonfe 
elfe  could  or  would  perform  the  work,  and  fo  having  it  as 
it  were  devolved  upon  him  by  neceffity ;  not  as  yielding 
with  reloftance,  and  overcome  by  great  eameilnefs  and 
importunity,  but  faying  with  readineis  and  chearfulnefs, 
^  Lo,  I  come ;  in  the  volume  of  the  book,  it  is  written  of 
**  me,  I  delight  to  do  thy  will,  O  my  God ;  yea  thy  law 
f*  is  within  my  heart.'* 

There  is  one  circumftance  which  deferves  particular 
notice,  when  we  are  confidering  the  dignity  of  our  Re- 
dcemer's  undertaking ;  that  he  did  well  and  thoroughly 
underftand  the  difficulty  of  it,  and  the  weight  of  that  wrath 
which  he  fubmitted  to  endure.  It  is  not  fuch  an  evidence 
of  s;reatnefs  of  mind,  when  a  perfon  involves  himfelf  in 
difficulties,  and  expofes  himfelf  to  dangers,  if  he  only 
runs  an  uncertain  rifk  of  meeting  with  them,  or.  has  but  a 
confufed  and  indi(lin£t  apprehenfion  of  their  nature ;  but 
it  difcovers  a  peculiar  fortitude  of  fpirit  to  have  a  clear 
view  of  fufferings,  and  yet  compofedly  and  fleadily  to 
fubmit  to  them  for  a  good  end.  So  true  is  this  maxim, 
that  it  feems  to  be  the  only  thing  that  renders  human  life 
fupportable,  that  all  future  fufferings  are  uncertain  even 
in  the  event,  and,  at  any  rate,  in  their  nature  but  imper- 
feftly  known.  Now,  how  does  it  ferve  to  illullrate  the 
glory  of  our  Redeemer's  undertaking,  that  he  had  a  clear 
and  perfect  foreknowledge  of  every  event  that  was  to  be- 
fal  him  ?  He  knew  the  number  and  malice  of  the  enemies 
he  had  to  encounter ;  and  the  bilternefs  of  that  cup,  the 
dregs  of  which  he  was  to  drink  off:  Yet  fteady  to  his  pur- 
pofe,  and  confcious  of  his  own  power,  he  went  out  to  the 
combat  as  one  affured  of  viftory.  As  he  began  lo  li'^ 
carried  on  his  work,  with  the  fame  undaunted  rcfolutiun  • 
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witnefs  what  he  fays,  Luke  xii.  50.  *^  But  I  have  a  bai^- 
^Vtifm  to  be  baptized  with,  and  how  am  I  firaitened  till 
*'  it  be  accompliftied !"  All  this,  my  brethren,  is  further 
confirmed,  by  fome  paiTages  which  are  recorded  toward 
the  clofe  of  his  life,  when  he  drew  near  tathe  concluding 
fceneofhis  fuflFerings,  Matt,  xvi.ii.  *'From  that  time 
"  forth  began  Jefus  to  fliew  unto  his  difciples,  how  that 
"he  mud  go  unto  Jerufalem,  and  fuflfer  many  things  of 
**  the  elders,  and  chief  priefts,  and  Scribes,  and  be  killed* 

*'  and  be  raifed  again  the  third  day." ^xx.  17,  .18,  19. 

"  And  Jefus  going  up  to  Jerufalem,  took  the  twelve  difci^ . 
*'  pies  apart  in  the  way,  and  faid  unto  them.  Behold  wc 
**  go  up  to  Jerufalem,  and  the  Son  of  man  fhall  be  betray- 
*'  ed  unto  the  chief  priefts,  and  unto  the  fcribes,  and  they 
^'  ihall  condemn  him  to  death.  And  ihall  deliver  him  to 
*'  the  Gentiles,  to  mock  and  to  fcourge,  and  to  crucify 
**  him:  and  the  third  day  he  fhall  rife  again/'  Luke  ix.  51, 
*'  And  it  came  to  pafs,  when  the  time  was  come  that  he  * 
**  fhould  l)e  received  up,  he  ftedfaftly  fet  his  face  to  go  to 
*'  Jerufalem."  To  thefe  I  fhall  only  add,  John  xviii.  11. 
*'  Then  faid  Jefus  unto  Peter,  Put  up  thy  fword  into  the 
*'  fheath  :  the  cup  which  my  Father  hath  given  me,  fhall 
"  I  not  drink  it  ?"  Thus  did  there  appear  a  glory  even 
in  bis  humiliation,  a  majefty  even  in  his  fufiering  ;  and 
thus  did  he  come  forth  and  travel  in  the  greatnefs  of  his 
flrength. 

In  the  fecond*  place,  the  glory  of  our  Redeemer,  In  his 
huipiHation,  appears  from  the  greatnefs  of  thofe  fufFerings 
which  he  endured.  Though,  to  the  eye  of  fenfe,  a  flatc 
of  fufiering  is  apt  to  appear  contemptible ;  to  thofe  who 
juftly  view  the  fufferings  of  Chrift,  there  will  be  found  far 
greater  evidences  of  his  power.  A  weak  perfon  is  crufh* 
ed  by  a  fmall  weight ;  but  he  who  is  able  to  endure  un- 
common fuffi^rings,  fhows  himfelf  to  be  poffeffed  of  un« 
common  ftrength.  Now,  bur  bleffed  Lord  and  Saviour 
did,  in  his  life,  in  this  world,  endure  the  greateft  and 
mod  dreadful  fufFerings.  His  whole  life  was  one  conti- 
nued track  of  the  heavieft  fufferings  of  which  human  na- 
ture is  capable.  Jfa.  liii.  3.  "He  is  defpifed  and  rejcSed 
V  oi  meH)  a  mati  of  forrows^  and  acquainted  with  griefs 
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«  and  we  hid,  as  it  were,  our  faces  from  him ;  he  was  de- 
*'  fpifed,  and  we  efteemed  him  not !"  This,  my  brethren, 
is  a  known  fubje^l,  yet  it  is  the  fubje£t  which  we  ought, 
by  faiith,  to  dwell  upon  this  day ;  and,  indeed,  the  bene* 
fit  and  comfort  of  believers  does  not  depend  on  things 
new  and  engaging  to  the  fancy,  but  on  the  Spirit  of  God 
fetting  home  known  truths  with  force  and  efficacy  on  the 
heart.  Let  me  therefore  beg  your  attention  to  two  or 
three  obvious  remarks  on  the  fufferings  of  Chrift.  (i.) 
His  afflictions  began  early,  with  his  firft  entrance  into  the 
world.  No  fooher  did  the  man  Chrift  Jefus  fee  the  light  of 
this  world,  but  prefently  did  affliftion  falute  him.  Im- 
mediately after  his  contemptible  birth,  did  Herod,  that 
bloody  tyrant,  feek  to  deftroy  him ;  fo  that  we  may  allude 
to  that  expreffion.  Rev.  xii.  4.  ^^  — ^And  the  dragon  ftood 
**  before  the  woman  which  was  ready  to  be  delivered,  to 
•*  devour  her  child  as  foon  as  it  was  bom." 

(2.)  His  affliftions  were  conftant  and  perpetual,  with^ 
out  interruption.  It  is  recorded,  not  only  by  Ghridians, 
but  even  by  heathens,  who  had  heard  of  his  life,  that  he 
was  never  obferved  to  laugh,  but  frequently  feen  weeping; 
fo  that  he  well  accomplilhed  that  prophefy,  "  A  man  dF 
"  forrows,  and  acquainted  with  grief."  It  is  probable, 
from  feveral  paflkges  in  the  prophetical  writings,  that  he 
was  of  a  very  tender  and  fenfible  frame ;  and  therefore 
his  affli^ions  had  a  great  and  powerful  e(re£t  upon  him* 
They  fo  deeply  touched  him,  that  his  body  was  wafted, 
and  his  firength  melted  and  decayed,  which  is  the  ufua} 
effeft  of  lafting  and  continued  forrow.  Ifa.  lit.  14.  *^  As 
"  many  were  aftonied  at  thee ;  his  vifage  was  fo  marred 
"  more  than  any  man,  and  his  form  more  than  the  fons  of 
"  men.*^  Pf, xxii.  14, 15.  "I  am  poured  out  like  water, 
"  and  all  my  bones  are  out  of  joint :  my  heart  is  like  wax, 
**  it  is  melted  in  the  midft  of  my  bowels  :  my  ftrength  is 
"  dried  up  like  a  potfherd ;  and  my  tongue  cleaveth  to  my 
"  jaws :  and  thou  haft  brought  me  into  the  duft  of  death," 
So  that  we  may  alfo  apply  to  him  what  Job  fays  of  him - 
felf.  Job.  xvi,  8.  **  And  thou  haft  filled  me  with  wrinkles, 
^*  which  is  a  witnefs  againft  me :  and  my  leannefs  rifing 
"  pp  in  me,  beareth  witnefs  to  my  face/' 
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(3,)  His  affliftions  were  of  the  fevereft  kind.  This  I 
might  (how  you,  at  large,  from  the  hiftory,  by  particular- 
izing them  all  t  I  only  mention  four,  poverty,  reproach, 
temptation,  and  fympathy  with  others.  He  was  fo  poor, 
as  to  depend  upon  the  charity  of  others  for  his  fubftance ; 
and  could  fay,  Luke  ix.  58.  ^*  Foxes  have  holes,  and  biVds 
^^  of  the  air  have  nefts,  but  the  Son  of  man  hath  not  where 

**  to  lay  his  head." Reproach  was  thrown  upon  him 

without  meafure,  and  of  the  worft  kind.  He  was  called 
a  glutton  and  a  wine-bibber,  a  deceiver,  a  blafphemer,  a 
Samaritan,  and  one  that  had  a  devil.  Now,  my  brethren, 
all  that  know  any  thing  of  human  nature,  know  that  re- 
proach and  contempt  are  perhaps  the  hardeft  to  bear  of 
any  fufFerings  to  which  we  are  expofed ;  and  the  authors 
of  thefe  calumnies  were  fuch  whofe  circumflances  render* 
cd  them  moft  Iharp  and  fevere ;  for  they  were  the  Scribes 
and  Pharifees,  or  the  minifters  of  thofe  times,  who  ferved 
in  the  temple,  as  the  whole  hiftory  fhows,  and  his  own 
natural  relations,  as  appears  from  Mark  iii.  ai.  John  vii» 
3,  4,  5. — Another  remarkable  afflidtion  our  Lord  endured, 
was  temptation,  and  that  of  the  grofTeil  kind,  as  is  plain 
Iroai  Matth.  iv,  3, — 11.  We  are  told,  "  he  was  in  all 
**  points  tempted  like  as  we  are,  yet  without  fin."  What 
was  theprecife  nature  and  influence  of  fuch  temptations 
on  him,  we  cannot  know ;  only  it  deferves  notice  on  this 
particular,  that  whereas  fome  of  the  other  afflictions  he 
endured,  were  fuch  as  his  perfeft  purity  could  not  but 
render  more  tolerable  than  otherwife  they  would  liave 
been,  this  on  the  other  hand,  was  fuch,  that  by  how  much 
the  more  pure  and  holy  he  was,  fo  much  the  more  diftrefs 
would  he  feel  on  being  aflaulted  with  the  vile  temptations 
of  the  devil,  and  having  his  horrid  and  abominable  fug- 
geflions  prefcnted  to  the  fancy.— I  only  further  menti- 
on his  fufferingi,  from  fympathy  with  others.  The  moft 
excellent  and  worthy  of  the  Human  kind  are  fuch  as  have 
the  tendereft  feelings  of  the  fufFerings  of  others.  Now, 
fince  he  was  a  perfeft  man,  fince  tendemefs  feems  to 
have  been  his  ruling  charader,  and  his  errand  into  the 
world  a  raefikge.of  love  flowing  from  infinite  compaffion  as 
its  caufe,  we  muft  fuppofe  him  liable  to  the  fevereft  fuf- 
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ferings  of  this  kind.  I  know  the  hard-hearted,  felfifti 
workl,  will  find  it  difficult  to  conceive  this  as  a  fource  of 
fevere  fuffering,  efpecially  fuch  as  have  no  regard  to  any 
thing  beyond  this  world.  But  this  is  not  the  cafe  with 
til;  for  I  am  certain  there  are  fome  whofe  iharped  pangs 
have  been  occafioned  by  the  fuffirrings  of  others,  efpecially 
when  of  a  fpiritual  kind.  To  form  fome  conception  of 
this,  let  us  imagine,  what  mufl  be  the  anguifh  of  a  pious 
and  affectionate  parent,  on  the  death  of  a  wicked  child, 
who  apparently  trod  in  the  path  of  the  deftroyer,  and  of 
whom  he  hath  the  greateft  reafon  to  fear,  that  he  no  fooner 
clo/ed  his  eyes  on  the  light  of  this  world,  than  he  lifttd 
them  up  in  the  torments  of  hell.  Now,  as  compaffion 
was  ftronger  in  none  than  in  the  man  Chrift  Jefus,  fo  none 
eould  have  fo  clear  a  view  of  the  mifery  of  thofe  who  were 
the  obje3s  of  it;  and  therefore,  no  doubt,  this  was  a  fource 
of  the  deepeft  d9i£lion  to  his  foul. 

(4.)  In  the  laft  place,  the  afflictions  of  our  Lord  not  only 
continued  but  increafed,  through  his  life,  till  they,  at  lafl, 
iflbed  in  an  extraordinary  conflift  with  the  powers  of 
darknefs,  and  an  immediate  fubjedtion  to  the  wrath  of  a 
fin  avenging  God.  Let  it  be  obferved,  that  though  I 
here  mention  particularly  his  enduring  the  wrath  of  God, 
as  the  laft  and  finifliing  part  of  his  fufFerings,  I  do  not 
mean  to  confine  his  fufferings  from  the  hand  of  God  to 
this  fedbn.  Without  all  queftion,  every  part  of  his  hu- 
miliation  was  fatisfa^ory  to  the  divine  judice,  and  con- 
tributed  to  appeafe  the  wrath  of  God.  This  cup  was  put 
to  his  mouth  fo  foon  as  he  aiTumed  our  nature ;  he  conti- 
nued to  drink  of  it  daily,  and  was  therefore  judly  ftiled  a 
man  of  forrows ;  but,  in  the  clofe  of  life,  he  c^me  to  drink 
off  the  very  bittereft  dregs  of  it.  The  waves  of  divine 
wrath  went  over  him;  and  he  waded  ftill  deeper  and 
deeper  in  this  troubled  ocean,  till  he  was  well  nigh  over- 
whelmed. That  Chrift  fuffcred  under  the  wrath  of  Go<l 
in  an  eminent  degree,  is  maniteft  both  from  the  prophe- 
cies  of  the  Old  Teftament,  and  the  relation  given  of  the 
event  in  the  New.  Ifa.  liii,  5 — 10.  "  But  he  was  wounded 
"  for  our  tranfgreffions,  he  was  bruifcd  for  our  iniquities : 
"  the  chaftifement  of  our  peace  was  upon  him,  and  with 
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^  his  ftripes  we  are  healed.  All  we,  like  Iheep,  have 
^  gone  aftray ;  we  have  turned  every  one  to  his  own  way, 
♦*  and  the  Lord  hath  laid  on  him  the  iniquity  of  us  all. 
^  He  was  opprefTed,  and  he  was  affli£led,  yet  he  opened 
•*  not  his  mouth :  he  is  brought  as  a  lamb  to  the  flaughter 
*'  and  as  a  Iheep  before  her  Ihearers  is  dumb,  fo  he  open- 
^  etli  not  his  mouth*  He  was  taken  from  prifon  and  from 
**  judgment :  and  who  Ihall  declare  his  generation  ?  for 
^  he  was  cut  oiF  out  of  the  land  of  the  living :  for  the 
•^  tranfgreflion  of  my  people  was  he  ftricken.  And  he 
*^  made  his  grave  with  the  wicked,  and  with  the  rich  in 
^  his  death»  hecaufe  he  had  done  no  violence,  neither  was 
*•  any  deceit  in  his  mouth.  Yet  it  pleafed  the  Lord  to 
••  bruife  him  :  he  hath  put  him  to  grief:  when  thou  Ihalt 
^  make  his  foul  an  oflTering  for  fin,  he  (hall  fee  his  feed,  he 
•'  (hall  prolong  his  days,  and  the  pleafure  of  the  Lord  ftiall 
•*  profper  in  his  hand.*'  See  the  relation  of  his  fufferings 
in  the  garden,  Matih.  xxvi.  38,  39.  **  Then  faith  he  un- 
^  to  them,  my  foul  is  exceeding  forrowful,  even  *unto 
*■  death :  tarry  ye  here,  and  watch  with  me.  And  he 
^'  went  a  little  further,  and  fell  on  his  face,  and  prayed, 
**  faying,  O,  my  Father !  if  it  be  poffible,  let  this  cup  pafs 
**  from  me !  neverthelefs,  not  as  I  will,  but  as  thou  wilt  !*• 
Mark  xiv.  33,  34,  35,  36.  "  And  he  taketh  with  him 
•*  Peter,  and  James,  and  John,  and  began  to  be  fore  ama- 
**  zed,  and  to  be  very  heavy,  and  faith  unto  them,  my  foul 
^*  is  exceeding  forrowful  unto  death !  tarry  ye  here,  and 
**  watch :  and  he  went  forward  a  little,  and  fell  on  the 
"  ground,  and  prayed,  that  if  it  were  poffible  the  hour 
**  might  pafs  from  him !  And  he  faid,  Abba,  Father,  all 
*«  things  are  poffible  unto  thee :  take  away  this  cup  from 
"  me !  neverthelefs,  not  what  I  will,  but  what  thou  wilt  !'• 
Luke  xxii.  43,  44.  "  And  there  appeared  an  angel  unto 
**  him  from  heaven,  ftrengthening  him ;  and,  bcin^  in 
**  an  agony,  he  prayed  more  eameftly !  and  his  fweat 
*•  was,  as  it  were,  great  drops  of  blood  falling  down  to  the 
"  ground  !'* 

That  the  fame  deep  diftrefs  of  foul  continued  upon  the 
crofs,  is  plain  from  this  lamentable  exclamation,  Matth. 
xxvii.  46.  "  And,  about  the  ninth  hour,  Jefus  cried  with 
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"  a  loud  voice,  laying,  Eli,  Eli,  lamafabachthanl !  that 
**  is  to  fay,  my  God,  my  God,  why  haft  thou  forfakcn  me!'* 
In  what   manner,  precifcly,  Chrift  fuffcred  the  wrath  of 
God  on  this  occafion,  it  would  be  too  bold  for  us  to  de- 
termine ;  whether  it  was  only  God's  witlidrawing  from 
his  human  foal  the  comforts  of  hi^  fenfible  prefence — his 
being  allaulted  and  diftrefled  with  the  infernal  fuggeftions 
of  the  devil — his  having  a  lively  pidlure  prefented  to  his 
imagination  of  the  miferies  of  mankind  here,  and  hereaf- 
ter, on  account  of  fm,  and  fuffering  with  them  by  com- 
paffioh  and  fympathy — or,  finally,  God's  pofitively  in- 
fii^'ng  upon  him,  for  a  feafon,  the  fame  puntfihment  in 
kind,  at  leaft,  if  not  in  degree,  that  fkould  have  befallen 
thoie  for  whom  he  fuffered,  and  which  the  imp)enitent  ftill 
fliall  fi^r  ever  endure:     This  laft  is  by  ibme  fuppofed  im- 
poffiUe  and  contradi£tory,  as  much  of  their  mifery  arifes 
from  an  evil  confcience,  from  which  lie  was  abfolutely 
free ;  and  from  defpair  of  mercy,  which  none  will  affirm 
that  even  God's  defertion  of  him  at  that  awful  feafon  did 
imply.     It  is  probable,  there  was  a  mixture  of  all  thefe 
particulars  in  his  mingled  cup.     And,  as  to  the  laft,  I  dial  I 
only  fay,  that  the  pain  and  anguifli  that  follows  any  re- 
flexion of  a  rations^  foul  is  bnrly  connedked  with  it  by  the 
determination  of  God  the  Creator  of  our  fpirits :  therefore 
it  was  certainly  in  the  power  of  the  Almighty  to  in&i£i  a 
ienfe  of  pain  in  any  kind,  or  in  any  degree,  on  the  holy 
created  foul  of  the  man,  Chrift  Jefus.     And  I  fee  no  other 
contrariety  to  the  divine  perfe£tidns,  in  tnfliding  that  very 
angutfli  on  the  holy  and  innocent  Saviour,  than  in  fubfti- 
tuting  him  in  our  room  at  all>  and  bruifmg.  him  for  our 
iniquities.     Ont  thing  is  certain,  that,  in  his  life,  and  at 
kis  death,  be  fuffered  what  was  a  full  reparation  of  the  dlf- 
bonor  done  to  God ;  a  fufficient  vindication  of  the  purity 
of  his  nature  and  the  authority  of  his  broken  law,  and  what 
purebafed  pardon  and  peace,  fandiBcation,  and  eternal 
glory,  to  a  whole  world  of  eleft  fmners. 

And  now,  my  brethren,  from  this  view,  did  not  our 
Redeemer  travel  m  the  greatnefs  of  his  ftrength  ?  Was  it 
a  fmall  ftrength  that  could  go  through  all  this  track  of  fu^- 
fering^  without  finklx^  ia  the.  way  ?  Yet  this  did  l\e  vviih 

Vol.  n.  E 


j4  7^^  Glory^  qf  Cbrht 

unfliaken  conftancy ;  and,  as  his  giving  up  his  life  was 
the  laft  part  of  it,  fo  he  expired  not,  before  he  could  fay, 
IT  IS  FINISHED !  Well,  then,  might  the  anfwer  be  given 
to  the  queftion  in  my  text,  fVljo  is  this  that  cometh  from 
Edom^  with  dyed  garments  from  Bozrah  ?  this  that  is 
glorious  in  his  apparel^  travelling  in  the  greatness  of  bis 
strength  ?  in  the  words  that  follow,  *'  I  that  fpeak  in  rightc* 
**  oufnefs,  mighty  to  fave," 

We  proceed  to  obferve  in  the  third  place,  that  the  glory 
of  our  Redeemer  in  his  fufFerings,  appears  from  the  purity 
of  his  carriage,  and  the  perfeftion  of  his  patience  under 
them.  The  fonner  confideration  fhows  his  natural 
ftrength,  (fo  to  fpeak)  and  this  his  moral  excellence.  Af. 
fliftion  is  the  touchftone  of  virtue,  tries  its  fmcerity,  and 
illuftrates  its  beauty.  Therefore  we  are  told,  Heb.  ii.  lo. 
**  That  it  became  him,  for  whom  are  all  things,  and  by 
"  whom  are  all  things,  in  bringing  many  fons  unto- glory, 
•*  to  make  the  captain  of  their  falvation  perfeft  through 
"  fufferings."  Nothing  could  give  a  greater  value  to  the 
facrifice  he  offered  up,  than  the  meeknefs  and  patience 
with  which  he  refigned  that  life  which  was  not  forfeited, 
but  voluntarily  furrendered.  Ifa.  liii.  7.  "  He  was  op. 
"  prcffed  and  he  was  afflifted,  yet  he  opened  not  his 
"  mouth :  he  is  brought  as  a  lamb  to  the  flaughter,  and  as 
**  a  flieep  before  her  Ihearers  is  dumb,  fo  he  opened  not 
"  his  mouth."  It  is  worth  while  to  refleft,  on  that  conti- 
nued  and  invincible  patience  with  which  he  went  through 
the  feveral  fteps  of  his  fuferings  :  that  reproach  and  ca- 
lumny, that  contempt  and  abufe,  which  he  met  with  from 
thofe  in  whofe  intereft  he  was  fo  deeply  engaged,  did  not 
excite  his  indignation,  but  his  compaflion.  Luke  xix.  41. 
"  And  when  he  was  come  near,  he  beheld  the  city  and 
**  wept  over  it,  faying,  if  thou  hadft  known,  even  thou,  at 
••  leaft  in  this  thy  day,  the  things  which  belong  unto  thy 
**  peace !  but  now  they  are  hid  from  thine  eyes.''  When 
his  ignorant  difciples  would  have  defended  him  from  the 
affaults  of  his  enemies,  he  fays,  John  xviii.  n. — "The 
«*  cup  which  my  Father  hath  given  me,  ihall  I  not  drink 
<i  it  ?'»  When  he  entered  upon  the  laft  and  heavieft  part  of 
his  fuflferings,  and  began  to  feel  their  anguilh,  he  fays,- 
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John  xii.  '27,  "  Now  is  my  foul  troubled,  and  what  fhall 
•*  I  fay  ?  Father,  fave  me  from  this  hour !  but  for  this 
"  caufe  came  I  unto  this  hour."  And  in  that  dreadful 
feafon,  when  in  the  midft  of  his  hardeft  confIi£t,  this  is 
the  form  of  his  prayer,  Matth.  xxvi.  39.  "  O  my  Father ! 
"  if  it  be  poilible  let  this  cup  pafs  from  me :  never thelefs, 
'^  not  as  I  will,  but  as  thou  wilt."  And  a  little  after, 
vcrfc  42.  "  O  my  Father !  if  this  cup  may  not  pafs  away 
**  firom  me,  except  I  drink  it,  thy  will  be  done."  Was 
not  this  divine  glory  fhining  through  the  dark  cloud  that 
encompafied  him  ?  Was  not  this  the  patience  of  a  God  ? 
And,  in  fpite  of  the  lliame  of  the  crofs  on  which  he  hung, 
did  it  not  conftrain  the  centurion  that  attended  his  cruci- 
fixion  to  fay,  "  Certainly  this  was  a  righteous  man  !  Tru- 
"  ly  this  was  the  Son  of  God  !" 

.  In  the  laft  place.  The  glory  of  a  fuffering  Saviour  ap- 
pears from  the  end  he  had  in  view  in  bis  fuiferings,  and 
which  he  fo  effeftually  obtained.  This  was  none  other 
than  the  glory  of  the  great  God,  and  the  everlafting  falva* 
Hon  of  ele£t  fmners.  It  was  to  do  the  will  of  his  heavenly 
Father  that  he  came  into  the  world,  and  in  doing  this  he 
delighted.  Towards  the  clofe  of  his  life  he  thus  addrefles 
bis  Father,  John  xvii.  4,  ^^  I  have  glorified  thee  on  the 
*^  earth ;  I  have  finifhed  the  work  which  thou  gaveil  me 
**  to  do."  He  not  only  exhibited  a  fair  and  bright  image 
of  the  divine  glory  in  his  perfonal  chara£ter,  while  he 
dwelt  among  us,  full  of  grace  and  truth,  but  in  his  work 
as  Mediator,  illuftrated  all  the  perfe^ons  of  God  ;  and  in 
particular,  glorified  his  juftice  and  magnified  his  mercy* 
If  therefore  a  worthy  end  beautifies  and  ennobles  any  dif- 
ficult undertaking,  this  excellent  purpofe  mud  give  digni- 
ty to  a  crucified  Saviour. 

But  ought  we  not  to  add,  the  end  fo  clofely  conne£ted 
with  this,  the  falvation  of  perifhing  finners.  Is  not  this 
a  defign,  of  the  beauty  of  which  we  ought  to  be  particu- 
larly fenCble  ?  Had  not  our  compaflionate  Redeemer  ftept 
in  between  us  and  the  ftroke  of  divine  juftice,  we  had 
for  ever  lain  under  the  wrath  of  the  Almighty.  And, 
Oh,  how  unable  had  we  been  to  bear  that  vengeance  which 
was  fo  heavy  to  him  !    How  glorious  does  he  appear  to 
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the  convinced  finner  in  his  red  apparel !  and  what  reafon 
has  he  to  fay,  *•  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  flain,  to 
"  receive  power,  and  riches,  and  wifdom,  and  ftrength, 
"  and  honor,  and  glory,  and  bleffing  !'* 

I  fhall  now  conclude  this  head  with  obferving,  that  I 
have  all  along  confidered  Chrill  as  God  and  man,  in  one 
perfon,  our  Mediator.  I  am  fenfible,  however,  he  could 
only  fuffer  in  his  human  nature,  and  indeed  became  man 
that  he  might  be  capable  of  fuffering.  But  it  was  the  in- 
conceivable  union  of  the  human  nature  with  the  divine^ 
from  which  be  derived  his  glory,  which  gave  him  ftrength 
for  fuffering,  and  made  his  fufterings  of  value  fui&cient  for 
the  purchafe  of  our  redemption. 

I  come,  now,  in  the  laft  place,  to  make  fome  practical 
improvement  of  what  hath  been  faid.     And, 

I  ft,  We  are,  here,  called  to  admire  and  adore  the  un-' 
fearchable  wifdom,  and  unfpeakable  love  of  God.  I'hert 
is  a  boundlefs  depth  in  all  the  works  and  ways  of  God, 
and  particularly  here.  Upon  a  flight  view,  we  may  bd 
apt  to  take  oifence  at  the  crofs ;  to  hide  our  faces  from 
him ;  to  be  difgufted  at  an  incarnate  God,  the  Lord  of  glo- 
ry, defpifed  and  trampled  on  by  a  proud  Pharifee ;  the 
Creator  of  the  ends  of  the  earth  flanding  at  the  judgment* 
feat  of  a  weak  mortal ;  and  the  Author  of  life  giving  up  the 
gholt.  But,  upon  a  nearer  infpeftion,  muft  we  not  ad- 
mire the  harmony  of  the  divine  attributes,  in  our  redemp- 
tion, upon  this  plan  ?  that  thefe  perfeftions  which  feem 
to  limit  each  other  in  their  exercife,  fhould  be,  in  con- 
junftion,  more  illuflrioufly  difplaj^ed :  that  God's  infinity 
holinefs,  and  abhorrence  of  fm,  nay,  his  impartial  juftice, 
fliould  be  more  difplayed  iiTthe  pardon  than  the  condem- 
nation of  the  finner ;  that  fo  fignal  a  defeat  ihould  be  given 
to  the  enemy  of  fouls,  even  when  he  feemed  exulting  in 
the  fuccefs  of  his  defigns  :  that  our  T^rd,  by  death,  fhould 
deflroy  him  that  had  the  power  of  death,  that  is  the  devil ; 
and,  by  being  lifted  up  from  the  earth,  as  unworthy  t)f  a 
place  on  it,  he  Ihould  draw  all  men  unto  him,  joining  thus 
the  extremities  of  glory  and  bafenefs,  power  and  humilia^ 
tion,  and  travelling  in  the  greatnefs  of  his  flrength.  This, 
without  doubt,  fliaU  afford  fubjcft  for  the  adoring  inquiry 
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of  glorified  faints  to  eternal  ages ;  and  we  ought  to  be^iit 
it  here,  faying  with  the  Pfalmift,  Pfal.  Ixxii.  17,  "  His 
^  name  fliall  endure  forever ;  his  name  fhall  be  continued 
^  as  long  as  the  fuo ;  and  men  (hall  be-blefTed  in  him ;  all 
'<  nations  ihall  call  him  bleiTed !" 

adly,  Suflfer  me  to  improve  the  fubjeft,  by  Ihewinp  the 
guilt  and  danger  of  all  who  are  not  reconciled  to  God^ 
efpecially  thofe,  who,  by  continuing  in  unbelief  and  inw 
penitence,  (hall  die  in  that  condition.  There  is  nothinji; 
we  can  more  juftly  infer  from  what  hath  been  faid,  than 
the  faoUneis  of  God,  and  his  deteftation  of  fm.  Such  is 
the  bardneftof  heart  of  many  finners,  and  fuch  their  par- 
tiality to  themfelves,  that  it  is  a  matter  of  the  utmoft  diffi^ 
cnlty  to  convince  them  either  of  their  guilt  or  danger. 
But,  if  you  have  any  belief  in  the  truths  of  the  gofpel,  if 
you  believe  the  certainty  of  that  tranfaAion  which  we  are 
this  day  to  commemorate,  with  what  fear  and  trembling 
oa^t  you  to  refleft  upon  the  juflice  of  God  ?  If  he  puniftied 
fin  (b  feverely  iii  the  perfon  of  his  own  Son,  how  ihall  be 
ponifh  it  in  the  perfons  of  the  finally  impenitent  ?  If  a 
temporary  fuffering  of  the  wrath  of  God  was  fo  terrible  to 
him,  who  travel!^  through  it  in  the  greatnefs  of  his 
firength,  what  ihall  it  be  to  thofe  who  ihall  lie  under  it  to 
(temity,  without  the  leail  ray  of  hope  or  confolation? 
what  ihall  it  be  to  thofe  who  ihall  have  nothing  to  fupport 
them  in  their  uncliangeable  abode,  but  an  accufmg  con- 
icience,  and  defpair  of  mercy  I 

I  cannot  help  obferving,  hear  it,  O  finners,  and  trem* 
Ue !  that  a  defpifed  gofpel  ihall  be  an  aggravation  of  the 
guilt,  and  an  addition  to  the  mifery,  of  all  to  whom  it  was 
offered,  Heb.  ii.  a.  **  For,  if  the  word  fpoken  by  angels 
^  was  fledfait,  and  every  tranfgreiiion  and  difobedience 
**  received  a  juil  recompence  of  reward,  how  ihall  we  ef- 
**  cape  if  we  negleft  fo  great  falvation  ?*' — Heb.  x.  28, 29. 
"  He  that  defpifed  Mofes'  law  died,  without  mercy,  un- 
"  dcr  two  or  three  witnefs :  of  how  much  forer  punifh- 
*'  ment,  fuppofe  ye,  ihall  he  be  thought  worthy,  who  hath 
**  trodden  under  foot  the  Son  of  God,  and  hath  counted 
**  the  blood  of  the  covenant,  wherewith  he  was  fandlified, 
^  an  unbdy  thing,  and  hadi  done  defpite  unto  the  Spirit 
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^  of  grace  ?"  The  fc verity  of  the  puniftimcht  of  finncrs 
rijjefting  the  gofpel,  fhall  bear  a  juft  proportion  to  the  love 
and  mercy  of  God  manifefted  in  that  difjDenfation.  If 
thelc  are  juftly  called  unfpeakably  great,  the  other  mud  be 
inconceivably  dreadful.  Every  drop  of  that  blood,  which 
was  fpilt  in  behalf  of  fmners,  Ihall  be  as  oil  to  the  flames 
that  confume  the  impenitent,  and  make  them  bum  with 
greater  fiercenefs,  to  all  the  ages  of  eternity.  Remember, 
I  befeech  yoU|  that  our  Saviour  ihall  continue  in  the  cha- 
ratter  erf  adminiftrator  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  till  the 
final  doom  of  linners  be  ordained.  The  fame  perfon, 
whofe  foul  was  made  an  offering  for  fin,  and  who  groaned 
on  Calvary,  fhall,  one  day,  come  in  his  own  and  in  his 
Father's  glory,  attended  with  his  angels,  as  the  miniflers 
of  his  juftice ;  then  "  every  eye  fhall  fee  him,  and  thofe 
^  alfo  that  pierced  him,  and  all  kindreds  of  the  earth  fhall 
*'  wail  becaufe  of  him.'*  Then  how  fhall  his  enemies 
Hand  before  him,  when  thofe  who  came  to  apprehend  him 
fell  to  the  ground,  at  his  word^  even  in  his  humiliation  ? 
Thofe  who  obftinately  refufe  to  be  the  trophies  of  bis 
grace,  fhall  then  be  the  monuments  of  his  vengeance.  It 
is  \try  remarkable,  that  as  the  nation  of  the  Jews  were  a 
people  uncommonly  favored  of  God,  particularly  by  the 
enjoyment  of  the  perfonal  miniflry  of  Ghrift,  and  hearing 
the  gracious  words  that  proceeded  out  of  his  mouth  ;  fo, 
when  they  had  filled  up  the  meafure  of  their  iniquities,  by 
Tcjcfting  him,  the  judgment  that  fell  upon  them  was  the 
xnoR  fignal,  and  terrible,  and  lading,  that  ever  was  iniSia. 
ed  on  any  people.  In  this  they  were  an  example  of  the 
fate  of  a  whole  world  of  fmners ;  and,  indeed,  the  de- 
ilru6lion  of  Jerufalem  is  defcribed  in  fuch  terms  as  do  na- 
turally  fugged  to  us  the  final  judgment  of  the  world,  and 
teach  OS  what  to  expeft,  "  when  the  Lord  Jefus  fhall  be 
"  revealed  from  heaven,  in  flaming  fire,  taking  vengeance 
**  on  them  that  know  not  God,  and  that  obey  not  the  gof- 
"  pel  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Ghrift.'* 

"  He  that  hath  ears  to  hear,  let  him  hear."  Now  the 
Saviour  is  in  the  pofture  of  a  humble  fupplicant,  flanding 
at  the  door  of  many  hard  hearts,  and  knocking,  and  afk« 
ing  admiflion.    Now  does  he  earneflly  befeech  you^  by 
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his  mercies,  to  be  reconciled  to  God  ;  but  then  fhall  he 
put  on  the  frowns  and  terrors  of  a  judge ;  and  how  (hall 
they  be  able  to  lift  up  their  eyes  towards  him,  who  noMr 
trample  upon  his  love  ?  See  a  reprefentation  of  this  mat- 
tcr.  Rev.  vi.  14,  15,  16,  17.  **  And  the  heaven  departed 
**  as  a  fcroll  when  it  is  rolled  together ;  and  every  moun- 
**  tain  and  ifland  were  moved  out  of  their  places  :  and  the 
**  kings  of  the  earth,  and  the  great  men,  and  the  rich  nien^ 
**  and  the  chief  captains,  and  the  mighty  men,  and  every 
**  bondman,  and  every  freeman,  hid  themfelves  in  the 
**  dens,  and  in  the  rocks  of  the  mountains ;  and  faid  to 
^^  the  mountains  and  rocks,  fall  on  us,  and  hide  us  from 
**  the  face  of  him.  that  fitteth  on  the  throne,  and  from  the 
**  wrath  of  the  Lamb ;  for  the  great  day  of  his  wrath  is 
**  come;  and  who  fhall  be  able  to  ftand  !*'  It  is  remark- 
able, that  the  wrath  here  fpoken  of,  is  called  the  wrath  of 
the  Lamb.  Strange  expreflion  indeed !  but  flrongly  fig- 
nifying,  that  his  prefent  meeknefs,  and  patience,  and  fuf- 
fering  fhall  inflame  and  exafperate  his  future  vengeance. 
Knowing  therefore  the  terror  of  the  L.ord,  I  would  befeech 
every  finner  in  this  affembly,  to  confider  the  things  that 
belong  to  his  peace — that  the  fame  ftrength  and  power  of 
our  Redeemer,  that  was  evident  in  his  fufFering  in  our 
ftead,  that  is  evident  in  working  out  the  falvation  of  his 
own  people,  fhall  alfo  be  evident  in  the  judgment  of  his 
enemies.  Pfal.  ii.  11,  12.  "  Serve  the  Lord  with  fear, 
"  and  rejoice  with  trembling.  Kifs  the  Son,  left  he  l>e 
**  angry,  and  ye  perifh  from  the  way,  when  his  wrath  is 
•*  kindled  but  a  little :  BlefTed  are  all  they  that  put  their 
*  truft  in  him." 

In  the  3d  place,  I  would  improve  this  fubjeft,  for  the 
encouragement  of  finners  to  return  to  God  through  Chrift. 
It  was  for  this  very  end,  that  God  laid  help  upon  One  that 
is  mighty,  and  raifed  up  a  chofen  One  out  of  the  people. 
Is  there,  then,  among  you,  an  awakened  finner,  who 
trembles  at  the  profpedl  of  Divine  wrath,  upon  whofe^ 
heart  God,  in  his  mercy,  has  carried  home  a  conviftion  of 
his  lofl  flate,  and  who  is  crying  out,  fVhat  shall  I  do  to 
be  saved!  Behold,  here,  the  peace- fpcaking  blood  of  the 
Lamb  of  God !  Behold,  here,  not  only  your  ranfoKi  ^o^'vd^ 


40  7^  Glory  of  Christ 

and  juflice  fully  fatisfied,  but  a  powerful,  an  Almighty  Sa- 
viour, able  to  fave  to  the  uttermoft,  all  that  come  unto  God 
by  him  !  He  has  gone  through  his  work,  in  the  greatnefs 
of  bis  flrength  I  He  hath  foiled  yonr  fpiritual  enemies,  and 
made  a  (hew  of  them  openly,  triumphing  over  them  in  bis 
crofs !  My  brethren  there  is  the  greater  need  earneftly  to 
intreat  your  attention  to  this,  that  a  flothful  defpondeney, 
and  diffidence  of  fuccefs,  is  what  keeps  many  finners 
from  a  hearty  return  to  God.  There  is  more  of  this  in 
the  hearts  of  many  than  they  tbemfelves  are  aware  of:  I 
do  not  mean  defpair  of  mercy  alone,  but  defpair  of  reco- 
very from  a  ftate  of  fin,  of  deliverance  from  the  bondage 
of  corruption,  and  attaining  to  the  difpofition  and  charae* 
ter  of  God's  children.  Arc  there  not  many  of  you,  my 
brethren,  who,  though  you,  in  fome  meafure,  fee  the  ex<» 
cellence  and  happinefs  of  a  ftate  of  favor  with  God  and 
holy  conformity  to  his  will,  yet  finding  how  ftrongly  you 
are  wedded  to  the  world  and  its  finful  enjoyments,  and 
knowing,  by  experience,  the  unfuccefsfulnefs  of  former  re* 
folutions  taken  in  your  own  flrength,  you  have  no  hope 
of  fuccefs,  and  fo,  in  a  fuUen  obftinacy,  refufe  to  attempt 
what  you  think  you  cannot  accomplifti  ?  Do  you  not  fee, 
from  what  hath  been  faid,  both  your  former  error,  and 
what  is  now  the  proper  cure  ?  You  can  do  nothing  of 
yourfelves ;  but  through  Chrift  ftrcngthening  you,  you 
may  do  all  things.  He  is  an  Almighty  Saviour :  he  is 
llronger  than  the  ftrong  man  who  detains  you  in  bondage: 
he  is  able  to  (uiock  off  the  flrongeft  fetters,  and  let  the 
prifoners  go  free.  Wherefore,  !  befeech  you,  my  dear 
friends,  as.  you  value  your  everlafting  intcrcft,  that  you  do 
not  fit  din  and'  periih,  but  arife  and  be  doing,  and  the  Lord 
will  be  with  you. 

In  the  4th  place,  the  fame  inftru^ion,  with  little  dif- 
ference, may  be  given  to  the  people  of  God.  As  felt 
rigbteoufneis  and  felf-confidence,  are  the  ruling  charac- 
ters of  the  unregenerate  :  fo  they  are  difeafes  never  en- 
tuely  cured  in  this  world,  even  in  the  beft,  and  lamenta- 
bly  prevalent  in  many  of  God's  own  children.  As  their 
work  is  to  obtain  a  yxQjorj  over  their  corruptions  and  grow 
in  the  exercifc  of  every  Chrifiian  graoe,  they  often  at- 
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tempt  both  theft,  too  much  in  their  own  (Irength.  As  the 
natural  and  unavoidable  confequence  of  this,  they  meet 
with  frequent  difappointments ;  thefe  make  them  ready  to 
fit  down  in  flothful  careleiFnefs,  and  decline  the  ilruggle 
to  which  they  find  themfeWes  unequal,  nay,  too  often  not 
without  fecret  murmurings  and  complaints  againd  God, 
as  a  hard  matter,  requiring  bricks,  and  giving  no  ilraw  ; 
ioftead  of  concluding,  from  their  unfuccefsfulnefs,  that 
Ihey  mud  have  taken  their  meafures  wrong,  they  conclude 
the  attempt  itfelf  to  be  vain,  and  the  work  impradicable. 
But,  my  brethren,  here  is  a  truth,  which  not  only  the 
word  of  God  every  where  teaches,  but  which  almoft  every 
part  of  his  Providence  towards  us  is  intended  to  ratify, 
that  in  us  dwelletb  no  good  thing ;  that  we  can  hardly 
have  too  low  an  opinion  of  our  own  worth,  or  our  own 
flrength;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  that  God  is  able  and 
willing  to  perfedt  (Irength  in  our  weaknefs.  He  is  able  to 
uphold  the  weakeft  felfdenied  Chriftian  in  the  midd  of 
the  mod  dangerous  temptations,  though  he  often  fuIFcrs  the 
ielf.fdicient  to  £dl  before  his  enemies.  Wherefore,  my 
dear  friends,  believe  in  the  Almighty  power  of  your  Re- 
deemer ;  and  I  hope  you  will  know  to  your  experience, 
that  ^*  he  giveth  power  to  the  faint,  and  to  them  that  have 
**  no  might,  he  increafeth  ftrength." 

In  the  5th  place,  fuffer  me  to  improve  this  fubjeft,  for 
the  comfort  and  refrefliment  of  everj'  difconfolate  and 
mourning  fouL  As  weary  and  heavy  laden  fmntrs  are 
the  perfons  to  whom  the  c^I  of  the  gofpel  is  addrelTed,  fo 
furely  it  alfo  fpeaks  peace  to  weary  and  heavy  laden  faints. 
This  world  was  plainly  defigned  as  a  place  of  trial  and 
difcipline,  and  not  of  complete  refl  to  the  children  of  God. 
It  often  pleafes  him,  in  his  fovereign  and  holy  providence, 
not  only  to  affli£t  them  with  outward  trials,  but  to  hide 
his  &ce  from  them,  and  vifit  them  with  diftrefs  of  foul. 
May  not  all  fuch  fee,  from  what  has  been  faid,  that  they 
are  but  conformed  to  their  Redeemer ;  that  they  are  but 
treading  in  the  path  which  he  hath  fan£tified :  and  is  it 
not  "  enough  for  the  difciple,  that  he  be  as  his  Mafier, 
"  and  for  die  fervant,  that  he  be  as  his  Lord  ?"  It  would 
be  a  great  pcunt  gained,  if  we  could  but  be  convingsd,  tint 
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afflidlions  are  what  we  muft  look  for,  and  fo  not  h&ftily 
and  raftily  conclude,  that  he  is  "  rebuking  us  in  his  wrath, 
*•  and  chaflening  us  in  his  hot  difpleafure."  Is  it  not  com- 
fortable,  and  is  it  not  true,  that  Chrift  hath  taken  away 
the  fting  of  death,  and  of  every  fuffering  from  his  people^ 
and  left  nothing  but  that  correftion  which  is  healthful  and 
neceffary  ?  Above  all,  ought  you  not  to  look  to  the  power 
of  your  Redeemer,  and  his  almighty  ftrength,  as  fufBcient 
to  fupport  you  now,  and  at  laft  work  your  complete  deli- 
verance ?  Banifti  every  thought  that  tends  to  reprefent 
your  cafe,  cither  as  Angular  to  abate  your  fenfe  of  the  di- 
vine goodnefs,  or  as  defperate  to  weaken  your  hands  in 
feeking  relief;  and  make  your  requeft  to  God,  "  with 
**  ftrong  crying  and  tears,  that  he,  as  the  God  of  hope, 
"  would  fill  you  with  all  joy,  and  peace  in  believing,  that 
**  you  may  rejoice  with  joy  unfpeakable,  and  full  of  glory." 
6th.  I  ihall  now  conclude  all,  with  an  earned  invitati- 
on to  all  intending  communicants,  to  come  to  the  table  of 
the  Lord,  and,  by  faith,  to  feed  upon  the  rich  entertain- 
ment that  is  there  provided  for  them.  See  here  the  price 
of  your  redemption ;  the  evidence  and  fecurity  of  your 
pardon  ;  the  feal  of  God's  love  to  you  ;  and  the  certain 
pledge  of  every  neceffary  bleffmg.  "  It  pleafed  the  Fa- 
"  ther,  that  in  Chrift  Ihould  all  fulnefs  dwell,  and  of  his 
**  fulnefs  you  may  all  receive,  and  grace  for  grace." '  His 
body,  broken,  is  the  bread  of  life,  that  muft  nourifli  your 
fouls  to  their  everlafting  ftate.  His  blood,  fhed,  is  a  never 
failing  cordial  to  a  broken  fpirit,  and  a  moft  excellent  re- 
freftiment  to  the  foul  that  pants  in  a  parched  wildemefs. 
May  the  Lord  himlelf  meet  with  us  and  blefs  us,  vifit  us 
with  his  gracious  prefence,  and  make  us  joyful  in  his  houfe 
of  prayer.     Amen.  ^ 
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SERMON  19. 


Hebrews  iii.  13. 

But  exhort  one  another  daihjy  while  it  is  eedled  to  day ;  lest 
any  of  you  be  hardened  through  the  deceitjulness  of  Sin. 

WE  fee  many  myfterious  things  in  the  frame  of  na- 
ture,  and  the  courfe  of  Providence.  But  nothing 
can  be  more  myfterious  and  wonderful  than  what  we  may 
often  fee  in  the  flate  of  our  own  hearts.  When  there  is 
no  prefent  foliciting  temptation,  and  when  we  confider, 
in  a  cool  and  deliiDerate  manner,  the  confequences  of  vice 
and  wickednefs,  even  barely  from  the  di£tates  of  natural 
confcience,  it  feems  furprizing,  that,  in  any  inftance,  we 
ihould  yield  to  it ;  that  we  fhould  be  induced  to  break  the 
peace  of  our  own  minds,  and  provoke  the  vengeance  of 
an  Almighty  Judge ;  nay,  to  do  fo  for  a  trifling,  momen- 
tary, and  uncertain  fatisfa6tion.  But  if  it  be  unreafona- 
ble  to  offend  God  at  all,  and  to  take  but  a  few  fteps  in  the 
paths  of  fin,  how  much  more  above  meafure  aftonifhing  is 
it,  that  men  ihould  adhere  to  their  former  miftakes,  and 
Ihould  not  open  their  eyes  after  repeated  admonitions  oi 
their  danger,  and  daily  ex])erience  of  their  own  folly  ! 

I  believe  every  body  will  be  fenfible,  that  many  finners, 
even  fctting  afide  the  confideration  of  fome  of  the  moft  im^ 
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portant  religious  truths,  a£l  in  a  manner  fo  direAly  oppo- 
site to  their  own  prefent  intereft  as  is  not  to  be  accounted 
for,  without  fuppofing  them  under  an  amazing  degree  of 
blindnefs  and  infatuation.  This  is  to  be  refolved  into  ibe 
deccitfulness  of  sin,  a  circumftanc^  on  this  great  fubje£t 
well  worthy  oi  our  mod  ferious  attention. 

In  entering  on  the  deceitfulnefs  of  fin,  let  us  refledt  a 
little  on  the  meaning  of  the  expreffion.  Who  is  it  that  is 
deceived  ;  It  is  the  fmner  himfelfl  Does  he  need  to  be 
deceived  ?  Is  there  not  in  us  all  a  ftrong  enough  direft 
inclination  to  that  which  is  evil,  ready  to  burft  afunder 
every  reftraining  tie  ?  There  is  fo ;  and  yet  there  is  more 
in  our  danger  than  merely  a  propenfity  to  fin.  There  is 
alfo  a  deceit  and  impofition  which  over-reaches  us,  and  in- 
fnares  us  into  the  commiflion  of  what,  but  for  that  mif- 
take,  we  would  have  avoided  or  abhorred.  There  is  very 
frequent  mention  made  of  this  in  fcripture  ;  many  cau- 
tions againfl  being  deceived ;  and  indeed  all  fin  is  repre- 
fented  as  error  and  deluCon,  in  which  a  deceived  heart 
hath  turned  us  afide. 

Again,  if  the  finner  is  deceived,  who  is  it,  or  what  is 
it  that  deceives  him  ?  Here  we  muft  obferve,  that  when 
we  fpeak  of  fin's  being  deceitful,  it  is  not  fo  much  any 
tiling  without  us,  taking  the  advantage  of  our  weaknefs, 
but  it  is  die  effect  and  evidence  of  the  ftrength  of  corrupti- 
on within  us,  which  makes  us  fee  tilings  in  a  wrong  light 
and  draw  unjuft  and  pernicious  confequences  from  them. 
Let  us  always  remember,  that  the  whole  frame  of  nature^ 
although  it  be  the  fcene  of  temptation,  and  even  the  fuel 
of  concupifcence,  is  faultlefs  in  itfelf ;  nay  it  prefents  ua 
every  where  with  leflbns  of  piety  and  obedience  to  its  Aiu 
thor.  The  miftake  here  arifes  wholly  from  ourfelves. 
There  is  a  remarkable  difference  between  the  deceitfulnefs 
of  fin  and  deceit  of  any  otlier  kind ;  in  worldly  tran&c^- 
tions,  the  perfon  deceived  is  never  fuppofcd  unfaith- 
ful to  himfelf,  but  is  impofed  on  by  the  fuperior  art  and 
cunning  of  tlie  deceiver.  But  it  is  otherwife  in  fpiritual 
matters,  where  the  deceitfulnefs  of  fin  is  but  another  form 
of  fpeech  for  the  corruption  and  treachery  of  our  own 
licart?.     It  is  true,  in  fome  inftances  of  delufion,  there  is 
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an  aftivTty  of  outward  agents,  if  I  may  fpeak  fo,  the  devil 
and  wicked  men,  who  ufe  no  little  induftry  to  feduce 
others,  and  lie  in  wait  to  deceive ;  but  this,  if  I  miftake 
not,  does  not  belong  properly  to  the  deceitfulnefs  of  fin, 
which  lies  in  the  difpofition  of  our  own  hearts,  and  is  what 
lays  us  open  to  their  fnares. 

I  (hall  only  further  obferve,  by  way  of  introdu6lion, 
that  this  fubje^  is  equally  applicable  to  good  men  and  bad. 
Both  ouj^t  to  dread,  and  both  ought  to  be  warned  of  the 
deceitfulnefs  of  fin  ;  it  betrays  good  men  into  didrefs,  as 
well  as  bad  men  into  ruin. 

In  fiirther  difcourfing  on  this  fubjeCt,  I  fhall, 

I.  Endeavor  to  open  a  little  the  chief  branches  of  tbe 
dcceitfiilness  of  sin. 

II.  Conlider  the  duty  founded  upon  it,  oi  exhorting  one 
another  daily. 

HI.  Make  fome  pradical  improvement  of  the  fubjeQ. 

Firit,  then,  I  Ihall  endeavor  to  open  a  little  the  chief 
branches  of  the  deceitfulnefs  of  fm :  And  I  think  the  de- 
ceitfulnefs of  fin  msLy  be  divided  into  thefe  three  general 
branches,  i.  Its  difguifing  itfelf,  and  wholly  concealing 
its  nature.  2.  Its  forming  cxcufes  for  itfelf,  and  thereby 
extenuating  its  guilt.  3.  Its  infinuating  itfelf  by  degrees, 
and  leading  men  on  from  the  voluntary  commifiion  of  fome 
fins  to  the  neceflity  of  committing  more. 

ift,  then.  The  deceitfulnefs  of  fin  appears  from  its  dif- 
guifing itfelf,  and  wholly  concealing  its  nature.  Though 
the  great  lines  of  the  law  of  God  are  written  upon  the  con^ 
fi:ience  in  fo  ftrong  and  legible  chara£ters,  that  it  is  diffi- 
cult wholly  to  efface  them,  yet  it  is  plain  that  men  have 
often  brought  this  about  to  a  furprifing  degree.  The 
Pfidmift  David,  fcnfible  how  often  fin  is  concealed  from 
our  own  view,  exclaims,  Pfal.  xix.  12,  **  Who  can  under- 
"  Hand  his  errors !  cleanfe  thou  me  from  fecret  faults/' 
What  ingenious  reafonings  do  men  often  ufe  with  their 
own  minds  to  prove  the  lawfulnefs  of  what  inclination 
leads  them  to,  cither  with  refpecl  to  profit  or  pleafure  ? 
Wlien  the  heart  pleads  the  caufe,  the  underftanding  is  a 
very  fiivorable  judge.     Every  one  may  find  a  grcr.t  nuni- 
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ber  of  examples  of  this  in  his  own  experience,  and  may 
daily  fee  the  unhappy  cflFefts  of  it  in  others- 

For  the  better  illuftrating  of  this  truth,  that  fin  is  often 
wholly  concealed,  even  from  the  man  in  whom  it  dwellg, 
be  plcafed  to  attend  to  the  following  obfervations  : 

(i.)  Sometimes  it  Ihows  itfclf  in  the  prevalence  ofloofe 
principles*  I  am  forry  to  fay,  that  we  live  in  an  age  in 
which  infidelity  of  the  grofleft  kind,  is  fpreading  its  poifon 
among  all  ranks  and  degrees  of  men.  But  why  is  it  fo 
readily  entertained  ?  Becaufe  it  either  fets  men  at  liberty 
from  the  ties  of  confcience  and  a  future  reckoning  al- 
together ;  or  greatly  narrows  the  extent,  and  weakens  the 
obligations  of  the  law  of  God.  How  fweet  and  palatable 
to  the  corrupt  mind  is  every  thing  that  removes  re(lr;unts» 
and  fuffers  the  finncr  to  walk  in  the  ways  of  his  own  heart, 
and  the  fight  of  his  own  eyes  ?  It  is  not  reafon,  but  incli- 
nation, that  makes  profelytes  to  thefe  deftruftive  doc- 
trines. The  truth  is,  would  you  reafon  impartially,  you 
would  conclude  tliat  the  principles  mull  be  falfe  which 
tend  to  fet  men  at  eafe  in  their  crimes.  When  therefore 
the  arguments  in  their  favor  are  fo  eafily  admitted,  we 
have  jull  ground  to  aflSrm  that  it  is  owing  to  the  deceitful- 
nefs  of  fin. 

(2.)  If  we  proceed  from  principles  to  practice,  and  from 
generals  to  particulars,  we  (hall  find  how  fin  difguifes  it- 
felf,  and  hides  its  deformity  from  our  view.  It  never  ap- 
pears in  its  own  proper  and  genuine  drefs,  nor  loves  to  be 
called  by  its  proper  name.  Thus  excefs  and  intemperance 
is  called,  and  unhappily  thought  by  many,  a  fecial  difpofi- 
tion  and  good  fcllowfhip.  Pride  and  unchriftian  refent- 
ment,  is  called  honor,  fpirit,  and  dignity  of  mind.  Vain 
pomp,  luxury,  and  extravagance,  are  ftyled  talle,  ele- 
gance, and  refinement.  Soniid  avarice  and  love  of  mo- 
ney, calls  itfelf  prudence,  frugality,  and  good  manage- 
ment. Levity,  folly,  and  even  obfcenity,  is  often  called 
innocent  liberty,  chearfulnefs,  and  good  humor.  So 
great  is  the  deceit,  and  fo  fecure  does  the  fin  lie  under  its 
difguifc,  that  a  minifter  may  preach  with  the  utmoft  fe- 
vcTity  againft  thefe  feveral  vices,  and  the  guilty  perfons 
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licar  with  patience  or  approbation,  and  never  once  think 
of  applying  it  to  themfelves. 

This  deceit  difcovers  itrelf  alfo  by  its  counterpart.  How 
common  is  it  to  lligmatize  and  diPparage  true  piety  and 
goodnefs  by  the  moft  opprobrious  titles.  Tendern':  fs  of 
confcience,  is,  by  many,  reproached  under  the  charactw 
of  precifenefs  and  narrownefs  of  mind«  Zeal  againd  fm, 
and  fidelity  to  the  fouls  of  others,  is  called  foumefs,  mo- 
rofenefs,  and  ill  nature.  There  was  never  yet  a  faithful 
reprover,  from  Lot  in  Sodom  to  the  prefent  day,  but  he 
fuffered  under  the  reproach  and  flander  of  thofe  who  would 
not  be  reclaimed.  I  might  eafily  run  over  many  more 
infiances  in  both  thefe  kinds ;  for,  to  fay  the  truth,  the 
whole  drain  of  falhionable  converfation  is  often  nothing 
clfe  but  an  illufion  put  upon  the  mind,  that  it  may  lofe 
its  horror  of  vice ;  and  it  is  greatly  to  be  lamented,  that 
this  is  done  with  fo  much  fuccefs.  In  many  cafes,  young 
perfons  efpecially,  are  infpired  with  a  hatred  and  averfioa 
at  true  and  undefiled  religion,  and  that  under  the  molt 
plaufible  pretences.  Many,  my  brethren,  there  are  who 
are  far  from  thinking  it  themfelves,  and  yet  fall  under  the 
denunciation  of  the  Prophet  Ifaiah,  v.  20 — 24.  *'  Wo  un- 
•*  to  them  that  call  evil  good,  and  good  evil ;  that  put 
**  darknefs  for  light,  and  light  for  darknefs ;  that  put  bitter 
"  for  fweet,  and  fweet  for  bitter.  Wo  unto  them  that  are 
**  wife  in  their  own  eyes,  and  prudent  in  their  own  fight. 
•*  Wo  unto  them  that  are  mighty  to  drink  wine,  and  men 
•*  offtrength  to  mingle  ftrong  drink:  which  juflify  the 
■*  wicked  for  reward,  and  take  away  the  righteoufnefs  of 
**  the  righteous  from  him.  Therefore,  as  the  fire  devour- 
'*  cth  the  ftubble,  and  the  flame  confumeth  the  chaff,  fo 
**  their  root  Ihall  be  as  rottennefs,  and  their  bloffom  fliall  go 
**  up  as  duft ;  becaufe  they  have  caft  away  the  law  of  the 
**  Lord  of  Hofts,  and  defpifed  the  word  of  the  Holy  One 
••oflfracl.*' 

(3-)  But  the  higheft  degree  of  this  branch  of  the  deceit- 
falnefs  of  fin,  is,  when  it  not  only  puts  on  a  decent  nn! 
lawful  appearance,  but  affumes  the  garb  of  eminent  piety 
and  worth.  There  is  nothing  impoffible  in  this.  As 
Satan  fometimes  transforms  himfelf  into  an  angd  of  lV;jyA, 
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fb  fofne  of  the  greateft  fins  will  take  the  name,  and  arro- 
gate, the  honor,  of  the  mod  diftinguifhed  virtues.  I  do 
not  here  mean  the  cafe  of  grofs  hypocrify ;  that  is  foreign 
from  the  prefent  fubjeO:.  Hypocrites  know  their  own  m- 
fincerity  well  enough,  and  only  put  on  an  appearance  of 
piety  to  deceive  others.  But  even  when  there  is  no 
known  or  deliberate  hypocrify,  fin  may  tnfinuate  itielf  un* 
der  the  appearance  of  the  moft  important  duties.  Men 
may  indulge  the  moft  hateful  pafHons  with  the  greater  li* 
berty,  when  they  think  they  are  doing  what  is  acceptable 
to  God. 

The  crofs  of  our  blefled  Mafter  is  full  fraught  with  in- 
(Iruftion  of  every  kind.  It  gives  us,  particularly,  a  ftriking 
example  of  what  I  have  now  faid.  His  enemies,  who  per* 
fecuted  him  with  unrelenting  malice  through  his  life^  and 
at  laft  prevailed  to  have  him  hanged  on  a  tree,  did  it,  fome, 
no  doubt,  from  a  pretended,  but  many  of  them  from  a 
mifguided  zeal  for  religion.  He  was  crucified  as  a  de- 
ceiver  and  a  blafphemer ;  and  that  in  this  they  were  mif. 
led,  appears  from  the  language  of  his  prayer  for  them  on 
the  crofs,  **  Father,  forgive  them ;  for  they  know  not  what 
*'  they  do.**  What  a  conviftion  Ihould  this  give  us  of 
the  deceitfulnefs  of  fin ;  that  the  greateft  fin  that  ever  was 
committed  on  earth,  was  yet  confidered,  by  the  guilty,  as 
a  duty ! 

Let  us  alfo  confider  our  Saviour^s  remarkable  predic- 
tion  on  the  fame  fubjedl,  and  how  often  it  hath  been  ful- 
filled :  John  xvi.  2.  **  They  fliall  put  you  out  of  the  fyna- 
**  gogues !  yea,  the  time  cometh,  that  whofoever  killeth 
**  you,  will  think  that  he  doth  God  fervice."  My  bre- 
thren,  think  a  little  on  the  many  dreadful  perfecutions 
which  good  men  have  endured  for  confcience  fake ;  the 
terrible  tortures  they  have  been  expofed  to,  in  which  the 
utmbft  invention  of  the  human  mind  has  been  employed 
to  aggravate  their  diftrefs.  Think,  in  particular,  of  the 
horrible  tribunal  of  inquifition,  which  is,  to  this  day,  in 
liiU  authority  in  countries  not  very  diftant ;  and  does  it 
not  infpire  you  with  the  higheft  deteftation  of  the  bloody 
tyrants  r  But  there  is  another  refleftion  not  fo  frequently 
made,  yet  at  leaft  equally  proper.  How  great  is  the  deceit- 
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fulnefs  of  Gn  in  the  human  heart,  that  can  make  men  fup- 
pofe  that  fuch  atrocious  crimes  are  acceptable  to  God  ? 
Yet  they  certainly  do  fo.  Neither  ^vould  it  be  poflible 
for  them,  fo  entirely  to  dived  themfelves  of  every  fenti- 
ment  of  humanity,  if  they  were  not  inflamed  by  the  rage 
of  Ugotry  and  hlk  zeaK  Let  not  any  imagine,  that  thefe 
are  dreadful  crimes,  but  which  they  are  not  in  the  leaft 
danger  of.  We  ought  to  maintain  the  greateft  watch ful- 
nefs  and  jealoufy  over  our  own  fpirits.  It  may  very  eafi- 
ly,  and  does  very  frequently  happen,  that  an  apparent  zeal 
for  religion  is  more  than  half  compofed  of  pride,  malice, 
envy,  or  revenge. 

Nor  is  this  all.  In  the  above  cafes,  by  the  treachery 
of  the  human  heart,  fins  are  changed  into  duties,  and,  in 
many  others,  every  day,  duties  are  changed  into  fins,  by 
the  perverfion  of  the  principle  from  which  they  ought  to 
flow.  Many  a  fober,  temperate  perfon,  oweth  his  regu- 
larity more  to  a  luft  of  gold,  dian  to  any  fenfe  of  duty 
and  obedience  to  God.  The  defire  of  praife,  or  the  fear  of 
reproach,  is  many  times  a  redraint  more  powerful  than 
the  apprehenfion  of  eternal  judgment.  Men  may  put  one 
duty  alio  in  the  place  of  another,  and  by  that  means  con- 
vert it  into  fin.  Nay,  with  regard  to  all  our  duties,  we 
may  be  tempted  to  place  that  truft  and  dependance  on 
them  which  is  only  due  to  our  Redeemer's  perfect  righte- 
oufnefs ;  and,  infiead  of  a£ts  of  obedience,  make  them 
idols  of  jealoufy  before  God. 

How  great  then  the  deceitfulnefs  of  fin,  which  is  capa* 
ble  of  putting  on  fo  many  and  fuch  artful  difguifcs,  and 
even  to  counterfeit  true  piety,  which  (lands  in  the  mod 
immediate  and  direft  opposition  to  it !  There  are  more 
ways  than  I  can  poffibly  enumerate,  by  which  men  de- 
ceive themfelves,  and  become  obdinate  and  incorrigible  in 
what  is  evil,  by  midaking  it  for  what  is  good.  Judly  does 
the  Apodle,  in  this  pafTage,  warn  Chridians  agaiud  be- 
ing hardened  ;  for  if  fin  can  hardly  be  redrained,  even  by 
the  mod  confiant  vigilance,  and  the  mod  deady  refinance, 
what  progrefs  will  it  not  make,  what  firength  mud  it  not 
acquire,  when  it  is  approved  and  cheriflied,  nay,  when  it 
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is  profecuted  with  all  that  care  and  attention  which  ought 
to  have  been  employed  for  its  utter  dcftrudlion  ? 

2.  In  the  fccond  place,  The  deceitfulnefs  of  fin,  ap- 
pears from  its  forminjT  excufes  for  itfelf,  and  thereby  ex- 
tenuating its  guilt.  That  it  is  natural  for  finners  to  form 
excufes  for  themfelves,  and  endeavor  to  extenuate  their 
guilt,  daily  experience  is  a  fufficient  proof.  Nay,  it  \t 
ufual  to  obferve,  how  able,  and  ingenious,  perfons,  other- 
wife  of  no  great  capacity,  are  in  this  art ;  even  children 
difcover  the  greateft  quicknefs  and  facility  in  it,  and  are 
no  fooner  challenged  for  any  thing  that  is  amifs,  than  they 
are  ready  to  produce  an  apology.  The  difpofition,  in- 
deed,  feems  to  be  hereditarj^  and  to  have  been  handed 
down  to  us  from  the  firft  parents  of  the  human  race.  On 
their  being  challenged  for  their  difobedience,  each  of  them 
confeffes  the  faft,  but  immediately  adds  an  excufe.  Gen. 
iii.  II,  12,  13.  "  Haft  thou  eaten  of  the  tree,  whereof 
"  i  commanded  thee,  that  thou  Ihouldeft  not  eat ;  And 
*'  the  man  faid,  the  woman  whom  thou  gaveft  to  be  with 
"  me,  Ihe  gave  me  of  the  tree,  and  I  did  eat.  And  the 
"  Lord  God  faid  unto  the  woman,  what  is  this  that  thou 
**  haft  done  ?  And  the  woman  faid,  the  ferpent  beguiled 
"  me,  and  I  did  eat."  You  will  eafily  be  fenfible,  that  it  is 
impoffible  for  me  to  enumerate  the  feveral  excufes,  or  dif- 
tinft  alleviating  circumftances,  tliat  may  be  pleaded  in  fa- 
vor  of  particular  fins,  becaufe  thefe  are  infinitely  various. 
I  intend,  therefore,  only  to  mention  fome  of  the  chief 
confiderations  that  are  offered  by  pretended  reafoners,  or 
which  have  a  fecret  influence  upon  the  mind  of  the  fin- 
ner;  and  which  leffen  the  impreffion  of  the  evil  of  fin  in 
general. 

(i.)  One  excufe,  which,  however  weak,  has  no  fmall 
influence  in  fetting  men's  minds  at  eafe  in  the  commif- 
fion  of  fin,  is  no  other  than  the  commonnefs  of  it ;  and 
that  there  are  multitudes  of  others  in  the  like  condition. 
It  is  wonderful  to  think  what  boldnefs  finners  often  de- 
rive from  this  circumftance,  and  how  hard  it  is  to  perfuade 
tliem  of  the  danger  of  what  is  common  and  generally  prac- 
tifed.  Even  good  men  are  often  canied  away  with  pre- 
vailing  and  epidemical  fms.     We  may  take  the  illuftra- 
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lion  of  this  from  any  particular  iin.  How  ready  are  men 
to  thinki  and  even  to  fpeak,  in  the  following  manner  ? 
If  this  be  a  fin,  I  am  fure  I  am  not  fmgular  in  it ;  there 
are  many  others  guilty  as  well  as  I.  They  feem  to  look 
upon  the  practice  of  others,  as  a  fort  of  fupport  and  juflifi* 
cation  of  their  owncondu£t. 

But,  my  brethren,  I  befeech  you  to  confider  how  delufive 
and  dangerous  thefe  thoughts  are  to  your  immortal  fouls. 
If  any  credit  is  to  be  given  to  the  fcripture  reprefentation, 
the  human  race,  in  general,  is  under  guilt :  and  therefore, 
the  commonnefs,  nay,  the  univerfality  of  any  praftice,  is 
not  fuficient  to  give  it  a  fanAion,  as  lawful  and  fafe. 
Will  the  law  of  an  unchangeable,  God  be  altered  or  aba- 
ted in  favor  of  his  apoflate  creatures,  becaufe  of  their  num- 
ber ?  Is  there  fuch  a  number  of  offenders,  as  to  be  able  to 
make  head  againft  their  almighty  Creator  ?  Sometimes, 
indeedt  the  tranfgrelFors  of  human  laws  are  fo  numerous, 
as  to  be  formidable  to  their  very  judges ;  but  no  fuch  thing 
can  take  place  here.  Or  will  it,  in  truth,  be  any  confola- 
tion  to  the  fufFerers  in  hell,  that  they  have  fociety  in  their 
torment  ?  Were  a  great  number  of  malefaftors  to  be  exe- 
cuted  together,  would  this  alleviate  the  punifhment  to  any 
one  of  them  ?  I  apprehend  it  would  rather  increafe  it, 
lince  they  would,  in  a  good  meafure,  feel  each  others  fuf- 
ferings ;  as  it  certainly  would  add  greater  horror  to  the 
fight.  Wherefore,  my  dear  brethren,  I  befeech  every  one 
of  you,  to  confider  the  neceflity  of  reconciliation  and  peace 
with  God,  and  that  it  is  not  lefs  important  and  neceflary 
to  you,  on  account  of  the  multitudes  you  fee  around  you 
fo  fad  afleep  in  fecurity  and  floth. 

(2.)  Another  excufe  that  men  often  make  for  their  fins, 
is,  that  they  are  comparatively  fmall.  When  they  fee, 
think,  or  hear  of  the  monilrous  and  atrocious  crimes  of 
others,  they  are  ready  to  blefs  themfelves  in  their  fecurity, 
and  to  reckon  upon  their  lefs  degree  of  guilt,  as  a  fpecies 
ofinnocence^  Believe  it,  my  brethren,  I  have  found, 
with  concern,  perfons  in  a  dangerous  ficknefs,  or  the  prof- 
pc£t  of  death,  taking  comfort  to  themfelves,  and  mention- 
ing, with  much  fatisfadion,  that  they  were  not  fo  bad  as 
ibme  others ;  that  they  had  never  committed  this  or  the 
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other  heinous  crime;  that  they  had  never  done  as  tbift  or 
the  other  defperate  profligate  had  done,  with  whom  they 
were  acquainted.  To  all  fuch  we  may  juftly  apply  the 
words  of  the  apoftle,  2  Cor.  x.  12.  "  For  we  dare  not  make 
"  ourfclves  of  the  number,  or  compare  ourfelves  with  fome 
"  that  commend  themfelves :  but  they,  meafuring  thcm- 
"  felves  by  themfelves,  and  comparing  themfelves  amongft 
•*  themfelves,  are  not  wife." 

There  is  a  wonderful  propenfity  in  the  proud  fpirit  of 
man,  to  gratify  itfelf  by  comparifon  with  othcJi-s.  Com- 
parifon,  indeed,  is  the  very  fuel  of  pride ;  for  of  what  are 
we  proud,  but  of  fomething  in  which  it  is  fuppofed  we  ex- 
cel. Is  there  any  thing  more  common  in  converfation, 
when  any  inftance  of  the  fin  or  folly  of  others  is  narrated, 
than  for  the  hearers,  every  one,  to  take  the  benefit  of  it 
to  himfelf,  and  to  fay,  I  am  fure  I  fhould  never  have  done 
fo  and  fo,  had  I  been  in  his  cafe.  Scarce  any  man  finds 
fault  with  another  for  his  conduft  in  his  fiation,  without 
blazoning  and  difplaying  his  own  real  or  imagined  excel- 
lence. I  do  not  fay,  that  good  men  are  wholly  free  from 
this  fault;  yet,  as  the  principles  of  fin  and  grace  are  di- 
reSly  oppofite,  in  general,  the  fame  views  that  make  a 
bad  man  proud,  tend  to  make  a  good  man  humble.— 
The  grofs  fins  of  others,  which  incline  carelefs  perfons  to 
glory,  that  they  are  Jree  from  the  charge,  often  tend  to 
difcover  to  the  Chriftian  the  finfulnefs  of  his  nature, 
which  is  capable  of  fuch  impiety.  They  fill  him  with 
humble  adoration,  and  thankfulnefs  to  that  gracious  God, 
who  only  maketh  him  to  differ.  He  knows,  that  had  he 
been  left  to  himfelf,  he  might  have  exceeded  the  mofl 
abandoned  profligate  within  the  compafs  of  his  knowledge. 

Let  me  therefore,  my  brethren,  caution  you  and  myfelf 
againft  all  excufes  drawn  from  comparifon  in  any  form. 
For,  not  to  mention  how  ready  we  are  to  miftake  and  be 
partial  to  ourfelves  in  making  the  comparifon :  not  to 
mention  that,  though  we  were  ever  fo  impartial,  as  the 
hearts  of  others  are  not  open  to  us,  nor  the  motives  of 
their  conduft,  we  cannot  make  it  with  certainty  :  I  only 
infift,  that  all  comparifons,  whether  they  be  jufl  or  unjull, 
are  unfpeakably  pernicious.     It  is  not,  your  being  better 
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orworfe  than  others,  that  will  juftify  you  before  God,  ot 
be  the  matter  of  inquiry  at  the  laft  day.  You  will  nrt 
,  then  be  afked,  whether  you  were  as  profane  a  blafphemer 
as  fuch  a  perfon  ?  as  great  a  liar  as  another  ?  as  great  z 
drankan]  as  another  ?  as  great  a  whoremonger  as  another? 
No.  You  muft  be  weighed  in  the  balance  of  the  fanCtwi- 
ry,  and  all  that  are  there  found  wanting,  (hall  be  caft  in* 
to  the  lake  of  fire.  You  may  leave  it  to  a  wife  and  righte- 
ous God  to  proportion  the  fcverity  of  his  judgment  to  Xht 
atrocloufnefs  of  the  finncr's  guilt.  **  But  except  a  man 
*'  be  bom  again,  he  cannot  fee  the  kingdom  of  God."  A 
man  may  be  drowned  in  five  tathom  water,  as  well  as  in 
five  thoufand ;  and,  therefore,  let  none  foolifhly  flatter 
tbemielves  with  the  hope  of  fecurity,  even  though  they 
really,  fee  many  (to  fpeak  in  the  language  of  fcripture^ 
**  teofekl  more  the  children  of  hell  than  themfelves." 

(3.)  Sinners  are  apt  to  look  for  another  fource  of  ex- 
cafes  for  their  fins  in  themfelves.  They  are  flrongly  in* 
clioed  to  make  a  merit  of  any  a£tions  they  have  done  that 
are  mi^rially  good,  and  think  that  fome  indulgence  is 
due  to  their  faults  and  mifcarriages  on  that  accounts 
They  fet  their  good  works  and  their  faults,  as  it  were,  in 
oppofite  columns,  as  if  they  intended,  in  that  manner, 
to  ftrike  the  balance.  There  is  very  much  of  this  difpo- 
iition  in  the  natural  unenlightened  mind.  We  find  ma- 
ny fentiments  fimilar  to  this  in  the  heathen  world.  ^  £ve^ 
'  Ty  man/  fays  a  certain  author,  ^  has  fome  virtues,  and 
^  ibme  faults ;  he  that  hath  more  virtues  than  faults,  is  a 
'  good  man;  and  he  that  hath  more  faults  than  virtues,  is  a 
*  bad  man.'  I  am  fenfible  there  might  be  fome  juftice  in 
fuch  a  comparifon,  after  a  perfon  has  really  been  brought 
to  the  fervice  of  God  upon  genuine  principles.  It  might 
then  ferve  to  fhew  whether  God  or  the  world  hath  moft 
of  our  prevailing  love,  and  our  habitual  fervice.  But  this 
rule  is  highly  pernicious,  when  an  ignorant  or  vicious 
man  endeavors  to  apply  it :  for,  firft  of  all,  thefe  \try 
actions,  which  they  fuppofe  to  be  good,  not  flowing  froni 
a  real  principle  of  obedience  to  God,  are  falfely  reckoned 
virtues  in  them.  O  that  felf-righteous  perfons  would  but 
faithfully  examine  the  motives  ft-om  which  many  of  their 
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boafted  virtues  flow  !  The  more  they  knew  of  thcmfelveSf 
and  their  own  real  character,  the  lefs  would  they  be  in* 
dined  to  glory  in  its  excellence  and  perfeflioa  It  is 
certain,  that  even  in  the  world,  the  more  a  man  prefumes 
to  commend  himfelF,  the  lefs  ether^s  are  difpofed  to  efteem 
him ;  and  is  it  not  (Irange,  that  tlie  felf-juflification^ 
which  is  infufierable  to  our  fellow  creatures,  Ihould  be  the 
foundation  of  our  hope  before  a  holy  and  heart*iearching 
God? 

But,  befides,  I  befeech  your  attention  to  the  following 
circumftance  :  even  the  falfe  fuppofltion,  juft  now  men* 
tioned,  proceeds  upon  an  abfolute  millake  of  the  nature  of 
moral  obligation.  There  is  no  proper  merit  in  the  obe- 
dience of  a  creature,  neither  hath  it,  in  the  leaft  degrep^ 
any  title  or  tendency  to  extinguiOi  the  guilt  of  crimes.  If 
efteem,  love,  and  obedience,  all  in  the  highcft  degree,  be 
truly  and  properly  due  unto  God,  no  reward  can  be  plead- 
ed for  on  account  of  the  performance,  much  lefs  can  it 
have  the  effeft  of  procuring  pardon  where  duty  hath  been 
neglefted.  Let  me  beg  of  you  to  rcfleft  upon  a  matter  rf 
experience,  which  is  but  feldom  attended  to.  Does  the 
general  goodnefs  of  a  man's  charafter  incline  even  thp 
world  to  indulge  him  in  more  bad  aftions  than  another  ? 
It  does  juft  the  contrary.  A  man,  who  hath  been  emi- 
nent in  piety  during  a  long  courfe  of  years,  if  he  goes 
aftray  in  any  one  inftance,  will  be  more  deeply  reproach- 
ed, and  his  charafter  will  fuffer  more  by  it,  I  may  even 
fay,  it  will  fuffer  an  hundred-fold  more  for  the  fame  adli- 
on,  than  the  charafler  of  another  whofe  conduct  has  been 
more  imperfeft  and  unequal. 

1  look  upon  it  as  the  duty  of  a  minifter  to  bend  his 
whole  force  againft  a  difpofition  to  felf-righteoufnefs.  And, 
indeed,  whether  we  tsike  it  from  fcripture  or  reafon,  wc 
fhall  fee  that  the  hope  of  a  fmner  muft  arife  not  from  ex- 
tenuation,  but  confeffion ;  not  from  human  merit,  but 
from  the  divine  mercy.  This  is  fo  plain,  that  had  men 
but  any  real  and  juft  conviflions  of  their  obligations  and 
duty  to  God,  fuch  a  plea  would  never  come  into  their 
minds.  Suppofe  any  perfon  were  challenged  for  a  debt 
which  he  really  owed,  and  he  ihould  anfwer  in  this  man- 
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n«T,  It  is  very  true,  I  have  not  paid  this  ;  but  I  paid  a 
debt  to  you  at  fuch  a  time,  and  another  at  fuch  a  time, 
and  a  third  at  fuch  a  time ;  would  it  not  be  natural  for  the 
other  to  reply.  True  indeed;  but  were  not  all  thefe  debts 
feparately  due  ?  will  your  paying  one  difcharge  you  from 
another?  is  not  this  as  much  due  now  as  any  of  the  reft 
were  before  ?  If  therefore  you  will  give  the  fame  juflice  to 
your  Maker  that  you  expeft  from  another,  you  muft  con- 
fcfe  that  a  whole  life  of  perfedl  and  fpotlefs  obedience 
would  do  juft  nothing  at  all  to  extinguifli  the  guilt  of  the 
leaft  fin.  Be  not  therefore  fo  foolifli  as  to  reft  your  hope 
on  that  fclf-rightcoufnefs,  which,  in  truth,  is  no  better 
than  filthy  rags,  and  however  excellent  and  perfeft  it 
were,  could  have  no  effeft  in  procuring  the  forgivenefs  of 
fin. 

(4.)  There  are  fome  to  be  found,  who  endeavor  to  ex- 
cufc  their  a£tual  tranfgreffions,  as  being  no  more  than  the 
ncceflary  cffefts  of  original  fm.  This  we  find  frequently 
done  by  thofe  who  are  no  friends  to  religion  in  general, 
and,  perhaps,  believe  as  little  of  the  realit}' of  original  as 
the  guilt  of  aftual  fin.  In  fuch,  therefore,  it  is  no  more 
than  a  pretence,  that  they  may  rid  themfelves  of  the  ap- 
prehenfion  of  both.  But  there  are  alfo  fome  who  do  not 
fccm  to  be  enemies  in  principle  to  the  truths  of  the  gofpel, 
who  yet  are  very  ready  to  excufe  themfelves  for  particular 
fins,  by  laying  the  blame  upon  their  nature  in  general.  It 
is  my  nature,  they  will  fay  ;  I  have  fo  ftrong  a  difpofition 
to  it,  that  I  cannot  help  it.  Thus  they  feem  to  fit  quite 
cafy  nnder  the  dominion  of  fin,  and,  by  giving  up  all 
hope  of  overcoming  it,  are  led  to  forbear  all  endeavors  to 
rcfiftit. 

On  this  I  cannot  help  obferving,  again,  how  oppofite 
die  principles  of  fin  and  holincfs  are.  The  fin  of  oar  na- 
ture, which,  in  true  penitents,  is  matter  of  humiliation 
and  forrow,  is  often  produced  by  others,  as  an  extenuati- 
on of  their  crimes.  See  how  the  Pfalmift  David  exprefles 
himfelf,  Pfal.  li.  5.  "JBehold,  I  was  fliapen  in  iniquity ; 
**  and  in  fin  did  my  mother  conceive  me."  Thefe  words 
were  not  fpoken  by  way  of  alleviation,  but  confeflion  and 
aggravation.  In  the  fame  fpirit  does  tlie  apoftle  P^^ul  f^e^^s. 
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m  a  great  part  of  the  feventh  chapter  of  the  Epiftle  to  the 

Romans,  particularly  verfcs  14, 24.  "  For  we  know 

^  that  the  law  is  fpiritual ;  but  I  am  carnal,  fold  under 
^  fin.  For  that  which  I  do,  I  allow  not:  for  what  I  would, 
•*  that  do  I  not ;  but  what  I  hate,  that  do  I.  If  then  I  do 
^  that  which  I  would  not,  I  confent  unto  the  law,  that  it 
**  is  good.  Now;  then,  it  is  no  more  I  that  do  it,  but  fin 
^  that  dwelleth  in  me.  For  I  know  that  in  me  (that  is, 
^  in  my  flefh)  dwelleth  no  good  thing :  for  to  will  is  pre- 
^  fcnt  with  me ;  but  how  to  perform  that  which  is  good, 
^  I  find  not.  For  the  good  that  I  would,  I  do  not ;  but 
^  the  evil  which  I  would  not,  that  I  do.  Now,  if  I  do 
^  that  I  would  not,  it  is  no  more  I  that  do  it,  but  fin  that 
^  dwelleth  in  me.  I  find  then  a  law,  that  when  I  would 
^  do  good,  evil  is  prefent  with  me :  for  I  delight  in  the 
**  law  of  God  after  the  inward  man.  But  I  fee  another 
•*  law/ in  my  members,  warring  againft  the  law  of  my 
^  mind,  and  bringing  me  into  captivity  to  the  law  of  fin, 
*  which  is  in  my  members.  O  wretched  man  that  I  am  I 
^  who  (hall  deliver  me  from  th?  body  of  this  death  ? 

That  there  is  fomething  myfterious  in  the  firll  occafion 
and  conveyance  of  original  fin,  on  which  captious  perfons 
n>ay  raife  cavils,  to  perplex  tliemfelves  and  others,  I  rea- 
dily allow.  But,  after  all  they  can  fay,  it  is  certain,  both 
from  fcripture  and  experience,  that  all  a&ual  fin  is  not 
only  perfonal  but  voluntary.  Is  there  any  perfon,  who 
irill  dare  to  maintain,  in  the  face  of  his  Supreme  Judge, 
that  he  is  laid  under  compulfion,  or  an  irrefiftible  neceifi- 
ty,  to  think,  fpeak,  or  do  what  is  wrong  ?  Does  any  man 
commit  fin,  but  from  his  own  choice  ?  Or  is  he  hindered 
firom  the  performance  of  any  duty  to  which  he  is  fincercly 
and  heartily  inclined  ?  If  this  were  indeed  the  cafe,  it 
would  not  be  true,  what  we  are  told  in  the  facred  oracles, 
that  God  will  be  "  juft  when  he  fpeaketh,  and  clear  when 
^  he  judgeth." 

1  mud  alfo  obferve,  that,  upon  the  plan  of  the  gofpel, 
Ae  force  of  this  excufe  is  entirely  taken  away ;  becaufe 
die  rennovation  of  our  natures  is  there  afcribed  to  the 
power  and  energy  of  divine  grace.  Though  we  are  not 
able  to  reform  our  natures,  God  is  able  to  renew  them« 
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Though  we  cannot  refift  corruption,  God  is  able  to  fub- 
due  it.  Our  weak  and  helplefs  Hate  by  nature,  is  fo  far 
from  being  a  proper  excufe  for  fin,  that  a  jud  and  hum- 
bling  fenfe  of  it  is  the  very  firll  fiep  towards  a  recovery. 
•*  Of  ourfelves,  we  are  not  able  to  do  any  good  thing,  but 
**  through  Chrift  ftrengthening  us  we  may  do  all  things.'* 
Wc  are  exhorted  to  pray  for  the  influences  of  the  Spirit, 
in  the  fure  hope  of  acceptance :  ^^  Aik,  and  ye  Ihall  re- 
*^  ceive ;  feek,  and  ye  Ihall  find  ;  knock,  and  it  iliall  be 
•*  opened  unto  you."  So  that,  on  the  prevailing  of  fin, 
we  have  juft  reafon  to  take  the  whole  blame  upon  our- 
lelves,  and  to  fay,  **  We  are  not  flraitened  in  God,  but 
^'  ftraitened  in  our  own  bowels." 

(5.)  In  the  lad  place,  fome  are  bold  enough  to  excufe 
their  fins,  as  being  only  the  effe£ts  of  the  irrefiftible  will  of 
God,  who  hath  decreed  whatfoever  comes  to  pafs  ;  fome 
ill  a  more  artful  and  covered  way ;  and  fome  more  openly 
and  explicitly  make  ufe  of  God's  abfolute  pre-determinati- 
on  of  every  event,  as  taking  away  the  guilt  of  their  volun- 
tary  aflions.  This  hath  been  a  very  old  excufe.  It  was 
the  fpirit  of  that  language  you  find,  Ezek.  xxxiii.  10. 
*'  Therefore,  O  thou  Ton  of  man,  fpeak  unto  the  houfe  of 
*'  Ifrael,  thus  ye  fpeak,  faying,  if  our  tranfgreffions  and 
^  our  fms  be  upon  us,  and  we  pine  away  in  them,  how 
**  fliould  we  then  live  ?"  The  fame  thing  is  mentioned  by 
the  apoftle  Paul,  Rom.  ix.  19.  '<  Thou  wilt  fay  then  unto 
"  me,  why  doth  he  yet  find  fault  ?  for  who  hath  refifted 
^  hi^  will  ?"  This  infamous  and  blafphemous  excufe  is 
not  only  often  made  for  particular  fins,  but  is  made  a  piU 
low  of  floth  in  general,  and  finners  lay  themfelves  afleep 
upon  it  in  fecurity,  faying,  if  it  be  the  will  of  God,  they 
Ihould  be  faved,  the  event  is  infallible,  let  them  take  ever 
fo  defperate  a  courfe ;  and  if  otherwife,  it  is  impoffible  for 
them  to  oppofe  his  irrefiftible  decree. 

In  order  to  oppofe  this  profane  perverfion  of  divine 
truth,  let  me  put  you  in  mind,  what  fin  and  folly  it  muft 
be  in  us,  to  fet  the  nature  of  God  at  variance  with  his  re- 
vealed will,  or  one  declaration  of  his  in  oppofition  to  ano- 
ther. It  is  from  the  fcriptures  alone,  that  you  learn 
God's  fupreme  dominion  and  appointment  of  ^very  e^^ent. 
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And  is  it  not  certain,  that  the  fame  fcriptures  do  lay  the 
puilt  or  finfblnefs  of  every  aftion  to  the  finner's  charge  ? 
Does  not  God  abfolutely  refufe,  nay,  in  infinite  conde- 
fcenlion,  he  folemnly  protcfts  againft  having  it  imputed  to 
himfelf.  Let  the  guilty  hear  and  tremble,  Ezek.  xxxiiii 
II.  **  As  I  Jive,  faith  the  Lord  God,  I  have  no  pleafure  in 
**  the  death  of  the  wicked,  but  that  the  wicked  turn  from 
•*  his  way  and  live.  Turn  ye,  turn  ye,  from  your  evil 
"  ways;  for  why  will  ye  die,  O  houfe  of  Ifracl!'*  And 
again,  James  i.  13.  ^^  Let  no  man  fay,  when  he  is  tempt- 
**  ed,  I  am  tempted  of  God ;  for  God  cannot  be  tempted 
*•  with  evil,  neither  tempteth  he  any  man."  Perhaps, 
fome  will  fay,  we  cannot  reconcile  the  certainty  of  events 
with  the  freedom  of  a£lions,  or  the  imputation  of  guilt. 
But  what  is  this,  but  faying  we  are  not  able  to  fathom  or 
comprehend  the  perfections  of  an  infinite  God  ?  And  is 
this  any  caufe  of  wonder  ?  It  would  not  be  the  true  God, 
if  you  could  fearch  him  out ;  it  would  not  be  the  Almigh**^ 
ty,  if  you  could  find  him  to  perfeftion.  "  It  is  higher 
*'  than  heaven,  what  canft  thou  do  ?  Deeper  than  hell, 
**  what  canft  thou  know  ?  The  meafure  thereof  is  longer 
•*  than  the  earth,  and  broader  than  the  fea." 

Surely,  my  brethren,  it  is  manifeft,  that  the  fame  God, 
to  whom  all  his  works  are  known  from  the  beginning  of 
the  world,  and  who  rules  by  his  power  for  ever,  hath 
cftabHlhed  a  necefiary  connexion  between  the  means  and 
the  end,  between  the  caufe  and  effe£t.  And,  as  it  would 
be  altogether  madnefs  in  common  life,  to  fit  fiill  and  fer* 
bear  aftivity  and  diligence,  under  pretence  of  its  bein^ 
knpoffible  to  hinder  or  alter  the  will  of  God;  fo  it  is 
squally  mad^nd  impious,  to  lay  the  blame  of  our  finful 
hearts* and  inclinations  on  the  appointment  of  God.  He 
can  and  doth  control  and  over-rule,  by  his  fovereign  pro. 
vidence,  all  his  creatures  and  all  their  aflions,  in  a  fub^. 
ferviency  to  his  own  glory ;  but,  as  to  the  finfulnefs  of 
€very  deed,  the  finner  alone  is  chargeable  with  it,  and  in 
the  day  of  judgment,  the  finner  alone  muft  anfwer  for  it. 

Before  I  proceed  to  the  third  branch  of  the  deceitftil- 
nefs  of  fin,  I  muft  beg  your  attention  to  a  few  obfervati- 
ons  on  what  hath  been  already  faid.    And^ 
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ill.  You  may  obferve  how  various  and  involved,  and 
how  deep-laid  the  excufes  for  (in  are.  The  ways  of  the 
world,  the  general  prevalence  of  fin,  and  many  of  thofc 
very  circumftances  which  ought  to  make  us  dread  its  in* 
fluence,  and  fill  us  with  abhorrence  of  it,  are  frequently 
made  ufe  of  to  extenuate  its  guilt«  The  corrupt  inclina- 
tion of  our  hearts,  which  is  the  fource  of  all  fin,  and  may 
be  (aid  to  be  the  eflence  of  fin,  is  often  made  ufe  of  to  ex- 
cufe  or  palliate  its  effeds,  as  the  badnefs  of  the  tree  for  the 
ioumefs  of  the  grapes.  How  ill  qualified  are  we  to  judge 
fairly  on  fach  a  fubje^  ?  We  are  partial  in  our  own  caufe, 
and  give  an  unjuft  decifion  from  our  relation  to  the  pan- 
iiel.  Down  then  with  the  reafonings  of  the  carnal  mind. 
Snfpofl  them,  dread  them,  (hut  your  ears  againft  them. 
What  reafon  is  there  to  fit  down  in  filence,  and  humbly 
acquiefce  in  the  account  given  us  of  our  chara£ter,  and 
fiate,  by  a  God  of  infinite  holinefs  ?  There  is  no  error  to 
blind  his  judgment,  no  intereft  to  bias  his  inclination,  and 
there  is  no  equal  who  may  contend  or  enter  into  judgment 
with  him. 

adly.  You  may  fee  that  the  excufes  for  fin,  are  not  on. 
ly  infufficient,  but  deeply  criminal.  In  the  form  they 
aiifliime,  they  may  appear  plaufible ;  but,  when  they  are 
firipped  of  dieir  difguife,  they  will  appear  to  be  horrible. 
The  immediate  pretence  may  appear  to  have  nothing  very 
atrocious  in  it ;  but  when  they  are  traced  to  their  fource, 
they  will  be  found  to  take  their  rife  from  the  moft  malig- 
nant infidelity  or  atheifm  in  the  heart  You  fee,  from 
what  has  been  fiiid,  that  numy  excufes  for  fin,  at  lafl,  land 
in  laying  the  blame  upon  God  himfelf.  All  the  encou- 
n^mentwe  take  in  fin  from  the  diyine  patience,  all  our 
abu(e  or  perverfion  of  the  gifts  of  nature,  or  the  coarfe  of 
providence,  lands  ultimately  here.  Let  us  therefore  pray, 
that  it  may  pleafe  God  to  open  our  eyes  on  the  wonders  of 
his  law,  on  the  riches  of  his  grace,  and  the  greatnefs  of 
his  power.  Let  us  confefs,  that  ^Ho  us  belongeth  ihame 
'^  and  confufion  of  face;  but  to  our  God  belongeth  mercy.'* 
Ltt  us  adopt  the  words  of  the  Pfalmift,  Pfalm  xix.  X2. 
^^  Who  can  underftand  his  errors  ?  Cleanfe  thou  me  from 
"(ccrctfaults.'» 
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J.  I  proceed,  now,  to  the  third  and  laft  branch  of  the 
deceitfulnefs  of  fm,  viz.  Its  infinuating  nature,  by  which 
it  leads  men  on,  in  an  infenfible  manner,  from  one  degree 
of  wickednefs  to  a  higher,  and,  after  the  voluntary  com. 
miffion  of  fome  ftns,  lays  them  under  a  fort  of  neceffiiy  of 
committing  more.  I  think  it  is  probable  that  the  apoftle 
had  this  particularly  in  his  view  in  the  text,  where  he  fays. 
Exhort  one  another  daily ^  vjhiieit  is  called  to-day  ;  lest 
any  of  you  he  hardened  through  the  deceitfitlness  of  sin. 
And  certain  it  is,  my  brethren,  that  wicked  men  do  not 
fee  the  whole  courfe  they  are  to  run  at  one  view,  but  are 
drawn  in  by  little  and  little.  Take  the  moft  abandoned 
fmner  in  this  guilty  world,  and  there  was  a  time  of  his 
life  when  he  would  have  trembled  to  think  of  the  crimes 
which  he  afterwards  committed.  Thus  Hazael,  King  of 
Syria,  when  he  was  told  by  the  prophet  Eliiha,  of  the  un- 
natural barbarity  and  cruelty  he  would  be  guilty  of  among 
the  children  of  Ifrael,  he  could  not  believe  fo  ill  of  himfelf, 
but  anfwered,  with  a  kind  of  abhorrence,  **  What,  is  thy 
**  fervant  a  dog,  that  he  Ihould  do  this  great  thing  ?**  But 
fuch  is  the  nature  of  fin,  that  it  carries  men  away,  if  they 
yield  to  it,  infinitely  farther  than  they  themfelvcs  intended. 
We  find  this  taken  notice  of  by  moral  writers  in  every 
age  and  country.  Many  of  the  ancients  ufed  to  reprefent 
k  by  a  very  expreffive  fimilitude,  viz.  that  the  way  of  vice 
lies  down  hill ;  fo  that  if  you  take  but  a  few  fteps,  the  mo- 
tion is  foon  accelerated,  and  becomes  fo  violent  and  im- 
petuous, that  it  is  impoflible  for  you  to  refift  it. 

This  is  certainly  a  circumftance,  with  refpedl  to  the  na- 
ture  of  fin,  which  lies  at  the  foundation  of  practical  religi- 
on, and  to  which  I  would  particularly  intreat  the  attention 
of  the '  younger  part  of  my  audience.  Neither  is  it  un- 
fuitable  to  perfons  of  any  chara£ter,  as  it  will  contribute  to 
enforce  upon  their  minds,  a  fenfe  of  the  neceflity  of  con- 
ftant  vigilance,  and  of  conflant  prayer.  In  order  to  re- 
prefent  the  matter  to  you  in  the  ftronger  light,  I  ihall  en- 
deavor  to  lay  before  you  fome  of  the  chief  ileps  and  grada- 
tions by  which  a  finner  is  brought  into  a  hardened  (late; 
and  ihow  how  naturally,  and  in  a  manner  neceflarily,  they 
lead  him  forward  from  one  to  another. 


The  Deceufulness  of  Sin.  6t 

(i.)  Men  enter  and  initiate  themfelves  in  a  vicious 
pradice  by  fmaller  fins.  Though  every  fin  hath  that  ma- 
lignity in  it  that  it  deferves  God*8  wrath  and  curfe  both 
in  this  life  and  that  which  is  to  come,  yet  there  are  fome 
fms^  which,  in  themfelves,  as  well  as  from  feveral  cir. 
cumfiances  which  attend  diem,  are  far  more  heinous  in 
the  fight  of  God  than  others.  Thefe  are  too  alarming  to 
the  confcience  of  a  young  finner ;  and,  therefore,  he  only 
ventures  upon  fuch  as  are  fmaller  at  firft.  I  hope*  you 
will  not  think  it  too  minute  or  trifling,  if  I  mention  that 
every  particular  kind  of  vice  creeps  in,  in  this  gradual 
manner.  Many  have  begun  to  fteal,  with  taking  away 
things  without  their  parents  knowledge  from  their  own 
houfe,  thinking  there  could  be  little  fault  in  this;  and  tlien 
picked  up  fmail  things,  perhaps,  from  people  of  better 
rank,  faying  to  themfeves,  they  will  never  be  the  worfe  of 
it,  they  can  eafily  fpare  it ;  but  time  has  perfe£ted  them  in 
their  trade,  till  they  ended  their  days  upon  a  fcaflbld. 
Some  have  begun  with  little  arts  of  equivocation,  and  con. 
cealing  the  truth,  who,  in  time,  oame  to  boldnefs  and  ob- 
ftinacy  in  grofs  falfehood.  And  many  have  begun  with 
levity  of  carriage,  and  vanity  of  drefs,  who  have  ended  in 
luft,  whoredom,  and  open  proftitution.  My  brethren, 
though  we  are  all  born  in  fin,  and  powerfully  inclined  to 
that  which  is  evil,  from  our  firft  entrance  into  the  worki; 
yet  we  have  alfo  a  witnefs  for  God  in  our  own  confci- 
ences.  There  feems  to  be  fome  reluftance  in  the  firft 
commiflion  of  fin ;  fome  forrow  and  regret  ibr  departing 
innocence.  It  is  a  faying  of  one  of  the  heathens,  ^'  No 
**  man  becomes  all  of  a  fudden  very  wicked !"  or,  if  I 
may  tife  the  expreflion,  is  made  perfect  in  fin.  It  ufually 
takes  fome  time,  and  is  carried  on  by  progrefs  and  im- 
provement, though  fome,  alas !  make  wonderful  proficien- 
cy in  it,  and  advance  at  a  very  great  pace.  Thefe  leffer 
fins,  then,  are  the  introduction  and  preparation  for  what 
afterwards  fball  follow ;  they  begin  the  attack  upon  con- 
fcience, which,  at  laft,  ends  in  a  total  overthrow  and  de- 
feat. 

(2.)  Let  us  now  follow  the  finner  to  the  next  ila^e  of 
his  unhappy  courle.    Having  once  begun  in  the  v/ays  of 
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fiiii  he  ventures  upon  fomething  greater  and  more  daring ; 
his  courage  grows  with  his  experience ;  and  he  gives  him* 
felf  more  liberty  to  walk  in  the  ways  of  his  own  heart,  and 
tiie  fight  of  his  own  eyes.  Now,  fins  of  a  deeper  dye  do 
not  look  fo  frightful  as  before.  The  reafon  of  this  is  plain» 
or  rather  there  are  many  reafons  which  concur  in  produ* 
cing  this  effeft.  Guftom  makes  every  thing  familiar,  evea 
to  defpifing  the  authority  of  God,  and  counteracting  tbe 
firongefl  obligations.  Sinners,  after  fome  apprenticeihip 
to  this  in&mous  trade,  commit  fuch  fins  as  lay  wade  the 
confcience,  and  offer  the  greateft  violence  to  their  own 
minds ;  thefe  (lill  lead  forward  to  others,  and  to  every  new 
tranfgreifion,  if  I  may  fpeak  fo,  they  are  driven  by  a  ftroog* 
er  inclination,  and  witb-held  by  a  weaker  refiftance.  No 
fin  comes  by  itfelf  alone,  but  (lands  in  clofe  connexion 
with  many  others.  Some  fins  teach  us  how  to  commit 
others,  as  well  as  afford  an  opportunity  to  do  it.  I  have 
heard  of  a  fervant  who  went  into  an  apartment  with  no 
other  intention  than  to  gratify  appetite,  by  making  free 
with  fome  fweet-meats ;  but  happening  to  fee  fomething 
very  valuable  lying  open,  which  might  be  eafily  conceal- 
ed, could  not  refift  the  temptation,  but  commenced  thief, 
and,  came,  at  laft,  to  a  miferable  end.  Many  fins  alfo 
bring  others  after  them,  as  excufes  to  cover  them.  Se 
that  no  perfon,  who  once  breaks  over  the  limits  of  clear 
and  unqueftionable  duty,  knows  how  far  he  may  be  carri- 
ed before  he  returns  back,  or  rather  whether  he  may  not 
be  fo  deeply  involved,  as  never  to  return  at  all.  This  leads 
me  to  obferve, 

(3.)  That  open  fins  foon  throw  a  man  into  the  hands 
of  ungodly  companions.  This  effeft  is  neceffary,  becaufc 
they  determine  his  chara£ler ;  and  according  to  the  old 
Obfervation,  thofe  of  like  difpofition,  by  a  natural  and  pow* 
trful  inlUna,  are  led  to  affociate  together.  No  fooncr  do 
men  begin  to  take  liberties  in  their  conduft,  than  they  be^ 
gin  to  ftun  the  fociety  of  good  men  ;  the  prefence  of  fueh 
is  a  reftraint  upon  them  ;  their  example  is  a  reproof  to 
them,  and  awakens  any  principle  of  confcience,  which 
yet  remains  unfubdued,  to  reproach  and  iling  them  ; 
whereas,  in  iocytxy  like  themielves,  they  are  greatly  em«* 
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boldened,  by  feeing  vice  pradlifcd,  and  by  hearing  it  yxRU 
fied.  Behold  the  fmner,  then,  with  corrupt  communica- 
tion  as  well  as  corrupt  inclination  !  The  danger  of  this 
wc  are  warned  of  by  the  apoftle  Paul,  i  Cor.  xv.  33. 
*^  Be  not  deceived ;  evil  communications  corrupt  good 
•*  manners.'*  As  united  fires  bum  the  fiercer  and  the 
fironger ;  fo  a  finfiil  fociety  improves  and  grows  in  im- 
piety, and  every  member  joins  his  brother's  pollution  to 
bis  own.  It  is  not  eafy  to  fay,  how  much  profane  com- 
panions are  inftrumental  in  reciprocally  undoing  one  ano- 
ther. But  furely  if  thofe,  otherwife  virtuous,  are  often 
in  danger  of  being  led  away  with  the  error  of  the  wicked, 
much  more  muft  they  who  are  themfelves  fo  difpofed,  and 
and  are  every  whit  as  ready  to  follow  a  bad  advice  or  exam- 
ple, as  others  are  to  give  it. 

1  cannot  forbear  adding  upon  this  fubje£t,  that  feriouf- 
ly  difpofed  perfons  are  as  much  afraid  of  the  fociety  of 
loofe  perfons,  as  they  are  impatient  of  theirs.  This  makes 
tbe  feparation  ftill  more  complete.  And  even  when  they 
are  occafionally  joined,  the  fear  of  cafting  their  pearls  be- 
fore fwine,  who  may  trample  them  under  their  feet,  and 
turn  again  and  rend  them,  often  fhuts  their  mouths.  It 
prevents  tliem  from  giving  that  falutary  inftrui^ion,  and 
ufefiil  admonition,  which  their  heart  might  dictate,  or  the 
neceflity  of  the  cafe  might  require.  I  confefs,  my  bre- 
thren, when  I  confider  the  nnfpeakable  advantages  for  true 
piety,  which  arife  from  the  relation,  the  company,  or  the 
iriendlhip  of  eminent  Chriftians,  it  fills  roe  with  the  deep- 
eft  concern  for  thofe  unhappy  perfons,  who,  by  their  con- 
dufk  and  circumftances,  are  neceflarily  deprived  of  every 
thing  of  this  kind,  nay,  are  daily  expofed  to  all  the  con- 
trary  fnares.  I  dare  fay,  not  a  few  in  this  aflembly  will 
bear  witnefs,  as  I  defire  to  do  with  inward  gratitude  to 
God,  what  infinite  benefit  ariles  from  the  fociety  of  the 
excellent  ones  of  the  earth ;  to  have  been  inflrufted  and 
trained  up  by  pious  parents  in  the  fear  of  God ;  to  hare 
had  your  lot  call  in  a  fisimily  which  was  a  houfc  of  prayer ; 
to  have  the  faithful  admonitions  of  a  truly  confcientious 
friend ;  and  to  have  the  daily  edifying,  reftraining,  com- 
fbrtiRg,  aniBiating  example  of  an  eminent  ChrilUau^  as 
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well  as  a  (hare  in  bis  fervent  prayers.  Nay,  I  will  fay 
more^  the  very  precious  remembrance  of  fuch,  after  they 
have  entered  into  reft,  whether  parents,  children,  friends, 
or  neighbors,  has  the  noblell  and  happieft  efief):  in  re- 
proving  our  flotb,  and  ftirring  us  up  to  be  '^  followers  of 
^  them,  who,  through  faith  and  patience,  do  now  inherit 
**  the  promifes."  How  miferable  thofe  who  are  wholly 
Ignorant  of  every  fuch  privilege !  How  deceitful  is  fin, 
which  daily  adminifter  the  mod  deadly  poifon,  and,  at 
the  very  fame  time,  clofes  up  the  way  on  every  fide,  and 
debars  the  infeded  viflim  from  every  mean  that  might 
contribute  to  his  cure  ! 

(4.)  In  the  next  (lage,  the  fmner  begins  to  feel  the 
ferce  of  habit  and  inveterate  cuftom.  The  frequent  re* 
petition  of  afls  of  fm  conftitutes  a  habit.  How  powerful 
this  is,  and  hard  to  be  overcome,  experience  is  a  daily 
fianding  proof.  We  are  warned  of  the  danger  of  halntu- 
al  wickednefs  in  many  pailages  of  fcripture,  particularly 
Jer.  xii.  5.  "If  thou  hail  run  with  the  footmen,  and  they 
**  have  wearied  thee,  then  how  canft  thou  contend  with 
**  horfes  ?  and  if,  in  the  land  of  peace,  wherein  thou  truft- 
*•'  cdft,  they  wearied  thee,  then  how  wilt  thou  do  in  the 
"  fwelling  of  Jordan  ?"  Chap,  xiii.  23.  "  Can  the  Etlu- 
*^  opian  change  his  Ikin,  or  the  leopard  his  fpots  ?  then 
**  may  ye  alfo  do  good,  that  are  accuftomed  to  do  evil.'* 
Nature  itfelf,  in  this,  as  in  many  other  indances,  is  full 
of  fpiritual  inftrudlion.  Habits  of  any  indifferent  kind, 
when  once  eftabUfhed,  can  hardly  be  overcome  even  by 
the  greateft  effort  of  refolution ;  even  any  motion  of  the 
body,  or  any  particular  word  or  phrafe  in  difcourfe,  if 
once  they  have  taken  place  by  cullom,  are  hardly  ever 
laid  down.  But,  it  mud  be  obferved,  that  habits  of  in 
are  not  only  infinitely  more  hurtful  than  habits  of  a  com- 
mon kind,  but  they  are  alfo  much  more  obftinate.  They 
fall  in  with  the  bent  and  difpofition  of  corrupt  nature ;  and, 
therefore,  are  like  a  double  cord,  not  eafily  broken. 

Behold  then  the  finncr  rooted  and  fettled  in  an  evil  way ! 
Before,  it  might  have  been  expe£led,  that  an  awful  dif* 
penfation  of  Providence,  or  the  convincing  demonilration 
of  the  word  of  God,  might  have  had  an  effed  upon  him ; 
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but  now,  though  it  U  dill  poffible,  it  becomes  lefs  and . 
leis  probable.  A  tree,  when  it  is  newly  planted,  may  be 
eafiiy  removed,  or  may  be  overturned  by  a  bla(i  of  wind} 
but,  when  once  it  has  fpread  its  roots  in  the  ground,  anel 
long  kept  its  pofieflion,  the  mofl  violent  tempeil  may  bend 
its  top  a  little,  but  cannot  fiiake  its  firm  foundations.  Sq 
the  finner,  that  has  been  long  habituated  to  wickednefs, 
and  confirmed  by  a  long  courfe  olF  time,  will  ftand  even 
the  fiorms  of  affliAionj  and,  if  they  do  bend  his  haughty 
rpirit,  yet  they  will  not  break  his  (lubbom  heart.  I  do  not 
mean  to  fet  bounds  to  the  almighty  power  and  fovereigii 
grace  oiGoA.  He,  no  doubt,  may,  and,  in  fome  inlUn- 
ces,  has  pluckt  the  mod  advanced  finners  as  brands  ou( 
of  the  fire.  But  thefe  inft^nces  are  few  and  uncommon, 
fcr  fome  of  the  great  ends  of  his  government.  It  is  not 
the  ordinary  way  of  his  dealing  with  us ;  and  he  hath  fuffi-r 
clendy  warned  us  againfl  trufting  to  it.  He  hath  threat- 
ened to  make  the  fmner  feel  the  natural  confequence  of 
obftinacy,  by  ceafing  to  ilrive  with  him,  and  giving  him 
up  to  the  lulls  of  his  own  heart. 

It  is  an  awful,  but,  u&ful  leflbn  which  young  perfons 
may  learn  from  what  they  fee  in  the  world  about  them* 
Tfaofe  wlio  have  been  long  habituated  to  idlenefs,  what  a 
hopelels  thing  is  it  to  attempt  to  bring  them  to  apply  ? 
Thoie  who  h^ve  been  long  habituated  to  drunkennefs  and 
intemperance,  or  fenfuality  of  any  kind,  we  ought  not  to 
fay  they  are  inclined  to  it,  but  they  are  compelled  to  it  by 
the  irre^ftible  calls  of  thele  appetites  which  they  are  no 
longer  iit>le  to  control.  All  who  obierve  tiiem,  are  fo  feni 
fible  of  it,  that  they  cqnfider  it,  as  in  vain  to  fpeak  to  them, 
aiad  think  they  may  juft  as  well  fpeak  to  the  wind  or  the 
florin:  nay,  we  may  often  perceive  the  poor  unhappy 
wrete^ies  then^felves  feqijble  in  fome  meafure,  of  their 
captivity,  though  unable  to  break  the  chains  that  bind 
them.  Some  drunkarcjijs  have  been  known  to  be  filled 
with  the  deeped  vexation,  and  ready  to  tear  their  own 
flefli,   on  reflexion  of  their  beaflly  condition,  and  yet 

4rawn,  by  an  irrcGIlble  force,  to  the  next  temptation < 

Nothing  can  fet  in  a  clearer  li^t  the  deceitfulnefs  of  fin^ 
than  comparing  the  drength  of  habits,  with  die  flow  and 

VoL.ri.  I 
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filcnt  manner  in  which  they  fteal  on.  One  Tingle  aft  of 
fin  fcems  nothing ;  but  one  after  another  imperceptibly 
ftrengthens  the  difpofition,  and  enflavcsthe  unhappy  cri- 
mtnal  beyond  hope  of  recovery. 

(5.)  The  next  ftage  in  a  finncr's  courfe,  is,  to  lofe  the 
fcnfe  of  fliame,  and  fin  openly  and  boldly.  Sin  is,  in  it- 
felf,  a  diflionorable  thing,  which  hath,  in  many  inftances, 
the  teftimony  of  mankind  againll  it,  though  their  praftice 
be  on  its  fide.  Hence  comes  the  veil  and  covering  of 
hypocrify.  Moft  part  of  fins  are  the  works  of  darknefs, 
becaufe  diey  fliun  the  light.  But,  when  once  a  finner  has 
come  to  a  certain  degree,  he  throws  off  every  mafic  or 
covering,  and  fins  in  the  face  of  the  fun.  He  no  more 
fecks  darknefs  for  his  evil  deeds,  but  walks  as  **  deftrudli- 
**  on  that  wafteth  at  noon-day."  The  obferving  eyes,  and 
cenfuring  tongues  of  men,  are,  now,  no  bar  in  his  way  ; 
fince  the  ftrength  of  inclination  and  habit  is  fuch,  that  he 
muft  indulge  himfelf,  he  takes  courage,  and  refufes  to  be 
refirained. 

The  prophet  Jeremiah  mentions  it  as  an  evidence  of  a 
high  degree  of  degeneracy  in  the  children  of  Ifi-ael,  that 
many  of  them  had  loft  all  fenfe  of  fliame,  Jeremiah  vi.  i  j. 
"  Were  they  afliamed  when  they  had  committed  abomx- 
"  nation  ?  nay,  they  were  not  at  all  afliamed,  neither 
"  could  they  blufti :  therefore  they  fliall  fall  among  them 
"  that  fall :  at  the  time  that  I  vifit  them  they  ftiall  be  call 
**  down,  faith  the  Lord."  And,  without  all  queftion,  it 
is  an  evidence  on  an  uncommon  height  of  impiety,  when 
even  natural  fliame  is  gone ;  and  whoever  are  in  that  con- 
dition, have  loft  a  very  powerful  fence  to  virtue.  So 
long  as  fliame  remains,  it  is  a  great  draw-back  upon  them 
in  their  licentious  praftices  ;  but,  when  it  is  no  more, 
they  are  without  curb  or  reftraint,  they  draw  iniquity 
V}itb  cords  of  vanity^  and  sin^  as  it  were^  ivitb  a  cart- 
rofi&i  And  that  men  are  naturally  carried  to  this  bold  and 
fliamelefs  impiety,  is  evident  from  the  very  nature  of  the 
thing.  Repeated  aSs  of  fin,  which  muft  be  known,  of- 
fend natural  modefty  fo  frequently,  and  accuftom  a  man 
fo  much  to  Ihame,  that  he  lofes  the  fenfe  of  it  in  time  alto* 
gether.    Of  this  we  have  but  too  many  examples. 
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(6.)  Another  ftage  in  the  fmner's  progrtfs,  is,  to  har- 
den himfelf  fo  far,  as  to  fm  without  remorfe  ofconfcience. 
The  confcience  of  a  fmner,  for  a  long  time,  bears  its  tef- 
timony  againft  him,  and  every  outward  indulgence  cofts 
him  fome  inward  uneafinefs ;  but,  after  he  hath  given 
himfelf  over  to  abandoned  wickednefs,  it  frequently  ceafes 
its  reproof.  This  viftory  he  may  obtain  two  different 
ways :  i.  The  eafieft  and  fpeedieft  way  is  by  hearkening 
to  loofe  principles.  Thefe,  at  once,  fet  the  mind  at  eafe, 
a^d  blunt  the  reproofs  of  confcience.  But  of  this  I  have 
fpoken  on  a  former  head.  2.  The  other  way  is  pradical. 
The  frequent  repetition  of  atrocious  crimes  (tupiiies  the 
confcience.  They,  as  it  were,  weary  it  out,  and  drive  it 
to  defpair*  It  is  much  the  fame  with  the  monitor  in  our 
own  bread,  and  any  friend  who  has  a  concern  for  another; 
if  he  finds  that  inAru£lion,  admonition,  reproach,  are  all 
in  vain,  he,  at  laft,  loofens  the  reins,  and  fuffers  him  to 
take  his  courfe.  Now,  what  muft  be  the  condition  of  a 
man,  who  has  out-fmned  even  his  confcience  itfelf  ?  he 
muft  furely  be  kept  within  no  bounds,  but  triumph  in  his 
miferable  conqueft.  The  apollle  Paul  tells  us,  i  Tim, 
iv.  2,  of  fome  who  are  guilty  of  ^^  fpeaking  lies  in  hypo* 
^*  crify,  having  their  confcience  feared  with  a  hot  iron.'' 
And  thus  defcribes  the  condition  of  fome  fmners,  Eph.  iv. 
19.  •*  Who  being  paft  feeling,  have  given  themfelves  over 
'^  unto  lafcivioufnefs,  to  work  all  uncleannefs  with  greedi- 
*'  nefs."  Perhaps,  it  may  be  thought  fome  degree  of  com- 
fort to  a  finner  to  have  overcome  his  confcience,  fo  that  he 
is  no  more  harraffed  with  its  reproofs.  But  confider,  I 
pray  you,  that  all  that  he  hereby  gains,  is  only  to  be  a  lit- 
tle farther  out  of  the  way  of  recovery,  a  little  nearer  to  de- 
ftruftion.  What  avails  it,  that  he  has  rendered  himfelf 
infenfible  of  his  danger  ?  This  will  neither  fcreen  him 
from  it,  nor  make  it  lighter  when  it  falls.  There  is  fome- 
thing,  on  the  contrary,  extremely  terrible  in  the  conditi- 
on  of  that  man  who  is  infenfible  of  the  judgment  awsuting 
him,  and  ftill  going  on,  till  he  lift  up  his  eyes  in  torments 
that  Ihall  never  have  an  end.  But,  before  this,  he  has 
frequently  fome  further  fteps  to  go.  Having  finifhed  his 
character,  he  proceeds  to  finilh  hi$  work ;  and,  therefore, 
in  the 
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(7.)  Place,  Improved  finners  often  come  to  boaft  ahd 
glory  of  dicir  wickednefs.  It  is  fomething  to  be  above 
Ihame ;  but  it  is  more  ftill  to  glory  in  wickednefs,  and 
efteem  it  honorable.  Hear  what  the  apoftle  Paul  fays  of 
fuch,  Phil.  iii.  18, 19.  ^^  For  many  walk,  of  whom  1  have 
*'  told  you  often,  and  now  tell  you  even  weeping,  that 
*'  they  are  the  enemies  of  the  crofs  of  Chrift^  whofe  end  is 
"  deftruftion,  whofe  God  is  their  belly,  and  whefe  glory 
**  is  in  their  fhame,  \iho  mind  earthly  things.**  How 
many  are  there  who  haVe  ftudied  to  excel  each  other  in  the 
glorious  art  of  debauchery  uiid  riot,  and  then  proclaim 
their  own  praifes  upon  the  fubje£t !  How  dreadful  and 
how  pernicious  a  character  !  for  it  is  never  feparated 
from  its  counterpart,  defpifing  and  reproaching  true  reli-^ 
gion,  and  a  fted&ft  adherence  to  its  laws.  It  gives  me 
great  concern  to  fay,  that  there  is  fo  much  pains  taken 
amongft  us,  to  give  countenance  to  profanity  ;  fo  that  it 
requires  no  fmall  meafure  of  courage  and  refolution  not  to 
be  alhamed  of  our  Mailer's  ct-ofs.  To  what  height  of 
wickednefs  are  thofe  arrived,  who  have  thus  inverted  the 
natural  order  of  things,  have  maftered  their  own  judg- 
ment, and  turned  their  reafon  upfide  down.  Glorious 
ambition  indeed  !  to  have  made  fuch  a  progrefs  downward 
toward  the  brute  creation,  both  as  to  their  bodily  appetites 
and  the  fentiments  of  their  minds.  There  remaineth  but 
one  ftcp  more  for  them  to  take,  vix. 

(8.)  Not  to  be  content  with  being  wicked  themfelves, 
but  to  ufe  all  their  art  and  influence  to  make  others  fo  too. 
This  is  to  be  zealous  in  finning^  Jmd  induftrioufly  to  pro- 
mote the  intereft  of  the  infernal  caufe.  How  often  do  we 
find  thofe  who  have  no  fear  of  God  before  their  own  eyes, 
ufe  their  utmoft  endeavors  to  extinguifh  it  in  othera,  to 
laugh  down  the  qualms  of  their  conferences,  and  break 
any  reluctance  they  may  feem  to  have  at  running  to  the 
fame  excefs  of  riot  with  themfelves  ?  Some  are  fo  emi- 
nent this  way  that  they  refemble  the  Pharifees  who  "  com- 
•'  paflcd  fea  and  land  to  make  one  profelyte/*  and  whert 
they  had  made  him,  they  made  him  *'  two-fold  more  the 
^  child  of  hell  than  themfelves.'*  So  will  zealots  in  vice, 
eompafs  fea  and  land  tb  make  a  profelyte  to  the  devil.     It 
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is  hard  to  tell  to  what  we  ihould  attribute  this4Ktraordina- 
ry  conduct.  Is  it  that  they  are  really  perfuaded  they  have 
made  a  wife  choice,  and  out  of  their  great  generofity  and 
affection  to  their  brethren  are  willing  to  make  them  part- 
ners of  their  joy  ?  This  I  am  afraid  will  hardly  be  believ- 
ed by  any  reafonable  man.  It  is  more  probable,  that  as 
ihey  refemble  in  many  other  refpedls  their  father  the  devil, 
fo  they  refemble  htm  alfo  in  malice,  ^^  going  about  like 
**  roaring  Ikms,  feeking  whom  they  may  devour.'*  They 
already  begin  to  feel  their  mtfery  by  fm,  and  defire  to  bring 
as  many  as  poffible  into  the  fame  condition,  as  a  wretched 
(and  indeed  miftaken)  fource  of  confolation  in  their  fu- 
ture wo. 

And  now  to  clofe  the  fcene,  thofe  who  have  thus  far 
hardened  chemfelves  (hall  be  given  up  of  God  to  judicial 
blindnefs  of  mind,  and  hardnefs  of  heart.  When  this 
fentence  takes  place,  they  are  incapable  of  mercy,  and 
marked  out  as  veffels  of  wrath,  fitted  to  deftruftion.  That 
God  fometimes,  in  his  righteous  judgment,  lays  the  fmner 
under  this  awful  fentence,  is  evident  from  the  following 
paflages  of  fcripture,  Ifa.  vi.  10.  "  Make  the  heart  of  this 
'*  people  fat,  and  make  their  ears  heavy,  and  fliut  their 
"  ejrcs  :  left  they  fee  with  their  eyes,  and  hear  with  their 
''  ears,  and  underlland  with  their  heart,  and  convert,  and 
**  be  healed.  John  xii.  39,  40.  "  Therefore  they  could 
'*  not  believe,  becaufe  that  Efaias  faid  again,  he  hath  blind- 
'*  cd  their  eyes,  and  hardened  their  heart ;  that  they  Ihould 
"  not  fee  with  their  eyes,  nor  underftand  with  their  heart, 
"  and  be  converted,  and  I  fliould  heal  them."  Rom.  i.  28; 
"  And  even  as  they  did  not  like  to  retain  God  in  their 
**  knowledge,  God  gave  them  over  to  a  reprobate  mind, 
**  to  do  thofe  things  which  are  not  convenient."  2  Thcff. 
li.  n,  12.  "  And  for  this  caufe  God  (hall  fend  them 
*'  ftrong  delufions,  that  they  fhall  believe  a  lie ;  that  they 
"  all  might  be  damned,  who  believed  not  the  truth,  but 
''  bad  pleafune  in  unrighteoufnefs."  This  is  always  a 
conlcquence  of  their  former  obftinacy.  As  they  defpife 
and  trample  upon  his  mercy,  he  gives  them  over  to  thcm- 
fclvcs  and  the  matters  they  have  chofen ;  he  finifhes  the 
day  of  his  patience  and  long-fuffering,  and  devotes  them 
to  the  judgment  they  defcrve. 
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And  no||f  my  brethren,  view  (and  view  it  with  terror  f) 
the  dreadful  confequence  of  the  deceitfulnefs  of  fin,  and 
by  what  fatal  fteps  it  leads  on  to  that  hardnefs  of  heart 
which  is  a  fure  prelude  of  eternal  mifery.  Who  that 
ventures  upon  the  pra£lice  of  fin,  ever  intends  to  go  (b 
far  ?  They  mean  only  to  take  a  ihort  trial  of  the  plea- 
iures  of  vice  ;  but  it  gains  upon  them  infenfibly,  and  fixes 
its  hold  ftill  iafier  and  fader,  till  they  are  its  abfolute  (laves* 
I  (hall  conclude  this  illuftration  of  the  deceitfulnefs  of  fin 
with  obferving,  that  there  is  an  exac^  correfpondence  be- 
tween the  progrefs  of  a  faint  in  holinefs  and  meetnefs  for 
heaven,  and  the  progrefs  of  a  wicked  man  in  fin,  and  his 
growing  fitnefs  and  preparation  for  hell.  A  new  con- 
vert finds  it  hard  at  firft  to  feparate  himfelf  from  his  fins, 
and  confine  himfelf  within  the  bounds  of  duty ;  he  has 
fome  relenting  thought  towards  his  lufts,  as  old  compani- 
ons from  which  he  is  to  part  forever.  Juft  fo  a  young 
and  unexperienced  finner  finds  fome  reludance  at  fin, 
fome  uneafmefs  from  the  challenges  of  confcience,  and 

painful  forebodings  of  his  unknown  future  fate. ^A  good 

man  after  walking  fome  time  in  the  paths  of  virtue  finds 
the  way  become  fmoother  and  eafier,  and  ferves  God  with 
greater  conflancy,  and  with  greater  pleafure.  Juft  fo  the 
finuer  finds  it  more  eafy,  through  time,  to  violate  his  con- 
fcience, does  it  more  frequently,  and  with  lefs  remorfe* — 
A  good  man  foon  affociates  himfelf  with  the  excellent  ones 
of  the  earth,  he  is  inftrufted  by  their  converfation,  em- 
boldened by  their  example,  and  affifted  by  their  prayers. 
Juft  fo  the  finner  foon  finds,  or  is  found  out  by  thofe  who 
are  like  him  in  inclination ;  they  join  in  confederacy, 
adopt  each  others  principles,  and  follow  each  others  prac- 
tice.  A  good  man  in  time  is  thoroughly  confirmed^ 

becomes  pofTeft  of  a  prevailing  love  to  God  and  holinefs ; 
fo  that  it  is  his  very  nature,  his  delight,  as  well  as  duty. 
Juft  fo  the  finner,  in  procefs  of  time,  is  governed  by  his 
lulls :  they  acquire  that  authority  over  him  that  they  do 

not  folicit  but  demand  indulgence. A  good  man  is 

fortified  in  his  choice,  and  defpifes  the  fmiles  and  frowns 
of  a  corrupt  world.  Juft  fo  the  finner  lays  afide  fhame, 
and  fays,  nay  but  I  will  do  that  which  hath  proceeded  out 
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of  my  mouth. A  good  man  is  filled  with  Concern  for 

the  intereft  of  religion.  Juft  fo  the  finner  efpoufes  the 
caufe  of  profanity,  will  plead  it  in  his  converfation,  and 
ftrengthen  it  with  his  fubftance. — In  fine,  a  good  man  is 
at  laft  raifed  above  the  world,  his  heart  is  in  heaven,  and 
he  longs  to  be  carried  there.  Juft  fo  the  finner  fills  up  the 
meafure  of  his  iniquity  ;  the  infernal  pafllons  take  polFeffi- 
on  of  the  whole  man,  he  becomes  weary  of  the  earth  lor 
the  few  good  men  that  are  in  it,  and  is  fully  prepared  for 
the  language  of  blafphemy  and  defpain 

U.  I  proceed  now  to  the  fecond  general  head,  which 
was  to  confider  the  duty  which  is  founded  by  the  apoftle 
onthe  decettfulnefs  of  fin.  viz.  mutual  exhortation.  Ex- 
bort  one  another  daily ^  %vbiie  it  is  called^  to-day.  This  I 
frail  do  by  fome  reflections  on  the  three  following  particu- 
lars, ift,  The  perfons  who  are  obliged  to  exhort  others. 
idly,  The  feafon  in  which  this  duty  is  to  be  performed. 
Andf  3dly,  The  manner  in  which  it  is  to  be  performed, 
if  we  hope  to  do  it  with  fuccefs. 

I.  As  to  the  perfons  who  are  obliged  to  exhort  others. 
It  feems  in  this  paiTage  to  be  laid  upon  Chriftians  in  gene- 
ral^ without  any  exception,  exhort  one  another;  and  there 
is  little  doubt,  that  it  may  and  ought  to  be  underilood  in 
die  greateft  latitude.  This  is  perfectly  confonant  to  the 
fpirit  of  true  religion,  to  our  relation  one  to  another,  and 
to  the  conftant  language  both  of  the  Old  and  New-Tefta- 
ment.  The  two  great  branches  of  practical  religion,  the 
heads  of  the  two  tables  of  the  moral  law,  arc  love  to  God 
and  love  to  man ;  and  as  our  love  to  man  ought  to  take 
its  rife  from  our  love  to  God,  fo  there  can  be  no  exprefCon 
of  it  more  natural,  or  more  necefiary,  than  an  endeavor  to 
warn  them  of  the  deoeitful  nature  and  dangerous  confe- 
quences  of  fin.  This  is  a  duty  which  is  founded  with  the 
higheft  propriety  on  thedeceitfulnefs  of  fin.  For  as  it  de- 
ludes the  finner  himfelf,  often  in  an  infenfible  manner, 
others  may  be  fuppofed  to  obferve  his  condition,  and  to 
fee  the  impofition  more  clearly,  and  are  therefoi*e  obliged, 
by  the  diAates  both  of  humanity  and  piety,  to  awaken 
him  as  it  were  firom  his  lethargy,  and  admonifti  him  of 
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his  danger.  Oh,  my  brethren !  confider  how  clear  and 
unqueftionable  this  duty  appears  in  common  matters. 
Suppofe  any  man  were  to  obferve  an  apartment  on  fire^ 
and  know  of  feveral  perfons  fleeping  over  it,  or  near  it,  iq 
fecurity,  when  a  few  moments  delay  would  wrap  them  in 
the  flames,  what  a  monfter  of  injuftice  and  barbarity  would 
he  be  reckoned,  if  he  did  not  give  them  immediate  notice, 
that  they  might  flee  from  the  danger.  Is  the  danger  of  fia 
lefs  real  ?  Is  it  lefs  terrible  ?  Juft  the  contrary.  The  lofs 
of  fubftance,  or  the  lofs  of  life,  by  fire  in  our  dwellings,  is 
not  once  to  be  compared  with  having  foul  and  body  for- 
ever  tormented  in  the  fire  of  hell. 

Agreeably  to  this,  we  find  frequent  mention  of  thi$ 
duty  both  in  the  Old  and  New-Teflament.  It  is  a  pre- 
cept in  the  Levitical  law.  Ley.  xi)c.  17.  '*  Thou  flitlt  not 
^^  hate  thy  brother  in  thine  heart ;  thou  ihalt  in  any  wife 
"  rebuke  thy  neighbor,  and  not  fulFer  fin  upon  him.'*  Prov. 
ix.  8.  " — Rebuke  a  wife  man,  and  he  will  love  thee." 
Phil.  ii.  4.  "  LoQk  not  every  man  on  his  own  things, 
'*  but  every  man  alfo  on  the  things  of  others."  Heb.  x. 
24.  "  And  let  us  confider  one  another  to  provoke  unto 
*'  love,  and  to  good  works." 

There  is  no  doubt,  at  the  fame  time,  that  this  duty, 
however  general,  lies  with  peculiar  and  heavier  obligations 
on  fome  than  on  others,  and  varies  a  little  according  to 
the  difierent  relations  we  ftand  in  to  one  another.  You 
will  eafily  be  fenfible  how  much  it  is  the  duty  of  thofe  who 
have  the  miniftry  of  reconciliation  committed  to  them, 
who  are  entrufied  with  the  charge  of  precious  fouls,  to  be 
urgent  and  earned  in  their  exhortations,  to  all  without 
exception ;  to  be  at  all  proper  pains  to  fit  themfelve$  for 
awakening  the  attention,  enlightening  the  underllandiqg, 
and  convincing  the  confcienges  of  their  hearers.  }(  j^ 
^iheir  duty  to  do  what  in  them  lies,  to  trace  the  fubtil 
workings  and  windings  of  the  human  he^rt,  and  to  know 
the  depths  of  Satan,  as  the  fcripture  exprefies  it,  tQ  (}e*r 
dare  the  whole  couniel  of  God,  and  keep  b^ck  nothing 
that  is  profitable  for  their  hearers.  It  is  not  to  be  denied 
that  you  ought  to  hear  them  with  patience  ^nd  attention ; 
that  they  have  a  right  to  fppak  with  freedom  and  boldnei^ 
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to  pcrfons  of  every  rank  and  charafter  ;  and  that  there 
ought  to  be  a  particular  fire  and  edge  in  their  exhortati- 
ons, fince  they  watch  for  your  fouls  as  thofe  who  muil  give 
an  account  unto  God. 

There  is  alfo  a  particular  obligation  upon  fuperiors  of 
all  forts,  whether  in  office,  as  magidr^tes  ;  in  liatign,  as 
perfons  of  wealth  and  opulence ;  in  years,  as  tbofe  whom 
time  and  experience  ihould  have  enriched  with  folid  vvif- 
dom ;  in  relation,  as  parents  and  mailers  of  families,  to 
be  frequent  in  exhorting  others,  and  warning  them  of  the 
deceitfolneis  of  fin.  It  is  laid  upon  them,  and  expefled 
of  rbem,  that  they  ihould  not  live  to  themfelves,  that  they 
flbould  not  fatisfy  themfelves  with  exa£ting  and  looking  for 
the  refpe&  and  deference  which  is  their  due ;  but  that  they 
ought  to  exert  themfelves,  in  giving  ufeful  indruflion  or 
lalutary  admonition  to  all  who  are  within  their  fphere. 
Is  fin  fo  deceitful  ?  Are  the  unwary  and  ignorant  lb  ea- 
fily  mifled,  and  fo  hardly  recovered  ?  Then  furely  thofe 
who  ought  to  excel  others  in  knowledge,  fliould  be  care- 
fill  to  impart  it  for  the  benefit  of  the  weak.  Undoubtedly, 
my  brethreni  it  is  not  only  a  CbrilUan,  but  a  noble  and 
amiable  character,  for  thofe  who  are  exalted  above  others, 
to  be  full  of  compaflion  to  their  inferiors,  and  in  their 
whole  converfation  breathihg  a  defire  after  their  fpiritual 
good. 

But  it  is  alfo  plainly  a  part  of  Chrifiian  friendfliip,  even 
for  equals  to  exhort  one  another,  and  kindly  to  commu- 
nicate their  mutual  experience  in  the  fpiritual  life.  ''  Tht 
•'  lips  of  the  righteous  (we  are  told  by  Solomon)  feed  ma- 
**  ny."  O  how  rare  and  difficult  a  duty !  But  wherefore 
ihould  it  be  either  difficult  or  rare  ?  The  Love  of  God 
leads  to  it.  The  (late  of  your  brethren  requires  it.  And 
iiirely  it  is  neither  unpleafant  nor  hurtful  to  him  that  per- 
forms it.  I  am  fenfible  where  the  difficulty  lies.  We 
fuppoie  there  are  few  who  will  bear  it  with  patience,  or 
receive  it  widi  profit.  Alas !  my  brethren,  it  is  too  true, 
KTS  hear  on  all  hands,  complaints,  that  people  will  not 
take  advice ;  tliat  they  are  but  offisnded,  inilcad  of  being 
reformed.  Perhaps,  indeed,  this  is  as  much  owing  to 
the  manner  of  giving,  as  to  the  backwardnefs  of  receiving 
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counfel.  However,  we  (hall  allow  the  objeftion  ;  and 
fmce  the  duty  is  mutual,  I  hope  it  will  not  be  reckoned 
wandering  from  the  fubjeft,  if  I  befeech  you  to  fubmit  to 
one  anothers  exhortation.  We  all  ftand  in  need  of  it; 
we  may  all  be  the  better  for  it.  What  though  it  be  ad- 
miniftcred  imprudently  or  harlhly  for  the  manner ;  nay, 
though  it  may  flow  from  envy,  pride,  or  malice,  as  the 
principle;  you  will  lofe  nothing  by  hearkening  to  the 
counfel.  I  do  not  remember  any  thing  recorded  more 
tnily  glorious  for  a  monarch,  than  what  we  are  told  of 
Philip  of  Macedon,  that  he  heard  reproofs  not  only  with 
patience,  but  with  pleafure  :  and  I  am  fure,  there  is  no. 
thing  more  like  a  Chriflian,  than  to  profit,  not  only  by 
the  admonitions  of  friends,  but  by  the  reproaches  of  ene- 
mies. If  they  are  juft,  reform  what  is  amifs ;  if  they  are 
probable,  abftain  from  the  appearance  of  evil :  if  they  are 
neither  Ae  one  nor  the  other,  fubmit  to  them  witli  pati- 
ence, as  a  part  of  the  will  of  God. 

2.  I  come  now  to  confider  the  feafon  in  which  the  duty 
of  mutual  exhortation  is  to  be  performed,  Exhort  one 
another  daily ^  while  it  is  called^  to-day.  By  which  we 
are  to  underftand,  that  it  is  to  be  done  frequently,  and 
without  delay.  This,  my  brethren,  will  perfeftly  ac- 
commodate the  fubjedl  of  thisdifcourfe  to  our  prefent  fitu- 
ation,  when  entering  on  another  year.  We  have  many 
admonitions  of  the  quick  paffage  of  time ;  tind  all  thefe 
ferve  to  enforce  the  exhortation  of  the  wife  man,  Ecclef. 
IX.  lo.  **  Whatfoever  thy  hand  findeth  to  do,  do  it  with 
*'  thy  might ;  for  there  is  no  work,  nor  device,  nor  know- 
"  ledge,  nor  wifdom,  in  the  grave,  whither  thou  goeft." 
If  any  hearer  has  received  a  convidtion  of  the  deceitful- 
nefs  of  fin,  or  the  duty  of  mutual  exhortation,  he  ought 
ferioufly  to  confider,  that  the  prefent  time  only  is  his  ; 
that  he  knoweth  not  what  a  day  or  a  night  may  bring 
forth  ;  and  that  delaying  or  poflponing  what  he  may  do 
at  prefent,  is  at  the  pofGble  or  probable  hazard  of  its  be- 
ing left  undone  for  ever.  I  befeech  you,  my  brethren,  to 
make  this  ufe  of  the  commencement  of  another  yean 
There  is  no  difference,  in  one  fenfe,  between  one  day 
and  another,  as  much  of  life  is  fpent,  and  as  much  of  our 
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dying  frame  is  wafted  in  one  day  as  in  another;  but  our 
computation  and  reckoning  of  revolving  years,  by  the 
principal  feafons^  only  helps  us  to  mark  the  conUant, 
though  filent  paflage  of  time,  which,  like  a  flowing  river, 
is  bearing  us  all  down  into  the  ocean  of  eternity.  Has 
any  of  us  then  a  relation,  friend,  or  child,  to  whofe  eter- 
nal intereft  he  defires,  or  fees  it  to  be  his  duty  to  contri- 
bate  ?  let  him  be  fpeedy  and  diligent,  whether  by  inftruc- 
tion,  admonition,  example,  or  even  prayer :  you  know  not 
how  (hort  a  time  the  opportunity  may  laft.  By  and  by 
all  theie  relations  fhall  be  diflblved.  How  many  who 
were  with  us  laft  year,  are  now  fleeping  in  the  duft ;  their 
flate  irrevocably  fixed  for  eternity,  either  entered  into  reft, 
and  happy  in  their  Redeemer's  prefence,  or  referved  in 
chains  of  darknefs,  and  looking  forward,  with  defpair  and 
terror,  to  the  general  judgment.  No  warning  of  the  de- 
ceitfiilnefs  of  fin  there ;  they  know  it,  and  feel  it,  in  in- 
ward reproach,  and  everlafting  felf-condemnation.  No 
preaching  of  the  gofpel  there;  no  hope  of  recovery,  or 
place  for  repentance  there  :  fo  that  we  may  juftly  addrefs 
every  hearer  of  the  gofpel,  in  the  words  of  the  apoftle 
Paul,  2  Cor.  vi.  1,2.  **  We  then,  as  workers  together 
"  with  him,  befeech  you  alfo,  that  you  receive  not  the 
^  grace  of  God  in  vain.  For  he  faith,  I  have  heard  thee 
**  in  a  time  accepted,  and  in  the  day  of  falvation  have  I 
^  fuccored  thee :  behold,  now  is  the  accepted  time ;  be- 
"  hold,  now  is  the  day  of  falvation." 

I  fliall  only  add,  that  the  deccitfulnefs  of  fin,  and  the 
piecarioufnefs  of  time,  are  confiderations  which  fervc 
greatly  to  ftrengthen  one  another.  As  time  waftes,  the 
finner  hardens ;  not  only  is  the  feafon  pafling  away,  but 
the  work  is  becoming  ftill  more  difficult,  and,  at  laft,  as  I 
have  fliown  before,  in  the  courfe  of  nature,  and  by  the  ap- 
pointment  of  God,  totally  impoflible.  It  is  the  danger  of 
a  hardened  ftate,  that  the  apoftle  urges;  particularly  in  this 
paflage,  as  the  argument  to  diligence,  But  exhort  one  a- 
notber  daily  ^  while  it  is  called  iO'((ay  ;  lest  any  of  you  be 
hardened  through  the  deceitfulness  of  sin.  And,  indeed, 
elfewhere,  we  are  cautioned  againft  delay,  for  the  fame 
reafon.     Thus,  in  Pfal.  xcv.  7,  8,  which  is  cited  a  few 
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vcrfes  Jifter  the  text,  *^—- To-day,  if  ye  will  hear  his  vovot^ 
^'  harden  not  your  heart,  as  in  the  provocation,  and  as  in 
"  the  day  of  temptation  in  the  wikkmefe-V 

3.  Let  usconfiderdte  manner  in  which  this  exhortati- 
on muft  be  given,  if  we  hope  to  do  it  with  fuccefs.  And, 
here,  I  mu(l  acknowledge,  there  is  fo  great  a  variety  of 
cafc^s,  that  it  would  be  extremely  difficult,  or  almoft  im- 
poflible,  di(lin6Uy,  to  enumerate  Ihem  all,  and  give  the 
different  direftioiis  that  are  fuited  to  each ;  there  muft  be 
a  great  difference  in  the  manner,  according  to  the  end  pro- 
pofed.  Superiors  of  all  forts,  magilbrates,  minifters^  and 
heads  of  families,  may,  and  ought  to  reprove,  both  with 
authority  and  feverity^  becaufe  the  end  is  not  fingly  the 
ixitormarion  of  an  individual,  but  the  prefervation  of  others, 
and  the  general  good :  nay,  even  private  Chriftians  may 
often  be  called  to  reprove,  in  much  the  fame  maimer  as  a 
public  tcftimony  of  their  abhorrence  of  ftn :  they  may 
have  it,  chiefly,  in  view,  to  fave  or  edify  the  by-ftartders, 
by  refuting  the  calumnies  of  an  etiemy,  bearing  down  tri- 
umphant wickednefs,  or  difgracing  an  openfaftor  for  the 
devil. 

But  as  I  reckon  the  pafTage  of  fcripture,  which  is  the 
fubjeft  of  my  difcourfis,  has  an  eye,  chiefly,  to  brotherly 
admonition,  for  the  benefit  of  the  perfon  concerned,  1 
Ihall  jull  metition  fome  of  the  moft  important  direSions 
for  doing  it  with  fucceffs.  Thefe  ftiall  be  both  negative 
and  pofitive. 

ilL  You  ought  not  to  reprove  at  an  uncertwnty,  upon 
bare  rumor  and  fufpicion.  This  is  what  many  people 
have  done,  and  thereby  have,  in  a  great  meafure,  loft  all 
tlie  pains  they  have  beftowed.  Where  men  are  reproved 
in  the  wrong  place,  or  for  what  they  either  are  not  guilty 
of,  or  are  much  lefs  guilty  than  is  ftrppofed,  it  often  pots 
them  upon  felf-juftiiication,  and  hardens  them  againft  all 
reproof  for  the  time  to  come. 

2dly.  It  ought  not  to  be  done  when  the  offending  per- 
fon  is  in  an  ill  temper  to  receive  it.  Though  no  time 
ought  to  be  loft  in  doing  what  good  we  can  to  our  neigh- 
bor, efpecially  to  the  precious  foul ;  yet  it  is  worfe  than 
.lofmg  time  to  attempt  te,  when  he  is  in  a  difpofition  to  re- 
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jtQ.  it :  for  example,  it  is  ufually  improper  prefently  after 
the  fin  is  committed,  becaufe  then  the  heat  is  not  over, 
nor  the  uproar  of  the  paffions  and  affe£tions  ap}?ealcd. 
Many  a  dometlic  reproof  is  thrown  away  in  this  manner. 
Perhaps,  a  hufband  comes  home  difordered  in  liquor,  and 
his  wife  meets  him  with  a  furly  countenance,  and  re- 
proachful language  ;  the  o&nce  is  too  recently  taken  by 
her  to  fpeak  with  meeknefs,  and  the  provocation  too  re- 
cently given  by  him  to  hear  with  patience :  hence  dif- 
lenGons  and  quarrels  arife  ;  and,  periiaps,  he  is  hardened 
m  hi&  fin,  by  thinking  he  hath  greater  caufe  to  be  difplea- 
ied  with  his  wife  for  the  frowardnefs  of  her  temper,  than 
ihe  has  to  be  difpleafed  with  him  for  his  intemperance. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  is  not  improbable,  that,  by  waiting 
till  the  return  of  calmnefs  and  reflexion,  the  fm  may  be 
iet  in  fuch  a  light,  as  to  carry  conviAion  to  the  confci- 
ence,  and^  by  the  bleillng  of  God,  prove  the  means  of  re- 
formation. Many  are  the  admirable  remarks  of  Solomoa 
on  this  and  the  like  fubjefts ;  particularly,  Prov.  xv.  23. 
*^  A  word  fpoken  in  due  feafon,  hew  good  is  it !" 

3dly,  We  are  not  to  reprove  thofe  whom  we  have  rea. 
Xcn  to  believe  to  be  fuch  defperate  wretches,  that  they 
would  be  but  the  more  exafperated,  and  fm  in  the  more 
daring  manner,  on  account  of  the  reproof.  To  thefe  it 
would  be  no  aft  of  love  and  clurity,  as  it  would  provoke 
them  to  diihonor  God  flill  more  highly,  and  fo  heap  fiill 
heavier  loads  of  wrath  and  vengeance  on  their  own  heads. 
iris  afafying  of  Augulline,  one  of  the  fathers:  *  If  we  therc- 
^  fore  abdlain  from  admonrihing  wicked  men,  becaufe  the 
^  feafon  does  not  fufier  it,  or^  we  fear,  they  may  become 
*  worfe  by  it,  that  feeras  to  be  the  counfcl  of  charity.* 
And  alas !  how  many  are  there,  who,  when  they  are  re- 
proved for  their  fins,  though  very  juftly,  are  prefently 
kindled  into  a  rage,  fall  a  blafpiieming  and  railing  at  piety, 
and  all  that  profefs  it,  and  feem  more  confirmed  than 
ever  in  their  hatred  and  oppofition  to  it.  Therefore  we 
are  cxprefsly  warned  of  the  danger  of  this  by  Solomon, 
Prov.  ix.  7.  "  fie  that  prove th  a  fcorner,  getteth  to  him- 
^*'  felf  ihame  ;  and  he  that  rebuketh  a  wicked  man,  geu 
"  teth.himfclf  a  blot.''  And,  to  the  liune  purpofe,  our  blci- 
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fed  Saviour,  Matt.  vii.  6.  *'  Give  not  that  which  is  holjr 
**  unto  the  dogs,  neither  caft  ye  your  pearls  before  fwine, 
•*  left  they  trample  them  under  their  feet,  and  turn  again 
•*  and  rend  you."  On  the  other  hand,  pofitively,  when 
reproof  or  exhortation  are  adininiftered, 

I  ft.  It  ihould  be  made  appear,  as  much  as  poflible^  to 
flow  from  love  and  affedtion  as  its  principle.  It  is  plain^ 
that  this  ought  to  be  its  principle,  in  order  to  its  being  a 
duty  acceptable  to  God ;  and  there  will  be  little  hope  of 
its  fuccefs  with  men,  unlefs  this  appear  to  their  convi&i- 
on.  It  would,  indeed,  be  greater  perfeftion  to  profit  by 
the  malicious  inveftives  of  enemies ;  but  every  bixly  will 
allow,  that  is  not  ordinarily  to  be  expected ;  for  this  rea- 
fon,  all  oftentation  and  vain  glory  is  carefully  to  be  avoid* 
ed,  and  every  thing  that  may  look  like  only  aiFefting  fu- 
periority ;  for  the  fame  reafon,  it  Ihould,  in  all  ordinary 
cafes,  be  done  in  as  fecret  a  manner  as  circumft^nces 
will  permit  it.  The  cafe  of  public  offences,  to  be  fure, 
muft  be  excepted ;  concerning  which  we  are  told,  *'  Them 
*'  that  fin,  rebuke  before  all,  that  others  alfo  may  fear.** 
But,  in  other  cafes,  not  only  of  private  injury,  but  of  pri- 
vate  fins,  the  rule  of  our  Saviour  is  to  be  obferved,  Matth. 
xviii.  15.  " — If  thy  brother  fhall  trefpafs  againft  thee,  go 
^'  and  tell  him  his  fault  between  thee  and  him  alone ;  if 
"  he  ftiall  hear  thee,  thou  haft  gained  thy  brother.**  I  can- 
not fay  all  that  might  be  faid  on  this  fubjedl ;  but  nothing 
can  be  of  greater  importance,  than,  if  poffible,  to  Ihow 
that  it  flows  from  love  :  for,  where  the  offender  is  truly 
convinced  of  this,  even  though  he  fliould  not  be  reformed9 
it  is  very  feldom  that  he  is  difpleafed.     Therefore, 

2dly,  As  it  ought  to  flow  from  love  as  the  principle,  fo 
it  ought  to  be  condufted  with  meeknefs  in  the  fame  man* 
ner.  No  railing  or  reviling  expreffions,  which  will  look 
.  like  the  wounds  of  an  enemy,  to  deftroy,  and  not  the  balm 
of  a  phyfician,  to  cure.  Therefore  the  Apoftle  gives  us  ad- 
vice, in  the  following  terms.  Gal.  vi.  i.  "  Brethren,  if  a 
"  man  be  overtaken  in  a  fault,  ye  which  are  fpiritual,  rc- 
**  ftore  fuch  an.  one  in  the  fpirit  of  meeknefs  :  confidering 
*'  thyfelf,  left  thou  alfo  be  tempted/'  This  laft  exprefEon 
gives  an  inimitable  beauty  to  the  apoftolic  counfeh     Our 
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own  fins  ihould  fill  us  with  compaffion  as  muph  as  refent- 
ment  againfl  finners,  and  fhould  make  us  take  the  iame 
gentle  methods  with  others  that  we  would  wifh  to  be  taken 
with  oorfelveSf  if  we  were  in  their  condition.  We  are  of 
the  £une  nature,  liable  to  the  fame  temptations,  and,  if 
left  of  God,  may  eafiiy  fall  into  the  fame  mifcarriages. 
Befides,  as  it  is  mod  fuitable  to  our  ftate  and  character,  fo 
it  18  moft  likely  to  have  a  proper  effect.  Meek  and  gentle 
admonitions  will  penetrate  the  heart,  when  rough  and 
clamorous  reproofs  will  be  rejefted  and  defpifed.  Thus 
Solomon  fays,  Prov,  xxv.  15,  "  By  long  forbearing  is  a 
**  prince  perfuaded,  and  a  foft  tongue  breaketh  the  bone.*' 
And,  Chap.  xv.  i,  "  A  foft  anfwer  turneth  away  wrath, 
"  but  grievous  words  ftir  up  anger.'* 

3dlyY  Reproof  fhould  be  given  with  fome  degree  of  zeal 
IS  well  as  meeknefs ;  we  fhould  avoid  the  extreme  of  re- 
mifinefe  as  well  as  feverity.  A  flight  carelefs  reproof  is 
often  worfe  than  none ;  for  it  is  ready  to  make  the  offen- 
der think  lightly  of  his  own  offence.  There  muft,  there- 
fore,  be  fuch  evident  weight  and  concern  of  fpirit,  as  may 
fi^rve  to  evidence  as  well  his  danger  as  your  own  love. 
For  this  reafon,  I  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that  fpeaking  in 
a  way  of  jeft,  and  merriment,  on  fins  of  an  atrocious  na- 
turc  is  deeply  criminal,  and  highly  pernicious.  Solomon 
tcUs  us,  "  Fools  make  a  mock  at  fin."  Though  a  turn 
to  raillery  and  pleafantnefs  of  temper  is  reckoned  a  very 
hannlefs  as  well  as  agreeable  difpofition ;  yet  great  care 
ought  to  be  taken  of  the  fub]e£ts  on  which  it  is  exercifed. 
It  is  only  fmaller  weaknefTes  that  ought  to  be  treated  in 
this  manner.  Sins  againfl.  God  fhould  be  treated  with  a 
gravity  and  ferioufnefs  from  the  importance  of  their  na- 
ture and  effefts.  I  fhall  give  an  inflance  of  this.  Swear- 
ing, and  taking  the  name  of  God  in  vain,  is  fometimes 
ridiculed,  inftead  of  being  reproved.  This  feldom  has 
a  good  eficdt.  The  crime  is  of  fo  atrocious  a  nature,  and 
fo  direft  an  affaultupon  the  majefty  of  God,  that  it  ought 
not  to  be  treated  lighdy,  as  only  a  fmall  indecorum,  or 
breach  of  good  manners.  It  ought,  indeed,  to  be  defpifed 
for  its  folly ;  but  at  the  fame  time  it  ought  to  be  deeply 
abhorred  for  its  guilt* 
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4thl)r,  In  the  laft  place.  In  admonifbing  one  another 
for  particular  fins,  we  (hould  ftill  keep  in  view  the  fource 
of  all  fin,  a  polluted  nature  ;  and  the  great  danger  of  the 
finner,  as  in  a  finful  (late.  Though  particular  mifcar- 
riages  may  give  the  occafion,  it  is  of  fmall  moment  to 
convince  them  of  the  folly  of  fuch  or  fuch  a  praftice,  uru 
Icfs  you  point  out  to  them  the  neceflity  of  repentance,  in 
general,  upon  evangelical  principles.  I  have  rarely  fecn 
that  any  arguments  were  fufficient  to  reform  a  finner  of 
any  particular  fault  he  was  once  addided  to,  but  thofe 
drawn  from  eternity,  and  the  awful  cffedls  of  the  difplea- 
fure  of  a  holy  God.  Prefent  inconveniencies,  however 
great,  foon  lofe  their  cfFedl,  and  are  quite  unequal  to  com- 
bat  a  vicious  inclination,  or  wreflle  with  the  power  of 
habit.  But,  though  it  were  otherwife,  what  a  fmall  matter 
is  it  to  cure  a  man  of  being  a  drunkard,  or  a  fwearer,  or  a 
whoremonger,  if  dill  you  leave  him  a  flave  to  fin,  upon 
the  whole,  a  fervant  of  the  devil,  and  an  heir  of  hell  ?  It 
is  plainly  with  a  view  to  the  final  confequences  of  fin,  that 
the  ApoiUe  recommends  mutual  exhortation  in  this  paf- 
fage,  Exhort  one  another  daily ^  while  it  is  called^  to-day; 
lest  any  of  you  be  hardened  through  the  deceitfulness  of  sin. 
Would  you,  therefore,  admonifh  any  perfon  to  his  real 
profit  ?  make  ufe  of  particulars,  to  convince  him  of  the 
evil  of  all  fin,  as  fuch,  and  its  power  and  influence  over 
him  by  nature.  When  you  reprove  him  for  any  fault  he 
has  committed,  Ihew  him  the  deceitfulnefis  of  fin,  and 
where,  if  he  do  not  fpeedily  flop,  he  will  be  landed  at  laft. 
liCt  his  eternal  ftate  be  the  motive  that  urges  you  to  the 
duty,  and  let  the  fame  great  confidcration  be  made  ufe  of 
to  carry  home  the  inftruftion  with  power  and  efficacy  upon 
his  heart. 

5ihly,  In  the  laft  place.  Let  thofe  who  would  acquit 
the mfe Ives  of  this  duty,  in  a  proper  manner,  be  particu- 
larly watchful  and  circumfpeft  in  their  own  condud.  It 
is'  evident,  that  nothing  can  be  more  unfuitable,  than  for 
thofe,  who  take  upon  them  to  admonifli  others,  to  be 
grofsly  and  vifibly  Wameable  themfelves.  It  is,  indeed, 
fo  intolerable,  that  nobody  can  bear  their  inftrudlions  with 
patience.     You  know,  from  daily  experience,  that  recri- 
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mination  is  the  firft  thing  to  which  thofe  who  are  repre- 
hended betake  thcmfelves.  The  moment  they  are  chaU 
ieoged^  the  reply  is  ready,  Why,  you  yourfcU',  do  lb  and 
fa,  or,  perhaps,  worfe.  So  prone  are  they  to  this,  that 
many  limes  they  will  upbraid  men  with  innocent  or  lawful 
things,  as  if  they  were  faulljs,  to  cover  their  own  guilty 
practice.  Now,  if  this  is  the  cafe,  how  niuch  more  hurt- 
ful muft  it  be  for  thofe,  who  reprove  others,  to  be  really 
liable  to  juft  accufation  themfelves,  and,  perhaps  upon 
the  &nae  fubje£t  ?  Therefore  our  Saviour  fays,  with  the 
greateft  ftrength  and  propriety,  Luke  vi.  41, 42,  '^  And 
'*  wbj  belioUeft  thou  the  mote  that  ia  in  thy  brother's  eye, 
'^  bttt  perceiveft  not.  the  beam  that  is  in  thine  own  eye  ? 
^  Eidicr,  how  eafift  thou  fay  to  thy  brother.  Brother,  let 
*^  me  pull  out  the  mote  that  is  in  thine  eye^  when  thou, 
**  thyfeU^  behokteft.  not  the  beami  that  is  in  thine  own  eye  ? 
^^  Thoa  hypocricc,  caft  out  firft  the  bearat  out  of  thine  own 
^  eye,  and  then  ftialt  thou  fee  clearly  to  pull  out  the  mote 
^  that  ia  in  thy  brother's,  eye  ?"  Perhaps,  my  brethren, 
Some  of  yoo  are  faying  within  yourfelves,:  Alas!  you  hav^ 
now  defisoyed  the  whole  effc£tof  what  has  been  urged,  at 
fo  great  leegth,  on  the  duty  of  mutual  exhortation ;  for 
where  is  the  man  that  is  without  fin,  to  reprove  his  neigh- 
bor ?  My  brethren,  no  doubt  we  have  all  fuch  iailings 
aa  ought  to  make  us.  do  it  with  meeknefs  and  felf-deniol ; 
yet  fiirely  we  both  may  and  ought  to  walk  fo  circumfpeft- 
ly,  aa  not  to  be  juftly  liable  to  heavy  accufations.  Though 
there  is  no  holding  of  intemperate  tongues,  yet,  furely, 
there  is  fuch  a  thing  as  a  converfation  becoming  the  gof- 
peU  which  will!  entitle  the  fbrvant  of  Chrift  to  appear  with 
&me  Bieafure  of  courage  in  his.  mailer's  caufe;  nay,  and 
iiiich  an  habitual  love  of  mankind,  as  may  fometimes  open 
their  ears  to  bis  falutary  couniel.  And,  believe  it,  thofe 
who  begin  to  make  confcience  of  their  duty  to  their  neigh*. 
bor,  either  ki  a  family,  or  a  wider  fphere,  will  find  its  pow- 
erful and  happy  influence  as  a  reftraint  upon  their  own 
condud.  They  will  be  naturally  led  to  double  their  dili- 
gence, left  their  example  fliould  unhappily  frudrate  the 

t&Qc  ot  their  reproofe. One  particular  more  I  muft 

add,  that  the  next,  thing  to  being  ^vv^ys:  in  the  right,  is  to 
Vol,  II.  L 
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be  humble,  and  ready  to  confefs  when  you  have  been  in 
the  wrong.  This  alfo  is  a  fcripture  precept,  James  v.  16, 
"  Confefs  your  faults  one  to  another,  and  pray  one  for 
"  another,  that  ye  may  be  healed."  I  am  perfuaded  that 
few  things  would  add  greater  weight  to  any  perfon's  ad* 
monitions,  than  his  being  willing  to  confefs,  and  ready 
to  amend,  any  thing  that  was  pointed  out  to  him  as  Uame- 
able  in  his  own  condud. 

I  come  now,  in  the  lad  place,  to  make  fome  ^ra£tical 
application  of  what  has  been  faid.     And, 

1.  From  what  has  been  faid,  you  may  fee  the  great  cor- 
ruption and  depravity  of  our  nature.  I  look  upon  it  as 
of  great  moment  to  have  a  deep  and  growing  conviction 
of  this  truth.  It  is  the  language  of  fcripture,  it  is  the  lan- 
guage of  experience,  and  it  is  the  parent  of  humility,  I 
obferved,  in  the  beginning  of  my  difcourfe  on  this  fubjcdl, 
and  it  appears  from  every  thing  that  has  been  faid  upon 
it,  that  the  deceitfulnefs  of  fin  is  but  another  expreffion  for 
the  treachery  of  the  human  heart.  In  vain  would  the  ob- 
je£ts  of  fin  appear  before  us ;  in  vain  would  Satan  and  his 
emiffaries  prefent  their  folicitations,  if  our  own  inclinati- 
on did  not  plead  powerfully  in  their  favor.  To  be  deep- 
ly convinced  of  this,  will  lead  to  the  exercife  of  penitence^ 
and  to  felf-denial,  which  is  the  bed  mean  of  our  fupport 
and  prefervation.  If  the  deceitfulnefs  of  fin  lies  chiefly 
in  ourfelves,  that  man  will  guard  againft  it  in  the  moft  ef- 
fectual manner,  who  has  learned  to  fear  himfelf  as  his 
own  greateft  enemy. 

2.  From  what  has  been  faid,  let  us  be  led  to  ftridtnefs 
and  frequency  in  felf-examination.  If  fin  is  fo  deceitful, 
it  may  eafily  lurk  unobferved.  Self-knowledge  is  a  ftudy 
of  as  great  difficulty  as  importance.  You  have  heard 
what  artful  difguifes  fin  puts  on,  and  how  dreadfully  fome 
have  been  led  aftray.  The  very  bed  duties  may  be  pol- 
luted by  finful  motives,  and  the  very  word  things  may  be 
done  by  an  erring  confcience,  of  which  we  may  judly  fay, 
with  our  Saviour,  Matth.  vi.  23,  " — If  therefore  the  light 
"  that  is  in  thee  be  darknefs,  how  great  is  that  darknefs!*' 
The  old  heathen  precept,  "  Know  tiiyfelf,'^  was  reckoned 
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fo  excellent  a  faying,  that  they  fuppofed  it  to  be  a  revela- 
tion from  Heaven,  And,  in  the  holy  Scriptures,  we  have 
many  exhortations  to  felf-examination.  I  ihall  only  nien« 
tion  tliat  of  the  apoftle  Paul,  2  Cor.  xiii.  5,  "  Examine 
**  yourfelves,  whether  ye  be  in  the  feith ;  prove  your  own 
**  felves  :  know  ye  not  your  own  felves,  how  that  Jefus 
"  Ghrift  is  in  you,  except  ye  be  reprobates  ?"  Nay,  af- 
ter all  our  pains  to  examine  ourfelves,  there  ought  to  re- 
main  fuch  a  fufpicion  of  our  own  treachery,  as  fhould 
make  us  intreat,  humbly  and  eameftly,  the  more  impartial 
trial  of  a  heart-fearching  God,  PfaL  xix.  12,  "  Who  can 
•*  underftand  his  errors  ?  Cleanfe  thou  me  from  fccret 
"  faults/'  Pfal.  cxxxix.  23,  24.  "  Search  me,  O  God  ! 
"  and  know  my  heart :  try  me,  and  know  my  thoughts : 
"  and  fee  if  there  be  any  wicked  way  in  me,  and  lead  me 
«*  in  the  way  everlafting.'' 

3.  From  what  hath  been  faid,  let  me  befeech  all,  but 
efpecially  young  perfons,  to  beware  of  the  beginnings  of 
fin.  It  may  be  faid  of  fin,  in  general,  as  Solomon  fays  of 
ftrife,  "  the  beginning  of  it  is  like  the  letting  out  of  water." 
Beware  of  all  that  difcourfe  which  tends  to  give  you  flight 
thoughts  of  any  fm.  Sometimes  men  confider  fins  as 
fmall  fins,  and  therefore  tolerable.  Many  parents  have 
thought  it  wrong  to  check  their  children  for  the  follies  and 
levities  of  youth,  and  have  found,  to  their  melancholy  ex- 
perience, that  when  follies  had  been  fufFcred  to  ripen  into 
crimes,  they  had  taken  too  deep  hold  to  be  rooted  up. 
Many  make  light  of  fin  by  comparifon.  How  common 
is  the  pretence  of  the  drunkards  :  We  are  harming  nobo- 
dy ;  we  are  not  fpeaking  ill  of  our  neighbors ;  we  are  not 
oppreffing  the  poor.  In  the  mean  time,  they  are  foon  led 
to  curfing  and  blafphemy ;  and,  perhaps,  by  their  riotous 
living,  they  are  unable  to  pay  their  juft  debts,  rob  the  in- 
duftrious  poor  of  their  right,  and,  for  the  indulgence  of  a 
beaftly  appetite,  bring  their  own  offspring  to  beggary  and 
ruin.  Such  is  the  behavior  of  many  of  your  harmlefs 
people ;  men  of  focial  friendly  difpofitions,  that,  if  you 
believe  them,  would  not  wrong  their  neighbor  of  a  farthing 
to  their  knowledge ;  and  yet  it  would  be  happy  for  any 
man  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  highway  robbers,  rather  than 
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into  their  fociety.  How  -(hort-fighted  men  are !  they  n<Jt 
only  forget  to  look  forward  to  the  other  world,  but  look 
not  even  to  any  diftance  in  this.  From  time  to  time  w« 
are  made  fools  by  fin,  which  isever  aiks  more  of  us  than 
the  prefent  compliance;  yet,  if  this  is  granted,  never 
leaves  us  till  our  (late  is  irrecoverable.  What  reafon  hai'se 
all  to  be  afraid  of  that  depljprable  hardnefs  of  heart  which 
is  the  confequence  of  the  continued  indulgence  of  fin.  Let 
us  never  confidcr  any  fin  by  itfelf,  but  togetlier  with  that 
ugly  train  which  it  draws  behind  it ;  and,  then,  though 
our  falfe  hearts  might  plead  for  the  indulgence  of  a  Angle 
lud,  they  may  not  be  fo  willing  to  fubmit  to  that  deluge 
of  vice  which  follows  feft  at  its  heels. 

4.  In  the  lail  placce,  I  fhall  clofe  the  fubje£^,  by  addreif- 
ing  an  exhortation  to  tliofe  of  my  hearers,  who  have  been 
long  and  hardened  finners ;  who  have  many  habits  of  vic« 
cleaving  to  them  ;  who  have  hitherto  defpifed  the  gofpel, 
and  even  fat  in  the  feat  of  the  fcoruful.  No  doubt,  you 
have  heard,  in  vain,  and,  perhaps,  with  contempt,  many 
exhortations  of  this  kind  before  ;  and  therefore,  there  is, 
humanly  fpeaking,  but  little  hope,  that  any  thing  I  can 
fay  will  have  the  tSt&.  However,  as  our  bleffed  and  gra- 
cious  Mader  has  commanded  his  gofpel  to  be  preached  to 
every  creature,  this  Prince  of  the  kings  of  the  earth  is 
able,  by  his  Spirit  accompanying  the  word,  to  lay  the 
proudcfl  and  the  boldeft  of  his  enemies  proftrate  at  his 
feet ;  let  me  befeech  you,  in  his  name,  to  hear,  that  your 
fouls  may  live.  Why  will  you  longer  continue  at  enmity 
with  him,  while  he  is  ofierirtg  you  mercy  ?  Nay,  he  i$ 
treating  you  with  mercy  in  every  inftance  of  his  kind  pro- 
vidence, in  die  renewed^meffages  of  his  bleiTed  word,  and 
in  his  dying  agonies  on  the  accurfed  tree  !  Have  you  been 
long  wedded  to  fin  ?  be  is  able  to  fet  you  free ;  he  came 
to  deftroy  the  works  of  the  devil,  and  is  able  to  knock  oflF 
the  ftrongeft  fetters,  and  reflore  liberty  to  the  moft  forrow- 
ful  captive,  "  W^,  then,  as  workers  together  with  him, 
**  befeech  you  alfo,  that  ye  receive  not  the  grace  of  God  in 
"  vain."  Remember,  on  the  other  hand,  I  befeech  you, 
tlie  dreadful  vengeance  that  awaits  the  defpifers  of  tlie  gof- 
pel.     If  you  iUll  refufe  the  gracious  offer ;  if  you  will  not 
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fufFer  his  mercy  to  be  glorified  in  your  recovery,  his  hoH- 
nefs,  power,  and  juftice,  fliall  be  illuftrated  in  your  perdi- 
tion. Time  is  haftening  away ;  judgment  is  haftening 
on ;  no  refufing  to  appear  at  that  bar ;  no  deceiving  or 
biafiing  that  judge ;  no  room  to  efcape ;  no  fource  of  con- 
folation  under  that  fentence.  How  infupportable  the  re- 
fle^on  on  opportunity  irrecoverably  loft !  And  how  ter- 
riUe  the  fan£tion  which  follows  upon  the  offer  of  mercy ! 

You  may  read  it,  Prov.  1.  24, 31.  "  Becaufe  I  have 

"  called,  and  ye  refufed,  I  have  ftretched  out  my  hand, 
^^  and  no  man  regarded  :  but  ye  have  fet  at  nought  all  my 
"  counfel,  and  would  none  of  my  reproof:  I  alfo  will 
**  laugh  at  your  calamity,  I  will  mock  when  your  fear 
"  cometh.  When  your  fear  cometh  as  defolation,  and 
"  your  deftruftion  cometh  as  a  whirlwind ;  when  diftreis 
**  and  anguiOi  cometh  upon  you.  Then  (hall  they  call 
*^  upon  me,  but  I  will  not  anfwer ;  they  fhall  feek  me 
**  early,  but  they  Ihall  not  find  me :  for  that  they  hated 
**  knowledge,  and  did  not  chufe  the  fear  of  the  Lord.  They 
**  would  none  of  my  counfel ;  they  defpifed  all  my  re- 
**  proof:  therefore  fliall  they  eat  of  the  fruit  of  their  own 
"  way,  and  be  filled  with  their  own  devices." 

I  only  add,  if  any  impreffion  is  made  on  your  minds,  of 
the  importance  of  eternity,  fuffer  it  to  abide  there.  Let 
it  have  an  immediate  effeft.  Of  all  the  deceits  of  fin  or 
Satan,  none  more  fatal  than  that  of  putting  off  convictions 
to  a  more  convenient  feafon.  I  conclude,  therefore,  with 
the  words  of  Solomon,  Ecclef.  ix.  10.  "  Whatfoever  thy 
**  hand  findeth  to  do,  do  it  with  thy  might ;  for  there  is 
**  no  work,  nor  device,  nor  knowledge,  nor  wifdom,  in 
**  the  grave  whither  thou  goeft."    Amen. 
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TaE  BELIEVER  going  to  GOD  as  his  EXCEEDING  JOY. 

SERMON  20- 


PSALM  xliii.  4- 
Then  will  I  go  unto  the  altar  ofGodj  unto  God  my  exceeding 

IT  is  of  great  moment  to  attend  to  the  proper  mixture 
of  reverence  and  love  which  ought  to  poffefs  our  hearts 
in  the  worlhip  of  the  living  God.  If  they  arife  from  proper 
principles,  they  will  not  deflroy  or  weaken,  but  ftrength- 
m  one  another,  A  believer  can  never  lye  too  low  in  the 
dull  before  the  mod  holy  God  ;  he  can  never  be  too  fen- 
fiUe  either  of  his  diftance  as  a  creature,  or  his  guilt  and 
uoworthinefs  as  a  (inner :  but,  at  the  fame  time,  he  can 
never  be  too  deeply  penetrated  with  a  fenfe  of  divine  love, 
or  have  too  ftrong  and  ardent  defires  after  communion  and 
fellowfliip  with  God.  The  truth  is,  the  lower  we  are  in 
our  own  fight,  it  doth  but  the  more  illuilrate  and  magnify 
an  the  grace  that  is  fhewn  to  us  in  the  gofpel :  and  the 
more  joyfully  we  contemplate  the  fulnefs  of  our  portion 
in  an  infinite  God,  it  will  but  the  more  bring  back  this 
refle£tion,  and  conftrain  us  to  confefs,  that  we  are  lefs  than 
the  lead  of  all  his  mercies. 

In  feveral  pafTages  of  the  Pfalms  of  David,  we  have  very 
warm  and  fervent  expreffions  of  the  delight  which  the 
man  after  God's  own  heart  had  in  the  worfhip  of  his  fane- 
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tuary-  There  are  few  of  thefc  more  beautiful  and  forci- 
ble than  the  paflage  of  which  my  text  is  a  part,  "  ()  fend 
*^  out  thy  light  and  thy  truth ;  let  them  lead  me  ;  let  them 
"  bring  me  unto  thy  holy  hill,  and  to  thy  tabernacles. 
*'  Tben  wi/l  I  go  unto  the  altar  o/God^  unto  God  my  ex* 
**  ceeding  joy?*  That  which  feems  to  have  brought  the 
Pfalmiil  to  this  (Iriking  and  beautiful  thought,  was,  his 
being  under  the  preffure  of  heavy  afflidlion  ;  and,  particun 
larly,  in  a  (late  of  diftance  and  banifhment  from  the  tem- 
ple fervice.  This  led  him  to  flee  for  refuge  to  God,  his 
almighty  friend  and  unchangeable  portion.  Did  the  Pfal- 
miil then  go  to  God  as  his  confolation  in  diftrefs  ?  What 
reafon  is  there  for  every  Chrillian  to  go  to  him  as  his 
Father  and  his  God,  not  only  for  fupport  under  the  vari- 
ous trials  of  this  mortal  ftate,  but  for  happinefs  and  peace 
after  he  hath  feen  and  felt  the  inherent  vanity  of  every 
created  enjoyment  ? 

All  1  (hall  further  add  upon  the  words  is,  that  what 
David  is  here  praying  for,  is  to  be  brought  to  the  temple 
of  God,  to  have  accefs  to  his  courts,  and  communion  wilk 
him  there.  This  he  plainly  looks  upon  as  a  fource  of  ex- 
ceeding joy ;  and,  furely,  to  thofe  who  are  duly  difpo(ed 
for  it,  there  is  not,  there  cannot  be„  in  this  world,  a  more 
delightful  employment  than  the  joint  cekbration  of  our 
Creator  and  Redeemier's  praife ;  than  tlie  united  voice  of 
his  fervants  in  bis  temple.  It  is  the  neared  approach  we 
can  make  to  the  employment  of  heaven,  and  the  moft  fen- 
fible  foretade  we  can  have  of  its  happinefs  in  this  foreign 
land. 

But,  my  brethren,  I  muft  limit  the  fubjeQ  to  what  is 
the  particular  and  diftiuguifliing  employment  of  this  dsiy, 
— the  holy  ordinance  of  the  Lord's  fupper,  commemorac 
ting  our  Recteemer's  dying  love.  This  was  called  by  tb; 
ancients  the  Eucharist^  or  Sacrifice  of  Praise.  And,  io- 
deed^  no  difpolition  is  n>ore  proper  or  neceJliiry,  in  atf 
tending  upon  it,  than  a  joyful  and  thankful  fram^  of  fpirit. 
This  will  be  like  a  precious  perfume,  wliich  will  fiU  the 
houfe  with  its  fragrance,  and  wUl  greatly  ftrengthen  every 
other  gracious  difpofition ;  and,  therefore,  my  intention  i$i 
through  the  aflTiftance  of  divine  grace, 
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I.  To  fliew  you  what  matter  of  joy  and  fatisfaftion  there 
is  to  every  fincere  Chriftian,  in  what  is  reprefented  to  our 
view  in  the  facrament  of  the  Lord's  fupper ;  or,  for  what 
reafons  we  ought,  in  this  folemn  fervice  in  a  particular 
manner,  to  go  to  God  as  our  exceeding  joy. 

Having  done  fo,  I  fhall  make  fome  pra£lical  improve* 
ment  of  the  fubjedt  for  your  in(lru£lion  and  diredion. 

In  die  firft  place,  then,  I  am  to  {hew  you  what  matter 
of  joy  and  (atisfadion  there  is  to  every  fmcere  Chriftian^  ia 
what  is  reprefented  to  our  view  in  the  facrament  of  tlie 
Lord's  fupper;  or  for  what  reafons  we  ought  in  this  fo- 
lemn  iervice^  in  a  particular  manner,  to  go  to  God  as  our 
exceedifijg  Jcy.  I  am  deeply  fenfible,  my  brethren,  that  I 
have  entered  on  a  talk  to  which  I  am  very  unequal,  to 
raife  your  minds  to  that  fublime  temper,  of  joy  in  God, 
and  to  difclofe  that  fountain  of  joy  there  is  to  every  be^ 
liever,  in  what  his  Redeemer  has  done,  and  is  Hill  doing 
for  him.  It  is  fo  great  a  fubje£t,  that  we  ourfelves  may 
lee  bow  unfit  a  mortal  tongue  is  to  fpeak  of  it :  and  there^ 
fore,  I  Ihall,  in  the  entry,  pray  ^'  that  God  may  Ihed 
**  abroad  bis  love  in  our  hearts ;  that  he  may  fend  forth 
^*  his  light  and  his  truth,  that  they  may  be  guides  to  us."^ 
and  accompany  the  word  fpoken  with  the  powerful  energy 
of  the  fpirit  of  confolation.  But  a  little  of  that  real  com- 
munion with  God  which  is  the  work  of  his  Spirit,  and 
which  be  fometimes  vouchfafes  to  his  people,  will  give 
them  fuch  a  lively  fenfe  of  his  love  and  joy  in  him,  as 
they  themfelves  know  may  be  felt,  but  cannot  be  expref- 
fed :  and  I  cannot  forbear  already  obferving  to  you,  that 
the  meaneft  real  Chrillian  Ihall,  one  day,  in  the  higher 
hoofe,  have  fuch  a  fulnefs  of  joy,  and  fuch  conceptions  of 
God  and  his  Redeemer's  love,  that  he  Ihall  look  down, 
with  wonder,  at  the  weak  and  imperfefl  llretches  of  our 
imagination  after  it  now;  But  fo  long  as  we  are  here,  let 
us  patiently  content  ourfelves  with  what  is  given  us  as 
neceflary  to  fupport  our  weary  Heps  in  this  defolate  wil- 
demefs ;  with  what  this  ordinance,  inllituted  for  enliven- 
ing our  faith,  fupplies  us  for  our  comfort  and  joy. 

Vol.  IL  M 
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For  this  puqjofc,  let  me  beg  your  attention  to  the  fol- 
lowing confiderations. 

I.  You  ought  to  go  to  God,  in  this  ordinance,  as  your 
exceeding  joy ^  becaufe,  in  it,  you  have  the  fulleft  aiTurance 
and  the  cleareft  evidence  oF  the  forgivencfs  of  your  fins, 
and  peace  with  your  offended  Miker.  This  is  the  preli- 
minary  mercy,  which,  with  refpcft  to  fallen  creatures, 
mull  open  the  way  to  every  other  bleffing.  Nothing  fo 
much  damps  our  joy  in  God,  and  leffens  our  fatis&^ion 
in  addrefling  him,  as  confcioufnefs  of  guilt.  This  it  is 
that  makes  religion  fo  unpleafant  to  the  carnal  worldling ; 
even  the  fecure  (inner,  who  feems  to  walk  without  fear,  is 
yet  deterred  by  natural  confcience  from  drawing  near  to 
God.  He  does  alt  in  bis  power  to  rid  his  mind  of  the 
thoughts  of  God's  ordinary  and  conftant  prefence  with 
bim  in  every  place.  A  horror  of  his  Maker  poffefles  Ms 
mind  at  all  times  ;  he  cannot  love  him  as  a  gracious  Fa- 
ther, becaufe  he  hates  him  as  an  memy,  and  fears  him  as 
a  righteous  judge.  Nay,  the  fame  thing  it  is  that  mrakes 
us  all  feel  fo  frequently  an  averfion  at  the  duties  of  religi- 
on.  The  cold  hand  of  a  fpirit  of  bondage  fi-eezcs  up  the 
afiWlions.  Trembling  and  fear  taketh  hold  upon  us.  An 
inward  dread  and  jealoufy  of  our  own  ftate  throws  a  gloom 
and  darknefs,  as  it  were,  through  the  temple  of  God.  And, 
with  whatever  flrength  or  beauty  the  promifes  or  privi- 
leges  of  the  faints  may  be  fet  forth,  there  is  a  fecret  re- 
ftraint  upon  us,  and  as  a  voice  difcharging  us  from  touch- 
ing them,  as  forbidden  fruit.  Were  we  but  as  pure,  and 
free  from  guilt,  we  Ihould,  with  as  much  joy  and  fatisfac- 
tion,  draw  nigh  to  God,  as  the  angels  do  in  Heaven. 

I  have  been  the  more  full  in  opening  this  to  yon,  that 
you  may  fee  the  foundation  there  is  in  nature,  and  in  faft, 
for  the  leading  doftrine  of  the  gofpel,  *'  Chrift  Jefus  fet 
^'  forth  as  a  propitiation  for  fins,  through  faith  in  his 
*'  blood." 

His  blefled  body  was  broken,  and  his  precious  blooel 
was  fhed,  for  the  remiflion  of  fins.  Are  you  to  comme- 
morate this  ?  are  you  to  receive  the  vifible  figns  and  the 
appointed  feals  of  it  ?  docs  not  this  affure  you,  that  your 
fuis  are  forgiven  for  Chrifl's  fkke  ?    Are  your  fins  very 


M  bu  Exceeding  Jsy^  91 

great  ?  are  they  many  in  number,  and  heinous  in  their 
aggravations  ?  Confider  the  infinite  value  of  this  facred 
blood.  It  was  no  lefs  than  that  of  the  eternal  Son  of  God, 
who  cheariuUy  undertook  our  caufe :  ''and  the  Lord  laid 
^  on  him  the  iniquity  of  us  all/'  Ifa.  liii.  5.  ''  He  was 
^'  wounded  for  our  tranfgreifions,  he  was  bniifed  for  our 
**  iniquities ;  the  chaftifement  of  our  peace  was  upon  him; 
^  and  with  his  ilripes  we  are  healed/'  O  unfcarchable 
myttery  !  O  the  infinite  holinefs  of  God  !  O  the  tremen- 
dous juftice  of  God !  How  well  may  the  exhortation  be 
prefled,  Ifa.  i.  x8.  ^^  Gome  now,  and  let  us  reafoii  toge- 
''  tbcr,  faith  the  Lord :  though  your  fins  be  as  fcarlet,  they 
*'  ihall  be  as  white  as  fnow ;  though  they  be  red  like  crim- 
"  fon,  ihc^  fliallbe  as  wool."  Well  may  we  fay  with  the 
ipoftlePaul,  1  Tim.  i.  15.  ^^  This  is  a  faithful  faying,  and 
^  worthy  of  all  acceptation,  that  Ghrift  Jefus  came  into 
^*  the  world,  to  fave  finners,  of  whom  I  am  chief."  Are 
you  afiraid  of  the  condemning  fentence  of  the  law,  Gal. 
iii.  23.  ^^  Chrift  hath  redeemed  us  from  the  curfe  of  the 
**  law,  being  made  a  curfe  for  us."  Are  you  afliamed  to 
appear  before  God  in  your  own  undeferviqg  character, 
bear,  and  comply  with  your  Saviour's  own  counfel,  Rev. 
iii.  i8.  *^  I  counfel  thee  to  buy  of  me  gold  tried  in  the  fire, 
*^  that  thou  mayeft  be  rich,  and  white  raiment  that  thou 
^*  mayeft  be  clodied,  and  that  the  (liame  of  thy  nakednels 
*^  do  not  appear ;  and  anoint  thine  eyes  with  eye-falve, 
^^  that  thou  mayeft  fee."  In  the  fpotlefs  robes  of  your  Re- 
dtemer's  righteoufnefii,  you  ftiall  be  adorned  for  the  courts 
of  your  God,  and  dwell  in  his  prefence.  Are  you  afiraid 
to  apply  all  this  to  yourfelves  I  This  is  theexprefs  pur- 
pofe  of  the  facrament  of  the  Lord's  fupper,  to  confirm  and 
clofe  the  covenant  of  peace  with  every  partaker.  Do  you 
doubt  the  fincerity  of  the  offer  upon  G(>d's  part  ?  See  him 
difpenfing  the  healing  medicine,  "  This  is  my  body,  which 
^^  was  broken  for  you ;  this  do  in  remembrance  of  me. 
^*  As  often  as  you  eat  this  breads  and  drink  this  cup,  ye 
^^  do  ihew  the  Lord's  death  till  he  come."  Hear  him  iky* 
ing,  Matth.  xi.  28.  ^^  Gome  unto  me,  all  ye  that  labor, 
'*  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you  reft."  Hear 
him  funber  fiiying,  John  vi.  37.    ^^  Him  that  cometh  to 
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«'  mt,  I  wHl  in  no  wife  caft  out.'?  Ifa.  Iv.  !•  **  Ho,  cverj^ 
**  one  that  thirfteth,  come  ye  to  the  waters ;  and  he  that 
*'  hath  no  money,  come  ye,  buy-  and  eat ;  yea,  come  buy 
'^  wine  and  milkj  without  mqney,  and  without  price.** 
Rev.  xxii.  17.  **  And  the  Spirit  and  the  bride  fay.  Come ; 
^^  and  let  him  that  heareth  fay.  Come ;  and  let  him  that 
^^  is  athirft,  come.  And  whofoever  will,  let  him  take 
^*  the  water  of  life  freely  J'  All  who  have  truly  groaned 
under  a  fenfe  of  guilt  may  here  fee  their  pardon  fealed,  and 
may  and  ought  to  rejoice  in  it,  as  theirs ;  and,  unlefs  they 
doubt  the  feithfulnefs  of  God's  word,  or  the  efficacy  of 
their  Saviour's  merit,  may  triumph  in  both,  and  fet  at  de- 
fiance  the  thunders  of  the  law,  the  reproaches  of  confci- 
ence^  and  the  accufations  of  the  devil.  They,  may  fay« 
with  the  apoftle  Paul,  Rom.  viii.  33,  '34,  "  Who  (hall  lay 
^^  any  thing  to  the  charge  of  God's  ele£t  ?  It  is  God  that 
*'  juftiiieth :  who  is  he  that  condemneth  ?  It  is  Chrift 
*'  that  died,  yea  rather,  that  is  rifen  again,  who  is  even 
*^  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  who  alfo  maketh  interceffion 
'*  for  us." 

2.  You  ought  to  go  to  God  in  this  ordinance,  as  yotsr 
exceeding  joy^  as  it  aiFords  the  firongeft  and  mod  illuftrji- 
ous  proof  of  divine  love.  This,  my  brethren,  is  the  imme- 
diate  fubje£t  of  our  contemplation  in  the  Lord's  fupper ; 
and  I  chufe  to  confider  it  as  an  argument  by  itfelf,  fepa- 
rately  from  its  fruits,  becaufe  nothing  ferves  more  to  heigh- 
ten  our  affisdion  to,  and  delight  in  God,  than  a  firm  per- 
fuaiion  of  his  love  to  us.  Is  it  a  comfortable  thing  to  have 
the  pardon  of  our  fins  ?  It  is  alfo  unfpeakably  refreftiing, 
and  even  ravifiiing,  to  view,  in  faith,  the  wonderful 
means  by  which  it  is  accompliihed.  We  may  confider, 
fhortly  here,  the  riches  of  redeeming  grace,  as  extending 
to  the  finners  of  Adam's  race  in  general ;  and  then  what 
it  is  for  every  believer  to  confider  himfelf  as  the  determi- 
nate objeft  of  divine  regard  in  the  councils  of  peace.  The 
whole  i^rfedions  of  an  infinite  God  fhine  with  united 
luftre  in  the  work  of  redemption.  His  power,  wifdom, 
holinefs,  and  juftice,  are  feverally  and  joindy  illuftrated 
in  it.  His  unfearchable  wifdom  is  mentioned,  Rom.  xi. 
33.  ^^  O  the  depth  of  the  riches  both  of  the  wifdom  and 
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'*  knowledge  of  God !  How  unfearchable  are  his  judg- 
'*  ments,  and  his  ways  paft  finding  out !"  His  mighty 
power,  Eph.  i.  19.  '^  And  what  is  the  exceeding  greats 
**  nefs  of  bis  power  to  us-ward,  who  believe,  according  to 
"  die  working  of  his  mighty  power.'*  The  rightcoufncfs 
of  his  government,  Rom.  iii.  26.  "  To  declare,  I  fay,  at 
*'  this  time,  his  righteoufnefs,  that  he  might  be  juft,  and 
**  the  juftifier  of  him  which  believeth  in  Jefus."  But 
love  is  moft  confpicuous  of  all :  and  is  therefore  moft  fre* 
quently  infifted  on,  John  iii.  16.  ''  God  fo  loved  the  worlds 
^^  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whofoever  be- 
^^  lieveth  in  him,  (hould  not  perifli,  but  have  everlafling 
"  h'fe."  Rom.  v.  8.  "  God  commendeth  his  love  towards 
**  us,  in  that  while  we  were  yet  fmners,  Chrift  died  for 
•*  us.''  Eph.  iii.  17,  18, 19.  "  That  Chrift  may  dwell  in 
•*  your  hearts  by  faith ;  that  ye  being  rooted  and  ground- 
*^  ed  in  love,  may  be  able  to  comprehend,  with  all  faints; 
"  what  is  the  breadth,  and  length,  and  depth,  and  height, 
^  and  to  know  the  love  of  Chrift,  which  pafleth  know- 
**  ledge."  And  indeed,  my  brethren,  it  paffeth  the  pow. 
er  of  man  to  open  fully  the  greatnefs  of  the  love  of  God 
to  finners  in  Chrift  Jeibs.  It  is  a  fubje£t  which  we  are  fo 
far  Irom  being  able  now  to  exhauft,  that  it  fliall  afford  mat- 
tcr  for  adoring  inquiry  to  all  eternity,  whilft  the  everlaft- 
ing  God  lives  and  reigns  with  his  faints,  and  unfolds  to 
them,  age  after  age,  more  ample  views  of  his  goodnefs 
and  greatnefs.  By  what  fhall  we  meafure  the  love  of  a 
friend,  but  by  the  greatnefs  of  his  gifts  ?  What  fentiment 
dien  Ihall  we  entertain  of  the  love  of  God  for  his  (juftly 
fiyled)  unfpeakable  gift  ?  He  has  given  us  his  only  be* 
gotten  Son,  **who  was  from  eternity  in  the  bofom  of  th6 
•*  Father ;  the  brightnefs  of  his  Father's  glory,  and  the  ex- 
**  prefs  image  of  his  perfon;*'  the  beft  and  greatefi  of  crea- 
ted  beings,  nay,  the  whole  creation  itfelf,  had  been  no* 
thing  compared  to  it. 

The  truth  is,  I  am  ready  to  think  that  there  feems  to  be 
femething  like  divine  contrivance,  and  infinite  defign,  in 
this  particular  circumftance.  All  created  things  are  in 
themfelves  equal,  and  alike  eafy,  to  the  power  of  God, 
being  but  the  effedU  of  ^is  fimple  will.     For  this  reafon 
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there  could  be  no  compantive  greatnefs  in  any  fuch  gifts. 
There  was  therefore  but  this  one  way  left  to  exprefs  an 
uncommon  degree  of  love,  that  be  who  was  one  and  equal 
with  the  Father,  fhould  himfelf  be  emplc^*ed  in  the  nief* 
iage,  and  ^'  bear  our  fms  in  his  own  body,  on  tbe  tree.'* 
Nothing  elfe  could  have  made  man  an  ejipenfive  purchafe. 
Nodiing  elfe  that  God  could  bellow,  would  have  had  any 
appearance  of  doing  violence  to  himfelf;  or  could  give 
meaning  and  beauty  to  that  expreffion,  Romans  viii.  32, 
^^  He  that  fpared  not  his  own  Son,  but  delivered  him  up 
^^  for  us  all,  bow  (hall  he  not  with  him  alfo  freely  give  ua 
*'  all  things  ?"  The  Lord  of  the  vineyard,  in  the  paraUe, 
i$  reprefented  as  in  fufpenfe,  bow  to  fall  upon  a  method 
to  break  the  (lubbornnefs  of  the  hufbandmen,  Luke  xx.  13* 
^  Then  faid  the  Lord  of  the  vineyard,  what  Ihall  I  do?  I 
^^  will  fend  my  beloved  Son,  it  may  be  they  will  reverence 
^'  him  when  they  fee  him."  Let  us  paraphrafe  and  ap« 
ply  it.  God,  who  bears  the  perfon  of  the  mafter  of  the 
vine]rard,  may  be  fuppofed  to  fay,  what  ihall  reclaim  thefe 
obllinate  children  of  mercy,  become  rebels?  Nothing  but 
the  invincible  force  of  foperior  love.  But  wherein  fhali 
the  love  of  the  eternal  God  appear  to  advantage?  in  no- 
thing but  an  eternal  gift :  they  ihall  not  be  cheaply  pur- 
chafed,  they  ihall  be  bought  with  blood,  with  tHat  facred 
blood,  which  ihall  be  the  furprife  of  angels,  and  the  worn 
der  of  heaven.  Thefe  reSedions  I  would  make  with  re? 
verence,  on  this  elevated  and  delightful,  but  awful  and 
tremeiKlous  theme.  One  thing  appears  clearly  from 
them,  that  it  is  not  only  obfcuring  the  luftre,  not  only 
weakening  the  force,  but  ddlroying  the  very  being  of  re« 
deeming  love,  to  deny  the  proper  and  eternal  Godhead  of 
Chriil,  the  Mediator.  But,  Oh !  my  brethren^  what  an 
improvement  is  it,  to  the  contemplation  of  the  love  of 
God,  for  each  of  us  to  coniider  himfelf  as  having  beea 
from  eternity  the  objeft  of  it.  While  I  tatte  the  ilreams 
of  iiis  bounty,  may  I  thus  trace  it  &ack  to  its  fource !  Did 
be  love  me  from  the  foundation  of  the  world!  Did  he  pity 
me,  when  in  unprovoked  rebellion  i^ainll  him !  Did  be 
malce  fo  gracious  provifioafor  my  recovery  and  falvation  I 
Did  he  make  atonement  fioc  xny  |ui]t^  by  the  blood  of  hia 
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own  Son  !  and  conquer  iny  heart  by  the  power  oF  his  fo- 
vereign  grace !  What  returns  of  praife  and  gratitude  are 
his  due  ?  With  what  joy  ought  I  to  remember  my  Re- 
deemer's death  at  his  table,  in  the  hope  of  (haring  with 
him  his  crown  and  his  throne,  in  a  higher  ftate  ? 

3.  You  ought  to^o  to  God^  in  this  ordinance,  as  your 
exceeding  joy;  as  you  have  in  it  the  cleared  and  fuUelt  af- 
forance  of  receiving  from  him  all  that  is  neceifary  for  your 
comfort  and  happinefs,  while  you  continue  here*  There 
ane,  in  a  ftriS:  fenfe,  but  two  ends  of  going  to  God  in  his 
woribipand  ordinances,  to  exppefsour  fenfe  of,  and  thank- 
fulne(s  for  favors  received,  and  as  beggars  for  more.  Now, 
my  brethren,  in  this  ordinance  you  are  not  only  called  to 
celebiate  the  love  of  a  gracious  and  reconciled  God,  but  to 
truft  in  the  fulnefs  of  an  all-fufficient  God.  That  we  may 
view  this  the  more  di(lin£tly,  there  are  thefe  two  kinds  of 
UeiEngs  we  ftand  in  need  of,  thofe  that  reTate  to  our  fpi- 
ritual  life,  and  thofe  that  relate  to  our  temporal  comfort.    ' 

xft.  Thofe  that  relate  to  the  fpiritual  life.  What  is  the 
great  deiire  of  every  real  fervant  of  God  in  thishoufe  ?  Is 
it  not  to  have  your  hearts  more  inflamed  with  the  love  of 
God,  and  more  devoted  to  his  fear  ?  Is  not  fin  your  great* 
eft  burthen,  and  its  remaining  influence  your  greatefl: 
grief?  Now,  where  can  you  have  a  more  reafonable  hope 
of  getting  your  gracious  difpofitions  ftrengthened,  or  your 
fins  mortified,  than  at  a  communion  table  ?  Is  it  not 
exprcfsly  defigned  for  your  fpiritual  nourifhment,  and 
growth  in  grace  ?  And  as  the  inftitution  of  thefe  fenfible 
figns  is  a  remarkable  proof  of  divine  conde&enfion,  fo  I 
can  hardly  conceive  any  thing  more  wifely  and  happily 
calculated  for  this  excellent  end.  What  can  more  ftrength- 
en  your  fiikh  in  a  dying  Saviour,  than  being  allowed  to 
k)ok  upon  the  figns  of  his  broken  body,  and  his  blood 
poured  out  ?  What  can  fpeak  greater  peace  to  the  con- 
Icience,  than  your  being  allowed  and  invited  to  receive 
him  explicitly  ?  *'  This  is  my  body,  broken  for  you.'* 
What  can  more  happily  fcrve  to  kindle  and  infkme  your 
Ibve  to  God,  than  the  immediate  contemplation  of  his 
infinite  love  for  you  ?  Where  can  you  take  fuch  a  hate- 
iaX  view  of  fin,  as  a  deteljed  objea,  as  at  the  Lord'^  tabic, 
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where  you  fee  it  in  your  Saviour's  fufierings?  Where  and 
how  can  you  lay  fuch  a  bond  uiM>n  die  confcience,  as  by 
receiving  the  feals  of  this  facred  engagement  ?  How  can 
you  give  fuch  a  deadly  wound  to  your  ftrongeft  lufts,  aa 
by  nailing  and  affixing  them  to  your  Redeemer's  crofs  I 
What  motive  of  future  obedience  equal  to  bearing  about  in 
your  bodies  the  dying  of  the  Lord  Jefus  ?  See  wliat  tbe 
apoftle  fays,  2  Cor.  v.  14.  ^^  Fpr  the  love  of  Chrift  con- 
^'  ftrainedi  us,  becaufe  we  thus  judge,  that  if  one  died  for 
^*  all,  then  were  all  dead.'*  GaU  ii.  20.  ^^  I  am  crucified 
"  with  Chrift :  neverthelefs  I  live ;  yet  not  I,  but  Chrift 
^^  liveth  in  me  :  and  the  life  which  1  now  live  in  the  flelh« 
^*  I  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God,  who  loved  me, 
*^  and  gave  himfelf  for  me."  What  remedy  can  you  find 
for  your  own  weaknefs,  like  the  all-fufficiency  of  Chrift  ? 
Col.  ii.  94  "For  in  him  dwelleth  all  the  fulnefs  of  the  God- 
**  head  bodily."  i  Cor.  i.  30.  "**  Of  him  are  ye  in  Chrift 
^  Jefus,  who  of  God  is  made  unto  us  wifdom,  and  righce. 
*^  oufnefs,  and  fanAification,  and  redemption."  I  will 
not  fo  widely  handle  the  fubjeA  as  to  cite  to  you  all  tlie 
paflages  which  ftiow  that  the  fpirit  of  fan£tification  is  a 
part  of  the  purchafe  of  your  Redeemer,  and  one  of  his  gifts 
to  thofe  who  humbly  implore  \U  Is  it  not  well  known, 
and  do  not  believers  at  his  table,  fenfible  of  their  own 
weaknefs,  and  confident  of  their  Saviour's  power,  get 
their  feet  upon  the  necks  of  their  enemies,  and  fay,  "  I 
''  can  do  all  things  through  Chrift  ftrengthening  me." 

2d.  They  have  here  all  things  neceflary  for  their  tern* 
poral  comfort.  They  have  a  complete  remedy  for  their 
cares,  as  well  as  their  fins.  As  at  the  Lord's  table  you  lay 
hold  of  the  covenant  of  peace,  fo  there,  if  any  where,  you 
may  fee,  that  it  is  ordered  in  all  things,  and  fure ;  your 
food  and  raiment,  and  all  neceifary  provifion,  is  contained 
in  it ;  and  Chrift's  body  is  the  pledge.  How  gracious  the 
promife !  your  heavenly  Father  knoweth  that  you  have 
need  of  thefe  things,  Pfal.  xxxiv.  8, 9, 10.  **  O  tafte  and 
*'  fee  diat  the  Lord  is  good !  Blefled  is  the  man  that  truft- 
"  eth  in  him.  O  fear  the  Lord,  ye  his  faints !  for  there 
"  is  no  want  to  them  that  fear  him.  The  young  lions  do 
**  lack,  and  fuffisr  hunger ;  but  they  that  feek  tlie-  Lord> 
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•  Ihall  not  want  any  good  thing.''  Ifa.  xxxiii.  16.  **  He 
**  fliall  dwell  on  high ;  his  place  of  defence  fliall  be  the 
"  munitions  of  rocks ;  bread  fliall  bfe  given  him,  his  water 
*•  fliall  be  fure.'*  Deliverance  from  lUflfering  is  contained 
in  it,  Pfal.  xxxiv.  19.  **]Vlany  are  the  affliftions  of  the 
**  righteous,  but  the  Lord  deliVereth  him  out  of  them  all," 
Strength  and  grace  to  fufier  with  patience  is  contained  in 
it,  Ifa.  xliii.  2.  *'  When  thou  paffeft  through  the  waters, 
"  I  will  be  with  thee,  and  through  the  rivers,  they  fliall 
"  ncyt  overflow  thee  ;  when  thou  walked  through  the  fire, 
**  thou  fliak  not  be  burnt,  neither  fliall  the  flame  kindle 
^  upon  thee.''  The  (anClified  ufe  and  improvement  of 
fuffering  is  contained  in  it,  Rom.  viii.  28.  ^^  And  we 
^  know  that  all  things  work  together  for  good  to  them  that 
^  love  God,  to  them  who  are  the  called  according  to  his 

•  pnrpofe."  2  Cor.  iv.  16.  "  For  which  caufe  we  faint 
**  not;  but  though  our  outward  man  pcrifti,  yet  the  inward 

•  man  is  renewed  day  by  day."  Confider,  efpecially, 
that  at  the  Lord's  table  you  have  an  immediate  view  of  the 
great  foundation  of  reliance  on  divine  Providence,  Rom. 
viii,  32.  "He  that  fpared  not  own  Son,  but  delivered 
"  him  up  for  us  all,  how  fliall  he  not  with  him  alfo  freely 
give  us  all  things  ?"  2.  That  God,  who  was  fo  lavifli  of  his 
love,  as  not  to  fpare  even  his  own  Son,  but  gave  him  up  to 
be  defpifed,  bu&ted,  and  crucified  for  you,  will  not  be  fo 
inconfiftently  hard,  as  to  refufe  the  fmall  gift  in  conipari- 
fen  of  a  little  earthly  good.  He  whofe  foul  was  redeemed 
by  die  blood  of  Chrift  fliall  not  lofe  his  body  for  a  little 
bread* 

I  cannot  help  obferving,  here,  of  whatuniverfal  ufe  and 
benefit  the  do6trine  of  Chrift  crucified  is,  and  how  high  a 
place  it  ought  to  hold  in  our  eftcem.  It  is  not  only  ufeful 
for  afltiring  us  of  the  pardon  of  fin,  but  makes  us  fuperlor 
to  all  thofe  fufferings,  of  every  kind,  which  took  their  rife 
from  fin.  The  path  of  a  Chriftian  is  fomctimes  thorny 
and  difficult ;  and  many  of  the  weaker  order  of  faints  have 
even  a  greater  fenfibility  of  the  inconveniencies  of  life  than 
fome  thoughtlefs  finners.  Thefe  laft  maintain  a  fort  of 
buftle  and  conteft  for  worldly  pleafure,  and,  with  a  fturdy 
felf-fufficiency,  can,  if  I  mav  fpeak  fo,  return  the  blows 

Vol.  il.  N 
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and  buffets  of  adverfe  fortune,  while  the  fefeble  of  Chrift's 
flock  become  funk.and  heartlefs  under  a  frowning  Provi- 
dence. But. is  not  the  Lord's  table  a  place  of  refuge  I  and 
is  it  not  matter  of  experience,  that  they  have  found  con- 
folation  there  ?  Whatever  theit  complaints  have  been, 
whether  of  ficknefs,  or  poverty,  or  lofs  of  relations,  or  the 
flanders  of  their  enemies,  they  have  adored  the  fovereign 
will  of  God  in  them  all ;  they  have  been  brought  to  a  pla- 
cid fiibmii&on  to  his  providence  in  them  all ;  nay,  they 
have  happily  feen  and  confeiTed  his  wife  and  merciful  pur- 
pofe  in  them  all.  It  was  not  without  a  view  to  his  trials, 
that  the  Pfalmift,  in  the  text,  deCres  to  go  unto  the  altar  of 
God^  unio  God  his  exceeding  joy.  And  you  may  fee  how 
he  expreffes  himfelf  in  the  following  verfe,  "  Why  art 
"  thou  call  down,  O  my  foul !  and  why  art  thou  difquiet- 
^^  ed  within  me  !  hope  in  God ;  for  I  ihall  praife  him, 
"  who  is  the  health  of  my  countenance,  and  my  God !" 

4th.  I  come,  now,  in  the  lafl  place,  to  obferve,  that  this 
ordinance  is  a  fource  of  joy,  as  it  is  a  pledge  and  eameft 
of  heaven ;  a  foretafte  of  that  eternal  happinefs  which  God 
hath  prepared  for  his  faithful  fervants  in  the  world  to  come. 
This,  my  brethren,  ought  never  to  be  out  of  our  view  while 
we  fojourn  in  this  valley  of  tears. 

This  eternal  joy  is  what  our  Redeemer  has  given  us  the 
fulleft  affurance  of.  It  is  he  who  hath  drawn  afide  the  cur- 
tain, and  opened  to  us  a  joyful  profpedl  into  the  holy  of 
holies,  into  the  blefled  manfions  of  perfedlion,  purity,  and 
happinefs  within  the  vail.  In  one  of  his  laft  difcourfes  to 
his  difciples,  when  he  was  about  to  leave  them,  he  tells 
them,  it  was  to  be  but  a  fhort  feparation ;  for  that  he 
would  come  again,  and  carry  them  with  him  ;  and  that 
they  fliould  nevermore  be  divided,  John  xiv.  2.  "In  my 
"  father's  houfe  are  many  manfions ;  if  it  were  not  fo,  I 
"  would  have  told  you  :  I  go  to  prepare  a  place  for  you  ;•' 
and  not  only  hath  he  left  the  promife  of  his  return,  but 
hath  inflituted  this  ordinance,  on  the  one  hand,  to  keep  up 
the  memory  of  his  former  appearance;  and,  on  the  other, 
to  keep  up  our  hopes  of  his  fecond  coming,  and  what  he 
will  then  beftow,  i  Cor.  xi.  23.  "  As  often  as  ye  eat  this 
^^  bread,  and  drink  this  cup,  ye  do  fliew  the  Lord's  death 
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«  till  he  coffle.'*  It  is  intended  to  fupport  the  languifhing 
&ith  of  his  people,  and  make  them  tread,  with  coniiancy, 
in  his  ftrength,  the  fame  paths  of  virtue  and  felf-denial 
that  he  did,  in  hopes  of  ihortly  iharing  his  crown  and  re- 
ward, Heb.  xii.  1,2.  " ^And  let  us  run  with  patience 

'*  the  race  that  is  fet  before  us ;  looking  unto  Jefus,  the 
*'  author  and  finiOier  of  our  faith  ;  who,  for  the  joy  that 
**  was  fet  before  him,  endured  the  crofs,  defpifmg  the 
**  ihame,  and  is  fet  down  at  the  right  hand  of  the  throne 
"  of  God."  And  how  highly  proper  is  this  inftitution  for 
pointing  us  to  the  glorious  iffue  of  our  Chriflian  conflict  ? 
In  it,  we  have,  at  once,  a  proof  of  the  certainty — of  the 
excellence, — and  even  fome  perception  of  the  nature  of 
heavenly  glory. 

How  certain  and  infallible  is  that  happinefs  to  the  faints, 
which  our  exalted  Redeemer,  the  Amen  and  faithful  ff^it- 
nesSj  hath  pafled  his  word  for,  and  gone  before,  in  our 
name,  to  take  pofFeflion  of?  Heb.  vi.  19,  20.  **  Which 
**  hope  we  have  as  an  anchor  of  the  foul,  both  fure  and 
*^  ftedfaft,  and  which  entereth  into  that  within  the  vail, 
•*  whither  the  forerunner  is  for  us  entered." — i  Cor.  xv. 
23.  "  But  every  man  in  his  own  order,  Chrifl",  the  firll 
"  fruits,  afterward  they  that  are  Chrift's,  at  his  coming.'* 
However  high  an  hope  it  may  feem  for  fuch  as  we  are, 
to  afpire  to  a  ftation  fo  near  the  throne  of  God,  to  his  pre- 
fcncc  and  fcllowihip ;  yet  it  is  not  too  much,  after  what 
IS  already  bellowed  upon  us ;  after  what  Chrift  hath  done, 
it  can  beget  no  furprife,  that  this  fhould  be  the  conclufioii 
of  it ;  after  he  hath  borne  our  fms  in  his  own  body,  and 
with  his  own  blood  waihed  away  our  guilt ;  after  he  hath 
£ui£tified  and  cleanfed  us  by  his  holy  Spirit,  made  us  the 
children,  and  imprinted  the  image  of  his  Father  upon  our 
hearts;  after  he  hath  kindled  in  our  fouls  a  flame  of  divine 
love,  and  made  us  content  ivith  nothing  but  himfelf,  and 
with  no  place  where  he  is  not ;  furely  he  will  not  leave  us 
comfortlefs ;  he  can  have  no  other  defign  than  to  carry  us 
to  live  with  him,  and  reign  with  him  for  ever  and  ever. 

Does  not  this  reprefentation  alfo  ferve  to  fhow  the  ex- 
cellency of  the  heavenly  glor)'  ?  It  is  called  in  fcripture, 
^*  the  purchafed  pofFeifion.''    And,  oh !  my  dear  brethren, 
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how  great,  beyond  expreffion,  mud  that  inheritance  be,, 
which  was  fo  dearly  bought,  for  which  every  price,  but 
the  blood  of  the  eternal  Son  of  God  was  reje^d!  See  his 
body  broken,  and  his  blood  (bed ;  and  there  fee  what  hea* 
ven  has  coft ;  and  this  it  coft  to  him,  who  had  dwelt  there 
from  eternity,  and  could  not  be  deceived  in  its  worth.  It 
was  no  unneceifary  expence,  idly  thrown  away^  but  what 
alone  was  equal  to  the  glorious  purchafe.  Had  we  no- 
thing elfe,  by  which  to  guefs  at  that,  which  eye  hath  not 
fecn,  this,  of  itfelf,  ought  to  be  fufficient  to  raife  our  hopes, 
to  tlie  higheft  pilch,  and  give  us  the  moft  exalted  concep- 
tions of  its  infinite  glory. 

And  may  I  not  add,  upon  this  head,  my  brethren,  that 
this  ordinance  is,  to  many,  an  earned  and  foretafte,  as 
well  as  an  affiirance,  of  the  happinefs  df  heaven.  Is  it 
not  the  /enfible  communion  with  God,  which  fome  of  his 
faints  even  here  enjoy,  a  refemblance,  though  faint,  of 
that  full  and  perfefl  communion  which  they  ihall  enjoy 
with  their  Creator  and  Redeemer  in  the  world  above  I 
John  xiv.  23.  "  • — If  a  man  love  me,  he  will  keep  my 
*'  words,  and  my  Father  will  love  him;  and  we  will  come 
**  unto  him,  and  make  our  abode  with  him."  What  is 
heaven,  but  to  be  free  from  fin ;  to  contemplate  the  gloiy 
of  an  infinite  God ;  to  be  filled  with  a  fenfe  of  his  love  ; 
and  to  be  beyond  the  reach  of  temptation  to  ofiend  him. 
any  more.  Now,  when  the  believer  fees  his  pardon  feaU 
ed  with  his  Redeemer's  blood ;  when  he  is  filled  with  a 
hatred  of  all  fin,  and  a  humble  confidence  of  being  dell* 
vered  from  its  power ;  when  his  very  complaints  are  put 
to  filence,  and  the  frailties  of  a  dying  body  are  left  behind, 
or  fvvallowed  up  by  the  hope  of  a  bleffed  refurre£tion ; 
what  is  this,  but  the  very  dawn  of  heaven  in  the  foul ! 
what  i»  this,  but  the  ihout  of  vi£tory !  and  an  earned  of 
that  day  of  complete  triuraph,  when  all  his  enemies  ihall 
be  brought  under  his  feet ! 

I  am  fenfible  that  the  frame  of  many  communicants 
will  be  but  a  bad  emblem  of  heaven ;  and,  if  they  meafure 
it  by  that  ftandard,  it  will  give  them  but  low  and  forry  no- 
tions  of  it.  This,  however,  is  not  the  cafe  with  all ;  and 
thcre^are  few  real  Chriftiansi  but  in  fome  parts  of  their 
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Ihres,  have  felt  fuch  inward  joy  in  God,  that  they  have 
been  ready  to  fay,  mth  the  difcipleson  the  mount  of  tranf- 
figuration,  //  is  good  for  us  to  be  here.  Neither  is  there 
any  place  where  it  may  be  more  reafonably  expeded  than 
at  a  communion  table :  every  pious  foul  fhould  breathe 
out  this  prayer  of  the  Pfalmift,  Pfal.  Ixiii.  i,  2,  3,  4.  ^^  O 
*^  God  1  thou  art  my  God !  early  will  I  feek  thee :  my 
^  ibul  tfairlleth  for  thee !  my  flefh  longeth  for  thee  in  a 
"  dry  and  thirily  land,  where  no  water  is :  to  fee  thy  pow- 
**  er  axid  thy  glory,  fo  as  I  have  feen  thee  in  the  fanduary; 
*^  becaufe  thy  loving-kindnefs  is  better  than  life,  my  lips 
''  Audi  praife  thee.  Thus  will  I  blefs  thee,  while  I  live! 
*^  I  will  lift  up  my  hands  in  thy  name !" 

And  now,  my  brethren,  what  reafon  is  there  for  every 
fincere  communioant  to  go  to  God  in  this  ordinance,  as 
tbcir  exceeding  joy.  It  points  us  forward  to  that  blefied 
time  when  we  &all  indeed  be  fatisfied  with  that  fulnefs  of 
joy,  and  thofe  rivers  of  pleafures  that  are  at  his  right  hand* 
We  are  glad  now,  indeed,  to  help  our  flagging  conceptions 
with  iymbols  and  figures :  But  then  (hall  our  eyes  fee  the 
glorious  Saviour  {bunding  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  fur- 
rounded  by  ten  thoufand  of  his  faints,  who  have  been  re- 
(kerned  fay  his  blood.  This  life  is  but  a  fcene  of  mifery 
and  ibrrow,  where  wretchednefs  is  often  to  be  feen,  and 
lamentations  heard,  even  in  the  dwellings  of  the  righteous ; 
But  then  all  tears  (hall  be  wiped  away  (roni  their  eyes, 
and  thefis  fongs  of  praife  begin  which  (hall  never  end. 
Now  we  are  borne  down  with  prevailing  corruption, 
which,  as  a  dead  weight,  deprefles  our  fpirits  :  But  then 
(hall  we  be  perfedly  freed  firom  all  impurity,  and  ferve 
our  God  and  Redeemer  with  the  fame  fpirit  and  joy  as 
the  angels  do  in  heaven.  Now  we  are  but  as  young  un- 
fledged birds,  which  in  learning  to  fly  can  but  flutter  a 
little,  and  immediately  take  refuge  in  the  earth :  But  we 
(hall  foon  foar  above  it ;  rifing  with  unwearied  wings  and 
never  fiuling  ftrength. 

Let  us  forget  for  a  little  the  weaknefs  of  mortality,  and 
carry  our  thoughts  to  the  general  aifembly  of  tlie  church  of 
the  firft  bom,  where  no  fufpicion  of  our  falfe  heart  being 
admitted  (hall  remain,  when  all  the  wide  congregation 
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fliall  join  in  celebrating  the  praifes  of  Almighty  God,  and 
of  the  Lamb ;  and  there  fliaU  not  be  one  jarring  or  'xxie 
difcordant  note  in  the  univerfal  harmony.  Thus  I  have 
laid  before  you  what  a  fource  of  joy  there  is  to  the  believer, 
in  the  holy  ordinance  which  you  now  have  accefs  to  par- 
take of,  and  proceed,  in  the 

Lad  place,  to  make  fome  pra6lical  improvement  of  the 
fubjedt.     And, 

1.  May  I  not,  in  a  few  words,  obferve  how  great  is  the 
goodnefs  of  God,  in  providing  fo  rich  an  entertainment 
for  us  in  our  prefent  ftate.  This  life  has  been  exprefsly 
defigned,  in  Providence,  as  a  fcene  of  difficulties  and  tri- 
als.  We  are  here  in  exile  from  our  Father's  houfe  ;  yet 
doth  he  not  leave  us  altogether  defolate,  but  hath  given  us 
this  as  a  token  and  pledge  of  his  love,  before  the  full  mani« 
feftation  of  it.  Here  is  food  to  give  us  vigor  for  our 
journey,  in  this  valley  of  tears :  Strength  to  embolden 
us  againft  our  enemeis,  that  we  may  hold  on  our  courfe 
fteadily,  without  wearying.  Will  it  be  matter  of  eternal 
furprife,  that  the  only  begotten  Son  of  God  fhould  do  ho- 
nor to  our  world,  by  taking  up  his  abode  in  it,  and  digni- 
fy human  nature  by  wearing  it  himfelf,  and  uniting  it  to 
his  own  ?  Is  it  not  a  continued  proof  of  the  fame  conde- 
fcenfion,  as  well  as  an  evidence  of  divine  wifdom,  that  he 
Ihould  leave  to  every  age  this  ftanding  memorial  of  him- 
felf, his  appearance  and  work,  that  fenfe  itfelf  might  be 
partner  with  faith,  in  rejoicing  over  his  goodnefs?  If  his 
hearers  were  blefled  with  his  heavenly  voice,  and  wonder- 
ed at  the  gracious  words  that  proceeded  out  of  his  mouth, 
during  his  perfonal  miniflry,  let  us  with  admiration  and 
joy,  look  upon  the  fymbols  of  his  fufferings  and  death  :  let 
us  furvey  the  pidlure  of  his  agony  drawn  by  himfelf,  and 
let  us  remember  what  it  promifes,  and  what  he  is  now 
gone  to  prepare  for  his  faithful  followers. 

2.  Let  us,  by  way  of  improvement,  confider  a  little 
for  whom  this  joy  is  provided  ;  does  not  this  need  expli- 
cation ?  And  are  not  many  of  you  faying  within  your- 
fclves,  furely  obftinacy  itfelf  cannot  deny,  that  here  is 
great  caufe  of  joy  to  fome  :  but  who  are  they  ?  is  it  not  a 
joy  with  which  a  flrjinger  cannot  intermeddle,  that  per. 
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ftiins  only  to  a  privileged  few  ?  This  inquiry  is  highly 
needful,  as  the  great  fpring  of  joylefs  communions  is  the 
want  of  a  perfonal  application  of  the  bleffings  of  our  Re- 
deemer's purchafe.  That  I  may  neither  unwarrantably 
difcourage  any,  nor  prollitute  this  precious  privilege  to 
the  unworthy,  I  Ihall  obferve,  that  this  joy  is  truly  appli- 
cable to  all  to  whom  it  is  defirable ;  to  all  whom  it  may  be 
ufeful,  but  in  different  lights,  according  to  their  different 
cbaraders. 

ift.  All  thofe  who  have  not  only  laid  hold  on  Chrift  for 
falvadon,  but  have  fome  degree  of  humble  confidence  in 
the  divine  mercy,  on  whom  the  Lord  has  lifted  up  the 
light  of  his  reconciled  countenance.  If  there  are  any  fuch 
among  us,  as  God  forbid  but  there  were,  they  ought ; 
but  why  do  I  fay  they  ought ;  for,  no  doubt,  they  certain- 
ly  will  go  to  God  as  their  exceeding  joy.  To  you,  my 
brethren,  it  belongs,  with  wonder  and  gratitude,  to  fur- 
vey  thefe  bleflings  to  which  you  know  your  title,  and  to 
join  in  that  heavenly  anthem.  Rev.  i.  5^6.  " — Unto  him 
^  that  loved  us,  and  waihed  us  from  our  fins  in  his  own 
'^  blood,  and  hath  made  us  kings  and  prieds  unto  God, 
"  and  his  father,  to  him  be  glory,  and  dominion  for  ever 
**  and  ever.  Amen."  Rev.  vii.  12.  "  Bleffing  and  glory, 
"  and  wifdom,  and  thaukfgiving,  and  honor  and  power, 
'•  and  might,  be  unto  our  God  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen." 
Let  your  faith  follow  your  rifen  Redeemer  to  his  Father's 
throne,  and  look  forward  to  what  he  is  doing  and  preparing 
for  you,  as  well  as  backward  to  what  he  haA  already  done. 
If  Satan  be  under  your  feet ;  if  fin  be  crucified  on  your  Sa- 
viour's crofs ;  and  cares  and  forrows  kept  at  a  diftance,  I 
hope  it  will  help  you  to  fome  conception  of  the  felicity  of 
tfasit  ftate,  ^'  where  there  ihall  be  no  more  curfe,  but  the 
^  throne  of  God,  and  of  the  Lamb  fliall  be  in  it,  and  his 
"  fervants  ftiall  ferve  him." 

2dly,  In  this  ordinance  there  is  matter  of  joy  and  con- 
folation  to  the  fearful  and  doubting  Chriftian,  who,  not 
without  deCres  after  God,  and  the  remembrance  olF  his 
name,  yet  is  fall  of  folicimde  and  anxiety,  and  dare  not 
pofitively  affirm  his  own  intereft  in  the  Saviour.  What 
is  fet  before  us  in  this  ordinance,  particularly  what  I  have 
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this  day  opened  up  on  the  fubjeft,  will  fhow  how  well  it 
is  fitted  for  (Irengthening  the  we»k,  and  comfcMting  die 
feeble-minded.  But,  to  explain  this  propriety  a  little, 
let  me  afk  you  is  your  doubt  of  God's  willingnefs  to  n* 
ceive  returning  finners  ?  This  doubt  the  Lord's  fupper 
is  a  full  refolution  of;  this  table  fpread  by  his  appointment^ 
is  an  exprefs  ftipulation,  on  his  part,  of  pardon  and  peace, 
to  all  who  are  willing  to  accept  of  them  on  the  terms  of 
the  gofpel  i  Well,  but  what  are  the  terms  of  the  gofpel  i 
Infinitely  free  and  gracious,  on  the  one  hand,  and  exceed* 
ing  ftri£t  and  fevere  on  the  other ;  full  forgivenefs  to  the 
chief  of  finners,  without  any  merit  or  qualification  on  their 
part ;  complete  deliverance  from  the  power  of  cormpCt- 
on ;  and  fandtfication  by  the  Holy  Spirit  of  grace.  What 
then  are  the  fevere  terms  ?  Truly  to  accept  of  them  juil 
as  fiilly  and  freely  as  they  are  offered ;  to  receive  forgive* 
nefs  as  mere  mercy,  which  we  have  not  deferved,  and 
defire  deliverance  from  every  fin  without  exception ;  and 
to  expeft  to  obtain  it  not  from  ourfelves,  but  by  the  ffaength 
that  is  in  Chrift :  the  true  felf-denial  of  the  gofpel  is  the 
hardeft  facrifice  to  human  pride.  Men  may  cry  up  mo- 
rality,  and  boafl  of  it,  and  trufl  in  it,  and  never  pra£tife 
it ;  but  heartily  to  approve  of  the  whole  law  of  God,  and 
breathe'after  conformity  to  it,  as  the  purchafe  of  Chrift's 
death,  and  the  e£Pe£t  of  our  union  with  him,  and  giving 
the  honor  of  it  only  to  him,  this,  if  I  miflake  not,  is  the 
obedience  of  faith.  Now,  do  you  doubt  whether  you  have 
accepted  Chrifl  on  thefe  terms  ?  This  is  not  doubting, 
but  refufing ;  and  I  have  no  confolation  for  you.  But  if 
you  are  willing  that  Chrifl  ihould  be  all,  and  you  fhould 
be  nothing,  and  fincerely  grieve  for  the  fin  and  impurity 
that  flill  cleaves  to  you,  and  even  for  your  unbelief,  and 
the  hardnefs  of  your  hearts,  come  to  this  table,  and  **  my 
'*  God  fhall  fupply  all  your  wants  fi-om  his  riches  in  gloiy 
•^  by  Chrifl  Jefus." 

3dly,  That  I  may,  if  poflible,  yet  farther  illuflrate  and 
commend  the  divine  grace,  here  is  matter  of  joy  to  all 
without  exception :  "  Behold,  I  bring  you  glad  tidings 
"  of  great  joy,  that  God  is  in  Chrifl  reconciling  the  world 
"  unto  himfelf !"    You  have  caufe  to  be  thankful,  that, 
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for  your  former  contempt  of  mercy,  you  have  not  been  ci^t 
off  from  the  land  of  the  living,  and  condemned  for  ever 
to  the  flames.  O  that  you  were  fenlible  what  grace  and 
patience  is  exercifed  towards  yon  in  your  daily  preferva- 
tion !  tliat  your  paft  refufals  have  not  been  accepted  as 
your  final  choice,  and  your  (late  determined  beyond  re- 
demption !  I  do,  now,  upon  this  folemn  occafion,  when 
the  body  and  blood  of  Chrift,  as  broken  and  fhed  for  (in- 
ners,  is  to  be  fet  before  you,  by  his  warrant  and  authority, 
be&ech  you,  by  the  mercies  of  God,  and  pray  you  to  be 
reconciled  unto  him.  Shall  1  be  obliged,  on  this  feafon 
of  joy,  amidft  fo  bright  a  difplay  of  divine  love,  to  un- 
ihath  the  fword  of  almighty  vengeance,  and  denounce  the 
terrors  of  the  Lord  ?  No,  my  brethren,  I  rather  chufe, 
now,  to  befeech  than  to  command,  to  invite  than  to  threat- 
en you ;  to  ihew  you  the  wrath  of  God  falling  upon  your 
Saviour  than  upon  yourfelves ;  and  ihall  not  his  love  con- 
firain  you,  fhall  not  his  mercy  perfuade  you,  not  to  reject 
the  counfel  of  God  againft  yourfelves  ?  Will  you  prefer 
the  pleafures  of  fm,  carnal  mirth,  and  fenfual  riot,  to  all 
the  blefled  fruits  of  divine  love  ?  You  will  fay,  I  fufpevit, 
that  you  have  but  a  cold  notion  of  all  this  profufion  of  Ian* 
guage  about  joy  in  God ;  it  is  becaufe  you  know  it  not. 
Do  but  tafte  and  fee,  that  the  Lord  is  good !  I  am  fenfible, 
however,  it  is  in  vain  to  fpeak  to  any  but  thofe  who  are 
weary  of  their  fins ;  and  therefore  I  fliall  only,  in  our  Sa- 
viour's  words,  call  all  thofe  "  who  are  weary  and  heavy 
**  laden  to  come  unto  him,  that  they  may  have  reft."  As 
this  ordinance  is  proper  for  ratifying  former  engagements, 
fo  it  is  alfo  proper  for  entering  into  covenant  with  God, 
and  folemnly  giving  yourfelves  to  be  his.  And  oh  that  this 
may  be  a  day  and  place,  marked  in  the  regifters  of  hea- 
ven, when  and  where  many  joined  themfelves  to  the  Lord 
in  a  perpetual  covenant  never  to  be  forgotten  or  recalled ! 

3.  The  laftufe  to  be  made  of  this  fubjeft,  is  to  (how 
you  what  is  your  proper  employment  at  the  Lord's  table. 
It  ought  to  be  a  joyful,  thankful  application  of  the  bleffings 
of  Chrift's  purchafe  to  your  fouls.  Be  ftrong  in  faith, 
giving  glory  to  God  ;  not  only  celebrate  his  love,  but  im- 
prove  it,  by  alking,  in  faith,  every  thing  ncccffary  to 
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your  fandlification  and  peace. — I  fhall  (hut  up  all^  by  de* 
firing  you  to  ufe  the  Pfalmift's  preface,  in  going  unto 
God,  who  fays,  in  the  3d  verfe,  **  O  fend  out  thy  light 
"  and  thy  truth ;  let  them  lead  me,  let  them  bring  me  va- 
^  to  thy  holy  hiH,  and  to  thy  tabernacles."  In  order  to 
raife  and  elevate  your  minds,  to  fix  and  engage  your  un- 
fettled  hearts,  apply  to  God,  who  hath  the  hearts  of  all 
men  in  his  hand,  that  he  would  difpofe  you  for  his  fervice  j 
that  he  would  Ihed  abroad  his  love  in  your  hearts,  and 
make  you  joyful  \vk  his  hoiiie  of  prayer.  And  my  eameft 
prayer  to  God  for  you,  is,  that  he  would  at  this  time,  con- 
vert  feme,  or  (why  fliould  we  limit  him  V)  every  profisine 
finner  in  this  aflembly ;  pull  off  the  ma&  of  hypocrites^ 
and  Ihew  them  their  own  likenefs ;  that  he  would  make  it 
a  joyful  communion  to  many  of  you,  and  a  profitable  com^' 
Hiunion  to  all.     Amen. 
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SERMON  21- 


PSALM  cxvi.  7. 

SetufTi  unto  thy  restj  O  my  soitl^  for  the  Lord  hath  dealt 
bountifully  with  thee. 

IT  is  the  language  of  nature,  as  well  as  of  grace,  to  cry 
to  God  in  diftrefs.     When  great  extremity  fliovvs  the 
weaknefs  of  all  other  help,  there  remains  fo  much  of  God 
'Written  on  the  confciences  even  of  the  mod  profligate,  as 
excites  them  to  this  duty.     The  truth  of  this  obf^rvatioii 
appears  from  many  fcripture  examples,  as  well  as  every 
day's  experience.     But  though  bad  men  may  cry  to  God 
for  deliverance  from  fuffering,  they  know  little,  if  any 
thing  at  all,  of  returning  to  God  in  duty  and  gratitude,  for 
the  mercy  received,  Pfal.  Ixxviii.  34, — 37.    "  When  he 
"  flew  them,  then  they  fought  him  ;    and  they  returned, 
*'  and  inquired  early  after  God.     And  they  remembered 
*'  that  God  was  their  rock,  and  the  high  God  their  Redeem- 
*'  er.  Neverthelefs,  they  did  flatter  him  with  their  mouth, 
"  and  they  lied  unto  him  with  their  tongues.     For  their 
*'  heart  was  not  right  with  him ;  neither  were  they  ftedfaft 
"  in  his  coven?nt.'*  See  alfo  the  account  of  the  ten  lepers, 
Luke  xvii.  12, — 17.  "  And  as  he  entered  into  a  certain 
**  village,  there  met  him  ten  men  that  were  lepers,  which 
*'  ftood  afar  off,  and  they  lifted  up  their  voices,  and  faid^ 
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*'  Jefus,  Mafter,  have  mercy  on  us.  And,  when  he  Ikw 
**  them,  he  faid  unto  them,  go  Ihew  yourfelves  unto  the 
"  priefls ;  and  it  came  to  pafs,  that,  as  they  went,  thcjr 
"  were  cleanfed.  And  one  of  them,  when  he  faw  that  he 
"  was  healed,  turned  back,  and,  with  a  loud  voice,  glori- 
"  fied  God,  and  fell  down  on  his  face,  at  his  feet,  giving 
^'  him  thanks ;  and  he  was  a  Samaritan :  and  Jefus  an- 
"  fwering,  faid,  Were  there  not  ten  cleanfed  ?  but  where 
"  are  the  nine  ?"  They  ill  cried  alike  for  the  cure ;  but 
the  greateft  part  foon  forgot  their  obligation  to  their  mer- 
ciful Savioun 

It  is  no  way  difficult  to  account  for  this  behavior  in  bad 
men  ;  but,  alas !  it  is  melancholy  to  think  how  much  of 
this  unhappy  difpofition  is  to  be  found  even  in  the  bed. 
When  the  preffure  of  any  trial  is  felt,  they  flee  to  God  as 
their  refuge  and  fecurity ;  with  fervent  fupplication,  and 
earned  wreftling,  they  intreat  his  help.  But,  though  we 
muft  not  charge  any  fincere  fervant  of  God  with  an  entire 
forgetfulnefs  of  his  goodnefs,  or  open  defertion  of  his  fer- 
vice ;  yet,  I  am  afraid,  that  many  are  very  defeftive  in 
this  particular ;  and  that  few,  very  few,  preferve  the  fame 
folicitude  to  improve  their  mercies,  as  to  obtain  them. 

My  intention  is  to  apply  this  to  us,  who  have  lately 
been  at  the  Lord's  table  ;  and,  I  hope,  before  going  there, 
not  a  f^Y  were  earned  in  their  prayers  for  the  divine  pre- 
fence.  Urged  by  the  fufFerings  of  this  mortal  body,  the 
lofs  of  outward  comforts,  the  power  of  inward  temptati- 
ons, or  a  defire  of  the  return  of  an  abfent  God,  or  the 
quickening  of  a  flothful  fpirit,  they  fought  confolation  in 
this  holy  ordinance ;  they  went  to  feek  the  Lord,  going 
and  weeping.  I  hope  alfo,  and  believe,  that  many  went 
ndt  in  vain,  but  "found  him  whom  their  foul  loved,  (bund 
"  him,  -  and  would  not  let  him  go.'^  All  fuch  ought  to 
imitttt  the  Pfalmift  in  the  fpirit  that  breathes  through  the 
whole  of  this  Pfalm ;  and,  particularly,  in  the  words  of 
my  text :  Return  unto  thy  rest,  0  my  soul^  for  the  Lord 
hath  dealt  bountifully  V)ith  thee. 

I  need  only  fay,  in  avery  few  words,  that  the  whole 
Pfalm  is  an  expreflion  of  his  gratitude  for  deliverance 
from  great  fufFerings,  from  enemies  cruel  and  treacherous. 
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They  were  alfo  of  an  inward,  as  well  as  an  outward  kind, 
as  all  his  trials  did  ordinarily  bring  fin  to  remembrance, 
and  fill  him  with  a  humbling  fenfe  of  the  awful  judgments 
of  a  holy  and  righteous  God.  He  feems  alfo  to  have  been 
particuUrly  cxercifed  in  prayer  to  God  hjs  all-fufficient 
help:  ver.  3,  4-  "  The  forrows  of  death  compaffed  me, 
^*  and  the  pains  of  hell  gat  hold  upon  me :  I  found  trouble 
^^  and  forrow.  Then  called  I  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord ; 
**  O  Lord,  I  befeech  thee,  deliver  my  fouL"  He  there- 
upon  celebrates  the  mercy  of  God,  and  wearing  the  bonds 
of  love,  defires  to  exprefs  his  obligations  in  the  flrongeft 
terms,  and  to  fatisfy  them  by  the  mod  chearful  obedience: 
verfe  12.  "  What  Ihall  I  render  unto  the  Lord  for  all  his 
"  benefits  towards  me  ?'* 

In  difcourfmg  further,  at  this  time,  I  fhall  juft  obferve, 
that  the  words  of  the  text  contain  the  Pfalmift's  refolution: 
Return  unto  thy  rest^  O  my  soul. — ^And  the  reafon  on 

which  it  is  founded ; -for  the  Lord  bath  dealt  bounty 

fully  vjitb  tbee.  Thefe  two,  as  applicable  to  the  fervants 
of  God  in  general,  and  ourfelves  in  particular,  I  fhall  dif- 
tin£Uy  confidcr,  not  in  the  order  of  the  words,  but  in  the 
order  of  nature. 

L  I  fliall  defcribe  the  flaljp  of  thofe  with  whom  God 
bath  dealt  bountifully. 

IL  Explain  the  import  of  the  Pfalmift's  refolution, 
which  ought  to  be  theirs :  Return  unto  thy  rest^  0  my  soul. 

And  then  fliall  make  fome  pra£tical  improvement  of 
the  fubjeft. 

L  Then,  I  (hall  defcribe  the  ftate  of  thofe  with  whom 
God  batb  dealt  bountifully;  and  I  am  juft  to  defcribe  this, 
in  its  great  lines,  from  experience,  befeeching  every  one 
prefent  to  hear  it  with  application ;  and  to  add  fuch  cir- 
cumftances  to  the  feveral  particulars,  as  will  make  them 
completely  fuitable  to  his  own  ftate — Obferve,  then, 

I.  That  the  Lord  hath  dealt  bountifully  with  thofe  from 
whom  he  hath  removed  any  affliftion  under  which  they 
groaned,  and  for  deliverance  from  which  they  prayed. — 
If  we  would  count  our  mercies,  they  are  very  many :  and 
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we  often  lofe  both  the  relifli  of  them,  and  the  benefit  di 
them,  by  not  obferving  them.  Thofe  who  are  delivered 
from  fLckneFs,  or  the  fear  of  it,  in  themfelves,  or  their  relar 
tions,  ought  to  be  fenfiUe  of  the  goodnefs  of  God,  who 
maketh  them  to  lye  down  and  rife  up  in  fafety. — If  any 
had  reafon  to  fear  confinement  from  ordinances,  or  firom 
ufefulnefs,  they  fhould  fay,  with  the  Pfalmift,  Pf«d.  cxviii. 
1 6,— -19.  "  The  right  hand  of  the  Lord  is  exalted;  the 
*^  right  hand  of  the  Lord  doth  valiantly.  I  Ihall  not  die, 
^^  but  live,  and  declare  the  works  of  the  Lord ;  the  Lord 
"  hath  chaftcned  me  fore ;  but  he  hath  not  given  me  over 
^^  unto  death.  Open  to  me  the  gates  of  righteoufnefs ;  I 
"  will  go  into  them,  and  I  will  praife  the  Lord." — If  any 
were  oppreflfed  with  calumny  and  reproach,  and  God  hath 
hidden  them  from  the  ftrife  of  tongues,  hath  pleaded  their 
caufe,  or  brought  forth  their  ^^  judgment  as  the  light,  and 
*^  their  righteoufnefs  as  the  noon-day «"  The  P&lmifl: 
fays,  Pfal.  cxviii.  10, — 14,  ^^  All  nations  compaflfed  me 
'^  about ;  but  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  will  I  deftroy  them. 
"  They  compaffed  me  about,  yea,  they  compaiTed  me 
'*  about;  but,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  I  will  deftroy  them. 
*'  They  compaffed  me  about  like  bees ;  they  are  quenched 
**  as  the  fire  of  thorns ;  for,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  I 
*'  will  deftroy  them.  Thoyi  haft  thruft  fore  al  me,  that  I 
**  might  fall ;  but  the  Lord  helped  me  :  the  Lord  is  my 
*'  ftrength  and  fong,  and  is  become  my  falvation,"  If 
any  are  delivered  from  the  fear  of  want,  and  a  reafonable 
profpeft  given  them  of  competent  and  fuitable  provifion 
for  themfelves  and  families ;  if  they  can  remember  the 
time,  whether  lately  or  at  a  greater  diftance,  when  they 
feemed  to  be  threatened  with  poverty  and  dependance^ 
and  all  the  fliame,  diftrefs,  and  temptation  that  attends 
that  enfnaring  ftate;  if,  I  fay,  they  can  remember  this,  and 
fee  how  God,  by  a  gracious  providence,  has  led  them  by 
the  hand ;  has  given  them  food  to  eat  and  raiment  to  put 
on,  and  even  honored  them  with  the  ability  and  the  heart 
to  flretch  out  their  hands  to  the  poor  and  needy,  the  father- 
lefs  and  the  widow;  furely  he  hath  dealt  bountifully  with 
them.  They  ought  to  fay  with  the  Plalmift,  Pfal.  xxiii.  5, 
^^  Thou  prepareft  a  table  before  me  in  the  prefencc  of 
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'*  mine  enemies  :  thou  anointed  my  head  with  oil,  my 
•*  cup  runneth  over." — If  any  have  been  burdened  with  a 
fenfe  of  guilt,  the  arrows  of  the  Lord  within  them,  and  th& 
poifon  thereof  drinking  up  their  fouls,  and  God  hath  re- 
vealed himfelf  to  them,  as  pardoning  iniquity,  tranfgreffi- 
on,  and  fin  ;  if  they  have  been  enabled  to  lay  hold,  with 
cleamefs  and  confidence,  of  the  great  atonement,  they 
have  furely  tailed  of  his  love  :  Or,  if  a  fpirit  of  bondage 
and  llavifh  fear  has  given  a  forbidding  afpect  to  the  paths 
of  piety,  or  hath  brought  a  gloom  and  darknefs  upon  the 
paths  of  providence,  and  it  hath  pleafcd  God  to  fpeak 
peace  io  their  fouls,  by  the  Spirit  of  confolation,  they  will 
lay  with  the  Pfalmift,  Pfalm  ciii.  i,  *'  Blefs  the  Lord,  O 
"  my  foul,  and  all  that  is  within  me,  blefs  his  holy  name.'* 
— Ot^  finally,  if  any  hath  complained  of  a  dead,  flothful, 
fecure  frame,  refting  too  eafily  in  the  form,  and  minding 
little  of  the  power  of  godlinefs,  and  it  hath  pleafed  God 
to  touch  their  hearts  and  lips  with  a  live-coal  from  oflF  his 
altar ;  to  command  their  attention  by  his  word ;  to  excite 
their  afieftions  in  his  worfhip,  and  to  give  a  new  drain  of 
Watchfulnefs  and  tendernefs  to  the  whole  of  their  conver- 
iation:  they  have  furely  the  greated  reafon  to  fay,  "Re- 
"  turn  unto  thy  red,  O  my  foul,  for  the  Lord  hath  dealt 
«*  bountifully  with  thee." 

2.  The  Lord  hath  dealt  bountifully  with  you,  if  you 
can  obferve  a  particular  mark  and  fignature  of  his  provi- 
dence in  your  mercies.  It  is  one  thing  to  receive  the 
bounty  of  providence,  and  another  to  difcem  and  confefs 
the  hand  that  bedows  it.  Even  with  regard  to  the  bled*- 
ings  that  are,  in  a  great  meafure,  common  to  every  thing 
that  lives,  it  is  a  matter  of  the  highed  moment,  and  of 
great  influence  in  religion,  to  have  a  deep  and  ferious  con- 
viftion  from  whom  they  flow,  to  be  fenfible  of  the  abfo- 
luteand  condantdependance  of  every  creature  upon  God. 
It  places  us  immediately  in  our  Maker's  prefence  ;  for, 
as  the  apodle  Paul  fays,  A£ls  xvii.  27,  " — He  is  not  far 
*^  from  every  one  of  us.  For  in  him  we  live,  and  move, 
'*  and  have  our  being.'* 

But  though  this  is  not  to  be  neglefted,  I  have  fomething 
farther  in  view,  viz.  When  we  can  obferve  the  pariicuhr 
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flcpsof  providence,  as  well  as  the  gracious  intention  of  it, 
as  the  fruit  of  fpccial  and  diftinguifliing  love.  The  foot- 
fteps  of  Providence  are  to  be  feen  often  in  the  means,—* 
in  tlie  feafon, — and  in  the  nature  of  the  mercy. 

id.  When  the  means  by  which  any  mercy  is  brought 
about  are  extraordinary,  and  far  beyond  the  reach  of  hu- 
man wifdom,  it  ferves  to  ftiow  that  God  himfelf  hath  been 
their  help.  Sometimes  the  children  of  God  are  left  to 
prove  the  weaknefs  of  all  created  help,  and  to  be  urged  in 
a  manner  to  the  brink  of  defpair,  that  their  deliverance 
may  be  the  more  fignal,  and  may  the  more  evidently 
point  out  the  very  finger  of  God.  What  a  mercy  is  it, 
when  the  enemies  of  good  men  wait  for  their  halting,  and 
hope  to  overcome  them,  and  yet  they  are  remarkably  de- 
liv;ered,  and  out  of  weaknefs  are  made  flrong  ?  See  how 
the  Pfalmift  prays,  Pfal.  Ixxxvi.  i6, 17.  *'  O  turn  unto 
**  me,  and  have  mercy  upon  me.  Give  thy  ftrength  unto 
**  thy  fervant,  and  fave  the  fon  of  thine  handmaid.  Shew 
"  me  a  token  for  good,  that  they  which  hate  me  may  fee 
"  it,  and  be  alhamed;  becaufe  thou,  Lord,  haft  holpen 
"  me,  and  comforted  me.*' 

2dly.  Sometimes  the  providence  of  God  is  feen  in  the 
fcafon  of  the  mercy.  It  is  beftowed  when  it  is  moft  need- 
ed, or  when  it  may  be  of  greateft  ufe.  When  the  faith  of 
his  people  is  beginning  to  fail,  it  frequently  meets  with 
iinexpeftcd  and  eminent  fupport,  Pf.  Ixxiii.  2.  "  But  as 
**  for  me,  my  feet  were  almoft  gone  :  my  fteps  had  well 
"  nigh  flipt.'*  v.  10.  "  Therefore  his  people  return  hi- 
"  ther :  and  waters  of  a  full  cup  are  wrung  out  to  them." 
Pfalm  xciv.  16,  17,  18,  19.  "Who  will  rife  up  for  me 
**  againft  the  evil  doers  ?  or  who  will  ftand  up  for  me 
**-  againft  the  workers  of  iniquity  ?  Unlefs  the  Lord  had 
**  been  my  help,  my  foul  had  almoft  dwelt  in  filence. 
"  When  1  faid,  my  foot  flippeth ;  thy  mercy,  O  Lord, 
"  held  me  up.  In  the  multitude  of  my  thoughts  within 
*«  me,  thy  comforts  delight  my  foul."  When  they  have 
duties  of  importance  before  them,  they  have  fometimes 
fuch  fupplies  of  grace  and  ftrength  given  them,  as  to  carry 
them  through  with  comfort  and  with  credit.  Sometimes, 
to  prepare  them  for  trials  which  may  be  before  them,  they 
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have  uncommon  mtafures  of  confblation  from  above;  and 
ibmetimes  under  or  after  trials,  for  their  fupport  and  com- 
fort, they  meet  with  all  in  the  Creator,  and  much  more 
than  they  loft  in  the  creature.  And  I  hope,  my  brethren, 
many  have  caufe  to  adore  the  wiiUom,  as  well  as  the 
grace  of  God  in  public  ordinances,  that  dire£ts  his  minif- 
ters,  as  well  as  his  Spirit,  to  fuch  inllruflions  as  may  be 
moft  fuitable,  both  to  the  wants  and  the  defires  of  his 
faints.  How  excellent  is  found  in(lru£tion,  at  any  rate ! 
But  what  a  new  beauty  and  excellency  does  is  acquire, 
in  the  eyes  of  that  perfon,  to  whofe  inward  complaints  it 
it  dircGtly  fuited  ?  We  may  fay  of  it  as  Solomon  fays, 
Proverbs  xv.  23,  "A  man  hath  joy  by  the  anfwer  of  his 
^  mouth ;  and  a  word  fpoken  in  due  feafon,  how  good  is 
«  it  ?>*  XXV.  II.  "A  word  fitly  fpoken  is  like  apples 
•*  of  gold  in  piftures  of  filver."  Ifaiah  L  4.  **  The  Lord 
^  GA  hath  given  me  the  tongue  of  the  learned,  that  I 
««  ihoold  know  how  to  fpeak  a  word  in  feafon  to  him  that 
"  is  weary.'* 

3dly.  Once  more :  The  fignature  of  Providence  is 
'  ibmetimes  feen  in  the  nature  of  the  mercy,  when  it  iS  ex- 
a^y  fuited  to  the  ftate  and  charafter  of  the  perfon  con- 
cerned. Our  temper,  ftation,  duties,  have  in  them  a  very 
great  diverfity  ;  and  there  is  frequently  an  opportunity  to 
obferve  how  God  difpenfes  his  gifts  with  wifdom  and  pro- 
priety. If  he  gives  to  the  rich,  humility,  thankfulriefs,  or 
liberality ;  to  the  poor,  patience,  truft,  and  refignation : 
If  he  keeps  the  weak  from  temptation  and  trial ;  and  fills 
with  fortitude  thofe  who  are  to  meet  with  refiftance ;  and, 
in  general,  accommodates  his  mercies  to  their  apparent 
neceffity,  can  it  be  denied,  that  he  deals  bountifully  with 
them.  We  are  taught  this  truth  in  a  very  tender  paflage, 
Pfal.  ciii.  13, 14.  ^'  Like  as  a  father  pitieth  his  children, 
**  fo  the  Lord  pitieth  them  that  fear  him ;  for  he  knowcth 
"  our  frame ;  he  remembereth  that  we  are  duft."  In  ma- 
ny  infiances,  indeed,  this  kindnefs  and  condefcenfion  is 
to  be  obferved  both  in  the  nature  of  mercies,  and  in  the 
meafure  of  afflictions,  Ifa.  xxvii.  8.  ^^  In  meafure,  when 
**  it  Ihooteth  forth,  thou  wilt  debate  with  it ;  he  ilayelh 
Vol.  IL  P 
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"  his  rough  wind  in  the  day  of  the  eaft  wind.'*  This  loadi 
me  to  obferve, 

3.  That  the  Lord  deals  bountifully  with  his  peoplCi 
when  he  gives  them  a  clear  and  fatisfying  view  of  the  fa* 
lutary  end,  and  enables  jhem  to  make  a  lanAified  ufe 
both  of  their  trials  and  mercies.  I  need  not  tell  you,  that 
cdamiti^s  of  various  kinds  are  infeparable  from  this  fiate 
of  mortality  and  of  fin  ;  neither  need  I  tell  you  that  die 
children  of  God  never  were,  nor  ever  Ihall  be  exempted 
from  dieir  /hare.  But,  as  their  mercies  have  a  quite  dif* 
ferent  nature  and  influence,  from  thofe  which  are  bellow- 
ed upon  a  carelefs,  fecure  world ;  fd  their  trials  have  a  pe* 
culiar  direflion,  and  are  capable  of  a  fpiritual  improve^ 
ment :  nay,  they  are  reprefented  in  fcripture,  as  the  fruit 
and  evidence  of  love,  Heb.  xiii  5.  *^  And  ye  have  forgot* 
^^  ten  the  exhortation  which  fpeaketh  unto  you  as  unto 
^^  children.  My  fon,  defpife  not  thou  the  chaftening  of  the 
^^  Lord,  nor  faint  when  thou  art  rebuked  of  him."  Ffidm 
Ixxxix.  30,  31,  32,  33.  "  If  his  children  forfake  my  law, 
^'  and  walk  not  in  my  judgments ;  if  they  break  my  fia- 
'^  tutes,  and  keep  not  my  commandments,  then  will  I 
**  vifit  their  tranfgrcffion  with  the  rod,  and  their  iniqui^ 
**  with  ftripes :  neverthelefs,  my  loving-kindnefs  wiU  I 
^  not  utterly  take  from  him,  nor  fuffer  my  fiuthfulnefs  to 
**  fail." 

Now,  my  brethren,  fometimesthe  children  of  God  nwy 
ilruggle  for  a  feafon  under  afflictions,  and  find  much  dim. 
culty  to  adhere  lledfaUly  to  their  duty :  nay,  what  do  I 
fay  ?  truly  they  may  fin  not  a  little  by  impatience  in  thcur 
hearts,  and  fpeaking  unadvifedly  with  their  lips,  as  well 
as  by  finking  under  the  firoke,  and  manifefling  unbelief 
and  diflruft  in  the  rock  of  their  falvation.  They  may  be 
alfo  greatly  at  a  lofs  to  interpret  the  language  of  Provi- 
dence, and  difcover  the  caufe  of  God's  controverfy  with 
them.  They  may  fay,  with  the  Pfalmift,  Pfal.  IxxvK.  6, 
— 9,  ''  I  call  to  remembrance  my  fong  in  the  night ;  I 
"  commune  with  mine  own  heart,  and  my  fpirit  made  di* 
''  ligent  fearch.  Will  the  Lord  caft  off  forever  ?  and  will 
'^  he  be  favorable  no  more  ?  Is  his  mercy  clean  gone  for- 
^^  ever  ?    Doth  his  promife  fail  for  evermore  ?   Hath  God 
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^  forgotten  to  be  gracious  ?  hath  he  in  anger  fhut  up  his 
"  tender  mercies?  Selah.'*  Or,  with  Job,  Job  x.  1,-3, 
*'  My  foul  is  weaiy  of  my  life;  I  will  leave  my  complaint 
**  upon  myfelf;  I  will  fpeak  in  the  bitternefs  of  my  foul. 
•*  1  will  lay  unto  God,  do  not  condemn  me ;  fhew  me 
^  wherefore  thou  contendeft  with  me.  Is  it  good  unto 
^  thee,  that  thou  fhouldeft  opprefs  ?  that  thou  fhoulded 
^  defpife  the  work  of  thine  hands,  and  fhine  upon  the 
«•  counfel  of  the  wicked  ?" 

But  what  a  mercy  is  it,  when  it  pleafeth  God  to  recon- 
cile  our  minds  to  the  will  of  his  providence  ;  to  fet  home 
upon  the  confcience  his  right  of  fovereignty ;  his  title  to 
difpofe  of  our  perfons,  our  reputation,  our  fubftance,  our 
relations,  without  exception,  and  without  condition,  even 
as  he  will.  O  how  happy !  to  be  able  to  fay,  with  our 
fufl^ng  Saviour,  ^^  O  my  Bather,  if  it  be  poffible,  let  this 
^  cup  pafs  from  me !  neverthelefs,  not  as  I  will,  but  as 
'*  thou  wilt.  And,  again,  if  this  cup  may  not  pafs  away 
••  from  me,  except  I  drink  it,  thy  will  be  done."  Is  this 
unreafonable  ?  Nothing  lefs.  Should  he  not  do  what  he 
will  with  his  own  ?  Is  it  impoffible  ?  Blefled  be  God,  it  is 
ikr  from  it.  How  happy,  my  brethren,  to  have  our  cor- 
ruptions mortified  by  fuffering !  to  have  the  fpirit  broken 
by  contrition  and  penitence,  when  the  body  is  broken  by 
ficknefs  or  diftrefs;  to  weaken  our  attachment  to  the 
world,  when  it  is  fhowing  its  inftability  and  uncertainty 
as  our  poifeffion ;  to  hate  the  fin  for  which,  and  not  the 
God  by  whom  the  ftroke  is  infli£ted,  let  it  be  of  what  na- 
ture  foever  it  will  ?  O  how  happy  to  have  divine  confo- 
lation  under  fuffering !  an  angel  from  heaven  ftrengthen- 
ing  us !  die  foul  following  hard  after  God !  when  the  be- 
liever is  enabled  to  delight  himfelf  in  God,  even  in  the 
abfence  of  all  outward  comfort !  and  to  fay  with  Hab.  iii. 
17, 18,  *'  Although  the  fig-tree  fhall  not  bloffom,  neither 
**  fhfll  fruit  be  in  the  vines ;  the  labor  of  the  olive  fliall 
^  fail,  and  the  fields  fhall  yield  no  meat ;  the  flock  fhall 
**  be  cot  off  from  the  fold,  and  there  fhall  be  no  herd  in  the 
"  flails;  yet  I  will  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  I  will  joy  in  the 
**  God  of  my  falvation !''  O  how  happy  is  it,  when  we 
experience  the  fanfkifying  effe£ts  of  fuffering,  to  be  able  to 
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look  back  upon  it,  and  find  the  bitternefs  and  fcverity 
over,  or  mitigated  by  time,  but  the  fruits  of  it  remaining, 
and  daily  gathering  ftrength !  One  afflidion,  truly  fanc- 
tified,  prepares  the  mind  for  others  to  follow,  and  makes 
them  both  more  tolerable,  and  more  ufefiil.  He  who  has 
fought,  and  found  confolation  in  God,  under  one  affliction, 
isrefrefhed,  braced,  and  armed  for  another  combat ;  be  is 
not  fo  much  afraid  of  new  and  unknown  enemies,  becaufe 
he  knows  where  to  find  fure  and  eflScfitual  fupport,  Thene 
is  fomerhing  very  noble  and  animated  in  that  part  of  the 
apoftle  Paul's  difcourfe  to  the  elders  of  Ephefus,  wluch 
relates  to  his  ibSerings  for  the  gofpel,  Adsxx.  22,  23,  24. 
"  And  now,  behold,  I  go  bound  in  the  fpirit  unto  Jenifiu 
'^  lem,  not  knowing  the  things  that  fhall  befal  me  there : 
"  fave  that  the  Holy  Ghoft  witneffeth  in  every  city,  lay- 
^^  ing,  that  bonds  and  afHiCtipns  abide  me.  But  none  of 
"  thefe  things  move  me ;  neither  count  I  my  lifc^  dear 
*'  unto  myfelf,  fo  that  I  might  finifh  my  courfe  with  joy, 
*'  and  the  miniftry  which  I  have  received  of  the  Lord  Jc- 
"  fus,  to  teftify  the  gofpel  of  the  grace  of  God."  I  cannot 
go  through  either  every  kind  of  fuflfering,  or  every  kind  of 
benefit  we  may  receive  from  it ;  but  we  liave  the  pleafure 
of  feeing  the  fcripture  faints,  both  in  the  Old  and  New 
Teftament,  bearing  witnefs  to  the  falutary  confequence  of 
affliction.  Thus  David  fays,  Pfal.  cxix.  67,  ''Before  I 
**  was  afflifted,  I  went  aftray ;  but  now  have  I  kept  thy 
"  word  :"  and  verfe  71,  "It  is  good  for  me  that  I  hevc 
"  been  afflidled,  that  I  might  learn  thy  ftatutes."  And 
the  apoftle  Paul,  Rom.  v:  3.  "  And  not  only  fo,  but  we 
"  glory  in  tribulation  alfo,  knowing  that  tribulation  work* 
"  eth  patience.''  And  fo  certain  is  this  truth,  that,  I  am 
perfuaded,  there  is  no  ferious  exercifed  perfon  among  us, 
but  is  willing  to  ftrengthen  the  evidence  by  his  own  tcfti* 
mony. 

I  may  add,  that  the  Lord  deals  very  bountifully  with 
thofeto  whom  he  gives  the  fandtifiedufe  of  their  mercies? 
when  in  general  mercies  have  not  led  to  fecurity  or  pride, 
but  to  thankfulnefs,  and  even  to  a  holy  concern  to  im- 
prove them  to  the  glory  of  God  ;  when  great  abundance 
^of  outward  poilcfflons  has  not  led  to  fenfuality,  or  prolan 
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nity,  or  hardnefs  of  heart ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  to  hu- 
mility, ufefulnefs,  liberality  ;  when  a  numerous  or  grow- 
ing family,  children  fpringing  up  as  olive  plants  round 
about  the  table,  only  fill  the  parents  with  a  tender  concern 
to  train  them  up  in  the  fear  of  God,  and  feafon  their  young 
hearts  with  early  impreffions  of  religion;  when,  inftead  of 
a  foolifli  jealoufy  or  ambition  to  have  your  children  more 
fumptuoufly  drefled  than  others,  your  great  care  is  to  have 
them  kept  from  the  fociety  of  the  vicious,  and  to  have  them 
no  way  behind  the  very  bed  accomplilhcd  in  every  branch 
of  uieftjl  knowledge ;  when  you  are  favored  with  the  ef- 
teem  and  affe£lion  of  others,  and  God  enables  you  to  im- 
prove your  influence  by  zeal  and  diligence  in  doing  good. 

Thele  are  all  fan£tified  mercies ;  and,  as  the  Lord  deals 
bountifully  with  thofe  on  whom  they  are  bellowed  from 
time  to  time ;  fo,  in  zGts  of  folemn  worfliip,  it  is  an  un- 
fpeakable  happinefs,  when  fuch  views  are  taken  of  our 
ftate  and  fituation,  and  of  the  afpe£t  of  providence  towards 
us,  as  ferve  to  confirm  and  flrengthen  every  holy  difpofiti- 
on,  and  lead  us  in  the  paths  of  truth  and  righteoufnefs. 
In  the 

4th,  And  laft  place,  The  Lord  bath  dealt  bountifully 
with  thofe  whom  he  hath  admitted  to  the  mod  intimate 
and  fpiritual  communion  with  himfelf ;  thofe  whom  he 
bath  carried  above  the  fphere  of  temptation,  filled  them 
with  fenfible  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoil  here,  and  earned  de- 
fires  after  the  complete  and  perpetual  enjoyment  of  his 
prdence  in  heaven.  My  brethren,  it  is  no  contemptible 
communion  with  God,  when  the  foul  is  poured  out  in 
penitential  forrow,  filled  with  hatred  of  fin,  with  a  love 
of  God^s  laws,  or  fubmiffion  to  his  providence ;  when  the 
Spirit  fhines  with  clearnefs  either  on  commands  or  pro- 
mifes,  and  makes  the  heart  approve  and  red  in  them;  but 
there  are  alfo  fpecial  happy  feafons,  when  the  believer  may 
be  (aid  to- leave  his  mercies,  trials,  fins,  and  duties,  alto- 
gether at  a  didance,  and  to  rejoice  in  the  contemplation 
of  an  infinite  God.  He  is  the  proper  objeft  of  the  highed 
edeem,  and  mod  ardent  love  of  every  reafonable  creature ; 
he  is  the  immediate  objeft  of  delight  and  wonder  to  th^- 
ccledial  hodsi  and  fometimes  he  vouchfafes  fome  degree 
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of  the  like  exalted  joy  even  to  the  faints  on  earth,  ft 
feems  to  have  been  the  defire  of  Mofes,  when  he  fays* 
Exod.  xxxiii.  i8,  *' — I  befeech  thee  fhew  me  thy  glory.** 
And  the  fame  ieems  to  have  been  the  happy  attainment 
of  the  difciples  on  the  mount  of  transfiguration ;  of  which 
fee  the  account,  Matth.  xvtt.  i, — 4,  *^  And  after  fix  days^ 
^  Jefus  taketh  Peter,  James,  and  John  his  brother,  a^ 
^  bringeth  them  up  into  an  high  mountain  apart,  and  was 
**  transfigured  before  them,  and  his  face  did  ihine  as  the 
^  fun,  and  his  raiment  was  white  as  the  light ;  and,  be- 
**  hold,  there  appeared  unto  them  Mofes  and  Elias  talking 
•*  with  him.  Then  anfwered  Peter,  and  faid  unto  Jefus, 
^  Lord,  it  is  good  for  us  to  be  here :  if  thou  wilt,  let  us 
'^*  make  here  three  tabernacles ;  one  for  thee,  and  one  for 
«*  Mofes,  and  one  for  Elias.''  The  luftte  of  their  Matter^ 
appearance,  and  what  they  heard  of  his  intercourfe  with 
the  two  inhabitants  of  heaven,  feems  to  have  made  them 
quite  forget  that  they  had  any  thing  to  do  on  earth :  er,  at 
leaft,  made  them  very  unwilling  to  return  to  their  fenner 
Hate. 

How  fhall  I  explain  this,  or  bring  it  down  to  the  con- 
ception of  worldly  men  ?  Perhaps  it  is  wrong  to  attempt 
it ;  but,  left  any  Ihould  go  away,  fpeaking  with  contempt 
or  indignation  of  communion  with  God,  as  extravagance, 
enthufiafm,  and  folly,  I  ihall  take  leave  to  fupport  it  by 
the  following  illuftration.  Suppofe  any  of  you  were,  as 
perhaps  you  have  been,  admitted  to  the  fight  of  fome  ex- 
ceeding  ffarange  and  wonderful  appearance  in  nature  or 
art ;  will  not  this  fometimes  fill  you  with  inexpreflible 
furprife  and  delight?  will  it  not,  for  a  time,  quite  fufpend 
your  attention  to  any  thing  elfe  ?  Your  bufinefs,  cares, 
fears,  and  other  pleafures,  will  be  all  forgotten  for  a  ieafon. 
Now,  if  this  is  the  cafe,  I  defire  to  know,  why  the  glory 
of  the  true  God,  difcovered  in  his  word,  and  illuftrated 
by  his  Spirit,  may  not,  or  ought  not  to  be  the  fubjeft  of 
the  greateft  wonder,  and  moft  exalted  pleafure,  to  thofe 
who  truly  love  him  ?  The  truth  is,  there  is  fo  much  to  be 
feen,  that  is  furprifing  and  aftonifhing,  both  in  the  nature 
and  works  of  God,  in  creation,  providence,  and  redemp- 
tion, that  the  only  thing  that  hinders  us  from  dwelling; 
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irith  delight  on  this  great  fubjed,  is  the  finfulnefs  of  our 
nature,  which  too  ftrongly  prompts  us  to  flee  from  him* 
When  therefore  the  believer  is  freed  from  the  apprehen- 
fions  of  guilt,  and  goes  to  God,  as  his  God,  in  gratitude 
and  duty,  it  is  no  wonder  that  he  ufles  a  little  of  that  un^ 
fpeakaUe  joy  that  is  at  his  right  hand.  I  doubt  not,  but 
many  will  fay  this  is  true.  O  let  but  the  light  of  his  re- 
conciled countenance  ihine  upon  me,  let  me  be  but  finee 
Bram  the  doubt,  fufpicion,  and  fear,  fuggefted  by  my  fma, 
and  heaven  would  immediately  begin  to  dawn  upon  my 
fiwl! 

As  intimate  Communion  with  God  may  be  faid  to  bring 
d«wn  fomething  of  heaven  to  earth,  fo  it  always  carries 
the  tlefires  of  the  foul  from  earth  to  heaven.  It  is  not  on- 
ly made  up  of  faith  and  contemplation  in  the  pre&nt  ftatey 
but  of  hope,  which  breathes  after  further  difcoveries  in  a 
ftate  of  greater  perfeAion.  It  not  only  increaies  delire, 
bat  helps  our  conceptions.  The  foul,  if  I  may  fpeak  fo, 
climbs  up  to  the  fummit  of  prefent  enjoyments,  that  it 
may  fee  the  farther  into  what  ftill  remains.  It  fays,  as  ic 
were,  if  fuch  the  glory  and  luflre  of  the  outer  court,  what 
muft  be  the  unvsuled  fplendor  of  the  holy  of  holies.  You 
fee  the  apoftle  Paul  maJces  this  ufe  of  comparative  reflexi- 
ons, 1  Cor.  xiii.  9, — 12,  ^*  For  we  know  in  part ;  and 
**  we  pro|diely  in  part ;  but  when  that  which  is  perfe£t  is 
^  come,  then  that  which  is  in  part  fhall  be  done  away. 
^  When  I  was  a  child,  I  fpake  as  a  child,  I  underftood  as 
^  a  child,  I  thought  as  a  child;  but,  when  I  became  a 
"  man,  I  put  away  childiih  things:  for  now  we  fee  through 
**  a  ghis  darkly ;  but  then  face  to  face :  now  I  know  in 
*^  part,  but  then  Ihall  I  know  even  as  alfo  I  am  known,*' 
z  John  iii.  2. — *^  And  it  doth  not  yet  appear  what  we  (hall 
**  be;  but  we  know,  that  when  he  fhall  appear,  we  fhali 
^  be  like  him ;  for  we  fhall  fee  him  as  he  is." 

Alas!  my  brethren,  that  intimate  communion  with 
God  fhould  be  fo  rare,  and  that  fo  few  of  us  fhould  attain 
to  the  difpofition  of  the  Apoftle  of  the  Gentiles,  who  defi- 
led ^^  to  depart  and  to  be  with  Chrift,  which  is  far  better." 
Let  us  be  afhamed  of  it.  Surely  many  of  us  have  tailed 
a  good  deal,  and  fecn  a  good  deal  more  of  the  vanity  of 
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the  world,  which  ought  to  wean  our  affedtons  from  it. 
Happy,  happy  they !  who  can  ule  the  language  of  the 
apoiUe  to  the  Philippians,  PhiK  iii.  2C,  2i.  ^^  For  our 
*'  converfation  is  in  heaven,  from  whence  alfo  we  look  for 
^^  the  Saviour,  the  Lord  Jefus  Chriil ;  who  fliall  change 
^  our  vile  body,  that  it  may  be  fafliioned  like  unto  his 
•*  glorious  body,  according  to  the  working,  whereby  he  is 
^^  able  even  to  fubdue  all  things  unto  himfelf.'-'  And, 
Titus  it.  13.  ^'  Looking  for  that  blefled  hope,  and  the  glo- 
^  nous  appearing  of  the  great  God,  and  our  Saviour^  Je- 
*•  fus  Chrift."  That  there  are  fome  who  have  been  for- 
merly, and  of  late,  fo  happily  vifited  with  the  divine  pre- 
fence,  I  have  little  doubt;  and  to  as  many  as  have  been  f0| 
furely  I  am  warranted  to  fay,  the  Lord  batb  dealt  bounty 
fully  V3itb  you. 

11.  I  come  now  to  the  fecond  thing  propofed,  viz.  to 
explain  the  import  of  the  Pfal mill's  refolution,  or  his  ex^ 
hortation  to  his  own  foul,  which  all  in  the  fame  fituation 
ought  to  imitate.  Return  unto  thy  rest^  0  my  soul.  It 
may,  perhaps,  be  fuppofed  only  to  imply,  that  he  refolves 
to  forget  his  anxiety  and  care,  and  folace  himfelf  in  that 
llate  of  quiet  and  fecurity  to  which  he  was  happily  brought 
by  the  kindnefs  of  Providence ;  but  though,  no  doubt, 
this  may  be  coniidered  as,  in  part,  the  meaning  of  the 
words,  I  cannot  think  it  is  the  whole.  It  would  be  d<nng 
great  injury  to  the  holy  Pfalmift,  to  fuppofe  that  lie  was 
not  carried  upward,  in  his  views,  to  the  Author  of  his  reft, 
or  to  God  himfelf,  as  the  reft  of  his  foul.  The  whole 
Pfalm,  indeed,  breathes  his  piety  and  gratitude  to  God ; 
and  his  defire  of  teftifying  it  by  every  proper  and  accepta- 
ble cxpreffion.  Taking  the  words,  therefore,  in  this 
light,  we  may  fuppofe  them  to  imply  the  following  parti- 
culars : 

I.  Return,  and  give  the  praife  where  it  is  due ;  and 
humbly  acknowledge  God  as  the  author  of  thy  mercies. 
He  had,  as  we  fee  by  the  preceding  verfes,  eameftly  im- 
plored help  from  God  in  his  diftrefs ;  and  now  defires  to 
confefs  that  it  came  from  no  other  quarter.  We  are  ex- 
ceeding ready  to  fail  in  this  particular;   fometimes  we 
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look  upon  the  outward  means  and  vifible  inftmments  of 
our  deliverance,  and  forget  the  Supreme  Difpofer  of  aU 
events,  who  employs  them,  direfls  them,  and  blefles 
them.  Sometimes  we  embrace  the  mercy  itfelf  with  fo 
much  complacency,  that  we  forget  both  our  former  necef- 
fity,  and  the  author  of  our  dcHveraace.  In  oppolition  to 
both  thefe,  it  is  our  indifpcnfable  duty,  to  afcribe  every 
mercy  we  receive,  and  every  deliverance  with  which  we 
are  fevored,  to  God,  as  its  proper  author,  and  to  ofF^^ 
him  the  tribute  of  praife,  and  to  blcfs  his  name  for  ever. 
James  i.  17.  **  Every  good  gift,  and  every  perfcft  gift  is 
"firom  above,  and  cometh  down  from  the  Father  of  lights." 
I  admire  the  manner  of  fpeaking  frequently  found  in  Icrip- 
ture,  where  the  kindnefs  of  men  towards  us  is  im medi- 
ately and  exprefsly  attributed  to  the  agency  of  God,  Gen. 
zxxix.  21.  "But  the  Lord  was  with  Jofeph,  and  fliewed 
"  him  mercy,  and  gave  him  favor  in  the  fight  of  the  keeper 
**  of  the  prifon."  Afts  vii.  9,  10.  "  And  the  patriarchs, 
•*  moved  with  envy,  fold  Jofeph  into  Egypt;  but  Go<l  was 
•*  with  him,  and  delivered  him  out  of  all  his  afflidlidns, 
**  and  gave  him  favor  and  wifdom  in  the  fight  of  Pharaoh, 
**  King  of  Egypt;  and  he  made  him  governor  over  Egypt, 
•*  and  all  his  houfe,'*  Dan.  i.  9.  "  Now  God  had  brought 
*•  Daniel  into  favor  and  tender  love  with  the  Prince  of 
•*  the  eunuchs." 

How  great  a  duty,  and  how  important  a  part  of  religi- 
on»  praife  and  thankfgiving  to  God  are,  may  be  fccn  in 
every  page  of  the  holy  fcripture,  both  in  the  way  of  pre- 
oejAand  example,  Deut.  viii.  10.  "  When  thou  hall  eat- 
•*  en,  and  art  full,  then  thou  (halt  blefs  the  Lord  thy  God, 
•*  for  the  good  land  which  he  hath  given  thee."  Piaun 
cxxxvi.  I,  2,  3.  **  O  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord,  for  he 
"  is  good  ;  for  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever.  Ogive 
•*  thanks  unto  the  God  of  gods;  for  his  mercy  endureth^ 
**  for  ever.  Ogive  thanks  to  the  Lord  of  lords ;  for  his 
"  mercy  endureth  for  ever."  Pfal.  ciii.  i,  2,  3.  **  Blefs 
**  the  Lord,  O  my  foul,  and  all  that  is  within  me,  bltfs 
•*  his  holy  name.  Blefs  the  Lord,  O  my  foul,  and  for- 
"  get  not  all  his  benefits ;  who  forgiveth  all  thine  iniqui- 
**  ties;  who  healeth  all  thy  difeafcs."    Pfalm  cxlv.  i,  2. 

Vol.  n.  q^ 


122  The  Christianas  disposition  under 

<'  I  will  extol  thee,  my  God,  O  king ;  and  I  will  blefs 
"  thy  name  for  ever  and  ever.  Every  day  will  I  Uefs 
**  thee ;  and  I  will  praife  thy  name  for  ever  and  evd".** 
And  that  this  duty  ought  particularly  to  be  difcharged  by 
thofe  who  have  been  highly  favored  of  God  in  any  refpeO, 
is  very  plain.  Though  the  glory  of  God  is  the  fubjeft  rf 
habitual  adoration,  and  the  conftant  courfe  of  his  bounty, 
the  fubjeft  of  habitual  gratitude,  yet  new  and  fpecial  mer- 
cies, give,  as  it  were,  a  new  fpring,  and  add  |lrength  and 
vigor  to  the  foul  in  this  exercife.  Our  praifes  ought  to 
be  particular,  as  well  as  general ;  and  thofe  who  obfentt 
and  record  the  fpecial  inftances  of  divine  mercy  towand 
them,  will  find  a  fulnefs  of  heart  in  this  dutyy  to  whidi 
they  are  i^erfeft  (Irangers,  who  fatisfy  themfelves  with  a 
general  and  indifcriminate  acknowledgment  of  the  divine 
bounty.  Many  of  the  Pfalms  of  David  are  monuroenis 
of  his  gratitude,  for  particular  interpofitions  of  Providence 
in  his  behalf,  and  bear  particular  marks  of  reference  to  the 
time  and  circumftances  of  his  diftrefs. 

I  only  add,  upon  this  fubjefl,  that  the  Pfalmift  mi^t 
well  fay,  in  this  fenfe,  Return  unto  tby  resty  0  my  soul: 
for  a  tender  and  affeftionate  acknowledgment  of  the  mer- 
cies  of  God,  not  only  makes  us  find  our  reft  in  him,  but 
makes  his  mercies  reft  with  us;  it  increafes  the  fweetnefs 
of  every  comfort ; — it  purifies  its  nature ; — it  prolongs  its 
duration. — It  increafes  the  fweetnefs  of  it :  for  this  I  afi- 
peal  to  the  experience  of  every  child  of  God.  Do  you 
evertafte  fo  much  real  delight  in  any  mercy,  as  when  you 
pour  out  your  heart  to  God  in  gratitude  for  befiowing  it ;  • 
even  in  ^ifts  from  men  we  are  fometimes  fenfible  of  a 
higher  value  in  them,  on  account  of  the  perfon  who  gave 
them,  than  any  worth  they  have  in  themfelves.  This 
holds,  in  the  ftrongeft  manner,  with  regard  to  God ;  the 
more  we  return  our  mercies  in  praife  to  the  giver,  the 
more  we  pofiefs  them,  and  the  greater  richnefs  We  difco- 
Tcr  in  them. — It  alfo  purifies  their  nature.  Many  inftan- 
;ces  of  divine  goodnefs  regard  our  ftate  and  circumftanccs 
in  the  prefent  life ;  they  are  the  objefts  of  fenfible  gratis 
fication,  as  well  as  religious  gratitude.  Now,  when  we 
obferve  and  celebrate  the  kindnefs  of  him  that  bcftows 
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them,  they  not  only  ftrengthen  the  body,  but  fanftify  the 
foul.  Is  it  not  fomething  more  than  barely  outward  pro- 
vilion,  when  we  fay  with  the  Pfalmift,  Pfalm  xxiii.  5, 
?  Thou  prepareft  a  table  before  me,  in  the  prefcnce  of 
^  mine  enemies;  thou  anointeft  my  head  with  oil  ;  my 
"  cup  runneth  over?" — Again,  it  prolongs  the  duration 
of  our  mercies.  One  of  the  confequences  of  the  weaknefs 
ifld  iniperfe£tion  of  the  prefent  ftate,  is,  that  we  are  ready 
icon  to  fot^t  our  mercies,  and  to  lofe  the  relifh  of  them. 
In  how  many  inftances  do  we  find,  that  what  gave  us  great 
•nd  fenfible  pleafure  at  firft,  becomes,  in  time,  habitual, 
and,  at  laft,  indifferent  to  us  ?  Now,  praifing,  and  confeff- 
log  the  goodnefs  of  God  in  them,  ferves  to  write  them  up- 
on our  hearts ;  to  continue  the  fweetnefs  of  common  mer- 
cies ;  and  keep  up  the  memory  of  fjgnal  mercies,  or  thofe 
of  an  extraordinary  kind.  Health,  flrength,  provifion, 
and  comfort,  when  they  are  not  interrupted,  are  apt  to  be 
quite  overlooked ;  but  the  daily  acknowledgment  of  di- 
vine goodnefs,  gives  us  not  only  the  poflefrion,  but  the  ufe 
cithern.  Signal  mercies,  in  time,  flip  out  of  the  memo- 
ry, but  the  more  we  have  acknowledged  them,  they  will 
be  the  more  eafily  recalled  to  remembrance.  I  have 
known  inftances  of  pious  perfons  appointing  fixed  days  of 
Aankfgiving  for  extraordinary  deliverances,  which  ferved 
to  renew  their  fenfe  of  them,  and  gave  them  fome  degree, 
at  leaft,  of  the  fame  joy  and  gratitude  which  they  felt  when 
the  event  happened.  Some  alfo,  by  keeping  a  record  in 
writing  of  the  paths  of  divine  providence  toward  them, 
are  able  to  read  them  over  at  proper  times  in  their  order, 
to  compare  them  together,  and  thus,  as  it  were,  to  have 
a  rich  feaft  upon  a  whole  life  of  mercies,  the  remembrance 
of  many  of  which  would  otherwife  have  been  effaced  by 
time. 

2.  This  expreflion  may  imply  returning  to  God,  and 
delighting  in  him  as  our  reconciled  God,  and  fupreme 
portion  and  happinefs.  This  is  indeed  the  reft  of  the  gra- 
cious foul,  which  gives  him  more  joy  than  all  outward 
polleffions  taken  together.  His  outward  pofleflions  have 
no  value,  but  as  they  flow  from  it,  and  lead  back  to  it. 
He  fays  with  the  Pfalmift,  Plal.  iv.  6,  7,  8,  "  There  be 
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"  many  that  fay,  WTia  will  fhow  us  any  good  ?  Lord, 
**  lift  thou  up  the  light  of  thy  countenance  upon  us.  Thou 
*''haft  put  gladnefs  in  my  heart,  more  than  in  the  time 
•*  that  their  com  and  their  wine  increafed.  I  will  both 
^*  lay  me  down  in  peace  and  fleep :  for  thou  Lord  only 
"  makeft  me  dwell  in  fafety.  Pfal.  Ixxiii.  23,  25.  Never- 
^^  thelefs  I  am  continually  with  thee  :  thou  hail  holden  me 
♦*  by  my  right  hand.  Thou  (halt  guide  me  with  thy  couiu 
"  fel,  and  afterward  receive  me  to  glory.  Whom  have  I 
"  in  heaven  but  thee  ?  and  there  is  none  upon  earth  that 
**  1  defire  befides  thee.'*  Now,  my  brethren,  this  reft  is 
frequently  difturbed,  and  meets  with  interruption  in  the 
prefent  life.  Sin  is  the  chief  caufe  of  inteiTuption ;  it 
rdifes  an  interpoHng  cloud,  and  feparates  between  God 
and  us.  But  it  is  alfo  fometimes  interrupted  by  affli£lion« 
and  diftrefles  of  various  kinds.  Thefe  two  caufes  have  a 
mutual  relation,  and  a  mutual  influence  one  upon  another. 
Afflidlions  bring  fin  to  remembrance,  and  fin  fqueezestbe 
bittered  ingredients  into  the  cup  of  afili£lion  ;  fo  that  it 
fometimes  becomes  a  cup  of  trembling.  The  believer  is 
often  ready  to  miftake  the  rod  of  fatherly  correction  for  the 
exterminating  llroke  of  avenging  juilice :  hence  the  bitter 
and  heart  melting  complaints  of  many  of  the  children  of 
God.  Job  vi.  4.  **  For  the  arrows  of  the  Almighty  are 
"  within  me,  the  poifon  whereof  drinketh  up  my  fpirit, 
"  the  terrors  of  God  do  fct  themfelves  in  array  againft  me.** 
Pfal.  xlii.  6,  7.  "  O  my  God,  my  foul  is  caft  down  with- 
**  in  me:  therefore  will  I  remember  thee  from  the  land  of 
*'  Jordan,  and  of  the  Hermonites,  from  the  hill  Mizar. 
"  l>ep  calleth  unto  deep  at  the  noife  of  thy  water-fpouts : 
"  all  thy  waves  and  thy  billows  are  gone  over  me.**  Lam. 
iii.  I, — 4-  "  I  am  the  man  that  hath  feen  affiiftion  by  the 
*'  rod  of  his  wrath.  He  hath  led  me  and  brought  me  in- 
*'  to  darknefs,  but  not  into  light.  Surely  againft  me  is  he 
*'  turned,  he  turneth  his  hand  againft  me  all  the  day.  My 
"  flefh  and  my  ikin  hath  he  made  old,  he  hath  broken  my 
*'  bones." 

While  this  continues,  the  believer  is  excluded  from  his 
reft  ;  and  indeed  the  more  peace  he  can  take  in  any  thing, 
while  at  a  diftancc  from  God,  fo  much  the  worfe  fign  it 
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is  of  his  character ;  fo  much  the  more  fearful  fjrmptom  of 
his  ftate.  But  when  the  Lord  hath  loofened  bis  bonds, 
lifted  up  his  countenance  upon  him,  and  given  him  peace, 
is  it  not  proper  and  natural  for  him  to  fay,  Return  tmio 
tby  rest^  0  my  souly  for  the  Lord  hath  dealt  boumifitUy 
vjitb  thee.  When  he  hath  feen  the  marks  of  diftinguifb- 
ing  love  in  his  mercies ;  when  he  hath  tailed  confolation 
under  fuffering,  or  communion  with  God,  in  public  or  in 
fecret,  will  not  this  difpofe  him  to  reft  in  God,  to  improve 
the  happy  feafon,  and  defire  its  continuance  ?  All  things 
eUe  are  vains  and  have  proved  their  vanity,  but  complete 
iatisfa£tion  is  here. 

I  have  no  doubt,  my  brethren,  that  this  is,  if  not  the 
only,  yet  one  of  the  chief  fenfes,  in  which  we  ought  to  un- 
derftand  thefe  words.  Reft,  you  know,  fuppofes  labor, 
and  even  wearinefs  before.  Reft  alfo  feems  to  imply  that 
which  is  the  end  of  labor,  or  the  defire  of  the  weary.  It 
alio  Cgnifies  that  which  is  to  continue,  or  that  we  wifh  to 
continue  without  further  change.  In  this  fenfe  it  is  ufed, 
Pfal.  czxicii.  8,  and  14,  "  Arife,  O  Lord,  into  thy  reft, 
♦'  thou  and  the  ark  of  thy  ftrpngth.  This  is  my  reft  for 
•*  ever;  here  will  I  dwell;  fori  have  defired  it:"  which 
refers  to  the  ark  of  the  teftimony  taking  a  fixed  abode,  and 
being  no  more  carried  about  from  place  to  place.  The 
fame  fenfe  is  conveyed  to  us  by  Heb.  iv.  9,  "  There  re- 
"  maineth  therefore  a  reft  to  the  people  of  God."  When, 
therefore,  the  Pfalmift  fays,  Return  unto  thy  rest^  O  my 
soul^  it  means  that  God,  and  his  favor,  was  his  fupreme 
and  ultimate  defire,  the  very  centre  of  his  hope.  Is  it 
not  fo  with  every  real  fervant  of  God  ?  All  true  religion 
l)oints  to,  and  ends  in  this.  All  religion,  without  this,  is 
an  empty  form.  And  when  we  return  to  this,  after  any 
interruption,  is  it  not  like  the  diftrefled  mariner,  after 
having  been  driven  about  in  a  tempeftuous  ocean,  and 
threatened  every  moment  with  deftruftion  by  the  rifing 
billows,  at  laft  obtaining  fight,  and  entering  with  heart- 
felt joy  into  a  haven  of  fecurity  and  peace  ? 

3.  In  the  laft  place,  this  expreflion  implies  a  confidence 
and  reliance  on  God  for  prote£lion  and  fecurity  againft 
future  dangers.    This  feems  necelFary  to  the  complete- 
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ncfs  and  perfcfition  of  any  deliverance.  The  danger  may 
be  warded  off  for  a  feafon  ;  if  there  is  ground  to  fear  its 
immediate  or  fpeedy  return,  the  (late  is  very  precarious, 
and  the  comfort  very  impeirfe£t ;  but  thofe  who  arc  deli- 
vered from  fear  of  evil,  and  think  they  can  depend  upon 
their  defence  and  guard,  have  received  a  deliverance  in- 
deed. 

Now,  this  is  the  view  which  a  believer  is  particularly 
led  to  take  of  God,  as  his  fure  and  altfufficient  help.  He 
confiders  the  greatnefs  of  his  power,  the  operation  of  his 
providence,  and  the  faithfiilnefs  of  his  promife.  How  of- 
ten does  the  Pfalmift  exprefs,  in  the  moft  triumphant 
manner,  his dependance  upon  God?  Pfal,  xviii.  i,  at,  3. 
•*  I  will  love  thee,  O  Lord,  my  ftrength.  The  Lord  is 
**  my  rock,  and  my  fortrefs,  and  my  deliverer ;  my  God, 
<*  my  ftrength,  in  whom  I  will  truft ;  my  buckler,  and  the 
<<  horn  of  my  falvation,  and  my  high  tower.  I  will  call 
«<  upon  the  Lord,  who  is  worthy  to  be  praifed ;  fo  fliall  I 
«  be  favcd  from  mine  enemies.'*  Pfal.  Ixii.  5,  6,  7.  "  My 
**  foul,  wait  thou  only  upon  God ;  for  my  expeftation  is 
**  from  him.  He  only  is  my  rock  and  my  falvation ;  he 
**  is  my  defence  ;  I  fhall  not  be  moved.  In  God  is  my 
**  falvation  and  my  glory  ;  the  rock  of  my  ftrength,  and 
'*  my  refuge  is  in  God."  PfaL  cxlvi.  5,6.  "  Happy  is  he 
**  that  hath  the  God  of  Jacob  for  his  help,  whofe  hope  is 
**  in  the  Lord  his  God;  which  made  heaven  and  earth; 
^  the  fea,  and  all  that  therein  is,  which  keepeth  truth  for 
"  ever." 

My  brethren,  this  truft  and  dependance  on  God  is  a 
very  confiderable  part  of  the  reft  and  comfort  of  the  be- 
liever*s  foul.  He  is,  on  all  hands,  furrounded  with  ene- 
mies, liable  to  fuffering,  expofed  to  temptations.  The 
more  he  knoweth  of  himfelf,  the  more  he  feels  his  own  in- 
herent weaknefs  and  infufficiency.  But,  in  God,  he  fees 
full  and  adequate  provifion  for  all  his  wants,  Plalm  xxxiv. 
21.  "  The  Lord  redeemeth  the  foul  of  his  fervants;  and 
"  none  of  them  that  truft  in  him  fliall  be  defolate.", 

This  truft  is  alfo,  in  a  particular  manner,  generated,  by 
remembring  the  paft  goodnefs,  or  by  a  fenfe  of  the  recent 
mercy  of  God.    We  have  daily  experience  of  our  own 
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weaknefs  and  unfteadinefs  in  this  refpedt.  When  our 
hopes  are  in  any  meafure  difappointed ;  when  calamities 
threaten ;  when  afflidions  vifit  us,  we  are  ready  to  yield 
to  the  dark  fuggeftions  of  fear  and  defpondence  ;  but 
when  we  contemplate  the  great  goodnefs  of  God  on  for. 
mer  occaiions,  or  when  we  ha^e  met  with  any  fingular 
manifefiation  of  his  grace  and  favor,  it  ferves  to  flrength* 
en  our  confidence,  and  often,  indeed,  to  cover  us  with 
ihanie  for  our  unbelief  and  didruft.  On  the  whole,  then, 
a  Miever  who  imitates  the  Pfalmift  in  this  expreifion, 
Return  unto  tby  rest^  0  my  saul^  may  be  fuppofed  to  fay, 
"  Thou  haft  tatted,  O  my  foul,  of  the  loving  kindnefs  of 
^*  God !  he  hath  brought  thee  out  of  deep  waters ;  he  bath 
*^  calmed  thy  fears ;  he  hath  fet  thy  feet  upon  a  rock ;  he 
^  hath  eftabliihed  thy  goings ;  Blufli,  blulh !  when  thoi^ 
^  confidereft  how  eafily  thy  confidence  was  fiiaken ;  how 
"  prone  thou  waft  to  fmk  under  affli£lion;  and,  upon  every 
^  new  trial,  to  doubt  his  power,  and  diflruft  his  promife. 
"  But,  now,  return  unto  thy  reft  ;  lay  afide  tby  fears,- 
*^  which  have  fo  unhappy  an  influence  both  on  thy  pro- 
'*  grefs  and  comfort.  Commit  thy  ways  to  him,  and  he 
**  will  bring  thy  defires  to  pafs.'* 

I  come  now,  in  the  laft  place,  to  make  feme  pradical 
improvement  of  what  hath  been  faid :  And,  ift,  From 
what  hath  been  faid,  you  may  obferve  one  great  bnmch  of 
die  finfulnefs  of  the  world  in  general ;  forgetfulnefs  of 
God ;  and  unthankfulnefs  for  his  mercies.  How  little 
lenfe  of  the  divine  goodnefs  is  in  the  hearts  of  men  ?  how 
fisrmal,  cold,  and  frozen  their  language  in  praife  ?  how 
languid  their  endeavors  to  ferve  him,  from  whofe  indul- 
gent hand  every  blefllng  they  enjoy  flows  ?  One  would 
diink  that  here  might  be  fome  hold  even  of  worldly  men, 
who  have  not  wholly  extinguiihed  the  light  of  natural 
confcience.  The  greateft  part  of  this  difcourfe  has  been 
dire£bed  to  thofe  of  another  cbarafler.  Suffer  me,  now, 
to  fpeak  a  little  immediately  to  them.  You  are  not  infenfi- 
ble  to  worldly  comforts ;  on  the  contrary,  you  love  them 
too  ardently ;  you  feek  them  too  eagerly  ;  you  indulge 
them  too  liberally.    Ck)nfider,  I  befeech  you^  who  it  is  that 
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befiowed  them ;  who  it  is,  that,  when  he  pleaieth,  can 
blaft  them  to  you,  or  withdraw  them  from  you.  O  the 
Uindnefs  and  infatuation  of  mortal  men  !  How  paffing 
and  tranfitory  are  all  created  comforts  !  How  certain  and 
fpeedy  the  approach  of  death  and  judgment !  Think  what 
return  you  have  made  for  all  the  goodnefs  of  God  toward 
yoa  from  the  womb  even  till  now.  And  let  me  beg  eveiy 
hearer  to  recolle£t  how  far  he  ftands  indebted  to  God  for 
continued  health,  for  plentiful  provifion,  for  remarkable 
deliverances,  for  early  inftruftion,  for  providential  warn- 
ings* And  if  God,  by  his  Spirit,  has  raifed  convictions 
in  your  minds,  or  earneftly  pleaded  with  you  in  his  gofpel^ 
in  what  a  terrifying  light  will  all  this  defpifed  goodnefs 
appear,  when  you  come  to  the  brink  of  that  gulf  which  fe. 
paratesyou  from  an  eternal  world,  but,  above  all,  wlien 
you  appear  before  God  in  an  unembodied  flate  ?  It  is  my 
duty  to  fet  this  before  you  with  plainnefs  and  fidelity ;  it 
is  your  prefent  privilege,  that  you  hear  the  things  that  bel 
long  to  your  everlafting  peace.  May  God  himfelf  writ* 
them  upon  your  hearts,  and  conftrain  you  to  flee,  by  faith, 
to  the  blood  of  fprinkling,  which  fpeaketh  better  things 
than  the  blood  of  Abel. 

2dly.  Let  me  alfo  befeech  every  ferious  pcrfon,  who 
now  hears  me,  to  confider  how  far  he  hath  finned  againft 
God  and  his  own  comfort,  by  forgetting  the  goodnefs  of 
God,  both  in  common  and  fpecial  mercies.  It  is  fur- 
prifing  to  think  how  little  we  make  confcience  of  this  du*. 
ty,  and  even  when  it  is  remembered  in  fome  meafure,  in 
what  a  lifelefs,  heartlefs  manner  it  is  performed.  How 
little  proportion  is  there  between  the  prayers  of  diftrefs, 
and  the  fongs  of  deliverance  ?  how  little  fenfe  upon  our 
minds  of  the  many  gracious  interpofitions  of  divine  Provi. 
dence  in  our  favor  ?  If  he  hath  invited  us  to  communiott 
with  himfelf;  if  he  hath  brought  us  into  the  fecret  cham- 
bers,  and  made  his  banner  over  us  to  be  love,  how  foon  is 
it  forgotten  ?  how  little  defire  of  its  continuance  ?  what 
faint  endeavors  to  recover  it  ?  how  little  concern  to  im- 
prove it  ?  Strange,  indeed,  that  fome,  after  tading  of  the 
heavenly  manna,  ftiould  feel  fo  unfeemly  a  longing  after 
the  flelh-pots- of  Egypt. 
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But  do  you  not  fin  as  much  againft  intereft  and  com^ 
fort,  as  your  duty  ?  To  forget  a  mercy,  is  to  lofe  it ;  to 
give  thanks  for  it,  is  to  prefenre  and  increafe  it.  It  is  a 
very  common  mifiake  for  ferious  perfons  to  fit  brooding 
over  their  forrows,  and,  by  that  means,  at  once,  to  in- 
creafe  their  fufierings,  and  to  prevent  their  deliverance. 
I  do  not  know  a  more  ufeful  dire£tion  to  melancholy  or 
dejefted  Chrifiians,  than  by  a  deliberate  efifort  of  mind, 
from  a  fenfe  of  duty,  to  recoUeft,  and  give  praife  to  God 
for  the  many  mercies  which  he  hath  bellowed  on  them« 
This  may  be  a  happy  mean  of  filencing  their  complaints^ 
of  turning  the  tide  of  their  affeCtions,  and  giving  them 
"  beauty  for  afhes,  the  oil  of  Joy  for  mourning,  and  the 
"  garment  of  praife  for  the  Ipirit  of  heavinefs."  Is  not 
thinkfiilnefs  the  improvement  of  mercies  ?  and  hath  not 
God  faid,  to  him  that  **  hath  fhall  be  given,  and  he  ihall 
**  have  more  abundantly ;  and  from  him  that  hath  not 
^*  (hall  be  taken  away  even  that  which  he  feemeth  to 
**  have." 

3dly,  I  fhall  conclude,  with  offering  the  three  following 
diieAions  to  thofe  who  are  truly  fenfible  of  the  goodnefs 
of  God. 

1.  Be  circumfpeft  and  watchful;  though  a  thankful 
frame  of  fpirit  is  of  great  advantage,  both  for  your  fanfti- 
fication  and  peace,  yet  it  is  not  out  of  the  reach  of  tempta- 
tion ;  let  it  not  produce  pride,  fecurity  or  felf.fufliciency. 
It  is  an  excellent  direfilion  given  by  the  Pfalmift  to  men 
inhighftation  and  profperity,  Pfalm  ii.  11,  "Serve  the 
**  Ijtmi  with  fear,  and  rejoice  with  trembling,"  Take 
heed  alfo,  left  it  degenerate  into  carnal  and  fenfual  joy, 
making  you  reft  with  complacency  in  the  creature,  inftead 
of  being  led  by  it  to  place  your  delight  and  happineis  in 
the  unchangeable  Creator* 

2.  Be  public-fpirited  and  ufeful ;  if  the  Lord  hath 
dealt  bountifully  with  you,  commend  his  fervice,  and 
fpeak  to  his  praife.  This  was  often  the  refolution  and 
practice  of  the  Pfalmift  David,  Pfalm  Ixvi.  16.  "  Come 
^  and  hear,  all  ye  that  fear  God,  and  I  will  declare  what 
**  he  hath  done  for  my  foul."  Pfal.  cxlv,  5,  6, 7.  "  I  wil) 
"  fpeak  of.  the  glorious  honor  of  thy  majefty,  und  of  thy 

Vol.  IL  R 


130  The  Christianas  disposition  under 

**  wondrous  works ;  and  men  fliall  fpcak  of  the  might  of 
"  thy  terrible  afts;  and  I  will  declare  thy  greatnefs.  Thcjr 
"  fliall  abundantly  utter  the  memory  of  thy  great  goodnefii, 
**  and  ftiall  fing  of  thy  rightcoufnefs.'*  Let  me  recommend 
this  particularly  to  Chriflians  of  age  and  experience.  It 
gives  religion  a  very  difcouraging  afpeft  to  younger  per- 
fons,  when  fuch  have  nothing  to  utter  but  complaints* 
On  the  contrary,  where  can  we  behold  a  more  edifying 
fight,  than  an  aged  perfon  ready  to  bear  teftimony  to  the 
peace  and  comfort  of  true  religion,  dying  by  neceffity  to 
ihc  pleafures  and  gaities  of  time,  but  living  above  them  on 
the  eameft  of  his  future  inheritance ;  and,  inflead  of  a 
fretful  fpirit  arifing  from  the  frailties  of  a  tottering  frame, 
preferving  a  chearfulnefs  and  fercnity  of  mind,  in  the 
hope  of  a  bleffed  refurrcdlion. — I  imagine  I  hear  fome  fay, 
nothing  is  more  true;  but,  alas !  I  am  not  the  perfon  :  I 
fee  nothing  in  me,  but  caufes  of  complaint,  or  grounds 
of  fear.  I  believe  it  is  fo  with  all ;  but  you  have  miftaken, 
or  perverted  the  meaning  of  the  exhortation.  \  did  not 
advife  you  to  boall  ofyourfelf,  but  to  fpeak  to  the  praife 
of  God.  I  believe  it  is  good,  in  moft  cafes,  to  refill  def- 
ponding  fears,  as  fo  many  temptations,  and  fend  them 
away,  as  hinderers  of  your  duty,  without  a  reply.  Or, 
may  I  not  juflly  fay,  admitting  the  truth  of  all  that  you 
can  advance  againft  yourfelves,  is  it  not  but  fo  much  the 
more  reafonable,  that  you  Ihould  fay  with  Jacob,  Gen. 
xxxii.  10,  "  I  am  not  worthy  of  the  leaft  of  all  the  mer* 
"  cies,  and  of  all  the  truth,  that  thou  haft  fliewed  unto 
"  thy  fervant." 

3.  Be  frequent  and  diligent  in  fecret  prayer.  This  is 
the  way  to  preferve  your  watchfulnefs,  and  to  increafe 
your  ufefulnefs.  Tlie  more  you  converfe  with  God  in  fe- 
cret, you  will  fpeak  with  the  more  judgment  and  profit  to 
men  in  public.  This  is  the  way  to  difpofe  of  your  com- 
plaints.  What  fignifies  repeating  them  to  men,  who  may 
dcfpife  you,  and,  at  bell,  can  only  pity  you,  when  you 
may  carry  them  to  God,  who  can  effeftually  help  you  I 
Speak  as  much  ill  of  yourfelves  to  him  as  you  pleale  ;  but 
be  fo  jull  as  to  fj^ak  honorably  of  him,  and  his  fervice, 
to  others  who  converfe  with  you.— Now,  may  the  Lord 
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fupply  all  your  wants,  from  his  riches  in  glory,  by  Chrifl: 
Jefus.  May  he  give  you  the  fanftified  ufe  of  every  flep 
of  his  providence,  whether  of  mercy  or  of  trial.  **  May 
"  the  God  of  peace,  Heb.  xiii.  20,  21,  that  brought  again 
"  from  the  dead  our  Lord  Jcfus,  that  great  Shepherd  of  the 
"  Iheep,  through  the  blood  of  the  everlafting  covenant, 
**  make  you  perfect  in  every  good  work,  to  do  his  will, 
"  woiking  in  you  that  which  is  well-pleafmg  in  his  fight, 
"  dirott^  Jefgs  Chrift ;  to  whom  be  glory  for  ever  and 
•'  ever.     Amen." 
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SERMON  22. 


JOB  zlii.  5,6. 

J  have  heard  of  thee  by  the  hearing  of  the  ear;  but  now  mine 
eye  eeeth  thee.  Wherefore  /  abhor  myself  ancf  repent  in 
met  and  ashes^ 


MY  brethren,  We  can  have  no  experimental  know- 
ledge ;  and,  indeed,  we  have  not  much  diflinfl 
knowledge  at  all  of  the  nature  of  religion,  as  it  takes 
place  among  angels,  and  other  intelligent  beings,  who 
have  kept  their  firft  eftate,  and  never  were  polluted  by 
fin-  From  fome  things,  however,  recorded  in  fcripture, 
we  have  reafon  to  believe  that  they  appear  before  God 
with  the  greateft  lowlinefs  and  felf  abafement,  that  they 
are  at  all  times  deeply  penetrated  with  a  fenfe  of  the  infi- 
nite difproportion  between  themfelves,  as  derived,  depen^ 
dant,  limited,  imperfect  beings,  and  the  eternal,  immu- 
taUe,  omnipotent  Jehovah.  Thus  in  the  vifion  of  Ifaiah, 
in  the  fixth  chapter  of  that  book,  vcrfe  i,  2,  3,  **  In  the 
**  year  that  King  Uzziah  died,  I  faw  the  Lord  fitting  upon 
♦*  a  throne,  high  and  lifted  up,  and  his  train  filled  the 
"  temple.  Above  it  flood  the  feraphims ;  each  one  had 
*«  fix  wings ;  with  twain  he  covered  his  fece,  and  with 
"  twain  he  covered  his  feet,  and  with  twain  he  did  fly. 
**  And  one  cried  unto  another,  and  faid,  Holy,  holy,  holy, 
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*'  is  the  Lord  of  Hofls,  the  whole  earth  is  full  of  his  gla- 
"  ry.*'  But  if  this  is  the  cafe  with  thefc  exalted  and  hap«* 
py  fpirits,  how  much  more  muft  a  deep  humiliation  of 
mitid  be  neceffary  to  us,  who,  by  fin,  have  rendered  our- 
felves  the  juft  objefts  of  divine  wrath,  and  whofe  hope  of 
falvation  is  founded  only  on  the  riches  of  divine  grace  ? 
We  ought  never  to  forget,  that  every  inftance  of  die  fa- 
vor of  God  to  man,  is  not  to  be  confidered  as  the  exercife 
of  goodnefs  to  the  worthy,  nay,  not  merely  as  bounty 
to  the  needy,  or  help  to  the  miferable,  but  mercy  to  the 
guilty. 

For  this  reafon,  as  repentance  is  neceflary  to  every  (in- 
ner, in  order  to  his  reconciliation  with  God,  fo  tbofe 
Chriflians  preferve  the  jufteft  views  of  their  prefent  ftate 
and  charadter,  as  well  as  the  foundation  of  their  hope,  who 
frequently  renew  this  falutary  exercife.  I  cannot  help 
faying  further,  that  thofe  make  the  wifeft  provifion  for  the 
prefervation  of  their  inward  peace,  who  frequently  water 
that  tender  plant  with  the  tears  of  penitential  forrow. 
To  affill  you  in  this  exercife,  and  to  point  out  the  proper 
grounds  of  it,  I  have  chofen  to  infift  a  little  on  thefe  words» 
in  which  you  fee  the  effe£l  which  a  difcovery  of  the  glocy 
and  majefty  of  God  had  upon  his  fervant  Job :  /  Jbave 
beard  of  thee  by  the  bearing  of  the  ear  ;  but  now  mine 
eye  seeth  thee.  Wherefore  1  abhor  myself  and  repent  in 
dust  and  ashes.  • 

It  is  not  neceflary  to  my  prefent  purpofe,  to  enter  far 
into  the  difpute  between  Job  and  his  friends,  although,  no 
doubt,  the  words  of  the  text  have  an  evident  relation  to  it. 
The  controverfy  feems  plainly  to  have  turned  upon  this 
point.  His  friends  finding  him  in  deep  didrefs,  midec 
the  moil  complicated  affliftion,  would  needs  have  it,  that 
no  good  man  could  be  fo  frowned  upon  by  a  righteous 
God ;  and  therefore,  that  his  former  profeflion  muft  have 
been  hypocritical  and  falfe.  This  is  evident  from  the 
manner  in  which  Eliphaz  opens  the  charge  againft  him, 
chap.  iv.  6,  7,  8, 9.  ''  Is  not  this  thy  fear,  thy  confidence, 
"  thy  hope,  and  the  uprightnefs  of  thy  ways  ?  Remember^ 
"  I  pray  thee,  who  ever  perifhed,  being  innocent  ?  or 
\\  where  were  the  righteous  cut  oil?  Even  as  I  have  feeni 


bumbling  to  the  Soul.  135 

•*  they  that  plow  iniquity,  and  fow  wickednefs,  reap  the 
*•  fame.  By  the  blaft  of  G^od  they  perifh,  and  by  the 
**  breath  of  his  noftrils  are  they  confumed."  In  oppofi- 
tion  to  this,  Job  afferts  and  maintains  his  integrity  in  ge- 
neral, and  withal,  affirms  their  opinion  to  be  falie,  for 
that  God,  in  his  juft  and  fovereign  providence,  brings  af- 
flicUon  both  on  the  righteous  and  the  wicked.  That  this 
is  the  propofttion  which  he  all  along  endeavors  to  fupport, 
is  plain,  as  from  many  other  paffages,  fo  particularly  from 
chap.  ix.  22.  "  This  is  one  thing,  therefore  I  laid  it,  he 
"  deftroyeth  the  perfect,  and  the  wickwl." 

Thus  flood  the  matter,  in  difpute,  between  Job  and  his 
friends,  in  which,  though  that  good  man  had  fupported 
the  truth,  on  the  fubje£l  of  divine  Providence ;  yet,  in  the 
beat  of  the  debate,  and  the  anguiih  of  his  own  fufTtrings, 
he  had  let  fell  fome  expreffions,  not  only  of  impatience, 
but  of  difrefpeft  to  the  conduft  of  the  Lord  his  Maker. 
For  thefe  he  was  firft  reproved  by  Elihu,  and  afterwards, 
with  unfpeakable  force  and  majelly,  by  Go(t.himfelf,  who 
aflerts  the  fovereignty  of  bis  power,  and  the  righteoufnefs 
of  his  providence.  On  this  difcovery  of  the  glory  of  di- 
vine perfection,  the  fufferer  was  deeply  humbled,  and  ex- 
prefles  a  fenfe  of  his  own  vilenefs  and  folly,  in  the  4th 
and  5th  verfes  of  the  fortieth  chapter  :  ''  Behold,  I  am 
**  vile,  what  Ihall  I  anfwer  thee  ?  1  will  lay  mine  hand 
"  upon  my  moiith.  Once  have  I  fpoken,  but  I  will  not 
"  anfwer ;  yea,  twice,  but  I  will  proceed  no  further." 
And,  again,  in  the  beginning  of  the  forty-fecond  chapter, 
concluding  with  the  words  of  the  text. 

It  is  not  improbable,  from  the  beginning  of  the  thirty- 
eighth  chapter,  that  it  pleafcd  God  to  give  Job  fome  vifible 
reprefentation  of  his  glory  and  omnipotence.  This  was 
not  unufual,  in  ancient  times,  before  the  canon  of  tlie 
Icripture  was  clofed.  But,  no  doubt,  the  difcovery  which 
chiefly  afFe£led  him  was  inward  and  fpiritual,  carrying 
home,  with  irrefiftible  force,  the  great  truths  which  we  ftill 
find  recorded  in  a  manner  inimitably  noble  and  fublime, 
I  bcFce  beard  of  thee^  fays  he,  by  the  hearing  of  the  ear  ; 
but  now  mine  eye  seetb  thee.  This  implies,  that,  as  feeing 
gives  a  more  dillincl,  full,  and  fatisfying  knowledge  of 
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any  thing,  than  hearing  of  it  only  by  the  report  6f  otbens, 
the  impreflions  which  he  then  had  of  the  majefty  and  glorjr 
of  Grod,  were  far  ftronger  than  any  he  had  ever  felt  befcve. 
'-^Tberefore^  fays  be,  I  abbor  myself.  It  filled  him  with 
felf-Iothing  and  abhorrence. — And  I  repent  in  dusi  and 
tisbes.  This  is  either,  in  general,  a  flrong  expreflion  of 
deep  penitence  and  forrow,  of  which  duft  and  aihesrwen 
anciently  the  figns ;  or,  perhaps,  it  has  a  particular  refers 
ence  to  his  prefent  miferable  and  afflided  ftate,  defcribed 
in  chapter  ii.  8.  ^^  And  he  took  him  a  potfherd  to  fcrape 
^*  himfetf  withal ;  and  he  fat  down  among  the  alhes.'*  As 
if  he  had  faid.  Lord,  I  am  deeply  fenfible  of  the  evil  of 
every  ralh  word,  of  every  rebellious  thought.  I  confefs, 
that  thou  haft  affli£ted  me  in  truth  and  faithfulnefs ;  and 
that,  in  this  low  and  defolate  condition,  it  becomes  me  to 
lay  my  hand  upon  my  mouth,  and  to  repent  of  that  guilt 
which  would  have  fiilly  juftified  thy  providence  in  a  ftill 
heavier  ftroke. 

The  words  thus  explained,  prefent  to  us  this  general 
and  moft  important  truth,  that  a  difcovery  of  the  perfec* 
tion,  glory,  and  majefty  of  God,  has  a  powerful  influence 
in  leading  us  to  repentance ;  and  that  the  clearer  this  dif- 
covery si,  the  more  fmcere  will  be  our  repentance,  and  the 
deeper  our  humiliation.  In  difcourfing  further  on  this 
fubjeft,  at  prefent,  I  propofe,  only,  through  Divine  aflift- 
ance, 

I.  To  make  fome  obfervations,  at  once  to  illuftrate  find 
confirm  the  propofition  above  laid  down,  as  to  the  effeft 
of  a  difcovery  of  the  glory  of  God.     And,  in  the 

II.  And  laft  place,  to  make  fome  praflical  improve^ 
ment  of  what  fhall  be  faid. 

I.  Then,  I  am  to  make  fome  obfervations,  at  once  to 
explain  and  confirm  the  propofition  juft  now  laid  down, 
as  to  the  effedl  of  a  difcovery  of  the  glory  of  God.  But, 
before  we  enter  on  what  is  principally  intended,  I  muft 
intreat  your  attention  to  the  following  preliminary  re* 
marks : 
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1.  f  liat  this  truth  will  hold  equally  certain  in  whate- 
ver way  the  difcovery  is  made.  It  may  pleafe  God  to 
inaniieft  himfelf  to  his  people  in  very  different  ways. 
Sometimes  it  may  be  in  a  way  wholly,  or  in  part,  miracu- 
lous, as  in  the  cafe  of  Job,  Ifaiah,  and  fome  others  men- 
tioned in  fcripture ;  fometimes  by  affedting  difpenfati- 
ons  of  Providence;  fometimes  by  his  ordinances,  orirt- 
ftituted  worfliip,  accompanied  with  the  operation  of  his 
Spirit ;  and  fometimes  by  this  laft  alone,  without  the  help 
tiraccelDon  of  any  outward  mean. 

2.  I  hope  it  will  not  be  thought  improper,  that,  in  rea- 
foning  on  the  influence  of  a  difcovery  of  the  glory  of  God^  , 
I  fometinles  bring  in  view  the  additional  manifeftations 

Jfiven  us  in  the  gofpel,  of  the  divine  glory.  This,  to  be 
ure,  could  not  be  fuppofed  to  make  a  part  of  what  was 
difcovered  to  Job,  to  wliom  that  myftery,  hid  from  ages 
and  generations,  and  only  opened  in  the  fuinefs  of  time. 
Was  very  obfcurely,  if  at  all  known.  But  the  example, 
afforded  us  in  the  text,  leads  us  to  a  general  truth  ;  in  the 
illuftration  and  application  of  which,  we  may  make  ufe  of 
ill  that  ts  known  to  us  of  the  nature  and  government  of 
God.     The 

3.  And  principal  remark  is,  that,  when  I  fpeak  of  the 
influence  of  a  difcovery  of  the  glory  of  God,  I  mean  an 
internal  and  fpiritual  difcovery,  and  not  fuch  a  knowledge 
as  is  merely  fpeculative,  and  refts  in  the  underftanding, 
Without  descending  into  the  heart.  There  is  a  common 
di(lirl6lion  to  be  met  with  in  almoft  every  praftical  writer, 
between  knowledge  merely  fpeculative,  that  fwims  in  the 
head,  and  praftical  or  faving  knowledge,  that  dwells  in 
and  governs  the  heart.  That  there  is  fuch  a  diilindVion  in 
lift,  experience  obliges  cvtry  man  to  confefs  :  but  it  is 
extremely  difBcuIt  to  fpeak  in  a  clear  and  precife  manner 
upon  it ;  to  tell  wherein  it  confifts  ;  or  to  (how  how  thcfe 
two  forts  of  knowledge  differ  otherwife,than  by  their  effedt?. 
Yet  even  to  point  out  their  radical  difference,  feems  ne- 
ccffary  to  me,  who  propofe  to  fhow  the  happy  influence 
and  powerful  efficacy  of  this  knowledge,  when  it  is  of  the 
right  kind. 

V9L.    II.  S 
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For  this  purpofe,  my  brethren,  be  pleafed  to  obferve, 
that  a  barren  fpeculative  knowledge  of  God,  is  that  which 
fixes  chiefly  on  his  natural  perfeflions ;  or,  if  it  be  fup^ 
pofed  to  take  in  fuch  as  are  moral,  it  is  only  to  reafon  up- 
on them  as  an  obje£t  of  fcience;  but  the  true  knowledge  of 
God,  is  an  inward  and  fpiritual  difcovery  of  the  amiable- 
nefs  and  excellence  of  his  moral  perfedlions ;  or,  to  fpeak 
more  in  the  fcripture  ftyle,  to  perceive  that  he  is  indeed 
**  glorious  in  his  holinefs.  Holy,  holy,  holy  is  the  Lord 
^  of  hods.'*  This  is  the  language  of  celeftial  adoration, 
of  thofe  who  ^^  fee  him  as  he  is,  and  know  even  as  they 
•*  are  known."  The  fame,  in  fome  meafure,  is  the  view 
given  to  every  real  child  of  God  on  earth,  and,  alone, 
ferves  to  diftinguifh  his  children  of  every  rank,  and  every 
degree  of  capacity,  from  others  of  an  oppofite  charafter. 
Let  me  fuppofe  a  poor  Chriftian,  weak  in  underflanding, 
and  unaflined  by  education,  who  is  witnefs  to  any  extra- 
ordinary aft  of  divine  power :  for  example,  a  thunder 
florm,  feeming  to  rend  the  heavens  afunder,  and  either 
laying  fome  ancient  and  venerable  pile  in  aflies,  or,  per- 
haps, ftriking  fome  perfons  to  death,  in  a  manner  fwifter 
than  thought ;  he  is  immediately  affedled  with  a  fenfe  of 
the  fovereignty  of  the  Lord  of  nature,  the  holinefs  of  tvt- 
ry  part  of  his  will,  the  duty  of  abfolute  fubjeftion  in  the 
creature,  ^nd  the  fmfulnefs  of  every  rebellious  thought. 
But,  above  all,  he  is  flruck  with  a  fenfe  of  the  malignity 
of  fm,  which  has  introduced  fo  many  natural  evils,  and, 
as  it  were,  armed  the  incenfed  elements  in  their  Maker's 
caufe.  Such  a  perfon,  though  he  can  exprefs  his  thoughts 
but  very  poorly,  nay,  though  he  can  hardly  fpeak  to 
others  with  coherence  or  confiftency,  fees  much  more  of 
God,  than  he  who  can  reafon  on  the  planetary  fyftem ; 
who  can  trace  the  beauty,  variety,  and  extent  of  the  Crea- 
tor's works,  and  thence  infer  the  neceflity  of  a  felf-exift- 
ent,  almighty,  and  intelligent  firft  caufe.  The  one  may 
expatiate  on  the  wonderful  works,  or  the  wife  purpofes, 
of  the  Author  of  nature  ;  the  other  feels  and  confefles  him 
to  be  God.  Alas  !  my  brethren,  we  fee  too  often,  that 
knowledge  and  holinefs  in  us,  do  not  bear  proportion  one 
to  another.     We  fee  every  day  examples  of  the  greateft 
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intelleftual  abilities,  the  nobleft  natural  talents,  being 
abufed  to  the  worll  of  purpofes ;  for  fuch  I  mud  always 
reckon,  their  ferving  no  higher  end  than  to  adorn  and  fet 
off  the  poffeflbr,  or  bum  iftcenfe  to  human  vanity.— By  a 
difcovery,  then,  of  the  perfeftions,  majefty,  and  glory  of 
God,  I  underdand  the  glory  of  his  infinite  holinefs ;  that 
holinefs  which  is  infeparable  from  his  nature,  which  fhines 
in  alibis  works,  and  in  all  his  ways. 

Thefe  obfervations  being  premifcd,  let  us  now  confi- 
der  what  influence  a  difcovery  of  the  glory  of  God  hath  in 
producing  repentance,  and  increafing  humility.  And, 
in  the 

J  ft  Place,  It  hath  this  effect,  as  it  tends  to  convince  us 
of  fin,  and  particularly,  to  bring  to  light  thefe  innumera- 
ble  evils,  which  a,  deceitful  heart  often,  in  a  great  mea- 
lure,  hides  from  its  own  view.  There  is,  if  I  may  fpeak 
fo,  a  light  and  glory  in  the  prefence  of  God  which  difco- 
vers  and  expofcs  the  works  of  darknefs.  That  a  view  of 
the  divine  Majefty  has  a  flrong  tendency  to  give  us  a  deep 
fenfc  of  our  own  finfulncfs,  is  plain  from  many  fcripture 
examples.  That  of  Job,  in  our  text,  is  one  direftly  in 
point.  Another  you  have  in  Ifaiah,  ch.  vi.  5.  where  the 
reflection  of  the  prophet,  on  a  view  of  the  divine  glory, 
is,  "  Wo  is  me !  for  I  am  undone  ;  becaufe  I  am  a  man 
^  of  unclean  lips,  and  I  dwell  in  the  midfl  of  a  people  of 
**  unclean  lips :  for  mine  eyes  have  feen  the  King,  the 
•*  Lord  of  hofts."  Another  inftance  you  may  fee  in  the 
apoftle  John,  who  upon  a  view  of  the  Redeemer  in  his 
glory,  was,  in  a  manner,  deprived  of  life,  through  ex- 
ceiBve  fear.  Rev.  i.  17.  "  And  when  I  faw  him,  I  fell  at 
••  his  feet  as  dead."  The  only  other  inflance  I  mention  is 
of  the  apoftle  Peter,  who,  on  the  unexpected  appearance, 
or  rather  from  a  view  of  the  power  of  Chrift,  manifefled 
in  a  miracle,  was  immediately  ftruck  with  a  fenfe  of  guilt, 
Luke  V.  8.  "  When  Simon  Peter  faw  it,  he  fell  down  at 
•*  Jcfus*  knees,  faying,  depart  from  me,  for  I  am  finful 
••  man,  O  Lord.'* 

It  is  not  difficult  to  explain  how  a  view  of  the  divine 
holinefs  tends  to  difcover  and  to  affe£t  us  with  a  fenfe  of 
our  fiofulnefs.    Nothing  makes  any  quality  appear  fo 
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fenfibly  as  acomparifon  with  its  oppofite.  The  applicati- 
on of  a  ftraight  rule  marks  the  obliquity  of  a  crooked  line*; 
oay^  it  marks  even  the  lead  degree  of  variation^  which  bjr 
a  lefs  acpurate  trial  would  not  have  been  difcovered.  Any 
piece  of  deformity  appears  more  hideous  and  fhockin^ 
when  compared  with  perfccl  beauty.  For  the  fame  rci* 
fon,  a  .clear  view  of  the  holinefs  of  God,  and  a  fenfe  of  hli 
intimate  prefence  with  us,  tends  to  bring  fin  to  rernem- 
brance,  as  well  as  to  cover  us  with  confufion  for  thofe  fins, 
whteh  before  we  were  able  to  juflify,  palliate,  or  conceal. 
We  are  exprefsly  aflured  that  our  firft  parents,  immedi- 
dtely  after  eating  the  forbidden  fruit,  were  fenfible  of  their 
guilt,  and  I  cannot  think  they  were  wholly  infenfiblc  of 
the  omnifcience  and  omniprefence  of  God.  Yet  we  find 
that  their  fear  greatly  increafed  (doubtlefs  from  a  fenfe  oC 
fin)  when  they  heard  God's  voice  in  the  garden.  Gen.  iii, 
8.  **  And  they  heard  the  voice  of  the  Lord  God  walking 
^^  in  the  garden  in  the  cool  of  the  day :  and  Adam  and  his 
"  wife  hid  themfelves  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord  God 
**  amongft  the  trees  of  the  garden.'' 

You  may  take  a  very  plain  and  fimple  illuftration  of 
this  from  daily  experience.  Are  there  not  fome  perfons 
of  loofe  principles  and  irregular  prat\ice,  who,  when  by 
themfelves,  or  in  fociety  like  themL-lves,  juftify  many  of 
their  fins,  and  to  all  appearance,  commit  them  without 
remoffe,  as  innocent,  if  not  laudable  ?  But  let  the  fame 
perfons  be  carried  into  fober  company,  efpecially  into  the 
prefence  of  any  perfon  eminent  for  piety  and  gravity,  and 
they  will  be  reftrained  and  afhamed,  and  not  able  to  open 
their  mouths  in  defence  of  their  licentious  carriage.  The 
mere  prefence  of  fuch  a  perfon  carries  inftant  irrefiftible 
convidlion  with  it,  by  forcing  a  comparifon  between  piety 
and  profanity  ;  that  is  to  fay,  good  and  evil,  light  and 
darknefs.  So  certain  a  truth  is  this,  that  one  of  the  anci- 
ent heathen  authors  gives  it  as  a  rule  for  moral  condu£^ 
"  that  men  flioukl  alvvayi?  imagine  themfelves  in  the  pre- 
"  fence  of  fuch  a  man  as  Cato,  renowned  for  gravity  and 
"  virtue,"  But  if  the  fancied  prefence  of  a  mortal,  in 
whom  fome  faint  niys,  if  I  may  fpeak  fo,  of  the  divine 
Ipiage  appear  by  reflection,  has  fo  much  influence,  how 
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much  i^reater  would  be  the  effect  of  a  firm  perfuafion  of 
the  real  prefcnce  of  a  holy  God,  "  who  is  of  purer  eyes 
^  than  to  behold  iniquity  ;"  What  is  it  elfe  than  this  that 
makes  wicked  men  flee  the  fociety  of  the  good  as  painful, 
and  fliun  the  thoughts  of  God  as  intolerable ;  fo  that  it  is 
the  fcripture  character  of  fuch,  that  they  fay  unto  their 
Maker,  practically,  ^^  Depart  from  us,  for  we  defire  not 
**  the  knowledge  of  thy  ways." 

2.  A  difcovery  of  the  glory  of  God  ferves  to  point  out 
the  evil  of  fm,  the  aggravations  of  particular  fins,  and  to 
take  away  the  excufcs  of  the  iinner.  Let  us  remember 
what  I  obferved  in  a  preceding  part  of  this  difcourib,  that 
it  muft  be  a  difcovery  of  the  glory  of  the  divine  holinefs ; 
not  only  a  knowledge  of  the  true  God,  and  underftanding 
what  he  is,  but  a  view  of  his  infinite  glory  and  beauty  in 
being  fuch.  It  mufl  neceflarily  fet  the  evil  of  fin  in  the 
clearell  light,  that  all  fin,  as  fuch,  flrikes  immediately  at 
the  very  being  and  perfections  of  God.  When  the  law 
of  God  {hews  us  our  fins,  we  may  be  ready  to  complain  of 
its  ftriCtnefs  and  feverity,  and  wiih  to  flip  our  necks  from 
under  the  yoke.  But  when  we  fee  that  the  law  could  not 
be  otherwifc  than  it  is,  without  being  faulty ;  when  we  fee 
that  it  is  nothing  elfe  but  a  fair  tranfcript  of  the  moral  per- 
fections of  God ;  and  when  we  look  up  to  the  great  and 
bright  original,  it  muft  convince  us  that  all  fin  is  a  direCt 
oppofition  to  the  nature*  as  well  as  a  rebellion  againR  the 
will  of  God.  If  he  is  infinitely  perfeCt  and  glorious,  fin 
muft  be  infinitely  hateful  and  abominable.  No  man  can 
plead  for  fin,  in  any  inftance  or  in  any  degree,  but  he  mult 
blafpheme  tlie  nature  and  perfections  of  God,  to  which  it 
(lands  in  oppofition. 

All  men,  indeed,  by  nature,  are  enemies  to  God  him- 
felfi  in  their  minds,  by  wicked  works ;  and  they  hate  his 
law,  becaufe  it  is  fpiritual  and  pure.  There  are  alfo  too 
many  in  this  age,  who  have  very  relaxed  principles  as  to 
the  extent  and  obligation  of  the  law,  and,  of  confequence, 
\-ery  flight  thoughts  of  the  evil  of  fin.  But  a  view  of  the 
glory  of  God  re^ifies,  at  once,  thefe  fatal  errors,  and  car. 
lies  home  fuch  conviftion  of  the  rights  of  the  Creator,  the 
obligation  and  fubje^ion  of  the  creature,  and  the  beauty 
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and  excellence  of  that  image  which  was  fiained  by  fin,  ai 
forces  us  to  adopt  the  language  of  the  Holy  Ghoft ;  "  How 
*'  evil  and  how  bitter  a  thing  is  it  to  depart  from  the  living 
•*  God !"  God  grant  that  there  may  be  many  in  this  af- 
iembly,  who  underftand  and  feel  the  force  of  thistrudii 
There  is  need,  my  brethren,  to  attend  to  it ;  for  all  con- 
▼iflions  of  fin,  which  do  not  proceed  from  this  fource,  or 
do  not  neceflarily  include  this  view,  whatever  pain  oir  ter- 
ror they  may  occafion,  will  prove  empty  and  fruitlefs  at 
laft.  Though  there  may  be  a  flavilh  fear  of  the  power  of 
God,  unlefs  there  be  a  view  of  the  infinite  evil  of  fin,  there 
cannot  be  any  lading  and  faving  change. 

The  fame  view  alfo  points  out  the  aggravation  of  par- 
ticular  fins.  The  more  clearly  we  underftand  the  nature 
of  God,  our  relation  to,  and  dependance  upon  him,  the 
more  will  we  perceive  the  aggravation  of  every  fin  which 
burfts  afunder  thefe  bonds.  A  view  of  the  glory  of  God 
muft  either  be  general  or  particular ;  or,  perhaps,  for  the 
moft  part,  there  is  a  mixture  of  both.  My  meaning  is, 
that  when  there  is  a  difcovery  of  the  glory  of  God  in  gene- 
ral, there  is  often,  at  the  fame  time,  a  peculiar  and  ftriking 
difplay  of  fome  one  attribute,  of  power,  wifdom,  juftice,  or 
mercy.  Now  bow  ftrongly  does  this  imprefs  upon  the 
mind,  a  fenfe  of  the  evil  of  thofe  fins  which  ftrike  direftly 
againft  that  perfefiion  which  happens  to  be  fet  in  the 
ftrongeft  point  of  view  ?  When  any  difplay  is  given  of 
the  omnifcience  of  God,  how  does  it  make  us  fenfible  of 
the  impiety  and  folly  of  fecret  fins  ?  Dan.  ii.  47.  "  The 
"  King  anfwered  unto  Daniel,  and  faid,  Of  a  truth  it  is, 
**  that  your  God  is  a  God  of  gods,  and  a  Lord  of  kings, 
"  and  a  revealer  of  fecrets,  feeing  thou  couldeft  reveal  this 
**  fecret."  When  the  power  of  God  is  made  manifeft, 
how  does  it  aggravate  the  guilt  of  prefumption  and  confi- 
dence  ?  I  fa.  xlv.  9.  '*  Wo  unto  him  that  ftriveth  with 
**  his  Maker :  let  the  potfherd  ftrive  with  the  potfherds  of 
"  the  earth.  Shall  the  clay  fay  to  him  that  fafhioneth  it, 
**  what  makeft  thou  ?  or  thy  work,  he  hath  no  hands  ?" 

When- the  wifdom  of  God  is  difplaycd,  doth  not  then 
all  diftruft  appear  highly  criminal  ?  Ought  we  not  to  fay 
witli  the  Pfalmift,  Pfal.  xxvii.  1.  "  The  Lord  is  my  light, 
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^  and  my  falvation,  whom  (hall  I  fear  ?  tfie  Lord  is  the 
"  (Irength  of  my  life,  of  whom  (hall  I  be  afraid  ?"  When 
we  have  a  view  of  our  abfolute  dependance  upon,  and  un. 
fpeakable  obligations  to  the  divine  bounty,  what  a  fcnfe 
does  this  give  us  of  the  fm  of  unthankfulnefs,  and  forget- 
fulne(s  of  God  I  Of  how  many  unhappy  fenfualids  may 
this  complaint  be  made  ?  Ifa.  i.  2,3.^'  Hear,  O  heavens, 
^«  and  give  ear,  O  earth ;  for  the  Lord  hath  fpoken.  I  have 
'^  nouri(hed  and  brought  up  children,  and  they  have  re- 
^  belled  againll  me.  The  ox  knoweth  his  owner,  and 
^^  the  afs  his  mafter's  crib  :  but  Ifrael  doth  not  know,  my 
*'  people  doth  not  confider."  Without  any  further  enu- 
meration, it  will  appear  undeniable,  that  the  clearer  the 
difcovery  of  the  glory  of  God,  the  more  mufl  not  only  the 
evil  of  (in  in  general  appear,  but  every  particular  crime 
muft  be  loaded  with  new  aggravations.  I  cannot  help 
mentioning  here,  in  a  few  words,  that  this  is  the  immedi- 
ate  efieft  of  a  difcovery  of  the  glory  of  God,  as  it  (bines 
in  Jefus  Chrift.  The  unmerited,  unparalleled  love,  ma« 
nifefted  to  finners  in  the  gofpel,  greatly  aggravates  their 
ingratitude  and  rebellion.  And  the  more  that  believers 
refle£t  upon  their  own  condudl,  and  compare  it  with  the 
grace  and  condefcenfion  of  their  Redeemer,  the  more  they 
muft  abbor  themselves,  and  repent  in/dust  and  ashes. 

I  only  add,  on  this  head,  that  a  difcovery  of  the  glory 
of  God  takes  away  the  excufes  of  the  finner.  How  prone 
men  are  to  excufe  and  palliate  their  fins,  we  all  know  by 
experience^  It  is  a  light  fenfe  of  the  evil  of  fin,  that  leads 
us  to  commit  it ;  and  there  is  no  reafon  to  be  furprifed,  if 
this,  joined  with  felf-intereft,  makes  us  ingenious  in  form- 
ing an  apology  for  it  after  the  commifiion.  Hence  often 
arife  hard  thoughts  of  tlie  threatenings  of  God  againd  fin, 
as  fevere.  Hence  alfo  unbelieving  thoughts,  which  will 
not  admit,  that  ever  he  will  fulfil  his  word,  or  execute 
the  threatened  judgment.  But  a  difcovery  of  the  glory  (Jf 
God,  particularly  of  his  infinite  holinefs,  by  (hewing  the 
evil  of  fin  in  its  proper  colours,  ftops  every  mouth,  drags 
the  finner  into  the  prefence  of  his  Judge,  and  ftrips  the 
guilty  criminal  of  every  vain  plea.  We  fee  plainly,  in 
the  cafe  of  Job,  that  he  had  luch  a  view  of  the  power,  do* 
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minion,  and  abfolute  fovereignty  of  God,  as  put  hirtt  en- 
tirely to  filence,  and  convinced  him,  that  there  *ras  ncr 
room  for  contending  ;  no  place  for  comparifon  between 
h  unequal  (muft  I  call  them)  parties,  God  and  man,  joB 
^l.  4.  *'  Behold  I  am  vile ;  what  Ihall  I  anfwer  thee  ?  I 
•*  will  lay  my  hand  upon  my  mouth.'* 

This  riglit  of  fovereignty  in  God,  and  the  duty  of  ab- 
folute,  immediate,  unconditional  fubjeftion  in  the  crea- 
ture,  I  find  plainly  and  frequently  eftablilhed  in  fcripturci 
It  is,  indeed,  entirely  in  this  ftyle,  which  may  Well  btf 
called  the  ftyle  of  the  King  of  kings,  that  God  fpcaks  to' 
Job  in  the  four  chapters  preceding  that  where  my  text 
lies.  Though  he  is  brought  in  fpeaking,  to  refolve  a  dif- 
ficulty in  providence ;  yet,  you  may  obfcrve,  he  does  not . 
lay  one  word  as  to  the  juftice  of  his  proceeding;  but,  un-* 
der  many  of  the  ftrongeft  images,  fets  forth  his  irrefiftible 
power,  chap,  xxxviii.  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  "  Who  is  this  that 
**  darkeneth  counfel  by  words  without  knowledge?  Gird 
**  up  now  thy  loins  like  a  man;  for  I  will  demand  of  thee^ 
"  and  anfwer  thou  me.  Where  waft  thou  wheti  I  laid 
^  the  foundations  of  the  earth  ?  Declare,  if  thou  haft 
"  underftanding.  Who  hath  laid  the  meafures  thereof, 
"  if  thou  knoweft  ?  or  who  hath  ftretched  the  line  upon  it? 
*'  Whereupon  are  the  foundations  thereof  fattened  ?  or 
"  who  laid  the  corner  ftone  thereof  ?'*  And,  again,  chap, 
xl.  8,  9,  10,  II.  *' Wilt  thou  alfo  difannul  my  judgment? 
**  wilt  thou  condemn  me,  lliat  thou  mayeft  be  righteous  ? 
**  Haft  thou  an  arm  like  Gotl?  or  canft  thou  thunder  with 
•'  a  voice  like  him  ?  Deck  thyfcif  now  with  majefty  and 
•'  excellency,  and  array  thyfelf  with  glory  and  beauty. 
*'  Caft  abroad  the  rage  of  thy  wrath  :  and  behold  every 
"  one  that  is  proud,  and  abafc  him." 

The  fovereignty  of  God,  is  what,  of  all  things  elfe,  fin- 
ners,  while  they  continue  in  that  charatter,  are  leall  ca- 
pable of  under rtanding,  and  leaft  willin^r  to  fubmit  to. 
This  is  not  to  be  wondered  at ;  becaufe  the  very  nature  of 
fin  confifts  in  cafting  off"  our  allegiance,  and,  as  far  as  in 
us  lies,  rejecting  the  authority  of  God.  But,  my  brethren, 
a  real  difcovery  of  his  glory,  at  once,  railes  l>im  to  the 
throne,  and  humbles  us  at  his  footftool,  and  is,  as  if  we 
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heard  a  voice  from  heaven,  addreffed  to  us  in  the  following 
llriking  words,  Ifa.  ii.  10, 11.  "  Enter  into  the  rock,  and 
**  hide  thee  in  the  duft,  for  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  for  the 
*•  glory  of  his  majefty.  The  lofty  looks  of  man  (hall  be 
"  humbled,  and  the  haughlinefs  of  men  fliall  be  bowed 
•*do.wn;  and  the  Lord  alone  fhall  be  exalted  in  that  day/* 
One  who  hath  {o  known  GocI,  will  perceive,  that  there 
can  be  no  more  projyer  reply  to  objeSlions,  on  the  part  of 
man,  to  the  divine  procedure,  than  that  of  the  apoftle  Paulj 
Rom.  IX.  20.  "  Nay,  but,  O  man,  who  art  thou  that  re* 
«  plieft  againft  God  V 

3.  A  difcovery  of  the  glory  of  God  ferves  to  point  cfut 
the  danger  of  fin.  It  is  the  hope  of  impunity,  that  em- 
boldens the  finner  to  tranfgrefs,  and  to  perfift  in  his  tranf- 
greffions.  For  this  reafon,  we  find  the  fcriptures,  in  ge- 
neral, attributing  the  impenitence  of  finners  to  thefe  two 
great  fources,  ignorance  and  unbelief,  Pfal.  xiv.  i.  **The 
*  fool  hath  faid  in  his  heart,  there  is  no  God.''  And,  in 
vcrfe  4.  "  Have  all  the  workers  of  iniquity  no  know- 
••  ledge  ?'•  that  is  to  fay,  fuch  bold  rebellion  in  their  con- 
duft  plainly  difcovers  the  atheifm  of  their  hearts.  To  the 
fame  purpofe,  Pfalm  x.  11,  13,  "  He  hath  faid  in  his 
••  heart,  God  hath  forgotten  ;  he  hideth  his  face  ;  he  will 
"  never  fee  it. — Wherefore  doth  the  wicked  contemn 
•*  God  ?  He  hath  faid  in  his  heart,  thou  wilt  not  require 
•*  it."  But  a  difcovery  of  the  divine  glory,  at  once  de- 
ftroysthe  foundation  of  this  ftupid  fecurity,  and  impious 
prefumption.  It  realizes  the  very  being  of  God  more 
than  before,  as  is  plainly  implied  in  the  words  of  Job  :  / 
borne  beard  of  thee  V)itb  the  hearing  df  the  ear ;  but  nozv 
mine  eye  seetb  tf^ee.  It  makes  his  prefence  fenfible,  and 
teaches  us,  that  '*  all  thin^^s  are  naked  before  him."  Sa 
that  there  is  no  hope  of  lying  concealed*  It  fets  before  us 
his  holinefs  and  juftice  5  that  he  is  of  purer  eyes  than  to 
behold  iniquity.  So  that,  while  his  nature  continues  the 
fame,  the  guilty  and  impenitent  cannot  poffibly  obtain 
panlon.  Above  all,  it  fels  before  us  the  terror  of  his  pow- 
er, which  is  infinite  and  boundlefs  ;  fo  that  nothing  can 
be  more  vain,  than  for  the  finner  to  hope  either  to  efcape 
6r  refill. 

Vol.  IL  T 
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Agreeably  to  all  this,  we  find,  that,  in  the  holy  fcrip* 
tares,  in  which  God  hath  been  pleafed  to  make  himielf 
toown  to  us  by  external  revelation,  it  is  by  afTerting,  and^ 
as  it  were,  difplaying,  and  producing  to  view,  the  glory 
of  his  infinite  perfeftion,  that  he  endeavours  to  deter  us 
from  fin,  and  animate  or  encourage  us  to  duty.  When 
God  gave  the  law  to  the  children  of  Ifrael,  he  gave  theni« 
at  the  (ame  time,  a  difplay  of  his  greatnefs  and  majefty  in 
a  very  awful  manner.  To  exprefs  his  fovereign  authori* 
ty,  and  the  abfolute  propriety  he  had  in  them,  be  intro- 
duces  it  with  thefe  words :  ^^  I  am  the  Lord,  thy  God, 
**  which  brought  thee  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  out  of  the 
••  houfe  of  bondage."  You  may  alfo  remember,  how  of- 
ten,  in  appointing  the  feveral  Mofaic  confiitutions,  thefe 
fignificative  words  are  repeated,  /  am  the  Lord.  In  th^ 
fame  manner,  to  imprefs  his  people  with  a  fenfe  of  tUt 
evil  of  fin,  as  committed  againft  fuch  a  God,  he  declare 
his  own  abfolute  dominion,  Mai.  i.  14.  ^'  But  curfed  be 
*^  the  deceiver,  which  hath  in  his  flock  a  male,  and  vow* 
*^  eth  and  facrificeth  to  the  Lord  a  corrupt  thing ;  for  I  am 
^^  a  great  King,  faith  the  Lord  of  hofis,  and  my  name  is 
**  dreadful  among  the  heathen." 

When  he  would  give  his  people  a  deep  conviftion  of 
the  folly  and  danger  of  fecret  fins,  he  fets  forth  his  omnt« 
fcience  and  omniprefence,  Jer.  xxiii.  23,  24.  "  Am  I« 
"  God  at  hand,  and  not  a  God  afar  off  ?  Can  any  hide 
"  himfelf  in  fecret  places,  that  I  Ihall  not  fee  him  ?  faith 
•'  the  Lord.  Do  not  I  fill  heaven  and  earth  ?  faith  the 
**  Lord."  When  he  would  exprefs  the  danger  of  obftikia- 
cy  and  difobedience,  he  gives  a  very  lively  idea  of  his 
infinite  power,  Jer.  v.  22.  *'  Fear  ye  not  me  ?  faith  the 
"  Lord  :  will  ye  not  tremble  at  my  prefence,  which  have 
*^  placed  the  fand  for  the  bound  of  the  fea,  by  a  perpetual 
*'  decree,  that  it  cannot  pafs  it ;  and  though  the  waves 
**  thereof  tofs  themfelves,  yet  can  they  not  prevail;  though 
**  they  roar,  yet  can  they  not  pafs  over  it." 

The  very  fame  thing  he  doth  to  encourage  the  truft  of 
his  own  people,  Ifa.  xliv.  6.  '*  Thus  faith  the  Lord,  the 
*^  King  of  Ifrael,  and  bis  Redeemer,  the  Lord  of  hofts,  I 
"  am  the  firll,  and  I  am  the  laft,  and  befides  me  there  is 
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«*  no  God.**  When  he  would  make  us  fenl&Ie,  that,  if  we 
continue  in  fin,  it  is  impoffible  for  us  to  efcape  punifh- 
ment,  what  a  terrible  reprefentation  does  he  give  of  hit 
dreadful  and  irreCftible  vengeance  ?  Prophecies  of  Nah. 
i.  5, 6.  **  ITie  mountains  quake  at  him,  and  the  hills  melt, 
**  and  the  earth  is  burnt  at  his  prefence,  yea,  the  world, 
^  and  all  that  dwell  therein.  Who  can  (land  before  his 
^  indignation  ?  and  who  can  abide  in  the  fiercenefs  of  his 
^  anger?  his  fuiy  is  poured  out  like  fire,  and  the  rocks 
••  arc  thrown  down  by  him/* 

Thus  we  fee,  that  God,  infcripture,  reveals  the  glory 
of  lus  own  nature,  as  the  effeftual  means  of  reftraining  us 
in  die  commiffion  of  fin,  or  turning  us  from  it;  and  plain- 
iy  fuppofes,  that  nothing  but  ignorance  of  him  can  en- 
courage  finners  in  their  rebellion.  Neither  can  it  be  de- 
nied, that  when  there  is  an  inward  and  powerful  difcovery* 
of  diefe  truths  to  the  mind,  it  muft  lead  us  to  repentance, 
and  lay  us  proflrate  before  his  throne,  in  obedience  and 
fubmiffion.  Who,  that  knoweth  the  Almighty,  will  run 
opon  the  thick  bofies  of  his  buckler  ?  or  will  not  rather 
ufe  this  dutiful  language  of  Job,  chap,  ix,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6. 
^  I  know  it  is  fo  of  a  truth ;  but  how  fliould  man  be  juft 
•*  with  God  ?  If  he  will  contend  with  him,  he  cannot  an- 
^  fwer  him  one  of  a  thoufand.  He  is  wife  in  heart,  and 
••  mi^ty  in  ftnength  :  who  hath  hardened  himfelf  againft 
"  him,  and  hath  profpered  ?  which  removeth  the  moun- 
*^  tains,  and  they  know  not ;  which  overtumeth  them  in 
^  his  anger ;  which  ihaketh  the  earth  out  of  her  place^ 
"  and  the  pillars  thereof  tremble." 

4.  In  the  laft  place,  a  view  of  the  divine  glory  tend* 
to  leads  us  to  repentance,  as  it  fets  forth  his  infinite  mer- 
cy, and  affords  encouragement  to,  as  well  as  points  out 
the  profit  of  repentance.  Juft  and  proper  conceptions  of 
God  cannot  be  given  us,  without  including  his  great  mer- 
cy. This  bright  perfection  (hone,  even  on  Mount  Sinai, 
through  all  the  terrors  of  that  legal  difpenfation,  Exod. 
xxxiii.  18,  J9.  "  And  he  faid,  I  befeech  thee,  fhew  me 
•*  thy  glory.  And  he  faid,  I  will  make  all  my  goodnefs  to 
•*  pafs  before  thee  ;  and  I  will  proclaim  the  name  of  the 
••  I/)rd  before  thee ;  and  I  will  be  gracious  to  whom  I 
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^^  will  be  gracious,  and  will  fhew  mercyvon  whom  I  will 
^  fiiew  mercy."    Exod.  xxxiv.  5,  6,  7.  """Aod  the  Lord^ 
^' dcrcended  in  the  cloud,  and  Rood  with  him  ^tJicrc,  and' 
^'  proclaimed  the  name  of  the  Lord.     And  the  Lord  paff- 
*'  cd  by  before  him,  and  proclaimed.  The  Lord,  the  Lord 
"  God^  merciful  and  gracious,  long-fuffering,  and  abun* 
"  dant  in  goodnefs  and  truth,  keeping  mercy  for  thou* 
"  fands,  forgiving  iniquity,  and  tranfgreffion,  and  fin/* 
Without  the  knowledge  of  this  amiable  attribute,  all  the 
otlier  perfeftions  of  God  woukl  fignify  little  to  bring  us  to 
true  repentance.     Without  this,  they  carry  nothing  in 
diem  but  unmixed  terror  to  the  guilty.     Without  this,, 
therefore,  the  confideration  of  his  infinite  holinefs  and  pu- 
rity, his  inflexible  juftice,  and  almighty  power,  would 
only  ferve  to  drive  us  further  from  him,  by  throwing  us 
into  abfolute  defpair.     But  wlien,  to  all  the  other  perfec- 
tions of  God,  we  join  his  infinite  mercy,  the  true  know- 
ledge of  him  ferves  not  only  to  deftroy  criminal  prefurap- 
tion,   but  to  animate  to  dutiful  fubmiflion.      Thus  the 
Pfalmift  exprefles  himfelf,  Pfalm  cxxx.  3,  4,    "If  thou 
*'  Lord,  Ihouldeft    mark  iniquities,    O  Lord,  who  Ihall 
"  ftand  ?     But  there   is  forgivenefs  with  thee,  that  thoa 
■ '  mayefl  be  feared."     Here  you  may  obfcrve,  that,  when 
he  fays,  "  there  is  forgivenefs  with  thee,  that  thou  mayeft 
*'  be  feared,"  he  not  only  means,  that  there  is  encourage- 
ment  to  ferve  God,  but  that  his  mercy  iifelf  leads  to  that 
filial  reverence  which  is  fo  effential  a  part  of  true  peni- 
tence.    The  greatnefs  and  mercy  of  God  happily  con- 
fpire  in  melting  the  heart  of^the  finner.     There  is  an  ex- 
preffion  of  finguhr  beauty,  Hof.  iii.  5.  "  Afterward  fhall 
*'  the  children  of  I  frael  return,  and  feck  the  Lord,  their 
**  God,  and  David,  their  King ;  and  fliall  fear  the  Lord^ 
^'  and  his  goodnefs,  in  the  latter  days." 

This  leads  me  to  obfcrve,  that  it  is  in  the  gofpel  of  our 
Lord  and  Saviour,  Jefus  Chrift,  that  we  have  the  bright- 
cfl  and  cleared  difplay  of  divine  mercy.  It  is  in  Chrift, 
tliat  we  have  the  true  ar.d  faving  difcovcry  of  the  giory  and 
perfedlions  of  GotL  And  it  is  particularly  in  him,  that 
^•e  have  an  united  illufiration,  and  joint  difplay  of  great- 
lie  fs  and  goodnefs,  of  majefty  audniercy.     In  the  under- 
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taking  of  our  bleffed  Redeemer,  we  have  a  very  clear  and 
aSefling  view  of  thofe  perfedlions,  that  fhew  the  evil  of 
fm,  and  the  danger  of  the  (inner.  Never  did  the  holinefs 
of  God  fhine  brighter,  or  his  hatred  and  indignation  a- 
gainlt  fin,  appear  with  greater  terror,  than  when  the  fword 
of  his  judice  was  drawn  out  againll  the  man  who  is  his 
JelUm.  When  God  fwept  away  a  polluted  world  by  an 
univerfal  deluge ;  when  he  overthrew  Sodom  and  Go- 
morrah  by  fire  and  brimftone  from  heaven ;  when  the 
earth  opened  her  mouth,  and  fwallowed  up  Korab,  Da- 
than^  and  Abiram.  Thefe  were  terrible  proofs  of  his  ha- 
tred of  fin,  of  the  juftice  and  holinefs  of  his  nature.  Yet 
were  they,  after  all,  but  faint  evidences,  in  comparifon 
of  what  were  given,  when  **  he  who  was  in  the  form  of 
"  God,  and  thought  it  not  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God, 
"  — was  found  in  fafhion  as  a  man,  and  became  obedient 
**  unto  death,  even  the  death  of  the  crofs," 

But,  at  the  fame  time,  in  this  great  event,  hath  he  not 
magnified  his  love  ?  Rom.  v.  8.  "  But  God  hath  com. 
**  mended  his  love  towards  us,  in  that  while  we  were  yet 
"  finners,  Chrift  died  for  us."  How  Ihall  we  think  or 
fpeak  on  this  unfathomable  fubjcCl  ?  Chrift  Jefus  is  the 
fruit  of  the  Father's  everlafting  love  to  finners  of  man- 
kind. How  great  the  giver !  how  unfpeakable  the  gift ! 
how  mean  and  worthlels  the  objects  of  his  love  !  God  is 
love.  Power,  wifdom,  holinefs,  and  juftice,  fliine,  in- 
deed,  in  tlie  doiStrine  of  the  crofs.  But,  above  all,  grace 
and  mercy  prevail,  **  and  reign  through  righteoufnefs  unto 
•*  eternal  life."  "VVTiat  a  melting  view  to  every  convin- 
ced finncr  !  Zcch.  xii.  10.  **  — They  fliall  look  upon  me 
**  whom  they  have  pierced,  and  they  ftiall  mourn  for 
**  him,  as  one  that  mourneth  for  his  only  fon,  and  fliall 
"  be  in  bitternefs  for  him,  as  one  that  is  in  bitternefs  for 
*«  his  firft-born."  Muft  they  not,  with  Job,  abhor  them^ 
sch'CS^  and  repent  in  dust  and  ashes  ?  This  is  a  circum- 
ftance  frequemly  taken  notice  of  with  regard  to  the  gof- 
pel  converts.  Jcr.  xxxi.  9.  "  They  fliall  come  with 
*^  v/etping ;  and  with  fupplications  will  I  lead  them." 
Jcr.  V.  4,  5.  "  In  thofe  days,  and  in  that  time,  faith  the 
*•'  JLord,  the  children  of  Ifrael  fliall  come,  they,  and  the 
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**  children  of  Judah  together,  going  and  weeping ;  th^ 
•*  fliall  go  and  feek  the  Lord,  their  God.  They  Ihall  aft 
•'  the  way  to  Zion,  with  their  faces  thithcrwarid,  faying^ 
**  Come,  and  let  us  join  ourfelvcs  to  the  Lord  in  a  perpe<> 
•*  tual  covenant,  that  fhall  not  be  forgotten."  I  (ball 
clofe  this  bead,  by  addrelfing  to  you  the  words  of  God  t9 
the  children  of  Ifrael,  Joel  ii.  12,  13.  ♦•  Therefore  alfo 
**  now,  faith  the  Lord,  turn  ye  even  to  me  with  all  year 
^^  heart,  and  with  fafting,  and  with  weeping,  and  with 
**  mourning,  and  rend  your  heart,  and  not  you^  gar* 
"  ments,  and  turn  unto  rfie  Lord  your  God ;  for  he  it 
^  gracious  and  merciful,  flow  to  anger,  an4  of  great 
•*  kindnefs,  and  repenteth  him  of  the  evil." 

I  proceed,  now,  to  make  fome  praftical  improvement 
of  what  hath  been  faid.     And^ 

1.  You  may  learn,  from  this  fubjeft,  the  force  and 
meaning  of  thofe  paflages  of  fcripture,  in  which  the  whole 
of  religion  is  expreffed  by  the  knowledge  of  God-  Thus, 
Prov.  ix,  10.  **  The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  beginning  of 
•'  wifdom  ;  and  the  knowledge  of  the  holy  is  underfland.* 
"  ing."  The  fame  thing  is  affirmed  by  our  bleffcd  Sa- 
viour,  John  xvii.  3.  "  And  this  is  life  eternal,  that  they 
♦*  might  know  thee,  the  only  true  God,  and  Jefus  Ghrift, 
"  whom  thou  haft  fent."  On  the  other  hand,  wicked 
men  are  often  defcribed  by  this  lliort  and  expreffive  cha- 
radter,  that  they  know  not  God,  as  in  2  Theff.  i.  8. 
"  — In  flaming  fire,  taking  vengeance  on  them  that  know 
**  not  God."  The  truth  is,  God  is  either  wholly  unknoMrn, 
or  greatly  miftaken  by  wicked  men.  None  but  his  fer- 
vants  do  truly  fee  his  glory  ;  and  the  more  they  fee  of  hiro^ 
the  more  they  are  affimUated  to  him.  Thus  the  apoftle 
Paul  defcribes  converfion  in  the  following  terms,  2  Cor. 
iv.  6.  "  For  God,  who  commanded  die  light  to  ftiine  out 
"  of  darknefs,  hath  fliined  in  our  hearts,  to  give  the  light 
**  of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God,  in  the  face  of 
^  Jefus  Chrift/*  And,  in  the  fame  epiftle,  chap.  iii.  18, 
be  thus  defcribes  the  progrefs  of  the  chriftian  life,  "  But 
•*  w^  all,  with  open  face,  beholding,  as  in  ?^  gUfs^  the 
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^  glory  of  the  Lord,  are  changed  into  the  fame  image, 
"from  glory  to  glory,  even  as  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord.*' 
2.  From  what  hath  been  faid  on  this  fubje£t,  you  may 
leam  the  great  danger  of  a  Hate  of  ignorance.  If  repen- 
tance, which  is  the  beginning  of  true  religion,  takes  its 
rife  from  a  knowledge  of  the  nature  and  perfections  of 
God,  does  it  not  follow,  that  thofe  who  are  grofsly  igno* 
ranw  Are  not  only  in  a  contemptible,  but  in  a  deplorable 
fiate  ?  that  they  mud  be  Grangers  to  the  power  and  prac- 
tice of  religion,  and,  dying  in  that  condition^  muil  pe- 
rifli  eternally  ?  It  is  much  to  be  lamented,  that  even 
amongft  us,  who  have  the  means  of  inOrudtion  in  fo 
great  plenty,  there  are  ilill  many  who  continue  grofsly 
ignorant.  How  inexcufable  are  thofe  parents,  who  do  not 
make  confcience  of  diligently  training  up  their  children 
in  the  knowledge  of  the  things  that  belong  to  their  eternal 
peace  i  I  mull  alfo  intreat  all  heads  of  families,  whom 
God  hath  enabled  to  hire  the  labor  of  others,  ferioufly  to 
think  of  the  obligation  that  lies  upon  them,  to  inllruffc 
tbelr  fervants  in  the  principles  of  religion,  and  not  fufFer 
any  under  their  roof  to  perifli  for  lack  of  knowledge.  Do 
not  think  you  have  done  enough,  when  you  have  given 
them  food  and  wages,  if  you  wholly  negled  their  precious 
fouls.  I  do  not  exped  to  prevail  upon  you,  faithfully  to 
difcharge.  this  duty,  by  any  arguments  but  thofe  drawn 
from  the  glory  of  God,  and  your  own  everlailing  intered; 
hot  I  cannot  help,  at  the  fame  time,  putting  you  in  mind, 
that  it  is  very  much  for  your  temporal  intereft.  Depend 
upon  it,  the  more  confcientioufly  you  difcbarge  your  duty 
to  them,  the  more  honellly,  diligently,  and  chearfully 
will  they  ferve  you.  It  is  very  common  to  hear  complaints 
of  the  flothfuinefs,  unfaithfulnefs,  and  infolence  of  fer- 
vants;  but,  if  we  confider,  ferioufly,  what  belongs  to  the 
duty  of  a  mailer,  there  will  be  found,  perhaps,  as  many, 
and  as  great  faults,  on  this  fide  as  on  the  other.  It  is  fur- 
prifing,  that  fome  feem  to  expe£t,  in  a  poor  uneducated 
creature,  all  manner  of  decency  of  behavior,  fweetnefs  of 
temper,  integrity,  and  diligence,  and  are  ready  to  florm 
upon  the  leail  defe£t,  while,  at  the  fame  time,  they  Ihow 
no  example  in  their  own  conduct,  but  of  a  vifible  negledt 
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of  duty  both  to  God  and  man.  Oh !  my  brethren,  have 
jMty  on  the  ignorant^  efpecially  the  younger  fort,  who 
would  leanrii  if  they  had  teachers.  Ignorance  is  always  a 
fecure,  infenfible  ftate.  They  know  nothing,  and  there- 
fore they  fear  nothing.  Public  inftruftion  is,  in  a  great 
meafure,  ufelefs  to  thofe  who  are  not  prepared  for  it  by 
more  familiar  teaching  at  home.  Let  minillers  fpeak  ne- 
ver fo  plainly  from  the  pulpit,  it  is  ftill  to  many  of  them  a 
llrange  language,  which  they  do  not  comprehend. 

3.  From  what  hath  been  faid  on  this  fubjeft,  you  may 
fee  the  neceflity  of  regeneration,  or  an  inward  change  isi 
heart,  in  order  to  real  religion.  You  have  heard  above, 
that  it  is  not  a  fpeculative  knowledge  of  the  nature  and 
perfcftions  of  God,  or  underftanding  what  he  is,  that 
leads  to  repentance,  but  a  view  of  his  excellence  and  ami- 
ablenefs,  as  glorious  in  his  holinefs.  This  none  can  have, 
but  thofe  who  are  in  fome  meafure  transformed  into  the 
fame  image.  Hence  it  is,  that  wicked  men  do  not  cherifli, 
but  avoid  the  thoughts  of  God.  Hence  it  is,  that  extra- 
ordinary tokens  of  the  divine  power  and  prefence,  fignal 
judgments,  and  unexpefted  ftrokes  on  themfelves,  or 
their  relations,  diftrefs  and  terrify  them,  and  bring  them 
under  a  flavifii  bondage  for  a  little,  but  produce  no  love ; 
no  defire  of  union ;  no  cordial  fubmiffion.  Hence  alfo 
appears  the  foolilhnefs  of  that  finful,  but  general  propenfi. 
ty  in  men,  to  afk  after  a  fign,  and  to  defire  that  other  and 
different  evidence  Ihould  be  given  them  of  the  truth  of 
religion  than  God  hath  feen  meet.  We  have  an  example 
of  this  in  the  parable  of  the  rich  man  and  Lazarus,  record* 
ed,  Luke  xvi.  towards  the  clofe.  There  the  rich  man  is 
reprefented,  as  intreating,  that  Lazarus  might  be  fent  t0 
bis  brethren  for  their  warning.  When  Abraham  refers 
them  to  the  revealed  will  of  God,  Mofes  and  the  prophets, 
he  urges  his  requeft  thus,  ver.  30,  '*  And  he  faid,  nayy 
•*  father  Abraham ;  but  if  one  went  unto  them  from  the 
•*  dead,  they  will  repent ;"  to  which  the  anfwer  is  given 
immediately,  "  If  they  hear  not  Mofes  and  the  prophets, 
••  neither  will  they  be  perfuadcd,  though  one  rofe  from 
**  the  dead." 
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There  have  been  others  at  difFerent  times,  who  have 
dcfired  fuch  extraordinary  proofs;  but  they  would  <)f 
themfelves,  be  attended  with  no  real  benefit«  Though 
yoQ  had  been  on  Mount  Sinai  with  Mofes,  it  would  have 
produced  terror,  but  no  other  efFeA,  without  a  fpiritual 
difcovery  of  the  real  glory  of  God.  See  Exod.  xix.  i6# 
•*  And  it  came  to  pafs,  on  the  third  day,  in  the  morrtiri^, 
**  that  there  were  thunders,  and  lightnings,  and  a  thick 
**  cloud  upon  the  mount,  arul  the  voice  of  the  trumpet 
"  exceeding  loud ;  fo  that  all  the  people  that  idcs  in  the 
"  camp  trembled***  And  the  fame  book,  ch.  xx.  18, 19. 
"  And  all  the  people  faw  the  thunderings,  and  the  light- 
**  nings,  and  the  noife  of  the  trumpet,  and  the  mountain 
'•  fmoking ;  and  when  the  people  faw  it,  they  removed, 
"  and  ftood  afar  off:  and  they  faid  unto  Mofes,  fpeak  thou 
"  with  us,  and  we  will  hear ;  but  let  not  God  fpeak  with 
"  ua,  left  we  die.'*  Another  evidence  of  the  fame  thing, 
may  be  taken  from  the  cafe  of  devils  and  damned  fpirits. 
They  have,  no  doubt,  a  fenfible  demondration  of  the  be- 
ing, and,  probably,  a  very  clear  intellefilual  knowledge  of 
the  nature  of  God  ;  yet  hath  it  not  any  cfFe£l  in  changing 
their  difpofitions :  on  the  contrary,  the  more  they  know 
of  him,  who  is  fo  oppofite  to  their  temper,  they  hate  him 
the  more ;  it  inflames  their  natural  enmity,  and  makes  it 
rage  with  double  violence.  This,  I  think,  appears  very 
plainly,  both  from  the  reafon  of  the  thing,  and  from  the 
following  paffages  of  fcripture,  Malth.  viii.  29,  it  is  faid  of 
two  demoniacs:  "And  behold  ihey  cried  out,  faying,  what 
•*  have  we  to  do  with  thee,  Jefus,  thou  Son  of  God  ?  art 
•*  thou  come  hither  to  torment  us  before  the  time  ?"  Mark 
V.  6,  7.  "  But  when  he  faw  Jefus  afar  oft*  he  ran  and 
"  worshipped  him,  and  cried  with  a  loud  voice,  and  faid, 
"  what  have  I  to  do  with  thee,  Jefus,  thou  Son  of  the 
"  MoSl  High  God  ?  I  adjure  thee  by  God,  that  thou  tor- 
"  ment  me  not."  And  again,  Mark  ix.  20.  "And  they 
"  brought  him  unto  him  ;  and  v/hen  he  faw  him,  flraight- 
"  way  the  fpirit  tare  him,  and  he  fell  on  the- ground,  and. 
*'  wallowed,  foaming."  From  which  paffages,  we  may 
perceive,  agreeable  to  what  has  been  obferved,  that  the 
rrcfciice  of  ChriR  increafed,  at  once,  the  rage  and  mife- 
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ry  of  the  unclean  fpirits.  Let  this  excite  us  to  pray,  that 
it  would  pleafe  God  to  reveal  himfelf  to  us  by  his  Spirit^ 
«nd  give  us  the  faving  knowledge  of  him,  as  he  is  ^*  io 
^^  Chrift  Jefus,  reconciling  the  world  to  himfelf." 

4.  Suffer  me,  on  this  occafion,  fliortly  to  addrefs  myielf 

to  thole,  who  are  ftrangers  to  true  religion*     Let  me  be- 

feech  them,  while  they  are  yet  in  the  way,  and  whilfl  the 

Spirit  of  God  is  driving  with  them,  in  his  word  and  ordi* 

nances,  to  lay  down  the  weapons  of  their  rebellion  againft 

him,  and  to  lay  hold,  by  faith,  on  the  atoning  blood  of 

Chrift  for  their  reconciliation  smd  peace.     Are  there  not 

fome  in  this  aflemUy,  who  have  yet  no  knowledge  of  God, 

but  that  which  makes  his  fervice  a  burden,  his  Sabbaths  a 

wearinefs,  and  his  people  contemptible  or  odious  ?     Are 

there  not  fome  tender  fpirits,  who  are  paflionate  lovers  of 

this  prefent  world,  but  unable  to  bear  the  view  of  morta- 

lity  and  mifery  in  their  fellow-creatures ;  who  tremble  at 

the  gloom  of  a  church-yard,  or  burying  vault,  and  turn 

pale  as  alhes  at  the  fight  of  a  death's  head,  or  an  open 

grave  ?  1  bcfeech  you,  my  beloved  hearers,  to  join,  with 

the  terror  of  divine  power,  the  riches  of  divine  grace; 

and  let  both  conilrain  you  to  ^'  acquaint  yourfelves  with 

*'  God,  and  be  at  peace,  that  thereby  good  may  come  un- 

•'  to  you."     I  know  no  way,  by  which  you  may  avoid 

meeting  with  the  king  of  teiTors;  but  you  may  fet  him  at 

defiance  under  the  protection  of  the  King  of  kings.  There 

is  no  profit  in  forgetting,  but  there  is  both  honor  and  pro- 

lit  in  conquering  death.     Some  are  unhappily  fuccefsful, 

for  a  feafon,  in  banifhing  every  difmal  idea  from   their 

minds.     The  falfe  and^flattering  pleafures  of  life  engrofs 

their  attention,  and  intoxicate  their  minds.  But  in  a  little 

time,  Behold  the  fupreme  Judge  "conieth  with  clouds, 

.**  and  every  eye  fliall  fee  him,  and  they  alio  which  pierced 

"  him ;  and  all  kindreds  of  the  earth  ftiall  wail  becaufe  of 

*'  him.'*     He  is  now  bcfceching  you  with  tendemefs,  and 

waiting  on  you  with  patience.     Embrace,  therefore,  the 

happy  feafon.     "  Kifs  the  Son,  left  he  be  angry,    and  ye 

•'  |>erifti  from  the  way,  when  his  wrath  is  kindled  but  a 

"  little  ;  bleifed are  all  they  that  put  their  tiufi  in  him." 
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5.  In  the  lafl  place,  you  may  fee  thereafon  why  every 
Iroly  good  man,  the  more  he  groweth  in  religion,  the 
more  he  groweth  in  humility.  Growth  in  religion  im- 
plies, or  carries  in  it,  a  growing  difcovery  of  the  glory  of 
God,  as  it  ihines  in  his  works,  his  word,  his  ordinances, 
his  providence.  This  neceifarily  leads  to  felf-abafement. 
O  how  contrary  to  religion  is  pride!  But,  above  all  others, 
how  abfurd,  criminal,  intolerable,  is  fpiritual  pride?  what 
a  proof  offelf-ignorance,  as  well  as  forgetfulnefs  of  God ! 
Thefirft  views  of  a  penitent  are  fixed  on  the  enormities 
of  his  life ;  but  when  thefe  are,  in  fome  meafure,  fuhdu- 
ed»  additional  difcoveries  of  the  glory  of  God  bring  forth 
the  latent  corruptions  of  his  heart.  What  affe£ting  com. 
plaints  does  that  eminent,  zealous,  faithful  minifler  of 
Chrift,  the  apoftle  Paul,  make  in  the  following  well  known 
paflage,  Rom.  vii.  18.  *'  For  I  know  that  in  me  (that  is, 
"  in  my  flefh)  dwelleth  no  good  thing :  for  to  will  is  pre- 
^  lent  with  me  ;  but  how  to  perform  that  which  is  good,  J 
•'  find  not."  And  verfe  23,  24.  '*  But  I  fee  another  law 
"  in  my  members,  warring  againft  the  law  of  my  mind, 
^  and  bringing  me  into  captivity  to  the  law  of  fin,  which 
"  is  in  my  members.  O  wretched  man  that  I  am !  who 
**  (hall  deliver  me  from  the  body  of  this  death  ?"  Nay, 
die  cleared  views  which  a  believer  can  take  of  thb  riches 
of  divine  mercy  through  a  Redeemer,  though  they  afford 
unfpeakable  confolation  in  God,  tend  alfo  deeply  to  hum- 
ble him,  under  a  fenfe  of  his  own  unworthinefs.  The 
do&rine  of  the  crofs  is  not  more  refrefhing  to  the  broken  in 
heart,  than  it  is  abating  to  the  proud ;  for  it  was  chofen 
of  God  for  this  very  purpofe,  "  that  no  flefh  fhould  glory 
*  in  his  prefence." 

On  the  whole,  my  brethren,  as  you  cannot  live  under 
the  dire&ion  of  a  better  habitual  principle,  fo  you  cannot 
prepare  for  any  aft  of  folemn  worlhip  more  properly,  than 
by  deep  humility.  To  improve  this  difpofition,  let  me 
intreat  you  to  make  a  ferious  and  impartial  fearch  into  the 
fins  you  have  been  guilty  of,  in  heart  and  converfation, 
by  omiffion  or  commiflion  ;  by  neglefting  your  duty  to 
God,  or  the  ill  performance  of  his  worfhip,  in  public,  in 
fsimily,  or  in  fecret ;    by  neglefting  your  duty  to  your 
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neighbour,  to  yourfclves,  to  your  relations ;  or  doing  tha 
which  is  wrong,  by  indulging,  in  any  meafure,  the  ''  lu( 
''  of  the  fiefli,  the  iuft  of  tlie  eye,  or  the  pride  of  life.* 
To  conclude  allf  you  will  never  have  a  more  fatisfyinj 
evidence,  tlial  yoqr  a{ls  of  wor(hip,  ordinary  or  more,  (c 
letnn,  have  been  acceptable  to  God,  than  if  they  ierve  t 
clothe  you  with  humility,  and  make  you  adopt  and  reliC 
the  words  of  Job  in  the  text:  '^  I  have  h^ard  of  thee  by  th 
'^  hearing  of  the  ear;  but  now  mine  eye  fceth  thee.  Where 
^^  for^i  9l>iior  my  (elf,  and  repent  in  dud  and  a(be3.'' 
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SERMON   23. 


Rev.  iiL  17, 

Because  thou  sayest  lam  rkh^  and  increased  xoith  goodt^  and 
have  need  of  nothing;  and  knoxvest  not  that  thou  art  wrstch^ 
edj  and  miserable^  and  poor  ^  and  blind j  and  nai^d* 

IN  order  to  preach  the  Gofpel  with  fuccefs,  it  is  neccf- 
(ary  that  we  ihould  begin,  by  eftablilhing  the  great 
and  fundamental  truths,  on  which  all  the  reft  are  built, 
and  to  which  they  conftantly  refer.  Nay»  it  is  neceflary, 
that  we  (hould  often  look  back  to  thefe,  and  fee  that  we  be 
not  off  the  foundation,  or  that  it  be  not  weakly,  or  imper- 
fe£tly  laid.  Of  this  fort,  I  take  the  guilt,  mifery  and 
weaknefs  of  our  nature  to  be;  and  therefore  have  chofen 
the  words  now  read,  as  the  fubjed  of  difcourfe,  in  which 
the  fpirit  of  God  reproves  the  &lf-fufficiency,  and  felf- 
righteoufnefs  of  the  church  of  Laalicea. 

Because  tbou  sayest  Jam  ricb^  and  increased  wthgoodsy 
yc.  I  fuppofe  you  will  all  eafily  undcrftand,  that  the 
words  are  figurative,  and  are  fpoken  entirely  with  a  viev/ 
to  the  fpiritual  ftate  of  that  church.  In  this  Hgl)t,  let  us 
confider  what  is  precifely  their  meaning. 

We  may  either  fuppofe,  that  this  charge  is  brought 
againft  the  church  of  Laodicea,  becaufe  there  were  many 
there,  under  the  profeflion  of  the  Gofpel,  who  were,  noc- 
withftanding,  ftill  in  a  natural  and  unrenewed  ftate— ^ 
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flrangers  to  the  power  of  religion ;  of  which,  thetr  being 
dins  unhumbled,  and  infenfible  of  their  guilt  and  mtfeiy; 
iKras  the  evidence ;  and  for  which  the  remedy  is  prefer ibed 
in  the  following  words  :  ^^  I  counfel  thee  to  boy  of  me 
^'  gold  tried  in  the  fire,  that  thou  mayeft  be  rich,  mA  white 
^  raiment  that  thou  mayeft'be  clothed,  and  that  the  fliame 
**  of  thy  nakednefs  do  not  appear ;  and  anoint  thine  eyes 
**  with  eye  falve,  that  thou  mayeft  fee.'* 

Or  we  may .  fiippofe,.  that  this  reproof  was  in  a  great 
meafure  applicable  to  them  all,  in  general ;  believers  and 
unbelievers ;  the  bed  of  them  being  exceedingly  prone  to 
truft  in  themfelves  that  they  were  righteous ;  indead  of 
that  humble  dependance  on  the  merit  and  grace  of  their 
Redeemer,  which  ought  not  only  to  be  the  refuge  of  the 
finner,  but  the  confidence  of  the  fjtint.  And  there  is  na 
queflion,  that  this  is  a  proper  caution  to  profeffing  Cbrif- 
^ans  in  every  age,  to  beware  of  fplitting  on  the  rock  of 
£:lffufficiency. 

But  as  this  difpofition  reigns  in  the  heart  of  every  one, 
that  is  yet  at  a  didance  from  God — is  the  foundation  of 
their  fecurity  and  impenitence,  and  is  what  they  muft  be 
brought  off  from,  before  they  can  be  reconciled  to  God ; 
it  is  for  their  benefit,  that  I  chieSy  defign  this  difcourfe, 
though  it  may  alfo  be  ufeful,  and  fhall  be  in  part,  applied 
to  the  children  of  God.  It  is  an  affecting  thought,  when 
purfued  to  its  confequences  ;  yet  alas !  it  is  unqueftiona* 
bly  true,  that  in  every  affembly,  fuch  as  this,  of  profeiQng 
Chriftians,  there  are  not  a  few,  who  are  in  the  gall  ofbiu 
temcss^  and  in  the  bond  of  iniqtdty^  under  the  wrath  of 
God,  and  liable  to  the  condemning  fentence  of  his  law  ; 
and  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  far  greatcft  part  of  them 
are  ignorant  of  it,  and  know  not,  that  they  are  wretcJbcd^ 
and  poor ^  and  blindy  and  naked. 

In  difcpurfing  farther  upon  this  fubjeft,  therefor^  I  Ihall 

I.  Endeavor  to  prove  and  illuftrate  this  truth :  that 
all  mankind  are  by  nature  in  a  (late  of  fin  and  mifery, 
sunder  the  bondage  of  corruption,  and  liabk  to  the  wrath 
pi  God. 
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IL  I  (ball  briefly  fliew  you,  that  being  brought  to  a 
lively  fenfe,  and  genuine  convi&ion  of  this,  is  the  lirft^ 
and  a  neceflary  (lep,  to  the  faving  knowledge  of  God,  in 
Chrift — And  in  the  last  place ^  fliall  make  fome  praflical 
improvement  of  the  fubjed. 

L  In  the  firft  place  then,  I  am  to  prove  and  illuftrate 
this  truth ;  that  all  mankind  are  by  nature  in  a  ilate  of 
fin  and  mifery,  under  the  bondage  of  corruption,  and  lia<» 
Ue  to  the  wrath  of  God.  What  is  faid  in  this  padage  of 
the  Laodiceans,  is  univerfally  true,  of  the  pofterity  of 
Adam.  Unlefs  an  inward  and  efTential  change  has  been 
wrought  upon  them  by  the  grace  of  God,  they  are  ^wreui^ 
id^  and  miserable^  and  poor ^  andblitid^  and  naked.  It  is 
alfo  true  of  them,  as  well  as  the  Laodiceans,  that  they 
know  it  noti  but  vainly  prefume  themfelves  to  be  ricb^ 
and  increafed  with  goods,  and  to  have  need  of  nothing. 
If  thefe  two  things  are  jointly  true  of  many  of  you  my 
hearers,  there  is  nothing  in  which  you  can  have  fo  great 
a  concern :  therefore,  let  me  earneftly  befeech  your  mod 
ferious  attention,  to  what  (hall  be  faid  :  as  the  fuccefs  of 
this  conviftion  is  neccflfary,  to  your  underftanding  or  pro- 
fitting  by  any  other  part  of  divine  truth,  as  I  (hall  after* 
wards  (hew  you. 

The  proof  of  the  truth  here  aflferted,  can  be  only  of  two 
kinds.  I.  From  fcripture  which  is  the  teftimony  of 
God  declaring  it.  2.  From  the  vifible  (late  of  the  world, 
and  our  own  experience  finding  it  to  be  fo. 

I.  That  all  mankind  are  by  na;ure  in  a  (late  of  fin 
and  mifery,  appears  from  the  exprels,  and  repeated  tedi- 
mony  of  the  word  of  God.  And  this  teftimony  we  have, 
not  only  in  particular  pa(rages,  carrying  the  truth,  but  ia 
the  (Irain  and  fpirit  of  the  whole,  and  the  feveral  dif- 
penfations  of  Divine  Providence  there  recorded,  which  are 
all  of  them,  built  upon  this  fuppofition,  and  intended  to 
remedy  this  universal  eviL 

See  what  God  declares:  Gen.  vi.  5,  "  And  God  faw 

-"  that  the  wickednefs  of  man  was  great  in  the  earth,  and 

^  that  every  imagination  of  the  thoughts  of  his  heart,  was 

"  only  evil  continually."     And  again,  "  the  imagination 


i6o  Man  in  bis  Natural  Ssaie* 

•*  of  man's  heiut  is  evil  from  bis  youth."  Wc  mky  ttke 
the  pfalmift  David's  teftimony  of  bimfcif,  as  a  fample  of 
the  reft  of  mankind ;  and  indeed  he  plainly  intimaited,  that 
it  is  a  common  calamity.  "  Who  can  underftarkt^his 
"  errors  ?  Cleanfe  thou  me  from  fecret  faults.  Behold  i 
*•  I  was  (hapen  in  iniquity,  and  in  fin  did  my  mother  con- 
"  ceive  me." 

We  may  take  alfo  the  teftimony  of  the  apofllc  PanI,  m 
his  epiftle  to  the  Romans,  which  is  the  more  full  tb  our 
prefent  purpofe,  that  as  he  had  never  been  at  Rome,  he 
is  there  laying  the  foundation  of  religion  in  general,  and 
the  Chriftian  difpenfation  in  particular,  by  a  clear  and 
explicit  proof  of  the  need  the  world  had  of  a  Saviour, 
from  its  univerfal  corruption  and  depravity.  See  tlicn 
what  he  fays — "  What  then  ?  Are  wc  better  than  they  ? 
*'  No,  in  no  wife,  for  we  have  before  proved  both  Jews  and  . 
**  Gcntilec,  that  they  are  all  under  fin.  As  it  is  written, 
•'  there  is  none  righteous,  no  not  one."  And  again— 
^«  Now  we  know  that  what  things  foever  the  law  faith,  it 
"  faith  to  them  who  are  under  the  law,  that  every  mouth 
"  may  be  (lopped,  and  all  the  world  may  become  guilty 
•*  before  God, — For  all  have  finned  and  come  fhort  of  the 
•*  glory  of  God." 

You  may  alfo  fee  that  the  apoftle  traces  this  diforder  to 
Its  very  fource — "  Wherefore  as  by  one  man  fin  entered 
"  into  the  world,  and  death  by  fin :  and  fo  death  paffed 
"  upon  all  men,  for  that  all  have  finned." 

I  (liall  add  but  one  exprefs  fcripture  teftimony  more. — 
**  And  you  hath  he  quickened,  who  were  dead  in  trefpaflcs 
"  and  fins." 

But  befides  the  particular  paflages  of  fcripture,  pofi- 
tively  declaring  this  truth,  the  whole  frame  and  contex- 
ture  of  the  fcriptures,  and  all  the  difpenlations  of  Divine 
Providence  recorded  in  them,  are  a  proof  of  the  fame 
thing.  Man  is  every  where  confidered  as  in  a  fallen  and 
finful  ftate.  Every  thing  that  is  prefcribed  to  him,  and 
every  thing  tl)at  is  done  for  him,  goes  upon  that  fuppofi- 
tion.  It  is  not  one  man,  or  a  few  men,  that  are  in  fcrip- 
ture called  to  repentance,  but  all  without  exception.-  Now 
repentance  is  only  the  duty  of  a  finner.     An  iimocent 
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perfon  qannot  repent ;  he  has  nothing  to  grieVe  for  in  his 
heart,  or  to  forfake  in  his  life.  It  is  alfo  proper  to  obferve, 
that  one  of  the  fcripture  charaftcrs  of  God  is,  Merciful 
and  graciouSy  slow  to  anger ^  forgimng  iniquity^  trans- 
gression and  sin.  Now,  he  could  not  be  to  us  a  forgiving 
God,  and  there  would  be  no  need  that  he  fliould  be  re- 
vealed under  that  character,  unlefs  we  were  (inners,  that 
flood  in  need  of  pardon.  Mercy,  indeed,  is  the  diflin- 
guiihing  attribute  of  God,  and  this  can  only  have  refpeft 
to  oflTenders.  AH  the  other  perfeflions  of  God,  might  be 
excrcifcd  towards  pure  and  holy  creatures ;  but  mercy, 
only  towards  finners.  He  might  be  a  good,  holy,  juft, 
wife,  powerful  God,  to  perfons  in  a  (late  of  innocence, 
but  he  can  fliew  mercy  only  to  the  guilty. 

Do  not  the  difpenfations  of  God's  providence  fliew 
the  fame  thing?  He  fent  the  flood,  as  a  tefiimony  of  the 
wickednefs  of  the  world,  and  for  the  punifliment  of  a 
guilty  race.  Remember  alfo  the  facrifices,  which  were 
appointed,  and  accepted  by  God,  from  the  beginning  of 
the  world.  Sacrifices  are  for  atonement,  and  expiation. 
They  are  plainly  a  fubditution  in  the  room  of  a  forfeited 
life.  It  is  doing  violence  to  common  fenfe,  to  make  them 
any  thing  elfs.  The  whole  Jcwifli  economy,  which  had 
in  it  fo  many  facrifices,  fo  many  oircrings.  To  many  wafli- 
in:;s  and  purifications,  does  plainly  fuppofe,  the  perfon 
ufing  them  to  be  infefted  with  fin,  or  moral  pollution. 
Had  not  this  been  the  cafe,  they  haS  been  extremely  ab- 
furd  and  improper* 

But  the  firongeft  tefiimony  of  all,  that  God  hath  given 
to  the  guilt  and  corruption  of  mankind,  is  his  fending  his 
own  Son  into  the  world,  to  redeem  them,  by  the  facrifice 
of  himfelf — To  what  pi-.rpofe  redeem  them,  if  they  were 
not  in  bondage  ?  Why  fo  collly  an  expiation,  if  our  lives 
had  not  been  forfeited  to  divine  jullice  ?  But  that  it  was 
for  this  purpofe,  that  Chrill  came  into  the  world,  is  fo 
plain,  from  tiie  whole  of  the  fcriptures,  that  I  (hall  felecl 
but  one  paffige  out  of  many,  to  prove  it — "  Whom  God 
•'hath  fet  forth  to  be  a  propitiation,  throu2:h  faith  in  his 
"  blood,  to  declare  his  righteoufnefs,  for  the  remiflion  of 
"  fins  that  are  paft,  through  the  forbearance  of  Gcd.*' 

Vol.  II.  X 
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What  is  faid  already  on  this  head,  is  a  full  proof  from 
fcripture,  that  man  is  now,  by  nature,  in  a  (late  of  fin ; 
that  he  is  atfo,  in  confequence  of  that,  in  a  (late  of  miferyy 
and  liable  to  the  wrath  of  God,  is  proved  by  many  of  the 
fame  paffages,  and  by  many  others — *^  For  the  wrath  rf 
"  God  is  revealed  from  Heaven  againft  all  ungodlineist 
"  *and  unrighteoufnefs  of  men,  who  hold  the  truth  in  un- 
"  righteoufnefs — For  the  wages  of  fin  is  death,"  &c.  But 
I  need  not  multiply  paflages  to  this  pnrpofe ;  for  in  all 
God's  difpenfations,  the  deferved  punishment  of  finners 
is  as  evident  as  their  finfulnefs  itfeif.  It  is  indeed  fiilly 
proved,  from  the  effential  perfections  of  God,  particular- 
ly his  holinefs  and  juftice.  He  is  of  purer  eyes  than  that 
he  can  behold  iniquity.  Evil  cannot  dwell  with  inm^ 
nor  fools ^  that  is,  finners,  stand  in  bis  sigbt. 

Is  not  all  this  then  my  brethren,  a  fufficient  proof,  from 
the  tedimony  of  God,  that  man  in  a  natural  (late,  is  finfiil 
and  miferableT  (hall  we  affirm  ourfelves  to  be  whole,  if  he 
faith  we  are  unfound  ?  Do  we  know  more  than  Grod  ? 
Will  we  not  give  credit  to  the  fountain  of  truth  ?  Nor  is  it 
any  objeftion  to  this,  that  we  ourfelves  know  it  not,  or  are 
but  little  fenfibleof  it.  One  confiderable  part  of  the  dif- 
caie,  is  blindnefs  of  underflanding :  fo  that  we  may,  and 
muii,  till  our  eyes  are  opened,  be  ignorant  of  our  danger 
— We  may  think  and  fay,  that  we  are  rich,  and  increafed 
in  goods,  and  have  need  of  nothing,  while  we  are  wretched 
and  miserable^  and  Hind  and  naked. 

2.  The  fame  thing  appears  irom  the  vifible  (late  of  the 
world,  and  our  own  experience.  Unbelievers  are  apt  to 
hear  with  indifference  and  negleft,  what  they  are  told 
from  fcripture  tedimony,  unlefs  otherwife  confirmed  to 
them;  and  it  is  with  the  unbeliever  we  have  now  to  do. 
Befides,  the  eftablifhnient  of  this  truth,  upon  other  evi- 
dence than  that  of  fcripture,  ought  to  have  a  powerful  in- 
fluence, in  inducing  men  to  believe  the  other  truths  in 
fcripture,  that  are  connefted  with  and  founded  upon  it. 
I  think  it  therefore,  highly  proper,  to  lay  before  you  what 
evidence  we  have  of  our  loll  (late,  from  the  obfervation  of 
the  world,  though  the  fcriptures  had  been  filent.  I  would 
likewife  recommend  to  all,  what  (hall  be  faid  on  this  fub- 
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jcft,  to  prefcrve  your  faith  unfhaken,  and  keep  you  from 
blafphemous,  unbelieving  thoughts,  if  at  any  time  you 
fliould  be  tempted  to  them  :  fince  even  unenlightened 
reafon  confirms  the  foundation  of  divine  truth,  and  na- 
turc,  and  providence  confpire  in  preaching  the  dodlrine 
of  divine  grace. 

Now,  doth  not  our  experience,  as  well  as  the  obferva- 
don  of  others,  (hew  us,  that  we  are  born  in  fin,  and  con- 
ceived in  iniquity  ?  May  we  not  fay  from  our  own  know- 
ledge,  that  the  imaginations  of  the  heart  of  man,  are  only 
evil  fipom  his  youth,  and  that  continually?  Is  there  not  a 
pronenefs,  and  tendency  to  evil,  univerfally  to  be  obfcrved 
ill  mankind  ?  and  a  backwardnefs  and  averfion  to  that 
which  is  good?  Is  not  this  apparent  even  in  children, 
upon  the  firft  dawn  of  reafon  in  their  minds,  and  the  firft 
fight  of  choice  or  inclination  in  their  hearts?  Surely  it  muft 
be  owned,  that  in  that  early  period,  they  are  at  leaft  com- 
fiaratively  innoctnt — If  any  among  us,  is  without  fin,  it 
muft  be  the  youngeft;  yet  folly  is  bound  in  the  heart  of  a 
child.  How  hard  is  it  to  guard  them  from  evil,  and  to  in- 
fpire  them  with  good  difpofitions,  even  by  the  wifeft  and 
earlieft  care,  in  their  inllruflion  ?  and  even  after  the  moft 
fuccefsful  pains,  are  there  not  ftill  many  remaining  ble- 
miflies,  through  the  prevalence  of  corrupt  nature,  which 
fliew,  that  the  ground-work  itfelf,  was  faulty  ?  But  on  the 
contrary,  how  eafily  do  men  learn  that  which  is  evil  ? 
Do  they  need  to  be  taught?  Is  it  not  enough  to  give  them 
licence?  How  juft  is  that defcription  in  Jeremiah?  They 
are  noise  to  do  evil^  but  to  do  good  they  have  no  knowledge.  I 
am  fiir  from  denying,  that  men  are  improved  and  forward- 
ed in  fin,  by  inftrudion  and  example,  as  well  as  in  that 
which  is  good:  but  it  is  plain,  they  are  far  apter  fcholars, 
in  the  firft,  than  in  the  lad;  which  plainly  ftiews  they  are 
more  powerfully  difpofed  to  it  by  nature.  Nay,  is  it  not 
evident,  from  the  univerfal  experience  and  teftimony  of 
thofe,  who  aft  from  a  principle  of  Religion;  that  it  is  ex- 
tremely  difficult,  with  all  the  care  they  can  take,  to  refift 
the  propenfity  of  nature  to  the  contrary  ?  And  that  in  the 
beft,  it  often  gets  the  fuperiority,  when  they  are  off  their 
guard  ?  Is  not  this  an  evidence  of  the  depravity  and  cor- 
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ruption  of  human  nature,  and  its  tendency  to  evil  ?  Are 
tiiofe  who  hate  fin,  often  overcome  by  it,  and  (hall  thob 
who  love  it,  prefume  to  fay,  tiiey  are  free  from  it? 

If  any  fliould  a(k,  how  I  prove  that  that  courfe  of  adtion 
to  which  human  nature  is  inclined  is  evil,  without  the  af- 
fiftance  of  fcripture  ?  I  anfwer,  from  reafon ;  and  that 
many  ways — from  its  pernicious  efi*c6ls  on  focieties,  and 
private  i>crfons;  from  the  teftimony  of  the  world  in  ge- 
neral, when  others  than  themfelves  ar^  concerned,  and 
from  the  tellimony  of  every  man's  confcience  in  his  own 
cafe.  Who  is  there,  that  does  not  often  feel  in  himfelf,  a 
powerful  tendency  to  what  he  cannot  but  in  his  heart  con^ 
demn?  Is  not  his  confcience  God's  vicegerent  ?  and  doth 
notnatural  religion,  as  well  as  the  religion  of  Chrift,  de- 
clare him  corrupt  ?  So  that  1  may  fay  with  the  Apoftlc 
Paul,  not  citing  the  palFage  as  a  proof,  but  as  an  illudrati- 
on  and  defcription  of  the  chara£ler,  and  flate  of  natural 
men,  "  For  when  the  Gentiles  which  have  not  the  law,  do 
"  by  nature  the  things  contained  in  the  law;  tliefe  having 
^*  not  the  law,  are  a  law  unto  themfelves,  which  fhew  the 
"  work  of  the  law  written  in  their  hearts,  their  confcience 
"  alfo  bearing  witnefs,  and  their  thoughts,  the  meanwhile,. 
"  accufin>;  or  elfe  excufing  one  another." 

Thus  there  is  as  much  light  remaining  with  us  fince 
the  fall,  as  to  (hew,  that  we  are  out  of  the  way,  but  not  to 
bring  us  back  to  it  again. 

As  a  ferious  confideration  of  the  ftate  of  the  wicked  may 
fliew  us  our  natural  impurity,  fo  it  hath  been  long  ago  dif- 
covered,  and  confcffed  by  many  of  the  ancient  heathens^ 
who  never  heard  of  the  name  of  Chrifl,  nor  knew  of  the 
remedy.  Thefe,  difcerning  by  nature,  the  perfeftly  pure 
and  holy  nature  of  God,  and  comparing  it  with  the  clifpofi* 
tions  prevalent  in  man,  could  not  reconcile  them  together; 
but  concluded,  that  a- creature  fo  corrupt,  could  not  come 
in  that  condition  out  of  the  hands  of  its  Creator.  This 
difficulty  fome  of  them  endeavored  tp  folve  by  a  flate  of 
pre-exiftence ;  which  bears  fome  refeniblance  to  the  true 
Iblution,  given  of  it  in  the  holy  fcripture:  viz.  the  apoftacy 
of  our  firfl:  parents;  which  entailed  a  corrupted  nature 
upon  their  pofltrity,  in  which  the  light  of  nature  and  re- 
yeakd  truth,  fcem  almofl  wliolly  to  coincide. 
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It  is  to  the  fame  thing  that  I  cannot  help  attributing  the 
praftice,  that  fo  univerrally  prevailed  over  the  heathen 
world,  before  the  coming  of  Chrift,  of  offering  sacrifices^ 
to  appeafe  the  wrath  of  the  deity,  fuppofed  to  be  offended. 
Thai  the  cuftom  of  facrificing  prevailed  very  generally, 
perhaps  univerfally  among  the  heathen  nations,  at  the 
greateft  dillance  from,  and  having  no  correfpondence 
with  each  other,  is  a  certain  and  unqueilionabtle  faA.  Nei- 
ther do  I  fee  to  what  caufe  we  can  afcribe  it,  unlefs  to  one 
of  thefe  two;  either  an  ancient  tradition,  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  world,  and  fpread  with  the  inhabitants  through 
the  feveral  parts  of  it,  as  they  feparated  and  peopled  it ; 
or  to  the  common  condition  of  human  nature,  which  dic- 
tatetl  the  fame  thing  to  perfons  in  fuch  diftant  places* 

If  the  firft  of  thefe  fuppofitions  is  embraced,  which  in- 
deed I  fuppofc  to  be  the  truth,  it  appears  that  facrifices 
were  appointed  by  God  to  man  in  his  fallen  (late,  for  the 
pardon  of  fm,  and  that  they  had  reference  to  the  great  pro* 
pitiatory  facrifice  of  Chrift  upon  the  crofs. 

If  we  prefer  the  lail  fuppoficibn,  it  would  feem  as  if  the 
confcioufnefs  of  guilt  had  uniformly  prompted  men  in  all 
ages  and  nations,  to  offer  up  fome  atonement  for  their  of* 
fences.  In  both  cafes,  it  equally  ferves  to  prove  the  cor- 
ruption and  finfulnefs  of  human  nature. 

Now,  as  what  hath  been  faid,  plainly  proves  the  impu- 
rity of  man  in  his  natural  ilate,  fo  his  mifery  ami  liable- 
nefs  to  punidiment  may  alfo  be  proved ;  both  as  a  natu- 
ral confequence  of  his  finfulnefs,  and  even  more  plainly 
by  itfelf.  There  is  not  only  a  confiderablc  degree  of  adlu- 
al  mi^fery  in  the  world,  but  plain  prefages  of  more  to  fol- 
low it  in  the  world  to  come.  Need  I  take  up  much  time, 
in  enumerating  the  feveral  mifcries  and  calamities  inci- 
dent  to  human  life  ?  Are  not  oppreffion  and  injury  from 
one  another,  poverty,  ficknefs,  pain  and  death,  the  plain 
fruits  of  fin,  and  vifible  tokens  of  God's  difpleafure  ?  Man 
with  fome  marks  of  fuperiority  and  excellence  of  nature, 
is  even,  by  means  of  his  fuperiority,  his  knowledge,  and 
forefight  of  his  own  fufferings,  more  miferable,  than  any 
other  of  the  creatures,  that  is  equally  fubje£t  to  the  flrokc 
pi  death. 
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To  the  whole,  I  fliall  only  fubyoin  one  confideratioa 
more,  which  is  applicable  to  both  parts  of  the  argument — 
I  have  often  thought,  that  the  natural  terror  and  fear^ 
With  wbicb  men  are  possest  of  the  presence  of  God^  or  arvf 
remarkable  token  of  bis  power ^  is  nothing  else  but  an  if§* 
dication  of  guilt,  or  an  apprehension  of  v)ratb. 

You  may  fee  fome  incidents  in  fcripture,  from  wluch 
it  is  natural  to  conclude,  that  when  God  makes  any  viii. 
ble  manifedation  of  his  glory,  or  fends  any  of  his  angels 
or  minifters  from  heaven  to  earth  ;  thofe  who  are  prefent, 
are  filled  with  the  utmoft  dread  and  terror. 

Thus  in  the  relation  given  of  God's  appearance  upon 
Mount  Sinai,  it  is  faid ;  **  And  fo  terrible  was  the  fight, 
•*  that  Mofes  faid,  I  exceedingly  fear  and  qualce."  See 
another  example,  in  Ifaiah — "  Then  faid  I,  woe  is  me, 
**  for  I  am  undone,  becaufe  I  am  a  man  of  unclean  lips ; 
•*  for  mine  eyes  have  feen  the  King,  the  Lord  of  Hofts.'* 
And  in  the  New  Teftament,  in  the  apoftle  John — ^^  And 
*•  when  I  faw  him,  I  fell  at  his  feet  as  dead." 

And  is  not  this  always  the  cafe,  in  all  ages,  that  upon 
any  remarkable  appearance  of  an  inhabitant  of  the  other 
world,  or  even  when  any  fuch  thing  is  falfely  apprehend- 
ed, the  inhabitants  of  this  world  are  filled  with  extraordi- 
nary terror  ?  What  is  this  do  you  imagine,  but  confci- 
oufnefs  of  guilt,  and  apprehenfion  of  vengeance  ? 

Innocence  has  no  enemy,  and  it  has  nothing  to  fear. 
We  are  all  in  much  the  fame  cafe  with  Adam,  immedi- 
ately  after  his  firft  tranfgrcfliGn  ;  when  he  heard  God's 
voice  in  the  garden,  he  was  afraid^  and  fedy  and  bid 
bimself---~We  read  of  no  fuch  fear  poflefling  him,  while  he 
retained  his  innocence,  but  as  foon  as  he  had  finned,  he 
began  to  dread  an  avenging  God. 

From  all  this  then,  I  would  conclude,  that  reafon  ac- 
cords with  fcripture,  in  faying,  that  all  have  sinned  and 
come  short  of  the  glory  of  God:  that  man  in  a  natural 
ftate,  is  wretched  and  miserable,  and  poor^  and  blind^ 
and  flaked. 
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SERMON  24. 


Rev.  iit.  17. 


Beceuie  thou  say  est  lam  rlchj  and  increased  with  goods,  and 
have  need  of  nothing;  and  knowest  not  that  thou  art  wretch* 
edj  and  miserable^  and  poor  y  andblind^  and  naked. 


HAVING  in  a  former  difcourfe,  proved,  and  illuf- 
trated  this  truth ;  that  all  mankind  are  by  nature 
in  a  ilate  of  fin  and  mifery,  under  the  bondage  of  corrup- 
tion, and  liable  to  the  wrath  of  God  : — I  proceed  now  to 
the  second  thing  propofed,  which  was  to  fliew  you,  that 
being  brought  to  a  lively  fcnfe  and  ji;enuine  convi6\ion  of 
this,  is  the  firft,  and  a  neceffary  ftep  to  the  faving  know- 
ledge  of  God  in  Chrift. 

On  this,  I  (hall  not  need  to  fpend  much  time,  as  it  is 
fo  exceedingly  plain,  both  in  itfelf,  and  from  what  hath 
been  already  faid — It  is  however  neceffary  to  fet  it  clearly 
before  you,  in  order  to  lay  a  foundation  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  fubjedl. 

If  the  dodtrine  of  Chrift,  and  of  him  crucified,  proceeds 
upon  the  fuppofition  of  our  finful  and  miferable  condition 
by  nature  ;  then  furely,  it  can  neither  be  valued,  embra- 
ced,  nor  improved ;  and  indeed,  1  think  hardly  under- 
Iloodi  by  thofe  who  know  not  this  their  natural  ilate. 
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What  Chrift  hath  done,  and  promifes  to  do  in  our  behalf, 
is  defigned  as  a  remedy  for  our  diftrefTed  condition ;  and 
therefore,  till  the  diflrefs  is  known,  the  remedy  will  be 
fet  at  nought.  If  a  phyfician  (hould  offer  his  care  and  (kill 
for  the  recovery  of  a  man,  who  efteemed  himfelf  in  perfcft 
health,  would  he  not  deride  the  propofal,  fo  long  as  he 
continued  in  that  opinion  ?  If  any  man  fliould  offer  a 
charitable  fupply  of  clothes  and  food,  to  one  who  imagi- 
ned himfelf  immenfely  rich,  and  gloried  in  his  riches ; 
would  he  not  look  upon  it  as  the  grofleft  infult  ? 

Jufl  fo  is  the  gofpel  treated,  by  all  fuch  as  fee  not  their 
mifery.     What  is  the  fubftance  of  the  gofpel  ?     *  To  you 

*  O  men,  I  call,  and  my  voice  is  to  the  fons  of  men. 

*  Behold !     I  preach  to  you  Chrift  crucified,  a  Saviour 

*  fuited  to  your  neceffities,  able  to  fave  to  the  uttermoft 

*  all  that  come  to  God  through  him.     He  is  well  fitted  to 

*  be  a  mediator,  between  you  and  your  offended  Maker. 

*  He  hath  offered  himfelf  up,  a  facrifice  to  the  juftice  of 

*  God  for  your  fins,  by  the  merit  of  which,  you  may  be 

*  faved  from  deferved  and  impending  ruin.     He  offers 

*  himfelf  as  a  guide,  to  diredt  your  feet  in  the  way  of  peace 
'  — to  ftand  by  you  in  the  difficulties  and  dangers  to 

*  which  you  are  expofed,  and  to  give  you  by  his  com- 
'  municated  ftrength,  a  complete  victory  over  all  your 

*  enemies.* 

What  reply  doth  the  unconvinced  finner  make  to  all 
this  ?  Why  he  faith,  '  I  know  nothing  of  this  mifery  you 

*  fuppofe,  wherefore  then  a  Saviour  ?     I  fee  no  fin,  v/hat 

*  neceffity  then,  for  an  atonement  ?     I  fear  no  wrath, 

*  therefore  will  feek  for  no  Intercefibr.  My  eyes  are  open, 

*  therefore  I  will  have  no  guide.     I  know  of  no  enemies, 

*  and  therefore,  will  not  enter  into  contention  with  a  (ha- 

*  dow,  or  flee  when  no  man  purfueth.' 

Thefe,  my  brethren,  are  either  direftly,  or  implicitly, 
the  thoughts  of  men,  in  a  fecure  and  unconvinced  ftate  ; 
and  while  they  are  fo,  they  can  fee  no  form  nor  comelinefs 
in  the  Saviour,  nor  any  beauty,  that  they  fliouId  defire 
him. 

It  is  otherwife  with  the  broken  in  fpirit.  He  fees  his 
own  vilcnefs  and  unworthinefs,  and  therefore  cannot 
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hk  bi$  tyes  to  CJod,  but  through  the  atoning  blood  of 
Chrift.  He  fears  the  croengir  of  bloody  and  therefore  flees 
to  the  city  of  refuge — The  meffage  of  the  gofpel  is  to 
him  indeed  glad  tidings  of  great  joy,  and  he  counts  it  a 
fiitthful  faying  and  wortiy  of  all  acceptation. 

The  juftice  of  this  reprefcntalion  you  may  fee,  from 
what  our  Saviour  himfelf  fays  of  the  end  of  his  coming. 
•*  They  that  be  whole  need  not  a  phyficianj  but  they  that 
"  arc  fick :  But  go  ye  and  learn  what  that  meaneth,  I  will 
•*  have  mercy  and  not  facrifice ;  for  I  am  not  come  to  call 
•*  the  righteous^  but  fmners  to  repentance." 

See  alfo  the  terms  of  his  invitation.  "  Come  unto  me 
•*  all  ye  that  labor  and  are  heavy  laden^  and  I  will  give 
"  you  reft.'* 

Appetite,  and  knowledge  of  lieceffity^  is  firft  i-equired, 
or  fuppofed,  to  the  beftowing  of  Gofpel  blcflSngs — *'  Ho ! 
*•  every  one  that  thirfteth,  come  ye  to  the  waters," 

I  ihall  only  add,  that  we  find  by  the  inftances  recorded 
in  fcripture,  of  fuch  as  were  converted  by  the  preaching 
of  the  gofpel ;  that  their  converfion  took  its  rife  from 
conviftion  of  fin — "  Now  when  they  heard  this,  they  were 
**  pricked  in  their  hearts,  and  faid  unto  Peter,  and  to  the 
•*  reft  of  the  apoflles,  men  and  brethren,  what  fhall  we 
"  do  ?"  See  alfo  the  inftance  of  the  jailor — "  Then  he 
**  called  for  a  light,  and  fprang  in,  and  came  trembling, 
**  and  fell  down  before  Paul  and  Silas  :  And  brought  them 
*'  out,  and  faid  firs,  what  muft  I  do  to  be  faved  ?'* 

Repentance  unto  life,  and  the  return  of  the  finner  to 
God,  proceeds  from  the  fame  caufe,  in  every  age.  Who 
are  the  perfons  who  belicvingly  apply  to  Chrift  for  the 
pardon  of  their  fins,  but  thofe  who  fee  they  are  undone 
without  him  ?  Who  are  the  perfons  in  whofe  eyes  he  is 
moft  precious,  and  who  maintain  the  moft  habttual  de- 
pendance  upon  him  ?  Are  they  not  thofe  who  have  been 
moft  effeftually  humbled,  and  fee  their  own  infufficiency 
for  any  thing  that  is  good  ? 

From  all  this  I  conclude,  that  none  can  come  to  Chrift 
by  faith,  but  thofe  who  fee  themfelves  to  be  ivretcbedy 
and  miserable^  and  blind^  and  naked. 

Vol.  II.  Y 
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Let  us  now  make  fome  improvement,  of  what  hath 
been  faid  upon  this  fubje£t,  for  yt)ur  inftru£tion  and  4i- 
redlion. 

I.  I  would  improve  what  has  been  faid  on  this  fubjefl^ 
for  difcovering  the  danger  of  many  among  us,  who  have 
never  yet  been  brought  to  a  juft  fenfe  of  their  chart£ler 
and  ftate.  Even  the  general  belief,  that  fuch  often  have 
in  the  fcriptures,  may  fhew  them  what  they  have  to  lean 
I  might  no  doubt  firft  of  all  obferve,  how  very  guilty  and 
miferable  thofe  are,  who  are  mod  notorious  for  fins,  of  the 
groflefl  and  mod  fiiameful  kind.  But  my  fubjedt  leads 
me  more  directly  to  confider,  who  are  in  general,  unre- 
newcd^  than  to  mark  the  feveral  degrees  of  guilt  in  parti- 
cular finners.  From  the  text  therefore,  and  the  illuflra- 
tionof  it,  I  am  authorized  to  declare  to  you,  and/^^- 
seecb  you  to  bear  it  with  application  ;  that  all  fuch  as  were 
never  brought  to  a  real,  difcovery,  and  inward  fenfe  of 
their  miferable  condition  by  nature,  are  (lill  in  a  (late  of 
wrath,  and  ilrangers  to  the  power  of  religion,  whatever 
may  be  their  profeffion,  and  whatever  may  be  their  pre- 
fent  peace.  Oh  !  how  eafy  is  it,  to  lay  afleep  a  natural 
confcience,  and  to  keep  a  deceitful  corrupt  heart  in  a 
Hate  of  eafe  and  fecurity  ?  Some  formality  in  outward  du- 
ty, fome  moderation  iri  fin,  fo  to  fpeak,  the  natural  de- 
cay and  weaknefs  of  human  paffions,  or  youthful  lulls, 
in  a  charadltr  formed  by  human  prudence,  and  regula- 
ted by  health,  credit  or  gain,  is  often  made  to  fupply  the 
place  of  a  heart  renewed  by  the  fpirit  and  grace  of  God. 
But  confider,  I  befeech  you,  that  though  fome  may  be 
ten-fold  more  the  children  of  the  devil  than  others,  yet 
all  by  nature,  are  the  fervants  of  fin  ;  and  "  except  a  man 
"  be  born  again,  he  cannot  fee  the  kingdom  of  God." — 
It  is  not  only  fuch  as  are  profane,  or  unclean ;  fuch  as 
riot  in  brutilh  fcnfuality  ;  fuch  as  are  the  plagues  of  hu- 
man fociety  ;  who  live  in  brawls  and  contention ;  but  all, 
in  whom  an  eflcntial  change  has  never  been  wrought, 
that  are  thus  concluded  under  condemnation. 

It  is  ufual  for  men  to  take  encouragement,  from  feeing 
others  worfe  than  thenifelves;  and  to  confider  all  the 
llircatenings  in  fcripture,  as  levelled  againfl  the  chief  and 
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capital  offenders ;  but  my  text  is  chiefly  dire£ted  to  fuch 
as  fay  they  are  **  rich,  and  increafcd  with  goods."  Can 
yoa  fay  then,  my  brethren,  that  you  have  been  brought 
under  genuine  coiiviflions  of  fin  ?  Have  you  been  obli- 
ged to  fall  down  proftrate  before  God,  when  fitting  upon 
the  throne  of  hi$  holinefs  ?  Have  you  found  the  fentence 
of  death  in  yourfelves,  and  difcovered  no  remedy  but  in 
Chrift  ?  If  this  has  never  been  your  cafe,  you  have  reafon 
to  fear,  that  you  are  yet  "  in  tlie  gall  of  bittemefs,  and  in 
**  the  bond  of  iniquity.*' 

But  I  muft  tell  you  alfo,  that  this  is  matter  of  feeling 
more  than  of  profeffion.  It  is  not  enough  to  fpeak  ho- 
norably of  Chrift,  or  of  his  works.  Many  do  fo,  who  ne- 
vcr  felt  their  neceffity,  or  ferioufly  and  in  good  earned 
applied  to  him.  It  were  a  happy  thing;  if  all  among  our 
hearers,  who  call  for  evangelical  preaching,  who  quarrel 
with  us  when  they  think  we  do  not  preach  the  Saviour's 
crofs — the  loft  ftate  of  man,  and  the  doClrine  of  free  grace, 
were  experimentally  acquainted  with  thefe  truths.  Many 
fuch  have  only  been  accuftomed  to  hear  the  Redeemer 
fpoken  of  with  reverence.  They  may  be  able  to  imitate 
the  language  of  fome  of  his  fcrvants,  though  they  know 
very  little  of  that  brokennefs  of  fpirit,  which  accompanies 
true  repentance. 

But  left  this  ftiould  be  in  any  meafure  miftaken,  I  muft 
make  thefe  two  obfervations — the  first  is,  that  a  lively 
fenfe  and  deep  convidtion  of  fin,  is,  properly  fpeakinj, 
but  a  negative  mark  of  true  religion  ;  giving  us  to  know, 
that  the  unhumbled  are  yet  impenitent.  For  it  is  certain, 
that  many  have  been  under  very  ftrong  convidlions,  nay, 
have  been  driven  to  the  very  borders  of  defpair  with  ter- 
ror, who  yet  never  were  effeftually  changed,  but  ftifled 
their  conviftions,  and  returned  to  their  former  fecurity  of 
heart,  and  carelefsnefs  of  life. 

Secondly,  there  may  be  fome  on  the  other  hand,  who 
are  truly  born  of  God^  in  whom  the  terrors  of  conviStion 
have  not  been  very  remarkable.  This  happens  moft  fre- 
quently  in  the  cafe  of  thofe,  who  are  called  in  their  infan* 
cy,  or  earlier  years,  and  who  have  had  the  advantage  of  a 
careful,  and  pious  education.     It  would  be  deftruftivc  of 
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the  comforts  of  God's  children  to  lay  down  me  metbodj  in 
which  he  always  proceeds.  He  is  free  and  fovercign,  in 
the  manner  of  his  dealing  with  finners ;  and  foftens  fome 
hearts  by  kindnefs,  as  well  as  others  by  corre&ion.  So 
that  if  the  end  be  brought  about,  we  neeid  be  lefs  foUci^ous 
about  the  fteps  of  his  procedure.  Yet  I  think  humility  of 
fpirit  is  infeparable  from  real  religion ;  and  if  it  be  lefs 
vifible  in  the  anguifli  of  repentance,  it  will  be  Hill  mant* 
/eft  in  the  temper  of  the  penitent. 

II.  Let  n>e  now,  for  tlie  improvement  of  this  fubje£l, 
lay  down  a  few  of  the  bed  and  moft  foUd  evidences  ci  ge« 
nuine  convi£tion  of  fm.     AikI, 

1.  It  is  ^  good  tign  that  conviflion  is  genuine^  wiicn 
there  is  a  clear  and  deep  apprehenlion  of  the  evil  of  fin, 
as  well  as  the  danger  of  it.  When  the  mind  dwells  not 
pnly  on  the  atrocity  of  particular  crimes,  but  on  the  a^ 
gravation  of  all  0n,  as  fuch :  When  the  finner  is  truly 
offended  with  bimfelfi  for  departing  from  his  Maker^s  fer- 
vice ;  breaking  his  holy  laws ;  forgetting  or  defpifing  hm 
innumerable  mercies.  There  may  be,  ^nd  there  is  often 
an  apprehenfion  of  fuffering  when  ther^  is  little  fenfe  of 
the  evil  of  fin  :  but  the  convi£tion  is  then  genuine,  whe^ 
it  makes  the  finner  not  only  remember  what  he  has  done, 
but  confess  ^bat  Ik'  bas  deservefi. 

2.  It  is  a  good  evidence,  when  the  fenfe  of  the  evil  of 
fin  abides  ami  grows,  even  though  the  fear  of  wrath  may 
in  a  great  meafure  have  abated. 

It  is  obfervable,  that  con vi6\ion  of  fin  ufually  takes  its 
rife  from  fome  grofspr  heinous  a£ts,  which  firft  alarm  tlie 
conicience,  and  in  fuch  a  filvialion  the  attention  o^'  the  pe- 
nitent is  fixed  on  nothing  elfe  but  the  enormities  of  bis 
life.  If  this  view  continues,  and  produces  its  effe£ts^  be 
is  foon  brought  to  fee  and  confefs  the  inherent  vanity  of 
his  heart ;  the  worldlinefs  of  his  affedions ;  and  the  un- 
profitablenefs  of  his  converfatipn.  It  is  a  very  common 
thing  for  perfons  who  ieem  to  have  fon^e  fenfe  of  ti)e  com- 
million  of  crimes,  to  have  little  or  i>o  kj[\k  at  alt  of  the 
iiegled  of  duty,  ainl  of  living  daily  to  themfcives.  It 
was  a  heavy  charge,  however,  brought    bj'  the  propliet 
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againft  Bdlhazzar :  **  And  the  God  in  whofe  hand  thy 
<^  breath  i^  and  whofe  are  all  thy  ways,  baft  tbou  not  glo- 
^^  rified."  Wherever  there  is  true  repentance,  though 
there  may  be  the  greateft  peace  of  mind,  there  will  be  ^• 
fo  a  deep  and  growing  fenfe  of  the  evil  of  fin,  and  the 
oUig^tion  of  being  habitually  devoted  to  God. 

3«  It  18  a  good  evidence^  when  there  is  a  continued 
and  growing  efteem  of  the  neceffity  and  value  of  the  me- 
diation of  Cbrifl.  It  was  to  fave  fmners  that  he  came. 
A  fenfe  of  fin  is  neceflfary  to  our  receiving  him ;  and  in 
proportion  to  its  ftrength  will  certainly  be  our  attachment 
to  him.  This  indeed,  is  the  great  and  vital  principle  of 
the  fpiritual  life — ^' I  am  crucified  with  Chrift,  neverthe* 
^*  lefs  I  live,  yet  not  I,  but  Chrift  liveth  in  me :  and  the 
^^  life  whicii  I  now  live  in  the  flefti,  I  live  by  the  faith  of 
**  the  Son  of  God ;  who  loved  me,  and  gave  himfelf  to 
"  die  for  me,'* 

4.  The  beft  and  fureft  mark  of  real  conviflion  of  fin^ 
is,  if  it  leaves  you  po&fied  of  a  deep  hatred  and  abhor* 
rence  of  it,  and  a  daily  folicitude  ta  fly  from  it;  Some 
may  counterfeit  a  fenfe  of  the  evil  of  fin  to  thefa*  own 
hearts;  may  have  a  real  fear  of  its  bitter  con&quences ; 
and  even  a  prefumptuous  reliance  on  Chrift  for  pardon ; 
and  yet  may,  in  fome  inftances,  adhere  to  the  pra£tice 
of  it. 

Floods  of  tears  from  fuch  a  perfon,  avail  nothing  :  but 
be  hath  certainly  truly  forrowed  for  fin,  who  in  his  prac- 
tice forfakes  it ;  that  is  to  fay,  he  is  not  willingly  fubje£t 
to  any  known  fin — but  fays  with  Elihu,  **  That  which  I 
^'  fee  not  teach  thou  me :  If  I  have  done  iniquity,  I  will 
^'  do  no  more." 

III.  Let  me  befeech  all  fcrious  perfons,  to  improve  this 
fubjefl  for  the  trial  of  their  ftate.  Examine,  by  the  prin. 
ciples  above  laid  down,  the  reality,  and  the  progrefs  of  re- 
ligion  in  your  fouls.  Have  you  a  growing  fenfe  of  the  evil 
of  fin,  and  of  your  own  unworthinefs? — ^This  is  at  once 
an  evidence,  and  a  mean  of  growth  in  grace.  He  that 
tlunks  leaft  of  himfelf  is  higheft  in  God's  account;  and  the 
more  a  believer  increaies  in  holinefs  and  real  worth,  the 
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more  he  increafes  in  huiAility.  As  it  is  an  evidence^  it  ia 
alfo  a  mean,  of  further  improvement ;  for  he  that  baUi  the 
deepeftfenfe  of  his  unworthinefs  and  weaknefs,  will  cer- 
tainly  live  mod  by  faith  on  the  merit  and  grace  6f  hit 
Redeemer. 

Therefore,  Chriftians,  try  yourfelves  by  this  important 
fign.  Whether  do  you,  by  religious  duties,  build  your- 
felves up  on  felf-righteoufnefe,  or  do  you  only  learn  by 
them,'  how  fSeiryou  fall  (bort  of  what  is  incumbent  on  you  ? 
What  innumerable  evils  conipafs  you  about  ?  and  there- 
fore how  much  you  have  need  of  mercy  inftead  of  reward? 
Do  you  look  upon  the  works  of  righteoufnefs  which  you 
have  done,  as  fomething,  by  which  you  merit  at  the  hand 
of  God;  or  do  you  look  upon  them,  as  the  roidence  of  his 
own  work  in  you,  and  for  you,  and  give  him  the  glory, 
to  whom  it  is  due  ? 

IV.  I  fhall  now  conclude  the  whole,  with  a  few  direc 
tions  for  producing  and  preferving  this  profitable  fenfe  and 
conviction  of  fin.     And, 

1 .  Let  me  beg  of  every  hearer,  the  ferlous  confidera- 
lion  of  himfelf  and  his  ways.  Many  have  no  fenfe  of 
their  finfulnefs,  becaufe  they  have  no  knowledge  of  them- 
felves  at  all ;  but  go  through  the  world  in  uninterrupted 
thoughtleflhefs  and  unconcern.  Is  there  any  thing  of 
greater  moment  than  the  ftate  of  your  minds,  and  your 
hope  towards  God?  Inattention  is  perhaps  a  more  uni- 
verfal  caufe  of  impiety,  than  high  handed  and  obftinate 
profanity.  Would  you  but  ferioufly  confider  your  ways, 
and  lay  to  heart  the  things  that  belong  to  your  peace,  I 
would  count  it  a  hopeful  circumftance ;  and  expeft,  you 
would  fpeedily  fee  your  danger,  and  God  in  his  mercy 
would  lead  you  to  the  cure. 

2.  Give  yourfelves  much  to  reading,  and  hearing  the 
word  of  God,  The  entrance  of  his  word  giveth  light. — 
It  is  profitable  for  doftrine,  for  reproof,  and  correftion  : 
but  it  is  particularly  neceflary  for  conviction ;  for  by  the 
law  is  the  knowledge  of  fin.  What  wonder,  if  thofe  who 
never  open  a  bible,  and  feldom  enter  into  the  houfe  of 
God,  fhould  be  ignorant  of  their  guilt  and  mifcry  ?     The 
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word  of  God  (hews  his  right  in  you,  pleads  his  caufe,  and 
challenges  your  apoftafy.  It  is  exceedingly  rare  that  tholc 
who  have  fairly  turned  their  backs  upon  God's  inflituted 
worihip,  are  difturbed  in  their  fecurity  ;  but  are  fuffered 
to  flcep  on  till  they  fleep  the  fleep  of  death.  But  it  fre- 
quently happens,  that  thofe  who  attend  ordinances,  even 
from  no  higher  principle  than  curiofity,  cuftom,  or  form, 
find  that  the  word  of  God  is  a^re  and  hammer^  that  break- 
eth  the  rock  in  pieces :  ^^  that  it  is  quick  and  powerful, 
"  iharper  than  any  two  edged  fword,  piercing,  even  to 
**  the  dividing  afunder  of  foul  and  fpirit,  and  joints  and 
^  marrow,  and  is  a  difcemer  of  the  dioughts  and  intents 
«*  of  the  heart." 

3.  In  the  laft  place.  Let  me  befeech  you,  often  to  feat 
yourfelves  in  the  immediate  prefence  of  God,  or  rather, 
frequently  to  recolleft,  that  you  can  no  where  go  from  his 
fpirit,  or  fly  from  his  prefence.  There  is,  if  I  may  fpeak 
fo,  a  light  and  glory  in  the  prefence  of  God,  that  difcerns, 
and  difclofes  the  works  of  darkncfs.  We  may  often  ex- 
cafe,  or  palliate  our  conduct  to  men,  and  even  hide  its  de- 
formity from  our  own  view,  when  we  could  not  juftify  it 
to  ourfelves,  if  we  reflefted,  that  "  it  is  open  and  manifeft, 
**  in  the  fight  of  God.'* — If  therefore  there  is  any  thing  in 
your  practice,  which  you  are  inclined  ta  palliate,  and  apt 
to  cxcufe — fuppofe  you  were  (landing  at  the  judgment 
feat  of  Chrift,  where  all  of  us  (hall  fhortly  be;  and  think, 
whether  your  excufes  will  then  iland  the  teft  of  his  impar- 
tial fearch, 

"  If  our  hearts  condemn  us  not,  God  is  greater  than  our 
"  hearts,  and  knoweth  all  things.**  It  is  therefore  the 
duty  and  intereft  of  every  finner,  to  take  Ihame  and  con- 
frifion  of  face  to  himfelf,  and  apply  to  the  "blood  of 
"  fprinkling,  which  fpcaketh  better  things,  than  the  blood 
•*  of  Abel." 
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Who  is  among  you  that  feareth  the  Ldrd^  titdt  obey eth- the- 
voice  oj  his  servant^  that  walketh  in  darkness j  and  hath  no 
light  f  let  him  trust  in  the  name.ofthe  Lord^  and  stay  upon' 
his  God. 

IT  is  faid  of  every  real  believer,  that  he  walks  by  faith 
and  not  by  fight.  If  this  is  true  it  will  foUoWi  that 
his  faith  mud  be.expofed  to  a  variety  of  trials,  while  he 
continues  in  a  world  of  fenfe*  Thefe  trials  arife  from 
the  ftate  of  his  own  mind — from)  his  outward  condition— 
from  the  ilate  of  the  world  with  which  he  Hands  <:onne£l- 
ed — and  f^om  the  mutual  influence  of  all  thefe,  one  upoa 
another.  From  this  fituation  it  is  eaCy  to  fee,  that  there 
are  few  duties,  for  the  exercife  of  which  a  good,  man  will 
have  greater  or  more  frequent  occafion  than  that  of  truft 
and  reliance  upon  God.  Truft  is  the  duty  and  the  refuge 
of  the  needy — of  the  dependant— H)f  the  weak— of  the 
timorous,  and  the  diftreffed.  How  many  are  included 
under  one  or  more  of  thefe  charafters;  or  rather,  who  is 
it  that  can  fay  he  is  altogether  excluded  ? 

Agreeably  to  this,  we  need  but  open  the  facred  volume, 
to  perceive  how  frequent  the  .exhortations  are  to  truft  in 
Cod,  and  how  many  views  are  given  us  of  his  power, 
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wifdom,  mercy  and  faithfulnefs,  to  encourage  us  to  an 
unfhaken  reliance.  At  the  fame  time,  I  am  forry  to  fay^ 
that  there  are  few  duties  which  are  more  imperfe£tly  un- 
derftood  by  many  profeffing  ChriAians.  Even  pious  per- 
fons  often  fm  both  on  the  right  band  and  on  the  left,  that 
is  to  fay,  both  by  diffidence  and  prefumption.  I  have, 
therefore,  laid  hold  of  this  opportunity,  and  made  choice 
of  this  paflage  of  fcripture,  in  order  to  open  and  illuftrate 
a  little  this  important  duty  of  a  fervant  of  God.  How 
feafonable  it  is  you  will  eaiily  perceive,  for  in  the  facra- 
ment  of  the  Lord's  Supper  we  have  fct  before  us  Chrifi 
Jefus  the  unfpcakable  gift  of  God — the  great  pledge  of  bis 
love,  and  the  great  foundation  of  our  reliance  upon  him, 
not  only  for  his  faving  mercy  in  general,  but  for  every 
necefiary  bleffing  in  our  way  to  eternal  reft. 

This  paflage  of  fcripture  is  alfo  well  fuited  to  the  fub* 
je&.  It  was  fpoken  to  the  Jews  in  a  lax  and  diflblute  age^ 
when  many  had  turned  their  backs  upon  the  fervice  of 
Qod-^had  deferted  his  ordinances  and  defpiled  his  &fw 
vants,  which  is  always  an  occafion  both  of  affli£tion  and 
temptation  to  his  own  children.  This  appears  from  the 
firft  words  of  the  chapter.  **  For  thus  faith  the  Lord, 
"  where  is  the  bill  of  your  mother's  divorcement,  whom  i 
**  have  put  away  I  And  which  of  my  creditors  is  it  te 
♦*  whom  I  have  fold  you  ?  Behold,  for  your  iniquities 
**  you  have  fold  yourfelves,  and  for  your  tranfgreffions  is 
•♦  your  modier  put  away."  As  alfo  from  the  3d  and  4th 
varies.  •*  I  clothe  the  heavens  with  blacknefs,  aiid  I  make 
**  fackcloth  their  covering.  The  Lord  God  hath  given 
•*  me  the  tongue  of  the  learned,  that  I  ftiould  know  bow 
**  to  fpeak  a  word  in  feafon  to  him  that  is  weary.'* 

In  difcourfing  further  on  this  fubjedl,  it  is  propofcd, 
through  the  aiCflance  of  divine  grace, 

I.  To  open  a  little  the  charafter  and  ftate  of  thofe  who 
are  called  upon  and  exhorted  to  truft  in  the  natne  of  the 
Lord. 

II.  To  explain  the  duty  of  truft,  and  point  out  the 
foundation  of  it. 
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IIL  To  apply  the  fubjed  for  your  inftruAion  and  eom^ 
fort. 

In  the  Firft  place  then,  I  am  to  open  a  little  the  chit- 
rafter  and  (late  of  thofe  who  are  here  called  upon  and  e3^. 
horted  to  truft  in  the  name  of  the  Lord. 

Their  defcription  is  as  follows :  ^  Who  is  among  yoU 
^  that  feareth  the  Lord,  and  obeyeth  the  voice  of  his  fer. 
*'  vant)  that  walketh  in  darknefs,  and  hath  no  light  ?  let 
''himtnift  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  (lay  himfelf 
^^  upon  his  God."  It  will  help  us  to  enter  into  the  fpirft 
and  meaning  of  the  prophet's  words,  if  we  keep  in  View 
Che  ftateof  die  Jewilh  church,  hinted  at  a  little  while  agob 

"  Who  is  among  you;*'  that  is,  if  there  is  one  or  more 

if  there  is  a  fmall  feled  number  in  the  midft  of  general 
corruption  and  depravity,  who  have  kept  their  garments 
unpolluted,  though  iniquity  abounds,  and  the  love  of 
many  waxeth  cold.    "  That  feareth  the  Loid  ?  "     You 
know  it  is  common  in  Icripture  to  defcribe  religion  in  go. 
neral  by  fome  particular  leading  branch  of  it.    The  fear  of 
God  is  often  made  ufe  of  for  this  purpofe,  as  in  that  pa& 
lage,  there  (hall  be  no  want  to  diem  th^t/ear  bitn.    It 
may,  therelbre,  fignify  thofe  who  have  a  (incere  and  un- 
feigned  regard  to  the  commandments  of  God,  and  have 
cbofen  him  as  their  portion  and  hope.     Thofe  who  de- 
fire  and  deferve  to  be  difiinguifhed  from  the  profane  de« 
(mfer — the  fecure  formalift,  or  the  difguifed  hypocrite. 
Thofe,  in  a  word,  who  are,  and  who  deiire  to  appear  to 
ulc  the  ftrong  language  of  fcripture  upon  the  Lord's  fide 
in  every  (Iruggle,  and  whorefolve  with  Jolhua,  that  what- 
ever others  do,  for  their  part  they  will  ferve  the  Lord. 

But  I  cannot  help  thinking,  we  may  alfo,  with  great 
(afety,  explain  the  words  in  a  clofer  and  (Irifler  fenfe,  and 
fuppofe,  that  by  fearing  the  Lord  is  to  be  underflood  a  due 
reverence  for  his  infinite  majefty,  a  humble  veneration 
for  his  facred  authority.  This  is  a  mod  excellent  fence 
or  guard  to  the  confcience  in  an  evil  time,  and  a  noble 
prefervative  from  the  fpreading  infedtion  and  infinuating 
poifon  of  prevailin^T  or  fafliionable  fins.  It  is  alfo  the  ufu- 
al  charafiler  of  a  diffolute  age  to  have  call  off  fear,  to  treat 
the  moil  facred  things  with  fcorn,  and  to  look  upon  that 
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Jholy  ibUcitude  to  avoid  fin,  which  appears  in  thet  carriage 
and  language  of  a  child  of  God,  a$  a  mark  of  meannels 
QT  weaknefs  of  mind.  In  fuch  an  age,  one  who  fears 
Cod  is  well  defcribcd  by  the  prophet  Ifaiah.  ^*  But  to 
^^  this  man  will  I  look,  even  to  him  that  is  poor  and  oft 
•*  contrite  fpirit,  and  trembleth  at  my  word." 

Tb?  ae«t;.part  of  the  character  is,  '*  and  obeyeth  the 
^^  toice  of  his  fervant ;"  that  is  to  fay,  is  willing  to  heark- 
en  to  the  pieflage  of  God,  by  the  mouth  of  his  fervants. 
The  words. 0f  the  text,  no  doubt,  may  be  confidered  as 
primarily  referring  to  the  infpired  prophets,  who  bore  an 
immediate  commiflion,  miraculoufly  atteded,  from  God. 
Many,  even  of  thefe,  were  fet  at  nought,  their  meffage  de- 
rided, and  their  perfons  infulted,  when  they  attempted  to 
item  the  tide  of  prevailing  vice,  or  boklly  denounced  the 
divine  vengeance  .againft  high-handed  finners.     But  the 
iincerely  pious  obeyed  their  voice.     I  Ihall  make  no  fcru^ 
j>le  to  apply  this  to  ourfelves,  and  the  prcfent  age.     Our 
blefied  Redeemer  hath  ellabliflied  in  his  church  a  (landing 
minidry,  and  the  regular  adminiilration  of  ordinances. 
And  though  we  have  this  treafure  in  earthen  veffels,  yet 
in  no  other  way  doth  he  now  communicate  his  will,  and 
youchfafe  his  prefence  to  his  people,  but  by  the  reading 
and  hearing  of  his  word,  and  attendance  upon  his  inftitu* 
ted  worftiip.     It  will,  no  doubt,  therefore,  be  a  part  of  the 
charafter  of  a  good  man,  that  he  will  love  the  ordinances, 
and  obey  the  voice  of  the  fervants  of  God,  that  he  will 
confider  him  who  hath  fent  them,  and  receive  inftrudlion, 
not  as  the  word  of  man,  but  as  it  is  in  deed  and  in  truth, 
the  word  of  God. 

On  the  other  hand,  when  iniquity  prevails,  when  irre- 
ligion  and  profanenefs  lift  up  their  heads,  one  of  the  moft 
ufual  concomitants,  and  one  of  the  fureft  proofs  of  it,  is  a 
negleO:  of  ordinances,  and  contempt  of  thofe  who  are  con- 
cerned in  their  adminiilration:  how  far  this  is  at  prefent 
the  qafe,  I  leave  to  yourfelves  to  judge.  While  I  fpeak 
this,  my  brethren,  I  do  by  no  means  defire  to  fee  an  igno- 
rant people  diftrafted  by  the  gloomy  terrors  of  fuperititi* 
on,  or  led  blindfold  by  the  enchanted  cord  of  implicit 
faith,    But  fure  I  am,  there  is  an  e^itreme  on  either  Land, 
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and  thofe  who  truly  fear  the  Lord,  will  honor  the  perfons, 
and  obey  the  voice  of  fuch  as  plead  his  caufe  and  fpeak  in 
his  name.  You  may  reft  aflured,  that  though  they  neither 
deferve  nor  claim  any  authority  on  their  own  account,  yet 
h  long  as  they  (land  in  the  divine  counfels,  and  fpeak  the 
divine  word,  their  meffage  will  be  attended  with  this  awful 
fan£lion,  "  He  that  defpifeth  you,  defpifeth  me,  and  he 
**  that  defpifeth  me  defpifeth  him  that  fcnt  me." 

The  laft  part  of  the  charadler  here  drawn,  which  lays  the 
foundation  for  the  fubfcquent  direftion  is,  "  that  walketh 
•*  in  darknefs  and  hath  no  light."  Darknefs  and  light, 
bcfides  their  literal,  have  often  a  metaphorical  fenfe  in 
fcripture.  They  are,  indeed,  ufed  with  a  good  deal  of 
latitude  and  variety.  But  I  think  their  metaphorical  fig- 
nification  may  be  reduced  to  thefe  two  general  heads. 

1.  Sometimes  light  fignifies  knowledge,  and  darknefs 
fignifies  ignorance — as  in  Eph.  v.  8.  "  Ye  were  fometimcs 
**  darknefs,  but  now  are  ye  light  in  the  Lord,  walk  as 
**  children  of  light.''  Afts  xxvi.  i8.  "  To  turn  them 
"  from  darknefs  unto  light,  and  from  the  power  of  Satan 
"  unto  God.''  Job  xxxvii.  19.  **  Teach  us  what  we  Ihall 
"  fay  unto  him,  for  we  cannot  order  our  fpeech  by  reafon 
"  of  darknefs." 

2.  Sometimes  darknefs  fignifies  diftrefs  or  trouble,  and 
the  correfpondent  fignification  of  light  is  deliverance  and 
joy,  as  2  Sam.  xxii.  28,  29.  "  And  the  afllided  people 
"  thou  wilt  fave,  but  thine  eyes  are  upon  the  haughty,  that 
"  thou  mayeft  bring  them  down,  for  thou  art  my  lamp, 
**  O  Lord,  and  the  Lord  will  lighten  my  darknefs."  Job 
xix.  8.  "  He  hath  fenced  up  my  way  that  I  cannot  pafs  ; 
"  he  hath  put  darknefs  in  my  paths."  Pfalm  xcvii.  n, 
**  Light  is  fown  for  the  righteous,  and  gladnefs  for  the 
"  upright  in  heart."  Efther  viii.  16.  "  And  the  Jews  had 
"  light,  and  gladnefs,  and  joy  and  honor." 

None  of  thefe  fenfes  is  to  be  excluded  in  the  paflage  be- 
fore us.  Believers  may  walk  in  darknefs,  when  ignorant 
or  U!icertain  as  to  what  nearly  concerns  them,  as  well  as 
under  diftrefs  and  trouble.  They  have  alfo  a  mutual  in- 
fluence upon,  produce,  and  are  produced  by,  one  another. 
I'gr  illufirating  this  .a  Uttlc  more  particularly,  obfcrve, 
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that  a  good  man  may  walk  in  darknefs.  i.  When  he  k 
in  doubt  or  uncertainty  as  to  his  intereft  in  the  divine  b* 
vor.  2.  When  he  is  under  the  preflure  of  oatwird  cds^ 
mity.  3.  When  the  ftate  of  the  church  is  fuch,  that  to 
cannot  underftand  or  explain,  in  a  fatisfying  manner,  th# 
courfe  of  divine  providence.  Thefe  particulars  I  hafve  it 
not  in  view  to  enlarge  much  upon,  but  only  to  explain 
them  fo  far  as  is  necefTa  y  to  lay  a  foundation  for  what  fliali 
be  afterwards  oiFered  on  the  duty  to  truft  in  God. 

I.  Then,  a  good  man  may  walk  in  darknefs  when  ht 
is  in  doubt  or  uncertainty  as  to  his  intereft  in  the  divine 
fiivor.  I  apprehend  that  fome  meafure  of  hope  in  Ged*i 
mercy  is  effcntial  to  true  piety,  and  not  only  the  right,  bat 
the  poiTeliion  of  every  child  of  God.  Faith  and  defpair 
are  beyond  all  queflion  inconfillent.  Faith  and  hope  aM 
infeparable.  Yet  certainly  the  excellent  ones  of  the  earth 
may  be  fomctimes  involved  in  great  perplexity  and  doubt. 
This  is  plain  from  fcripture  examples,  from  daily  experi- 
ence, ami  from  the  nature  and  reafon  of  the  thin^.  How 
violent  a  ftruggle  do  we  often  find  the  Pfalmift  David  in, 
between  hope  and  fear  ?  *♦  O  my  God,  my  foul  is  caft 
"  down  in  me ;  therefore  will  I  remember  thee  from  the 
^  land  of  Jordan,  and  of  the  Hermonites,  from  the  hiil 
**  Mizar.'*  How  many  do  we  fee  every  day  under  a  fpirit 
of  bondage,  who,  though  they  ftill  cleave  to  Gorl  as  their 
portion,  yet  are  often  full  of  fears,  and  feldom  dare  confi* 
dently  affirm  their  intereft  in,  or  relation  to  him.  And 
indeed  how  can  it  be  otberwife  i  While  we  are  here,  our 
fantlification  is  but  imperfedl ;  and  alas  !  with  regard  to 
many,  it  is  often  hard  to  determine,  whether  we  fiioold 
not  write  upon  it,  mene  tekel^  as  eflcntially  defeftive. 

Sin  feparates  between  God  and  his  people,  and  caufes 
him  to  hide  his  face  from  them.  Nay,  fometimes,  though 
there  be  no  particular  or  provoking  crime,  as  the  caufe  of 
his  controverfy  with  them,  he  may  withdraw  from  tbcmi 
the  light  of  his  countenance,  toexercife  their  vigilance,  or 
to  try  their  patience.  I  know,  my  brethren,  that  the  dif. 
trefsof  ferious  fouls,  when  mourning  after  an  abfent  or  an 
angry  God,  crying  to  him  in  fecret,  and  following  bard 
lifter  him  in  his  ordinances^  is  by  many  treated  w  ith  4he 
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bighefi  degree  of  contempt  But  furcJy,  if  peace  of  mind 
from  a  well-founded  hope  of  the  divine  favor,  is  the  great- 
eft  of  all  prefent  bleffings :  and  if  this,  firom  the  variable- 
nefa  of  our  own  condud,  is  fometimes  more,  fometimes 
lefs  firong,  and  fometimes  wholly  fufpended :  when  this 
laft  is  the  cafe,  it  mull  occafion  inexpreflible  concern,  and 
there  can  be  no  greater  evidence  of  irreligion  and  impiety, 
than  to  call  it  in  queftion. 

2.  A  good  man  may  walk  in  darknefs  when  under  the 
preflure  of  outward  calamity.  This,  in  a  real  believer, 
is  ncvcf  wholly  feparated  from  the  former.  Even  in  it- 
felf,  indeed,  no  affli£tion  for  the  prefent  is  joyous  but 
grievous.  The  diforders  of  this  feeble  firame,  poveny 
and  ftraitnefs  of  provifion,  unjuft  flander  and  reproach, 
muft  be  deeply  and  fenfibly  felt  by  every  good  man,  even 
IS  he  is  a  man.  To  this  may  be  added,  the  lofs  of  rela* 
dons,  and  concerns  for  the  fufterings  of  others  of  ev«ry 
kind,  which  is  always  mod  diftrefling  to  the  beft  and  ten- 
dereft  fpirits.  But  outward  calamities  by  thofe  that  fear 
God,  are  felt  moft  feufibly  when  they  are  confidered  as 
the  rod  of  his  anger,  and  bring  fin  to  remembrance. 

When  he  vifits  his  own  children  with  any  of  his  fore 
jodgments;  when  he  follows  them  with  breach  upon 
breach,  they  are  ready  to  fay,  "  Surely  he  is  fetting  me 
*  up  as  a  mark  for  his  arrows,  he  is  counting  me  his  en». 
**  my."— They  are  often  at  a  lofs  to  underftand  the  caufe 
of  his  controverfy  with  them  ;  and  they  alfo  find  it  often 
extremely  difficult  to  bring  their  minds  to  a  patient  arul 
fubniiflive  refignation  to  his  holy  will.  To  thofe  who 
know  their  duty,  and  dcfire  through  divine  grace  to  com- 
ply with  it,  jt  is  no  fmall  difficulty  to  be  obliged  to  drug- 
gie with  a  rifing  and  rebellious  heart  within,  as  well  as 
fiiffering  from  without,  and  to  be  alternately  calling  ir^ 
qoeftiont  the  certainty  either  of  the  love  of  Grod  to  them. 
Of  rf  their  love  to  him. 

3.  A  good  man  may  fometimes  walk  in  darknefs  from 
the  afpeCt  of  Providence,  and  the  ftatecf  the  Rctdeemer's 
kingdom.  The  works  of  God  are  fought  out  of  tliem  who 
have  pleafure  in  them.  9"^  when  they  are  not  able  to 
penetrate  the  depths  of  the  divine  counfels,  this  becomes 
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often  a  fource  both  of  didrefs  and  temptation.  When 
wicked  men  arc  fufFered  to  profper  at  their  will — when 
the  good  are  opprefled  by  the  power  and  tyranny,  or  pcr- 
fecuted  by  the  malice,  of  their  enemies — when  the  moft 
generous  attempts  for  the  revival  of  truth  and  righteouf^ 
nefs  are  rendered  abortive — when  the  profcffing  lervants 
of  God  are  divided  into  parties,  or  marftialled  under 
names,  and  tlieir  zeal  made  to  fi>end  itfelf  in  unneceflaiy, 
finful  and  hurtful  contentions — when  offences  come,  and 
and  thofe  of  the  higheft  profeflion  or  attainments  are  fuf- 
fered  to  fall  into  grofs  crimes,  by  which  the  mouths  of 
enemies  are  opened  to  blafi>heme ;  then  may,  and  niuft 
we  adopt  the  words  of  the  Pfulmift — Pf.  Ixxiii.  .10 — 14. 
"  Therefore,  his  people  return  hither ;  and  waters  of  a 
**  full  cup  are  wrung  out  unto  them :  And  they  fay,  how; 
*'  doth  God  know  ?  and  is  there  knowledge  in  the  Moft 
V  High  ?  Behold,  thefe  are  the  ungodly  wlio  profper  in  the 
**  world  ;  they  increafe  in  riches.  Verily,  I  have  cleanfed 
"  my  heart  in  vain,  and  waflied  my  hands  in  innocency.. 
*'  For  all  the  day  long  have  I  been  plagued,  and  chaftencd 
**  every  morning." 

I  proceed  now  to  the  second  and  chief  thing  propofed 
from  this  paflage,  which  was  to  explain  the  duty  of  truft 
in  God,  and  to  point  out  its  foundation. 

Truft,  in  ihe  moft  general  view  we  can  take  of  it,  may 
be  thus  explained.  It  is  a  reliance  or  confidence  in  God, 
that  however  difcouraging  appearances  may  be  for  the 
prefent  time,  yet,  by  his  power  and  wifdom,  our  defires 
and  expectations  fliall  take  place,  whether  as  to  deliver- 
ance from  trouble,  or  the  obtaining  of  future  bleffings.-r- 
Wiien  we  can  attain  this  happy  frame  of  fpirit,  it  is  an  in- 
conceivable relief  and  eafe  to  the  mind  under  fufFering, 
and  is  excellently  exprefled  by  the  Pfalmill — Pfal.  Iv.  ai. 
*'  Caft  thy  burden  upon  the  Lord,  and  he  Ihall  fuftain 
*'  thee,  he  fhall  never  fufTer  the  righteous  to  be  moved." 
Let  us  then  endeavor  to  explain  the  grounds  of  this  as  dif- 
tindtly  as  poflible.  And  God  grant  that  it  may  be  done, 
not  only  in  a  clear,  but  in  a  folid  and  fatisfying  manner, 
fo  as  to  affill  you  in  the  practice  of  real  and  vital  religion* 
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I  have  alrtady  faid,  that  our  expcftation  W  from  the 
povrer  and  wifdom  of  God.  May  we  then  reafonably  ex- 
ptSt^  and  is  it  our  duty  to  believe,  that  we  fliall  receive 
all  that  we  defire,  and  that  is  within  the  reach  of  divine 
power  and  wifdom  ?  Thefe  have  no  bounds  at  all.  We 
know  that  nothing  is  too  hard  for  the  Almighty.  He  doth 
according  to  his  will  in  the  armies  of  heaven  and  among 
the  inhabitants  of  the  earth.  This  fuggefts  to  us  that  there 
IS  fomething  more  neceffary,  in  order  to  lay  a  proper  foun- 
dation for  truft,  viz.  his  goodnefs,  to  make  our  expectati- 
on probable,  and  his  promife  to  make  it  certain.  Even 
created  beings  can  often  do  what  they  will  not.  This 
holds  particularly  with  regard  to  God,  whofe  power  is 
directed  in  its  exercife  by  his  goodnefs,  and  limited  by 
his  wifdom.  His  goodnefs,  in  general,  encourages  us  to 
go  to  him  with  a  peradventure,  or  who  can  tell  whether 
he  may  not  be  gracious  ?  But  in  order  to  make  our  truft 
both  diftinft  and  ftrong,  we  muft  go  to  his  promife,  **  for 
**  he  is  faithful  and  keepeth  covenant  and  truth  for  ever.'' 
Truft  then,  my  brethren,  refts  ultimately  on  the  promife* 
It  muft  be  precifely  commenfurate,  or  of  the  fame  extent 
with  the  promifes.  Whoever  doubts  or  calls  in  queftion 
the  certainty  of  what  God  hath  promifed,  is  chargeable 
with  diftruft ;  and  whoever  expefils  to  receive,  in  kind  or 
degree,  more  than  he  has  promifed,  is  fo  far  guilty  of  prc- 
fumption.  This  is  the  general  rule,  and  I  think  it  car- 
ries fuch  evidence  with  it,  that  every  one  muft  be  fenfible 
it  is  juft,  who  hath  heard  it  with  any  meafure  of  attention. 

But  the  great  difficulty  yet  remains,  which  is,  to  apply 
this  rule  to  the  various  cafes  that  occur  in  the  fpiritual  life, 
and  to  tell  any  particular  perfon  what  it  is  his  duty  firmly 
to  believe,  and  hope  he  fhall  receive  from  God,  and  what 
it  would  be  prefumptuous  and  finful  in  him  to  fix  his  ex- 
pectation on.  This  is  plainly  of  the  greater  importance, 
that  the  more  particular  our  truft  is,  as  to  the  objcQ,  of 
defire,  it  is  the  more  powerful  a  fupport  to  the  mind.  At 
the  fame  time  it  frequently  happens,  that  the  more  parti- 
cularly ourdefires  are  formed,  the  foundation  of  our  hope 
api'>ears  the  more  uncertain  and  queftionable.  On  this 
account  you  may  obferve,  that  it  is  of  the  gr«atf  ft  moment 
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to  underhand  the  nature  and  tenor  of  the  pHrniifes ;  or 
rather,  indeed,  to  explain  the  foundation  of  truft,  and  to 
explain  the  nature  and  tenor  of  the  promifes  is  one  and  the 
lame  thing. 

.  For  this  end,  it  may  be  proper  to  difiinguilh  the  promi- 
fel  of  God,  as  to  futurity,  into  two  heads,  abfolute  and 
conditional.  By  abfolute  promifes,  in  this  place,  I  un- 
derfland  only  thofe  that  are  fo  in  the  mod  unlimited  fenfe, 
that  is  to  fay,  revealed  as  a  part  of  the  fixed  plan  of  Pro- 
vidence, fufpended  on  no  terms  but  what  all,  of  every 
character,  may  expe£t  will  certainly  come  to  pafs.  Such 
aire  the  promifes  after  the  flood,  that  fummer  and  winter, 
feed  time  and  harveft  (hould  not  fail — the  conjing  of  Chrifl: 
in  the  fleih  at  the  fulnefs  of  time,  to  the  ancient  Patriarchs, 
and  to  us — the  downfall  of  Antichrift — the  prefervation 
of  a  church  on  earth,  let  its  enemies  be  or  do  what  they 
will — the  calling  of  God's  ancient  people,  the  Jews,  and 
the  coming  of  Chrill  to  judge  the  world  at  the  laft  day. 
Thefc  are  all  called  promifes  in  fcripture,  and  fo  far  as 
they  can  be  of  any  ufe  to  the  people  of  God,  either  for  di- 
reftion  in  duty,  or  reftraint  from  fin,  or  confolation  un- 
der trial,  they  are  to  be  depended  on,  in  the  moil  abfolute 
manner,  for  they  red  upon  the  certainty  of  the  holy  fcrip- 
tures,  and  the  truth  of  the  unchangeable  God,  who  "  is 

**  not  a  man  that  he  fhould  lie,  nor  the  fon  of  man  thathe 

**  fliould  repent." 
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Who  is  among  you  that  feareth  the  Lord^  that  obeyeth  the 
voice  of  his  servant j  that  walketh  in  darkness^  and  hath  no 
light  f  let  him  trust  in  the  name  of  the  Lordy  and  stay  upon 
his  God. 

HAVING,  in  a  former  difcourfe,  opened  the  charac-. 
ter  and  ftate  of  thofe  who  are  called  upon,  and  ex- 
horted to  truft  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  entered  upon 
the  fecond  thing  propofed,  which  was  to  explain  the  duty 
of  truft  in  God,  and  to  point  out  its  foundation ;  and  ha* 
ving  in  this  view  confidered  the  nature  of  abfolute  pro* 
xnifcs — I  proceed, 

2.  To  confidcr  the  nature  and  ufe  of  conditional  pro* 
mifes.  Thefe  I  am  obliged,  for  greater  diftinftnefs,  to 
divide  into  three  different  heads, — i.  There  are  promifes 
made  to  perfons  of  fuch  or  fuch  a  charafter,  or  in  fach  or 
fuchaftate. — 2.  There  are  promifes,  the  performance  of 
vhich  is  fufpended  on  our  compliance  with  fomething 
previoufly  required,  as  the  condition  of  obtaining  them.— . 
3.  There  are  promifes,  not  only  fufpended  on  both  the 
preceding  terms,  but  upon  the  fuppofition  of  fome  cir* 
cumftances  in  themfelves  uncertain,  or  to  us  unknown. 
Let  us  conHder  eagb  of  thefe  with  caro  and  attention. 


i88  Trust  in  God. 

I.  There  are  promifes  made  to  pcrfons  of  fuch  or  fuch 
« chara£ier,  or  in  fuch  or  fucli  a  ftate,  which  are,  there* 
fore,  to  be  applied,  and  reftcd  on,  according  as  the  evi- 
dence of  our  being  of  this  charafler,  or  in  this  (late,  is 
clear  or  obfcure.  In  this  I  have  particularly  in  view,  the 
bleffings  of  falvation,  the  pardon  of  fin,  peace  with  God, 
the  fpirit  of  fanfitification,  and  a  right  to  everlailing  life. 
Thefe  all  lie  in  an  unbroken  chain  and  infeparable  con- 
nexion, and  might  have  been  more  briefly  exprefled,  by 
an  intefeft  in  Chrift  the  Saviour,  who  is  ihe  author,  fource 
and  fum  of  thefe  bleffings  ;  "  for  all  the  promifes  of  God 
*'  in  him,  are  yea,  and  in  him  amen,  to  the  glory  of  God 
"by  us/'  Let  no  judicious  attentive  hearer  be  furprifed 
or  diifatisfied,  that  I  have  ranked  thefe  among  conditional 
promifes,  for  you  may  obferve  that  I  have  expreflJed  my, 
felf  thus,  they  are  promifes  made  to  perfons  of  fuch  or  fuch 
a  charafter,  or  in  fuch  or  fuch  a  ftat^.  In  this,  they  cer- 
tainly differ  from  the  promifes  properly  abfolute,  mention- 
ed  above.  Jt  is  far  from  my  intention  to  do  injury  to  that 
fundamental  truth,  that  falvation  is  by  grace.  I  efteem 
that  do£lrine  which  proceeds  upon  a  felf-righteous  fyftem, 
to  be  contrary  to  the  word  of  God,  and  moft  pernicious  to 
the  fouls  of  men.  There  is  nothing  at  all  required  in 
fcriptureto  be  performed  by  us,  as  a  purchafing  or  meri- 
ting condition.  Every  gracious  aft  of  the  divine  govern- 
ment  in  our  favor,  is  the  fruit  of  the  Redeemer's  purchafc, 
and  every  holy  difpofition  wrought  in  us,  is  the  effeft  of 
his  almighty  grace.  But  it  is  certain,  at  the  fame  time, 
that  in  order  to  our  accepting  thofe  bleffings,  we  muft  be 
truly  and  deeply  humbled,  and  fee  ourfelves  to  be  incapa- 
Hq  and  helplefs.  We  muft  be  unfeignedly  willing  to  re- 
nounce all  claim  of  merit,  and  accept  of  falvation  as  it  it 
offered  in  the  gofpel ;  that  is,  in  its  full  extent,  and  in  the 
free  and  fovereign  manner  of  its  communication.  So  far, 
iiirely,  we  muft  fay,  the  promifes  of  the  gofpel  are  eondt'> 
tional,  or  wholly  pervert  the  word  of  God.  I  know  of  no 
promifes  then  to  the  unbelieving  and  impenitent,  unlefs 
you  call  that  a  promife,  that  they  fhall  have  '*  their  portion 
**  in  the  lake  of  fire  that  burneth  with  brimftone ;  and  that 
•*  the  fmoke  of  their  torment  afcendeth  up  for  ever  and 
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Hear  it,  my  dear  brethren,  it  is  the  needy,  thirfty,  fenfu 
ble  foul,  that  is  invited  to  come  and  find  red.  '^  Ho ! 
^^  every  one  that  thirftcth,  come  ye  to  the  waters ;  and  he 
*'  that  hath  no  money ;  come  ye,  buy  and  eat ;  yea,  come 
««  buy  wine  and  milk  without  money  and  without  price. 
**  Come  unto  me  all  ye  that  labour  and  are  heavy  laden, 
"  and  I  will  give  you  rell."  If  any  fliall  think  fit  further 
to  fay,  that  the  very  deflination  of  the  veflels  of  mercy,  is 
of  God's  fovereign  pleafure,  that  convidlion  itfelf  is  by  a 
day  of  bis  power,  and  that  faith  which  interefls  us  in 
Chrift's  righteoufnefs  is  his  gift :  I  agree  to  the  whole,  but 
oUerve  that  it  is  improperly  introduced  here.  No  ufe 
can  pollibly  be  made  of  the  divine  decree  in  the  applica- 
tion of  the  promifes.  It  is  inverting  the  order  of  things* 
Can  any  man  fay,  I  truft  in  the  mercy  of  God,  becaufe  I 
have  been  ordained  to  everlufting  life  ?  No  man  can  de- 
rive comfort  from  this,  till  by  his  effeflual  calling  it  is 
publifhed,  and  begiiis  to  be  accomplifhed ;  and  then  he 
may  look  back  with  wonder  and  gratitude  to  that  everlaft- 
ing  love,  by  which  he  was  chofen  in  Chrift,.  before  the 
foundation  of  the  world.  Can  you  judge  of  the  fruit  of  a 
tree  by  looking  upon  the  root  ?  No,  but  you  judge  of  the 
(Irength  and  deepncfs  of  the  root,  by  the  fulnelis  of  the 
fruit,  and  the  vigor  and  verdure  of  the  branches.  From 
an  improper  mi^yture  of  what  belongs  to  the  fecret  will  of 
God,  and  what  belongs  to  us,  as  our  duty,  much  error 
and  confufion  arifes. 

Now,  my  brethren,  as  to  the  application  of  thefe  pronki- 
fes  of  pardon  and  peace,  the  humbled  finner,  the  man 
among  us  who  walketh  in  darknefs  and  hath  no  light — 
who  is  burdened  with  a  fenfe  of  guilt,  anddifcouraged  by 
the  threatenings  of  the  law,  the  accufations  of  confcience, 
and  the  pure  and  holy  nature  of  God ;  who  perhaps  has 
all  this  aggravated  by  diftrefsand  trouble,  is  called  to  truft 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  flay  himfclf  upon  his  God. 
He  is  invited  to  confider  and  reft  on  the  extent  of  the  call, 
the  imrnutability  of  the  promife,  and  the  riches  of  divine 
grace.  If  he  is  fo  far  from  pleading  any  merit  in  himfelf, 
or  being  diflatisBed  with  the  plan  of  falvation  laid  down  in 
ibe  Gofpel,  tbAt  ho  is  making  every  thing  rn  argument 
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againft  himfelf,  and  dare  not  lay  hold  of,  or  appropriate  f# 
unfpeakable  a  mercy  :    This  is  juft  the  effett  of  diftnil^ 
and  he  is  called,  in  the  flrongeft  manner,  in  the  text,  to 
*' trull  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  ftay  upon  bis  God.** 
With  how  many  gracious  aflurances  for  this  purpofe  is  the 
fcripture  filled.     John  vi.  37.  "  All  that  the  Futher'badi 
•*  given  me  fliall  come  to  me,  and  him  that  cometh  unto 
"  me  I  will  in  no  wife  cad  out."     Heb.  vii.  25.  *' Where- 
•*  fore  he  is  able  alfo  to  fave  them  to  the  uttermoft  that 
**  come  to  God  by  him,  feeing  he  ever  liveth  to  make  ili- 
**  terceffion  for  them."      Rev.  xxii.  17.  "  And  the  fpirtt 
"  and  the  bride  fay,  Come.  And  let  him  that  heareth  fay, 
•*  Come.     And  let  him  that  is  athirft  come.     And  wbo- 
**  foever  will,  let  him  take  of  the  water  of  life  freely."  All 
things,  Chrift  excepted,  are  to  be  renounced,  and  the  all- 
fofliciency  of  a  Redeemer  is  to  be  the  foundation  of  our 
hope.     The  penitent  will  fay  with  the  apoftle,  PhiL  iii.  8, 
**  Yea,  doubtlefs,  and  I  count  all  things  but  lofs  for  the  eXr 
*•  cellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Chrift  Jefus  my  Lord : 
"  for  whom  I  have  fufFered  the  lofs  of  all  things,  and  do 
**  count  them  but  dung,  that  I  may  win  Chrift,  and  be 
**  found  in  him,  not  having  mine  own  righteoufnefs  which 
**  is  of  the  law,  but  that  which  is  through  the  faith  of  Chrift, 
**  even  the  righteoufnefs  which  is  of  God  by  faith." 

2.  There  is  a  fecond  clafs  of  promifes,  the  performance 
of  which  is  fufpended  on  our  previous  compliance  with 
fomething  required  as  the  condition  of  obtaining  them.  In 
thefe  we  are  not  only  called  to  accept  of  the  divine  mercy, 
but  commanded  to  obey  the  divine  will.  The  order  ia 
which  I  have  placed  thefe,  will,  I  hope,  prevent  you  from 
mifunderftanding  or  mifapplying  what  may  be  faid  on 
them.  This  clafs  includes  all  the  promifes  in  fcripture 
regarding  the  daily  progrefs  of  a  believer  in  his  fan£tifica- 
tion  and  conformity  to  God,  as  well  as  the  increafe  of  his 
comfort  and  peace.  I  am  fenfible,  that  as  the  reconcilia- 
tion  of  a  fmnerto  God,  and  his  right  to  what  is  called  in 
fcripture  the  promise  of  eternal  life,  is  of  free  and  unme- 
rited mercy,  fo,  no  doubt,  all  the  inferior  or  fubordinatc 
promifes  flow  from  the  fame  fource,  nay,  in  a  certain 
ipeafure,  they  are  entirely  upon  the  fame  footing  with 
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^fe  formerly,  mentioned ;  that  is  to  fay,  final  pericve- 
nUice,  real  growth  in  the  fpiritual  life,  and  neceffary  com- 
fort, are  the  fure  and  purchafed  portion  of  every  one  that  is 
born  of  God.     Rom.  viii,  29.  *'  For  whom  he  did  fore- 
**  know,  he  alfo  did  predeftinate  to  be  conformed  to  the 
^*  image  of  his  Son,  that  he  mignt  be  the  iird  born  among 
•*  many  brethren.*'     But  in  the  dillribution  of  thofe  gifts, 
particularly  in  their  meafure,  there  is  not  only  an   un- 
known regard  to  the  good  pleafure  of  God,  but  a  known 
and  ellablilhed  regard  to  our  condu£t  in  duty.     Thus  the 
abundant  fupply  of  the  fpirit  is  the  fruit  and  return  of  di- 
ligence in  prayer.     Matth.  vii.  7.    ^*  Afk  and  it  fliall  be 
^  given  you,  feek  and  ye  fhall  find,  knock  and  it  Ihall  be 
**  opened  unto  you."     See  alfo  Ezekiel  xxxvi.  25.  com- 
pared with  the  37th.  "Then  will  I  fprinkle  clean  water 
••  upon  you,  and  ye  fhall  be  clean;  from  all  your  fihhinefs 
**  and  from  all  your  idols  will  I  cleanfe  you."  &.c.    Thus 
"  faith  the  Lord,  yet  for  all  this  will  1  be  enquired  of  by 
"  the  houfe  of  Ifrael  to  do  it  for  them.'*     Thus  alfo  inward 
confolation,  as  well  as  outward  fecurity,  is  exprefsly  pro- 
mifed  as  the  efFeft  and  reward  of  uniformity  and  diligence 
in  duty.     Ifa.  xxxii.  17.  "  And  the  work  of  righteoufnefs 
**  ihall  be  peace,  and  the  effedl  of  righteoufnefs  quietnefs 
**  and  alTurance  for  ever."     As  the  counterpart  and  illuf- 
tration  of  this,  you  fee,  that  a  departure  from  fhe  path  of 
duty  brings  on  the  threatened,  or  perhaps  I  ou^ht  to  call  it 
the  promifed,  rod  of  correCiion.     Pfalm  Jxxxix.  30 — 33. 
"  But  if  his  children  fhall  fprfake  my  law,  and  not  walk 
"  in  my  judgments;  if  they  break  my  llatutes,  and  keep 
•^ not  my  commandments;  then  will  I  vifit  their  tranf- 
**  greffions  with  a  rod,  and  their  iniquities  with  (Iripes. 
**  Neverthelefs,  my  loving-kindnefs  will  1  not  take  from 
"  him,  nor  fuffer  my  faithfulnefs  to  fail."     In  the  fame 
manner,  Ifa.  xl.  30,  31,  *'  Even  the  youths  fhall  faint  and 
**  be  weary,  and  the  young  men  fhall  utterly  fall :  But 
**  they  that  wait  upon  the  Lord  Ihall  renew  their  flrength  ; 
"  they  fhall  mount  up  with  winps  as  eagles ;  they  fhall 
**  run  and  not  be  weary — they  fliall  walk  and  not  faint." 
Agreeably  to  all  this,  you  know,  our  blefled  Lord  prefcri- 
bed  watchfulnefs  and  prayer  as  the  great  prefervatives 
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igainft  temptation,  and  whoever  expcfts  eithcf  f][)tritua 
ftrength  or  comfort,  while  he  relaxes  his  diligence  in  dk 
way  of  diHy,  is  guilty  of  that  fin,  which  is  called  in  fcrip 
ture,  tempting  God;  and  fhall  affuredly  meet  with  i 
dreadful  difappointment 

My  brethren,  as  much  ofthe  dally  exercife  of  real  be 
lievers  regards  their  progrefs  in  fanflification,  and  thei 
peace  and  comfort,  it  is  proper  that  you  Ihould  careftiM; 
attend  to  the  tenor  of  thefe  promifes,  and  to  what  ought  t 
be  your  reliance  upon  them.  I  fhall  fum  up,  in  a  few  pax 
ticulars,  what  I  apprehend  to  be  of  mod  importance* 

1.  Truil  in  thefe  promifes  implies  felf-denial,  and 
deep  fenfc  of  your  own  weaknefs.  Thefe  promifes  woiili 
be  unneceffary  and  fuperfluous,  were  we  not  infufficientc 
oiirfelves  for  any  thing  that  is  good.  Truft  in  God  (land 
direftly  oppofed  to  all  felfdependance.  Proverbs  iii.  5 
•'  Trull  in  the  Lord  with  all  thine  heart,  and  lean  not  t 
**  tliine  own  underftanding."  How  jealous  God  is,  if 
may  fpeak  fo,  of  the  honor  that  is  due  to  him  in  this  re 
fixift,  may  be  feen  from  the  many  foul  and  fhamefi; 
crimes  into  which  he  permitted  fome  of  his  befl  faints  t 
fall,  when  they  were  off  their  guard  by  floth,  or  ftill  mor 
provoked  him  by  pride  and  prefumption.  Noah's  drunis 
cnnefs,  Mofes's  paffion,  David^s  adultery  and  murdei 
and  Peter's  denial  of  his  mafter.  i  Cor.  x.  11,  12.  "  Not 
"  all  thefe  things  happened  unto  them  for  enfamples,  am 
*'  they  are  written  for  our  admonition,  upon  whom  tb 
•'  ends  ofthe  world  are  come.  Wherefore,  let  him  thj 
"  thinketh  he  ttandeth^  take  heed  left  he  fall."  For  thi 
reafon  the  apoRle  Paul  fays  with  great  propriety,  and  wit 
great  force,  which  is  equally  applicable  to  himfelf  ani 
other  believers,  a  fceming  paradox,  i  Cor.  xii.  10.  "  Fc 
**  when  I  am  weak,  then  I  am  ftrong." 

2.  As  we  are  to  put  no  truft  in  ourfelves,  fo  we  are  t 
exercife  the  moftunfhaken  confidence  of  our  being  abl 
to  difcharge  am^  duty  or  undergo  any  trial  by  the  help  < 
the  Almijrhty — Oh  !  how  ready  are  we  to  fin  on  bot 
handr,?  How  often  do  we  prcfumc  upon  our  own  ftrengt 
and  ror;Tet  the  nsceffity  of  applying  for  divine  aid  ? — An 
«n  the  o;her  hand,  how  prone  arc  we  to  timidity  or  di 
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rpondence  in  difBcuIt  cafes  ?  When  corruptFons  have  long 
kept  their  ground,  we  are  ready  to  dread  their  influence, 
and  to  make  but  little  out  of  the  promifes  in  fcripture, 
that  we  fhall  be  made  **  more  than  conquerors  through 
"  him  that  loved  us.*'  We  have  learned,  by  fad  expe- 
rience, that  in  us  dwelleth  no  good  thing,  and  yet  it  is 
long  before  we  will  Attend  to  the  leffon  that  follows  hard 
upon  it,  "  My  grace  is  fufHcient  for  thee,  and  my  ftrength 
"  fhall  be  made  perfeft  in  weakncfe.** 

3.  As  thefe  promifes  are  ejtprefsly  made  to  the  dili- 
gent,  you  muft  ftill  remember  that  your  own  attention  and 
application  to  duly  is  effentially  neceffary,  and  that  the 
affiftance  promifed  from  on  high,  is  always  reprefcnted  in 
fcripture  as  an  argument  and  encouragement  to  diligence, 
and  not  a  warrant  or  excufe  forfloth.  Philip,  ii.  12. 
**  Work  out  your  own  falvation  with  fear  and  trembling, 
"  for  it  is  God  that  workcth  in  you  both  to  will  and  to  do  of 
••  his  good  pleafure."  It  is  alfo  well  worthy  of  notice, 
that  the  fame  prophet  Ezekiel,  who  fays,  chap,  xxxvi, 
26.  **  A  new  heart  alfo  will  I  give  you,  and  a  new 
*•  fpirit  will  I  put  within  you,'*  changes  the  form  of  his 
expreflion;  and  in  another  place,  chap,  xviii.  31,  32, 
fpeaks  in  the  following  terms ;  "  Caft  away  from  you  all 
•'  your  tranfgreflions  whereby  ye  have  tranfgreifed ;  and 
*•  make  you  a  new  heart  and  a  new  fpirit ;  for  why  will 
**  ye  die,  O  houfe  of  Ifrael  ?  For  I  have  no  pleafure  in 
•■  the  death  of  him  that  dieth,  faith  the  Lord  God ;  where- 
"  fore  turn  yourfelves,  and  live  ye."  In  confequence  of 
this, 

4.  In  the  laft  place,  truft  in  God  will  make  us  ready 
to  acknowledge,  that  when  we  fail  in  duty,  when  we  for- 
get or  break  our  refolutions,  the  fault  is  certainly  in  our- 
iclves.  It  is  impoffible  to  excufe  or  juftify  ourfelves  in 
any  degree,  without  laying  tlie  blame,  in  the  fame  pro- 
portion,  upon  God,  and  calling  in  quellion  his  faithful- 
nefs  and  truth.  But  whatever  our  treacherous  hearts 
may  fmfuUy  fuggeft,  we  are  not  ftraitened  in  God,  but 
ftraitened  in  our  own  bov/els.  We  find  him  pleading  his 
own  caufe,  in  this  refpeft,  in  many  paiFages  of  fcripture. 
Ifa.  lix.  I.  "  Behold,  the  IsonVs  hand  is  not  fliortcnecLj 
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^  that  it  cannot  fave ;  neither  his  ear  heavy,  that  he  can- 
"  not  hear ;  but  your  Tins  have  feparated  between  you  and 
*^  your  God,  and  your  iniquities  have  hid  his  face  from 
"  you,  that  he»  will  not  hear/'    Upon  the  whole,  truft  in 
thefe  promifes  is  no  other  than  an  humble  and  diligent . 
application  to  duty,  under  a  deep  fenfe  of  weaknefs,  and 
dependance  on  promifed  llrcngth,  accompanied  with  a 
firm  perfuafion,  that  ^^  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  we  (hall . 
**  tread  down  our  enemies,"  and  go  on  from  flrength  to.. 
llrength,  "  till  we  appear  before  God  in  Zion.*' 

3*  Another  clafs  of  promifes  are  thofe  that  are  fuf- 
pended,  not  only  on  the  fame  conditions  with  the  two 
former,  but  upon  fome  other  circumdances  in  themfelves  . 
uncertain,  or  to  us  unfeen.     Thefe  are  temporal  mercies 
or  rather  temporal  profperity,  deliverance  from  prefent ' 
diflrefs,  and  abundance  or  sdfiuence  of  outward  enjoy- . 
ments.     Perhaps  we  may  alfo  add  fpiritual  confolation, 
and  fcnfible  joy  in  God.     I  find  no  temporal  promife 
precifely  fixed  to  the  fervant  of  God  but  this:  "  Bread 
**  Ihall  be  given  him,  and  his  trater  fljall  be  fure  ?"  and  it 
is  certainly  his  duty,  in  the  mod  ftrailening  circumftan* 
ces,  to  maintain  a  confident  dependance  on  the  power . 
and  wifdom  of  Providence  for  neceflary  fupply.     I  do  not 
condemn  thofe,  who,  when  reduced  to  extremity,  have ' 
aftually  pleaded  this  divine  promife,  and  againll  hope,  • 
have  believed  in  hope ;  and  I  am  perfuaded,  inftances 
have  not  been  wanting,  of  relief  furnifhed  in  a  manner 
next  to  miraculous.    But  as  to  every  other  degree  of  tem- 
poral profperity,  God  hadi  referved  it  in  his  own  hand  to 
give  or  with-hold  it  at  his  pleafure,  that  is,  as  he  fees  it 
will  be  moft  for  his  glory,  and  the  benefit  of  Ills  people. 
It  is  lawful  then,  my  brethren,  for  you  to  endeavor  to 
procure,  by  honed  indiidry,  the  increafe  of  your  fubdance, 
to  look  well  to  the  date  of  your  flocks  and  your  herds, 
and  to  afic  by  prayer  the  blcfling  of  God  upon  your  labors. 
It  is  lawful,  and  it  is  your  duty,  by  regularity  and  care  to 
preferve  life  and  heakh,  as  well  as  to  alk  ol  the  Father  of 
your  f[)irits,  recovery  from  ficknefs,  or  deliverance  from 
any  other  kind  of  didrefs.     But  you  are  not  warranted  to 
believe  that  thefe  petiuons  diall  be  granted  in  band,  or  in 
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your  own  time  and  meafure,  even:  though  you  a(k  them  in 
fincerily  with  the  prayer  of  faith.  There  may  be  reafons 
for  with-holding  them,  and  yet  you  may  be  accepted  in 
your  prayers.  An  infinitely  wife  God  knows  beft  what 
is  for  your  good,  and  he  only  hath  a  right  to  determine 
in  what  part  of  his  own  fervice ;  where  and  how  long  he 
ihall  employ  you.  Truft  in  God,  therefore,  in  this  re- 
•fycQ^  implies  a  careful  attention  to  the  tenor  of  the  pro- 
mifes  with  regard  to  temporal  mercies,  and  not  to  look 
for,  or  even,  if  pofllble,  defire  what  he  hath  not  promifed 
to  beflow. 

If  I  am  not  mtftaken,  we  fhall  find  it  of  moment,  upon 
this  fabjed,  to,  obferve,  both  what  he  hath  not  and  what 
he  hath  certainly  promifed.  He  has  no  where  promifed 
that  his  own  people  fliall  be  the  richeft  or  the  greateft  on 
earth ;  but  he  hath  certainly  promifed  to  blefs  their  pro- 
vifion,  and  aflured  them  that  a  little  that  a  juft  man  hath, 
fliall  be  better  than  the  riches  of  many  wicked.  He  has 
not  promifed  that  they  fliall  be  free  from  fufiering ;  but 
he  hath  certainly  promifed  to  fupport  them  by  his  own 
prefence  under  their  diflrefs.  Ifa.  xliii.  2.  ^^  When  thou 
**  pafleft  through  the  waters,  I  will  be  with  thee ;  and 
*^  through  the  rivers,  they  fliall  not  overflow  thee ;  when 
*^  thou  walked  through  the  fire  thou  flialt  not  be  burnt ; 
^  neither  fliall  the  flame  kindle  upon  thee."  The  truth 
is,  he  hath  promifed  that  ^^  all  things  fliall  work  together 
**  for  their  good."  In  one  word,  they  have  indeed  all 
mercies  promifed,  only  they  themfelves  are  not  in  a  con- 
dition, at  prefent,  to  judge  what  they  may  ufe  with  fafety, 
and  what  not.  As  the  heir  of  an  opulent  eftate,  though 
he  is  proprietor  of  all,  yet  is  laid  under  reftraint  while  in 
infancy  and  non^age,  becaufe  he  would  foon  ruin  himfelf  if 
it  were  committed  to  his  own  management ;  fo  the  be- 
liever, though  an  heir  of  God,  and  joint  heir  with  Clirift, 
yet  till  he  is  meet  for  the  inheritance,  he  mud  be  at  his 
Maker's  and  Redeemer's  difpofal.  Take  in,  therefore, 
only  this  limitation,  and  then  fee  his  extenfive  charter. 
I  Cor.  iii.  21.  "  For  all  things  are  yours;  whether  Paul, 
**  or  Apollos,  or  Cephas,  or  the  world,  or  life,  or  death, 
^  or  things  prefent,  or  things  to  come;  all  are  yours;  and 
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"  ye  are  Chrift's,  and  Chrift  is  God's.*'  What  then  it 
the  duty  of  a  child  of  God  ?  It  is  to  breathe  after  more  and 
more  fubmiffion  to  the  divine  will,  and  to  annex  this  re* 
fervation  to  every  petition  of  a  temporal  nature,  neverthe- 
lefs,  not  my  will  but  thine  be  done.  And  oh !  my  bre* 
thren,  how  happy  the  perfon  who  hath  feen  the  weaknefs 
of  human  judgment ;  who  waits  the  intimation  of  God'9 
willf  before  he  will  fuffer  his  defires  to  fallen  with  eager- 
neff  on  any  earthly  comfort,  and  who  endeavors  to  keep 
himfelf  free  from  perplexity,  by  an  humble  and  fubmifQve 
reliance  on  the  alUfufficiency  of  God  ! 

I  obferved  in  entering  on  this  part  of  the  fubjeA,  that 
fpiritual  confolation,  or  ienfible  joy  in  God,  is  to  be  con- 
fidered  as  a  promife  of  the  fame  clafs,  which  muft,  there- 
fore, be  afked  with  fubmiffion,  and  is  difpenfed  according 
to  the  good  pleafure  of  a  gracious  but  fovereign  God.  I 
am  fenfible,  as  has  been  formerly  obferved,  with  another 
view,  that  fome  degree  of  comfort  neceOarily  follows  from 
a  believer's  relation  to  God,  but  many  pious  perfons  feem 
to  defire  and  to  expe£t  fenfible  comfort  in  a  higher  mea- 
fure  than  God  fees  it  meet  to  give  them,  or,  than  is  pro- 
per for  them  in  the  prefent  ftate.  It  is  with  fpiritual  prof* 
perity  as  with  temporal,  every  one  cannot  bear  it.  There^ 
fore,  it  is  our  duty  dill  to  be  fenfible  that  we  have  much 
more  comfort  and  peace  than  we  deferve,  and  as  we  defire 
and  ftrive  for  greater  degrees  of  it,  to  accompany  thefe  de- 
fires  with  much  humility  and  refignation  to  the  will  of 
God. 

I  proceed  now  to  the  left  thing  propofed,  which  was  to 
make  a  pradlical  application  of  this  fubjefit  for  your  in- 
llruftion  and  direflion. 

I.  From  what  has  been  faid,  you  may  fee  what  judg- 
mcnt  you  ought  to  form  of  inward  fuggellions,  and  ftrong 
or  particular  impreffions  upon  your  minds.  There  are 
fome  extremely  prone  to  interpret  a  text  of  fcripture,  fud- 
denly  fuggefted  to  their  minds,  or  any  ftrong  impreffion 
made  on  them,  as  an  immediate  meffage  from  God,  to  be 
dircftly  applied  to  themfelves :  Others,  in  oppofition  to 
this,  as  enthufiaftical  and  vifionary,  feeni  to  give  up  eve- 
rj  expeftation  of  being  able  to  fay  with  the  Pfalmift, 
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*'  I  blefs  the  Lord  who  hath  given  me  counfel,  my  reins 
*^  alfo  inftru£t  nie  in  the  night  feafon."  I  beg,  therefore, 
that  you  may  obferve,  that  the  fuggeftion  of  a  paflage  of 
fcripture,  of  itfelf  gives  no  title  to  the  immediate  appli- 
cation of  it,  becaufe  the  great  deceiver  may  undoubtedly 
fuggeft  fcripture,  as  we  find  he  could  reafon  from  it  in  our 
Saviour's  temptation.  We  are,  in  every  fuch  cafe,  to 
confider  the  tenor  of  it,  if  it  be  a  promife  or  encourage- 
ment, that  is,  how  and  in  what  manner  it  may  be  fafely 
applied.  If  any  thing  happens  to  be  fuggefted  that  ex- 
pre&Iy  fuits  our  prefent  condition,  cither  by  fetting  home 
the  obligation  of  duty,  with  particular  evidence  upon  the 
confcience,  or  pointing  out  the  grounds  of  comfort,  it 
ought  to  be.  thankfully  acknowledged  as  from  the  fpirit  of 
God.  For  example,  if  a  perfon  under  the  power  of  a 
fpirit  of  bondage,  and  fear  of  divine  wrath,  hath  fuggefted 
to  him  any  of  the  extenfive  gracious  aflurances  of  mercy 
to  the  chief  of  finners,  it  is  his  duty  to  lay  hold  of  it.  It 
is  dire£lly  fuited  to  his  condition,  and  would  be  the  very 
thing  that  a  wife  and  judicious  paftor  would  recommend 
to  bim  for  his  relief.  He  may  therefore,  without  hefita- 
tion,  blefe  God  for  it,  if  it  is  brought  with  power  and  ef- 
ficacy  upon  his  heart.  In  the  fame  manner,  if  a  perfon 
under  trouble  hath  fuggefted  to  him  any  of  the  promifes  of 
fupport  under  it,  furely  he  ought,  in  the  difcharge  of  his 
duty,  firmly  to  rely  on  the  accomplifliment  of  that  part  of 
the  word  of  God.  But  in  the  reflex  examination  of  a 
pcrfon*s  charafter  or  ftate,  to  apply  the  fudden  fuggcftion 
of  a  promife  or  privilege,  perhaps  of  a  conditional  nature, 
is  certainly  both  fmful  and  dangerous.  Sinful,  bscaufe 
without  warrant ;  and  dangerous,  becaufe  leading  to  de« 
lufion. 

2.  From  what  hath  been  faid,  you  may  fee  what  it  is 
that  we  ought  to  feck  for  with  the  greateft  earneftnefs, 
and  may  hope  to  obtain  with  the  greateft  confidence. 
Recoiled:,  I  befeech  you,  the  order  in  which  I  have  men- 
tioned the  promifes  of  God  as  the  obje£ts  of  truft  and  re- 
liance. Firft  of  all  the  promifes  of  falvation,  deliverance 
fi'om  the  guilt  of  fin,  and  a  right  to  everlafting  life ;  ne;ct 
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whatever  is  neceflary  to  the  prefervatton  and  ilnpiroW 
of  the  fpiritual  life ;  and  then  in  the  third  place,  p 
accommodation  and  fuitable  provifion  in  our  p< 
through  the  prefent  world.  They  are  here  ranked  ac 
ing  to  their  value  in  themfelves,  and  the  value  whic 
ihould  put  upon  them;  Let  us,  therefore,  take  can 
we  never  violate  this  order,  which  is  neceflary^  not 
becaufe  of  their  comparative  value,  but  becaufe  of 
mutual  influence  one  upon  another.  It  is  in  vain  f 
to  expe£t  to  attain  to  the  habit  or  praflice  of  holinefi 
we  are  united  to  God  by  faith  in  Jefus  Chrift.  A 
promifesof  the  gofpel  are  ratified  in  him.  All  the  d 
i'ulnefs  is  treafured  up  in  him.  Every  divine  gift  i 
:penfed  by  him.  Therefore,  he  fays  John  xv.  4.  "  I 
^^  in  me,  and  Tin  you.  As  the  branch  cannot  bear 
**  of  itfelfi  except  it  abide  in  the  vine ;  no  more  ca 
"  except  ye  abide  in  me.'*  And  tlie  apoftle  Paul,  G 
ao,  ''  I  am  crucified  with  Chrift ;  neverthelcfs  1 
**  yet  not  I,  but  Chrift  liveth  in  me ;  and  the  life  wl 
**  now  live  in  the  flefli,  1  live  by  the  faith  of  the  S 
**  God,  who  loved  me,  and  gave  himfelf  for  me." 

In  the  fame  manner  nothing  can  be  more  prepofti 
than  to  fix  our  afFe£tions  upon  temporal  mercies,  0 
attention  upon  the  promifes  that  relate  to  them,  fo 
lofe  view  of  our  intereft  in  God's  favor,  and  the  progr 
ourfanftification.  All  the  temporal  promifes  in  fcri] 
are  made  to  the  children  of  God  as  fuch,  and  for  can 
on  the  purpofcs  of  his  grace  in  them. — Your  hea> 
Father  knoweth  that  ye  have  need  of  thefe  things.  1 
18  no  promife  in  the  whole  volume  of  infpiration  t 
wicked  and  impenitent.  "  There  is  no  peace,  faiil" 
"  God,  to  the  wicked."  He  will  either  rebuke  the 
his  wrath  and  chaften  them  in  his  hot  difpleafure,  or 
them  up  to  a  curfed,  hardening,  ftupifying  profp< 
than  which,  no  ftate  on  earth,  is  more  to  be  dreade 
Ghriftian !  never  fuffer  an  anxiety  about  your  out 
ftate  to  fupplant  or  go  before,  or  even  to  be  feparated 
m  concern,  that  you  may  not  be  found  wanting  1 
weighed  in  the  balance  of  the  fanftuary. 
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3.  Let  me  befeech  you  to  adore  the  wifdom,  juftice  and 
mercy  of  God,  in  the  order  he  hath  eftablifhed,  according 
to  the  dififerent  nature  of  the  proniifes.  That  which  is  of 
moll,  nay,  properly  fpeaking,  of  unfpeakable  value,  and 
radically  contains  all  the  reft,  is  placed  firil  in  order,  and 
oiTered  in  the  mod  free  and  gracious  manner,  without 
money  and  without  price.  Salvation  is  preached  to  the 
chief  of  finners,  and  a  Saviour  held  forth  as  able  to  fave 
to  the  uttermoft  all  that  come  to  God  by  him.  Many 
ules  might  be  made  of  this,  but  the  (ingle  ufe  I  intend  to 
make  of  it,  at  prefent,  as  connefied  with  the  duty  of  truft, 
is  to  filence  the  complaints  of  envy  and  impatience.  How 
prone  are  many  to  look  with  an  evil  eye  upon  the  more 
extenfive  pofleiBons  and  fi^reater  apparent  outward  com- 
fort which  others  enjoy?  Does  it  not  adonifh  you  to  think 
bow  much  unbelief  and  ingratitude  diere  is  in  thofe  re« 
pining  thoughts  ?  Meannefs  of  rank,  and  poverty  of  (late, 
ire  no  hinderance  at  all  to  an  intered  in  Chrill,  and  a 
right  to  everlafting  life.  Nay,  the  gofpel  is  preached  to 
the  poor. — Many  a  Lazarus  has;  been  carried  by  the  an- 
gels to  Abraham's  bofom,  while  the  rich  and  luxurious 
have  lifted  up  their  eyes  in  torments.  Will  you,  can  you, 
dare  you  then  complain  ?  Will  you  envy  the  man  of  the 
world,  his  (lately  palace— ^his  elegant  furniture,  and  his 
fumptuous  £ire  2  What  is  the  ampled  portion  in  the  pre- 
fent life  compared  with  the  fure  mercies  of  David?  What 
child  of  God  would  exchange  with  any  wicked  man  a 
pnfon  for  a  palace,  or  a  fcaflbid  for  a  throne  ? 

I  befeech  you  to  add  to  all  this,  that,  even  with  regard 
to  prefent  peace  or  comfort,  there  is  no  comparifon  be- 
tween a  good  man  and  a  bad.  ^'  A  man's  life  doth  not 
'^  confid  in  the  abundance  of  the  things  which  he  pofTefFes." 
This  is  a  truth  not  only  often  repeated  in  the  facred  ora- 
cles, but  written  in  the  cleared  and  mod  legible  charac- 
ters in  the  hidory  of  Providence. — Nay,  even  indepen- 
dently  of  virtue  or  religion  itfelf,  every  human  calamity, 
whether  arifing  from  (icknefs,  reproach,  contention,  fear, 
or  ungratified  defire,  rages  with  greater  violence  in  the 
!)igher,  than  in  the  lower  dations  of  life.     A  vain  and 

conceited  monarch  once  fent  to  alk  at  an  heathen  oracle. 
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whd  was  the  happieft  man  on  earth  ?  and  met  with  a  de^ 
ferved  difappointment  in  the  reply.  If  we  (hould  put  a 
quedion  much  more  profitable,  as  well  as  much  more  ea- 
iily  refolved,  in  what  rank  of  life  the  moil  exquifite  human 
mifery  has  been  found  ?  I  have  no  doubt  but  it  ought  to 
be  anfweredf  upon  a  throne.  Experience  will  always  ra- 
tify the  wife  man's  obfervation  :  Better  is  a  dinner  of 
berbs  where  love  isj  than  a  stalled  ox  and  hatred  there- 
with.  A  fanftified  lot  is  an  incftimable  treafure.  The 
bleifing  of  God  on  a  cruife  of  oil,  and  a  pot  of  meal.  Is 
better  than  inexhauftible  mines  of  gold  and  fdven  Wliat 
caufe  of  contentment  and  patience  to  the  child  of  God ! 
In  the  laft  place,  you  may  learn  from  what  has  beeti 
faid  on  the  fubjeft,  what  is  the  plained,  the  fliortefl,  and 
indeed  the  only  fure  way  to  deliverance  ffom  diftrefs  ot 
calamity  of  whatever  kind.  It  is  to  fly  to  the  mercy  of 
God  through  the  blood  of  Chrift,  to  renew  the  excrcifes  of 
faith  in  him,  and,  in  proportion  as  it  pleafes  God  tb  fill 
you  with  all  joy  and  peace  in  believing,  you  will  perceive 
every  other  covenant-bleffing  flow  clear  and  Unmixed 
from  this  inexhaufted  fource.  It  will  lead  to  repentance, 
humiliation  and  fubmiffion.  The  fanftified  ufe  of  the  af* 
flitlion  will  be  obtained,  and  this  brings  deliverance  of  it* 
felf ;  for  no  rod  will  be  continued  longer,  than  it  hath  an- 
fwered  its  end.  At  any  rate,  when  fufFering  is  neceflary, 
grace,  to  fuffer  with  patience,  (hall  not  be  withheld. — 
Would  you  have  any  more,  and  is  not  this  remedy  always 
at  hand  ?  Can  the  pooreft  man  fay  it  is  not  within  the 
reach  of  his  purfe  ?  It  is,  at  once,  effectual  and  univerfal. 
It  was  once  faid  in  contempt  of  a  worthy  and  pious  mi- 
nifter,  that  he  made  fo  much  of  the  blood  of  Chrift,  that 
he  would  apply  it  even  to  a  broken  bone.  But  bating 
what  may  be  thought  indecent  in  the  expreflion,  chofen 
on  purpofe  to  bring  a  good  man  into  ridicule,  the  thing 
itfelf^  I  make  bold  to  affirm,  is  a  great  and-  a  precious 
truth.  Faith  in  the  blood  of  Chrift  makes  a  man  fuperior 
to  all  fufferings.  It  foftens  their  afpeft — it  abates  their  fc- 
verity — nay,  it  changes  their  nature.  When  a  man  is 
under  diftrefs  or  calamity  of  any  kind,  and  confidcrs  it 
®nly  in  itfclf,  and  independently  of  his  relation  to  God, 
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it  fetairift  its  bid  nattire,  and  tslftesr  with  all  the  bitt^mefd  of 
the  original  curfe ;  but  when  it  is  confidered  as  limited  in 
its  nature — in  its  meafure  and  its  continuance  by  a  kind 
Saviduti  the  believer  fubmits  to  it  with  patience,  as  a  part 
of  his  Creator^s  will ;  bears  it  with  patience  in  hts  Re- 
deemer's ftrength,  and  fometimes  is  enabled  to  embrace 
it  with  pleafure,  as  ferving  to  carry  him  to  his  Father's 
prefence.  Is  this  going  too  far  i  No,  my  dear  brethren  ; 
tbefe  are  great  realities  to  which  the  word  of  God,  and  the 
experience  of  his  faints,  bear  united  evidence;  Many 
here  prefent,  I  doubt  not^  have  been  Witneifes  of  this  trudl 
in  the  carriage  of  their  relations  now  with  God ;  and  not 
a  few,  I  truft,  will  repeat  the  tedimony  to  fucceeding  ages. 
I  conclude  all  with  that  animated  paflage  of  the  apolUe 
Paul — 2 Cor.  iv.  i6, 17.  '*  Forwbichcaufe%re&intnot; 
*'  but  though  our  outward  than  periflt,  yet  the  inwafd  mail 
^  is  renewed  day  by  day.  For  our  light  affliftion,  which 
^  is  but  for  a  moment,  worketh  for  us  a  far  more  exceed* 
•*  ing  and  eternal  weight  of  glory." 


Vol.  It.  C  c 
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Ow  THE  PURITY  OP  THE  HEART. 

SERMON  27. 


Proverbs  xxx.  7,  8,  9. 

Two  things  have  I  reouired  of  thee^  deny  me  them  not  before 
I  die :  remove  far  from  me  vanity  and  lies;  give  me  neither 
poverty  nor  riches  ;  feed  me  with  food  convenient  for  mr, 
kst  I  be  full  and  deny  thee^  and  say  ^  who  is  the  Lord?  or 
lest  I  be  poor  ank  steals  and  take  the  name  of  my  God  iri 
vain. — 


My  Brethren, 

OU  R  dependent  condition  as  creatures,  and  much 
more  our  dangerous  condition  as  fmners,  expofed 
to  daily  temptation,  renders  prayer  a  duty  of  the  moftab- 
folute  neceffity.  You  mud  all  be  fenfiUe,  how  frequent 
and  preffing  the  exhortations  to  it  are  in  the  holy  fcrip^ 
tures.  And,  indeed,  there  cannot  be  a  better  evidence 
of  a  right  temper  of  mind,  than  an  habitual  difpoficion  to 
the  exercife  of  this  duty. 

But  as  prayer  is  a  neceflary  duty,  we  ought  to  give  the 
greater  attention  to  the  manner  in  which  it  is  performed. 
We  ought  to  a(k  only  for  fuch  things  as  are  truly  fafe  and 
ufeful.  We  ought  alfo  to  offer  up  our  prayers  with  im- 
J>ortunity,  or  referve,  according  to  the  nature  ""and  com- 
parative importance  of  thofe  bleflings  we  delire  to  obtain.' 
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All  our  wants  are  perfedly  known  to  God ;  he  ii  alio  die 
bed  judge  o(  what  is  fit  for  us,  and  therefore,  our  petition! 
Should  be  well  weig^ied,  and  exprefled  in  fucb  terms,  as, 
at  the  fame  time  that  they  intimate  our  defires,  leave 
puch  ta  himfelf,  as  to  (he  meafure  and  max^ijer  pf  (atis* 
fying  tliem. 

We  have  an  excellent  example  of  this  pious  and  pm* 
dent  conduct,  in  ^he  prayer  of  the  prophet  Agur,  juft  rea4 
in  your  hearing.  All  his  requefts  are  fummed  up  in  two 
general  heads.  Thefe  he  feems  to  infift  upon,  as  abfoluter 
ly  neceflary  to  afk»  with  that  humble,  holy  confidence  . 
which  is  founded  on  the  divine  promife,  that  if  we  afk  any 
thing  agreeable  to  his  will,  h^  heareth  us.  He  feems  alfp 
ito  a&  them,  as  what  would  fully  fatisfy  htm,  and  be  fuflB- 
pient  for  the  comfort  of  the  prefent  life,  and  the  happinefs 
of  the  life  to  come.  "  Two  things,'*  fays  he,  "  have  I  re- 
^  quired  of  thee,  deny  me  them  not  before,*-  or,  as  k 
ought  rather  to  be  trs^nflated,  **  until  I  die." 

Thefe  two  requefts  are  conceived  in  the  following  terfns 
•— *^  Remove  far  from  me  vanity  and  lies,  give  me  peither 
**  poverty  nor  riches."  The  firft,  viz.  "  remove  fer  frpm 
**  me  V4i>ity  and  lies/*  evidently  relates  tp  the  tempeff  o[ 
Jiis  mind,  and  thp  ftate  of  his  foul-  The  fecond,  viz, 
**  give  me  neither  poyerty  nor  riches,'*  relates  to  his  out- 
ward  condition  orcircumfiances  in  the  prefent  life.  There 
are  two  things  in  the  general  ftructure  of  this  comprehen^ 
five  prayer,  that  merit  you  particular  attention.  Firft, 
The  order  of  his  requeft ;  beginning  with  what  is  ^  mod 
importance,  the  temper  of  his  mind,  and  his  hope  towards 
God;  and  then  adding,  as  but  deferving  the  fecond  place, 
what  related  to  his  prefent  accommodation. 

Secondly,  The  cc^nneftion  of  his  requefts.  The  choice 
he  makes  as  to  his  temporal  condition,  is  in  immediate 
and  direft  fubferviency  to  his  fan£tification.  This  is  plain 
from  the  arguments  with  which  he  prefles,  or  the  reafons 
which  he  afligns  for  his  fecond  petition.  ^^  Give  me  nei» 
^*  ther  poverty  qor  riches,  left:  I  be  full  and  deny  thee; 
^*  and  fay,  who  is  the  Lord  ?  or  left  I  be  poor  and  ftealj 
V:  and  tcdke  the  name  of  my  God  in  vain." 
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My  brediren,  I  am  perfuaded  that  this  fubjefl  can  hard- 
ty  be,  at  any  time,  unfeafonable  to  a  Chrifiian  aOembly^ 
as  our  mifplaced,  exceflive,  and  unreafonable  defires  are 
the  greateft  enemies  to  our  progrefs  in  holinefsi  as  well  as 
to  our  comfort  and  peace.  Perhaps,  however,  there  are 
feme  circumftances  that  render  it  peculiarly  proper  for 
this  auditory.  Young  perfons  are  very  apt  to  cherifh  vail 
and  boundlefs  defires  as  to  outward  things;  and  having 
not  ]ret  experienced  the  deceitiulnefs  of  the  world,  are  apt 
to  entertain  exceffive  and  extravagant  hopes.  The  truth 
is,  rich  and  poor,  young  and  old,  may  here  receive  a  lef- 
fan  of  the  utmoft  moment. 

Let  me  therefore  intreat  your  attention,  while  I  endea* 
yor.to  open  and  improve  this  paflage  of  the  holy  fcrip^ 
tures ;  beginning,  at  this  time,  with  the  firft  requeft 
^  Remove  far  from  me  vanity  and  lies.** 

In  difcourfing  on  which,  I  will  endeavor, 

I.  To  explain  the  import  of  it,  or  ihew  at  what  it  chief. 
]y  points,  and  to  what  it  may  be  fuppofed  to  extend. 

n.  Apply  the  fubjeft  for  your  inftrufiion  and  direfti- 
on. 

I.  I  am  to  explain  the  import  of  the  prophet^s  prayer, 
^  or  ihew  at  what  it  chiefly  points,  and  to  what  it  may  be 
fuppofed  to  extend,  in  the  petition,  ^*  Remove  far  from 
^'  me  vanity  and  lies."  The  word  vanity^  efpecially  when 
it  is  joined,  as  it  is  frequently  in  fcripturc,  with  lyings  or 
Ues^  is  of  a  very  large  and  comprehenfive  fignification. 
The  word  in  the  original,  tranflated  vanity^  properly  fig* 
nifies  lightness  or  emptiness  /  and  ties  fi^\fy  falsebowi^ 
in  oppofition  to  truth'. 

I  imagine  we  fhall  haver  clear  conception,  both  of  the 
meaning  an4  force  of  this  phi-^ik,  if  we  make  the  follow- 
\x\%  remark :  God  himfelf  is  tt.<^  great  fountain  of  life  and 
exiftence;  the  great  I  AM,  as  he  emphatically  ftylcs  him- 
felf to  Mofes;  the  original  and  the  only  reality^  if  I  may 
fo  fpeak.  All  other  beings  have  only  a  dependent  and 
precarious  exiftence ;  fo  that  the  creatioti  itfelf,  though 
his  own  work|  compared  to  him,  is  vanity.    **  Vanity  of 
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*^  vanities,  faith  the  preacher,  vanity  of  vanities,  all  is  va- 
•*  nity/*  Therefore,  in  a  particular  manner,  the  word  ia 
often  ufed  to  denote  the  folly  of  all  idolatrous  worihip;  or 
the  giving  the  refpe£t  and  honor  to  any  thing  elfe,  which 
is  due  to  God  alone.  ^^  They  have  moved  me  to  jealoufy 
^^  with  that  which  is  not  God,  they  have  provoked  me  to 
^^  anger  v^ith  their  vanities.  Are  there  any  among  the 
^^  vanities  of  the  Gentiles,  that  can  caufe  rain ;  or  can 
^^  the  heavens  give  fliowers,  art  thou  not  he,  O  Lord  our 
"  God." 

Sometimes  it  is  ufed  to  denote  xht  folly  or  unprofitable^ 
ness  of  any  vice,  and  particularly  of  an  ill-founded  con- 
ceit of  ourfelves,  as  well  as  of  all  fraud  and  difiimulation, 
in  word  or  a£lion.  So  that  this  prayer  for  our  fouls,  ihort 
as  it  appears  to  be,  when  confidercd  in  its  full  extent,  will 
be  found  to  contain  a  great  variety  of  important  matter,— 
This  I  fhall  endeavor  to  give  you  a  brief  account  of,  under 
the  following  particulars. 

I.  We  are  hereby  taught  to  pray,  tiiat  we  may  be  pre- 
ferved  by  divine  grace,  from  all  falfe  and  erroneous  prin-^ 
ciples  in  religion;  fo  as  we  may  neither  be  deceived  by 
them  ourfelves,  nor  any  way  inllrumental  in  deceiving 
others.  This,  by  what  has  been  faid  of  the  ufe  of  the 
words  in  fcripture,  appears  to  be  implied  in  the  requeft, 
and  it  is  of  more  moment  than  fome  are  willing  to  allow. 
The  underftanding  being  the  leading  faculty,  an  error 
tbere^  fpreads  its  unhappy  influence  through  the  whole 
temper  and  life.  Whereas,  on  the  contrary,  light  in  the 
\\\\\\A,  produces  fidelity  and  fecurity  in  the  confcience,  and 
tendcrnefs  in  the  converfation.  You  may  obferve,  that 
through  the  whole  hiflory  of  the  Old  Teftament,  idolatry, 
or  a  departure  from  the  knowledge  and  worftiip  of  the  true 
God,  is  the  leading  fm,  and  the  fruitful  fource  of  every 
other  vicious  praftice.  We  fometimes,  indeed,  feem  to 
iland  alloniflied  at  the  exceflive  pronenefs  of  the  ancient 
Jews  to  this  fin.  But  we  need  only  a  little  refleftion  to 
difcover,  that  an  evil  heart  of  unbelief  continues  the  fame 
at  bottom,  and  daily  produces  the  like  dangerous*  efieCts. 
How  prone  have  men  been  in  all  ages,  to  depart  from  the 
limplicity  of  the  truth      In  how  many  different  (hapes 


On  the  Purity  of  the  Heart.  207 

have  they  perverted  ill  One  age,  or  one  country,  has 
been  polluted  by  one  error,  and  another  by  an  oppofite, 
impelled  by  the  unflable  and  irregular  fancies  of  men  of 
corrupt  minds.  In  the  laft  age,  the  great  theme  of  the 
carnal  rcafoncr  was,  to  attempt  to  expofe  the  fcripture 
doArine  of  God*s  certain  knowledge,  and  precife  ordina* 
tion  of  all  events ;  and  in  this,  fate  and  neceflky  have 
become  the  firong  hold  of  infidelity,  and  are  embraced,  or 
feem  to  be  embraced,  by  every  enemy  of  true  religion 
without  exception.  Error,  fliifting  its  ground,  indeed,  is 
but  natural ;  for  lying  vanities  are  innumerable ;  but  the 
true  God  is  the  fame  **  yeftcrday,  to  day,  and  forever." 

At  this  very  time,  how  abounding  and  prevalent  is  in- 
fidelity, calling  in  queftion  the  mod  important  and  fun- 
damental principles,  both  of  natural  and  revealed  religion! 
And  how  properly  is  this  defcribed,  by>the  expreffion  in 
the  text,  vanity  and  lies;  for  it  always  takes  its  rife  from 
the  pride  and  vanity  of  the  human  heart !  Sometimes  a 
pride  of  underilanding,  which  afplres  to  pafs  judgment  on 
things  far  above  its  reach,  and  condemn  things  long  be- 
fore  they  are  examined  and  underftood :  Sometimes,  alfo, 
from  a  pride  of  heart,  or  felf-fufEciency,  that  is  unable  to 
endure  the  humbling  and  mortifying  view,  given  us  in 
fcripture,  of  our  charafter  and  flate.  Oh  how  readily  do 
men  turn  afide  from  the  truth !  With  what  greedinefs  do 
they  drink  in  the  flattering  but  deftruclive  poifon  !  Need 
I  point  out  to  you  the  fatal  eflefts  of  fuch  principles  taking 
place?  It  loofens  the  obligations  to  obedience,  takes  ofif 
the  edge  of  the  reproofs  of  confcience,  and  thus  removing 
refiraints,  leaves  men,  in  the  emphatical  language  of  the 
holy  fcripture,  "to  walk  in  the  ways  of  their  own  hearts, 
•*  and  in  the  fight  of  their  own  eyes." 

But  in  this  requeft,  "  remove  far  from  me  vanity  and 
•*  lies,"  I  would  not  have  you  confine  your  views  to  the 
nod  grofs  infidelity  and  avowed  oppofition  to  God.  Pray 
alfo,  that  you  may  be  preferved  from  error,  or  miftake  of 
any  kind ;  but  efpecially  fuch  as  have  the  greatell  influ- 
ence on  the  fubftance  of  religion. 

A  clear  apprehenfion  of  the  holy  nature,  and  righteous 
government  of  God — the  infinite  evil  of  fin — thefounda- 
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tion  of  our  peace  in  the  blood  of  the  atonement — and  the 
renewing  of  our  natures  by  the  Holy  Gholl,  feem  to  ^e 
ttbfolutely  neceflary  to  true  and  undefiled  religion.  And 
they  are  the  truths,  which  particularly  ferve  to  exalt  the 
Creator^  and  lay  the  creature  in  the  duft.  When,  there- 
fore, we  confider  how  grateful  to  corrupt  nature  every 
thing  is,  that  tends  to  fofter  pride — ^to  create  fecurity,  and 
fet  the  mind  at  eafe,  in  the  indulgence  of  fln ;  we  mud  be 
ienfible  of  how  great  importance  it  is,  to  pray  for  divine 
dire£tion,  and  divine  prefervation.  Nothing  is  more  dan* 
gerous  to  men  than  confidence  and  prefum  prion — nothing 
more  ufeful  in  faith  and  pra£Uce,  than  humility  and  (elf- 
denial. 

2.  This  prayer  implies,  a  defire  that  we  may  be  piis» 
ferved  from  fetting  our  affections  on  fuch  objeds,  as  am 
but  vain  and  unfatisfying,  and  will,  in  the  end,  difappoint 
our  expectation.  I  take  this  to  be  not  only  a  part,  but  a 
very  important  part  of  the  prophet's  meaning.  The 
world  is  the  great  fource  of  temptation;  the  powerful  and 
unhappy  influence  of  which  we  may  daily  fee;  or  rathet^ 
all  of  us  daily  and  fenfibly  feel.  What  is  it  poflefies  the 
iancy,  mifleads  the  judgment,  inflames  the  affe£tioni» 
confumes'the  lime,  and  ruins  the  foul,  but  thefe  prefent 
enjoyments,  of  which  the  wifed  of  men,  after  a  fiill  trial 
of  them,  hath  left  us  their  character  vanity  of  vanities. 

I  am  fenfible  that  I  have  now  entered  upon  a  fubjeCl^ 
which  is  far  from  being  difficult  to  enlarge  upon,  and  yet 
perhaps,  very  difficult  to  treat  with  propriety,  or  in  fuch 
a  manner,  as  to  have  the  intended  effect.  There  is  no- 
thing  more  eafy  than,  in  a  bold  declamatory  way,  to  draw 
pictures  of  the  vanity  of  human  life.  It  hath  been  done 
by  thOufands,  when,  after  all  their  broken  fchemes,  and 
difappointed  views,  they  have  juft  fuffered  Ihipwreck  up* 
on  the  coaft  of  the  enchanted  land  of  hope.  But  from  fuch 
men  we  may  expeft  to  hear  the  language  of  defpair,  ra» 
ther  than  of  experience ;  and  as  it  is  too  late  for  the  in- 
ftruCtion  of  the  fufferers,  fo  it  very  rarely  has  any  effeC^ 
in  warning  others  to  avoid  the  danger.  What  1  would, 
therefore,  willingly  attempt,  is,  to  confider  this  matter  in 
a  fober  fcriptural  light  i  if  fo  be  that  it  may  plcafe  God 
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to  carfy  conviftion  to  our  hearts,  and  make  it  truly  iife- 
ful,  both  to  ipeaker  and  hearers. 

Let  me,  therefore,-  my  bretiiren,  point  out  to  you,  pre- 
cifelvi  wherein  the  vanity  of  the  workl  lieth.  The  workl, 
in  htelf,  is  the  wbrkmanlhip  oK  God,  and  every  thing  tl^at 
is  done  in  it,  is  by  the  ordination,  oV  pcrmiffion  of  God. 
As  fitch,  it  is  jjood,  and  M)ay  be  iifcd  in  fubferviency  td 
his  honor^  and  our  own  peace.  But  through  the  corrup- 
tion of  our  nature,  the  creature  becomes  the  rival  and 
competitor  of  the  Creator  ior  our  hearts. — When  we  place 
our  fiipreme  happinefs  upon  it,  inftcad  of  makinjj  it  a 
mean  of  leadin^r  us  to  God,  then  its  inherent  vanity  im- 
mediately appears. — AVhen  men  allow  themfelves  in  the 
indulgence  of  vicious  pleafilres,  how  juftly  ma)'^  they  be 
called  vanity  and  lies?  They  are  fmiling  and  inviting  to 
appeiarance,  but  how  dreadful  and  dellrudlive  in  their  ef- 
fefts  ?  "  Whoredom  and  wine,  and  new  wine  take  away 
"  the  heart."  Thofe  who  refufe  to  be  confined  by  the 
laws  of  piety  and  fobriety,  vainly  think  they  are  walking 
at  liberty,  when  they  are  bringing  themfelves  into  fub- 
j^ftion  to  the  fevered  aiid  moft  inflexible  of  all  mailers. 
R«?ad  the  jufl  and  ftriking  defcription,  by  Solomon,  of  the 
effects  of  whoredom  ;  and  reflefit  on  the  innumerable  ca- 
lamities brought,  in  every  age,  on  perfons  and  families 
by  unbridled  lull.  See  alfo  the  eftefls  of  intemperance 
and  exccfs — "  Wine  is  a  mockef,  flrong  drink  is  raging, 
•'  and  whofoever  is  deceived  thereby  is  not  wife.*'  And 
again :  **  the  drunkard  and  glutton  (hull  come  to  poverty. 
*"  r^ok  not  upon  the  wine  v/hen  it  is  red,  when  it  givetli 
"  its  colour  in  the  cup,  when  it  moveth  itfelf  aright ;  at 
**  Jafi,  it  Mtcth  like  a  ferpent,  and  llingeth  like  an  adder." 

Think  on  the  unhappy  confcquences,  ofdifhonedy  and 
fraud-  "  Dread  of  deceit  is  fweet  to  a  man,  but  after- 
**  wards  his  mouth  fhall  be  filled  With  gravel." — You  may 
?!ib]'cc,  in  innumerable  pifTagcfs  of  fcripture,  that  opprel- 
fi on  of  orh'jrs,  as  i:  is  a  iin  of  U:e  decpell  dye,  fo  it  is  often 
remarkably  overtaken,  and  punidied  in  the  courfe  of  Pro- 
vidence, even  in  the  prcfent  life.  "Envy  thou  not  the 
"  opprcifor,  and  ?hoofe  none  of  his  ways;  for  the  frov/ard 
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^^  is  abomination  to  the  Lord,  but  his  fecret  is  with  the 
^^  righteous.  The  curfe  of  the  Lord  is  in  the  houfe  of  the 
**  wicked,  but  he  bleffeth  the  habitation  of  the  juft." 

But  there  is  fomething  more  in  this  requeft,  than  being 
preferved  from  pradtices  directly  vicious ;  for  the  fetting 
of  our  hearts  upon  worldly  things,  and  making  them  oar 
chief  portion  and  delight,  is  certainly  feeking  after  vanity 
and  lies.  They  are  far  from  affording  that  happinefs  and 
peace,  which  we  demand  of  them,  and  expe£l  from  them. 
^^  A  little  that  a  righteous  man  hath,  is  better  than  the 
^'  riches  of  many  wicked.*'  Can  there  be  any  thing  more 
comfortable  to  experience,  than  that  ftrong  expreffion — 
"  Thou  prepareft  a  table  for  me  in  the  prefcnce  of  mine 
*^  enemies,  thou  anointed  my  head  with  oil,  my  cup  run- 
"  neth  over."  You  may  alfo  find  in  the  word  of  God» 
many  warnings  of  the  folly  of  thofe,  who  travel  in  the 
path  of  ambition,  and  put  their  trufl  in  man.  *^  Surely 
**  men  of  low  degree  are  vanity,  and  men  of  high  degree 
"  are  a  lie.  Put  not  your  truft  in  princes,  nor  in  the  fon 
*^  of  man,  in  whom  there  is  no  help.  Happy  is  he  that 
"  hath  the  God  of  Jacob  for  his  help,  whofe  hope  is  in  the 
**  Lord  his  God."  But  the  mod  comprehenfiye  remark 
of  all  upon  this  fubjeft  is,  that  human  life  itfelfis  fo  ex- 
ceedingly  precarious,  th^l  it  mud  write  *  vanity  and  emji- 
*  tinefs'  on  every  thing,  the  pofleffion  and  ufc  of  which  is 
confined  to  the  prefent  date.  "  Behold  thou  had  made 
*'  my  days  as  an  hand-breadth."  What  a  driking  pifture 
does  our  Lord  draw  of  the  vanity  of  human  happinefs, 
in  that  parable  of  the  ground  of  the  rich  man,  which 
brought  forth  plentifully  ?  *'  And  he  thought  within  him- 
**  felf,  faying,  what  diall  I  do,  becaufe  I  have  no  room 
"  where  to  bedow  my  fruits?*' — And  while  this  man  is 
feduloufly  employed  in  making  provifion  for  a  long  and 
happy  life,  "God  faid  unto  him,  thou  fool,  this  night  ftiall 
*'  thy  foul  be  required  of  thee,  then  whofe  fliall  thole  things 
*'  be  which  thou  had  provided  ?" 

The  whole  of  the  preceding  reprefentation  may  be 
fummed  up  in  this  excellent  fentence  of  the  wife  man  : 
**  The  wicked  worketh  a  deceitful  work ;  but  to  him  that 
**  fovveth  righteoufly  fliall  be  a  fure  reward.'* 
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Now,  my  brethren,  need  I  add,  how  prone  we  are  to 
be  led  aflray,  in  a  greater  or  lefs  degree,  by  fuch  **  vanity 
"and  lies?" — I  do  not  infift  upon  the  many  victims, 
which,  in  every  age,  have  been  feen  to  fall  by  the  dcftruc- 
live  hand  of  vice.  How  many  have  been  ruined  by  luft, 
flain  by  intemperance,  or  beggared  by  difhoneily !  But  I 
intreat  you  particularly  to  obferve,  that  when  we  fet  our 
afie6lions  immoderately  upon  any  earthly  objedl  or  enjoy- 
ment, or  when  they  are  not  truly  fanftified,  how  much 
they  difappoint  our  expeflation  in  poflelBon,  and  what 
fcenes  of  diftrefs  we  prepare  for  ourfelves  by  their  re- 
moval. 

3.  This  requeft,  "remove  far  from  me  vanity  and  lies," 
implies,  that  God  would  gracioufly  preferve  us  from  de- 
ceiving  ourfelves,  and  thinking  our  charafter  better,  and 
our  ftate  fafer  than  it  really  is.  When  we  take  a  view  of 
the  ftate  of  the  world,  and  the  condu£t  of  thofe  who  have 
not  yet  cad  ofF  all  belief  of  eternity  and  a  judgment  to 
come,  it  is  impoffible  to  account  for  their  fecurity,  but  by 
a  great  degree  of  felf  deceit.  We  may  fay  of  them  with 
the  prophet  Ifaiah,  "  He  feedeth  of  afhes;  a  deceived  heart 
*^  hath  turned  him  afide,  that  he  cannot  deliver  his  foul, 
*'  nor  fay.  Is  there  not  a  lie  in  my  right  hand  ?''  And  from 
the  reprefentation  given  by  our  Saviour,  it  is  plain,  that 
many  (hall  continue  in  their  mi  (lake,  and  only  be  unde- 
ceived at  the  lafl  day.  "  Not  every  one  that  faith  unto  me, 
"  Lord,  Lord,  fliall  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven.'^ 
How  awful  a  refleftion  this !  How  dreadful  a  difappoint- 
menttodifcoverour  mifery,  only  when  there  is  no  more 
hope  of  efcaping  it !  Is  there  not  a  poflibility  of  this  being 
the  cafe  with  many  of  you,  my  brethren;  and  do  you  not 
tremble  at  the  thought  ?  I  would  not  wifh  any,  in  gene- 
ral, to  give  way  to  a  fpirit  of  bondage,  or  flavifli  fear ;  but 
the  bed  of  the  children  of  God  have  often  difcovered  this 
holy jealoufyof themfelves.  "Who  can  underftand  his 
"  errors?  Cleanfe  thou  me  from  fecret  faults.  Keep  back 
•*  thy  fervant  alfo  from  prefumptuous  fins  ;  let  them  not 
"  have  dominion  over  me,  then  fhall  I  be  upright,  and  I 
"  Ihall  be  innocent  from  the  great  tranfgreflion."  And 
again;  "Search  me,  OGod,  and  know  m^  Vv^^x\\  X\^ 
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^*  me,   and  know  my  thoughts;  and  fee  if  tliere  be  any 
**  wicked  way  in  me,  and  lead  me  in  the  way  everlafting/' 

Tins  leads  riie  naturally  to  adt]  upon  this  fubjeft,  that 
we  OLi^^ht  to  pray  for  prcfcrvaiion  from  felf-dcceit,  as  to 
particular  branches  of  onr  charafter  arid  condudl,  as  well 
as  our  general  ftate.— Many,  even  iippri  the  whole  good 
men,  are  occafionally  and  inftiifibly  brou^^ht,  for  a  feafon, 
under  the  diredion  of  fmful  paffions.  They  may  be  in- 
duliTing  themfelves  without  fufpicion,  in  what  is,  notwith- 
ftariding  really  provoking  to  God,  injurious  or  offenfive  to 
others,  and,  in  the  iflue,  hurtful  to  their  own  peace.  They 
may  be  making  an  enjoyment  a  talent,  a  relation  an  idol, 
when  they  think  they  are  keephig  within  the  bounds  of 
duty.  They  may  be  indulging  a  finful  refentment,  when 
they  think  they  are  proinoting  tiie  glory  of  God.  Many 
an  excufe  for  neglefling  commanded  duty,  from  prudence 
or  difficulty,  fiitisfics  ourlelves,  which  will  notfland  inthe 
day  of  trial.  What  rcafon  for  the  prophet's  prayer  in  the 
fenfe  jult  now  affigned,  **  Remove  far.  from  me  vanity  and 
♦*  lies." 

4.  In  the  next  place,  this  rcqueft  implies,  a  defire  to 
be  preferved  from  pride  and  ftlf-conceit,  upon  any  i'ubjecl. 
There  is  not  any  thing  that  afibrds  a  flronger  evidence  of 
our  being  unacquainted  with  ourielves,  and  our  own  Hate, 
than  that  propenlity  to  pride  and  vanity,  which  is  fo  com- 
mon  to  us  alL  It  is  thought  by  many,  that  pride  was  the 
fin  of  the  angels,  that  call  them  down  to  hell.  It  is  plahi, 
that  pride  was  the  main  ingredient  in  the  firft  fin  of  man. 
And  perhaps  it  is  a  juft  and  proper  clcicriprion  of  all  fin  as 
fuch,  that  it  is  a  dethroning  of  God,  and  felting  up  (elf  to 
be  loved,  honored  and  ftrvcd  in  his  room.  This  fm  is 
bv  no  means  confined  to  the  worlt  of  men,"  in  whom  it 
hath  an  abfolutedominion ;  but  retains  and  difcovers  an 
unhappy  influence  in  the  very  bed. — Every  tiling  niay  he 
the  fuel  of  pride  :  our  perlbns,  our  performances,  our  re- 
lations, our  pofleflions ;  nay,  fo  piiiible,  and  at  the  fame 
time  fo  prcpDricroLisisthisdifi^olition,  that  n*.cn  are  found 
fometimes  proud  of  their  very  vices  and  iiLfetts.  But 
how  ill  do  pride  and  vanity  fuit  fuch  poor  mortals  as  we 
are,    who  fcem  born  but   to  die  ? — "Wiio  afier'  palling 
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througii  a  longer  of  fhorter  feries  of  weakiiefles,  difap« 
poincments  and  troubles,  mull^  at  lall»  be  laid  in  the  filent 
grave,  to  moulder  in  the  duft.  We  are  dependant  crea- 
tures, who  have  nothing,  and  can  have  nothing  but  what 
we  receive  from  the  unmerited  favor  of-Gcdi  A\^e  are 
unwifeand  i^;norant  creatures,  who  know  nothing  to  the 
bottom,  and  therefore,  are  liable  to  continual  millakes  in 
our  condudt.  Tliofe  among  us,  who  have  the  greateft 
comprehenfion  of  mind,  and  know  mofi,  as  it  ferves  to 
fhew  the  comparative  ignorance  of  the  bulk  of  mankind, 
fo  it  ferves  to  convince  themfelves  how  little  they  do 
know,  and  how  little  they  can  know  after  all,  compared 
widi  what  is  to  them  unfearchable. 

But  above  all,  we  are  fmful  creatures,  who  have  render- 
ed ourfelves,  by  our  guilt,  the  jud  objects  of  divine  difplea- 
Aire.  Is  there  any  who. dares  to  plead  exemption  from 
this  character  ?  And  do  pride  and  vanity  become  thofe, 
to  whom  they  manifeftly  belong  I  Can  any  thing  be  more 
foolifh,  than  indulging  fuch  difpofitions?  7'here  is  a  very 
jult  cxpreffion  of  one  of  the  apocryphal  writers:  "  Pride 
^  was  not  made  for  man,  nor  a  high  look  for  him  that  is 
•'  born  of  a  woman."  Indeed  they  are  fo  evidently  un- 
fuitable  to  our  (late  and  circumilances,  that  one  would 
think,  we  (hould  need  no  higher  principle  than  our  own 
rcafon  and  obfervation  to  keep  us  free  from  them.  We 
do,  however,  need  the  moll  earnefl  and  alfiduous  addrefl- 
es  to  tlie  throne  of  grace,  to  have  ail  pride  and  vanity  re- 
moved from  us. — How  hateful  is  pride  to  God  !  AVe  are 
told,  "  he  refilleth  the  proud."  On  the  contrary,  nodif- 
poiUion  is  more  amiable  in  his  fight,  than  humility.  "  He 
"  givLth  grace  to  the  humble."  And  again  :  "  To  this 
**  man  will  I  look,  even  to  him  that  is  poor  and  of  a  con- 
*'  trite  fpirit,  and  trembltlh  at  my  word.  For  thus  faith 
*^  the  high  and  lofty  One,  that  iuiiabiteth  eternity,  whofe 
"  name  is  holy ;  I  dwell  in  the  high  and  holy  place,  with 
•*  him  alfo,  that  is  of  a  contrite  and  humble  fpirit;  to  re- 
*■  vive  the  fpirit  of  the  humble,  and  to  revive  the  heart  of 
"  the  contrite  ones." 

It  mull,  therefore,  be  the  duty,  and  intereft  of  every 
good  man,  not  only  to  rcfiii  pride  and  vanity,  but  to 
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make  it  a  part  of  His  daily  fupplic^tion  to  God,  that  he 
may  effeaually  be  delivered  from  both. 

5.  In  the  laft  place  :  This  requefl  implies  adefiretobe 
delivered  from  fraud  and  diffimulation  of  every  kind.  It 
is  one  of  tlie  glorious  attributes  of  God,  that  he  is  a  God 
of  trutli,  who  will  not,  and  who  cannot  lie.  He  alfo  re- 
quires of  all  his  fervants,  and  is  delighted  with  truth  in 
the  inward  parts.  But  there  feems  to  be  fome  difficulty 
in  this  part  of  the  fubje£t,  more  than  in  the  others.  Some 
will  fay,  why  pray  to  be  delivered  from  fraud  and  diflimu- 
ktion  ?  This  might  be  an  exhortation  to  the  finner,  but 
cannot  be  the  prayer  of  the  penitent.  If  they  are  fmcere 
in  their  prayer,  it  feems  impoffible  there  can  be  any  dan- 
ger  of  fraud.  Fraud  implies  deliberation  and  defign  ;  and 
thongh  it  may  be  concealed  from  others  upon  whom  it  is 
cxercifed,  it  can  never  be  concealed  from  the  perfon  in 
whom  it  dwells,  and  by  whom  it  is  contrived.  This  is 
the  very  language  of  fome  reafoners,  who  infer  from  it, 
that  though  there  are  many  other  fmS  to  which  a  man  may 
be  liable  without  knowing  it,  yet  this  can  never  be  the 
cafe  with  diHimulation. 

But,  my  brethren,  if  we  confidcr  how  apt  men  are, 
vpon  a  fudden  temptation  of  fear  or  fhame,  or  the  prof- 
peft  of  fome  advantage  to  thenifelves,  to  depart  from  ftrid 
veracity,  and  even  tojufiify  to  their  own  minds,  fome 
kinds  and  degrees  of  deceptions,  we  fhall  fee  the  abfolute 
ncceffity  of  making  this  a  part  of  pur  prayer  to  God.  Nay, 
perhaps  I  may  go  further  and  fay,  that  we  are  as  ready  to 
deceive  ourfelves  in  this  point  as  in  any  other. 

Upon  this  important  fubjcdl,  there  is  one  confidcration 
to  which  I  earneftly  intreat  your  attention.  Thorough  fm- 
cerity,  fimplicity  and  truth,  upon  every  fuhjedl,  have,  in 
the  world,  lb  much  the  appearance  of  weaknefs ;  and  on 
the  contrary,  being  able  to  manage  and  over-reach  others* 
has  fo  much  the  appearance  of  fuperior  wifdom,  that  men 
are  very  liable  to  temptation  from  this  quarter.  It  is  to 
be  lamented  that  our  lan;;urvge  itfelf,  if  I  may  fo  fpeak, 
has  received  a  criminal  t*;i lit ;  for  in  common  difcourfe 
the  exprefiion,  a  plain  '^d!  yucaning  man  is  always  ap- 
prehcnded  to  imply,  together  with  fincerity,  fome  degree 
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of  weaknefs ;  although,  indeed,  it  is  a  charaAer  of  alt 
others  the  moft  noble.  In  recommendation  of  this  cha- 
racter let  me  obferve,  that  in  this,  as  in  all  the  particulars 
mentioned  above,  ^*  the  wicked  worketh  a  deceitful  work ; 
^<  but  he  that  walketh  uprightly  walketh  fureiy«*'  Suppo- 
fing  a  man  to  have  the  prudence  and  difcretion  not  to 
Ipeak  without  neceffity,  I  afBrm  there  is  no  end  which 
a  good  man  ought  to  aim  at,  which  may  not  be  more  cer« 
tainly,  fafely,  and  fpeedily  obtained  by  the  flrffteft  and 
moft  inviolable  fincerity,  than  by  any  adls  of  diilimulation 
whatever* 

But  after  all,  what  fignify  any  ends  of  prefent  convent- 
ency^  which  diilimulation  may  pretend  to  anfwer,  com*- 
pared  to  the  favor  of  God,  which  is  forfeited  by  it  ?  Hear 
what  the  Pfalmift  fays.  ^^  Who  (hall  abide  in  thy  taber- 
''  nacle,  who  {hall  dwell  in  thy  holy  hill  ?  He  that  walketh 
*^  uprightly  and  worketh  righteouihefs,  and  fpeaketh  the 
•*  truth  in  his  heart.*' — Let  us,  therefore,  add  this  to  the 
other  views  of  the  prophet^s  comprehenfive  prayer--— ^*  Re. 
•*  move  for  from  me  vanity  and  lies." 

For  the  improvement  of  this  part  of  the  fubjeft,  ob« 
ferve, 

I.  You  may  learn  from  it  how  to  attain,  not  only  a 
juftnefs  and  propriety,  but  a  readinefs  and  fulnefs  in  the 
doty  of  prayer. 

Nothing  is  a  greater  hinderance,  either  to  the  fervency 
of  our  afTedions,  or  the  force  of  our  expreffions  in  prayer, 
than  when  the  objcA  of  our  defires  is  confufed  and  gene- 
ral. But  when  we  perceive  clearly  what  it  is  that  is  need- 
ful to  us,  and  how  much  we  do  need  it,  this  gives  us,  in- 
deed, the  fpirit  of  fupplication.  Perhaps  it  is  more  ne- 
ceifary  to  attend  to  this  circumftance,  in  what  we  afk  for 
our  fouls  than  for  our  bodies.  When  we  want  any  thing 
that  relates  to  prefent  conveniency,  it  is  clearly  underftood, 
becaufe  it  is  fenfibly  felt. — There  is  no  difficulty  in  crying 
for  deliverance  from  poverty,  ficknefs,  reproach,  or  any 
other  earthly  fuffering;  nay,  the  difficulty  here  is  not  in 
exciting  our  defires,  but  in  moderating  them:  not  in  pro- 
ducing fervor,  but  in  promoting  fubmiffion :  But  in  what 
relates  to  our  fouls,  becaufe  many  or  moft  temptations  are 
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agreeable  to  the  flefli,  we  forefee  dangev  lefe  perfedlly^  and 
evcu  feel  itlcfsfcnfibly;  therelore,  a  dole  and  deliberate 
attention  to  our  fituation  and  trials,  as  opened  in  the  pre-^ 
ccdinj;  dilcourfe,  is  of  the  utmoll  moment,  *'  both  to  carry 
"  us  to  did  throne  of  grace,  and  to  dircft  our  fpirit  M'hen 
"  we  are  there." 

%.  AVhat  hath  been  faid  will  ferve  to  excite  ub  to  ha^ 
bitual  watchfulnefs,  and  to  direct  our  daily  convcrlIition4 
The  fame  things  that  are  the  fubjcfls  of  prayer,  are  alfo 
the  objefls  of  diligence. — Prayer  and  diligence  are  joined 
by  our  Saviour,  and  ought  never  to  be  leparatcd  by  hii 
people. — Prayer  without  watchfulnefs  is  not  fmcere,  and 
watqhfuhiefs  without  prayer  will  not  be  fucccfsful.  Tha 
fame  views  of  fin  and  duty — of  the  llrength  and  frequency 
of  temptation,  and  the  weaknefs  of  the  tempted^  lead 
equally  to  both.  Let  me  liefeech  you  theu,  to  walk.cir- 
cumfpeftly,  not  as  fools,  but  as  v/ife.  Maintain  an  ha- 
bitual diffidence  of  yourielves — Attend  to  the  various  dan- 
gers to  which  you  are  expofed.  Watchfulnefs  of  itfelf 
win  fave  yoii  from  many  temptations,  and  will  give  you 
an  inward  warrant,  and  humble  confidence,  toafk  of  Gotl 
iupport  under,  and  deliverance  from  fuch  as  it  is  impofli-« 
b!e  to  avoid.. 

3.  In  the  laft  place,  fiiice  every  thing  comprehended  ill 
the  petition  in  the  text,  is  viewetl  in  the  light  of  falfehood 
and  deceit,  fuller  me,  in  the  nioft  earneft  manner,  to  re- 
commend to  my  hearers,  and  particularly  to  all  the  young 
perfons  under  my  care,  "  an  invariable  adherence  to 
''  tru'.h,  and  the  mod  undifguifcd  fimplicity  and  iinccrity 
"  in  ihc  whole  of  their  cGuvLrfation  and  carriage."  I  da 
r.ot  know  where  to  begin  or  eiid  in  ipeaking  of  the  excel- 
Icncy  and  beauty  of  iinccrity,  or  the  bafcnefs  of  falfehoc^d- 
Sincerily  is  amiable,  honcrriMc  and  profitable.  It  is  the 
inofl  lliinin^r  p.irt  of  a  commtMiduble  cliaracler,  and  the 
n)Oil  wiiming  apolo^^y  lor  any  mircairiagu  or  unacivilal 
acViOn.  There  is  fLarcc-Iv  anv  action  in  iifclf  fo  bad,  aij 
what  is  implied  in  liie  iiaulened  fiont  of  him  who  covers 
the  truth  wiui  a  lie  :  B^fi^leu,  ic  is  always  a  fign  of  lon^^j 
prafViCc  in  wickcdnefs.  Any  \\\?.\\  may  be  i'cduced  or 
ur|jri;:wd  into  a. lault^  but  none  but  the  liabilual  villain 
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can  deny  it  with  Heady  calmnefs  and  obfiinacy.  In  this 
rcfpcft,  we  unhappily  find  fome  who  are  young  offenders, 
but  old  finners. 

-It  is  not  in  religion  only,  but  even  among  worldly 
men,  that  lying  is  counted  the  utmoft  pitch  of  bafcncfs ; 
and  to  be  called  a  liar  the  most  irmipportable  reproach. 
No  wonder,  indeed,  for  it  is  the  very  eflence  of  cowardice 
to  dare  to  do  a  thing  which  you  have  not  courage  to  avow. 
The  very  word  of  fmners  are  fenfible  of  it  themfclvcs,  for 
they  deeply  refent  the  imputation  of  it ;  and,  if  I  do  not 
millake,  have  never  yet  arrived  at  the  abfurdity  of  defend- 
ing it.  There  is  fcarcely  any  other  crime,  but  fomc  are 
profligate  enough  to  boaft  of  it ;  but  I  do  not  remeiBber 
ever  to  have  heard  of  any  who  made  his  boaft,  that  he  vjas 
a  liar.  To  crown  all,  lying  is  the  moft  wretched  folly. 
Juftly  does  Solomon  fay  :  *«  A  lying  tongue  is  but  for  a 
**  moment/'  It  is  eafily  difcovered.  Truth  is  a  firm 
confiftent  thing,  every  part  of  which  agrees  with,  and 
ftrongly  fupports  another.  But  lies  are  not  only  repug- 
nant to  truth,  but  repugnant  to  each  other ;  and  common- 
ly the  means,  like  a  treacherous  thief,  of  the  deteflion  of 
the  whole.  Let  me,  therefore,  once  more  recommend  to 
every  one  of  you,  the  noble  charadter  of  fincerity. — ^En- 
deavor to  eftablilh  your  credit  in  this  refpeft  fo  entirely, 
that  every  word  you  fpeak  may  be  beyond  the  imputation 
of  deceit;  fo  that  enemies  may,  themfelves,  be  fenfible, 
that  though  you  (hould  abufc  them,  you  will  ney* r  de- 
ceive diem. 
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PROVIDENCE. 

SERMON  28. 


Proverbs  xxx.  8, 


r  me  neither  poverty  nor  riches  ;  feed  me  with  food  conve* 
nientfor  mr. 

i'ROCEED  now  to  confider  the  fecond  branch  of  the 
prophet's  prayer,  which  regards  his  outward  condition 
ircum  fiances,  in  the  prefent  world.  On  this  fubjeft 
xpreffes  himfelf  thus :  "  Give  me  neither  poverty  nor 
:hes." 

k)  not  think,  my  brethren,  that  this  is  a  fubjeft  of  Ht- 
mportance  ;  or  that  it  is  unconnefted  with  the  fpiritu- 
Fe.  On  the  contrary,  there  are  few  things  of  more 
nent,  than  to  have  our  defires  of  temporal  blefllngs 
ted  and  direfted  in  a  proper  manner.  Not  only  is 
Idly  mindednefs  the  everlafting  ruin  of  thofe  who  are 
rely  under  its  dominion ;  but  even  good  men  are  lia- 
to  many  temptations  from  the  fame  quarter.  They 
hurt  their  own  peace,  give  offence  to  others,  or  lef- 
their  ufefulnefs  by  a  finful  excefs  in  their  attachment 
le  world,  or  by  a  criminal  negligence  in  not  giving  a 
fcnt  and  proper  attention  to  it.     Be  not  furprifed  that 
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I  have  mentioned  the  lad  of  thefe  as  well  as  the  firft,  for 
the  prophet  prays  for  deliverance  from  the  tenipUtion 
arifing  from  both  extremes*  Idlenefs  and  flolh  are  as  con- 
trary to  true  religion,  as  either  avarice  or  ambition  ;  and 
the  habit  when  once  taken,  is  perhaps  more  difficult  to 
i^emove. 

In  order  to  treat  this  fubjeft  with  the  greater  diftinft. 
nefs,  I  fhall  firft  fliew  you  what  we  may  learn  in  general 
from  this  prayer:  fecondly,  explain  the  particular  objeft 
of  the  prophet's  defire ;  and  in  the  lail  place,  make  ap- 
plications of  what  may  be  faid  by  recommending  it  to 
your  choice. 

I.  In  the  firft  place,  then,  we  may  learn  in  general  from 
this  requeft,  that  it  is  lawful  to  pray  for  temporal  bleffings. 
It  is  not  unworthy  of  a  Chriftian,  whofe  converfation  is 
in  heaven,  to  a(k  of  God,  what  is  neceflary  to  his  fupport 
and  prefervation  in  the  prefent  life.     If  I  were  to  men- 
tion all  the  examples  of  this  in  fcripture,  1  fhould  tran* 
fcribe  a  great  part  of  the  Bible.     Though  inferior  in  their 
nature  and  value  lo  fpiritual  bleffings,  they  are  neceflary 
in  their  place;  and  it  is  upon  this  footing  they  are  exprelT- 
ly  put  by  our  Saviour.     **  Your  heavenly  Father  knoweth 
*'  that  ye  have  need  of  all  thefe  things."     They  are  need- 
ful to  the  prolonging  of  our  natural  life  till  we  finifli  our 
work,  and  are  fitted  for  our  reward.     Therefore,  though 
miracles  are  a  kind  of  fufpenfion  of  the  laws  of  nature,  and 
the  ordinary  courfe  of  providence,  yet  we  find  God  fome- 
times  working  a  miracle  to  fupnly  the  wants  of  his  fer- 
vants.     It  had  been  no  more  dimcult  for  God  to  have  kept 
Elijah  from  hungering,  than  to  have  made  the  ravens  fetch 
him  provifion ;  or  to  have  made,  as  in  another  cafe,  a 
barrel  of  meal,  or  a  cruife  of  oil,  the  lafting  and  iu£cient 
fupport  of  a  whole  family.     But  he  choofes  rather  to  fup- 
ply  the  wants  of  his  people,  than  caufe  them  to  ceafe,  that 
he  may  keep  their  dependance  conilantly  in  their  view, 
and  that  a  fenfe  of  their  neceilities  may  oblige  them  to  have 
continual  recourfe  to  him  for  relief. 

Again,  we  may  here  learn,  that  God  is  the  real  and 
proper  giver  of  every  temporal,  as  well  as  of  every  fpiri- 


the  JFisdom  of  Providence.  221 

tual  blefiing — A  fentiment  this,  of  the  utmofl  confequence, 
to  be  engraven  upon  the  heart.  We  have  here  an  inllance 
out  of  many,  in  which  truths  known  and  confefled  by  all, 
have  notwithdanding  little  hold  upon  the  mind.  How 
few  are  truly  fenfible  of  their  continual  obligations  to  the 
God  of  life  ?  Confider,  I  befeech  you,  that  whatever  you 
poflefs  of  any  kind,  it  the  gift  of  God.  He  holdeth  your 
foul  in  life,  and  guards  you  by  his  providence  in  your  go- 
ing out  and  in  your  coming  in.  He  covereth  your  table 
and  fiUeth  your  cup.  Have  you  riches?  It  is  by  the  bleff- 
ing  of  the  God  of  heaven — *'  The  bleffing  of  the  Lord,*' 
faith  Solomon,  ^^  it  maketh  rich.  But  thou  ihalt  remem- 
**  ber  the  Lord  thy  God,  for  it  is  he  that  givetb  thee  power 
•*  to  get  wealth."  Have  you  credit  and  reputation  ?  It  is 
God  that  hideth  you  from  the  llrife  of  tongues.  ^'  l^hou 
^'  Ihalt  be  hid  from  the  fcourge  of  the  tongue,  neither  ihalt 
^*  thou  be  afraid  of  dedrudtion  when  it  cometh."  Have 
you  friends  ?  It  is  he  that  giveth  you  favor  in  their  fight. 
Have  you  talents  and  parts  ?  It  is  the  inspiration  of  the 
Mmigbty  that  giveth  thee  underftanding. 

II.  Let  us  now  explain  the  particular  tenor  of  this  pe. 
tition,  and  point  out  the  objedl  of  the  prophet's  delire : 
"  Give  me  neither  poverty  nor  riches."  It  is  plain  we 
are  not  to  fuppofe  the  prophet,  in  any  degree,  refuting 
fubmillion  to  the  will  of  God,  by  his  thus  making  choice  of 
a  particular  flate  of  life — Doubtlefs  he  refolved  to  be  at 
God's  difpofal,  and  believed  that  he  was  able  to  fan£tify  to 
him  a  llate  of  the  higheft  profperity,  or  of  the  deeped  ad- 
veriity.  It  was  no  didrud  of  God,  but  felf-denial  and 
diffidence  of  his  own  drength,  that  fuggeded  this  prayer. 
Therefore,  in  adjuding  his  defires  and  expe£lations>  he 
pitches  upon  that  date  that  appeared  to  him  liable  to  the 
fewed  fnares.  Thus  our  blefled  Saviour,  though  it  is  his 
will  that  we  Ihould  fear  no  enemy  when  going  but  in 
divine  drength,  yet  teaches  us  to  pray — *'  Lead  us  not 
**  into  temptation." 

Poverty  and  riches  are  here  mentioned  as  the  two  ex. 
tremes;  in  neither  of  which  we  fliould  wiflx  to  be  placed, 
but  in  a  fafer  middle  between  the  two ;  fo  as,  if  it  pleafe 
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God,  we  may  neither  be  urged  by  preffing  neceffity  nor 
over- loaded  with  fuch  abundance  as  we  may  be  in  danger 
of  abufing. 

But  perhaps  fome  will  fay,  where  is  the  middle  ?  How 
fliall  we  be  able  to  determine  what  we  ought  to  defire, 
fince  there  is  fo  immenfe  a  diftance,  and  fo  many  inter- 
mediate degrees  between  the  extremity  of  want,  and  the 
countlefs  treafures  of  the  wealthy  ? 

But,  my  brethren,  if  we  do  not  hearken  to  the  illufive 
calls  of  ambition,  avarice  and  luft,  it  is  by  no  means  diffi- 
cult to  apprehend  the  meaning  of  the  prophet,  and  apply 
it  to  perfons  of  every  rank.  Regard,  no  doubt,  is  to  be 
bad  to  the  various  Rations  in  which  God  hath  thought  fit 
to  place  us.  This  diflPerence  of  ftation  requires  fupplies 
of  the  conveniencies  of  life,  fuited  to  the  part  we  are 
bound  to  aft.  That  manner  of  life  which  would  be  decent 
and  liberal  in  one  ftation,  would  be  reckoned  mean  and 
Ibrdid  in  another.  Therefore,  what  would  be  plenty  and 
folnefs  to  perfons  in  inferior  ftations,  would  be  extreme 
poverty  to  perfons  placed,  and  called  to  aft,  in  higher  and 
more  exalted  fpheres.  But  after  we  have  taken  in  the 
confidcration  of  every  difference  that  may  happen  on  this 
fcore,  there  is  fomething  in  the  prayer  that  belongs  in 
common  to  persons  of  all  stations  namely,  that  we  fhould 
be  modeft  in  our  defires  after  temporal  good  things,  and 
take  care  not  to  aflc  only  to  gratify  a  fenfual  inclination, 
but  for  what  is  really  neceflary  or  ufeful  to  us.  The  laft 
is  reafonable  and  allowable,  the  other  is  unreafonable  and 
juftly  condemned  by  the  apoftle  James.  "  Ye  afk  and 
**  receive  not,  becaufe  ye  afk  amifs,  that  ye  may  confume 
**  it  upon  your  lufls.'* 

But  the  firft  part  of  this  requefl  is  explained  by  the  lafl, 
contained  in  the  words,  ''  feed  me  with  food  convenient 
**  for  me."  That  we  may  be  able  to  enter  into  the  true 
fpirit  of  this  petition,  I  fhall  jufl  compare  it  with  fome 
other  fcriptural  forms  of  prayer  on  the  fame  fubjeft,  and 
then  endeavor  to  point  out  what  I  take  to  be  the  chief  in- 
flruftion  intended  to  be  conveyed  to  us  by  it. 

As  to  the  fcripture  forms  of  prayer  for  temporal  provi- 
fion,  the  precedence  is  undoubtedly  due  to  that  excellent 
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form  left  us  by  our  Saviour,  in  which  we  find  thi$  pedtioci* 
"  Give  us  this  day  our  daily  bread."     You  may  next  at- 
tend to  the  prayer  put  up  by  Jacob  in  ancient  times — 
"  And  Jacob  vowed  avow,  faying,  if  God  will  be  with 
*'  me,  and  will  keep  me  in  this  way  that  I  go,  and  will 
**  give  me  bread  to  eat,  and  rain^ent  to  put  on,  fo  that  I 
**  come  again  to  my  father^s  houfe  in  peace,  then  fliall  the 
**  Lord  be  my  God."     It  is  more  than  probable  that  the 
apodle  Paul  alludes  to  Jacobus  ex preflion,  in  his  excellent 
advice  to  all  Chriftians.     "  But  godlinefs  with  contcat- 
**  mcnt  is  great  gain ;  for  we  brought  nothing  into  this 
"  world,  and  it  is  certain  we  can  carry  nothing  out;  and 
**  having  food  and  raiment,  let  us  be  therewith  content. 
'^  But  they  that  will  be  rich,  fall  into  temptation  and  a 
*'  fnare,  and  into  many  foolifli  and  hurtful  lulls,  whidi 
"  drown  men  in  deftrudlion  and  perdition — ^for  the  love 
*^  of  nu>ney  is  the  root  of  all  evil,  which  while  fome  covet- 
"  cd  after,  they  have  erred  from  the  faith,  and  pie2x:od 
**  themfelves  through  with  many  forrows." 

It  is  obvious  to  remark,  that  all  thefe  prajrers  and  this 
apoftolic  counfel  run  in  the  fame  drain.  They  all  begin 
and  are  (bunded  upon  a  regard  to  God,  and  a  mindri^- 
ly  difpofed  towards  him:  *'If  the  Lord,"  fays  Jaobh, 
**  will  be  with  me" — "  Remove,"  fays  Agur  in  my  tciot, 
*•  far  from  me  vanity  and  lies."  Our  Saviour  begins  his 
prayer  with  petitions  for  the  glory  of  God,  with  which  die 
happinefs  of  our  fouls  is  infeparably  conne£ted ;  and  tiie 
apodle  maintains^od////^^^  as  the  great  fource  of  contcot- 
ment  with  our  portion  in  this  life. 

We  may  further  obferve,  that  there  is  the  fame  method 
obferved  in  all  thefe  prayers.  The  expreffions  vary  a  lit- 
tle, but  the  requeft  is  the  fame.  Jacob  wifties  for  the  di- 
vine protefHon,  with  food  to  eat,  and  raiment  to  put  oa. 
Agar  for  food  convenient  for  him ;  and  in  the  LorxTs 
prayer  we  afk  for  our  daily  bread.  There  is  no  fpccify- 
ing  of  any  particulars — no  mention  made  of  this  or  the 
other  quantity  of  provifion.  Their  defires  are  fummed 
up  in  this  general  requeft,  and  the  quantity  and  qualitjr 
wholly  referred  to  the  good  pleafure  of  God.  It  is  certain 
that  God  hath  fometimes  granted  to  his  own  people,  riches 
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in  great  abundance;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  has  given  his 
blefling  to  enjoy  them,  and  honored  the  pofleffors,  by  ena- 
bling them  to  glorify  him  in  the  ufe  and  application  of 
them.  But  the  diredl  deOre  of  riches,  I  do  not  think, 
hath  any  warrant  from  precept  or  example  in  his  word. 
And  when  they  are  beftowed  as  a  blefling,  and  not  a  curfe, 
it  is  commonly  on  thofe  who,  by  their  fuperioir  concern 
about  the  better  part,  fliew  that  they  will  put  them  to  their 
proper  ufe,  as  in  the  cafe  of  Solomon,  recorded  in  the  firft 
book  of  Kings.  •*  In  Gibeon  the  Lord  appeared  to  Solo- 
"  mon  in  a  dream  by  night ;  and  God  faiil,  alk  what  I 
•*  (hall  give  thee.  And  he  faid,  give  thy  fervant  an  un- 
^  derftanding  heart.  And  the  fpeech  pleafed  the  Lord, 
"  that  Solomon  had  afked  this  thing.  And  God  faid,  be- 
^^  caufe  thou  had  afked  this  thing,  and  haft  not  alked  for 
"  thyfelf  long  life,  neither  haft  afked  riches  for  thyfelf, 
*•  nor  haft  afked  the  life  of  thine  enemies,  but  haft  afked 
♦*  for  thyfelf  under  ftanding,  to  difcern  judgment:  Behold 
**  I  have  done  according  to  thy  words ;  lo,  I  have  given 
"  thee  a  wife  and  an  underftanding  heart,  fo  that  there 
"  was  none  like  thee  l>efore  thee,  neither  after  thee  Ihall 
**  any  arife  like  unto  thee.  And  I  have  alfo  given  thee 
**  that  which  thou  haft  not  afked,  both  riches  and  ho- 
'*  nor.'' 

Now  this  I  take  to  be  the  main  inflrudion  intended  to 
be  given  us  withrefpeft  to  our  prayers  for  temporal  mer- 
cies ;  that  we  fhould  not  pretend  to  fet  bounds  to  God, 
but  leave  the  meafure  of  them  to  his  determination. 

For  further  explaining  this  truth;  and,  at  the  fame  lime 
recommending  it  to  your  regard,  be  pleafed  to  attend  to 
the  following  obfervations. 

I.  Confiderthat  God,  infinitely  wife,  as  well  as  graci- 
6us,  is  certainly  the  beft  judge  of  what  is  moft  fit  and  con- 
venient for  us.  We  know  fo  little  of  ourfelves,  that  we 
really  know  not  how  we  fliould  behave,  if  placed  in  par- 
ticular  circumftances,  until  we  are  tried.  The  world 
has  aftually  feen  many  examples  of  thofe,  who  were 
loud  in  their  accufations  of  others,  behaving  worfe  when 
placed  in  the  fame  ftations.  And,  indeed,  I  fhould  na- 
turally expeft,  that  an  impatient,  envious,  difobedient 
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bjeft  would,  if  raifed  to  power,  be  a  cruel,  infolent,  un- 
ift  oppreffor ;  that  a  petulant,  peevifh,  obflinate  fervant 
/ould  make  a  capricious,  ttvtrt^  unreafonable  mailer. 

If  we  were  to  carve  out  our  own  lot,  and  to  have  ail  our 
3wn  defires  gratified,  there  is  great  reafon  to  prefume,  wc 
would  throw  ourfelves  into  the  moft  difajfreeable  circum- 
ftances  with  regard  to  our  fouls,  and  probably  confult  but 
ill  for  our  peace  and  comfort  in  this  work]. 

Let  me  put  a  few  que  (lions  to  every  one  that  fecretly 
murmurs  at  his  Hate,  Are  you  fure,  that  if  you  were  ad- 
vanced  to  a  place  of  power  and  truft,  you  would  be  able 
to  carry  with  prudence,  refolution  and  integrity  ?  Are  you 
fure,  that  if  you  were  fupplied  with  riches  in  great  abun- 
dance,  you  would  not  allow  yourlelves  to  wallow  in  plea- 
fure,  or  to  fwell  in  pride  ?  Are  you  fure,  that  if  you  were 
raifed  to  high  rank,  furrounded  by  flatterers,  and  worlhip- 
ped  by  fcrvants,  you  would,  in  that  ftanding,  behave  with 
humility  and  condefcenfion  ;  or  that  prefFed  on  all  hands 
by  bufinefs,  company,  or  amufements,  you  would  ftill 
religioufly  fave  your  time  for  converfe  with  God  ? 

A  life  of  piety  in  an  exalted  (lation  is  a  continual  con- 
flift  with  the  ftrongefl  oppofition.  What  fays  experience 
upon  this  fubjeft  ?  Solomon  did  not  wholly,  and  to  the 
end,  refift  the  temptation  of  riches  and  dominion.  In  the 
whole  compafs  of  hiftory,  facred  and  profane,  I  do  not  re- 
member any  example  of  a  man's  behaving  better  in  point 
of  morals,  in  a  profperous,  than  an  afflidled  (late,  except- 
ing one  that  hath  this  appearance,  viz.  Cicero,  the  Ro- 
man orator.  His  condut^  in  profperity  was  full  of  digni- 
ty, and  feemed  wholly  diredted  to  the  public  good  ;  where- 
as in  adverfity,  it  was  to  the  laft  degree  mean  and  abjedl 
— But  probably  the  reafon  of  this  was,  that  pride,  or  ra- 
ther vanitj%  was  his  ruling  palTion,  and  the  great  motive 
to  his  illuflrious  atlions  ;  anci  when  he  fell  into  adverlity, 
this  difpofition  had  no  fcope  for  its  excrcil'e. 

Chriftians,  the  Lord  knoweth  our  frame,  and  is  well  ac- 
quainted  with  what  we  are  able  to  bear,  and  confcquentl; 
ivhat  ftate  of  life  will  be  upon  the  whole  moll  convenier 
for  us.     It  is,  therefore,  our  interefl,  as  well  as  duty,  t 
refer  ourfelves  entirely  to  him,  and  leave  him  to  choo 
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for  us.  This  is  not  only  the  doftrine  of  fcripture,  but  fo 
agreeable  to  reafon  and  good  fenfe,  that  it  has  been  ac- 
knowledged by  feveral  of  the  Heathen  Philofophers,  whe 
have  expreffed  thcmfelves  in  terms  perfedlly  fimilar  to 
thofe  of  the  infpired  writings.  The  prayer  which  Socrates 
taught  his  pupil  Alcibiades,  is  very  remarkable  ;  that  he 
Ihould  befeech  the  Supreme  God  to  give  him  what  was 
good  for  him,  though  he  fliould  not  ajlv  it ;  and  to  with* 
hold  from  him  whatever  would  be  hurtful,  though  he 
ihoukl  be  fo  fooliih  as  to  pray  for  it. 
/'  2.  As  God  is  certainly  the  bett  judge  of  what  is  good 
\  for  us,  fo  refignation  to  him  is  a  moil  acceptable  expreflion 
{  both  of  our  worftiip  and  obedience.  Single  duties  are 
I  particular  afts  ;  refignation  is  the  very  babit  of  obedience. 
The  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  God  are  acknowledged  in 
the  moil  authentic  manner,  when  his  holy  and  fovereign 
Providence  is  humbly  fubmitted  to,  and  cordially  appro- 
f  ved.  Every  impatient  complaint  is  an  impeachment  of 
Providence  ;  every  irregular  defire  is  an  aft  of  rebellion 
againft  God.  Therefore  a  fubmiffive  temper  muft  be 
highly  pleafing  to  God,  and  is  the  way  to  glorify  him  in 
the  molt  unexceptToiiable  manner.  The  rather  indeed, 
as  it  is  impodible  to  attain  this  temper,  but  by  fincerely 
laying  hold  of  the  covenant  of  peace,  which  is  ordered  in 
all  things  and  fure.  This  teaches  us  the  grounds  of  fub- 
miflion.  This  procures  for  us  the  grace  of  fubmiffion. 
This  ftains  the  pride  of  all  human  glory.  This  changes 
the  nature  of  our  pofTcflions  to  us,  and  us  to  them.  This 
fpiritualizes  a  worldly  mind,  and  makes  us  know,  in  our 
own  experience,  that  all  the  paths  of  the  Lord  to  his  own 
people,  arc  mercy  and  peace. 

3.  Such  a  temper  of  mind  will  greatly  contribute  to 
our  own  inward  peace-  It  will  be  an  effeftual  preferva- 
tive  from  all  unrighteous  courfes,  and  unlawful,  or  even 
dillionorable  means  of  increafing  our  worldly  fubllance; 
and  conl'equently  fave  us  from  the  troubles  or  dangers  to 
which  men  expofe  theinfelves  by  fuch  praftices.  It  will 
prel'erve  us  fioni  perplexing  anxiety,  and  many  uneafy 
fears  for  futurity.  It  will  bring  us  the  near  andjbre  way 
to  the  greatell  of  all  earthly  blefllngs — a  contented  mincL 
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Such  will  be  the  fweet  and  delightful  efFefts  of  depend- 
ing upon  God,  and  leaving  it  to  him  to  furnifh  our  fup«- 
plies  as  he  fees  moft  convenient  for  us.  Whoever  can 
pray  with  the  prophet — "  give  me  neither  poverty  nor 
•*  riches,  feed  me  with  food  convenient  for  me" — may  v 
be  fiilly  afTured,  that  his  defire  (hall  be  gratified,  as  it  is  \ 
perfeftly  agreeable  to  the  will  of  God,  ^^ 

I  conclude  with  reading  to  you  our  Saviour's  exhortatN 
on  on  this  fubjeft — "  Therefore,  1  fay  unto  you,  take  no 
*'  thought  for  your  life,  what  ye  fliall  eat,  or  what  ye  fliall 
"  drink;  nor  yet  for  your  body,  what  ye  (hall  put  on.  Is 
"  not  the  life  more  than  meat,  and  the  body  than  raiment? 
"  Behold  the  fowls  of  the  air ;  for  they  fow  not,  neither 
**  do  they  reap,  nor  gather  into  barns;  yet  your  heavenly 
«'  Father  feedeth  them.  Are  not  ye  much  better  than 
"  they  ?  But  feek  ye  firfl  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  his 
*^  righteoufnefs ;  and  all  thefe  things  fhall  be  added  unto 
**  you." 
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SERMON   29. 


Proverbs  xxx.  9. 

Lest  I  be  full  and  deny  thec^  and  sau^  who  h  the  Lord?  Or^ 
lest  I  be  poor  and  slcalj  and  take  the  name  of  mi/  God  iti 


vain. 


I  PROCEED  now  to  confider  the  arguments  by  which 
the  prophet  eniorces  his  wife  and  well  conceived  pray- 
er. Thefe,  in  connexion  with  the  two  branches  oi*  the 
prayer,  ftand  thus;  '^  Give  me  not  riches,  left  1  be  full 
"  and  deny  thee,  and  fay,  who  is  the  Lord  ?  And  give 
*'  me  not  poverty,  left  I  be  poor,  and  ileal,  and  take  the 
''name  of  my  God  in  rain."  If  Agur*s  prayer  is  con- 
ceived in  the  moft  modefl  and  humble  terms,  the  reafons, 
with  which  he  fupports  it,  are  every  way  becoming  a  truly 
wife  and  good  man.  You  fee  in  them  a  prevailing  con, 
cern  for  the  honor  and  glory  of  God,  and  his  ovvi;i  prefer, 
valion  in  the  paths  of  piety  and  virtue.  You  fee  in  them 
a  hun»ble  fenfe  of  his  own  weakncfs,  and  the  danger  of 
temptation  ;  he,  therefore,  delires  to  be  placed  in  fuch  a 
iiateof  life,  as  will  expofe  him  to  the  fev/eft  trials.  An 
excellent  difpofition  this,  ar:d  highly  worthy  of  our  imita- 
tion. How  happy  would  it  be  lor  us  all,  if  a  defire  to 
picafc  Gcd  and  prelcrve  our  integrity,  Iny  always  neareft 
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our  hearts,  and  had  a  conftant  and  commanding  influence 
(Ml  every  Hep  we  took  in  our  journey  through  life. 

Neither  riches  nor  poverty  are  bad  in  themfelves.  Nei- 
ther of  them  is  any  recommendation,  or  hindcrance  to 
the  favor  of  God,  who  is  no  refpefter  of  perfons — there 
are  good  and  bad  in  all  ranks.  Men  may  be  rich  and  yet 
pious,  or  poor,  yet  llri£tly  juft  and  honelh  It  is,  I  con- 
fefc,  often  done,  yet  it  is  highly  criminal  to  look  upon  all 
that  are  rich  iji  this  world  as  profane;  and  it  would  be 
equally  fo  to  look  upon  all  that  are  poor  as  deflitute  of  in- 
tegrity. Yet  it  is  undeniable,  that,  from  the  corruption 
of  the  human  heart,  thefe  twx>  extremes  do  often  become 
ilroiig  temptations  to  the  particular  fins  mentioned  in  the 
text ;  which  we  fhall  now  confider  feparately,  in  the  or- 
der in  which  they  lie  in  the  paffage  before  us. 

"  Give  me  not  riches,  left  I  be  full  and  deny  thee,  and 
"  fay,  vvbo  is  the  Lord  ?" 

As  to  the  fadl,  that  riches  do  often  lead  to  profanity  and 
contempt  of  God,  experience,  and  the  ftate  of  the  world 
prove  it  in  a  manner  too  plain  to  be  denied.  We  not  on- 
ly fee  that  thofe,  who  are  born  and  educated  from  their 
infancy  in  the  higher  ranks  of  life,  are  moft  prone  to  ne- 
gledl  the  duties  of  religion;  but  thofe  who,  from  a  low  or 
mean  condition,  are  remarkably  raifed  in  the  courfe  of 
Providence,  do  often  change  their  temper  with  their  ftate, 
and  fliow  the  unhappy  influence  of  riches  in  leading  them 
to  a  forgetfulnefs  of  God.  Are  there  not  fome,  who  were 
regularly  in  God's  houfe  when  they  but  barely  fubfifted, 
who  have  not  time  for  it  now,  when  they  are  bufy  and 
wealthy  ?  Are  there  not  fome  families,  where  the  wor- 
fliip  of  God  was  conftant  and  regular  in  early  life,  while 
they  were  undiflingui filed,  and  now  it  is  no  more  to  l)e 
heard  in  their  fumptuous  palaces  and  elegant  apartments  ? 
Shall  I  fay,  that  any  worm  of  the  earth  is  become  too  con- 
fiderable  to  fall  down  before  the  omnipotent  Jehovah  ? 

I  may  add,  as  being  of  great  importance  in  the  prefent 
fabjeft,  that  fuch  clianges  do  often  take  place  gradually 
and  infepJibly,  very  much  contrary  to  men's  own  expec- 
tation; fo  that  we  really  do  not  know  oqrfelves,  nor  can 
we  determine  before  triiil,  how  far  we  would  refill  or  yield 
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to  the  force  of  temptation.  The  prophet  Eliflia  foretold 
lo  Hazael,  the  cruelties  he  would  be  guilty  of  when  raifed 
Co  an  higher  ftation  ;  to  which  he  replied  with  difdain  and 
abhorrence  ;  "  What,  is  thy  I'ervant  a  dog,  that  he  Ihould 
**  do  this  great  thing  ?  And  Elilha  anfwered,  the  Lord 
•'  hath  fhewed  me  that  thou  (halt  be  king  over  Syria." — 
The  conduft  of  the  children  of  Ifrael  in  their  profperity, 
is  but  an  emblem  of  the  general  condu£t  of  the  children 
of  men.  **  But  Jefliurun  waxed  fat,  and  kicked.  Thou 
••  art  waxed  fat,  thou  art  grown  thick,  thou  art  covered 
•*  with  fatnefs  :  Then  he  forfook  God  which  made  him^ 
"  and  lightly  efleemed  the  rock  of  his  falvation." 

What  hath  been  faid  might  be  fufficient  to  fliew  the 
propriety  of  the  prophet's  prayer ;  for  if  fuch  hath  been 
often,  or  generally,  the  inBuence  of  worldly  greatnefs 
upon  other  men,  why  ftiould  any  be  fo  confident  as  ta 
prefume  it  would  be  otherwife  with  themfelves  ?  But  per- 
haps it  may  afford  matter  of  ufeful  inttrudtion,  to  inquire 
a  little  further  into  the  fubjetl — to  trace  the  caufes  of  thi^ 
effe£t,  and  fliew  how  and  why  riclies  become  an  induce- 
meat  to  irreligion  and  profanenefs,  for  this  will  bed  ena- 
ble  us  to  apply  the  remedy.  When  I  fj^ak  of  examining 
the  caufes  ofthiseffc^,  I  confefs  that  no  reafon  can  be 
given  for  it,  but  what  reflefts  qreat  diftionor  upon  human 
nature  in  its  prefent  Hate.  Were  we  to  judge  of  the  mat- 
ter by  the  dilates  of  found  reafon,  we  fliould  naturally 
expert  to  find  it  dircdlly  contrary.  God  is  the  author  of' 
every  bleffing  which  men  pofTefs,  and  his  gifts  fhould  lead 
us  to  gratitude  and  acknowledgment.  It  feems  natural 
then  to  fuppofe,  that  thofe  who  are  mod  highly  favored  in 
the  courfe  of  Providence,  fliould  difcover  the  greattu 
fcnfe  of  obligation,  and  be  ready  to  make  every  dutiful 
return.  One  would  tliink  that  though  the  poor  fliould  be 
impatient,  furely  the  rich  will  be  content  and  thankfiiL 
Is  not  this  reafoHable  ?  Had  any  of  you  bellowed  many 
fa\'ors  upon  others,  would  you  not  expcdl  that  their  grati- 
tude fliould  bear  lonie  proportion  to  the  numl">er  and  va- 
lue of  benefits  received?  Had  any  of  them  been  remarka- 
bly diflinguifhed  from  the  reft,  would  you  not  expert  from 
them  the  mofi  ii>violable  lidclity  and  attachment?  Strange, 
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that  our  conducl  fnould  be  fo  diredlly  oppofite  in  the  re- 
turns we  make  ^^or  the  goodnefs  of  our  Maker !  That  thofe 
who  are  difiinguifiied  from  others  by  the  largefl  poffeffions,' 
and  thegreatell  fuhiefs  of  all  temporal  mercies,  fhould  be 
the  mod  prone  to  vvickednefs  of  all  forts ;  but  efpecially, 
that  they  fliould  be  peculiarly  inclined  to  forjretfulncfs 
and  contempt  of  God!  Yet  fo  it  is  in  truth.  But  how- 
ever  diflionorable  it  is  to  human  nature,  let  us  fcarch  into 
it  a  little,  and  perhaps  we  may  difcover  the  caufe  of  im- 
piety in  perfons  in  affluent  circumllances,  and  the  danger 
the  prophst  would  avoid,  by  attending  to  the  following 
obfcrvations  : 

1.  An  cafy  and  affluent  fortune  affords  the  means,  not 
only  of  pampering  our  bodies,  but  of  gratifying  all  our 
lufts  and  appetites.  They  are  as  ftrong  probably  in  per- 
fons of  inferior  fbuions,  but  Providence  has  rendered  the 
pratiGcation  more  difficult,  and  in  fome  cafes  impofliblc. 
Many  work  throup;h  neceffity,  who  would  be  as  idle  and 
flothful  as  any,  but  for  the  fear  of  want.  Thefe  will  be 
the  firfl  and  readieft  to  reproach  the  rich,  and  call  them 
idle  drones,  who  revel  in  that  abundance  for  which  they 
never  toiled  ;  and  to  put  to  tlieir  ov/n  credit  that  which  is 
wholly  owing  to  the  rcflraints  under  which  they  are  laid. 
Many  are  pjenerally  fober,  lu-caufe  they  cannot  afford  the 
charges  of  intemperance,  who  v/ant  nothing  but  the  means, 
to  riot  in  the  moll  brutal  fenfuality.  But  to  perfons  of 
great  v/calth,  th.e  cbjedls  of  dcHre  are  ahvays  placed  in  full 
view,  and  are  evidently  within  their  reacli :  fo  that  the 
temptation  has  uncommon  force,  and  few  are  able  entire- 
ly to  refift  it. 

2.  The  indulgence  of  pleafure  infcnfibly  induces  a 
hnbit,  and  leads  men  to  place  their  happinefs  in  fuch  en- 
jo;/ments.  H:ibit  you  know  is  very  pov/crful,  and  while 
the  liabit  acquires  fircMigth,  tht-  ];ower  of  refillance  is  gra- 
dnally  v/cakened.  Tlicli*  c^ratifications  confume  fo  much 
ti(])c,  that  there  is  little  left  to  rcfkfl  upon  God,  and  our 
reliitioa  lo  iiim.  I  reckon  it  none  of  the  lead  temptatiorts 
to  perlons  ofhiti^h  rank,  t!:at  not  only  their  felf-indulgencc, 
hut  \\\z  ;.:icndance  and  obfcquiourncls  of  others,  fo  cii- 
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grofles  their  attention,  and  waftes  their  time^  that  they 
have  few  opportunities  of  calm  and  lober  refleftion;  or  at 
lead,  can  eafily  efcape  from  it,  and  take  refuge  in  compa- 
ny and  amufemenl.  Add  to  this,  that  a  great  variety  of 
fenfible  objefts  and  enjoyments  render  the  mind,  not  only 
lefs  attentive  to  things  of  a  fpiritual  nature,  but  indeed, 
lefs  able  to  uhderftand  them. 

3.  Obferve  further,  that  when  the  better  part  is  thus 
neglected,  and  no  care  taken  of  the  cultivation  of  tlie 
mind,  every  vice  will  fpring  and  (hoot  up  in  the  foul,  as 
briars  and  thorns  do  upon  uncultivated  ground.  Sin,  my 
brethren,  is  natural  to  us;  it  is  the  produce  of  the  foil;  if 
it  is  not  deflroyed,  it  will  not  die;  if  it  is  but  negledled,  it 
vill  thrive*  Now  when  ever  perfons  fall  under  the  power 
of  vice,  they  begin  firft  to  excufe^  and  then  to  vindicate  it. 
Thofe  who  are  under  the  government  of  luft,  foon  find  it 
would  be  their  intere (I  that  there  was  no  fuch  thing  as 
religion  and  virtue.  Whatever  we  wiQi,  we  are  eafily  led 
to  believe  to  be  true.  Loofe  and  atheiftical  principles 
then  find  a  ready  admittance,  and  are  fwallowed  dowa 
greedily.  This  is  a  fliort  (kfetch  of  the  fteps  by  which  peo- 
ple in  affluent  and  eafy  circumdances,  are  often  led  to  deny 
God,  and  to  fay  :  "  What  is  the  Almighty  that  we  fhould 
'*  ferve  him^  and  what  profit  fhould  we  have  if  we  pray 
"  unto  him  ?"  Loofe  principles  are,  at  firft,  more  fre- 
quently the  effeiSt,  than  the  caufe  of  loofe  practices  ;  but 
when  once  they  have  taken  deep  root,  and  obtained  full 
dominion  in  the  heart,  they  have  a  dreadful  and  fatal  in- 
fluence on  the  devoted  vi£tim. 

But,  my  brethren,  I  find  a  ftrong  inclination  to  make 
another  remark,  though  perhaps  it  may  be  thought  of  too 
refined  and  abftra£t  a  nature.  It  is,  that  the  danger  of 
affluence  in  leading  to  contempt  of  God,  arifcs  from  the 
nature  of  all  fin  as  fuch.  The  original  and  firft  fin  of 
man,  was  plainly  afFcfting  independence.  They  defired 
ind  cxpefted  to  be  as  gods,  knowing  good  and  evil. 
And  ftill  fin  properly  confifts  in  withdrawing  our  allegi- 
ince  from,  and  throwing  oflf  our  dependance  upon  God, 
md  giving,  as  it  were,  that  efteem,  love  and  fervice  to 
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ourfelves,  in  one  fhape  or  another,  that  is  due  only  to 
him. 

Now  obferve,  that  affluence  nourifhes  this  miflake,  and 
fuffering  kills  it.  The  more  every  thing  abounds  with 
us,  the  more  our  will  is  fubmitted  to,  and  our  inclinati- 
ons gratified  on  every  lubjefl ;  the  more  we  look  upon 
ourfelves  as  independent,  and  forget  our  obligations  to 
God.  Whereas,  on  the  other  hand,  difappointments  and 
calamities  open  our  blind  eyes,  and  make  us  remember 
what  we  are-  Was  not  the  proud  monarch  of  Babylon 
infpired  with  this  delufive  fenfe  of  independence,  when  he 
cxpreffed  himfelf  thus :  "  At  the  end  of  twelve  months 
"  he  walked  in  the  palace  of  the  kingdom  of  Babylon. 
•*  The  king  fpake  and  faid,  is  not  this  great  Babylon^  that 
"  I  have  built  for  the  houfe  of  the  kingdom,  by  the  might 
"  of  my  power,  and  for  the  honor  of  my  majefty  ?"  But 
mark  the  more  powerful  word  of  the  King  of  kings.—* 
"  While  the  word  was  in  the  king's  mouth,  there  fell  a 
"  voice  from  heaven,  faying,  O  king  Nebuchadnezzar,  to 
^  thee  it  is  fpoken,  the  kingdom  is  departed  from  thee  !" 
That  this  is  the  proper  fource  of  worldly  greatnefs,  may 
be  feen  in  the  temper  fuch  perfons  ufually  acquire  and 
fettle  in,  which  is  pride,  infolcnce  and  contempt  of  others. 
Nay,  it  appears  flill  more  clearly  in  fome  few  inflances, 
m  which  the  intoxication  comes  to  its  height,  and  the  poor 
deluded  mortal  literally  afpired  to  be  confidered  and  treat- 
ed as  God.  It  may  feenvincredible,  but  we  have  the  moft 
authentic  evidence  that  hiftory  can  afford,  that  fome  men 
have  demanded  and  received  divine  worfliip.  This  was 
the  cafe,  not  only  with  Alexander  the  Great,  wh©  was 
really  an  illullrious  prince,  but  with  fome  of  the  later 
Roman  emperors,  who  were  the  meaneft  and  bafeft  of  all 
men.  No  wonder  then,  that  profpcrity  makes  men  ne- 
gleft  God,  when  it  prompts  them  to  fit  down  upon  his 
throne,  and  rob  him  of  the  fervice  of  his  other  fubjefts. 

Before  I  proceed  to  the  other  part  of  the  prophet's  ar- 
gument,  fuller  me  to  make  a  few  remarks,  for  the  improve- 
ment of  v/hat  has  been  already  faid,  And, 

I.  See  hence  the  great  malignity  and  deceitfulnefs  of 
fin.     It  hardly  appears  more  lirongly  from  any  circum- 
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fiance,  than  that  which  has  l^een  the  fubjeft  of  this  dif- 
coarfe,  viz.  that  the  gifts  of  God,  in  the  coiirfe  of  his  Prp- 
vidence,  are  fo  far  from  exciting  our  gratitude,  in  pro- 
portion to  their  number  and  value,  that  on  the  contrary, 
thofe  who  receive  most  are  ufually  7)20st  profane.  They 
make  his  favors  indruments  of  rebellion  againft  him, 
and  return  contempt  for  his  indulgence,  and  hatred  for 
hifl  love. 

Let  us  not  take  occafion  from  this  to  gratify  our  own 
en^,  by  particular  or  perfonal  reproach  againil  thofe  who 
arc  great,  or  have  become  rich  amongft  ourfelves;  but 
let  us  adl  a  far  wifer  and  jufter  part,  and  be  humbled  for 
the  Cnfulnefs  of  our  nature,  and  warned  of  the  deceitful- 
ncfs  of  fm.  We  may  feel  the  feeds  of  this  difpofition  in 
»s  all.  You  find  the  wife  man  charging  a  fimilar  ingra- 
titude upon  man  in  general.  "Becaufe  fentence  againft 
•'  an  evil  work  is  not  executed  fpeedily,  therefore  the 
•*  heart  of  the  fens  of  men  is  fully  fet  in  them  to  do  evil.*' 
-And  do  you  not  obferve  every  day,  nay,  has  it  is  not  turn- 
ed into  a  proverb,  that  we  think  light  of  our  mercies, 
Ipiritual  and  temporal,  when  they  are  common  and  abun- 
^lant  ?  And  what  is  the  true  and  proper  interpretation 
of  this,  but  that  the  greater  God's  goodnefs  is  to  us,  com- 
monly the  lefs  is  our  gratitude  to  him  ? 

2.  I^t  me  befeech  you  to  make  a  wife  improvement  of 
the  advantages  you  enjoy  over  one  another.    Let  them  ex- 
cite in  you  a  holy  emulation  to  tellify  your  fenfc  of  fuperi- 
cr  bleflings,  by  fuperior  piety  and  ufefulnefs.     Do  you 
excel  others  in  any  refpecl?  Are  you  fuccefsful  in  trade? 
Have  you  rifen  to  reputation  ?    Are  you  exalted  to  offices 
of  dignity  ?     Ax  re  you  endowed  with  capacity  of  mind  ? 
dan  you  remember  the  time  when  thofe  were  your  equals 
who  are  now  your  inferiors?    Do  not  look  with  infolence 
^pon others,  making  odious,  and  perhaps  unjuft  conipari- 
fons.     Do  not  fwell  in  pride  and  felf  complacence,  as  if 
^y  your  own  power  you  had  made  yourfelves  to  differ,  but 
fiither  look  the  other' way,  to  God,  who  is  the  maker  both 
of  rich  and  poor,  and  pray  that  your  thankfulnefs  and 
d'»tytohim  may  exceed  thiit  of  the  poor  man,  as  much 
^kis  liberality  to  you  exceeds  what  he  has  thought  pro- 
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per  to  beftow  upon  him.  This  affords  me  an  opportunity 
of  relating  a  little  piece  of  private  hiftory,  that  happened 
in  Great  Britain,  and  appears  to  me  very  worthy  of  re- 
membrance, and  very  conducive  to  the  ends  of  edificati- 
on. 

A  gentleman  of  very  confiderable  fortune,  but  a  ftran- 
ger  to  either  perfonal  or  family  religion,  one  evening  took 
a  folitary  walk  through  a  part  of  his  own  grounds.  He  hap- 
pened to  come  near  to  a  mean  hut,  where  a  poor  man  with 
a  numerous  family  lived,  who  earned  their  bread  by  daily 
labor.  He  heard  a  voice  pretty  loud  and  continued. — 
Not  knowing  what  it  was,  curioilty  prompted  him  to  lif- 
ten.  The  man,  who  was  pioufly  difpofed,  happened  to 
be  at  prayer  with  his  family.  So  foon  as  he  could  diftin- 
guifti  the  words,  he  heard  him  giving  thanks  with  great 
fiffedtion  to  God,  for  the  goodnefs  of  his  providence,  in 
giving  them  food  to  eat,  and  raiment  to  put  on,  and  in 
fupplying  them  with  what  was  neceffary  and  comfortable 
in  the  pr^fent  life.  He  was  immediately,  no  doubt,  by 
divine  power,  ftruck  with  ^ftonifliment  and  confufion, 
and  faid  to  himfelf,  does  this  poor  man,  who  has  nothing 
but  the  meaneft  fare,  and  that  purchafcd  by  fevere  labor, 
give  thanks  to  God  for  his  goodnefs  to  himfelf  and  family, 
and  I,  who  enjoy  eafe  and  honor,  and  every  thing  that  is 
grateful  and  defirable,  have  hardly  ever  bent  my  knee,  or 
made  any  acknowledgment  to  my  Maker  and  preferver. 
It  pleafed  God  that  this  providential  occurrence  proved 
the  mean  of  bringing  him  to  a  real  and  laftjng  fenfe  of 
God  and  religion. 

Let  all  perfons  in  health,  quiet  and  plentiful  circum- 
ftances,  learn  from  the  preceding  difcourfe,  what  it  is  they 
ought  clearly  to  guard  againft. — Pride,  fecuriiy,  forgetful- 
nefs  of  God,  are  peculiarly  incident  to  that  ilate.  *'  Lo 
"  this,"  faith  the  Lord  to  Jerufalem,  ''  \va5  the  iniquity 
^*  of  thy  fifler  Sodom,  pride,  fulnefs  of  bread,  and  abun- 
**  dance  of  idlenefs  was  in  her,  and  in  her  daughters, 
♦*  neither  did  (he  ftrengthen  the  hand  of  the  poor  and 
**  needy."  A  ferious  refledlion  on  the  obligation  fuch  lie 
under  to  God  for  what  they  have  received  in  their  conti- 
nued dependance  upon  him,  ^nd  the  iullability  pf  ali 
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earthly  things,  would  iave  them  from  the  hurtful  influence 

of  worldly  profperity.     To  enforce  this,  I  (hall  only  read 

the  apoftolic  charge  to  Timothy.     "  Charge  them  that 

**  are  rich  in  this  world,  that  they  be  npt  high  minded, 

*'  nor  trull  in  uncertain  riches,  but  in  the  living  God,  who 

"  giveth  us  all  things  richly  to  enjoy  ;  that  they  do  good, 

^*  that  they  be  rich  in  good  works,  ready  to  diftribute, 

"  willing  to  communicate ;  laying  up  in  llore  for  them- 

'^  felves  a  good  foundation  againil  the  time  to  come,  that 

w  jhcy  maj^  lay  hold  on  eternal  Jifc," 
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SERMON  30. 


Pbgverbs  XXX.  g. 
Lest  I  be  poor  and  steals  and  take  the  name  of  my  do  J  In  vain4 

I  PROCEED  now  to  confider  the  argument  by  which 
the  prophet  urges  the  fecond  branch  of  his  requeft^- 
which,  in  connexion,  runs  thus — "  Give  me  not  poverty, 
**  left  I  be  poor  and  ftcal."     Having  not  only  explained 
the  general  principle  that  runs  through  the  whole  of  this 
fubjcft,  but  alfo  very  particularly  pointed  out  the  danger* 
attending  an  opulent  and  wealthy  ftate,  I  (hall  endeavor 
to  do  the  fame  thing  with  rcfpeft  to  a  Itate  of  poverty  and 
ftraitnefs.     While   I  attempt  this,  I  am  fincerely  forry 
that  there  is  fo  much  propriety  in  the  fubjeft ;  and  that  it 
is  fo  well  f«ited  to  the  circumftances  of  the  inhabitants  of 
this  place.     You  fee  the  prophet  cpnfiders  the  great  and 
general  temptation  to  which  the  poor  are  expofed,  to  be 
difhoneft,  by  ufing  fraudulent  means  of  relieving  their 
v/ants,  or  bettering  their  condition.    You  fee  alfo,  he  con- 
fiders  this  temptation  in  its  progrefs,  not  only  inclining 
them  to  aft  unjdUy,  but  fometimes  proceeding  to  the  ter- 
rible degree  of  concealing  or  fupportingthe  fraud  by  falfe- 
hood,  and  perhaps  at  lall  by  perjury  or  falfe  fwearing ; 
"  left  I  be  poor  and  fteal,  and  take  the  name  of  my  God 
"  in  vain.'^ 
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l/:t  us  firft  confider  a  little  the  matter  of  fa£t,  as  \t 
appears  in  experience,  and  then  a  few  of  its  principal 

t*aufes. 

As  to  the  firft  of  thcfe,  fhall  I  be  afraid  to  affirm,  that 
extreme  poverty  often  inclines  perfons  to  diflionefly  and 
fraird  ?  Will  it  be  thought  harfti  and  fevere  to  thofe  al- 
ready fufficiently  deprefled  !  As  I  would  not  feem  to  ftand 
in  this  place,  and  flatter  the  pride- of  the  greateft  and  moft 
eminent  of  my  f«llow-finners,  fo  neither  will  I  diflemble  - 
the  truth  from  a  falfe  cdmpaffidn  for  the  poor.  This 
tvould  indeed  be  doing  diem  the  greateft  poffible  injury  j 
it  would  be  treating  them,  from  miftaken  tendernefs,  as 
the  rich  are  often  treated  from  the  fear  or  partiality  of 
thofe  who  are  about  them  ;  foftering  their  felf-deceit,  and 
not  fuftering  them  to  hear  the  moft  falutary  truths,  be- 
caufe  they  are  not  pleafmg  to  the  flefh. 

It  is  undoubtedly  matter  of  experience,  that  great  po- 
verty  makes  many  take  unjuft  and  unwarrantable  methods 
of  procuring  relief.  Not  only  fo,  but  they  feem  often 
difpofed  to  juftify  and  defend  them,  as  if  they  had  a  title 
to  reftify  the  miftakes  of  Providence,  in  the  diftribution 
of  worldly  pofieflions.  This,  in  the  event,  receives  great 
encouragement  from  fome  who  feem  to  have  imbibed  a 
general  talfe  principle,  and  aft  upon  it,  both  in  their  own 
conduct,  and  in  their  judgment  of  others.  In  the  divifion 
of  controverfy,  or  dividing  difputed  property,  when  one 
party  is,  or  is  fuppofed  to  be  rich,  and  in  eafy  circum- 
fiances,  and  the  other  poor,  and  in  a  mean  condition, 
ihey  diink  that  inftead  of  adling  according  to  ftrift  juftice, 
the  advantage  fhould  always  be  made  to  fall  to  the  poorer 
fide.  This  conduft  is  confidered  by  fome,  not  only  as 
lawful,  but  as  laudable.  It  is  however  a  falfe  principle, 
and  is  condemned  in  fcripture,  which  fays,  "  Neither 
*>  ihalt  thou  countenance  a  poor  man  in  his  caufe."  It 
may  be  thought,  perhaps,  that  the  other  is  the  more  com- 
mon and  dangerous  partiality,  and  probably  it  is  fo ;  yet 
this  alfois  blame-worthy,  and  when  follov/ed  out,  as  I  am 
afraid  it  too  often  is,  muft  involve  numbers  unawares  ia 
the  guilt  of  ftealing  ;  for  when  they  have  once  laid  do\^a 
this  rule,  that  the  poor  have  fome  claim  upon  the  rich, 
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tfaey  ftre  tbuly.  to  apply  it  to  their  own  cafe,  and  extend 
it  very  fiir.  oixt  in  all  matters  of  property,  or  right  and 
wrong,  whether  a  perfon  is  rich  or  poor,  ought  to  be  ut- 
terly out  of  the  quellion ;  the  .only  thing  to  be  confidered 
is,  what  is  jufi  and  lawful.  The  rich  are  indeed,  in  point 
of  confcience,  ()ound  to  ai&ft  the  jpoor ;  but  this  muft  be 
their  own  a£t;  no  peribn  Can  take  the  fmalleft  part  of  their 
property  without  their  confent,  but  he  is.guilty  of  an  a£t 
of  iDJuHice,  and  violation  of  the  law  of  God.  No  perfori 
has  a  right  to  make  them  generous  and  charitable  againfl 
tiicir  wills,  or  to  excrcife  their  own  gcnerofity  and  charity 
at  their  expence.  This  mud  be  left  to  the  iSupreme  Judge 
at  the  lad  day,  who  will  fay  to  them,  ^^  I  was  a  ftranger 
^  and  ye  took  me  not  in,  naked  and  ye  clothed  me  not, 
"  lick  and  in  prifon  and  ye  vifited  me  not.'*  But  what 
will  give  us  the  moft  cliflindt  view  of  the  influence  of 
poverty,  as  a  temptation,  is  the  too  frequent  conduct  of 
thofe  who  are  reduced  from  what  was  once  their  Hate,'  to 
poverty  or  debt,  by  misfortunes  or  extravagance,  or  mif- 
management  of  their  affairs.  The  temptation  of  poverty 
is  not  by  far  fo  great  to  thofe  in  the  meaneft  ranks  of  life, 
whofe  income,  though  fmall,  is  not  very  difprdportionate 
to  what  hath  always  been  their  condition;  as  to  thofe  who 
are  reduced  from  a  higher  to  a  lower  ftate — The  few,  who 
in  fuch  a  fituation  preferve  their  integrity  inviolated,  and 
their  fincerity  of  fpeech  unfufpefled,  deferve  the  highefl 
honor.  Nay,  I  am  perfuaded  that,  bad  as  the  world  is, 
every  perfon  m  reduced  circumflances,  would  meet  with 
compamon  and  afliftance,  if  all  about  him  were  fenfible 
that  he  had  neither  loft  his  fubftance  by  negle£t,  nor 
Wafted  it  by  riot,  nor  concealed  it  by  fraud.  But  though 
we  cannot  help  afcribing  fome  meafure  of  what  is  laid  to 
the  charge  of  perfons  in  this  unhappy  ftate,  to  the  rage 
and  refenf ment  of  thofe  who  have  fuffered  by  them ;  yet 
alas,  there  is  too  great  reafon  to  affirm,  that  they  are  too 
often  guilty  of  prevarication  and  fraud,  the  fins  mention- 
ed in  the  text. 

I  will  dwell  no  longer  upon  the  fa£t,  but  will  confider 
a  little  the  reafons  of  it,  which  will  diredlly  ferve  to  pro- 
mote  the  defigti  of  this  difcourfe,  by  exciting  men  to  con- 
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ccm  and  fdicitude,  as  Well  as  pointing  out  the  proper 
means  of  avoiding  the  temptation.  The  general  reafon 
of  this,  to  be  fure,  is  obvious  to  every  body,  that  perfom 
in  poverty,  being  ftrongly  folicited  by  the  appetites  coin- 
mon  to  all  men,  and  not  having  of  their  own  wherewith 
to  gratify  their  deflrcs,  are  tempted  to  lay  hold  of  the  pro. 
perty  of  others.  They  grudge  to  fee  that  others  have  the 
enjoyments  from  which  they  are  debarred ;  and  fince  thcjr 
cannot  have  them  in  a  lawful,  make  bold  to  feize  them  in 
an  unlawful  way.  But  this  I  do  not  iniift  on,  that  I  may 
mention  one  or  two  particular  reafons,  which  will  fuggeU 
foitable  exhortations  to  duty. 

I.  The  firft  I  (hall  mention,  is  ignorance.     This  it 
peculiarly  applicable  to  thofe  in  the  lowed  ranks  of  life. 
Through  poverty  they  are  not  fo  well  inftrudled  as  they 
ought  to  be,  in  the  principles  of  religion,  and  the  great 
rules  of  duty.     An  ignorant  ftate  is  almoft  always  a  flate 
of  fecurity. — Their  confciences  are  lefs  tender,  and  they 
are  lefs  fenfible  of  the  great  evil  of  prevarication  and  fraud. 
I  am  obliged,  in  fidelity,  to  fay,  that  in  the  private  infpec- 
tion  of  my  charge,  though  I  have  found  fome  inftances 
both  of  poverty  and  ficknefs  borne  with  the  moft  pious 
refignation,  there  are  alfo  fome  whofe  condition  might 
move  the  hardeft  heart,  living  in  the  moft  fordid  poverty, 
grofsly  ignorant,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  fo  difpirited,  fo 
flothful,  or  fo  proud,  that  they  will  do  little  to  obtain 
knowledge  for  thcmfelves,  or  communicate  it  to  their  chil- 
dren.    Many  will  not  attend  upon  the  public  means  of 
inftruftion,  becaufe  they  cannot  appear  in  fuch  a  decent 
garb  as  they  could  wilh;  and  for  the  fame  reafon  they  keep 
their  children  from  them,  till  they  con*.ra6t  fuch  habits  of 
idlenefs  and  vice,  that  they  come  out  into  the  world  with- 
out principle,  obftinate  and  intraftible-     Is  not  the  duly 
here  very  plain  ?     All  fuch  fliould  exert  themfclves  to 
obtain  the  knowledge  of  the  things  which  belong  to  their 
peace.     They  fliouId  nfjiiher  be  unwilling  nor  afhamed 
to  make  application  for  fupply;  and  even  the  coarfeft  rai- 
ment (hould  not  hinder  them  from  appearing  in  the  houfe 
of  God.  Thus  they  will  find  acceptance  with  him,  if  they 
worfliip  him  in  the  beauty  of  holinefs,  preferable  to  thofc 
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who  are  clothed  in  purple  and  fine  linen,  and  their  hearts 
are  after  their  covetoufnefs. 

2.  Another  great  reafon  why  poverty  becomes  a  temp- 
tation to  fraud  is,  that  they  are  introduced  to  it  infenfd>ly9 
and  led  on  by  degrees.  The  fin  deals  upon  them  by  lit- 
tie  and  little.  People  involved  in  their  circumfiances,  to 
get  rid  of  importunity  and  folicitation,  make  promifes, 
more  of  what  they  hope  or  wiih,  than  of  what  they  are 
able  to  do.  Necelfity  ferves  as  an  excufe  for  their  foiling 
to  their  own  minds,  and  thus  they  are  gradually  brought 
into  a  breach  of  fincerity,  and  proceed  from  lower  to  higher 
degrees  of  falfhood.  Little  arts  of  evafion  are  firll  made 
life  of,  and  doubtful  practices  are  entered  upon.  One  fin 
leems  neceflary.  to  Urengthen  or  conceal  another,  till  at 
lad  the  groffed  fraud,  and  fometimes  perjury  itfelf,  clofes 
the  unhappy  fcene.  I  have  read  an  excellent  obfervation, 
that  there  is  hardly  fuch  a  thing  as  a  fingle  fin ;  they  are 
always  to  be  found  in  cluders.  I  am  fure,  this  holds  in 
a  particular  manner  as  to  fins  of  injudice.  They  are  fo 
interwoven  and  conne£ted  together,  that  you  cannot  re- 
ceive any  one  without  being  obliged  to  admit  the  red. 
This  is  one  great  branch  of  the  deceitfulnefs  of  fin  in  ge- 
neral ;  with  a  view  to  which  the  apodle  fays,  "  But  ex- 
^^  hort  one  another  daily  while  it  is  called  to-day,  led  any 
•^  of  you  be  hardened  through  the  deceitfulnefs  of  fin." 

3*  I  only  mention  one  other  reafon  of  poverty  being  a 
temptation  to  fraud,  viz.  that  in  time  it  dedroys  the  fenfe 
of  fhame.  I  am  not  ignorant,  that  a  fenfe  of  diame,  which 
is  nothing  elfe  but  a  fear  of  the  cenfure  of  others,  neither 
is,  nor  ought  to  be  the  main  principle  of  a  good  man's  ac- 
tions. But  as  there  is  no  other  principle  at  all  in  many, 
fo  it  is  a  good  aflidant,  and  corroborative  when  judly  dir 
reeled;  but  now,  through  the  corrupt  maxims  of  the  world, 
poverty  is  fo  much  the  objedl  of  contempt,  and  thofe  who 
are  in  this  date,  meet  every  day  with  fo  many  marks  of 
negledl  from  all,  that  before  their  condition  is  known,  they 
will  do  almod  any  thing  to  conceal  it,  and  after  it  is 
known,  they  become  in  time  fo  deditute  of  Ihame,  that 
they  are  under  np  further  redraint* 
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From  this  particulir  branch  pf  the  fubjeft,  let  tne  put 
you  in  mind, 

'  f.  What  reafpn  many  have  to  be  thankful  to  the  God 
oFlife,  who  hath  given  them  their  daily  provifion,  if  not 
in  all  the  abundance  of  immenfe  riches,  yet  in  ftdnefs  and 
fufficiehcy.  An  humble,  thankful  di{]|x)fition  is  not  only 
your  duty,  in 'return  for  the  divine  bounty,  but  is  itfelF 
the  richeft  and  fweeteR  ingredient  in  all  temporal  mercie^. 
•—It  is  that,  indeed,  which  makes  them  mercies.— rEnvi. 
ous  perfons  do  not  tafte  what  they  have,  their  evil  eye  be^ 
ing  fixed  oh  what  they  cannot  obtain.  Things  in  this  re- 
fpe£t  are  juil  what  they  feem  to  be.  Our  comforts  are  as 
we  are  enabled  to  relifli  them.  The  fame  pofleffions  which 
are  de(pifed  by  the  impatient  or  ambitious,  are  a  treafuie 
and  abundance  to  the  humble  and  grateful. 

2.  If  poverty  is  a  temptation,  it  ought  to  be  an  argur 
ment  to  all  to  avoid  it,  or  feek  deliverance  from  it  by  law* 
ful  means.  Apply  yourfelvcs  with  fteadinefs  and  perfe*. 
verance  to  tlie  duties  of  your  calling,  that  you  may  pro- 
vide things  honed  in  the  fight  of  all  men.  It  is  a  duty  of 
the  law,  and  of  the  gofpel ;  and  it  hath  this  promife,  in 
general,  annexed  to  it,  that  "the  hand  of  the  diligent 
**  makerh  rich."  Read,  I  befeech  you,  that  vaft  treafure 
of  ufeful  inflrudlion,  the  book  of  Proverbs ;  where  yoa 
will  meet  with  many  excellent  counfels  and  wife  obferval 
tions  upon  this  fubjeft..  Of  thefe  I  fhall  mention  at  pre- 
ient,  bot  two  paflages,  felefted  both  for  the  foundnel's  of 
the  inftruftion,  and  the  beauty  of  the  illuftration.  '*  Go 
^*  to  the  ant,  thou  fluggard,  confider  her  ways  and  be  wife; 
**  which  having  no  guide,  overfeer,  or  riiler,  provideth 
••  her  meat  in  the  fummer,  and  gathereth  her  food  in  the 
f  harveft.  How  long  wilt  thou  fleep,  O  fluggard?  When 
■  *  wilt  thou  arife  out  of  thy  fleep  ?  So  (hall  thy  poverty 
*'  come  as  one  that  travelleth,  and  thy  want  as  an  armed 
•  *  man.'*  And  again ;  "  I  went  by  the  field  of  the  flothful, 
"  and  by  the  vineyard  of  the  man  void  of  underftanding  j 
"  and  Id,  it  was  all  grown  over  with  thorns,  and  nettles 
"  had  covered  the  face  thereof,  and  the  ftone-wall  thereoiT 
"  was  broken  down.** 
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J.  Are  any  of  yoa  poor  and  reduced  in  your  circum* 
ftances,  fet  a  double  watch  upon  your  conduft,  and  ear- 
neftly  pray  that  God  may  preferve  you  from  fraud  and 
difingenuity  of  ev^ry  kind.  Rather  fufier  yourlelves  to 
be  ftripped  of  every  thing,  and  «pp1y  to  the  charity  of 
others,  which  is  not  finful,  and  ought  not  to  be  fhamefiil, 
Aan  ta^e  any  diifaoncfl  methods  of  bettering  your  flate. 
O  melancholy  thought,  that  many,  when  they  become 
defperate  in  their  circumflances,  become  alfo  defperate  in 
thdr  courfesy  and  drown  the  refle£tion  of  their  confciences 
in  flotfafulnefs  and  fenfuality  \  Sincerity,  integrity,  pati- 
enceand  fobriety  in  a  ruined  fortune  are  doubly  eminent; 
at  leafl,  whatever  they  may  be  in  the  fight  of  the  world, 
diey  are  honoraUe  and  precious  in  the  light  of  God,  and 
of  all  good  men* 

Before  concluding,  fufier  me  to  make  one  or  two  re- 
flections on  the  fubjedl  in  general ;  the  fev^ral  parts  of 
which  I  have  now  explained.     And, 

X.  On  what  hath  been  (aid  on  this  fubjeft,  \  woul4 
praft  this  important  lefTon;  that  you  Ihould  not  only  ftudy 
to  prelerve  yourfelves  from  fin,  but  from  all  fuch  circum- 
fiances  of  temptation  as  are  dangerous  to  human  conftan. 
cy.  This  was  the  very  ground  of  the  prayer  of  the  pro- 
|i9iet  in  my  text,  and  is  the  fubfiance  of  the  reafons  he  af- 
figns  for  his  requeft.  We  are  taught  the  fame  thing  in 
tfie  ftrongeft  manner,  by  the  feveral  inftances  of  human 
frailty,  and  the  folly  of  prefumptuous  confidence,  record- 
ed in  fcripture.  *^  Now  all  thefe  things  happened  unto 
^  them  for  enfamples,  and  they  are  written  for  our  fidmo- 
**  nition,  upon  whom  the  ends  of  the  world  are  come. 
•*  Wherefore,  let  him  that  thinketh  he  ftandeth  take  heed 
y^  left  he  fall/'  We  are  alfo  taught  the  fame  thing  by  him 
)vho  knew  what  was  in  man,  as  he  has  given  us  dire£li^ 
ons  in  the  form  of  prayer  which  he  taught  his  difciples,  to 
iky.  Lord,  "  lead  us  not  into  temptation. ■* 

Are  you  really  unwilling  to  do  evil,  you  will  be  con- 
cerned to  keep  yourfelves  out  of  the  way  of  every  folici- 
tation  to  it.  This  is  confiantly  the  efie£t  of  a  judicious 
and  folid  piety,  and  thofe  who  a£t  otherwife  ftew  that 
they  either  have  no  real  goodnefs,  or  thjjt  they  are  ytxy 
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V  eak  Chriftians,  and  little  acquainted  either  with  them- 
fclvcs,  or  this  prefent  evil  world. 

2.  You  may  learn  how  neceflary  it  is,  that  you  fhould 
look  for  the  divine  aflillance  and  dire£tion,  to  avoid  the 
temptation  of  every  ftate  of  life.  We  arc  truly  of  ourfelveg 
unequal  to  the  trials  with  which  we  are  furrounded.  Not 
that  there  is  any  thing  unjud  or  oppreflive  in  the  meafures 
of  Providence;  but  becaufe  it  feems  good  to  our  Maker^  to 
oblige  us  to  a  conftant  dependance  upon  himfelf  and  his 
promifed  help.  ^^  But  God  is  faithful,  who  will  not  fuffer 
*^  you  to  be  tempted  above  that  ye  are  able,  but  will  with 
*'  the  temptation  alfo  make  a  way  to  efcape,  that  ye  may 
•*  be  able  to  bear  it.'' 

The  lead  temptation  may  prove  too  hard  for  us,  if  we 
negleft  to  apply  for  fuprenie  aid ;  but  in  divine  ftrength^ 
we  may  bid  deSance  to  the.  moft  formidable  oppofition. 
This  temper  is  well  exemplified  and  defcr^bed  by  the 
apoftle  Paul  to  the  Corinthians.  ^'  And  he  faid  unto  me, 
**  my  grace  is  fufEcient  for  thee,  for  my  ftrength  is  made 
v-  perfeil  ia  weaknefs.  Moft  gladly,  therefore,  will  I  ra» 
*'  ther  glory  in  n\y  infirmities,  that  the  power  of  Chrift 
^'  may  reft  upon  me.  Therefore,  I  take  pleafure  in  in- 
^'  firmities,  in  reproaches,  in  neceflities,  in  perfecution, 
**  indiftreileG  for  Chrift's  fake;  for  when  I  am  weak*  then 
*^  am  I  ftrong." 

3,  From  wliat  hath  been  faid,  you  may  fee  what  an  in- 
fcparable  connexion  there  is  between  true  religion  and 
your  employments  and  ftate  in  this  prefent  world.  They 
have  a  mutual,  ftrong,  and  conftant  influence  upon  one 
another.  It  is  a  fatal,  though  a  common  error  to  feparate 
them;  entirely  to  confine  religion  to  the  times  and  places 
of  immediate  worftiip,  and  fuppofe  that  it  hath  nothing  to 
do  with  the  maxims  of  trade  and  commerce,  or  other 
worldly  callings.  On  the  contrary,  your  impreilions  of 
things  fpiritual  and  eternal,  will  direct  and  regulate  your 
views  as  to  the  prefent  life;  and  your  fuccefs  or  misfor- 
tunes in  worldly  fchemes,  will  have  a  certain  and  vifible 
effeft  upon  your  Chriftian  converfation,  and  the  ftate  of 
your  fouls.  Therefore,  let  them  never  be  feparated  in 
ypur  own  views,  and  let  them  ftill  be  kept  in  their  proper 
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order  and  fubordination.  Though  the  light  and  trivial 
ufe,  not  only  of  the  name  of  God,  but  of  fcripture-lan- 
guage,  is  both  finful  and  dangerous  ;  and  though  a  for^ 
ward  oftentatious  piety  may  fomctimes  look  fufpxious, 
yet  it  were  to  be  wifhed  we  had  more  of  a  grave  and  habi- 
tual acknowledgment  of  God  in  all  our  ways.  This  was 
the  language  of  the  Patriarchs  of  old.  In  one  of  the  for- 
mer dtfcourfes  upon  this  fubjeft,  I  took  notice  of  Jacob's 
prayer,  when  he  fet  out  for  Padan-aram.  See  after  the 
increafe  of  his  family,  how  he  expreffes  himfelf  in  anfwer 
to  his  brother  Efau.  "  And  he  lift  up  his  eyes  and  faw 
•*  the  women  and  children,  and  faid,  who  are  thofe  with 
"  thee?  And  he  faid  the  children  which  God  hath  graci^ 
**  oufly  given  thy  fervant."  See  alfo  the  apoftolical  direc- 
tion for  the  manner  of  projecting  our  future  purpofes. — 
**  Go  to  now,  ye  that  fay  to-day,  or  to-morrow,  we  will  go^ 
"  into  fuch  a  city,  and  continue  there  a  year,  and  buy 
•*  and  fell,  and  get  gain." 

4.  In  the  laft  place,  let  me  befeech,  in  the  tendered 
manner,  every  one  of  you,  rich  and  poor,  to  remember' 
an  approaching  eternity.  It  will  not  be  long  till  the  ho- 
norable, and  defpifed,  the  wealthy  and  the  needy,  the 
mafter  and  the  fervant,  fhall  He  down  in  the  dufl.  Lay  hold 
of  that  covenant  of  peace  which  is  ordered  in  all  things 
and  fure.     Hear  a  great  and  conftant  truth.     "  What  is  a 

*  man  profited,  though  he  fhould  gain  the  whole  world 

•  and  lofe  his  own  foul,  or  what  fhall  a  man  give  in  ex- 
'*  change  for  his  foul  ?"  How  many  a  Lazarus  is  now  in 
Abraham's  bofom  ;  and  how  many  a  rich  man,  that  once 
lived  delicately  on  earth,  is  at  this  moment  tormented  in 
helKfire  !  The  gofpel  of  peace  is  now  preached  in  youf 
cars-  Believe  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift/  and 
ye  fliall  be  faved.  I  cannot  promife  that  you  (hall  be  rich, 
but  all  things  neceflary  are  affured  to  you  by  the  divine 
promife;  food  and  raiment,  fupport  under  trials,  ftrengtb 
for  duty,  and  in  the  world  to  come,  everlading  reft. 


ir^>^^'^^/^>wr^./^/*^^u 
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Preached  in  the  Old  Prefbyteriari  Church  in  New- York,  to  a 
verjr  numerous  audience,  on  the  evening  of  the  fecond  Sab<> 
hath  in  May,  1789. 


Mark  x,  13,  14, 15, 16. 

And  they  brought  young  children  unto  him^  that  he  should 
touch  them^  and  his  disciples  rebuked  those  that  brought 
them.  But  when  Jesus  saw  it,  he  was  much  displeased^ 
and  said  unto  them.  Suffer  the  little  children  to  come  unto 
me,  and  forbid  them  not:  for  of  such  is  the  kingdom  ofGod^ 
Verily  I  say  unto  you.  Whosoever  shall  not  receive  the  king^ 
dom  of  God  as  a  little  child,  he  shall  not  enter  therein.  And 
he  took  them  up  in  his  arms,  put  his  hands  upon  them,  and 
ble^ed  them. 

THERE  are  few  things  in  which  perfons  of  refleftion, 
in  general,  and  efpecially  thofe  who  fear  God,  are 
more  agreed,  than  the  importance  of  the  rifing  generation; 
or,  which  is  the  true  meaning  of  that  expreffion,  the  im- 
portance of  the  in(lru£tion  and  government  of  youth* 

This  is  a  fiibje£t  of  great  extent,  and  may  alfo  be  taken 
tip  in  a  great  variety  of  lights,  I  am  one  of  thofe  who  think 
that  it  may,  as  well  as  many  others,  be,  with  milch  ad- 
vantage, confidered  do£lrinally  ;  and  that  a  clear  view  of 
divine  truth  upon  every  fubjedt,  will  have  the  moft  pow- 
erful  and  happy  influence,  not  only  in  directing  our  fun* 
timents,  but  in  governing  our  praAice. 

Vol,  !!•  I  i 
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There  is  much  to  be  feen  of  the  proper  glory  of  the  Re- 
deemer in  this  paffage  of  fGripture — His  ufefulnefs— ^his 
attention  to  improve  every  feemingly  accidental  occur- 
rence  for  the  purpofe  of  inftruftion,  and  his  amiable  con- 
defcenfion  to  all  who  humbly  applied  to  Him,  and  tender 
feeling  for  their  wants  and  weaknefles.  It  appears  from 
this  paflage,  that  the  inhabitants  about  Jordan,  where  he 
then  was,  not  only  brought  their  fick  to  be  healed,  as  they 
did  in  mod  other  places,  but  brought  young  children  "that 
"  he  (hould  touch  them.*'  In  Luke  they  are  called  in- 
fants; and  in  the  latter  end  of  the  paflage  now  read,  it  is 
faid,  he  took  them  up  in  his  arms,  laid  his  hands  on  them, 
and  bleffed  them ;  fo  that  it  is  probable  they  were  all  of 
them  of  very  early  age,  andfome  of  them  perhaps,  literally 
what  we  call  infants,  who  could  not  yet  fpeak  or  walk.  I 
fee  not  the  leaft  foundation  for  what  fome  commentators 
imagine,  that  they  might  labor  under  fome  diforder,  from 
which  the  parents  fuppofcd  he  would  cure  them :  If  this 
had  been  the  intention,  the  difciples  would  not,  probably, . 
have  found  any  fault  with  it.  The  probability  is,  that  the 
parents  or  relations  of  the  children  brought  them,  expeft- 
ingthat  he  would  lay  his  hands  on  them — authoritatively 
blefs  them,  and  pray  for  them  ;  from  which  they  believed 
important  benefits  might  be  derived  to  them.  The  dif- 
ciples, we  are  told,  "  rebuked  thofe  that  brought  them,** 
fuppofing,  doubtlefs,  that  it  was  an  impertinent  and  unne- 
cefiary  interruption  of  their  mailer,  and  that  the  children 
could  receive  no  benefit  at  that  early  time  of  life;  and  who 
knows  but,  like  the  human  wifdom  of  later  times,  they 
might  think  the  attempt  fuperftitious  as  well  as  unneceffa- 
ry.  However,  our  Lord  was  of  a  difierent  opinion,  and 
faid — '*  SuiFer  the  little  children  to  come  unto  me,  and 
•*  forbid  then)  not;  for  of  i'uch  is  the  kingdom  of  God.** 

Now  the  fingle  fubjedl  of  this  difcourfe  fhall  be  to  in- 
quire, V/hat  is  the  import  of  this  declaration?  and.  What 
we  may  underftand  our  Saviour  as  affirming,  when  he 
fays,  of  youn;^  children  or  infants,  "  of  fuch  is  the  king- 
•*domofGod?"  After  this,  I  will  ^ive  fuch  advices  as 
the  truths  that  may  be  eflabliflied  fhall  fuggeft,  and  as  thCy 
feem  to  me  moll  proper  to  enforce. 
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Let  us  then  confider  what  we  may  underfland  our  Sa- 
viour as  affirming,  when  he  fays  oF  young  children  or  in- 
&ms«  **  of  fuch  is  the  kingdom  of  God." 

And,  in  the  firft  place,  we  may  underfland  by  it,  that 
children  may  be  taken  within  the  bond  of  God's  covenant; 
become  members  of  the  vifible  church,  and,  in  confe- 
quence,  be  relaiive/y  holy.  I  do  not  found  the  lawful- 
nefs  of  infant  baptifm  on  this  paiFage  alone,  and  mean  to 
enter  into  no  controverfy  6n  the  fubjeft  at  this  time ;  but» 
as  It  is  clearly  eflabliflied  in  other  paflages,  it  may  well 
be  underftood  here.  At  any  rate  fo  far  as  I  have  affirmed 
is  undoubtedly  certain,  that  they  may  be  admitted  within 
the  bond  of  God's  covenant.  We  know,  that  under  the 
Old  Teftament,  they  received  the  fign  of  circumcifion, 
which  in  the  New  Teftament,  is  faid  to  be  **  a  feal  of  the 
**  righteoufncfs  that  is  of  faith."  (Rom»  iv.  ii.)  Many  be* 
nefits  may  arife  from  this.  As  in  the  natural  conftitution 
of  man,  many  advantages  and  difadvantages  are  derived 
from  parents  upon  the  offspring,  fo  in  the  moral  conftitu- 
tion  of  divine  grace,  many  bleilings,  fpiritual  and  tempo^ 
ral,  may  be  inherited  from  pious  parents.  Children  are 
the  fubjefts  of  prayer ;  and,  of  confcquence,  within  reach 
of  the  promife.  The  believer  may  juftly  hope  for  his  feed 
dying  in  infancy,  and  in  after  life,  many  eventual  provi- 
dential mercies  may  be  expefted  from  that  God  who 
**  flieweth  mercy  to  thoufands  of  generations  of  them  that 
"  love  him.'* 

It  was  ufual  in  the  mod  ancient  times,  for  aged  or  holy 
perfons  to  blefs  children  formally.  I  do  not  recolleft  ia 
ancient  hiftory,  a  more  beautiful,  or  more  tender  fcene, 
than  that  we  have  recorded.  Gen.  xlviii.  15.  of  thepatri* 
arch  Jacob's  bleffing  his  grand-children,  the  fons  of  Jofeph, 
when  he  was  about  to  die — "  And  he  bleffed  Jofeph  and 
**  faid,  God  before  whom  my  fathers,  Abraham  and  Ifaac, 
**  did  walk,  the  God  which  fed  me  all  my  life  long  to  this 
"  day,  the  angel  which  redeemed  me  from  all  evil,  blefs 
*'  the  lads ;  and  let  my  name  be  named  upon  them, 
*'  and  the  name  of  my  fathers,  Abraham  and  Ifaac  : 
**  And  let  them  grow  into  a  multitude  in  the  midft  of  the 
*'  earth."    Wc  arc  told  by  an  ancient  writer  of  the  Chrit 
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tlan  church,  that  Ignatius,  afterwards  bifhop  of  Antloch, 
was  one  of  thofe  children  tlius  brought  to  Chriil  for  hii 
blefling ;  and  there  is  no  reafon,  that  1  know  of,  to  oppofe 
the  tradition  :  For  fuppofing  him  to  have  been  an  infant, 
or  even  from  2  to  5  years  of  age,  it  would  make  him  only 
between  70  and  80  at  the  time  of  his  martyrdom,  in  the 
year  108  from  the  birth  of  Chrift. 

2.  The  declaration  "  of  fuch  is  the  kingdom  of  God," 
inay  be  underftood  to  imply,  that  children  may,  even  in 
infancy,  be  the  fubjefts  of  regenerating  grace,  and  thereby 
become  really  holy.  This  is  plain  from  the  nature  of  the 
thing;  for  if  they  can  carry  the  corrupt  impreffion  of 
Adam's  nature  in  their  infant  {late,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
but  they  may  be  renewed  after  the  image  of  him  that  cre- 
ated them.  Almighty  power  can  eafily  have  accefs  to 
them,  and  can,  in  anfwer  to  prayers,  as  well  as  endeavorS| 
form  them  for  their  Maker's  fervice.  See  what  the  pro- 
phet Ifaiah  fays,  xxviii.  9.  *'  Whom  Ihall  he  teach  know- 
"  ledge  ?  and  whom  Ihall  he  make  to  underftand  doftrine? 
^*  Thofe  that  are  weaned  from  the  milk,  and  drawn  from 
"  the  breads."  Samuel  was  a  child  of  prayer,  and  dedi- 
cated to  God  from  his  infant  years,  and  it  is  faid  of  him, 
I  Sam.  ii.  26.  "  And  the  child  Samuel  grew,  and  was  in 
"  favor  both  with  the  Lord,  and  alfo  with  men."  It  is 
an  expreffion  frequently  to  be  found  in  pious  writers,  and 
among  them  that  are  far  from  denying  the  univerfal  cor- 
ruption of  human  nature,  that  fome  may  be  faid  to  be 
fanftified  from  the  womb — that  is,  that  the  time  of  their 
renovation  may  be  beyond  the  reach  both  of  underftand- 
ing  and  memory ;  and  this  being  certainly  poflible,  may 
juftly  be  confidered  as  the  obje£l  of  defire  and  the  fubjeft 
of  prayer.  Few,  perhaps,  have  failed  to  obferve,  that 
fome  children  difcover  upon  the  firft  dawn  of  reafon,  an 
amiable  and  tradable  difpoCtion,  and  drink  in  fpiritual 
inftruftion  with  defire  and  delight ;  while  others  difcover 
a  frowardnefs  and  repugnance,  that  is  with  much  difficulty, 
if  at  all,  and  fometimes  never,  overcome. 

3.  I  think  this  declaration  implies,  that  children  arc 
much  more  early  capable  of  receiving  benefit,  even  bv 
outward  means,  than  is  generally  fuppofed.     No  doulJt 
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tfic  Tcafon  of  the  conduft  of  the  difciples  was,  that  they 
fuppofed  the  children  could  receive  no  benefit.  In  this, 
from  our  Lord's  anfwer,  it  is  probable  he  thought  them 
miftaken.  I  will  not  enlarge  on  fome  refined  remarks  of 
perfons  as  dlftinguilhed  for  learning  as  piety ;  fome  of 
whom  have  fuppofed,  that  they  are  capable  of  receiving 
impreffions  of  defire  and  averfion,  and  even  of  moral  tem- 
per, particularly,  of  love  or  hatred,  in  the  firft  year  of 
their  lives.  I  muft,  however,  mention  a  remark  of  the 
jaftly  celebrated  M.  Fenelon,  archbilhop  of  Cambray,  be- 
caufe  the  fa£l  on  which  it  is  founded  is  undeniable,  and 
the  deduftion  fpom  it  important.     He  fays,  that  ^  before 

*  tficy  are  thought  capable  of  receiving  any  inftruftion,  or 

*  the  lead  pains  are  taken  with  them,  they  learn  a  Ian- 

*  guage. — Many  children  at  four  years  of  age  can  fpeak 
^  their  mother  tongue,  though  not  with  the  fame  accura- 

*  cy  or  grammatical  precifion,  yet  with  greater  readinefs 
^  and  fulnefs  than  mod  fcholars  do  a  foreign  language 
^  after  the  ftudy  of  a  whole  life.'  If  I  were  to  enlarge 
upon  this  I  might  fay,  they  not  only  difcover  their  intel- 
ledual  powers  by  connedting  the  idea  with  the  fign,  but 
;u:quire  many  fentiments  of  good  and  evil,  right  and 
wrong,  in  that  early  period  of  their  life.  Such  is  the  at- 
tention  of  children,  that  they  often  feem  to  know  their 
parents*  tempers  fooner  and  better  than  they  know  their's, 
and  to  avail  themfelve$  of  that  knowledge  to  obtain  their 
defires. 

To  apply  this  to  our  prefent  fubjedt,  or  rather  the  oc- 
cafion  of  it,  allow  me  to  obferve,  that  the  circumftances 
of  folemn  tranfaftions  are  often  deeply  engraven  upon 
▼cry  young  minds.  It  is  not  impoffible  that  fome  of  thofe 
young  children  might  recolleft  and  be  affefted  with  the 
majefty  and  condefcenfion  of  Jefus  of  Nazareth,  and  the 
impreffion  be  attended  with  happy  fruits.  At  any  rate, 
as  no  doubt  the  parents  would  often  relate  the  tranfadlion 
to  their  children,  this  would  be  a  kind  of  fecondary  me- 
xnory,  and  have  the  fame  effeft  upon  their  fentiments  and 
condudt. 

4.  This  declaration  implies,  that  the  earlieft,  in  gene- 
ral,  is  the  fitted  and  bed  time  for  indrudtion.     This  part 
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of  the  fubjefl  has  been  treated  at  full  length  by  many  wri- 
ters in  every  age,  I  therefore  fliall  fay  the  lefs  upon  it- 
Only  obferve,  That  the  importance  of  early  inftru&ion  is 
written  upon  the  whole  fyftcm  of  nature,  and  repeated  in 
icvery  page  of  the  hiftory  of  Providence.  You  may  bend 
a  young  twig  and  make  it  receive  almoft  any  form  :  but 
that  which  has  attained  to  maturity,  and  taken  its  ply,  yoa 
will  never  bring  into  any  other  Ihape  than  that  which  it 
naturally  bears.  In  the  fame  manner  thofe  habits  which 
men  contraft  in  early  life,  and  are  ftrengthened  by  tirne^ 
it  is  next  to  iuipoffible  to  change.  Far  be  it  from  me  to 
fay  any  thing  in  oppofition  to  the  infinite  power  and  abfo* 
lute  fovereignty  of  God ;  but  let  us  alfo  beware  of  confider* 
ing  thefe  as  oppofed  to  the  natural  courfe  of  things,  or  the 
vfc  and  efficacy  of  means.  We  have  many  warnings 
upon  this  fubjeft  in  fcripture,  where  the  recovery  of  an 
habitual  and  hardened  finner,  is  likened  to  a  natural  im- 
poffibility,  Jer.  xiii.  23. — **  Can  the  Ethiopian  change  his 
*'  fkin,  or  the  leopard  his  fpots  ?  then  may  ye  alfo  do  good 
*'  that  are  accuftomed  to  do  evil."  God  will  ref«rve  to 
himfelf  his  own  abfolute  fovereignty,  but  it  is  at  every 
finner^s  own  peril  if  he  prefume  upon  it  and  abufe  it. 

5.  This  declaration  of  our  Saviour — ''  Of  fuch  is  the 
**  kingdom  of  God" — may  imply,  that,  in  faft,  the  real 
difciples  of  Chrlft  chiefly  confift  of  thofe  who  are  called  in 
their  earlier  years.  The  vifible  church  of  Chrift  is  a  nu- 
merous and  mixed  fociety ;  but  his  myftical  body,  con* 
fifting  of  real  believers,  1  tl>ink  we  are  warranted  from 
this  paflage  of  fcripture  and  others,  as  well  as  the  analogy 
of  faith,  anf!  the  reafon  and  nature  of  things,  to  fuppofc, 
confills  for  the  mod  part  of  thofe  who  are  called  in  infancy 
and  youth.  This  is  an  important  truth,  and  deeply 
fraught  with  inllruftion  to  all,  of  every  rank.  There  are 
fome  called  after  a  courfe  of  oppofition  to  God,  but  they 
are  few  in  coniparifon  ;  therefore  the  apollle  Paul  ftyles 
himfelf — ''  One  born  out  of  due  time."  Perhaps  experi- 
ence and  a  tleliberale  view  of  the  ftate  of  the  world,  is  fuf- 
ficient  to  prove  this  affertion.  The  inflances  of  conver, 
iion  in  advanced  life,  are  very  rare :  and  when  it  feems 
to  happen,  it  is  perhaps  moll  commonly  the  rcfurreftioa 
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of  thofe  feeds  which  were  fown  in  infancy,  but  had  been 
long  flifled  by  the  violence  of  youthful  paiTions,  or  the 
purfuits  of  ambition  and  the  hurry  of  an  aftive  life.  I 
have  known  feveral  inftances  of  the  indrudions,  long 
negleded,  ofdeceafed  parents,  at  laft  rifing  up,  afferting 
their  authority,  and  producing  the  decpeft  penitence  and 
real  reformation.  But  my  experiences  furnifhes  me  with 
no  example  of  one  brought  up  in  ignorance  and  fecurity, 
after  a  long  courfe  of  profancnefs,  turning,  at  the  clofe 
of  life,  to  the  fervice  of  the  living  God.  The  moft  com- 
mon cafe  is,  that  the  deep  fleep  continues  to  the  lad,  and, 
as  the  faying  is,  they  die  as  they  live ;  though  in  fome  in- 
ftances,  when  the  fins  have  been  of  the  grofleft  kind,  con- 
fcience  awakens  at  their  going  off  the  ftaf;e,  and  they  feem, 
as  it  were,  to  begin  the  torments  of  hell  with  the  terror 
of  defp^ir. 

You  will  find  in  fome  praftical  writers  an  opinion,  or 
fimtiment,  that  feems  not  ill-founded  to  the  following  pur- 
pofc,  *  Some  are  called  at  the  eleventh  hour  that  none 
•  may  defpair,'  and  there  are  few,  that  none  may  prcfume* 
Others  make  a  diftinftion,  not  without  ground,  as  it  feems 
founded  upon  the  wifdom  and  equity  of  the  divine  go- 
vernment; That  when  the  gofpel  comes  to  a  people  that 
had  long  fitten  in  darknefs,  there  may  be  numerous  con- 
verts of  all  ages ;  but  when  the  gofpel  has  been  long 
preached  in  plenty  and  purity,  and  ordinances  regularly 
adminiftered,  few  but  thofe  who  are  called  in  early  life 
arc  ever  called  at  all.  A  very  judicious  and  pious  writer, 
Mr.  Richard  Baxter,  is  of  opinion,  that  in  a  regular  ftate 
of  the  church,  and  a  tolerable  meafure  of  faithfulnefs  and 
purity  in  its  officers,  family  inftruclion  and  government 
are  the  ufual  means  of  converfion,  public  ordinances  of 
edification.  This  feems  agreeable  to  the  lan^ua^re  of 
fcripture ;  for  we  are  told  God  hath  fet  in  the  church 
"  apoftles,  prophets,  evangeliiis,  pallors  and  teachers," 
(not  for  converting;  fmners,  but)  ''  for  perfeftin;:  of  the 
"  faints  for  the  work  of  the  miniftry,  and  the  edifying  of 
"  the  body  of  Chrid."  it  feems  to  add  further  v/ei'^ht  to 
this,  that  mofl  of  thofe  who  are  recorded  in  fcripture  as 
eminent  for  piety,  were  called  in  early  life;  and  we  know 
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not  but  it  may  have  been  the  cafe  with  otiiers,  tHoiigh  n6t 
particularly  mentioned:  Thofe  I  have  in  view,  are  Abra^ 
ham,  Mofes,  Samuel,  David^  Solomon,  Jofiab,  Danid^ 
and  the  three  Children,  in  the  Old  Teftament,  and  in 
the  New,  John  Baptift  and  John  the  beloved  difcipie  \ 
of  whom  I  may  ju(l  obferve^  that  no  other  reafon  has  ever 
been  given  for  the  Saviour's  diftinguifliing  him  by  parti- 
cular affedtion,  but  that  he  was  the  youngeft  of  the  twelve^ 
6.  In  the  lad  place,  this  declaration  implies  that  the 
comparative  imiocence  of  children  is  a  lefTon  to  us^  and 
an  emblem  of  the  temper  and  carriage  of  Chrift's  real  dif- 
ciples.  This  indruflion  we  are  not  left  to  infer  for  our- 
felves.  Our  Lord  has  made  the  remark  in  the  paflage 
where  the  text  lies,  **  Whofoever  fhall  not  receive  the 
^^  kingdom  of  God  as  a  little  child,  fliall  not  enter  there^ 
*'  in."  This  is  direftly  levelled  againft  the  pride  of  fclfc 
fufficiency,  and  every  rough  and  boifterous  paffion.  It  i» 
remarkable  that  the  very  fame  image  is  made  ufe  of  in  fe^ 
veral  palTages  of  feripture.  Thus,  Matth.  xviii.  i,  2, 3^ 
4^  "  At  the  fame  time  came  the  difciples  unto  Jefus,- 
**  faying,  Who  is  the  greateft  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven  ? 
*'  And  Jefus  called  a  little  child  unto  him,  and  fet  him  in 
"  the  midft  of  them,  and  faid,  verily  I  fay  unto  you,  ex- 
•*  cept  ye  be  converted,  and  become  as  little  children,  ye 
•'  fliall  not  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  Whofo- 
•'  ever,  therefore  fliall  humble  himfelf  as  this  little  child,- 
*'  the  fame  is  greateft  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven/'  Sa 
alfo  the  apoftle  Paul,  1  Cor.  xiv.  20.  *'  Brethren,  be  not 
"  children  in  underflanding :  howbeit,  in  malice  be  ye 
**  children,  but  in  underflanding  be  men  :'' — And  fur- 
ther, I  Peter  ii.  i,  2.  *'  Wherefore  laying  afide  all  ma- 
*'  lice,  and  all  guile,  and  hypocrifies,  and  envies,  and 
**  all  evil  fpeakings, — ^as  new-born  babes,  defire  the  fin- 
"  cere  milk  of  the  word,  that  ye  may  grow  thereby .'* — • 
The  graces  of  the  fpiritual  life  recommended  to  us  by  this 
beautiful  image,  are  humility,  gcntlenefs,  teachablencfs, 
fincerity,  and  eafinefs  to  be  reconciled:  all  which  are  re- 
markable in  young  perfons,  and  are  frequently  loft  or  viti- 
ated by  growing  years. 
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i  come  now  to  make  a  praflical  improvement  of  tho 
iubje£l,  which  fliall  be  confined  to  pointing  out  the  duties 
Aiggefted  by  the  foregoing  truths,  as  they  are  fcverally 
incumbent  on,  i.  parents;  2.  children;  3.  every  hearer 
9f  the  golpel. 

I.  Let  us  confider  the  duties  incumbent  on  parents. 
Is  it  fo,  that  of  children  or  infants  the  Redeemer  faid,  of 
fijcb  is  the  kingdom  of  God  ?  Then  parents  fliould  be 
(1)  thankful.  Thankfulnefs  is  a  happy  frame  of  fpirit  in 
itfelf,  and  powerfully  reconciles  the  mind  to  difficult,  and 
animates  it  to  important  duties.  Be  thankful  then  for  the 
honor  that  is  done  you,  for  the  trufl  that  is  repofed  in 
you^  and  for  the  encouraging  promife  of  God  to  affifl  and 
accept  of  you  in  the  difcharge  of  it.  "  Children  are  the 
"  gift  of  God,  and  the  fruit  of  the  womb  is  his  reward.'* 
I  cannot  eafily  figure  to  myfelf  any  greater  earthly  blcfling 
than  to  have  children  to  be  the  objeds  of  your  care  and 
diligence  while  you  live,  and  to  inherit  your  name  and 
lubftance,  when  you  yourfelves  mufl,  in  the  courfe  of  na- 
tore,  go  off  the  flage.  And  is  it  a  little  honor  to  be  in- 
^lled  with  the  care  of  thefe  rational  creatures  of  God, . 
born  for  immortality,  and  whofe  prefent  peace  and  fu-* 
turc  welfare  depend  fo  much  on  your  condufl;  ?  Are  you 
not  called  to  prepare  members  for  the  church  of  Chrift? — 
"  for  of  fuch  is  his  kingdom  ;"  and  howeyer  important 
the  miniftry  of  the  gofpel  is  (which  I  fhould  be  the  lafl  to 
detra£l  from)  you  may  know,  that  it  is  out  of  a  minifler'a 
power  to  fpeak  to  the  underfian^ing  of  thofe  who  are  not 
prepared  by  previous  inflruftion.  But  above  all,  how 
thankful  Ihould  you  be  for  the  encouragement  given  you 
to  bring  your  children  to  the  Saviour,  and  the  promife 
of  his  bleffing.  '^  He  took  them  up  in  his  arms,  laid 
*'  his  hands  on  them  and  bleffed  them."  Fathers  !  Mo- 
thers !  What  ground  of  praife  to  the  condefcending 
Saviour  ! 

(2.)  Be  early  and  diligent  in  inflrudtion.     This  is  the 

great  and  fubftantial  evidence  you  are  called  to  give  of 

your  thankfulnefs  for  the  mercy.     You  have  heard  that 

children  are  much  more  early  capable  of  receiving;.bc- 
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ncfit  by  outward  means  than  is  commonly  fuppofed :  Let 
not,  therefore,  the  devil  and  the  world  be  too  far  before- 
hand with  you,  in  pofleffing  their  fancy,  engaging  their 
aSe6lions,  and  mifleading  their  judgment.  Is  it  a  faUe, 
or  do  I  fpeak  truth  when  I  fay,  many  children  learn  to 
fwear  before  they  learn  to  pray.  It  is  indeed  afie£ling 
to  a  ferious  mind,  to  hear  children  lifping  out  ill-prou 
nounced  oaths,  or  fcurrilous  and  fcolding  abufe,  or  even 
impurities  which  they  do  not  underftand ;  fo  that  the  firft 
Jentiments  they  form,  and  the  firft  words  they  utter,  are 
Ihofe  of  impiety,  malice,  or  obfcenity.  Nay  I  have  Iccn 
children  in  their  mother's  arms  adlually  taught  to  fcold^ 
by  uttering  angry  founds,  before  they  could  fpeak  one 
lirord  with  diftinftnefs.  It  is  Wholly  impofCUe  for  me 
here  to  introduce  a  fyftcm  of  diredlions  as  to  the  method 
of  early  inftru£lion  ;  this  muft  be  learned  elfewhere  and 
at  another  time ;  but  I  mean  to  imprcfs  your  minds  with 
a  fenfe  of  the  importance  and  neceffity  of  the  duty,  and 
I  will  add,  the  efficacy  of  it-  Remember  the  conne^on 
between  the  duty  and  the  protnife— -«"  Train  up  a  child  in 
*•  the  way  he  fhould  go,  and  when  be  is  old  he  will  not  dc- 
"  part  from  it."  I  knew  a  pious  and  judicious  minifter, 
t^ho  affirmed,  that  we  did  not  give  credit  to  that  part  of 
God's  word  if  we  did  not  believe  the  certainty  of  the  pro- 
mife,  as  well  as  the  obligation  of  the  duty ;  he  was  of  opi- 
ftion,  that  every  parent,  when  he  feemed  to  fail,  fhould 
conclude  that  he  himfelf  had  been  undutiful,  and  not  that 
God  had  been  unfaithful. 

(3.)  Be  circumfpeft  and  edifying  in  your  example* 
All  the  arguments  that  prefs  the  former  exhortation,  ap- 
^\y  with  the  fame,  perhaps  I  may  fay,  with  double  force 
to  this.  Example  is  itfelf  the  moft  powerful  and  fuccefs- 
ful  inftruflion ;  and  example  is  necefTary  to  give  meaning 
and  influence  to  all  other  in(lru6tion.  This  is  one  of 
the  oldeft  maxims  upon  the  fubjeft  of  education  ; — ^T.'he 
Roman  fatyrift  fays,  "  Nil  diftu  vifm^e  foedum  haec 
"  limina  tangat  intra  quae  puer  eft."  Let  nothing  bafe 
te  feen  or  heard  within  thefc  walls  in  which  a  child  is- 
And  if  children  naturally  form  their  fentiment;^,  habits^ 
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and  manners^  by  imitation  of  others  in  general,  how 
much  more  powerful  muft  be  the  example  of  parent?, 
who  are  every  hour  in  their  fight,  whom  nature  teaches 
them,  and  whom  duty  obliges  them  to  love,  and  when 
it  comes  recommended  by  the  continual  intercourfe,  and 
the  endearing  fervices  that  flow  from  that  intimate  re- 
lation* 

(4.)  Laftly,  parents  are  taught  here  perfeverance  an4 
importunity  in  prayer.  This,  indeed,  is  an  important 
thing  upon  every  fubjefit  of  our  requefts  to  God.  Our 
Saviour  fpoke  a  parable  on  purpofe  to  teach  men,  that 
tfaey  fliould  pray  and  not  faint,  Luke  xviii.  i.  And  if 
wc  are  called  to  believe,  that  *'  if  we  alk  any  thing  agree* 
*^  able  to  his  will,  he  heareth  us,"  what  more  agreeable 
to  his  will  than  frequent  and  importunate  prayer  for  the 
temporal  and  fpiritual  happinefs  of  children — What  a 
fupport  this  to  the  faith  of  prayer.  You  ought,  at  the 
fame  time,  to  remember  that,  as  the  prophet  Jeremiah 
ikys,  ^^  it  is  good  for  a  man  to  hope  and  quietly  to  wait 
*'  for  the  falvation  of  God.'*  The  anfwer  of  prayer  may 
come  at  a  much  greater  diilance  than  we  are  apt  to  look 
for  it.  There  is  a  remarkable  anecdote  handed  down  to 
us,  refpeding  the  famous  St.  Auguftine.  He  was  the  foQ 
of  an  eminently  pious  woman,  whofe  name  was  Monica^ 
yet  he  was  in  his  youth  very  loofe  and  diforderly.  One 
of  his  fellow-citizens,  it  is  faid,  feeing  him  pafs  along  the 
fireet,  refledted  upon  him  with  great  feverity,  as  a  dif. 
grace  to  fociety ;  but  another  made  anfwer,  that  he  was 
not  without  hopes  of  him  after  all,  for  he  thought  it  next  to 
impoffible  that  the  fon  of  fo  many  prayers  fliould  perifli. — 
And  we  know,  that  in  fa£t,  he  became  in  due  time  one  of 
the  moft  eminent  champions  for  evangelical  truth,  There 
is  not  the  lead  doubt  that  many  prayers,  and  efpecially  of 
this  kind,  may  have  their  anfwer  and  accomplifhment 
after  the  believer  that  offered  them  has  been  many  years 
ileeping  in  the  duil« 

2.  The  truths  above  illuftrated,  fuggeft  important  ad- 
vices  to  children,  that  is,  to  fuch  young  perfons  as  are 
able  to  underfland  and  apply  them,  (i.)  Preferve  a  tyn* 
d^rnef3  of  bc^rt,  and  be  thankful  that  you  are  not  yet 
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hardened  by  habitual  guilt,  nor  fentenced  to  perpetuat 
harrennefs  by  the  judgment  of  a  righteous  God.  Efteem; 
embrace,  improve  the  precious  but  flying  feafon.  Heark- 
en to  the  inftruftions  of  parents;  the  admonitions  of 
paftors,  the  leflbns  of  providence,  and  the  difitates  of 
God's  holy  fpirit  f|>eaking  by  the  confcience.  Think  of 
the  amiablenefs  of  early  piety  in  the'  fight  of  men ;  and 
its  acceptablenefs  in  the  fight  of  God — *'  I  love  them  that 
>*  love  me/'  fays  he  by  his  prophet ;  '*  and  they  that  feck 
"  me  early  (hall  find  me.'* 

(2.)  Be  not  fatisfied  with,  or  truft  in  outward  privile- 
ges. If  you  are  the  children  of  pious  parents,  who  have 
lived  near  to  God  ;  if  you  have  been  favored  with  early 
inftruftion,  unlefs  thefe  advantages  are  improved,  they 
will  not  plead  for,  but  againft  you,  at  the  great  da^. 
This  is  the  diftate  both  of  fcripture  and  reafon,  "  to 
**  whomfoever  much  is  given,  oi  them  much  will  be  re- 
>*  quired.''  There  is  a  common  faying,  that  is  neither 
agreeable  to  truth  nor  experience,  and  yet  fometimes 
obtains  belief  in  a  blinded  world,  that  the  children  of 
good  people  are  as  bad  as  any :  as  if  early  education, 
which  is  of  fo  much  influence  in  learning  every  thing 
elfe,  ftiould  have  no  effe£t  in  religion.  On  the  contrary, 
where  do  we  expedl  to  find  pious  youth,  but  in  pious 
families,  or  fober  and  induftrious  youth,  but  in  fober  and 
induftrious  families  ?  I  fliould  call  that  man  prudent  in 
the  conduct  of  life,  who  in  the  choice  of  a  fervant,  an 
apprentice,  or  a  partner  in  bufinels,  would  pay  almoft 
as  much  attention  to  the  blood  and  parentage,  as  to  the 
perfon  with  whom  he  was  to  be  immediately  conneSed. 
But  if  we  take  notice  of  what  probably  gave  occafion  to 
the  millake,  viz.  that  the  wicked  children  of  pious  pa- 
rents  are  the  word  of  any,  it  is  a  truth  of  the  utmoft  mo- 
ment, and  eafily  accounted  for.  They  burfl  afunder 
the  (Irongeil  ties,  they  are  under  the  unhappy  necellity  of 
niallerin^  confcience  by  high-handed  wickednels,  and 
pommonly  come  to  fpeedy  and  defcrved  ruin  :  **  He  that 
.►*  being  often  reproved,  hardeneth  his  neck,  fhall  fuddcnly 
fv.be  dpftroycd,  find  that  without  remedy."  ; 
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(3.)  Do  not  fatisfy  yourfelves  with  a  name  to  live,  while 
you  are  dead.  Though  fome  young  perfons  religioufly 
educated,  by  falling  into  diffolute  fociety,  become  open 
profligates,  there  are  others  who  retain  the  form  without 
the  life  of  religion :  Therefore,  if  nature  hath  given  yoii 
amiable  difpofitions ;  if  thefe  have  been  cultivated  by  a 
pious  and  prudent  education  ;  if  you  feel  the  reftraint  of 
natural  confcience ;  if  you  are  defirous  of  public  praife, 
or  afraid  of  public  Ihame,  do  not  neglect  any  of  thefe  pre- 
fervatives  from  fin ;  but  yet  endeavor  to  obtain,  and  fee 
that  you  be  governed  by  a  principle  fuperior  to  them  all, 
the  hope  of  final  acceptance  with  God  through  Chrift. 
Afk  of  him  to  give  you  a  new  heart,  and  a  new  fpirit, 
to  **  create  you  a-new  in  Chrift  Jefus  unto  good  works; 
^*  which  God  hath  before  ordained,  that  we  ftiould  walk  in 
**them." 

In  the  laft  place,  this  fubjeft  fuggefts  fome  important 
inftruftions  to  the  hearers  of  the  gofpel  in  general.  (.1.) 
Lofe  no  time  in  providing  for  your  great  and  beft  intereft. 
Every  argument  that  tends  to  (hew  the  importance  of 
early  piety,  may  be  applied,  with  equal  or  greater  force, 
to  fiiew  the  danger  of  delay  in  more  advanced  years. 
What  is  wife  or  amiable  in  youth,  is  neceflary  to  thofe 
who  are  nearer  their  journey's  end.  But  confidering  my- 
fclf  as  fpeaking  to  profcfling  Chrifiians,  what  I  would 
cameftly  advife  you,  is,  to  apply  the  principles  above  laid 
down,  to  particular  purpofes,  as  well  as  to  your  general 
condu^.  If  confcience  or  providence  has  pointed  out  to 
you  ^ny  thing  that  you  may  do  to  advantage,  either  for 
yourfelves  or  others,  lofe  no  time  in  fetting  about  it,  be- 
caufe  you  do  not  know  how  little  time  may  be  yours :  So 
fays  the  wife  man,  Ecc.  ix.  10.  "  Whatfoever  thy  hand 
^'  findeth  to  do,  do  it  with  thy  might ;  for  there  is  no 
**  work,  nor  device,  nor  knowledge,  nor  wifdom,  in  the 
"  grave  whidier  thou  goed," 

(2.)  Do  not  forget  the  improvement  of  this  fubjedl, 
which  our  Saviour  himfelf  has  pointed  out ;  imitate  the 
temper  of  children ;  learn  to  be  humble  and  teachable, 
gentle  and  eafy  to  be  intreated.  Both  watch  and  pray 
ggainft  all  violent  attachments,  rude  an4  boillerous  paf* 
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fionsi  aad  deep  rooted  refcntment.  Obferve  how  the 
little  lambs  lay  down  their  refentnient,  and  forget  their 
quarrels.  Under  this  particular,  it  is  proper  to  reconw 
tnend  a  decency  of  deportment,  and  a  contempt  of  all 
vanity  and  aSedaition,  as  well  as  iimplicity  and  fince- 
rity  of  fpeech,  and  a  contempt  of  all  artifice  and  re- 
finement. Tl^e  apoftle  has  given  an  excellent  defcrip- 
tion  of  this,  2  Cor.  i.  ^.2.  "  For  our  rejoicing  is  this, 
"  the  teftimony  of  our  confcience,  that  in  fimplicity 
^*  and  godly  fincerity,  not  with  fleflily  wifidom,  but  by 
^  the  grace  of  God^  we  have  had  our  converfation  in  the 
**  world.'* 

(3.)  Set  ^  good  example  before  others  in  general,  but 
cfpccially  ypung  perfons.  The  old  rule.  Maxima  dc- 
betur  piieris  reverential  ought  to  be  j^on^ered  as  well  as 
recollefted.  It  is  of  much  importance  what  our  vifible 
conduct  is,  at  all  times,  and  in  all  places,  becaufe  we 
/continually  contribute  to  form  each  others  tempers  and 
habits;  but  greater  caution  is  neceOary  in  prefence  of 
young  perfons,  both  becaufe  they  are  moil  prone  to  imi- 
tation, and  becaufe  they  have  the  leaft  judgment  to 
make  proper  diUindlions,  or  to  refufe  the  evil,  and  choofc 
the  good.  Some  inftances  might  be  given,  in  which 
things  might  be  faid  or  done,  before  perfon^  of  full  undcr- 
ftanding,  without  injury,  that  could  not  be  done  with- 
out injury,  or  at  leaft  without  danger,  before  perfons  in 
early  life. 

(4.)  In  the  laft  place,  be  not  wanting  in  your  endea- 
vors and  prayers  for  the  public  intereft  of  religion,  and 
the  profperity  of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom.  Support,  bv 
your  condudl  and  converfation,  the  public  credit  of  reli- 
gion.— What  is  more  powerful  over  the  minds  of  men 
and  the  manners  of  the  age,  than  public  opinion  ?  It  i^ 
more  powerful  than  the  rnoft  fanguinary  laws.  And 
what  is  public  opinion  ?  It  is  formed  by  the  fentiments 
that  are  moft  frequently  heard,  and  moft  approved  in 
converfation.  Had  we  a  juft  fenfe  of  the  importance  of 
viuble  religion,  what  a  powerful  principle  would  it  be, 
of  prudent,  watchful,  guarded  conduct,  in  every  flate  and 
pircumftanpe  of  life  i  V/hatev?r  reafon  there  may  be  19 
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complain  of  the  frequency  of  hypocrify,  or  feeking  the 
applaufe  of  men,  I  am  afraid  Uiere  is  no  lefs  reafon  to 
complain  of  the  want  of  attention  to  that  precept  of  the 
apoftle,  ^*  Look  not  every  man  on  his  own  things,  but 
**  every  man  alfo  on  the  things  of  otliers ;"  or  of  our 
Lord  himfelf.  Matt,  v,  i6.  "  Let  your  light  fo  (hine  be- 
**  fore  men,  that  they  may  fee  your  good  works,  and 
•*  glorify  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven.**  I  apprehend 
that  thefe  feemingly  oppofite  faults,  are  not  always  fepa- 
rated,  but  often  found  in  the  fame  perfons ;  that  is  to  fay, 
there  may  be  a  (Irong  defire  after,  and  endeavor  to  obtain 
poblic  applaufe,  by  a  few  fplendid  and  popular  aCtions, 
ind  yet  but  little  attention  to  that  prudent  and  exemplary 
condu£t,  which  promotes  public  ufefulnefs.  Confider 
what  you  have  heard,  and  the  Lord  give  you  underftand* 
ing  to  improve  and  apply  It,  for  Chrift's  fake.     Amen, 
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SERMON  32. 


Psalm  cxvi.  160 

Oh  Lonlf  truly  I  ani  thy  servant ;  I  am  thy  seHariij  and  thg 
son  of  thine  handmaid:  thoii  hast  hosed  my  bondsi 

ACTION    SSRMON« 

My  BRttHREiT, 

THERE  is  fomething  fo  fervent  and  atfeftionate  in 
the  language  of  the  man  after  God's  oWn  heart,  that 
it  is  extremely  proper  to  be  adopted  by  us  in  adls  of  ado- 
tation,  ttuft,  or  fuppilication  to  God.  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  de- 
termine, whether  we  ought  to  confider  the  Ghriftian^s  ac- 
cefs  to  God,  at  his  holy  table,  chiefly  under  one  or  other 
of  thefe  views,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  it  is  a  fbrt  of 
compound  or  union  of  the  whole — Veneration  and  wor- 
fliip  of  the  eternal  God,  and  the  incarnate  Redeemer,  tx^ 
hibitcd  to  us,  and  as  it  were  brought  near  to  us  by  the  heli^ 
ef  the  infiituted  figns :  Reliance  and  confidence  in  God^ 
from  the  opportunity  given  us  of  laying  hold  of  his  cove* 
tiant :  and  thankful  fupplication  to  God  for  his  fupport 
and  countenance,  in  the  furrender  of  ourfelves  to  his  fetC 
vice.  I  cannot  help  looking  upon  the  words  of  the  Pfalmi 
id  in  this  paflTage,  as  carrying  in  them  a  mixture  of  atl 
thefe  hciy  affeftions.  "  Oh  Lord,  truly  I  am  thy  fer- 
Voi-ll.  JLl 
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*^  vant  i  1 901  fty  fervant,  and  the  ion  cf  thine  handnuid. 
*^Thou  haft  loofed  my  bonds:  I  wUt  offer  to  thee  the  &« 
*^  crifice  of  thankfgiving,  and  will  call  upon  the  name  of 
••  the  Lord.'' 

This  PTalnf,  of  which  David  is  univerlally  admitted  t9 
^  the  author,  feems  plainly  to  have  been  compofed  after 
ibme  fignal  deliverance,  of  which  the  remembrance  was 
irefli  upon  his  mind.^  It  was  fuc^h  as  had  brought  his  life 
ftfelf  into  the  mod  imminent  danger.  He  acknowledge 
» the  verfe  preceding  the  text^  the  peculiar  and  gracious 
eare  which  God  takes  of  the  life  of  his  people  :  "  Precious 
•*  in  the  fight  of  the  Lord  is  the  death  of  his  faints;"  and 
then  makes  the  profeffion  of  relation,  gratitude,  and  duty, 

€ontained  in-  the  words  of  the  text. As  they  fcem  ta 

me  to  be  very  comprehenfive,  and  with  great  propriety  to 
cicprefs  what  ought  to  be  the  habitual  temper  of  aChri^ 
tian,  and  the  frame  of  fpirit  with  which  a  conlmunicant 
ought  to  draw  near  to  God  at  his  table  ;  I  (hall  endeavor, 
in  dependance  on  divine  grace, 

L  To  open  the  import  of  the  Pfalmift's  declaration  and 
purpofe. 

II.  To  apply  it  to  you  as  hearers  of  the  Gofpel  in  ge^ 
neral,  as  well  as  (Vith  a  view  to  the  facred  employment 
uhmediately  before  you* 

Firft,  then,  I  propofc  to  open  the  import  of  the  PfalmiR^s 
declaration  a^  purpofe  in  the  text.  This  1  think  m^ 
be  included  in  the  following  particulars,  to  which  I  intrcat 
your  ferious  attention. 

I.  ThisexprcfBon  of  the  king  of  Ifrael,  implies  a  very 
Bkomble  fenfe  of  his  diftance  from,  and  dependance  upon^ 
God,  as  his  creature.  This  is  the  firft  view  which  a  peni- 
tent hath  of  himfelf  when  be  returns  to  Gckl.  It  is  the 
firft  view  which  a  good  man  hath  of  himfelf  in  his  ap* 
jMroaehes  to  or  communion  with  God.  And  indeed  it  is' 
what  ought  to^  be  infeparable  from  the  exercife  of  every 
c^her  pious  af{c6i:ion.  To  have  as  it'  were  high  and  hopi^ 
Borable  thoughts  of  the  majefty  and  (rreatnefs  of  the  livin|^ 
(ifQflj  and  a  deep  and  awful  imprelilon  of  the  immediate 
md  ^mtiiHsal  prefenco  ol  the  heartpiearohiag.  Godr-^-lhis 
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natanliy  produces  the  greateft  felf-abafimient,  and  tht 
mod  unfeigned  fabje£tion  of  fpirit,  before  our  Maker.  It 
leads  to  a  confeflion  of  him  as  Lord  over  all»  and  having 
the  mod  abfolute  right  not  only  to  the  obedience,  but  to 
the  difpofal  of  all  his  creatures.  I  cannot  help  thinking 
this  is  conveyed  to  us  in  the  language  of  the  Plaknifti 
when  he  fays,  **  O  Lord,  truly  I  am  thy  fervant.**  Ht 
was  a  prince  among  his  fubjedls,  ami  had  many  other  bo^^ 
fiorable  dilUndions,  both  natural  and  acquinrd,  among 
men ;  but  he  was  fenfible  of  his  being  a  fervant  and  ful^ 
Jeft  of  the  King  of  kings ;  and  the  force  of  his  expreflioii| 
•*  truly  I  am  thy  fervant/*  not  only  fignifies  the  certain^ 
of  the  thiiig,  but  how  deeply  and  firongly  he  then  felt« 
iConvi£Uon  of  its  truth. 

Suffer  me  to  fay,  my  brethren,  that  there  is  much  more 
in  this,  than  many  apprehend.  The  fcripture  fpeaks  often 
cf  the  knowledge  of  God,  of  a  difcov^ry  of  the  glory  of 
Qodj  as  a  thing  peculiar  to  his  people,  which  is  very  dif- 
ferent from  merely  fpeculative  opinions  as  to  his  nature 
and  perfections*  It  implies  an  awful  impreflion  of  hi$ 
power  andgreatnefs,  a  deep  fenfe  how  little  the  creature  is 
before  iiijn,  and  how  entirely  it  is  in  his  hand.  I  love 
.that  expreffion  ufed  by  feveral  pious  writers  of  the  laft  agei^ 
of  bowing  before  the  foveceignty  of  God.  When  a  b^- 
^iever  or  a  worfliipper  hath  a  proper  view  of  this ;  when  it 
is  brought  home  upon  hi$  fpirit ;  it  as  it  were  banifhes  aU 
X>ther  things,  all  other  relations,  all  other  perfons ;  and  be 
is,  to  jiis  apprehenfion,  alone  in  the  prefence  of  the  invi- 
iible  God.  An4  then  what  abafenient  of  foul  is  of  nece£i 
iity  produced!  then  no  language  can  be  found  fuffictsnt 
to  expreff  hi«  vilenefs  and  nothingnefs  in  his  own  fight. 
He  may  be  a  rich  man  among  his  poor  neighbors,  or  a 
great  man  among  his  numerous  attendants,  or  a  learned 
ii>an  among  ^e  ignorant  vulgar ;  but  alas,  he  is  no  more 
than  finful  duft  and  a&e^  before  the  omnipotent  Jehovah; 
There  is  fomething  very  magnificent  in  the  delcription 
given  by  the  prophet  Ifaiah  of  the  majefly  of  God,  and 
the  correfpondent  fentiments  of  thpfe  who  fee  and  feel  it, 
in  the  2d  chapter  of  his  prophecies,  verfe  10, 11.  ^'  £n- 
;^*  ter  into  the  rock,  and  hide  the?  in.thp  duft,  for  fear  of 
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"  the  Lord,  and  for  the  glory  of  his  Majefty.  The  lofty 
'*  looks  of  man  Ihall  be  humbled,  and  the  haughtmefs  of 
'*  men  ihall  be  bowed  down,  and  the  XjotA  alone  Ifaall  be 
**  exalted  in  that  d^y.''  And  again,  verfep  19,  20,  21, 22, 
^*  And  they  ihall  go  into  the  holes  of  the  rocks,  and  into 
"  the  caves  of  the  earth,  for  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  for  the 
**  glory  of  his  majefty,  when  he  arifeih  to  (hake  terribly 
^<  ttie  earth.  In  that  day  a  man  fhall  caft  his  idols  of  Gt- 
f  ver,  and  his  idols  pf  gold,  which  they  made,  each  one 
f*  for  himfelf  to  worftip,  to  the  moles  and  to  the  bats  :  to 
f*  go  into  the  clefts  of  the  rocks,  and  into  the  tops  of  the 
"  ragged  rocks,  for  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  for  the  glory  olF 
♦*  his  majefty,  when  he  arifeth  to  Ihake  terribly  the  earthl 
"  Ceafe  ye  from  man,  whofe  breath  is  in  his  np(lrils : 
?*  for  wherein  is  be  to  be  sjccountcd  of  ?^' 

2.  This  declaration  of  the  Pfalmill  implies  a  confef- 
fion  of  his  being  bound  by  particular  covenant  and  coh- 
ient  unto  God,  and  a  repetition  of  the  fame  by  a  new  ad- 
herence. This,  as  it  was  certainly  true  with  regard  to  himi 
having  often  dedicated  hinifelf  to  God,  fo  I  take  it  to  be 
concluded  on  the  reiteration  of  the  expreflion  here,  "  Oh 
*'  J.ord,  truly  I  am  thy  fervant,  T  am  thy  fervant.''  As 
if  he  had  faid,  *  Oh  Lord,  it  is  undeniable ;  it  is  impot 

*  fible  to  recede  from  it.     I  am  thine  by  many  ties.     I  am 

*  by  nature  thy  fubjeft  and  thy  creature  ;  and  I  have  many 
f  times  confeffed  thy  right,  and  promifed  my  own  duty.'* 
I  need  not  mention  to  you,  either  the  examples  in  th^ 
Pfalmift's  writings,  or  the  occafions  in  his  hiftory,  oh 
which  he  folemnly  furrendered  himfelf  to  God.  It  is  fuf- 
ficient  to  fay,  that  It  was  very  proper  that  he  fliould  fre- 
quently call  this  to  mind,  and  confefs  it  before  God,  a^ 
what,  though  it  could  not  make  hi?  Creator's  right  any 
ftronger,  would  certainly  make  the  guilt  of  his  own  vid- 
latiori  of  it,  fo  much  the  greater.  It  was  certainly  alfo  a 
repetition  of  thofe  engagements,  and  a  folemn  promife  qf 
continued  adherence  to  them.  There  is  no  appearance 
in  his  language,  that  he  either  regrets  or  repents  his  fub- 
jeftion  to  God;  on  the  contrary,  he  manifefts  his  delibe- 
rate approbation  of  It,  as  his  intereft  as  well  as  dutv. 
Whdit  he  fays  here  to  God,  has  fomething  of  the  fem(f 
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meaning  with  what  he  (ays  elfewberc  to  his  own  Ibol.  Pfar 
xvi.  2.  **  O  my  foul,  thou  haft  fai|d  unto  the  Lord,  thoju  art 
«*  my  Lord."  And  he  afterwards  expreffes  the  greateft 
complacency  in  this  choice;  verfes  5,  6,  of  the  above 
Ffalm,  "  The  Lord  is  the  portion  of  mine  inheritance, 
^  and  my  cup ;  thou  maintaincft  my  lot.  The  lines  ar^ 
*'  ftLlleq  ynto  me  in  pleafgint  places  ;  yea,  I  h^vc  a  goodly 
^'  heritage.'' 

I  take  it  to  be  i^ery  natural  for  pious  perfons  to  look 
back  upon  their  former  engagements  to  God.  It  is  a  part 
of  the  worfliip  they  owe  to  him,  not  only  to  glorify  him 
as  .God,  but  tp  adhere  to  him  as  their  God.  It  comes  in 
withf  propriety  as  a  part  of  confeffion,  of  praife,  and  of  ho- 
ly refolution,  It  humbles  the  fpirit  under  a  fenfe  of  fin, 
as  a  breach  of  promife,  as  well  as  duty.  It  is  matter  of 
praife  that  we  have  been  inclined  and  enabled  to  give  our* 
(elves  to  God.  according  to  the  beautiful  fentiment  of  Da- 
vtd,  who  gives  thanks  to  God,  that  he  and  his  people  had 
jbeen  enabled  to  make  fuch  free  and  liberal  contribution^ 
to  the  building  of  the  Temple,  i  Chron.  xxix.  13,  14. 
^  Now  therefore,  pur  God,  we  thank  thee,  and  praife  thy 
^*  glorious  name.  But  who  am  I,  and  what  is  my  people, 
^*  that  we  fliould  be  able  to  offer  fo  willingly  after  this 
"  fort  ?  for  all  things  come  of  thee,  and  of  thine  own  have 
*'  we  given  thee."  It  is  alfo  plainly  a  part  of  our  new 
engagement,  which  i$  no  more  than  a  ratification  of  what 
we  have  often  and  willingly  done  before. 

3.  This  declaration  of  the  Pfalmift  is  an  exprefllon  of 
his  peculiar  and  fpecial  relation  tp  God,  "I  am  thy  fer- 
**  vant  and  the  fpn  of  thine  handmaid."  There  is  ano- 
ther paflage  of  his  writings,  where  the  fame  exprefEon  oc- 
curs, Pf^i.  Ixxxvi.  16.  "  O  turn  onto  me,  and  have  mer- 
^*  cy  upon  me,  give  ihy  ftrepgth  unto  thy  fervant,  and  fav^ 
•'  the  fon  of  thine  handmaid."  There  is  fome  variation 
indeed  among  interpreters  in  the  way  of  illufirating  this 

Ehrafe.  Some  take  it  for  a  figurative  way  of  affirming 
lat  he  was  bound  in  the  (Irongeft  manner  to  God,  as 
thofe  children  who  were  bom,  of  a  maid- fervant,  and  bom 
in  his  own  houfe,  aK  in  the  moft  abfolute  manner  his 
property.     Others  take  it  tp  fignify  his  being  not  otvl^ 
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imnight  up  in  a  vifible  church  of  God,  but  in  a  pious  famu 
ly,  and  educated  in  his  fear:  and  others  would  have  it  t0 
£gQify  dill  more  efpecially,  that  the  Pfalmift's  mother  was 
an  eminently  pious  woman.  And  indeed  I  do  not  think 
that  was  a  circumftance,  if  true,  either  unworthy  of  hia 
ito  remtmber,  or  jof  the  fpirit  of  God  to  put  upon  record 
In  the  New  Teftament,  we  find  the  apodle  PauU  taking 
notice  of  a  fimilar  circumftance  in  the  cafe  of  Ti.mothy» 
]^  Tim.  i.  5.  "  When  I  call  to  remembrance  ihe  ^q^gn- 
^'  ed  faith  that  is  in  thee,  &c.''  Without  4cAermining 
precifely  in  what  fenfe  to  take  the  word^,  it  is  xrciibunly 
added  here  to  fignify  fome  peculiar  and  intimate  reUtioi^ 
to  God,  which  laid  him  under  the  ftrongefi  ties  pf  .adhc^ 
rence  and  fubjedion. 

As  there  was  much  beauty  and  propriety  in  the  Pfalia- 
lAs  mentioning  this  circumQance,  fp  every  pious  perfoa 
ought  ef|^cjally  in  the  Lord's  fupper,  to  recoiled  the  pe- 
culiar relations  he  (lands  under  to  God.  Even  a$  mem- 
bers of  the  vifible  church  we  are  the  fervants  of  God,  boiti 
in  his  houfe,  baptized  in  his  name,  favored  with  the  light 
of  the  gofpel,  blcfled  with  clearnefs  and  fullnefs  of  inftruc- 
tion,  animated  by  eminent  and  Ihining  examples.  Af 
many  a;  have  been  brought  up  either  as  children  or  fer- 
yants  in  pipus  families,  feparated  from  the  felicitations, 
^d  (heltered  from  the  infults  of  wicked  men ;  careful  in- 
ilrudtion,  regular  government,  faithful  admonition  and 
kind  invitation,  laid  as  it  were  a  drift  and  powerful  con- 
^raint  upon  them,  brought  them  into,  and  kept  them  iqi 
the  paths  of  piety  ;ind  truth :  ought  they  not  to  remem- 
ber it  with  humility  and  gratitude,  nay,  if  by  means  of  but 
one  pious  parent,  or  other  relation,  had  been  brought  to 
acquaintance  with  God,  it  ought  to  be  remembered  as  lay- 
ing them  under  peculiar  ties.  To  all  which  I  fhall  only 
add,  that  if  by  the  gopdnefs  of  a  gracious  God,  any  former 
means  of  inftru6lion,  public  or  private,  or  fingular  difpcn- 
fatipn  of  providence,  has  been  iaccompanicd  with  power^ 
it  ought  to  be  improved  in  this  new  furrender  of  ourfelve§ 
to  God,  at  once  to  increafe  our  prefent  gratitude  and  pro- 
mote our  future  fledfaftnefs  in  the  p.iths  of  obedience.— 
This  leads  nie  to  pbferve, 


DfVoicdfiess  to  G^  ifi 

4.  That  the  declaration  of  the  Pfalmift  implies  a  fenfo ' 
ifgnttitude  for  iignal  mercies,  ^Thou  baft  loofed  mjr 
^  tends.'*  I  think  it  is  probable  that  what  be  had  in  vievr 
immediately  here  was,  deliverance  from  perfonal  affliction, 
probably  a  dangerous  ficknefs,  threatening  immediate  dil- 
folutioo.  But  the  way  in  which  it  is  introduced  and  tho 
life  to  which  it  is  applied,  is  equally  fuited  to  deliverancea 
<|f  every  kind  and  ufe,  to  all  (ignal  mercies  which  were 
greatly  needed  or  highly  prized.  He  afcribes  the  honof 
•fit  to  God,  be  puts  it  to  his  own  charge  as  a  debt  due  to 
God,  and  on  this  account  propofes  a  return  of  duty  and 
gratitude  to  God.  It  were  no  difficult  matter  to  produce 
examples  of  a  fimilar  conduft  in  the  Pfalmift,  on  his  being 
fiivored  with  remarkable  deliverances  in  his  family,  from 
the  enemies  of  his  country,  from  flander  and  reproach^ 
or  in  unexpected  honor  and  advancement,  as  was  hi9 
finom  the  ftieepfold  to  the  kingdom  of  IfraeL 

Now  ought  not  every  good  man,  to  follow  the  exam-« 
pie  of  the  Pfalmift  in  this  particular,.to  remember  and  ac-^ 
knowledge  all  inftances  of  fignal  mercy.  There  is  fcarce* 
ly  any  perfon,  but  may  recolleft  feveral  examples  of  theftf 
ID  the  courfe  of  their  lives.  They  may  remember  how 
tameftly  they  defired  deliverance  in  the  time  of  danger^- 
what  a  fenfe  of  gratitude  was  upon  their  minds,  when  the 
mercy  was  recent,  and  this  may  be  profitably  improved^ 
for  ftrengthening  the  ties  which  they  lie  under  to  God  theif 
Saviour.  This  will  have  a  double  efle£t,  if  the  deliveranco 
was  implored  by  the  prayer  of  faith,  and  if  any  marks  can 
be  dtfcemed,  of  their  having  obtained  the  fanctified  im^ 
provement  of  it.  But  above  all,  with  what  propriety  may 
tbcy  adopt  the  language  of  the  Pfalmift,  if  they  have  been 
delivered  from  bondage  of  fpirit,  as  well  as  fear  and  foliw 
^tude  as  to  their  outward  ftate.  And  it  frequently  hap- 
pens, that  thefe  two  go  together.  It  was  almoft  always  for 
with  the  Pfalmift,  and  is  natural  to  expe£t  that  it  will  be 
fi>  with  every  ferious  perfon  ;  for  affliftion  brings  fm  to^ 
remembrance,  and  they  not  only  tremble,  for  the  iftue  oi 
the  trial  under  which  they  groan,  but  apprehend  the  holy 
difpleafure  of  that  God,  who  caft  them  into  the  furnace^ 
and  with  whom  they  have  to  do.     But  if  the  candle  of  the 
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liDrd  ^gaia  fhioeth  upon  them,  and  they  are  valkiog  in! 
the  light  of  his  countenance,  they  may  well  fay  with  ftic 
rtalmift,  "  O  Lord,  truly  I  am  thy  fervant,  I  aCm  thy  fer. 
**  vant,  and  the  fon  of  thy  hand-maid :  thou  haft  l6ofed 
*•  my  bonds/' 

5.  In  the  lafl  place,  'this  declafatibn  implies  a  folemrf 
dedication  and  furrendef  of  himfelf  to  God,  and  his*  fervice 
for  the  tirtie  to  come.  This  is  the  end  of  the  retrolpefl 
which  he  takes  of  his  chara6\ef  and  ftate,  "  I  will  offer  to 
**  thee  the  facfifice  of  thankfgi^ing,  and  will  call  upon  the 
**  name  of  the  Lord/'  He  was  refolved  to  live  a  Mfe  of 
gratitude  to  God,  to  take  all  methods  of  6penly  and  pub- 
licly  acknowledging  him  aS  the  author  of  his  mercies.  If 
we  would  fee'  further  his  purpofe,  we  may  lo6k  back  to 
the  8,  9,  10,  ver.  "  For  thou  haft  delivered  my  f6ul  from 
"  death,  mine  eyes  from  tears,  and  my  feet  from  falling.'* 
file  promifes  therefore  a  life  of  obedience,  and  as  the  foUrcc 
of  thankful  truft  and  acqulefcence  in  God,  he  feetns  by 
the  nth  verfe,  to  have  been  difconcerted  by  difcovering 
the  treachery  of  men,  but  every  thing  is  redlified  and  rhadc 
iip  by  the  goodnefs  and  all-fufficiency  of  God. 

So  my  brethren,  ought  every  perfon  who  is  thi5  day  to 
fit  down  at  the  table  of  the  Lord,  after  a  ferious  recolleftioH 
cifall  his  part  mercies,  to  devote  and  confecrate  himfelf 
tmto  God.  Take  him  for  your  portion:  place  your  hap- 
pinefs  in  his  favor ;  receive  your  daily  bread  from  him  as 
his  gift;  pay  for  every  mercy  the  tribute  of  praife ;  live  not 
tpon  the  cfeature  without  God,  but  endeavor  to  enrich 
^nd  fweefen  created  comforts,  by  communion  whh  God  i 
Refolve  to  ferve  him  with  J'our  body  and  fpirit  wiiich  arrf 
his,  ferve  him  fmcerely,  refolving  that  notliing  iliall  have 
cjuiet  poffcffion  of  your  heart,  or  indulgence  hi  your  life, 
that  is  contrary  to  his  will.  Serve  him  with  zeal,  efpoufe' 
his  intereft,  plead  his  caufe,  and  efleem  it  your  honor,  if 
bj'  your  authority,  by  your  talents,  by  your  fubl.ance,  you 
can  promote  his  glory.  Put  your  truft  in  his  provideiiccf. 
You  arc  yet  in  the  body,  liable  to  all  the  viciffitudes  oi'this 
mortal  ftatc.  Be  i^erfuadcd  of  the  infinite  v/ifclom  and  all- 
fufficicncy  of  God.  Let  him  difpofe  of  you  freely.  Refift 
exceffive  anxiety  and  fear,  and  oppofe  to  all  the  gloomy 
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fcdrrofS  of  a  fruitfol  apprehenfion,  the  ihield  of  faith  in 
almighty  ftrcngth,  which  is  aWe  to  tear  you  up  fuperior 
to  every  trial,  and  td  every  enemy.  Do  in  every  ftate  of 
difficulty  as  the  prophet  Ifaiah,  in  the  name  of  God,  in- 
vites the  people  Gff  Ifrael  to  do  on  the  approach  of  public 
judgment,  Ifaiah  xxvi.  to.  "  Come,*  my  people,  enter 
**  thou  into  thy  chambers^  and  (hut  thy  doors  abotit  thee : 
•*  hide  thyfelf  as  it  were  tor  a  little  moment,  until  the  in- 
•*  dignation  be  overpaft." 

.  I  proceed  now  in  the  laft  plate,  to  make  Ibme  jfraftical 
Improvement  of  this  fubjeft, 

.  1.  Suffer  me,  my  brethfen,  to  plead  with  ev^  {inner; 
to  plead  with  every  hearer  in  this  affembly,  the  right  of 
his  Maker  to  his  fervice.  He  hath  made  and  formed  you, 
and  his  vJfitation  preferves  your  fiTirits.  He  only  holdeflll 
your  foul  in  life,  and  unto  him  telong  the  iffue  from  dcathf 
—Of  him,  and  to  him,  and  through  him,  are  all  things. 
6ave  you  therefore  ferved  him  as  your  mafter,  «nd  placed 
Jrour  happinefs  on  his  favors.  I  choofe,  my  brethren,  to 
aflert  Grod^s  dominion  over  his  creatures,  that  if  it  pleafe 
him  to  accompany  it  with  his  fpirit,  it  may  carry  convic- 
tion to  many  who  are  living  in  quiet  and  fclf-fatisfaftion, 
although  they  are  dead  in  trefpaffes  and  fins.  Many,  if 
they  are  free  from  groffer  corruptions,  are  no  way  appre- 
henfive  of  the  danger  of  being  without  God  in  the  worlds 
Ignorance  of  themfelves,  extenuation  of  fin,  foolifhly 
plating  a  merit  in  a  few  common  outfide  duties,  and  pre- 
fumptuous  hopes  in  God's  general  mercy,  are  thedclufive 
grounds  of  the  hope  of  fuch  perfons.  Nay,  fometimes, 
alas  for  their  folly !  the  chief  thing  they  have  to  truft  to,  is 
the  ill  that  they  have  not  done.  I  really  do  not  fwear, 
fays  one,  I  hate  drinking  abominably,  it  is  a  beaftly  vice. 
tV'hat  fignify  thefe  partial  juftifications  ?  I  have  known, 
though  it  is  not  common,  I  confefs,  an  habitual  adulterer 
that  would  not  fc/ear,  and  I  could  fliew  you  a  covetous 
hard  hearted  wretch,  grinding  every  day  the  faces  of  the 
poor,  that  will  neither  drink  nor  fwear.  BCit  are  you  tho 
lervants  of  God  ?  are  you  devoted  to  his  fear  ?  believe  it 
firs,  there  is  an  abfolute  neceffity  of  an  entire  change  in 
your  nature,  to  fit  you  far  the  kingdom  of  Cod.  You  are 
VoA.  U.  Mm 
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his  creatures,  you  ought  to  be  his  fervants,  and  in  one 
fenfe  indeed  his  enemies  are  his  fervants,  becaufe  they  ar» 
under  the  dominion  of  his  Providence,  and  (hall  at  laft  be 
the  monuments  of  his  vengeance.  Be  warned  then  in 
time,  for  you  may  reft  aflured  that  no  man  hath  hardened 
himfelf  againft  him,  and  profpered. 

2.  fiut  in  the  next  place,  I  muft  not  omit  giving  war^ 
ning  of  their  danger,  to  fuch  as  are  living  in  open  and 
avowed  profanity.  They  are  fo  far  from  being  the  fcr- 
vants  of  God,  that  they  are  his  enemies,  his  confederated 
enemies,  and  the  enemies  of  every  thing  that  ftands  in 
a  viiible  relation  to  him.  I  will  once  more,  my  brethren, 
take  the  liberty  to  denounce  the  judgment  of  God,  againft 
all  fuch  perfons,  and  I  am  preaching  the  gofpel  of  Chrift 
while  I  am  doing  fo,  for  he  (hall  be  revealed  from  heaven 
in  flaming  fire.  And  all  profane  fwearers  that  fpeak  the 
language  of  hell  on  earth,  fhall  have  it  as  the(r  abode  for 
ever.    All  defpifers  of  the  fabbath  of  reft.     —        — 
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WICKED  CERTAINLY  DESTROYED, 


SERMON  33. 


1  Peter  iv.  i8. 

Jh%d  if  the  righteous  scarcely  be  savedy  where  shall  the  UHm 
godly  and  the  sinner  appfar  ? 


ALL  mankind  may  be  divided  into  two  great  claiTes, 
the  righteous  and  the  wicked,  the  friends  and  the 
enemies  of  God,  the  heirs  of  glory  and  the  heirs  of  hell. 
Thefe,  though  mixed  together  on  earth,  and  in  many  cafes 
not  eafily  to  be  Jiftinguiflied  by  men,  are  yet  effentially 
difTcrenx  in  their  chara|5ters,  and  (hall  at  la(l  meet  with  a 
very  different  fate.  Of  how  much  moment  would  it  be 
for  every  onp  to  fee  his  own  charafter  and  ftate  before  the 
final  feparation,  when  the  judgp  Ihall  divide  them,  one 
from  the  other,  as  a  Ihepberd  divideth  thq  llieep  from  the 
goats ! 

There  are  many  awful  tokens  of  divine  juftice  and 
holinefs  in  the  adminiftration  of  Providence,  which  ought 
to  be  confidered  by  us,  as  preludes  to  the  great  day  of  re- 
tribution, when  God  fhall  render  to  every  man,  accord* 
ing  to  his  works.  The  apoftle  Peter,  in  the  verfes  pre- 
ceding  the  text,  is  fpeaking  of  the  divine  judgments  which 
were  coming;  upon  (hat  generation,  and  which  were  in 


^j6  The  Righteous  scarcely  Saved^  (fe.    * 

part,  to  fall  even  upon  the  church  and  people  of  God.^^ 
From  this  ho  takes  occafion  to  poinc  out  the  infinitely, 
greater  dangrer  of  tm|)enitent  finners,  who  were  oxpoled, 
not  only  to  the  fame  or  heavier  temporal  ftrokes,  but  to  a 
final  and  eternal  deftruftion,  verfe  17,  **For  the  time  is 
^*  come  that  judgment  muft  begin  at  the  houfe  of  God ; 
^'  and  if  it  fir(l  begin  at  us,  what  fhall  the  end  be  of  them 
•*  that  obey  not  the  gofpel  of  God  ?  ■*  Confidering  alfo  that 
God  in  righteous  feverity,  fees  it  necefTary  to  make  cvcq 
his  own  people  to  pafs  through  the  fpmace,  and  througl) 
much  tribulation,  to  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God,  be 
inftitutes  the  comparifon  in  the  text,  to  point  oqt  the  drea4- 
ful  ftate  of  the  finally  impenitent ;  **  And  if  the  righteous 
^*  fcarcely  be  faved,  where  fliall^the  ungodly  and  the  fin- 
^*  ner  appear  ?'* 

In  difcouriing  further  upon  diis  fubje£t,  what  I  pro- 
pofe  is, 

I.  To  explain  the  import  of  the  declaration,  pr  fuppo- 
iition,  in  the  firft  part  of  the  text,  that  "  the  righteoiQ 
^'  fcarcely  are  {aved." 

II.  To  confider  the  ponclufion  drawn  from  it,  by  the 
fipollle,  **  where  (hall  the  ungodly  and  the  finner  appear  ?" 

III.  I  fhall  make  a  pradlical  improvement  of  the  fuh- 
jeft  for  your  inftrudlipn  and  dire^ion. 

In  the  firft  place  theq,  I  am  to  explain  the  import  of 
the  declaration,  or  fuppofition,  in  the  firft  part  of  the  text, 
that  "the  rightepus  are  fcarcely  faved.'^  There  is  xh6 
greater  neceffity  of  thi?,  that  the  expreffion  is  both  ftrong 
and  Angular.  There  are  many  paflages  indeed,  that  car- 
ry  in  them  truths  akin  to  it,  and  founded  upon  it ;  bqt 
the  fentirrient  itfelf,  is  almoft  peculiar  to  this  pafTage,  that 
J*  the  righteous  are  fcarcely  faved."  There  are  fome,  who 
fuppofe  that  the  expreffion  is  borrowed  from,  or  alludes  to 
Prov.  xi.  31.  "Behold,  the  righteous  fliall  be  recompenlc^ 
V  in  the  earth:  much  more  the  wiqked  and  the  fmner.** 
The  meaning  they  give  thus:  Even  the  righteous  muft 
pxpeft  to  meet  with  fufferings  and  calamities  on  earth, 
much  more,  wicked  men,  under  the  juft  difpleafure  of  a 
holy  God.    But  I  thiqk  it  is  plain,  tl\at  the  apoftle  in  0}\t 
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text,  has  an  eye  to  the  decifive  judgment  of  the  laft  day ; 
for  he  fays  in  the  preceding  verfe,  *^  What  (hall  the  end  be 
**  of  them,  that  obejr  not  the  gofpel  of  God.'*  It  is  no 
where  faid  in  fcripture,  that  wicked  men  (hall  be  punifli- 
ed  in  the  prefent  life,  in  a  manner  fully  adequate  to  their 
guilt,  much  lefs  that  a  jull  and  vifible  proportion  is  to  be 
obferved  between  their  fufierings  and  thofe  of  the  fervants 
cf  God.  On  the  contrary,  they  areralled  the  men  of  the 
world ;  it  is  faid,  they  have  their  part  and  portion  in  this 
life,  and  their  profperity,  compared  with  the  trials  and 
fu&rings  of  good  mei),  appears  to  have  been  in  every  age 
a  Iburce  of  temptation  to  the  children  of  God. 

We  mud  therefore  underftand  the  apoftle,  as  fpeaking 
of  the  eternal  (late,  both  of  the  righteous  and  the  wicked, 
in  the  correfpondent  parts  of  this  p'd(rage.  What  then  ia 
the  meaning  of  the  righteous  being  fcarcely  faved  ?  It 
cannot  mean  that  there  is  any  defed  or  ftraitnefs  in  the 
mercy  of  Qod.  The  invitation  to  fmners  in  the  gofpel, 
isnoc  only  urgent,  but  full,  free,  and  infinitely  gracious* 
It  cannot  mean  that  there  is  any  defe£t  in  the  mind  or 
power  of  our  liedeemer,  as  if  the  fecurity  of  thofe  who 
put  their  truft  in  him  were  to  be  doubted,  or  their  viftory 
over  all  the  enemies  of  their  falvation  were  uncertain^ 
To.  affix  any  fuch  meaning  to  the  words,  would  be  to  fet 
them  in  direft  oppofition  to  many  other  paffages  of  fcripr 
ture,  and  to  do  the  greateft  injury  to  the  divine  wifdom  and 
trudi.  In  order  therefore,  to  open  the  import  of  this  in- 
tereding  declaration,  you  may  obferve  the  following  things; 

|.  The  righteous  may  be  faid  to  be  fcarcely  faved,  be» 
caufe  all  are  juflly  liable  to  divine  vengeance,  and  it  is 
only  of  the  free  grace,  and  fovereign  mercy  of  Ood,  that 
any  are  faved.  This,  my  brethren,  is  a  truth  of  the  greats 
ell  moment,  repeated  in  almod  every  page  of  the  facred 
oracles,  but  which  none  c^n  either  underftand  or  approve, 
till  they  are  effectually  humbled  by  the  fpirit  of  God* 
It  is  however,  the  fum  and  fubftance  of  the  gofpel.  See 
in  what  terms  it  is  defcribed  by  the  apoftle  Paul,  £ph.  ii, 
4 — lo.  "  But  God,  who  is  rich  in  mercy,  for  his  great 
"  love  wherewith  he  loved  us,  even  when  we  were  dead 
J' in  Hn^y  hath  i^uickeqed  us  together  with  Chrift:  {bj 
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•^  grace  ye  are  fkvcd)  and  hath  raifed  us  up  together,  an4 
^  made  us  fit  together  in  heavenly  places  in  Chrift  Jefus, 
^  "Hiat  in  the  ages  to  come  he  might  (hew  the  exceeding 
^  riches  of  his  grace,  in  his  kindnefs  toward  us,  throagi) 
."  Ghrift  Jefos.  For  by  grace  are  ye  faved  through  feith; 
^*  and  that  not  of  yourfelves ;  it  is  the  gift  of  God  :  Not 
•*  of  works,  left  any  man  Ihould  boaft :  For  we  arc  hi» 
^  workmanftiip,  created  in  Chrift  Jefus  unto  good  works/ 
«*  which  God  hath  before  ordained  that  we  fhould  walk  in 
^  them.*'  There  is  not  a  believer  on  earth,  nor  a  feint 
in  heaven,  but  who  is  ready  to  acknowledge,  that  he  wa^ 
by  nature  an  enemy  to  God  in  his  mind  by  wicked  worksf 
that  he  had  highly  provoked  him,  and  that  if  God  ha4 
dealt  with  him  in  ftrifl  juftice,  he  would  have  been  fot 
ever  baniftied  from  his  prcfence  and  enjoyment.  Proba- 
bly many  will  recolleft  the  time  of  their  ignorance  and 
fccurity,  and  admire  the  patience  of  God  towards  them, 
and  fee  that  they  are  indeed  fcarcely  faved,  fince  they 
bave  been  brought  back  from  the  very  brink  of  de^ruftioHt 
If  any  malefaftor  had  been  arraigned,  judged  and  con- 
demned to  die,  and  after  apprehending  the  juft  punifh- 
ment  of  his  crime,  fliould  be  faved  by  an  a£t  of  royal 
clemency,  at  a  ftake  or  on  a  fcaffold,  would  he  not  con-? 
fider  himfelf  as  fcarcely  faved.  But  this  is  no  more  thaq 
a  juft  image  of  the  ftate  and  views  of  a  pardoned  fmner, 
and  what  will  continue  to  be  the  views  of  thofe  who  have 
entered  into  reft.  They  are  clothed  with  white  robes,  a^ 
an  emblem,  not  of  innocence,  but  abfolution,  aqd  the 
fong  of  praife  which  they  fmg,  intimates  the  condition 
from  which  they  were  brought.  Rev.  v.  9.  "  Thou  art 
♦*  worthy  to  take  the  book,  and  to  open  the  feals  thereof: 
**  for  thou  waft  flain,  and  haft  redeemed  us  to  God  by  thy 
**  blood,  out  of  every  kindred,  and  tongue,  and  people, 
*^  and  nation  ;'*  verfe  12.  *'  Worthy  is  the  lamb  that  was 
"  flain,  to  receive  power,  and  riche5>  and  vvifdom,  an4 
**  ftrength,  and  honor,  and  glory,  and  bleffing.^* 

This  leads  me  to  obferve,  that  as  their  falvation  is  of 
fbvereign  grace  in  the  Father's  love,  fo  it  was  purchafed 
by  the  moft  amazing  fufterings  of  their  Redeemer  in  their 
pom.     They  are  fcarcely  faved,  not  only  from  the  wan| 
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of  merit  in  themfelves,  but  from  the  infmite  expence  and 
^li  laid  out  by  him  for  their  redemption.  Such  was  the 
evil  of  fin,  and  fo  deplorable  the  ftate  of  the  fmner,  that 
the  wifdom,  truth,  and  hclinefs  of  God,  feemed  all  to  de^ 
roand  his  perdition.  The  whole  creation  could  not  fur- 
ni(h  a  fufBcicnt  ranfom ;  for  the  redempdon  of  the  fout 
was  precious,  and  it  ceafed  forever.  Then  the  eternal 
Son  of  God,  clothed  with  infinite  mercy,  and  conveyed 
in  foyereign  power,  prefented  himfelf  as  our  Redeemer, 
&ying,  *•  Lo,  I  come,"  &c.  Oh,  amazing  truth  !  Oh,  un- 
fearchable  fubjcft !  Juftly  may  we  fay,  that  the  righteous 
fiercely  are  faved,  fince  it  required  fo  coftly  an  expiation^ 
Let  us  remember  in  faith,  what  our  Saviour  endured  itt 
the  garden  and  on  the  crofs,  before  he  could  fay  it  was 
finilhed  j  and  we  iliall  be  conilrained  to  confefs  that  it 
was  no  eafy  undertaking  to  redeem  thofe  fouls  that  were 
forfeited  to  divine  judice. 

To  conclude  this  particular^  the  righteous  arc  fcarcely 
iaved,  becaufe  the  application  of  this  redemption  to  their 
fouls,  and  their  being  brought  to  an  unfeigned  acceptance 
of  it,  required  the  almighty  power  and  energy  of  the  fpirit 
of  grace.  This  alfo  is  a  part  of  that  revealed  truth,  which? 
the  natural  man  hears  with  relu£tance,  and  cannot  re^ 
eeive.  Yet  it  is  not  only  plainly  taught  ih^fcripture, 
but  daily  ratified  in  experience.  John  i.  13.  "  Which 
^  were  bom  not  of  blood,  nor  of  the  will  of  the  flefh,  nor 
**  of  the  will  of  man,  but  of  God.*'  Without  the  power 
of  the  holy  Ghoft,  the  gofpel  may  be  preached  to  finncrs 
from  day  to  day,  and  from  year  to  year,  and  yet  they  fliall 
continue  in  their  natural  and  miferable  Hate. 

It  is  the  work  of  the  fpirit  to  open  the  blinded  under- 
fianding,  to  awaken  the  fecure  and  dozing  confcience, 
and  to  bend  the  ftubborn  will  to  the  obedience  of  the  gof- 
pel. We  are  alfo  plainly  given  to  underftand,  that  if  a 
ihiner  long  refifis  the  motions  of  the  Spirit,  the  confe- 
quence,  in  the  economy  of  providence,  is  frequently  that 
this  divine  agent  departs  from  him,  andceafes  any  longer 
to  drive  with  him.  Every  fuch  perfon  is  left  to  himfelf, 
given  up  to  the  dominion  of  his  lulls,  and  the  enflaving 
power  of  habit ;  and  lo  fills  up  the  meafure  of  his  iniqui- 
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ties,  till  he  is  ripe  for  final  judgment  and  de(!ru£tion^ 
Let  us  feverally  cotifider,  that  if  fueh  proviiion  was  made 
by  an  all-ivifc  God,  for  the  recovery  of  fuch  of  his  crea- 
tures as  had  fallen  by  their  inicfuity,  it  could  not  be  on- 
neceffary.  And  furely  the  whole  of  thefc  views  confpire  in 
opening  the  meaning  and  confirming  the  truth  of  What  we 
are  told  in  this  paflage^  that  the  riglueous  are  fcarcely  faved; 

2.  The  righteous  may  be  faid  to  be  fcarcely  filved,  be- 
caufe  their  number  is  bnt  very  fmall.  There  aft  fe*  that  bc 
faved  in  comparifon  of  thofe  that  perifh«  and  in  company 
fon  of  thofe  that  feek  and  pretend  to  hope  fof  falvation. 

This,  if  it  be  a  troth,  is  certainly  pregnant  with  meaTl< 
ing,  and  deeply  intereflihg.  I  know  there  are  fowic  wba 
have  no  great  love  to  any  thing  that  direfilly  tends  to  dift 
turb  the  repofe  of  a  drowfy  flothful  fpirit,  who  are  fond  of 
denying  or  calling  in  queftion  this  truth.  They  allcgjf 
that  our  Saviour  evaded  it  as  an  improper  queftion,  whert 
ipropofed  to  him  by  his  difciples.  Luke  xiii.  3^3.  **  Then 
**  faid  one  unto  htm,  Lord,  are  there  few  that  be  faved  V^ 
But  truly  I  cannot  fee  how  he  could  have  anfwered  it  mortf 
plainly,  or  indeed  more  properly,  than  in  the  following 
4vords,  •*  Strive  to  enter  in  at  the  ftrait  gate  5  for  many,  I 
*•  fa)'  unto  yoti,  will  feek  to  enter  in,  and  fhall  not  be  able.*^ 
l^.fpecially  if  we  compare  them  with  the  parallel  place  in 
Matth.  vii.  13.  **  Enter  ye  in  at  the  ftrait  gate :  for  wide 
•'  is  the  gate  and  broad  is  the  way  that  leadeth  to  deftruc- 
**  tion,  and  many  there  be  which  go  in  thereat." 

What  fhall  be  the  number  of  the  redeemed  at  laft,  ancJ 
what  proportion  it  (hall  bear  to  the  whole  race  of  Adam, 
before  the  end  of  this  ftate  of  things,  it  is  impoffible  for  U9 
to  know.  It  is  pleafant  to  indulge  the  hope  that  it  (hall  be 
yitry  great,  and  that  there  are  times  yet  to  come,  when  the 
proi'perity  of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom  fhall  bc  glorious, 
and  the  triumphs  of  his  grace  perhaps  univerfal.  Buf 
when  we  fpeak  of  the  number  of  fuch  as  fhall  be  faved, 
we  mull  fpeak  of  it  as  relating  to  thofe  whom  we  now  fee^ 
and  their  charafters  as  drawn  in  the  oracles  of  truth.  And 
furely  if  we  pay  the  leall  regard  to  the  marks  of  religion 
laid  down  in  fcripture,  we  muft  be  fenfible  what  multi- 
tudes  are  living  in  dircft  oppofition  to  them,  and  that  there 


Tie  Righteous  scarceJy  Saved ^  f^c  281 

^re  rnany,  who  though  they  arc  called  by  the  name  of 
Cbrift,  and[  maintain  fome  degree  of  outward  profeffion, 
yet  they  are  far  from  being  Chriftians  in  deed  and  in  truth. 
Matth.  vii.  21.  "  Not  every  one  that  faitli  unto  me,  Lord, 
^^  Lord,  ffaall  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaiven  :  but  he 
*'  that  doeth  the  will  of  my  Father  which  i.s  in  heaven." 

3.  When  the  apoflle  fays  that  the  righteous  ftarcely  are 
iaved^  it  may  mean  that  many  make  not  only  a  common 
but  an  eniinent  profeiGon  of  religion,  who  yet  ihall  be 
&und  finally  defeflive,  when  weighed  in  the  balance  of 
the  fanftuary.  It  may  mean,  that  not  only  the  ungodly 
and  openly  profane  finners  fhall  \>t  reje£ted,  but  that  all 
who  feem  to  be  righteous  fhall  not  be  found  fo  upon  triaL 
This  feems  to  lead  us  to  confider  che  difference  between 
the  charitable,  general,  and  uncertain  judgment  of  man, 
and  the  ftrift,  infallible,  and  decifive  judgment  of  God. 
This  is  beautifully  reprefented  by  our  Saviour,  in  the  para- 
ble of  the  tares  of  the  field,  Matth.  xili.  24,  arid  onwards; 
but  you  may  particularly  fee  what  is  faid  from  the  28th 
verfe,  "  The  fervants  faid  unto  him,  wilt  thou  then  that 
•*  we  go  and  gather  them  up?  But  he  faid,  nay,  left  while 
**  ye  gather  up  the  tares,  ye  root  up  alfo  the  wheat  with 
**  them.  Let  both  grow  together  until  the  harveft ;  and 
*•  in  the  time  of  harveft  I  will  fay  to  the  reapers,  gather 
•*  ye  together  firft  the  tares,  and  bind  them  in  bundles  to 
•«  burn  them:  but  gather  the  wheat  into  my  barn." 

There  is  a  circumftance  to  be  particularly  attended  to 
hei*e,  that  not  only  fliall  many  deceive  theii-  fellow  crea- 
tures by  a  falfe  profefEon,  but  not  a  few  Ihall  more  effedtu- 
ally  and  more  fatally  deceive  themfelves,  faying  they  Ihall 
have  peace  though  they  walk  after  the  imagination  of  their 
own  hearts.  There  are  many  exhortations  in  fcripture,  to 
guard  againft  deceiving  ourfelves ;  of  which  I  (hall  only 
mention  one,  Gal.  iv.  7.  "  Be  not  deceived;  God  is  not 
**  mocked :  for  whatfoever  a  man  foweth,  that  Ihall  he 
"  alfo  reap.'^  If  our  Saviour  found  it  neceffary  to  fay  to 
the  twelve  whom  he  had  chofen,  '*  Ye  know  not  what 
**  manner  of  fpirit  ye  are  of;"  much  more  may  the  fame 
thing  be  faid  to  numbers  of  profeffmg  Chriftians  in  thefe 
laft  days.    There  arc  many  fins  that  may  adhere  to  a  reli- 
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gious  profeilion,  or  be  covered  with  a  facred  veil,  whtcti 
yet  are  inconfident  with  true  religion.  See  whit  the 
apoftle  Paul  fays,  i  Cor.  xiiL  !•  "  Though  1  fpeak  with 
^'  the  tongues  of  men  and  of  angdls,  and  have  not  charity, 
*'  I  am  become  as  founding  brafs,  or  a  tinkling  cymbal/' 
And  the  apoflle  James  i.  26.  ^^  If  any  man  among  you 
^^  feem  to  be  religious,  and  bridleth  not  his  tongue,  but 
**  deceiveth  his  own  heart,  this  man's  religion  is  vain." 
It  is  an  awful  defcription  given  us  by  our  Saviour,  Matth. 
vii.  22.  **  Many  will  fay  to  me  in  that  day.  Lord,  Lord, 
•*  have  we  not  prophefied  in  thy  name  ?  And  in  thy 
'^  name  have  cad  out  devils  ?  And  in  thy  name  done 
**  many  wonderful  works  ?  And  then  will  I  profefs  unto 
**  them,  I  never  knew  you:  depart  from  me,  ye  that  work 
•*  iniquity." 

I  fhall  only  add  one  evidence,  with  which  experienee 
furniflies  us,  that  even  in  an  eminent  profeifion  there  may 
be  at  bottom  no  fincerity.  There  never  was  a  time  of 
trial  in  the  church  by  pcrfecution,  but  there  were  feveral 
of  the  mod  eminent  in  ftation,  gifts  and  profeffion,  who 
were  guilty  of  apofiacy ;  a  fure  evidence  that  they  were 
not  found  in  the  faith,  and  a  great  lelTon  of  humiliation 
and  caution  to  us.  True  religion  bears  all  trials,  and  it 
is  only  he  that  endureth  to  the  end  that  Ihall  be  favedb 
It  is  highly  probable,  that  the  apoille  had  this  very  thing 
rn  view,  in  the  paffage  where  my  text  lies  ;  for  in  the 
preceding  verfe,  he  had  been  animating  them  to  fufTer  as 
Chrillians,  and  concludes  in  the  following  verfe  thus, 
"  Wherefore  let  them  that  fufTer,  according  to  the  will  of 
"  God,  commit  the  keeping  of  their  fouls  to  him  in  welU 
"  doing  ai  unto  a  faithful  Creator.'* 

4.  In  the  lall  place  the  righteous  are  fcarcely  faved,  be*. 
caufe  thofe  who  are  faved,  fhall  be  faved  with  much  diffi- 
cuity*^  That  is  lo  fay,  it  will  require  the  utmoll  exertion 
of  their  care  and  vigilanee.  They  may  expeft  a  conti- 
iiualj  confliO:  with  temptations  and  trials  from  without, 
and  the  llirrings  of  corruptions  from  within.  There  i»' 
nothing  more  contrary  to  the  fcripture  view  of  our  chrifli- 
an  courfc,  than  to  fuppofc  it  a  Hate  of  unmoleOed  quiet, 
fccuiFity  and  indulgence.    It  is  reprefcnted  to  us  by  every 
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image  that  carries  in  it  the  idea  of  oppofition«  activity  and 
vigilance.  It  is  drivings  Matth.  vii.  13*  ''Enter  ye  in  at 
^  the  ftraighc  gate  :  for  wide  is  the  gate,  and  broad  is  the 
*'  way,  that  leadeth  to  deftrudion,  and  many  there  be 
^  which  go  in  thereat :"  It  is  contending  in  a  race,  Heb. 
xii.  1.  /*  Wherefore,  feeing  we  aho  are  compaffed  about 
''  with  fo  great  a  cloud  of  witnefles,  let  us  lay  afide  every 
^'  weight,  and  the  fin  which  doth  fo  eafily  be&t  vs,  and 
*•  let  us  run  with  patience  the  race  that  is  fet  before  us.*' 
Il  is  fighting,  I  Tim.  vi.  12.  *'Fight  the  good  fight  of 
**  faith,"  and  it  is  reprefented  as  inceflant  labor,  Phil.  ii. 
x%.  "  Work  out  your  own  falvation  with  fear  and  trem- 
^  Wing." 

Indeed  when  we  confider  from  what,  and  how  many 
quarters,  we  muft  expefl  oppofition/this  truth  will  appear 
with  the  fulled  evidence.  Confider  Che  implacable  hatred 
rf  the  greaf  ad verfary,  the  reproach  and  injuries  of  wicked 
men,  their  dill  more  pernicious  example  and  foUcitation^ 
the  allurements  of  fhe  world,  in  this  fenfible  date,  and  the 
treachery  and  deceitfulnefs  of  our  own  hearts.  Of  the 
great  danger  of  all  thefe  we  have  the  greated  r^afon  to  be 
convinced  from  the  confeiEon  and  tedimony  of  thofe  who 
have  gone  before  us ;  yet  over  them  all  the  believer  muft 
jObtain  the  vi&ory,  and  (hall  obtain  it  in  his  Redeemer's 
firength.  i  John  v.  4.  "  For  whatfoever  is  born  of  God 
**  overcometh  the  world:  and  this  is  the  viftory  that  over-. 
"  comefh  the  world,  even  our  faith." 

There  is  nothing  here  faid  contrary  to  what  the  fcrip- 
tare  informs  us,  of  the  peace  and  confolation  that  attends 
the  practice  of  true  religion.  It  is  not  faid  to  difcourage 
the  believer ;  but  to  put  him  on  his  guard,  and  to  warq 
i}im  not  to  midake  the  nature  and  foundation  of  that  peace 
he  is  entitled  to  expefl.  It  does  not  confid  in  a  negleft 
of  his  enerriies,  far  lefs  in  a  confederacy  with,  or  fubje6li» 
on  to  them,  but  in  the  affured  profpeft,  and  growing  evi, 
dence  of  his  viftory  over  them.  Further,  the  inward  con- 
folation of  a  Chridian  does  not  confid  in  thinking  light  of 
Cn,  by  excufing  it,  or  judifying  himfelf  by  denying  it;  but 
in  unfeigned  felf-denial,  a  willingnefs  to  fee  the  evil  of 
fin,  an4  taking  (hame  to  himfelf  by  confe(&ng  it,  together 
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with  evangelical  views  cf  divine  mercy  in  the  pardon  of 
it,  and  the  promifed  ftrength  of  divine  grace  to  enable 
him  to  refift  and  fubdue  it. 

II.  I  proceed  now  to  the  fecond  thing  propofed,  which 
was  to  confider  the  inference  drawn  in  the  laft  part  of  die 
verfe,  "  where  Ihall  the  ungodly  and  the  finner  appear  ?*' 
I  need  fcarcely  tell  you,  that  the  form  of  a  queftion  ufed 
here,  is  a  very  common  figure  of  fpeech  to'  fignify  their 
(dreadful  fituation.  This  juft  but  very  awful  inference^  is 
intended  for  the  terror  of  thofe  who  live  in  open  ungodli- 
nefs,  and  avowed  contempt  of  divine  mercy.  Perhaps  it 
may  be  proper  from  the  context,  to  confider  a  little  the 
time  when  the  wicked  (hall  be  expofed  to  this  terrible 
danger:  and  then  the  import  of  the  threatening  itfelf.  As 
to  the  time  when  the  difference  is  to  appear,  it  may  be, 

1.  In  a  time  of  public  calamity,  or  any  remarkable  vi- 
iitation  of  divine  feverity.  Such  a  time  is  defcribed,  Luke 
xxi.  25,  26.  "  There  (hall  be  upon  the  earth  diftrefs  of 
.^'  nations,  with  perplexity;  the'  fea  and  the  waves  roar- 
V  ing;  men's  hearts  failing  them  for  fear,  and  for  looking 
**  after  thofe  things  which  are  coming  on  the  earth ;  for 
"  the  powers  of  heaven  fhall  be  fliaken."  Then  the  con- 
fciehce  of  the  mofl:  obdurate  is  fometimes  alarmed.  I  am 
fenfible,  and  I  have  formerly  hinted,  that  good  men  have 
no  charter  of  exemption  from  outward  fufferings.  But  in 
thefe  times  of  general  trial,  the  difference  between  them 
and  otiiers  is  very  great.  They  have  an  anchor  of  hope 
in  the  favor  of  a  reconciled,  and  in  the  wifdom  and  provi- 
dence of  an  omnipotent  God.  But  the  profane  and  un- 
godly, terrified  by  the  reproaches  of  a  guilty  confcience, 
are  made  to  tremble,  through  fear  of  the  execution  of  de- 
ferved  judgment. 

2.  In  a  time  of  perfpnal  diftrefs,  and  apparent  danger 
of  death.  This  important  change  is  no  light  matter,  even 
to  die  beft.  They  have  often  ho  fmall  dep^ree  of  folicitude 
and  fear,  as  to  the  manner  of  going  through  this  laft  and 
decifive  conflict.  But  how  much  more  fearful  an  afpeft 
imuft  the  king  oF  terrors  wear,  to  the  impenitent  finner? 
when  the  charm  is  diffolved,  and  all  his  finful  pleafures 
iire  turned  into  wormwood  and  gall ;  when  he  fees  he 
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muft  bid  an  eternal  forewell  to  eveiy  fenfual  delight,  en- 
ter  into  a  world  of  fpirits,  and  appear  in  the  prefence  of 
God.     But, 

3.  Both  thefe  are  only  preparatory  to  the  day  of  judg- 
ment, "  For  we  muft  all  appear  before  the  judgment-feat 
"  of  Chrift."  Then  his  people  (hall  lift  up  their  heads  with 
joy,  for  the  day  of  their  redemption  has  arrived.  But 
with  what  inexpreflible  confufion  fhall  the  wicked  then 
be  covered  ?  In  vain  Ihall  they  call  upon  the  mountains 
and. hills  to  cover  them  from  the  wrath  of  the  Lamb, 
Now  they  affront  his  perfon,  oppofe  his  reign,  refift  his 
fpirit,  and  fcom  his  fervants.  But  where  fliall  they  ap- 
pear, and  what  will  they  do,  when  the  **  Lord  Jefus  (hall 
^  be  revealed  from  heaven  in  flaming  (ire,  taking  ven- 
^  geance  on  them  that  know  not  God,  and  obey  not  the 
."gofpel?" 

This  leads  me  more  particularly  to  confider  the  import 
pf  the  inference  in  the  text,  "  If  the  righteous  fcarcely  be 
**  faved,  where  (hall  the  ungodly  and  the  finner  appear  ?** 
And  I  think  it  plainly  carries  in  it  three  things,  that  from 
the  holinefs  and  feverity  of  God,  and  the  righteous  fcarcely 
being  faved,  we  may  learn  the  certainty,  the  greatnefs^ 
and  the  juftice  of  the  punifhment  of  impenitent  fmners* 

I.  The  certainty  of  it.  That  as  the  threatenings  are 
awful,  the  execution  (hall  be  inevitable.  Men  are  ex- 
ceedingly prone,  from  partiality  to  thcmfelves,  and  from 
the  fuggeftions  of  the  father  of  lies,  to  di(believe  the 
threatenings  as  well  as  the  promifes  of  God.  This  was  a 
jjreat  part  of  the  temptation  to  the  commiflion  of  the  (irft 
fin.  Gen.  iii.  4.  "  And  the  fcrpent  faid  unto  the  woman, 
.**  ye  fliall  not  furely  die."  And  the  credit  that  was  given 
to  it  at  that  time,  has  been  continued  by  iinners  in  every 
fubfequent  age.  They  are  ready  to  prefume  upon  the 
general  goodacfs  of  God,  and  to  flatter  themfelves  that 
his  threatenings  (hall  be  either  wholly  remitted  or  greatly 
^bated.  We  find  that  fome  men  of  corrupt  minds  have 
even  fet  themfelves  to  reafon  againft  the  rigor  of  the  fcrip- 
(ure  denunciations  againft  fin,  and  the  eternal  pu|ii(h- 
mcnt  of  fmners. 
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But  how  fatal  the  delufion  ?  The  truth  of  God  is  an 
infeparable  bar  to  this  deceitful  expeftation.  If.  iii.  19, 
XI.  >*  Say  ye  to  the  righteous,  that  it  fhall  be  well  witV 
•«  him ;  for  they  fliall  eat  the  fruit  of  their  4oings,  Wo? 
<*  nnto  the  wicked !  it  fhall  be  ill  with  him  ;  for  the  re- 
•*  ware!  of  hi^  hands  fhall  be  given  him.**  Pf,  1.  21,  22, 
^^  Thefe  things  haft  thou  done,  and  I  kept  filence :  thoa 
^^  thoughteft  that  I  was  altogether  fuch  an  one  as  thyfelf ; 
•*  but  I  will  reprove  thee,  and  fet  them  in  order  before 
^*  thine  eyes.  Now  confider  this,  ye  that  forget  God,  left 
•**  I  tear  you  in  pieces,  and  there  be  none  to  deliver.**  Nay, 
pot  only  is  this  aflerted  in  the  word  of  God,  but  the  whole 
procedure  of  divine  Providence  fcrves  to  confirm  it.  If 
the  falvation  of  the  rightjcous  is  with  difficulty  obtained; 
if  their  redemption  is  fo  dearly  purchafed  ;  if  Qirift  muft 
bleed  before  they  can  be  fprgiven  ;  how  (hall  the  ungodly 
be  able  to  (land  in  the  judgment !  If  even  the  f^ryants  of 
God  muft  be  expofed  to  fo  many  fufierings  in  the  day  of 
trial,  what  muft  be  the  condition  of  his  enemies  in  the 
day  of  retribution  ?  If  even  the  fins  of  the  holy  muft  be 
vifited,  how  fhall  the  crimes  of  the  impenitent  pafs  unpur 
nifhed  ?  This  is  plainly  one  part  of  the  truth  contained 
in  this  pafJTage ;  and  whoever  will  deliberately  confider 
the  uniform  tenor  of  the  holy  fcriptures,  and  compare  it 
with  the  difpenfations  of  divine  Providence,  will  have 
reafon  to  tremble  at  the  dreadful  Hate  of  incorrigible  fin- 
ners,  and  to  fay  with  the  apoflle  Paul,  Heb.  xii.  25.  "  See 
V  that  ye  refufe  not  him  that  fpeaketh.  For  if  they  cfr 
^*  caped  not  who  refufed  him  that  fpake  on  earth,  much 
*'  more  fhall  not  we  efcape,  if  we  turn  away  from  him 
**  that  fpeaketh  from  heaven.** 

2.  The  expreflion  in  the  text  implies  the  greatnefs  of 
the  punifhment  of  finners.  It  is  indeed,  my  brethren, 
every  where  reprefented  in  fcripture  in  fgch  terms,  a^ 
ferve  to  convey  to  us  the  mod  dreadful  apprelienfions  of 
its  weight,  as  well  as  the  deepeft  conviftion  ol  its  certainty. 
It  is  reprefented  as;  the  blacknefs  pf  darknefs  forever,  and 
as  a  worm  that  fhall  never  die.  But  the  image  moft  comr 
monly  ufed  is  fire,  which  is  the  moft  terrible  to  fenfe,  of 
all  the  elements  wc  have  any  knowledge  of.     It  is  a  lake 
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/' 
hal  bums  with  fire  and  brimftone  for  evermore.  With- 
mt  entering  at  all  into  the  queftion,  bow  mdch  \%  literal, 
lod  how  much  figurative  in  thefe  images,  the  jufi  conclu- 
fion  front  them  is,  that  thofe  who  fhall  be  the  final  mo- 
[loments  of  divine  vengeance,  fliall  be  in  a  flate  forrowful 
and  comfortlefs  as  darknefs,  painful  as  t  gnawing  worm^ 
and  dreadful  as  fire. 

This  is  alfo  manifeftly  founded  on  the  reflexion  in  thtf 
text,  **  if  the  righteous  are  fcarcely  faved :''  if  they  fuffer 
fo  much  at  prefent  by  divine  permiflion ;  if  they  fuffer  fo 
much  by  the  perfecution  of  the  ungodly,  what  a  load  of 
vengeance  awaits  the  wicked  in  the  day  of  reckoning, 
when  be  will  recompenfe  tribulation  to  the  troublers  of  hia 
cbo&n  ?  If  there  is  fo  much  holy  feverity  neceflary  on  ac« 
count  of  fin  even  in  the  prefent  life,  which  is  the  time  of 
divine  forbearance,  even  towards  the  children  of  God, 
who  are  the  obje£ts  of  his  everlading  love,  what  fhall  be 
the  (late  of  thofe  who  have  out-finned  the  feafon  of  his  grace, 
and  forfeited  all  title  to  his  mercy,  on  whom  he  intends  at 
once  to  glorify  his  juftice,  and  to  magnify  his  power^ 
Hear  the  words  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  a  ThefF.  i.  9.  "  Who 
'^  fliall  be  punifhed  with  everlading  deftru£tion  from  the 
•*  prefence  of  the  Lord,  and  from  the  glory  of  his  power," 

3.  The  expreffion  in  the  text,  implies  the  juftice  of  the 
punifhment  of  fmners.  This  is  a  circumftance  always 
to  be  taken  in,  for  at  the  lad  day  he  fhall  judge  the  world 
in  righteoufnefs  by  that  man,  whom  be  hath  ordained. 
He  fhall  judge  the  world  in  righteoufnefs  and  the  people 
with  his  truth.  This  is  a  circumflance  not  only  for  the 
illuftration  of  the  glory  of  God,  but  for  the  manifeftation 
of  the  prefent  truth.  If  the  punifhment  of  finners  were  not 
jufl,  it  could  not  be  great ;  if  it  were  not  known  and  felt 
by  themfelves  to  be  juft,  it  would  not  be  intolerable. 
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SERMON  34. 


Matthew  xi.  36. 
Por  my  yoke  is  easy^  and  my  burden  is  light. 

A  CLEAR  view  of  aivine  truth  is  of  the  iitmoft  md- 
r\^  ment,  both  to  the  holinefs  and  comfort  of  the  chil- 
Urea  of  God.  They  are  fanClified  by  the  truth.  It  is  no 
Icfs  neceflary,  by  manifeftation  of  the  truth,  to  turrt 
iinners  from  the  error  of  their  ways ;  for  the  word  of  God 
is  quick  and  powerful.  While  we  keep  thefe  things  iri 
View,  we  ought  alfo  to  remember,  that  the  truths  of  God 
are  injured,  not  only  by  oppofitidn,  but  perverfibn.  We 
are  afiured  that  thofe  who  are  unlearned  and  unftabl^, 
wreft  this  good  word  of  God  to  their  owri  deftruClion.  If 
this  is  the  cafe,  it  follows  naturally,  that  as  the  bait  is 
mod  dangerous,  when  the  hook  is  mod  effeftually  conceal- 
ed ;  fo  falfhood  will  be  mod  apt  to  infmuate  itfclf,  when 
it  wears  the  habit,  and  has  the  greated  refemblante  to 
real  truth. 

The  reafon  of  niy  ufing  this  intrbdudlion  to  what  fhall 
be  offered  on  the  text  now  read,  is,  that  it  is  one  of  the 
paffages  mod  frequently,  and  mod  artfully  perverted,  or 
mod  unhappily  mifapplied.  It  contains  a  mod  important 
and  falutary  truth,  if  taken  in  its  proper  meaning,  and 
according  to  the  analogy  of  faith.     But  as  it  is  wredtd  and 
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perverted  by  men  of  corrupt  minds,  it  is  often  made  to. 
convey  a  ftupifying  and  dfingerous  poifon.  What  more 
important,  than  to  deflroy  the  unjuft  accufations  of  the 
father  of  lies,  as  if  religion  were  a  heavy  and  infuppcnta* 
ble  burden  ?  But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  the  fame  thing  is 
made  ufe  of  to  few  pillows  for  all  armholes,  and  fing  the 
Cnner  afleep  in  fecurity,  it  is  equally  deftruftive.  There- 
fore, in  difcourfmg  of  this  fubje£l,  through  the  afliftance 
of  divine  grace^  I  will  endeavor, 

I.  To  (how  you  what  you  are  not  to  fuppofe,  implied 
in  this  declaration  of  our  Lord,  ^^  My  yoke  is  eafy,  and 
"  my  burden  light." 
•   11.  What  is  its  true  and  proper  meaning,  and 

III.  In  the  lad  place,  to  apply  the  fubje£l. 

Fir  ft,  then,  I  am  to  fliow  you  what  you  are  not  to  fop^ 
pofe  implied  in  this  declaration  of  our  Lord,  •*  My  yoke  is 
**  eafy,  and  my  burden  light.'*  On  this,  I  bcfeech  you 
to  attend  to  the  following  obfervations. 

I.  When  our  Saviour  fays,  **  My  yoke  is  eafy,  and 
•*  my  burden  light,"  you  are  not  to  fuppofe  that  be  has 
narrowed  the  extent,  or  weakened  the  obligation  of  the 
law  of  God.  There  are  fome  who  fpeak  in  fueh  terms, 
as  if  they  thought  that  Chrift  had  granted  fome  Kcenfe  and 
indulgence  to  human  corruption :  that  he  had  abated  the 
feverity  of  the  law,  and  would  not  be  fo  highly  offended 
by  the  tranfgreffion  of  it.  Becaufe  we  are  taught  that  he 
hath  redeemed  us  from  the  curfe  of  the  law,  or  the  rigor  of 
its  fanttion  as  a  covenant  of  works,  they  fpeak  as  if  they 
thought,  or  at  leaft  fo  as  to  lead  others  to  think,  that  he 
hath  made  void  the  obligation  of  it  as  a  rule  of  duty.  Bui 
the  law  of  God  is  perfeft,  eternal,  and  unchangeable.  It  is 
a  tranfcript  of  his  own  nature,  which  he  will  not,  or  which, 
I  fpeak  it  with  reverence,  he  cannot  difpenfe  with.  The 
fcripture  exprefsly  fays»  that  he  cannot  deny  himfelf. 

Now  our  bleffed  Lord  himfelf  has  told  us  upon  this  fub- 
jeft,  Matth.  V.  17,  18.  '"  Think  not  that  I  am  come  to  de- 
•*  (Iroy  the  law  or  the  prophets  :  I  am  not  come  to  deftroy^ 
"  but  to  fulfil.  For  verily  I  fay  unto  you,  till  heaven 
^  and  earth  pafs,  one  jot  or  one  title  fhall  in  no  wife 
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•*  pafs  from  the  law,  till  all  be  fulfilled."  Agreeably  to  this, 
he  hath  been  fo  far  from  narrowing  the  extent  of  the  law* 
that  he  hatli  afferted  its  honor,  vindicated  it  from  the  falfe 
glofles  and  loofe  interpretation  of  the  Scribes  and  Phari- 
fises  ;  and  pointed  out  its  fpirituality  and  influence  upoq 
the  confcience  and  heart.  See  feveral  inflances  of  this  in 
the  above  cited  chapter,  particularly  verfes  21,  22,  and 
27,  28,  "  Ye  have  heard  that  it  was  faid  by  them  of  old 
•*  time.  Thou  fhalt  not  kill :  and,  whofoever  Ihall  kill, 
**  Ihall  be  in  danger  of  the  judgment:  But  I  fay  unto  you, 
"  that  whofoever  is  angry  with  his  brother  without  a  casfc, 
•*  (hall  be  in  danger  of  the  judgment;  and  whofoever  ihall 
**  fay  to  his  brother,  Raca,  ftiall  be  in  danger  of  the  coun« 
^*  oil :  but  whofoever  fhall  fay,  thou  fool,  fliall  be  in  dan- 
**  ger  of  hell-fire.  Ye  have  heard  that  it  was  faid  by  then^ 
**  of  old  time.  Thou  fhalt  not  commit  adultery :  but  I  fay 
**  unto  you,  that  whofoever  looketh  on  a  woman  to  lull 
**  after  her,  hath  committed  adultery  with  her  already  in 
**  his  heart.'*  How  diftant  is  this  from  relaxation,  or 
from  modifying  and  accommodating  the  law  to  the  cor^ 
ruptions  of  men  !  And  as  to  the  obligation  of  the  law,  no* 
thing  is  more  clear,  than  that  our  Saviour  has  not  takea 
from*  but  added  to  it  in  many  ways.  He  has  added  to  it 
by  the  clearnefs  of  the  difcovery  which  he  hath  made  of  the 
divine  nature  and  will ;  by  the  mod  glorious  difplay  of 
divine  mercy  through  him  ;  and  as  a  juft  and  neccffary 
confequence,  by  the  awful  threatenings  which  he  hath  dc* 
nounced  againft  thofe  who  fhall  continue  to  defpife  the 
grace  of  the  gofpel.  Hebrews  ii.  2,  3.  "For  if  the  word 
*'  fpoken  by  angels  was  fledfaft,  and  every  tranfgreflion 
•<  and  difobcdience  received  a  juft  recompence  of  reward ; 
"  how  fhall  we  efcape  if  we  negleft  fo  great  falvation^ 
•*  which  at  the  firft  began  to  be  fpoken  by  the  Lord,  and 
**  was  confirmed  unto  us  by  them  that  heard  him  ?"  And 
the  fame  cpiftle,  ch.  x.  verfes  26,  27,  28,  29,  "For  if  we 
**  fin  wilfully  after  that  we  have  received  the  knowledge 
*♦  of  the  truth,  there  remaineth  no  more  facrifice  for  fins, 
*♦  but  a  certain  fearful  looking  for  of  judgment  and  fiery 
^  indignation,  which  fliall  devour  the  adverfaries.  He 
^  that  d^fpifcd  Mofes*  law,  died  without  mercy  under  two 
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•*  or  three  witnefles:  of  how  muchforer  punifhment,  ftjp, 

**  pofe  ye,  fliall  he  be  thought  worthy,  who  hath  trodden 

**  under  foot  the  Son  of  God,  and  hath  counted  the  blood 

*•  of  the  covenant,  wherewith  he  was  fanftlfied  z^n  unholy 

"  thing,  and  hath  done  defpite  unto  the  Spirit  of  grace  ?*• 

2.  When  our  Saviour  foys,  "  my  yoke  is  eafy/and 

"  my  burden  is  light,"  you  are  not  to  fuppqfe  he  means  to 

fay  that  real,  and  acceptable  obedience  to  the  lav  of  God, 

is  an  eafy  thing  to  men,  as  they  arc  in  thenifelves,  or  in  ai 

fipfuland  unrenewed  ftate.     Oh,  fay  fome,  the  gofpel  is 

a  humane  and  gentle  difpenfation,  the  fame  does  not  bear 

Jiard  upon  human  weaknefs.     If  we  (hould  make  him  to 

fay  this,  my  brethren,  we  fhpuld  make  him  to  fpeak  in 

direft  oppofition  to  many  other  parages  of  fcripture,  as 

well  as  to  daily  experience,  and  the  nature  and  reafon  o^ 

the  thing.     Men  may  if  they  pleafe,  create  to  themfelvcs 

an  image  of  religion,  that  fhall  be  quite  gentle  and  pliant,' 

that  (liall  have  nothipg  in  it  offenfive  to  corrupt  nature,  or 

at  any  time  oppofed  to  the  manners  of  fafhionable  life;  but 

notliing  can  be  more  dillant  from  New-Teftament  truthi 

There  we  are  told  that,  Rom.  viii.  7,  8,  "  Becaufe  the 

•*  carnal  mind  is  enmity  againft  God;  for  it  is  not  fubjeft 

**  to  the  law  of  God,  neither  indeed  can  be.    So  then  they 

"  that  are  in  the  flefh,  cannot  picafe  God.'*     There  we 

are  told,  that  men  are  by  natufe  dead  in  trefpaffes  and 

/ins,  that  their  recovery  is  the  work  of  omnipotence,  even 

the  mighty  power  ofGod^  and  that  none  can  bring  a  clean 

thing  out  of  an  unclean,  but  God  alone.    But  why  fliould 

we  multiply  paflages  of  fcripture  to  this  purpofe,  when 

it  is  manifeft  from  the  nature  of  the  thing  arid  daily  ex- 

perience?     if  it  were  eafy  inthisfenfe  to  put  on  Chrift's 

yoke,  it  would  alfb  be  common.     Is  not  the  prevalence 

of  wickednefs  a  proof  to  the  contrary  ?    Can  any  thing  be 

more  oppofite  than  fin  and  hollnefs  ?"    None.     Not  even 

light  anddarknefs.  Can  any  main  then  ferve  two  mailers? 

Ts  it  an  eafy  thing  to  love  fin,  and  praftife  holinefs  ?    Do 

we  fee  it  is  fo  in  any  inftance  ?  Do  we  reckon  it  is  eafy  for 

the  drunkard  to  deny  his  appetite,  when  he  fees  the  liquor 

giving  its  colour  in  the  cup,  and  moving  itfelf  aright  ? 

Is  it  eafy  for  the  malicious  perfon  to  govern  his  tongue,  or 
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the  coTetous  man  to  open  his  heart  ?  The  truth  is,  it  is  a 
dire£t  contradi£tion,  for  the  law  of  the  Lord  fearciies,  and 
chiefly  requires  the  obedience  of  the  heart ;  and  therefore 
to  fuppofe,  or  imagine  that  the  generality  of  men,  who 
are  under  the  clominion  of  fin,  may  notwithdanding  keep 
the  commandments  of  God,  is  an  abfurdity  which  we 
would  not  be  guilty  of,  in  any  other  fubje£t.  Either,  fays 
our  Saviour,  "  make  the  tree  good  and  his  fruit  good  ;•* 
&c.  *^  Can  a  fountain  fend  out  at  the  fame  place,  fweet 
^*  water  and  bitter  ?" 

3.  When  our  Saviour  fays  "  my  yoke  is  eafy,  and  mjr 
^  Burden  is  light,"  you  are  not  to  fuppofc,  that  it  is  an  eafy 
tr  trifling  thing,  or  what  the  finner  may  do  at  any  time 
by  his  own  ftrength,  to  turn  from  fin  to  God.  Nothing 
ran  be  a  more  pernicious  or  a  more  fiupifying  dofe  to  a 
poor  carelefs  finner,  than  to  make  him  fuppofe  that  he 
inay  eafily  at  any  time  repent,  when  neceflity  (hall  urge 
him  to  it.  The  whole  fyftem  of  divine  truth  fiands  in 
diredl  oppofition  to  this  error.  There  our  condition  by 
nature  is  confidered  as  not  only  miferable,  but  heiplefs. 
It  is  divine  power  alone  that  can  efFeft  the  change,  John 
yi.  44.  "  No  man  can  come  to  me,  except  the  Father, 
**  which  hath  fent  me,  draw  him  :  and  I  will  raife  him 
•A  up  at  the  lalV  day."  Pfal.  ex.  3.  "  Thy  people  (hall  be 
.**  willing  in  the  day  of  thy  power."  The  greatnefs  of  the 
change  necelfary  to  falvation  demonfirates  the  fame  thing, 
John  iii.  3.  '*  Verily,  verily  I  fay  unto  thee,  except  a  man 
**  be  born  again,  he  cannot  fee  the  kingdom  of  God/* — 
The  multirudes  that  perifti  is  a  further  proof.  "Strive  to 
**  enter  in  at  the  llrait  gate,^'  &.c.  To  this  may  be  added 
t{»e  danger  of  delay,  and  the  hardening  power  of  habit  as 
frequently  mentioned  in  fcripture,  Eccles.  xii.  !«  "  Re- 
**  memb-r  now  thy  Creator,  in  the  days  of  thy  youth^ 
*'  while  the  evil  days  come  not,  nor  the  years  draw  nigh, 
**  when  ihou  flialt  lay,  I  have  no  pleafure  in  them.  Can 
"  the  Ethiopian  change  his  (kin,  or  the  Leopard  his  fpots? 
"  then  may  ye  alfo,  who  are  accufiomed  to  do  evil,  learn 
^*  to  do  well."  To  crown  the  whole,  there  are  infiances 
in  which  the  day  of  God's  patience,  and  forbearance  is 
elofed,  and  the  finners  eyes  fliall  not  be  oppned  pn  bif 
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danger,  Luke  xix.  41,  42.  ^<And  when  he  was  comt 
*^  near,  he  beheld  the  city,  and  wept  over  it,  Saying,  If 
*<  thou  hadd  known,  even  thou,  at  lead  in  this  thy  diay^ 
^^  the  things  which  belong  unto  thy  peace!  but  now  they 
•*  are  hid  from  thine  eyes.*'  2  Theff.  ii.  ii.  "  For  this 
^  caufe  God  (hall  fend  them  ftrong  deiufion,  that  they 
*'  Ihould  believe  a  He." 

4.  When  Chrift  fays,  **my  yoke  is  eafy,  and  my  burdeq 
**  is  light,"  we  are  not  to  fuppofe  that  even  the  children 
of  God  (hall  meet  with  no  difficulties  in  their  way.  It 
feems  to  be  the  midake  of  fome  perfons  to  think  that  fo 
foon  as  they  have  truly  embraced  the  gofpel,  and  obtained 
peace  with  Qod,  the  conflifl  is  over,  they  (hall  have  an 
eafy  an4  flothful  a(rurance,  without  oppofition  either  from, 
affliftion  or  temptation.  But  this  is  quite  contrary  to 
what  the  fcriprure  teaches  to  expe£t.  It  teaches  us  to  lay  our 
account  ^ith  oppofition  from  every  quarter,  injury  from 
without  and  even  treachery  from  within.  The  life  of  a 
chriftian  mud  be  a  life  of  vigilance  and  prayer.  Outward 
peace,  ill  founded  peace,  ^  fecure  unfaithful  confcience, 
is  what  we  have  the  greateft  reafon  to  dread.  Thefe  are 
hard  fayings  in  the  gofpel,  which  even  the  children  of  God 
find  it  difficult  to  receive.  We  are  expofed  to  continual 
temptation  from  the  world  and  from  worldly  men,  and  to 
frequent  trials  both  as  we  are  men  and  chriflian§,  Heb. 
xii.  5.  '*  And  ye  have  forgotten  the  exhortation,  which 
^^  fpeaketh  unto  you  as  unto  children,  my  fon,  defpife  not 
^^  thou  the  ch^ftening  of  the  Lord,  nor  faint  when  thou  art 
*^  rebuked  of  him  :"  In  the  chrilUan  warfare  there  is  no 
truce.  It  is  only  he  that  (hall  endure  to  the  end  that 
fhall  be  faved — The  lad  enemy  that  (hall  be  dedroyed,  is 
death. 

Having  thos  rejected  thefe  falfii'and  midaken  apprehenr 
fions  fometimes  fuggeded  by  this  paflTage  of  fcripture,  and 
greatly  encouraged  by  fmooth  and  mollifying  teachers*  it 
remains,  that  I  ftiould  proceed  to  point  out  the  true  and 
proper  meaning  of  it,  and  what  we  are  to  under dand 
when  the  Redeemer  invites  fmners  to  come  to  him,  by 
faying,  *'  my  yoke  is  eafy  and  my  burden  is  light."  And 
bccaufe  there  arg  many  things  pertaining  to  this  fubjeft, 
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bat  throw  light  upon  each  other,  I  fiiall  endeavor  (otaka 
nthe  whole  compafs  of  it,  making  however  the  ilhiftra* 
ion  of  each  particular  very  Ihort. 

I.  The  yoke  of  Chrift  may  be  faid  to  be  eafy,  and  bis 
lurden  light,  becaufe  his  right  to  command  is  undeniable; 
he  authority  with  which  he  is  invefled  is  complete  and 
iilL  I  have  placed  this  firft,  becaufe  it  lies  at  the  founda- 
ion  o(  all  religion,  and  is  nothing  elfe  but  the  fupreme 
LUthority  and  abfolute  dominion  of  Jehovah.  We  all  na« 
urally  think  it  hard  to  fubmit  to  ufurped  authority,  or  un. 
uft  dominion ;  but  when  the  title  to  command  is  clear, 
ibedience  immediately  appears  to  be  reafonable  and  ne- 
^eflGu-y,  and  becomes  our  unfeigned  choice,  or  the  defire 
»F  the  heart.  Thus,  nothing  can  be  more  clear  than  the 
ight  of  our  Maker  to  the  obedience  and  fubmiflion  of  all 
lis  creatures.  It  is  the  fenfe  of  this  carried  home  upon 
he  confcience,  that  gives  the  firft  rife  to  convi£lion  of  fin. 
K  difcovery  of  the  power  and  majefty  of  the  living  God, 
ays  the  creature  in  the  duft,  and  produces  fubjeftion.  But 
vhen  to  this  is  added,  that  he  is  Lord  and  proprietor  of 
dl;  that  all  things  were  made  by  him,  and  for  him,  then 
in  appears  in  the  light  of  injuftice  and  rebellion,  and  obe* 
Uence,  abfolute  and  unconditional,  is  felt  to  be  his  due. 
Believe  it  my  brethren,  when  the  revolted  creature  ri- 
:oms  to  his  allegiance ;  when  the  convinced  finner  fees 
he  guilt  of  his  rebellion,  it  at  once  reconciles  him  to  the 
mw,  and  makes  him  willing  to  put  on  the  yoke. 

The  fame  thing  is  a  conftant  and  growing  principle 
)F  obedience  to  the  believer.  He  fees  that  he  is  not  his 
>wn.  He  perceives  and  admits  his  Creator's  and  Re- 
leemer's  right.  He  is  convinced,  that  as  all  things  were 
made  for,  as  all  things  (hall  finally  tend  to,  fo  that  every 
intelligent  creature  ought  fupremely  to  aim  at  the  glory  of 
C}od.  It  is  this  radical  principle  that  chiefly  conftitutes 
:he  difference  between  genuine  obedience,  and  that  con- 
llrained  fervice  which  may  be  fometimes  falfely  fo  called. 
Hence  it  is  that  true  obedience  is  confidered  as  a  debt  that 
is  due  to  God  ;  falfe  obedience  on  the  contrary  is  confi- 
dered as  a  debt  charged  upon  God.  The  real  chriftian  is 
happy  in  fo  far  as  he  is  able  to  obey,  and  fincerely  grieves 
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for  any  femscining  backwardnefs  and  relu£tance  tti  bit 
mind.  The  yoke  may  well  be  faid  to  be  eafy,  when  bfl 
is  brought  to  that  temper  and  dirpofition^  that  it  is  noi| 
what  he  does,  but  what  he.omits,  that  fills  him  with  grief^ 
^r  covers  him  with  ihame. 

a.  The  Redeemer's  yoke  is  eafy  and  his  burden  Yx^U 
becaufe  all  his  commands  are  in  themftrlves  perfectly  juA 
and  right.  It  is  hard  indeed,  to  be  obliged  to  do  wtiat  we 
cannot  approyc,  and  fo  long  as  the  fmner  has  any  objec- 
tion againil  the  law,  obedience  mud  be  a  burden.  But 
every  renewed  mind  obtains  a  difcovery  of  the  infinite 
amiablenefs  of  the  divine  nature,,  and  the  excellence  and 
perfection  of  the  divine  law.  The  law  is  holy,  fays  the 
ApolUe,  Romans  7.  "Wherefore  the  law  is  holy,  and 
**  the  commandment  holy,  and  juft  and  good."  The  law 
of  God  is  a  tranfcript  of  his  own  infinite,  excellence,  and 
therefore  mud  be  perfeft  and  faultlcfs.  We  may  take  up 
this  matter  in  a  very  fimple,  and  at  the  fame  time  clear 
and  confpjcuous  point  of  view.  The  fum  of  the  moral 
law  is,  "  Thou  flialt  love,"  &c.  The  whole  is  contained 
under  thefe  heads,  efpecially  the  firft  of  them,  from  which 
the  other  is  a  corollary.  Is  there  any  thing  more  mani- 
fcftly  reafonable,  than  that  we  (hould  love  fupretnely,  whal 
is  fupremely  excellent  ?  or  where  is  the  rival,  that  cart 
plead  a  better  title  to  our  afFeftion  ?  If  he  hath  command* 
«d  us  to  love  what  was  not  amiable,  or  to  do  what  waa 
not  reafonable,  there  would  have  been  ground  for  com- 
plaint. If  we  rake  the  fenfe  of  the  fecond  table,  by  itfclf, 
we  Ihall  fee  the  fame  thing  very  plainly,  "  Thou  ftialt 
•*  love  thy  neighbor  as  thyfelf;"  or  which  is  the  fame  things 
"  whatfoever  ye  would,  that  men  do  unto  you,  do  ye  the 
"  fame  unto  them.^'  Is  this  unreafonable  ?  Is  any  man's 
reafon  fo  perverted^  or  his  confcience  fo  depraved,  as  to 
complain  of  this,  as  an  unjuft,  or  oppreflive  law.  There 
are  fome  who  talk  upon  this  fubjeCl,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as 
we  may  truly  fay  of  them,  with  the  apolile,  '^They  fpeafc 
•*  of  the  law,  and  know  neither  what  they  fay,  nor  where- 
"  of  they  affirm;'^  and  they  will  fay,  our  Saviour  has 
made  merciful  abatements  of  the  law.  Pray  has  he  madq 
any  abatement  of  the  love  of  God,  and  of  our  neighbor  i 
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WouTcl  you  be  fatisfied  to  hear  any  ftian  tface  out  a  fyftem 
itf  moral  duty,  and  make  any  alteration  in  thefe  ?  Yet 
they  are  the  whole  in  fubftance ;  wherever  thefe  arc,  eve- 
ry thing  will  follow  of  courfe.  If  you  love  God  fupremely, 
and  your  neighbor  as  yourfelves,  you  will  ncgledl  no  duty 
to  the  one  or  to  the  other. 

When  I  am  upon  this  branch  of  the  fubjcft,  the  rea- 
ibnablenefs  of  God's  commands,  it  will  be  proper  to  obvi- 
ate an  apparent,  and  at  the  fame  time,  an  important  ob- 
jeftion.  You  will  j^haps  fay,  to  keep  the  commands 
of  God,  is  above  our  power.  Have  not  you  yourfelf, 
often  taught  us,  that  no  mere  man  in  this  life,  is  able  per- 
fcflly  to  keep  the  commandments  of  God  ?  Can  that  be 
reafonable  then  that  is  impoffible  ?  Now  conDder  I  pray 
you  what  fort  of  impoflibility  this  is.  It  is  not  natural, 
but  moral.  It  is  not  want  of  power,  but  want  of  inclina- 
tion. Nothing  is  required  of  us,  that  is  unfuitable  to  our 
fituation,  or  above  our  natural  powers  ;  fo  far  from  it,  that 
even  what  was  our  duty  before,  if  by  any  accident  it  be- 
comes  impoffible  in  this  fenfe,  it  ccafes  to  be  a  duty.  God 
BO  where  commands  you  to  be  taller  or  ftronger,  than  he 
has  made  you :  and  (hough  he  commands  you  to  labor, 
working  with  your  hands,  if  he  confines  you  by  ficknefs, 
this  duty  no  longer  bin^s.  He  has  given  you  faculties, 
and  natural  powers  for  every  thing  that  he  requires.  Are 
not  all  your  powers,  both  of  mind  and  body,  as  fit  for 
yottr  Maker's  fervice,  as  any  otiier  purpofe  ?  Is  not  ihc 
tongue  as  fit  to  fpeak  truth,  as  falfhood  :  and  every  mem- 
ber of  the  body  as  fit  to  do  what  is  lawful  or  ufeful,  as 
what  is  finful  or  hurtful :  The  commands  of  God^  then^ 
are  neither  impoffible  or  difficult  to  thofe,  who  are  willing 
to  obey  them.  No  man  can  fay  with  truth,  that  he  defired 
with  all  his  heart,  to  do  his  Maker's  will,  aftd  could  not. 
But  perh?.p3  fome  will  fay,  this  indifpofition  itfelf,  is  my 
nature,  I  cannot  help  it.  If  any  think  this  excufe  may  be 
offered  to  God,  let  him  firft  make  trial  of  offering  it  to  his 
fellow  creature  ;  or  fuppofe  another  to  offer  it  to  himfelf. 
Suppofc  you  fhoukl  complain  of  another,  for  flealing  your 
fubftv\nce,  or  blading  your  name,  or  otherwife  injuring 
you ;  and  that  he  ihould  aiifwer,  tliat  he  could  not  help  it. 

Vol.  II-  P  p 
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What,  you  would  fay,  you  could  not  help  it ;  what  necirf* 
iity  obliged  you  ?  Why  fays  he,  it  was  my  nature,  becaufe 
I  hate  you,  and  it  grieves  me  to  (ee  you  profper.  Wodd 
that  be  accepted  as  an  excufe  ?  I  think  not ;  for  it  is  the 
very  effence  of  the  injury.  On  the  whole,  it  plainly  ap- 
pears, that  the  commands  of  God  are  all  reafonable  and 
juft,  neither  can  they  fufFcr  any  abatement,  without  in- 
fringing upon  the  holinefs  of  his  own  nature,  and  the  wif- 
dom  and  equity  of  his  government,  itfclf. 

3.  The  Redeemer's  yoke  is  eafyf  and  his  burden  light, 
becaufe  all  his  commands  have  an  immediate  and  dirtEt 
tendency  to  promote  our  own  comfort  and  happinefiu 
They  are  not  lefs  reafonable  as  they  exprefs  the  right  of 
the  Creator,  than  they  are  gracious,  as  they  are  calculated 
to  promote  the  intereft  of  the  creature.  I  do  not  mean 
here^  only  or  chiefly,  the  great  reward  which  he  hath  in  . 
mercy  provided  and  promifed  to  thofe,  that  ke^p  them, 
but  that  in  their  own  nature,  they  are  fitted  to  promote 
our  happinefs< 

I  have  before  fufficiently  taken  notice,  that  we  are  not 
to  underftand,  by  keeping  the  commands  of  God,  a  con* 
drained  outward  obedience,  without  the  inclination  of  the 
heart.  Conftrained  obedience,  I  confefs,  is  neither  ac- 
ceptable  to  God,  nor  delightfuF  to  man.  But  when  the 
fervice  of  God,  is  chofen  from  the  heart,  it  is  both  delight- 
ful and  profitable  in  all  refpe£ls.  If  we  exacpine  the  mat** 
ter  with  care,  we  fliall  find,  that  true  religion  confiils  in 
the  exercife  of  the  moft  noble  and  grateful  aife^lions  of 
mind,  or  rather  the  one  leading  dirpofition,  which  when 
rightly  direded  as  to  its  objefl,  makes  the  fum  of  religion, 
and  is  alfo  the  fource  of  felicity.  It  is  love,  fupreme  love 
to  God,  and  through  him,  and  for  him,  to  all  his  crea- 
tures, that  is  the  fum  of  religion,  and  muft  not  every  bo- 
dy be  fenfible,  that  this  is  a  temper  and  frame  of  mind, 
much  n»ore  defirable,  than  its  oppofite.  Carry  the  one 
and  the  other,  through  all  their  branches  and  expreffions, 
and  fee  if  they  will  bear  the  comparifon.  From  love  fpring 
thankfulnefs,  contentment,  fubmiffion,  benevolence,  be- 
neficence, meeknefs,  compaflion,  forgivenefs ;  and  from 
hatred  fpring  ambition,  rage,  impatience,  malevolence, 
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eATfi  revenge  and  cruelty.  If  there  were  no  law  of  God 
at  all,  which  of  thofe  tribes  of  affedtions  is  mod  defirable  of 
il&lf,  or  moil  conducive  to  our  inward  comfort  and  peace  ? 

If  we  try  this  matter  by  experience,  let  us  aik  the 
children  of  God,  whether  they  have  found  his  fervice 
burdcnfome;  whether  they  would  exchange  a  meek, 
thankful,  and  contented  fram«  of  fpirit,  for  the  ftorms  of 
rage,  envy,  or  ambition.  Do  they  look  with  a  jealous  or 
envious  eye,  on  the  liberty  of  wicked  men  ?  on  the  con- 
trary, they  would  not  exchange  with  any  of  them,  a  prifon 
tor  a  palace,  or  a  fcaflfold  for  a  throne.  Perhaps,  though 
there  is  great  blindnefs  in  the  underftanding  itfelf,  of  wick-^ 
ed  men,  we  may  learn  the  truth  even  from  their  experi- 
ence aikl  confeffions.  We  many  times  hear  them  ac^ 
knowledge  their  bondage ;  and  when  they  do  not  expli- 
citly  acfaiowledge  it,  yet  it  is  eafy  to  perceive  it.  You 
never  hear  a  bad  man  taking  comfort  to  himfelf,  from  the 
evil  he  has  done,  but  fometimes  comparatively  from  the 
greater  evil  that  they  have  not  done.  Without  going  par* 
ticolarly  through  every  minute  circumftance,  let  us  juft 
Iky  in  general,  that  whether  we  confider  the  inward  tem- 
per, or  the  outward  praflice,  our  relations,  bufinefs,  and 
enjoyments  in  life,  or  hope  for  futurity,  we  cannot  in 
any  inftance  depart  from  the  commandments  of  God, 
without  at  the  fame  time  a£ting  contrary  to  our  own  ma- 
Rifeft  intereft  :  fo  that  Wifdom  fays  with  great  truth  and 
jufiice,  Prov.  viii.  36.  ^'  He  that  iinneth  againft  me, 
^  wrongeth  his  own  foul :  all  they  that  hate  me,  love 
^  death.'' 

4.  The  Redeemer's  yoke  is  eafy,  and  his  burden  light, 
becaufe  he  has  given  the  mod  free  and  gracious  invita- 
tion to  fmners  to  return  to  God.  By  his  fufferings  he 
purchafed  their  pardon,  and  is  invefted  with  full  authority 
to  negociate  peace.  '^  Thus  it  is  written,  and  thus  it  be- 
*  hoved  him  to  fuffer,  that  repentance  and  remiifion  of 
■*  fins,"  &c.  What  we  are  particularly  to  remember  up- 
Dn  this  fubje£t  is,  that  the  invitation  is  without  referve  or 
exception,  to  all  of  every  chara£ier,  however  deep  and  ag- 
gravated their  offences.  If.  i.  18.  "  Come  now,  and  let 
^  V9  reason  together,  iaith  thcf  Lord :  though  yoiur  iins  be 
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*'  a$  fcarlet,  they  (hall  be  as  white  as  fnow;  though  they 
**bered  like  crimfon,  they  fliall  be  as  wool."     i  Tinii.u 
15.  "This  is  a  faithful  laying,  and  worthy  of  all  accep- 
"  tation,  that  Chrift  Jefus  came  into  the  world  to  fave  fin- 
"  ners;  of  whom  I  am  chief,"     The  offer  is  alfo  free  as  to 
the  terms,  without  any  coftly  or  meriting  condition.    Ifa. 
Iv.  I.  **Ho  every  one  that  thirlleth,  come  ye  to  the  waters, 
^'  and  he  that  hath  no  money ;  cpme  ye,  buy  and  eat ; 
^^  yea,  come,  buy  wine  and  milk,  without  money  and 
"  without  price,"     Rev.  xxii.  {7.  "  And  the  fpirit  and 
^*  the  bride  fay,  come;  and  let  him  that  heareth  f^y,  come; 
*'  and  let  him  that  is  athirft  come  ;  and  whofoevcr  will, 
**  let  him  take  the  water  of  life  freely."     Can  there  be  any 
thing  more  encouraging  than  thefe  gracious  invitations  ? 
Here  it  is  that  we  ought  to  take  in  the  wife  and  happy  coa- 
llitution  of  the  Redeemer's  perfon,  as  the  fon  of  man^  as 
well  as  the  fon  of  God,  and  the  meeknefs  and  gentlenef^ 
pf  his  difpoQtion,  this  was  prophefied  of  him  of  old,  Ifaiah 
xlii.  I,  2,  3.  "  Behold  my  fervant  whom  I  uphold  ;  mine 
«*  cleft,  in  whom  my  foul  dclighteth :  I  have  put  my  fpirit 
**  upon  him,  he  fliall  bring  forth  judgment  to  tlie  Gentiles. 
^*  He  fliall  not  cry,  nor  lift  up,  nor  caufe  his  voice  to  be 
*'  heard  in  the  ftreet,     A  bruiied  reed  fliall  he  not  break ; 
♦*  and  the  fmoaking  flax  fliall  he  not  quench :  he  fhall 
**  bring  forth  judgment  untp  truth."     This  was  beautifiil- 
ly  and  admirably  fulfilled  by  his  appearance  in  the  fleih^ 
by  the.meannefs  of  his  birth,  though  not  of  his  parentagei 
by  the  poverty  and  felf-denial  of  his  life,  by  the  meeknefs 
and  lowlinefs  of  his  carriage,  not  only  through  life,  buk 
in  the  laft  and  fuftering  ftage  of  it  j  for  he  endured  thd 
contradiftion  of  finners  againft  himlelf ;  when  he  was  rc^' 
viled,  he  reviled  not  again.     So  that  he  might  with  the 
greateft  jullice  fay  as  in  the  context,  take  my  yoke. 

5.  The  Redeemer's  yoke  iseafy,  and  his  burden  light, 
becaufe  he  hath  made  abundant  provifion  of  divino 
ftrength,  to  enable  us  to  keep  his  commandments.  How 
gracious  thefe  laws,  when  the  law-giver  communicatee 
ftrength  for  performance  ?  This  takes  away  all  objedlion, 
and  removes  every  difficulty.  What  is  impofiible  with 
IKiaQ)  is  pofllble  with  God.     ^here  is  no  heart  fo  hard,  |;)ut 
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omnipotence  is  able  to  foften  it ;  no  temper  fo  depraved, 
bat  the  Creator  is  able  to  renew  it.  The  converfion  of 
a  finner  is  always  confidered  in  fcripture  as  the  work  of 
God.  "God  who  at  firft  commanded  the  light  to  (hine  out 
"  of  darknefs,'*  &c.  The  promife  of  the  new  covenant 
is  thus  defcribcd  by  Ezekiel  xxxvi.  25.  "  Then  will  I 
**  fprinkle  clean  water  upon  you,  and  ye  fliall  be  clean  : 
*'  from  all  your  filthinefs,  and  from  all  your  idols,  will  I 
"  cleanfe  you."  And  in  the  New  Teftament,  faith  which 
unites  us  to  Chrift,  and  every  other  good  difpofition,  is 
reprefcnted  as  the  gift  of  God,  Eph.  ii.  8.  "  For  by  grace 
**  arc  ye  faved,  through  faith ;  and  that  not  of  yourfelves: 
^  it  is  the  gift  of  God." 

And  as  the  converlion  of  finners  to  the  daily  growth  of 
the  fpiritual  life,  in  believers,  is  to  be  imputed  entirely  to 
the  fame  caufe,  for  this  end  it  was,  that  it  pleafed  the  Fa- 
ther that  all  fullnefs  fhould  dwell  in  Chrift;  and  we  have 
this  teftimony  from  the  apoftle  John  i.  16.  '^  And  of  his 
**  fulnefs  have  all  we  received,  and  grace  for  grace."     — 
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or  HIS  WORK. 


SERMON  35. 


PsALic  bcxii.  I7« 

ffif  name  shall  endure  forever  :  his  name  shallhe  contlnueJoM 
long  as  the  sun  :  and  men  shall  be  blessed  in  him  ;  aU  nati^ 
etis  shall  call  him  blessed^ 

ACTION    SKRMOK^^ 
My  BREtHRENi 

THE  whole  fyftem  of  Providence  and  grace  wast  fixed 
in  the  eternal  purpofe  of  God,  before  the  foundation 
of  the  world-  Hence  he  is  reprcfented,  If.  xlvi.  10.  as, 
**  declaring  the  end  from  the  beginning,  and  from  ancient 
"  times  the  things  that  are  not  yet  done,  faying,  My  coun- 
**  fel  (hall  ftand,  and  I  will  do  all  my  pleafure."  The 
writings  of  the  Old  Teftament  give  us  the  hiftory  of  the 
feveral  openings  of  this  plan,  during  that  difpenfation,  ia 
which  we  may  obferve  almoft  continual  references  to  the 
appearance  of  an  illuftrious  perfon,  at  a  certain  important 
period,  called  the  fulnefs  of  time. 

The  appearance  of  the  Saviour  in  our  nature,  including 
his  obedience,  his  fuflferings  and  death,  his  triumphant 
fclttrre£tion  Mid  afceniion,  was  an  event  fo  aftontihing 
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in  itfelf,  and  h  great  in  its  e(Fe£ls,  as  being  the  means  zip* 
yoTCiXtA  of  God  for  the  redemption  of  a  loft  world,  that  w« 
heed  not  be  furprifcd  at  the  great  care  taken  in  the  Old 
Teftament  church,  to  keep  it  always  in  view.  It  was 
liatural  for  holy  and  good  men,  who  had  fo  many  intima- 
tions given  them  of  it,  to  think  on  it  with  pleaf'ure ;  and 
when  they  were  led  to  fpeak  of  future  times,  to  bring  in 
this  remarkable  period,  and  mention  it  with  rapture. — 
And  when  God  infpired  his  fervants  to  propheiy  of  the 
profperity  and^  bappinefs  of  his  church  and  kingdom,  he 
could  not  fail  'to  raife  their  defcriptions,  and  lead  them 
to  give  fuch  views  of  things  as  were  fuitable  to  that  great 
event,  which  was  to  be  fuch  a  fignal  illullration  of  his  glo* 
rious  goodnefs,  and  fo  great  a  bleffing  to  mankind- 

Hence  it  is,  that  we  find  feveral  prophecies  begun,  in 
appearance,  to  celebrate  fome  public  bleffing,  at  or  neai* 
the  times  in  which  they  were  delivered^  gradually  fo 
heightened  by  ieveral  expreffions,  as  we  may  perceive 
that  in  their  full  extent  they  could  only  relate  to  the  timca 
of  the  Mefllah.  Such,  for  inftance,  is  that  in  my  text : 
for  if  we  lay  together  the  accounts  we  have  of  Solomon, 
in  fcripture,  and  the  felicity  of  his  reign ;  if  we  remem- 
ber the  fcandalous  fteps  he  made  in  the  latter  part  of  his 
life,  the  dreadful  rent  that  happened  in  the  reign  of  his 
Ibn  and  immediate  fucceflbr ;  and  that  after  the  courfc  of 
a  few  ages,  Judah  was  carried  into  captivity — we  muft  be 
Icnljble,  that  the  expreffions  in  my  text,  are  by  far  too 
much  exalted,  if  nothing  elfe  was  intended  by  them.  But 
if  we  confider  them  as  relating  to  Meffiah  the  Prince,  then 
we  fee  every  thing  literally  fulfilled  to  the  utmoft  import 
and  extent  of  the  prophetic  language,  "  His  name  fhall 
*'  endure  forever  :  his  name  fliall  be  continued  as  long  as 
*'  the  fun  ;  and  men  Diall  be  blefled  in  htm ;  all  nations 
*^  ftiall  call  him  bleffed.*^ 

It  is  below  the  majefty  of  the  fcriptures,  to  make  ufe  iJt 
flrong  and  lofty  expreffions  to  denote  a  very  common  and 
ordinary  event,  to  which  they  cannot  l>e  applied  without 
making  great  abatements.  This  is  a  fault  men  often  faH 
into  ;  but  it  would  be  vtry  uujuft  to  impute  it  to  perfons 
fpcalving  under  the  immediate  influence  of  the  Spirit  of 
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6od.  Wc  inay  therefore  lay  it  down  as  one  good  rule 
Ibr  underftslhdihg  the  prophetic  Pricings,  that  whenever 
Ihey  rife  far  above  the  fubjeft  they  were  treating  of,  into 
exprelTions  literally  applicable  to  the  Mefliah,  and  which, 
in  their  full  extent,  can  belong  to  none  but  him,  he  is  to 
be  cbnfidered  as  chiefly  in  the  view  of  the  Spirit  of  God. 
Now,  this  being  thfe  cafe  Ivith  my  text,  as  1  hope  appears 
fufficiently  from  what  h^  l>een  already  faid,  I  Ihall  confi- 
dcr  it  as  a  noble  and  animated  prophety  of  the  glory  of  his 
reign;  whieh  will  be  the  more  proper  i n trod u£l ion  to  this 
day*6  work,  as  what  we  are  now  to  be  employed  about  is 
in  eminent  part  of  its  accompliftiment. 

In  difcdurfing  further  on  it  at  prefent,  I  (hall  circum- 
fcribe  the  fubjeft,  and  only, 

1.  Endeavor  to  open  the  import  of  this  magnificent  de- 
tlaration^  as  undcrilood  of  C4hrill,  ^'His  name  fliall  endure 
•*  for  ever,"  &c. 

Hi  Make  fome  pra£tical  imprbvement  of  the  fobje£l| 
for  your  in(lru£tion  and  affiilance  in  the  prefent  duty. 

Firft,  then,  let  us  endeavor  to  open  the  import  of  this 
InagnificeTit  declaration  as  underllood  of  Chrift-J — ^*  His 
**  name  (hall  endure  for  ever,"  &c.  And  in  the  firft  place 
it  carries  in  it  an  affurance  of  the  greatnefs  of  his  power  as  at 
Saviour,  and  the  perfedl  fecurity  of  all  thofewho  put  their 
truft  in  him.  The  word  name  often  fignifies  the  excel- 
lence or  perfection  of  the  perfon  named  or  referred  to. — 
This  is  especially  the  cafe  in  fcripture.  With  refpedJ;  to 
God,  where  his  name  is  juft  his  glory  and  all  fufficiency 
revealed.  The  name  of  the  Lord  is  in  many  paffages  of 
equivalent  meaning  with  the  power  of  God :  thus,  Prov. 
Iviii,  10.  "  The  name  of  the  Lord  is  a  ftrong  tower  j  the 
"  righteous  runneth  into  it,  and  is  fafe."  Pfalm  xx.  i. 
■*  The  Lord  hear  thee  in  the  day  of  trouble ;  the  name  of 
•*  the  God  of  Jacob  defend4hee."  This  may  with  the 
greater  propriety  be  applied  to  Ghrift,  that  you  may  know 
the  name  of  Jefus,  was  by  the  exprefs  appointment  of  the 
lingel  of  the  Lord,  given  to  him  at  his  birth,  to  denote  the 
great  deliverance  he  was  to  work  for  finners,  in  faving 
tiiem  from  their  lins.     This  is  the  great  errand  on  which 

Vol.  II.  qj\      . 
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ihe  Son  of  CJod  came  into  the  world,  i  Tim.  L  15,  **Tha 
^'  is  a  faithful  faying,  and  worthy  of  all  acceptation,  thai 
•*  Ghrill  Jefus  came  into  the  woyld  to  fave  finners;  of 
"  whom  I  am  chief."  The  fuccefs  he  fliould  have  in  thi$ 
work  is  often  celebrated,  as  Ifaiah  liii.  10,  11.  "  Yet  it 
^^  pleafed  the  Lord  to  bruife  him  ;  he  hath  put  bim  to 
**  grief:  when  thou  fhalt  make  his  foul  an  oiFering  for  fm, 
**  he  (hall  fee  his  feed,  he  (hall  prolong  his  days,  and  the 
^^  pleafure  of  the  Lord  fliall  profper  in  his  hand.  He  ihall 
•'  fee  of  the  travail  of  his  foul,  and  fhall  be  fatisfied :  by 
liis  knowledge  fhall  my  righteous  fervant  juftify  many  ; 
*'  for  he  (hall  bear  their  iniquities."  His  power  as  a  Sa- 
viour, to  break  the  chains  of  Satan,  and  to  deliver  the 
captive  foul,  is  frequently  declared  in  the  ftrongeft  terms^ 
as  Ifaiah  xlii.  6,  7,  8.  "I  the  Lord  have  called  thee  in 
*^  righteoufnefsy  and  I  will  hold  thine  hand,  and  will  keep 
•'  thee,  and  give  thee  for  a  covenant  of  the  people,  for  t 
•*  light  of  the  Gentiles ;  to  open  the  blind  eyes,  to  bring 
*'  out  the  prifoners  from  the  prifon^  and  them  that  fit  m 
•*  darknefs  out  of  the  prifon-houfe.  I  am  the  Lord  ;  that 
*^  is  my  name  :  and  my  glory  will  I  not  give  to  another, 
*'  neither  my  praife  to  graven  images/'  Ifaiah  Ixiii.  k 
•'  Who  is  this  that  cometh  from  Edom,  with  dyed  gar- 
**  ments  from  Bozrah  ?  this  that  is  glorious  in  his  apparel, 
*'  travelling  in  the  greatnefs  of  his  (Irength  ?  I  that  fpcak 
**  in  righteoufnefs,  mighty  to  fave,"  This  power  of  Chrift 
to  fave,  feems  to  be  plainly  called  his  name,  i  John  Viu 
23,  '*  And  this  is  his  commandment,  that  we  fliouId  be- 
**  lieve  on  the  name  of  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift,  and  love  one 
**  another,  as  he  gave  us  commandment."  Thus  it  i» 
reafonable  to  think,  that  the  power  of  Chrift  as  a  Saviour 
is  celebrated  in  our  text,  as  what  would  ever  remain  a 
fure  and  plentiful  fource  of  falvation  to  mankind,  and  be 
ever  depended  upo^  and  acknovviedged  as  fuch,  by  all  the 
redeemed. 

Tills  glory  of  Chrift's  i^ame  as  a  Saviour,  has  a  particu- 
lar refpedl  to  the  wretched  and  deplorable  ftate  of  tholp, 
who  are  the  objefts  of  his  mercy,  and  that  there  are  none 
beyond  the  reach  of  his  power.  That  there  is  none  fo 
loaded  with  guilt  pr  fo  flained  with  pollution^  but  he  is  abk 
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jurchafe  their  pardon,  and  to  efFcft  their  deliverancfi. 
-fons  you  know  afHi£led  with  inveterate  and  dangerous 
jafes,  are  apt  to  hearken  with  eagerncfs  to  the  name  of 
eminent  phyfician,  from  whofe  Ikill  they  may  cnter- 
I  fome  hopes  of  recovery,  and  the  greater  and  more  il- 
:rious  his  name  is,  they  are  apt  to  place  the  greater  con- 
5nce  in  him.  So  when  we  hear  that  Chrill^s  name  fhall 
fure  for  ever,  it  fliould  encourage  all  finners  of  whate- 

•  rank  to  fly  to  him,  and  to  put  their  truft  in  him.  God 
fons  thus  in  illuftrating  his  own  mercy,  Ifa.  i.  18,  19^ 
]ome  now,  and  let  us  reafon  together,  faith  the  Lord ; 
hough  your  fins  be  as  fcarlet,  they  Ihall  be  as  white  as 
now ;  though  they  be  red  like  crimfon,  they  fhall  be  as 
^ool.  If  ye  be  willing  and  obedient,  ye  fhall  eat  the 
;ood  of  the  land  :"  and  to  the  fame  purpofe,  Ifa.  Iv.  7, 
jet  the  wicked  forfake  his  way,  and  the  unrighteous 
nan  his  thoughts :  and  let  him  return  unto  the  Lord, 
nd  he  will  have  mercy  upon  him ;  and  to  our  God, 
or  he  will  abundantly  pardon.''  But  he  hath  given  us 
I  greater  encouragement^  by  committing  the  work  of 

•  falvation  to  fo  glorious  a  perfon,  in  whofe  hand  it 
mot  fail,  Pfalm  Ixxxix.  18, 19.  **  For  the  Lord  is  our 
lefence ;  and  the  holy  One  of  Ifrael  is  our  King.  Thea 
hou  fpakett  in  vifion  to  thy  holy  One,  and  faidft,  I  have 
aid  help  upon  one  that  is  mighty :  I  have  exalted  one 
;hofen  out  of  the  people."  Ifaiah  ix.  6.  "  For  unto  us 
I  child  is  bom,  unto  us  a  fon  is  given,  and  the  govern- 
nent  fhall  be  upon  his  fhoulder ;  and  his  name  fhall 
)e  called  Wonderful,  Counfellor,  The  Mighty  God, 
The  everlafting  Father,  The  Prince  of  peace."  Not  to 
ill  on  the  many  paffages  of  the  New-Teftament,  which 
int  our  attention  to  the  power  and  dignity  of  Chrifl, 
ball  only  mention,  Heb.  vii.  25.  "  Wherefore  he  is 
ible  alfo  to  fave  them  to  the  uttermoft  that  come  unto 
3od  by  him,  feeing  he  ever  IJveth  to  make  interceffioa 
br  them." 

I  (hall  only  further  fay,  that  the  glory  of  Chrift*s  name, 
an  almighty  Saviour,  may  be  oonfidered  in  itsfuperior 
Ire  to  every  thing  that  might  be  fuppofed  to  come  in 
npetition  with  him,  or  pretend  to  be  put  in  this  place% 
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This  is  certainly  the  meaning  of  a  great  name,  when  apt 
plied  to  men.  He  is  faid  to  obtain  the  greateft  name,  who 
outftrips  or  eclipfes  others  by  the  glory  of  his  deeds;  the 
fame  muil  be  the  meaning  of  this  paflage,  as  applied  tQ 
pur  Redeemer;  "  his  name  ftall  endure  for  ever.*'  The 
names  of  others  fhall  foon  be  loft.  Their  inferior  bright^ 
nefs  will  foon  decay  :  but  his  Ihall  continue  forever  with 
pnfading  and  increafmg  luftre. 

This,  my  brethren,  is  a  circumftance  that  ought  never 
to  be  omitted.  We  cannot  honor  Chrift  as  an  almighty 
Saviour,  unlefs  we  believe  and  remember,  that  he  is  the 
only  Saviour;  There  are  fome  paflages  in  the  prophetic 
writings,  in  which  Cod  afferts  his  own  incommunicable 
glory,  in  oppofition  to  the  vanities  of  the  Gentiles^  an4 
that  in  language  inimitably  ftrong,  Ifa.  xl,  17,  i8*  '*  All 
'**  nations  before  him  are  as  nothing,  and  they  are  cpunted 
f*  to  him  lefs  than  nothing,  and  vanity.  To  whom  thcii 
^*  will  ye  liken  God  ?  or  what  likenefs  will  ye  compare 
**  unto  him  ?■*  Ifaiah  xliii.  iq,  11,  12,  ^3.  "  Ye  are  my 
**  witneffes,  faith  the  Lord,  and  my  fervant  whom  I  have 
*'  chofen:  that  ye  may  know  and  believe  me,  and  under. 
^'  ftand  that  I  am  he  :  before  me  there  was  no  God  form- 
**  ed,  neither  ihall  there  be  after  me.  I,  even  I  am  the 
**  Lord,  and  befide  me  there  is  no  Saviour.  I  have  de- 
"  clared  and  have  faved,  and  I  have  fliewed,  when  there 
^*  was  no  ftrange  god  among  you :  therefore  ye  are  my 
"  witneffes,  faith  the  Lord,  that  I  am  God.  Yea,  before 
**  the  day  was,  I  am  he ;  and  there  is  none  that  can  deli- 
**  ver  out  of  my  hand  :  I  will  work,  and  who  (hall  let  it?'^ 
Hof.  xiii^  4.  **  Yet  1  am  the  Lord  thy  God  from  the  land 
*'  of  Egypt,  and  thou  (halt  know  no  God  but  me :  for 
**  there  is  no  faviour  befide  me."  The  fame  peculiar  and 
cxclufive  honor  belongs  to  Chrift,  as  the  hope  of  finners, 
Afts  iv.  12.  "  Neither  is  there  falvation  in  any  other:  for 
**  there  is  none  other  name  under  heaven  given  among 
*'  men  whereby  we  muft  be  faved." 

I  might  illuftrate  this  fenfe  of  the  paffage  before  us,  by 
fliewin;;  you  that  all  the  rites  and  ceremonies  of  the  an- 
cient  difpenfation,  derived  their  efficacy  from  their  rela» 
tion  to  Chrift.     But  I  Ihall  only  tell  you,  that  all  the  dc- 
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pendance  which  you  place  upon  any  thing  elfe  for  your 
acceptance  with  God,  is  an  injury  to  the  honor  of  your 
Redeemer ;  that  all  felf-righteoufnefs  and  felf-dependance, 
to  which  there  is  in  man  by  nature  fo  ftrong  a  tendency^ 
obfcures  the  luftre  of  that  name  which  fliall  endure  for* 
ever.  That  as  he  is  able  to  fave  fmners,  to  the  uttermoft, 
fo  they  (hall  never  obtain  falvation,  but  by  him.  As  it  is 
he  who  laid  the  foundation  of  this  great  work,  who  carries 
it  on  through  all  the  ileps  of  its  progrefs,  and  at  lad  brings 
it  to  perfedlion,  fo  he  will  have,  and  why  fhould  he  not 
Jiave,  the  undivided  glory. 

2.  This  leads  me  to  obferve,  that  the  magnificent  de* 
jclaration  in  the  text,  concerning  Chrift,  implies  the  ini- 
piortal  hpnor  and  renown  which  he  would  acquire  by  the 
work  of  man's  redemption*  Every  one  knows,  that  in 
fcripture  (lyl/s,  to  get  a  name  is  to  acquire  renown  and 
glory,  by  fome  illuilrious  achievement ;  as  2  Sam.  yiii. 
J3.  "  And  David  gat  him  a  name  when  he  returned  from 
^  fmiting  of  the  Syrians  in  the  valley  of  Salt,  being 
•>  eighteen  thoufand  men." 

And  furejy,  my  brethren,  the  undertaking  of  Chrift 
^as  the  mod  glorious  in  itfelf,  the  mod  arduous  in  its  ac- 
pomplifhment^  the  mod  bleffed  in  its  ededis,  and  the  mod 
generous  and  difmtereded  in  him,  that  can  podibly  be  con. 
peivcd.  Think  or>  this  part  of  the  fubjeft,  1  befeech  you, 
with  attention ;  and  weigh  the  intimations  we  have  of  it 
in  fcripture.  And  for  this  purpofe  obferve,  that  he  ac- 
quired glory  with  God,  with  angels,  and  widi  men. 

As  the  fajvation  of  doners  was  a  work  in  which  the 
glory  of  God  the  Father  was  eminently  illudrated,  fo  he 
is  reprefented  as  looking  with  the  highed  complacency  on 
Chrid,  in  the  undertaking  and  accomplidiment  of  it. 
Thus  Matth.  iii.  17.  •'  And  lo,  a  voice  from  heaven,  fay- 
f  ing.  This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom  I  am  well  pleaf- 
."  ed.*'  And  again,  at  his  transfiguration,  Matth.  xvii.  5. 
**  And  while  he  yet  fpake,  behold,  a  bright  cloud  overfha- 
f*  dowed  them  :  and  behold  a  voice  out  of  the  cloud,  which 
*'  fdid,  This  is  my  beloved  Sc;^,  in  whom  I  am  well 
,?'  pleafed,  hear  ye  him."  If.  xlii.  i.  '*  Behold  my  fer- 
**  vant  whom  I  uphold,  mine  ele^l  in  whom  my  foul  de- 
?*  lighteth  :  I  have  put  my  fpirit  upon  him^  bt  flM6X\.\i\\B^^ 
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"forth  judgment  to  the  Gentiles."  We  fee  alfo,  that 
God  is  reprefented  as  having  put  the  higheft  honor  on  the 
Redeemer,  in  reward  of  his  fuflPcrings.  Phil.  ii.  9,  10, 11. 
**  Wherefore  God  hath  alfo  highly  exalted  him,  and  given 
•*  him  a  name,  which  is  above  every  name;  that  at  the  name 
**  of  Jefus  every  knee  (hould  bow,  of  things  in  heaven, 
^  and  things  in  earth,  and  things  under  the  earth :  and 
**  that  every  tongue  (hould  confefs  that  Jefus  Chrift  is 
•*  Lord,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father."  Heb.  ii.  9. 
**  But  we  fee  Jefus,  who  was  made  a  little  lower  than  the 
•*  angels,  for  the  fuffering  of  death,  crowned  with  glory 
**  and  honor ;  that  he  by  the  grace  of  God  fliould  taftc 
**  death  for  every  man."  See  alfo  Heb.  xii.  2.  "  Look- 
**  ing  unto  Jefus,  the  author  and  finifher  of  our  faith ; 
•*  who,  for  the  joy  that  was  fet  before  him,  endured  the 
•*  crofs,  defpifing  the  fhame,  and  i$  let  down  at  the  right 
**  hand  of  the  throne  of  God.** 

I  am  fenfible,  my  brethren,  that  this  delight  and  ap- 
probation, which  the  father  is  reprefented  as  expreffinc». 
in  the  undertaking  of  the  Son,  is  a  fubjeft  of  the  moft  ele- 
vatcd  nature,  on  which  we  ought  to  think  and  fpeak  with 
the  utmoft  veneration,  and  with  the  greateft  referve.  But 
fince  he  hath  revealed,  it  is  our  duty  to  improve  it.  Does 
it  not  carry  your  thoughts  naturally  to  that  exprcffion  we 
find  ufed  in  fcripture,  at  the  finifliing  of  the  material 
creation,-  mentioned  at  the  end  of  every  day's  work,  and 
repeated  on  a  review  of  the  whole,  Gen.  i.  31.  «*  And 
**  God  faw  every  thing  that  he  had  made,  and,  behold,  it 
**  was  very  good." 

We  muft  needs  conceive,  the  omnipotent  Jehovah,  Fat 
ther,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft,  as  pofle(red,  not  only  of  abfov 
lute  and  unchangeable  perfeclion,  but  of  infinite  and  in- 
conceivable felicity.  And  may  we  not,  mull  we  not  con- 
ceive, that  this  felicity  conlifts  both  in  the  contemplation 
and  exercife  of  all  his  glorious  attributes,  and  in  nothing 
more  than  in  the  redemption  of  liimers,  in  which  his  pow- 
er,  wiiclorn,  holinefs,  julHce  and  mercy,  are  feverally  and 
jointly  fo  confpicuoufl/  difplayed.  Nay,  may  we  not 
venture,  with  reverence,  further  to  fay,  that  the  three  per- 
fons  in  the  Trinitj^,  by  their  cjiftinft  properties,  and  pecu- 
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ar  agency,  receive  and  impart  everlafling  delight  to  ono 

nother»  in  their   ineffable    communion !      The  eternal 

rord  is  reprefented  as  faying,  Prov.  viii.  30.  "  Then  wa» 

I  by  him,  as  one  brought  up  with  him  ;  and  I  wasdai-^ 

•  ly  nis  delight,  rejoicing  always  before  him.'* 

(a.)  l*he  Redeemer  acquired  immortal  renown  among 
be  angels,  and  the  whole  celeftial  hofti  This  we  may  fpeak 
i  with  abundance  of  certainty,  and  with  yet  clearer  com- 
ire^ieniion.  Doubtlefs  their  happinefs  confiAs  in  the  vi-' 
ion  and  contemplation  of  an  infinite  God«  And  there* 
bre  the  maniftllation  and  exercife  of  the  divine  perfec- 
iona,  both  in  Providence  and  grace,  adminifler  to  them 
natter  of  continual  and  increafmg  delight.  There  is 
I  beautiful  reprefentation  of  their  employment.  If.  vi.  i, 
;,  3.  **  In  the  year  that  king  Uzziah  died,  I  faw  alfo  the 
'  Lord  fitting  upon  a  throne,  high  and  lifted  up^  and  his 
'  train  filled  the  temple*  Above  it  flood  the  feraphims: 
'  ea6h  one  had  fix  wings  :  with  twain  he  covered  his  face, 
'  with  twain  he  covered  his  feet,  and  with  twain  did  he 

•  fly.    And  one  cried  unto  another,  and  faid,  Holy,  holy^ 

•  holy,  is  the  Lord  of  hoils;  the  whole  earth  is  full  of  his 

•  glory.*' 

Now  there  is  no  reafon  to  doubt  that  the  work  of  re- 
lemption,  in  all  its  parts,  in  which  they  themfelves  havo 
in  inferior  employ Uicnt,  as  miniftring  fpirits,  under  the 
lominion  of  the  uncreated  angel  of  the  covenant,  mud  be 
I  fource  of  the  pureil  felicity,  and  a  fubjeft  of  the  moft 
devated  praife.  In  a  particular  manner,  the  aflumpiion 
>f  our  nature  into  a  perlbnal  union  with  the  divine.  You 
fee  how  they  fing  praifes  at  the  birth  of  the  Saviour,  Luke 
ii.  13,  14.  "And  fudilenly  there  was  with  the  angel  a 
**  multitude  of  the  heavenly  hoft,  praifing  God,  and  fay- 
^^  ing.  Glory  to  God  in  the  higheft,  and  on  earth  peace, 
^*  good  will  toward  men.'* 

The  humiliation,  fufferings  and  death  of  God's  eternal 
Son,  his  vi£lory  upon  the  crofs,  his  refurredion  from  the 
dead,  and  triumph  over  principalities  and  powers,  that  is 
to  fay,  the  revolted  angels,  mull  liave  often  laid  thefe  fer- 
vantsof  the  living  God,  proftrate  in  adoration.  This  is 
DOC  a  matter  of  conjedure,   but  clearly  revealed  \    the 
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ivhole  plaiTof  redeipption  being  called  a  myfteiy,  wticft 
the  angels  dcfire  to  penetrate,  i  Peter  i.  lO,  ii,  12.  **Of 
•*  which  falvation  the  prophets  have  inquired,  and  fcarched 
^  diligently,  who  prophefied  of  the  grace  that  fhould  come 
"  unto  you:  fearching  what,  or  what  manner  of  time  the* 
•*  Spirit  of  Chrift  which  was  in  them  did  fignify,  when  it 
**  teftified  beforehand  the  fufierings  of  Chrift,  and  the  glo- 
^  ry  that  fhould  follow:  unto  whom  it  was  revealed,  that 
**  not  unto  themfelves,  but  unto  us,  they  did  mhnifterthe 
^  things  which  afe  now  reported  unto  you  by  them  that 
**  have  preached  the  gofpel  unto  you,  with  the  holy  Ghoff 
^  fent  down  from  heaven  ?  which  things  the  angels  defire 
•*  to  look  into/* 

Realize  thefe  gfeat  truths  to  youffelves,  tny  brethren.' 
What  think  you  were  the  views  of  the  innumerable  hoft» 
of  cherubim  and  feraphim,  when  fomeof  them  condufted 
the  afcending  Saviour,  and  others  received  him,  when  he 
entered  within  the  veil!  What  think  you  were  their  views 
when  they  beheld  the  Mediator,  God  Man,  exalted  at  the 
right  hand  of  God,  and  had  a  new  objeft  of  adoration, 
bearing  the  fears  of  his  fufferings,  and  known  by  the  print 
of  the  nails,  and  by  his  bleeding  temples?  Hebrews  i.  6^ 
"  And  again,  when  he  bringeth  in  the  firfl-bej^otten  into 
^  the  world,  he  faith.  And  let  all  the  angels  of  God  wor- 
•*  fliip  him.'*  Or,  when  they  faw  the  dominion  and 
power  with  which  he  was  inverted  as  King  of  kings,  and 
Lord  of  lords,  i  Peter  iti.  22.  "Who  is  gone  into  heaven^ 
•*  and  is  on  the  right  hand  of  God,  angels,  and  authorities^ 
"  and  powers  being  made  fubjeft  unto  him." 

This  renown  of  the  Saviour  muft  have  been  much  great- 
er among  them,  if  it  is  true  what  many  intelligent  divines 
have  fuppofed,  that  by  the  fame  glorious  undertaking  by 
which  he  redeemed  eleft  finners,  he  ellabliflied  and  con*; 
firmed  the  obedient  angels  in  a  flate  of  holinefs  and  happi* 
nefs.  I  fhall  only  further  fay,  that  we  are  exprefsly  told, 
the  adminillration  of  divine  grace,  or  the  government  and 
prefervation  of  the  church  of  Chrift,  is  a  continued  illuftra- 
tion  to  the  fpirits  above  of  his  Father's  wifdom,  Eph.  iii. 
10.  "  To  the  intent  that  now,  unto  the  principalities  and 
^*  powers  in  heavenly  places,  might  be  known  by  the 
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*'  cburfch  the  tnahifold  wirdom  of  God.'*  Agreeably  to 
this  we  find  that;  in  the  book  of  Revelation,  which  opens ' 
the  great  fcene^  of  Providence  in  the  Church  militant^ 
there  are  feveral  ^ifionsr  in  which  the  angels  are  reprefent- 
eti  as  uniting  their  pra;ifes  with  redeemed  finners,  and 
direfting  their  worftiip  to  the  fame  great  objeft.  This 
leads  me  to  obferve, 

(3 .J  That  the  Saviour  jfcquired  immortal  renown  among 
finnei^  of  mankind.  If  the  angels  who  were  either  fpec^ 
tatofs  orily,  or  at  moft  but  partial  Iharers  in  redeeming 
grace,  do  yet  hold  him  in  the  higheft  honor,  what  is,  and 
iniift  be  the  fenfe  of  gratitude  which  dwells  in  the  heart  of 
a  pardoned  fmner  ?  Oli,  my  brethren,  how  many  cir- 
cuninances  concur  to  bind  the  heart  of  the  believer  in 
eternal  bonds  of  gratitude  to  Chrift !  Who  can  conceive 
or  exprefs  the  debt  of  the  finner  to  the  Savicur !  He  is 
redeemed  from  everlafting  deftruftion,  Ite  is  faved  from 
wfath  through  him.  Whoever  is  humbled,  through  fear 
of  the  vengeance  of  a  holy  and  jealous  God,  what  fervent 
love  will  he  bear  to  him,  who  hath  wrought  his  deliver- 
imce,  who  hath  purchafed  his  pardon?  If  he  is  filled  with 
a  deep  fenfe  of  his  own  unworthinefs,  of  his  aggravated 
and  inexcufable  provocations,  with  what  rapture  muft  he 
lodk  upon  that  Saviour,  who  forgave  him  gracioufly,  and 
loved  him  freely  ?  Who  is  not  moved  with  that  inimitable 
picture  of  penitent  love,  when  Mary  Magdalene  came  in 
as  it  i^  related,  Luke  vii,  37,  38.  "And,  behold,  a  wo- 
**  man  in  the  city,  which  was  a  finner,  when  flie  knew 
•*  that  Jefus  fat  at  meat  in  the  Pharifee^s  houfe,  brought 
**  an  alabafter-box  of  ointment,  and  ftood  at  his  feet  be* 
•*  hind  him  weeping,  and  began  to  wafh  his  feet  with  tears^ 
•*  and  did  wipe  them  with  the  hairs  of  her  head,  and  kiff- 
"  ed  his  feet,  and  anointed  them  with  the  ointment.''-— 
And  how  juft  and  proper  that  refledfiOn  of  our  Saviour  in 
the  47th  verfe,  "  \Vherefore,  I  lay  unto  thee.  Her  fins, 
•*  which  are  many,  are  forgiven ;  for  fhe  loved  much  : 
"  bat  to  whom  little  is  forgiven,  the  fame  loveth  little." 
The  believer's  efteem  and  gratitode  muft  be  greatly  in- 
{rreafed  by  confidcring  the  unfpeakable  coft  at  which  his 
deliverance  was  bought,  the  amazing,  and  affcAing  fuflfer- 
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ings  which  the  Redeemer  endured  in  his  room.  When 
he  follows  the  patient  and  immaculate  Saviour,  by  the 
eve  of  faith,  from  his  inward  anguiih  in  the  garden,  to  hit 
Ibameful  fufierings  on  the  accurfed  tree—^with  w^at  re* 
lenting  of  heart,  will  he  view  that  bleifed  head  crowned. 
with  thorns,  that  facred  body  nailed  to  the  crofs  ? — ^And^ 
when  he  carries  forward  his  views  to  the  glory  and  happi^ 
nefs  prepared  for  him,  in  the  Redeemer's  prefence  above, 
what  is  the  fum  of  his  obligations?  What  bounds  can  be 
fet  to  this  conqueror's  renown?  In  what  better  way  can 
We  exprefs  this,  than  by  repeating  and  adopting  thefe  ani- 
mating fongs  of  praife,  which  are  now  making  a  great 
part  of  the  worfhip  of  Heaven,  Rev.  v.  ii,  12,  13,  14. 
^VAnd  I  beheld,  and  I  heard  the  voice  of  many  angels 
<<  round  about  the  throne,  and  the  beads,  and  the  elders : 
^^  and  the  number  of  them  was  ten  thoufand  times  ten 
^  thoufand,  and  thoufands  of  thoofands ;  faying  with  a 
"  loud  voice,  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  flain  to  rc- 
**  ceive  power,  and  riches,  and  wifdom,  and  ftrength,  and 
«*  honor,  and  glory,  and  bleffing.  And  every  creature 
•'  which  is  in  heaven,  and  on  the  earth,  and  under  the 
**  earth,  and  fuch  as  are  in  the  fea,  and  all  that  are  in  them, 
•*  heard  I  faying,  Bleffing,  and  honor,  and  glory,  and 
**  power,  be  unto  him  tliat  fitteth  upon  the  throne,  and  un- 
**  to  the  Lamb,  for  ever  and  ever.  And  the  four  beafts 
•*  faid,  Amen.  And  the  four  and  twenty  elders  fell  down 
•*  and  worfliipped  him  that  liveth  for  ever  and  ever." — 
And  Rev.  vii.  9,  10,  11. 

3.  In  the  lad  place,  the  magnificent  declaration  con- 
ccrning  Chrift  in  the  text,  implies  the  ftability  and  per- 
petuity of  his  kingdom.  The  glorious  promifes  made  to 
the  houfe  and  family  of  David,  have  their  chief  and  full 
accomplifhment  in  Chrift  the  fon  of  David.  The  earthly 
kingdom  erefted  in  that  family,  has  long  ago  been  deftroy- 
cd,  but  the  Redeemer's  fpiritual  kingdom  is  an  everlafting 
kingdom,  and  his  dominion  fhall  have  no  end.  This  was 
the  promife  of  the  Father  to  the  Meffiah,  Pfalm  lxxxix» 
36,  37.  *'  His  feed  fhall  endure  for  ever,  and  his  throne 
**  as  the  fun  before  me.  It  fhall  be  eftablifhcd  for  ever  as 
f*  the  moon,  and  as  a  faithful  witnefs  in  heaven.    Selab.'' 
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It  \t  one  great  end  of  the  facrament  of  th$  Lord's  fup- 
per,  to  perpetaate  the  Redeemer's  name,  *^  as  often  as  ve 
•  eat  this  bread,  and  drink  this  cup,  ye  do  fliettr  fprth  the 
**  Lord's  death  till  he  come,**  and  it  is  a  noble  and  reriv- 
kig  obje£k  of  faith,  that  we  know  that  his  kingdom  ihall 
iland  faft  forever.  Hell  itfelf  may  rage,  and  the  princes 
of  this  workl  may  combine  to  Ihake  his  glorious  throne, 
but  be  that  (its  in  heaven  fiiall  laugh,  the  king  of  Zion 
ihall  bold  thefr  impotent  attempts  in  derifion.  He  fhall 
maintain  his  intereft  in  fpite  of  all  the  efforts  of  his  nume- 
rous  and  inveterate  enemies.  He  hath  often  done  fo  aU 
ready,  and  (hall  continue  to  do  fo,  till  the  end  of  time.' 
Rev.  xvii.  14. 

I  proceed  now  to  make  fome  praftical  application  of 
what  hath  been  faid.     And, 

Firft,  Let  us  arlore  the  wifdom  and  the  power  of  Chrift 

My  brethren.  When  we  confider  the  fimplicity  of  the 
l^fpel,  and  the  fcandal  of  the  crofs ;  when  we  confider 
the  whole  fyftem  of  the  doftrine  according  to  godlinefs, 
and  falvation  by  grace,  how  direflly  contrary  it  is  to  the 
pride  of  our  nature,  how  many  attempts  have  been,  and 
continue  to  be  made  in  every  age,  to  fupprefs  it  by  vio- 
lence,  to  blacken  it  by  flander,  and  to  adulterate  it  by 
mixture ;  it  is  a  (landing  miracle  that  it  has  been  able  to 
hold  its  ground.  Whoever  will  refleft  either  upon  the 
prefent  Rate,  or  the  paft  hiftory  of  the  church  of  Chrtft, 
muft  be  obliged  to  fay,  that  our  faith  does  not  (land  in  the 
wifdqm  of  men,  but  in  the  power  of  God.  I  muft  not 
omit  to  fay  that,  we  arc  perhaps  as  much  indebted  in  this 
nation,  to  the  goocjnefs  of  Providence  in  this  refpect,  as 
any  comer  of  the  earth;  and  I  cannot  but  be  pleafcdwith 
the  choice  which  our  Fathers  made,  of  an  emblem  and 
motto  for  the  church  of  Scotland,  a  bu(h  burning,  but  not 
confumed.  Let  us  rejoice  in  the  faith,  that  the  prince  of 
the  kings  of  the  earth,  who  hath  hitherto  maintained  his 
truths  and  intereft  againft  all  the  powers  and  cunning  of 
earthly  policy,  will  continue  to  preferve  them,  and  that 
**  his  name  (liall  endure  forever :  his  name  (hall  be  com 
**  tiftued  as  long  as  the  fun  :  and  men  (hall  be  blefTed  irv 
^  him ;  all  lAiticns  ihall  call  him  bleOedt'' 
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2.  You  may  learn  from  what  hath  been  faid,  the  guiIt 
ami  danger  of  the  eqemies  of  Chrill ;  pf  all  thofe  who  fet 
light  by  the  glory  of  his  perfon,  and  are  unwilling  tp  bo 
indebted  to  the  riches  of  his  grace.  I  yyould  willingly 
afpire  to  the  character  which  the  appille  Paul  aflumes  to 
bimfelf,  2  Cor.  ii.  17.  ^'For  we  are  not  as  many,  which 
'^  corrupt  the  word  God:  but  a?  of  lincerity,  but  a$  of 
"  God,  in  the  fight  of  God  fpeak  we  ip  Chrill."  Chritt  is 
the  only  foundation  of  a  finner's  hope,  i  Cor.  iii.  11. 
*.^  For  other  foundation  can  no  man  lay  than  that  is  laid, 
"  which  is  Jefus  Glirill.'*  There  may  be  a  form  of  godli- 
nefs ;  nay,  there  may  bean  oQentatious  parade  of  human 
virtue,  but  there  can  be  nothing  of  the  fpirit  and  power  of 
true  religion,  without  a  clear  difcovery  and  fmcere  con- 
feflion  of  our  lofl  and  depraved  (late  by  nature,  without  4 
believing  application  to  the  mercy  ot  God,  through  the 
blood  of  the  atonement.  Think  not  I  liefeech  you,  tq 
frullrate  the  word  of  God.  The  following  tellimony, 
(Comes  from  the  Amen,  the  true  and  faithful  witnefs,  Jobq 
xiv.  6.  '^  1  am  the  way,  and  the  truth,  and  the  life :  nq 
**  man  cometh  unto  the  Father  but  by  me."  If  fo  great 
hpnor  is  put  upon  the  Redeemer  by  God  the  Father,  and 
by  his  holy  angels,  how  unfpeakably  dangerous  muft  it  be, 
for  finntis  to.  defpife  him.  You  can  never  defpife  this 
ordinance  of  GoJ  ior  fab  alien,  but  from  the  greateft  igno- 
rance of  yourfelvcs.  My  heart  bleeds  to  think  ol  the 
delufion  of  the  defpifers  of  the  gofpel.  What  views  can 
you  have  of  the  immaculate  nature  and  holy  law  of  God, 
ji'you  trull  in  yourfelves  that  you  are  righteous  ?  What 
experience  have  you  of  the  liability  of  thji'e  refohitions  tha^ 
have  been  taken,  as  in  your  ftrenpth?  How  weak  and  de- 
fective ic  that  virtue,  which  is  founded  only  on  human 
f>rudence,  or  motives  of  prcfcnt  convenicncy  ?  One  be- 
ieving  view  of  a  Saviour  on  the  crofs,  will  have  a  more 
powerful  influence  in  mortifying  corruptions,  than  all 
other  arguments  whatever.  One  fervent  prayer,  urged 
in  the  name  of  Chriil,  will  be  more  eficdlual  for  yofw:  pre- 
fervation,  than  a  thoufand  merely  human  refolutions. — 
pbey  this  falutary  counfel,  John  xv.  4.  "  Abide  in  me, 
"  and  1  in  you.     As  the  branch  cannot  bear  fiuit  of  itfel^ 
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^^  except  it  abide  in  the  vine :  no  more  can  ye,  exjDept  ye 
^^  abide  in  me." 

3.  From  what  has  been  faici,  Ut  me  be&ech  you  to  try 
yottr  title  to  fet  down  at  the  |^rd*s  table.  This  ordinance 
was  exprefsly  inftituted  for  putting  honor  on  the  Redeem* 
er's  name.  He  is  the  fum  and  fubflance  of  it ;  his  death 
and  fuffertngs,  are  the  immediate  fubjeft  of  it.  Have  you 
then,  my  brethren,  a  high  and  inward  efteem  of  his  pet* 
fon ;  a  deep  fenfe  of  gratitude  for  his  mercy ;  an  entire 
and  iinihaken  reliance  on  his  grace  and  power  ?  Can  you 
call  the  Searcher  of  hearts  to  witi>efs,  that  you  unfeignedly 
approve  of  this  way  of  falvation,  by  which  God  is  glorifi- 
^,  and  the  finner  abafed  ?  Are  you  not  aihamed  to  pro- 
feis  it  i  And  while  others  are  ready  to  defpife  it,  are  you 
kvilling  to  glory  in  it  ?  Does  it  pleafe  you  to  hear  that  the 
Saviour's  name  (hall  endure  forever  ?  Is  it  with  holy  tri« 
Limph,  you  refledt,  that  the  glory  of  his  kingdom  fhall  be 
unchangeable,  and  his  power  to  eternity  itfelf?  If  this  i^ 
pur  difpofitioi),  I  hope  you  will  come  with  acceptance 
to  his  table ;  and  I  would  flatter  myfelf  with  the  pleafing 
^xpeclation,  that  many  of  this  day's  worihippers,  Ihall  be 
:verla(ling  monuments  of  their  Redeemer's  power;  that 
:bey  ihall  be  happy  fubje£ts  of  his  grace,  and  tafte  of  the 
zonfolations  of  his  gofpel  pn  earth,  and  be  heirs  and  par* 
lakers  of  his  glory  in  heaven. 

4.  I  would  improve  this  fubjeft,  by  eameflly  befeech^ 
ng  every  finner  to  embrace  this  falvation,  and  enlift  him- 
ilf  under  the  banner  of  this  renowned  Saviour.  There 
ire  nodoiiht,  many  within  thefe  walls,  who  are  ftill  in  the 
^all  of  bitternefs,  and  in  the  bond  of  iniquity.  O  that  the 
Eledeemer  would  glorify  his  own  power  in  their  ponvi£tion 
ind  their  falvation.  **  Gird  on  thy  fword  upon  thy.  thigh, 
*  O  moft  mighty."  Are  there  not  fome  in  this  affembly, 
vho  are  fenfible  they  are  lying  under  a  load  of  unforgiven 
ruilt ;  that  they  are  ftill  flaves  to  habitual  fin  ?  Does  not 
he  vtry  facred  adlion  we  are  gping  about,  fill  you  with 
ear,  that  you  are  far  from  the  flate  and  temper  of  God'8 
:hildren  ?  Is  not  the  old  nature  fo  ftrong  in  you,  that  you 
lave  good  reafon  to  fufpcft  you  have  never  yet  put  on  the 
lew  ?    Let  me.befeech  and  exhort  you,  to  believe  ip  the 
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name  of  the  Son  of  God.  Hts  merit  is  of  infinite  value ; 
his  power  is  of  infinite  efficacy.  Many  notorious  finners 
liave  been  from  age  to  age,  the  happy  witnefles  of  both. 
Kothing  in  your- condition  ought  to  be  a  difcouragement 
lo  you  &om  applying  to  this  ail-fufficient  Saviour,  he  in- 
vites you  by  me,  or  rather  I  invite  you  by  his  commiflbn, 
and  in  hts  own  terms,  Matth.  xi.  28.  ^'  Come  unto  me, 
^  all  ye  that  labor  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give 
••  you  reft.'*  Ifaiah  Iv.  i.  **  Ho,  every  one  that  thirfteth, 
••  come  ye  to  the  waters,  and  he  that-  hath  no  money: 
**  come  ye,  buy  and  eat;  yea,  come,  buy  wine  and  milk 
•'  without  money  and  without  price."  John  vi.  37.  •*Him 
*•  that  conieth  to  me  I  will  in  no  wife  caft  out."  How 
jDiall  I  urge  your  compliance  ?  is  not  this  name  fo  power. 
ful  that  you  may  fafely  put  your  truil  in  it  ?  Are  you  not 
defirous  that  your  converfion  to  God  Ihould  illuflrate  it 
and  make  it  glorious  ?  I  fhall  leave  the  matter  with  yoa 
after  making  this  remark,  that  in  vain  do  bis  enemies  op- 
pofe  him ;  in  vain  do  finners  defptfe  him.  He  is  getting 
him  a  name  by  the  preaching  of  the  gofpcl.  It  is  ftill 
ferving  its  purpofe,  for  the  calling  and  confirmation  of 
the  veffels  of  mercy,  for  aggravating  the  guilt,  and  in- 
creafing  the  condemnation  of  the  obftinate  and  difobedi- 
ent,  Luke  xx.  17,  18.  "And  he  beheld  ihem,  and  faid, 
*'  What  is  this  then,  that  is  written,  The  ftone  which  the 
•*  builders  rejefted,  the  fame  is  become  the  head  of  the 
♦*  corner?  Whofoever  fhall  fall  upon  that  ftone  (liall  be 
"  broken  ;  but  on  whomfoevcr  it  ihall  fall,  it  will  grind 
♦*  him  to  powder." 

5.  In  the  laft  place,  you  may  learn  from  what  hath  been 
faid,  the  wifdom  of  God,  in  the  inftitution  of  the  Lord's 
fopper,  and  what  ought  to  be  your  employment  at  his 
table*  How  wifely  fitted  is  this  ordinance  to  keep  up  the 
remembrance  of  Chrift  as  a  Saviour,  as  a  fufferiiig  dying 
Saviour.  Perhaps  no  one  ciroumftance  has  coniributed 
more  to  preferve  the  pure  uncorrupted  doftrine  of  thegof- 
pel,  than  the  facramcnt  of  the  Lord's  fupper.  It  fets  the 
truth  before  our  eyes,  while  the  words  of  the  inftitution 
Tcpeats  it  in  our  ears,  i  Cor.  xi.  24.  "  This  is  my  body, 
^  which  is  broken  for  you :  tliis  do  in  renKml>i*ance  oif 
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••  mc.**  And  vcrfc  25th,  "  This  cup  is  the  New  Teft 
'*  ment  in  my  blood :  this  do  ye,  as  oft  as  ye  drink  it,  i 
**  remembrance  of  me/'  Profeffing  Chrifliant,  but 
worldly  minds,  may  be  afhamed  of  the  crofs;  felf-righteoi 
perfons  may  put  fomething  elfe  in  the  room  of  the  cn>£ 
penrerfe  difputers  may  oppofe  it,  or  keep  it  out  of  the 
writings ;  and  erroneous  teachers  may  keep  it  out  of  the 
finnons;  but  there  is  no  keeping  it  out  of  the  facrame 
of  his  fupper.  Under  this  aufpicious  banner,  the  nan 
of  Chriil  has  been  fpread  to  the  mod  diftant  nations,  ai 
handed  dovm  irom  the  moft  diftant  ages,  an(^  io  it  (hi 
continue  till  he  come  again,  "  for  as  often  as  ye  eat  ii 
**  bread,"  &c.  How  then  ought  ye  to  be  employed, 
a  thankful  and  joyful  acceptance  of  falvation  through  I 
blood,  in  the  lively  exercife  of  faith  in  his  power,  in  <i 
riving  from  his  fulnefs  every  thing  neceflary  for  yo 
fupport  under  temptation  or  trial ;  and  in  fervent  prayt 
that  his  name  may  be  hallowed,  his  kingdom  may  conr 
and  his  will  may  be  done  in  earth,  as  it  is  in  Heaven.- 
Amen  and  Amen. 


; 
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The  petitions  of   the   INSINCERE  UNAVAILING. 

SERMON  36. 


Psalm  hvi.  ifi. 

tf  i  regard  Iniquity  in  mij  hearty  the  Lord  Will  not  hear  me^ 

My  Brethren, 

THERE  is  not,  I  think,  a  more  ftriking  light  in 
which  we  can  confider  an  afTembly  of  profeiling 
chridians,  than  as  united  U  their  common  relation  to 
God,  and  upon  an  equal  footing,  as  to  outward  privileges, 
but  very  different,  as  to  their  inward  charafter.  This 
difference  Ihall  only  be  completely  manifefted  in  the  final 
decifion  of  their  ftate  at  the  laft  day.  The  mixture  of 
faints  and  finners  mull  continue  till  that  time,  when  there 
ihall  be  an  eternal  feparation  of  the  precious  from  the  vile, 
of  the  fheep  from  the  goats.  Muft  then,  all  things  con- 
tinue in  fufpence  and  uncertainty  till  the  great  day  ?  Is 
there  no  way  by  which  we  can  judge,  at  prefent,  what 
will  be  the  event  at  that  interefting  period  ? 

What  is  now  the  inward  temper,  or  the  fpiritual  ftate, 
and  what  fhall  be  the  eternal  condition  of  every  perfon 
here  prefent  is  perfeftly  known  to  God,  the  fearcher  of 
all  hearts.  It  cannot  be  known  indeed,  with  any  certain- 
ty,  by  his  fellow  fmners,  but  it  may  be  known  in  a  great 
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meafure,  by  every  one  with  regard  to  himfelf.  It  may 
be  known  with  fuch  a  degree  of  evidence  as  to  deliver 
him  from  diftreffing  anstiety,  and  even  to  fill  him  with 
the  mofl  joyful  hope  and  expe£tation.  Is  not  this  fuffi. 
cient  ?  and  ought  it  not  to  elccite  every  one  of  us  to  a  fi^ 
rious  and  impartial  trial  of  that  great  queftion,  in  which 
we  have  no  lefs  than  an  infinite  concern.  This  ought  to 
be  our  care,  in  a  particular  manner,  when  we  have  in 
view  to  make  a  near  and  folcmn  approach  to  God,  in  his 
fanftuary  on  earth,  becaufe  his  acceptance  of  our  woHhip 
in  the  body,  is  an  earned  and  pledge  of  his  final  appro- 
bation, as  appears  from  the  words  of  the  text,  *'  If  I  re- 
*'  gard  iniquity  in  my  heart,  the  Lord  will  not  hear  nic," 
and  likewile  from  another  paflage,  John  ix.  31.  **  NoWf 
"  we  know  that  God  heareth  not  finiters :  but  if  any  man 
'^  be  a  worfhipper  of  God^  and  doeth  his  wiU,  him  ht 
«  heareth," 

This  Pralm  was  compofed,  in  all  probability  by  the 
Pfalmift  David,  though  fome  are  of  a  contrary  opinion, 
and  attribute  it  to  one  of  the  prophets,  after  the  captivity. 
The  infpired  author  celebrates  the  goodnefs  of  God  in 
fome  fignal  and  national  deliverance,  and  towards  the 
clofe  of  the  Pfalm,  takes  particular  notice  of  the  diflin- 
guifhing  kindnefs  of  God  to  himfelf^  as  in  Pfahn  Ixvi.  i6. 
**  Come  and  hear,  all  ye  that  fear  God,  and  I  will  declare 
**  what  he  hath  done  for  my  foul."  He  then  confiders  the 
countenance  and  acceptance  he  had  met  with  from  God, 
as  an  evidence  of  his  own  fmcerity  in  the  18th  and  iptb 
verfes,  *'  If  I  regard  iniquity  in  my  heart,  the  Lord  will 
**  not  hear  me ;  but  verily  God  hath  heard  me ;  he  hath 
**  attended  to  the  voice  of  my  prayer."  I  cannot  at  this 
time  take  in  the  whole  compafsof  this  fubjefl:,  orconfider 
how  the  one  of  thefe  aflertions  is  related  to  the  other ;  but 
as  the  firft  of  them  contains  an  interefting  truth  of  itfelf, 
and  very  proper  for  the  trial  of  our  (late — I  fhall  endea* 
vor,  through  divine  afliftance,  to  illullrate  it,  in  the  fol-- 
lowing  method, 

I.  I  Ihall  confider  what  is  implied  in  regarding  iniqui^ 
in  the  heart. 
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H.  What  is  to  be  underftood  by  God's  not  hearing  fuch 
perfons.     And, 

III.  I  (hall  make  fome  praftical  improvement  of  the 
fiibjefl,  for  your  in(lni£tion  and  diredion. 

In  thefirft  place,  then,  letusconfider  what  is  implied 
in  regarding  iniquity  in  the  heart.  And  I  think  it  is 
plun,  that  thefe  words  do  not  dire£t]y  point  at  open,  fcan- 
daloDi  and  profane  finners,  who  have  burft  every  bond, 
mnd  look  with  difdain  and  defiance  in  the  face  of  every 
reprover.  There  are  too  many  of  this  charadter,  my  bre« 
thren,  who  fall  under  the  defcription  of  the  prophet  Jere- 
miah, ch.  xliv.  ver.  16  and  firft  claufe  of  the  17th,  and 
who  prafiically  fay,  **  As  for  the  word  that  thou  haft  fpoken 
^  unto  us  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  we  will  no^  hearken 
^  unto  thee.  But  we  will  certainly  do  whatfpever  thing 
"  goeth  forth  out  of  our  own  mouth."  To  thefe  I  (hall 
fpeak  in  the  application  of  the  fubjeA,  as  there  is  no  doubt 
that  they  regard  iniquity  in  the  heart,  fince  they  openly 
and  obftinately  practice  it  in  the  life.  But  certainly  the 
words  of  the  text  do  chiefly  relate  to  thofe  whofe  charac- 
ters are  more  doubtful,  both  to  others  and  to  themfelves. 
Many  there  have  been  in  every  age,  and  there  are  many 
amongft  us,  who  maintain  their  charafters  before  men ; 
bat  when  weighed  in  the  balance  of  the  fanfluary,  (hall 
be  found  wanting  i  but,  at  the  fame  time,  by  the  power 
of  felf-deceit,  they  are  ready  to  fay,  they  (hall  have  peace^ 
though  they  walk  after  the  imagination  of  their  own 
hearts.  For  undeceiving  all  fuch  perfons,  and  for  the 
trial  of  others,  that  they  that  are  approved  may  be  made 
raanifeft,  let  me  bef(?ech  your  attention  to  the  following 
particulars. 

X.  They  regard  iniquity  in  their  hearts,  who  pradlife 
it  fecrctly,  who  are  under  reftraint  from  the  world,  but 
^ire  not  poflrefled  of  an  habitual  fear  of  the  omnifcient  God, 
the  fearcher  of  all  hearts,  and  frorp  whofe  eyes  there  is  no 
xrovering  of  thick  darknefs  where  the  workers  of  iniquity 
may  hide  themfclves.  Jer.  xxiii,  24.  ♦^Can  any  hide 
**  himfelf  in  fecret  places,  that  I  (hall  not  fee  him  ?  faith 
«'  the  lA}rd :  dp  not  I  $11  heaven  and  earth  i   faith  the 
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**  Lord."  If  you  remember  in  what  manner  I  fiatecl  the 
general  meaning  of  the  words,  you  will  be  fenfible  that  I 
do  not  here  chiefly  point  atgrofs  hypocrify,  or  thofe  who 
under  the  cloak  of  religion  pra£tife  all  manner  of  M^'icked- 
nefs  in  their  fecret  retirement.  There  are  many  others 
on  whofe  condudl  the  judgment  of  men  has  a  ftrong, 
though  at  the  fame  time  an  infenGble  eflfeft :  who  are  per- 
haps regular  and  guarded  in  their  vifible  deportment,  but 
on  whom  a  fenfe  of  the  continual  prefence  of  the  invifible 
God»  with  whom  they  have  to  do,  hath  not  a  conmiand- 
ing  and  habitual  influence.  It  is  a  dangerous  fymptom 
of  this,  when  your  repentance  is  very  flight,  andyoueafi- 
)y  forgive  yourfelves  for  thofe  fins  of  which  the  world  is 
Ignorant,  or  in  thofe  that  are  known,  when  you  remem- 
ber  the  fliame  longer  than  the  fin. 

How  many  unhappy  examples  of  this  do  we  fee  every 
day  ?  How  many  can  go  very  eafily  umler  their  fins  that 
are  known  only  to  God,  but  are  filled  widi  vexation  when 
thejThave  been  betrayed  into  what  expofes  them  to  the 
cenfurc  of  their  fellow-creatures.  There  are  fome  who 
fcem  to  be  much  more  affected  with  the  cenfure  of  otliers 
for  trifling  errors,  than  the  difpleafure  of  God  for  heinous 
fins.  Nay,  there  are  to  be  found  fome  who  evidently 
fufter  more  uneafinefs  from  the  cenfure  of  others,  even 
where  it  is  wrong,  than  from  frequent  negledts  or  breaches 
of  the  law  of  God.  Now,  what  fignifjes  the  opinion  of 
others,  when  it  is  founded  on  miftake,  or  malice  ?  I  do 
not  mean,  my  brethren,  toextinguilh,  or  bid  you  endea- 
vor to  extinguifli,  a  fenfe  of  fliame ;  but  let  it  be  fubordi- 
nate  to  the  fear  of  God.  The  diftrefs  of  a  real  penitent 
flaould  arife  from  the  dilhonor  he  hath  done  to  God.  The 
reproach  he  hath  brought  on  religion,  Ihould  wound  him 
more  deeply  than  the  fliame  or  fear  he  hath  brought  upon 
himfclf.  Let  the  fliamefulnefs  of  every  bad  aftion,  bear 
a  part  in  flicwing  you  its  abominable  nature.  But  1  am 
bold  to  afiirm,  that  they  are  llranger?  to  true  penitence, 
in  whom  a  fenfe  of  fliame  is  fironger  than  a  fenfe  of  fin. 

This  attachment  to  fecret  fin  admits  of  various  degrees. 
It  is  fometimes  fironger,  and  fometimes  weaker ;  fome- 
^ime^  general,  and  fometimes  more  confined.     There  are 
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inflances  iii  which  it  appears  chiefly  by  the  continuance 
and  influence  of  fome  one  darling  lufi,  which  the  (inner 
cannot  give  up.  This  holds  its  place  after  others  or  fur« 
rendered ;  and  though  it  dare  not  appear  openly  in  the 
converfation,  retains  its  dominion  in  the  heart,  and  is  in- 
idulged  under  the  covert  of  fccrecy.  The  arguments  ad- 
duced in  its  defence,  the  excufes  ofiered  for  it  by  the  fin- 
der to  his  own  mind,  are  very  many ;  but  that  it  is  a  re« 
garding  iniquity  in  the  heart,  appears  from  its  being  con- 
ccililed.  It  would  feek  no  hiding  place,  if  it  were  not  one 
of  the  works  of  darknefs. 

a.  They  regard  iniquity  in  the  heart,  who  entertain 
and  indulge  the  defire  of  fin,  although  in  the  courfe  of  pro« 
vidence,  they  may  be  retrained  from  the  adual  commiflion 
of  it.  I  am  perfuaded  die  inflances  are  not  rare,  of  men 
feeding  upon  finful  dc;fires,  even  when  through  want  of 
opportunity,  through  the  fear  of  man,  or  through  fome 
partial  reftraint  of  confcience,  they  dare  not  carry  them 
into  execution.  This  will  be  beil  illuflrated  by  particular 
examples;  and  therefore,  I  fliall  jull  mention  the  three 
following — impurity,  fenfuality,  and  malice. 

Men  may  indulge  themfelves  in  unchafte  and  lafcivi* 
ous  thoughts ;  they  may  allow  their  imaginations  to  run 
out  upon  fuch  fubjects,  meditate  and  dwell  upon  them 
with  delight,  drink  in  with  pleafure  fuch  difcourfes  or  fuch 
vrritings  as  prefent  them  with  polluted  images,  although 
they  are  reftrained  from  the  commilfion  of  grofs  a£ts  of  un- 
cleannefs.  All  who  voluntarily  indulge  themfelves  in 
fuch  mental  impurity,  who  think  it  enough  to  abdain  from 
the  criminal  aftion,  or  perhaps  maintain  fome  prudent 
referve  and  decency  of  converfation,  but  do  not  make 
confcience  of  watching  over  their  inward  defires;  beyond 
all  queilion,  they  regard  iniquity  in  the  heart.  For  this 
we  havQ  the  exprefs  tefllmony  of  our  bleffed  Saviour, 
Matthew  v.  27,  28.  **  Ye  have  heard  that  it  was  faid  by 
"  them  of  old  time.  Thou  flialt  not  commit  adultery  ;  but 
^^  I  fay  unto  you,  that  whofoever  looketh  on  a  woman  to 
**  lull  after  her,  hath  committed  adultery  with  her  already 
*'  in  his  heart."     Again, 
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Men  may  habitually  indulge  themfelves  in  ienfualhy  of 
heart,  when  they  have  little  or  no  opportunity  of  giving 
the  rein  to  fenfuality  in  pra£tice.  They  may  pleafe  them- 
felves with  the  imagination  or  ezpe£tation  ci  worldly 
greatnefs,  or  worldly  delights.  Such  things  may  be  the 
theme  of  their  meditation,  and  the  obje&s  of  their  finfiil 
affedions,  although  they  fhall  never  come  into  their  pof- 
feflion*  Their  fenfuality  of  heart  may  difcover  itfi^f  by 
impatient  complaints  of  their  own  ftate,  which  hag  not 
given  them  the  means  of  indulgence,  or  by  envious  re- 
pining at  the  outward  profperity  of  others,  who  are  mora 
liberally  provided  for.  Nay,  I  would  fay  the  fame  thing 
of  thofe  who  have  the  means  of  gratification,  and  yet  are 
ufually  fober,  if  their  refiraint  is  owing  to  no  better  prio* 
ciple  than  the  fear  of  ficknefs,  or  the  fear  of  man. 

Once  more,  men  may  indulge  themfelves  in  malico 
againft  others,  although  it  be  chiefly  confined  to  the  fecret 
working  of  their  hearts.  Prudence  or  cowardice  may  bin* 
der  men  from  doinp;  mifchief,  even  when  they  are  full  of 
inward  malice.  Envy,  that  corroding,  wafting  worm, 
chiefly  preys  upon  the  heart.  Men  may  rejoice  at  the  ca» 
lamities  of  others,  or  indulge  refentment  of  fuppofed  in- 
juries, which  is  never  carried  into  efFeft.  All  fuch,  my 
brethren,  regard  iniquity  in  their  heart,  and  are  living  in 
the  wilful  and  deliberate  breach  of  the  law  of  God,  which 
is  pure  and  fpiritual,  and  hath  the  heart  as  its  principal 
objeft.  Matth.  v.  21,  22.  ♦^  Ye  have  heard  that  it  was 
"  faid  by  them  of  old  time.  Thou  Ihalt  not  kill  ;  and, 
*'  whofoever  fhall  kill,  fliall  be  in  danger  of  the  judgment. 
"  But  I  fay  unto  you,  that  whofoever  is  angry  with  his 
"  brother  without  a  caufe,  (hall  be  in  danger  of  the  judg- 
"  mcnt :  and  whofoever  fliall  fay  to  his  brother,  Raca, 
"  (hall  be  in  danger  of  the  counfel :  but  whofoever  (hall 
*'  fay,  Thou  fool,  fliall  be  in  danger  of  hell-fire." 

3.  They  regard  iniquity  in  the  heart,  who  reflect  upon 
pall  fins  with  delight,  or  without  fincere  humiliation  of 
mind.  Perhaps  our  real  difpofition,  both  towards  fin  and 
duty,  may  be  as  certainly  difcovered  by  the  ftale  of  our 
minds  after,  as  in  the  time  of  adlion.  The  (Irength  and 
fiiddennefs  of  temptation  may  betray  even  a  good  man 
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into  the  commiiTion  of  fm ;  the  backwardnefs  of  heart  and 
power  of  inward  corruption,  may  make  duty  burdenfome^ 
and  occafion  many  defedts  in  the  performance:  but  every 
real  Chriftian  remembers  his  paft  fins  with  unfeigned  con« 
•  trition  of  fpirit,  and  a  deep  fenfe  of  unworthinefs  before 
God;  and  the  difcbarge  of  his  duty,  however  difficult  it 
may  have  been  at  the  time,  afibrds  him  the  utmoft  plea-* 
fure,  on  refle£tion.  It  is  otherwife  with  many :  they 
can  remember  their  fins  without  forrow,  they  can  fpeak 
of  them  without  ihame,  and  fometimes  even  with  a  mix<k 
turc  of  boafting  and  vain-glory.  Did  you  never  hear 
them  recall  their  paft  follies,  and  fpeak  of  them  with  fuch 
reliiht  that  it  feems  to  be  more  to  renew  the  pleafure,  than 
to  regret  the  fin.  Even  fuppofing  fuch  perfons  to  have 
forfaken  the  pra£lice  of  fome  fins,  if  they  can  thus  look 
back  upon  them  with  inward  complacency,  their  feeming 
reformation  muft  be  owing  to  a  very  different  caufe  from 
renovation  of  heart.  How  oppofite  the  fentiments  of  Job^ 
who  confiders  his  af{li£tions  as  a  vifitation  of  God  for  his 
llns  in  early  life.  Job  xiii.  26,  "  For  thou  writeft  bitter 
^^  things  againft  me,  and  makeft  me  to  poffefs  the  iniqui- 
•*  ties  of  my  youth,'*  See  alfo  the  prayer  of  the  Pfalmift, 
Pfalm  XXV,  7,  "  Remember  not  the  fins  of  my  youth,  nor 
•*  my  tranfgreflions :  according  to  thy  mercy  remember 
**  thou  me,  for  thy  goodnefs  fake,  O  Lord." 

4.  They  regard  iniquity  in  the  heart,  who  look  upon 
the  fins  of  others  with  approbation,  or  indeed,  who  can 
behold  them  without  grief.  Sin  is  fo  abominable  a  thing, 
fo  diflionoring  to  God,  and  fo  deflru£tive  to  the  fouls  of 
men,  that  no  real  Chriilian  can  witnefs  it  without  concern. 
Hence  it  is  fo  frequently  taken  notice  of  in  fi:ripture,  at 
the  chara£ler  of  a  fervant  of  God,  that  he  mourns  for  the 
fins  of  others,  Pfal.  cxix.  136, 158,  "  Rivers  of  water  run 
*•  down  mine  eyes :  becaufc  they  keep  not  thy  law.  I  be- 
"  held  the  tranlgreffors,  and  was  grieved :  becaufe  they 
"  kept  not  thy  word."  See  alfo  the  language  of  the  pro- 
phet Jeremiah,  chap.  xiii.  17.  '*  But  if  ye  will  net  hear 
**  it,  my  foul  (hall  weep  in  lecret  places  for  your  pride ; 
**  and  mine  eye  (hall  weep  fore,  and  run  down  with  tears, 
\^  becaufe  the  I^ord's  flock  is  carried  away  captive.''    a 
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Peter  ii.  7,8,  "  And  delivered  juft  Lot,  Vexed  with  the 
**  filthy  corlverfation  of  the  wicked  :  (for  that  righteous 
•*  man  dwelling  among  them^  in  feeing  and  hearing, 
•*  vexed  his  righteous  foul  from  day  to  day  with  their  un- 
•*  lawful  deeds)."  Have  we  then  among  us  any,  my  bre- 
thren, who  can  look  upon  the  fins  of  others  with  compla- 
cency or  approbation,  who  excufe  or  palliate,  who  juftii 
fy  or  dcJend  them,  how  different  is  their  temper  from  that 
of  the  fcriptufc  faints  juft  now  referred  to  ?  Whatever 
outward  regularity  they  may  poffcfs  or  pretend  to,  it  is 
plain  they  are  of  the  number  of  thofc  who  regard  iniquity 
in  the  heart.  To  fome  fins  their  own  nature  may  not 
prompt  them,  from  others,  the  fear  of  man  may  reftratn 
them  ;  but  the  holy  fpirit  furely  never  has  reformed  them. 
It  is  an  infallible  maxim,  that  no  man  can  think  light* 
\y  of  fjn  in  others,  who  has  an  unfeigned  hatred  of  it  in 
himfelf.  . 

This  will  hold  with  equal  or  with  greater  ftrength,  as 
to  thofe  who  make  the  fins  of  others  the  fubje£t  of  theif 
mirth  and  entertainment.  The  wife  man  tells  us,  Prov. 
xiv.  9,  *' Fools  make  a  mock  of  fin.*'  And  the  obferva- 
tion  will  hold  equally  true,  whether  we  confider  the  fin 
committed,  or  the  danger  of  the  finner.  Is  there  any  thing 
we  fhould  hate  more  than  what  is  fo  ofFenfive  to  God  ;  of 
which  he  hath  exprefled  his  deteflation  ?  And  muft  he 
not  regard  iniquity  in  the  heart,  who  can  find  pleafure  in 
what  fhould  be  viewed  by  every  Chriflian  with  horror  ? 
And  what  name  does  he  dcferve,  who  can  make  himfclf 
merry  with  the  everlafling  perdition  of  his  fellow-crea- 
tures ?  We  have  the  greaieft  reafon  to  lament  the  pre- 
valence of  fin  amongft  us,  and  the  boldnefs  of  finners  ; 
and  little  lefs,  to  lament  the  reception  which  both  fin  and 
finners  meet  with  among  thole,  of  whom  better  things 
might  have  been  expected. 

•  5.  In  the  laft  place,  I  fufpedl  that  they  regard  fin  in  the 
heart,  who  are  backward  to  bring  themfelves  to  the  trial, 
and  who  are  not  truly  willing,  that  God  himfelf  would 
fearch  and  try  them.  Sin  often  lurks  fecretly,  and  in  dif- 
guife.  He  is  a  ftranger  to  religion,  who  dots  not  know 
this  from  experience.     Hear  the  language  of  the  Pfalmifi^ 
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'  Pfal.  xix.  12,  "Who  can  underftand  his  errors  ?  cleanfe 
"  thou  nie  from  fccret  faults."  l?^f,  cxxxix,  23,  24.  "Search 
"  me,  O  God,  and  know  my  heart :  try  me,  and  know 
**  my  thoughts,  and  fee  if  there  be  any  wipked  way  in 
"  me,  ancTlead  me  in  the  way  everlafling." 

If  any,  therefore,  are  unwilling  to  be  tried,  if  they  are 
backward  to  felfcxamination,  it  is  an  evidence  of  a  ftrong 
and  powerful  attachment  to  fin.  It  can  proceed  from  no- 
thing but  from  a  fecret  dread  of  fome  difagreeable  difcove- 
fy  of  the  detection  of  fome  luft,  which  they  cannot  cori- 
fent  to  forfake.  TJie  force  of  confcience  is  fuch,.  that 
ibme  deception  is  necc/fary  to  keep  the  finnef  in  peace 
with  himfelf.  Too  much  light  would  either  debar  himi 
from  his  delights,  or  poifori  the  enjoyment  of  them.  This 
i^  ftrongly  defcribed  by  otir  Saviour,  John  iii.  20.  "For 
**  every  one  that  doeth  evil  hateth  the  li§ht,  neither  cometh 
*•*  to  the  light,  left  his  deeds  fhould  be  reproved.*' 

We  proceed  now  to  the  fecond  thing  propofed,  which 
was  to  Ihow  what  is  to  be  underllood  by  God's  not  hearing 
thofe  who  regard  iniquity  in  their  hearts.  This  expref- 
tion  of  God's  not  hearing  them,  may  be  confidered  very 
generally,  as  fignifying  that  they  are  not,  nor  while  they 
Continue  in  that  temper  can  be,  the  objefls  of  his  favor  ; 
lie  will  not  remember  them  with  the  love  which  he  beareth 
^o  his  chofen.  But  as  the  expreilion  is  ufed  in  fome  par-| 
ticular  and  dillindl  fignifications  in  fcripture,  which  will 
merit  our  attention,  I  (liall  briefly  mention  the  Chief  of 
them,  which  feem  to  be  the  four  following. 

I.  He  will  not  hear  them  when  they  cry  to  him  for  de- 
liverance from  afHidlion.  1  take  this  to  be  at  leaft  one 
thing,  if  riot  the  main  thinp,  intended  by  the  Pfalmift  in 
t*he  paiTage  where  the  text  lies.  After  giving  praife  to 
God  for  a  fignal  deliverance,  he  draws  this  comfortable 
tonclufion  from  it,  '"  If  I  regard  iniquity  in  my  heart,  the 
'*  Lord  will  not  hear  xn6i  but  verily  God  hath  heard  me  : 
**  he  hath  attended  to  the  voice  of  my  prayer.'*  It  is  one 
**  of  the  characters,  as  well  as  one  of  the  privileges  of  the 
children  of  God,  that  they  fly  to  him  as  their  refuge  in 
didrefs;  and  he  hath  given  his  gracious  promife,  that  he 
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will  hear  them  in  mercy,  Pf.  xti.  15.  "  He  (hall  caB  upofl 
*'  me,  and  I  will  anfwer  him:  I  will  be  with  him  in  trdu- 
"  ble,  I  will  deliver  him,  and  honor  him.^  Pfalm  1.  15. 
**  And  call  upon  me  in  the  day  of  trouble ;  I  will  deliver 
^  thee,  and  thou  flialt  glorify  me."  But  thofe  who  re^^ard 
iniquity  in  their  hearts,  have  no  reafon  to  expcft  that  God 
ili^ill  hear  them  in  this  fenfe.  They  are  liable  to  the  cala* 
mities  of  human  life;  they  are  liable  to  the  firokes  of 
God's  righteous  Providence :  but  they  have  no  title  to  go 
to  him  for  relief.  Every  affliflion  carries  in  it  the  fevcrity 
of  a  judge,  without  any  mixture  of  (he  mercy  of  a  father. 
It  is  true,  that  wicked  men  do  fometimes  cry  to  God  in 
didrefs,  but  not  in  the  f]pirit  of  bis  children  ;  and  as  vff 
learn  from  this  paflage,  their  prayers^  do  not  find  accept 
tance  with  him. 

There  are  three  different  oBjefls  of  defire  to  a  good  man, 
while  in  affliftion :  the  divine  prcfence  to  fopport  him 
tinder  it;  the  fanftified  ufe  of  it,  for  the  improvement  of 
the  fpiritual  life;  and  in  due  time,-  com  pleat  deliverance 
from  it.  The  two  firft,  he  that  regards  iniquity  in  his 
heart,  will  hardly  alk ;  and  the  hft  he  fliali  not  be  able  to 
obtain.  The  prayer  of  one  unacquainted  with  God,  is 
little  better  than  the  howling  of  defpair  and  terror,  without 
any  mixture  of  filial  confidence.  Hofea,  vii.  14.  **  And 
**  they  have  not  cried  unto  me  with  their  heart,  when  they 
**  howled  upon  their  beds.'*  As  to  the  fanftified  ufe  of 
their  fufferings,  they  neither  afli  nor  receive  it ;  on  the 
contrary,  they  are  commonly  made  worfe  by  their  fuffer- 
ings, as  earthen  Veflels  are  but  hardened  in  the  fire*'  And 
as  to  deliverance  from  fuffering,  they  fliall  never  obtain 
Hiore  than  perhaps  a  temporary  fufpenfion  of  outward 
ftrokes,  till  they  fill  up  the  mcafure  of  their  iniquities,  and 
be  ripe  for  final  deftrudlion. 

I  cannot  help,  juft  hinting  in  this  place,  that  when  God 
vifits  his  children's  f^auhs  with  rods,  and  their  fins  with 
challifementG,  till  they  forfake  their  fins  by  true  repen- 
tance,  he  will  not  hear  them.  If  they  have  departed  from 
the  paths  of  truth  and  righteoufnefs,  if  they  have  taken  ef 
the  accurfed  thing  between  him  and  them,  there  cannot 
ie  peacCy  Ifaiah  lix.  i,  ^^  Behold,  the  Lord's  hand  is  net 


insincere  uncroailin^  33  jc 

^  fiortened,  that  it  cannot  fave ;  neither  his  ear  heavy, 
**  that  it  cannot  hear.*'  The  very  intention  of  affliftion 
to  the  children  of  God,  istofeparate  them  from  fin,  and 
it  mpft  contioue.jtill  it  produces  its  effeO:.  What  he  fays 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Jerufalem,  in  general,  is  but  an  em- 
blem of  the  manner  in  which  he  will  treat  every  particular 
perfon  of  the  true  IfraeJ,  Ifaiah  i^  ^5,  "  And  I  will  turn 
"my  hand  upon  thee,  and  purely  purge  away  thy  drofs, 
*'  and  take  away  all  thy  tin  :** 

;fc.  He  will  not  hear  tbem,  when  they  intercede  for 
others.  It  is  in  this  fenfe,  that  the  word  is  ufed  in  the 
^fpel  according  to  John  ix.  31.  "Now,  we  know  that, 
**  God  heareth  not  finnei^  :  but  if  any  man  be  a  worfhip- 
"  per  of  God,  and  doth  bis  will^  him  he  heareth.''  We 
are  exprefsly  taught  by  the  apoftle  James,  that  it  is  the 
prayer  of  faith,  and  the  prayer  of  the  righteous  that  hath 
power  with  God,  James  v.  15,  j6.  "  And  the  prayer  of 
*'  faith  (hall  fave  the  fick,  and  the  Lord  fliall  raife  him  up ; 
**'  and  if  he  have  committed  fins,  they  fliall  be  forgiven 
**  him.  Confefs  your  faults  one  to  another,  and  pray  one 
**  for  another,  that  ye  may  be  healed.  The  effeftual  fer^ 
**  vent  prayer  of  a  righteous  man  availeth  much."  I  am 
f^nfible,  my  brethren,  that  this  will  feem  of  very  little 
moment  to  many,  or  probably  to  the  greateft  part  of  thofe, 
who  regard  iniquity  in  their  hearts.  Not  much  accu(lom« 
^  to  the  exercife  of  prayer  for  themfelves,  it  will  make 
but  a  light  imprefllon  on  them,  to  be  told  that  they  will 
pot  be  heard  in  their  Interceflion  for  others.  The  truth 
is,  many,  if  they  would  attend  to  it,  carry  their  own  con- 
demnation in  themfelves,  from  this  very  circumflance* 
Confciou^  that  they  have  little  intereft  at  the  throne  of 
grace,  they  feldom  think  of  employing  it  at  all.  But 
confidering  that  there  is  fcarcely  any  i^erfon  wholly  unre- 
lated to  others,  and  that  many  have  occafion,  from  time 
to  time,  to  fee  thofe  to  whom  they  are  united  by  the  moft 
tender  ties,  lying  under  the  preflure  of  affli£lion,  it  ought 
to  cover  them  with  confufion,  that  they  know  not  what  it 
is  to  look  to  God,  as  the  hearer  of  prayer,  and  to  lend  that 
help,  which  they  may  fhortly  require.  When  we  fee  one 
II)erQ|3$r  Qf  9  family  lying  under  the  rod,  9nd  9  profkfi; 
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hufcand  or  wife,  parent  or  child,  {landing  by  in  hopelefe 
diftrefs,  and  prayerlefs  tears,  it  is  hard  to  fay  which  of  th^ 
two  is  the  greater  objedl  of  compaffion. 

And  what  an  incitement  fhould  it  be  to  thofe,  who  are 
often  called  to  the  duty  of  interceffion,  either  from  their 
office  or  their  charafter,  to  walk  cifcumfpe£Uy,  that  they 
fnay  not  mar  their  confidence  in  God.  Let  them  guard 
with  double'  diligence  againfl  any  thing  that  is  provoking 
to  God.  Let  them  ftrive  to  keep  clear  their  iritcreft  in  bis 
favor,  left  they  fhould  at  once  wound  their  peace  and 
deftroy  their  lifefulriefs;  for  if  they  regard  iniquity  in  their 
heart,  the  Lord  will  not  hear  them. 

3.  He  will  not  hear  them  when  they  draw  near  to  him 
in  worfhip.  This  alfo,  is  often  the  meaning  6f  the  ex- 
preffion  infcripture,  Ifaiah  i.  14, 15.  "  Your  new  moons, 
"  and  your  appointed  feafts  my  foul  hateth  :  they  are  a 
**  trouble  unto  me;  t  am  weary  to  bear  them.  And  when 
**  ycfpread  forth  your  hands,  I  will  hide  mine  eyes  from 
*'  you;  yea,  when  ye  make  many  prayers  I  will  not  hear : 
"  your  hands  are  full  of  blood."  There  are  many  other 
paffages  to  tlie  fame  purpofe,  particularly  that  of  Solomon, 
Prov.  XV.  8.  "The  facrifice  of  the  wicked  is  an  abomina- 
*'  tion  to  the  Lord:  but  the  prayer  of  the  upright  is  his 
"  delight."  The  Pfalmift  was  fo  fenfible  of  this,  that  he 
fays,  Pfalm  v.  4,  5,  6,  7.  *'  For  thou  art  not  a  God  that 
**  hath  pleafure  in  wickcdnefs ;  neither  Ihall  evil  dwell 
*'  with  thee.  The  fooliih  fliall  not  (land  in  thy  fight:  thou 
**  hateft  all  workers  of  iniquity.  Thou  Ihalt  deftroy  them 
*'  that  fpeak  leafing:  the  Lord  will  ablior  the  bloody  and 
*'  deceitful  man.  But  as  for  me,  I  will  come  into  thy 
"  houfe  in  the  multitude  of  thy  mercy  ;  and  in  thy  fear 
"  will  I  worfhip  toward  thy  holy  teniple." 

This  ought  to  make  a  deep  and  fcfrious  impreffion  on 
your  minds.  There  are  but  too  many  who,'  though  they 
live  in  the  pradtice  of  fin  and  regard  iniquity  in  their 
hearts,  do  yet  continue  their  outward  attendance  on  the 
ordinances  of  divine  inftitution,  and  at  ftated  times  lay 
hold  of  the  feals  of  God's  covenant.  Shall  they  find  any 
acceptance  with  him  ?  No.  He  counts  it  a  profane 
tnockery;  he  counts  it  a  facrileglous  ufurpation,  Pfalm  K 
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j[6, 17.  "  But  unto  the  wicked  God  faith,  What  haft  thoa 
**  to  do  to  declare  my  ftatutes,  or  that  thou  fliouldft  take 
J*  my  covenant  in  thy  mouth  ?  Seeing  thou  hatcft  in- 
"  ftrudtion,  and  cafteft  my  words  J)ehind  thee."  Shall 
they  have  any  cpmfprt  in  it  ?  No,  unlefs  in  fo  far  as  in 
righteous  judgment  he  fufiers  them  to  be  deceived,  and 
they  are  deceived,  and  moft  unhappy  they,  who  lie  long- 
eft  under  the  delufion,  Pfalm  1.  21.  "Thefe  thing?  haft 
V  thou  done,  and  I  kept  filence  :  thou  thoughteftthat  I 
"  was  altogether  fuch  an  one  as  thyfelf;  but  1  will  reprove 
."  thee,  and  fet  them  in  order  before  thine  eyes."  Shall 
they  have  any  benefit  by  it  ?  No,  inftead  of  appeafmg 
his  wrath,  it  provokes  his  vengeance.  Inftead  of  enlight- 
ening their  mincjs,  it  blinds  their  eyes.  Inftead  of  fanc- 
fifying  their  nature,  it  hardens  their  hearts.  See  a  de- 
fcription  of  thofe  who  had  been  long  favored  with  outward 
privileges,  and  gloried  in  them,  John  xii.  39, 40,  *'There- 
^'^  fore  they  could  not  believe,  becaufe  that  Efaias  faid 
.**  again.  He  hath  blinded  their  eyes,  and  hardened  their 
>*  heart ;  that  they  fliould  not  fee  with  their  eyes,  nor  un- 
.•*  derftand  with  their  heart,  and  be  converted,  and  I  ftiould 
**  heal  thern."  So  that  nothing  is  more  effential  to  an 
acceptable  approach  to  God,  in  the  duties  ofhisworfliip 
in  general,  and  particularly  to  receiving  the  feals  of  his 
covenant,  than  a  thorough  and  univerfal  feparation  from 
all  known  fm.  Job  xi.  13,  14.  "If thou  prepare  thine 
**  heart,  and  ftretch  out  thine  hands  towards  him  ;  if  ini- 
**  quity  be  in  thine  hand,  put  it  far  away,  and  let  not 
**  wickednefs  dwell  in  thy  taberqacles." 

4.  He  will  not  hear  them  when  they  cry  for  mercy  at 
laft.  Sooner  or  later  the  finner's  eyes  (hall  be  opened* 
Sooner  or  later  he  fhall  be  convinced  of  the  folly  of  his 
fniferable  choice.  Many  of  thofe  who  regard  iniquity  in 
their  hearts,  fleep  in  fecurity,  and  flatter  themfelves  with 
miftaken  hopes;  but.  Gal.  vi.  7,  " Be  not  deceived :  God 
f*  is  not  mocked  ;  for  whatfoever  a  man  foweth,  that  ftiall 
**  he  alfo  reap."  From  the  account  given  by  our  Saviour, 
it  would  appear  that  the  final  fentence  fliall,  in  many  in- 
flances,  t)e  matter  of  furprife  as  well  as  terror  to  the  fin- 
ner«  Matt.  vii.  22,  23,  *'  Many  will  fay  to  me  in  that  day, 
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"  Lord,  Lord,  have  wc  not  prophefied  in  thy  name  ?  and 
**  in  thy  name  have  call  out  devils  ?  and  in  thy  name 
•*  done  many  wonderful  works  ?  And  then  will  I  profefs 
<*  unto  them,  I  never  knew  you;  depart  from  me,  ye  that 
•*  work  iniquity.*'  Nay,  perhaps  we  may  fay  that  to 
fome,  the  day  of  God's  mercy  may  be  over  before  the 
clofe  of  life;  and  they  may  find  no  place  for  repentance,, 
though  they  may  feek  it  carefully,  and  with  tears.  Not 
but  that  wherever  there  ijs  true  penitence,  even  at  the 
eleventh  hour,  forgivenefs  will  be  the  effeft ;  t>ut  we  may 
juftly  fuppofe  that  there  may  be  a  defpairing  cry  for  mercy, 
from  the  apprehenfions  of  impending  judgment,  without 
any  thorough  conviftion  of  fin.  The  receptipn  that  fuch 
will  meet  with,  and  the  reafon  upon  which  it  is  founded, 
is  reprefented  in  the  ftrongeft  language,  Prov.  i.  24,  25, 
^6,  27,  28,  **  Becaufe  I  have  called,  and  ye  refufed;  I 
^'  have  ftretched  out  my  hand,  and  no  man  regarded ; 
^*  but  ye  have  fet  at  nought  all  my  counfel,  and  would 
"  none  of  my  reproof:  I  alfo  will  laugh  at  your  calamity; 
**  1  will  mock  when  your  fear  cometh:  when  your  fear 
**  cometh  as  defolation,  and  your  deftruftion  cometh  as  a 
"  whirlwind ;  when  diftrefs  and  anguifli  cometh  upon 
you :  then  (hall  they  call  upon  me,  but  1  will  not  an- 
iwer  ;  they  Ihall  feck  ipe  early,  but  they  fliall  not  find 


I  proceed  now  to  make  fome  praftical  improvement 
of  this  fubjeft  for  your  inftru6Vion  and  direftion.  And, 
1.  SuflFer  me  to  fpeak  a  little  to  thofe  whp  live  in  the  open 
habitual  praftice  of  grofs  fin.  It  grieves  me  to  think, 
my  brethren,  that  any  fuch  fhould  be  found  or  fuppofed 
in  this  worfliipping  aflembly.  It  diftrefles  me  ftill  more, 
to  think  that  any  fuch  fhould  have  the  prefumption  to  alk, 
or  the  art  to  obtain  permiflion,  and  the  dreadful  hardinefs 
to  fit  down  at  the  Lord's  table.  I  fliall  defcribe  you  not 
by  your  names,  which  are  known  to  men,  but  your  cha- 
rafters  and  hearts,  which  are  open  before  God.  Svveart 
ers  and  profaners  of  Jehovah's  name,  defpifers  of  his  Sab- 
baths,  fcorners  of  facred  things,  neglefter^  of  prayer,  fons 
of  violence,  midnight  rioters,  be?tfily  drunkards,  unclean 
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fomicatoi^,  takers  and  holders  of  unjuft  gain,  liars  and 
flanderers,  hard-hearted  oppreffors,  and  whofoevcr  liveth 
tinder  the  dominion  of  known  fin.  Is  the  nature  of  God 
fo  holy,  is  his  law  fo  fpiritual,  is  his  judgment  fo  fevere^ 
that  thofe  who  but  regard  iniquity  in  their  hearts,  Ihall 
inevitably  perifh ;  then  how  fhall  you  efcape  the  damna<( 
tion  of  hell  ?  Is  memory  fo  unfaithful,  as  not  now  tOf 
bring  your  fms  to  remembrance  ?  Is  confcience  fo  fear- 
ed as  not  to  charge  you  with  the  guilt  ?  Can  you  doubt 
the  being,  do  you  not  feel  the  prefence,  do  you  not  fear 
the  judgment  of  God  ?  "  The  wicked  (hall  be  turned  m* 
^^  to  hell,  and  all  the  nations  that  forget  God }  fot  Tophet 
•*  is  ordained  of  old,"  &c* 

Oh,  that  it  would  pleafe  God,  by  his  omnipotent  grace, 
to  reach  your  hearts,  to  (hake  your  confidence,  to  humble 
you  to  the  duft.  I  call  God  to  record,  that  you  have  re- 
ceived warning.  I  know  that  you  may  defpife  it ;  I  am 
afraid  that  many  will  do  fo.  Away  to  your  cups,  away  to 
the  blefled  ftage,  that  dear  friend  to  virtue ;  away  to  your 
merry,  focial  life,  drink  confufion  to  your  preachers,  and 
pour  forth  every  term  of  reproach  that  your  little  wit  can 
fuggeil,  againll  thefe  poor  prieft-ridden  creatures,  who  are 
afraid  of  their  minifler's  reproof,  Ala&,  alas  !  when  the 
king  of  terrors,  on  his  pale  horfe,  fliall  make  his  approach, 
you  will  be  of  another  mind,  unlefs  perhaps,  as  it  often 
happens,  you  meet  with  a  fudden  call,  an  immediate 
tranflation  from  the  fire  of  luft  to  the  fire  of  helK 

1.  Let  me  intreat  you,  my  dear  brethren,  from  what  has 
been  faid,  to  fcarch  and  try  yourfelves,  whether  you  regard 
iniquity  in  your  hearts,  or  not.  Thiais  the  rather  necef- 
fary,  as  you  have  in  view  an  immediate  and  folemn  ap- 
peal to  God,  that  you  are  fincere  in  his  covenant.  Does 
the  fear  of  the  Lord  pofiefs  you  in  fecret,  as  well  as  in  pub- 
lic ?  Are  you  willing  that  it  fhould  be  fo  ?  Is  it  your  daily 
ftudy,  and  is  it  the  fubjeft  of  your  daily  prayer,  to  have 
a  deeper  and  more  lively  impreflion  of  his  prefence  upon 
your  ipirits  ?  Is  it  truly  matter  of  comfort  to  you,  when 
you  are  delivered  from  the  fear  of  human  cenfure,  or  de- 
fire  of  human  approbation  ?  Have  you  ever  got  above 
both  in  your  experience,  and  do  you  not  wifh  to  maintain 
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the  fuperiorlty.?  If  it  is  fo,  happy,  happy  are  you  indeed  i 
and  may  the  Lord  bimfeff  lift  up  his  countenance  upon 
you,  and  give  you  peace. 

Do  you  know  what  it  is  to  mourn  over  fccret  fins,  the 
vanity  of  your  minds,  the  worldlinefs  of  your  affeftions  ? 
And  do  you  truly  make  confcience  of  keeping  the  heart 
with  all  diligence,  becaufe  out  of  it  are  the  iffues  oriifc? 
I  will  not  afk  becaufe  I  know  you  cannot  deny,  tfiat  you 
have  had  many  finful  thoughts,  in  breach  of  every  com- 
mand of  God.  But  are  they  approved,  or  abhorred  ?  are 
fhey  fubmitted  to,  or  refifted  ?'  are  they  now  recoIle£ted 
with  pleafure,  with  indifFerence,  or  with  fliame  ? 

What  are  your  thoughts  with  regard  to  the  fins  of  others? 
Have  you  ever  grieved  for  them  in  truth  ?  Do  not  think 
that  I  am  leading  you  to  oftentation.  I  do  not  afk  you 
whether  you  have  openly  tedified  aga'infl  them,  or  honeft- 
ly  reproved  them  ;  becaufe,  though  thefe  are  both  fmpor- 
fant  and  biixling  duties,  they  may  be  more  eafily  coun- 
ferfeited  ;  and  I  am  not  now  preffing  you  to  the  difcharge' 
of  your  duty  to  others,  but  trying  your  fincerity  before 
God.  Have  you  therefore,  mourned  in  fecret  for  the  fins 
6f  others  ?  have  they  ever  brought  you  to  your  knees  ? 
have  they  added  fervor  to  your  prayers  ?  If  it  be  fo,  \  can- 
hot  think  that  you  regard  iniquity  in  your  own  hearts. 
This  is  no  Pharifaical  hypocrify.  It  is  known  only  to' 
God.  The  profane  cannot  curfe  you  for  it,  becaufe  they 
do  not  hear  it :  and  if  they  were  told  it,  it  is  probable  they 
would  not  believe  it. 

But  methinks  I  hear  fome  ferious  perfon  fay,  I  have  at* 
tended  to  the  interrogatories ;  and  though  I  would  fain 
hope  I  know  fomething  of  a  fenfe  of  duty  in  all,  yet,  oh  ! 
how  miferably  defective  have  I  been  ?  Nothing  like  that 
deep  fehfe  of  the  prefence  of  God,  that  humiliation  of  fp?- 
rit  for  fin,  that  concern  for  the  divine  glory,  that  I  ought 
to  have  had,  that  1  have  fometimes  felt  for  a  feafoh,  and 
that  I  wiflied  to  preferve. 

Therefore,  my  brethren,  I  would  once  more  afk  you, 
can  you  now  fincerely  pray  that  God  would  fearch  and 
try  yourway^,  difcovef  every  fecret  fin,  convince  you  of 
it,  humble  you  for  it,  and  deliver  you  from  it  ?  Is  there  no 
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rcfcrve,  noexceptidn  whatevefi  hothingth^l  j^«i  afe  Will- 
ing to  cover,  that  you  are  backward  to  eicAiliihe,  and  dlf* 
pofed  to  excufe  ?  Is  there  no  doubtful  |)fa%ce,  btkt  Wfait 
you  are  willing  to  think  <]f  deliberately,  to  ekaTftiiie  irftt^ar- 
tially^  and  if  it  either  appears  to  be  flftftil,  of  but  r^nlain* 
tth  doubtful,  to  furrcnder  freely  ?  If  you  cSm  fty  thfcit  is 
tK)t^  then  after  having  pleaded  youf  dlvdfce  frt^ttt  eVtty 
fin,  I  have  only  further  to  rob  you  of  eVfci^  dOty  too,  attd 
lca¥e  you  nothing  whereof  to  glorj' }  tb  tAi  ym  t6  fe- 
tioufice  all  felf^righteoufhefs  and  felf^d6p(!tldeticej  ili^d 
make  you  to  fay,-  "^^  Not  I,  but  the  grace  Of  Ood  that  was 
**  with  me:  furely,  in  the  Lord  have  I  righteoufnefs  and 
**  ftrength.'^ 

3.  I  fhall  Only  now  fhut  up  this  difcouffe  with  giving 
you  a  very,  few  direftions  for  your  future  prefervation, 

I.  Guard  again  ft  the  fin  or  fins  that  you  may  be  moft  li- 
able to,  from  your  natural  temper  and  conftitution,  which 
may  be  faid  to  be  your  own  iniquity,  and  the  fin  that  moft 
eafily  befets  you.  It  is  lamentable  to  think  what  difgrace- 
ful  blemifties  are  fometimes  to  ht  feen  in  the  conduft  of 
the  fervants  of  God.  I  know  this  is  permitted  in  Provi* 
dence,  and  cannot  be  wholly  prevented.  But  no  watch- 
ful  Chriftian  will  fit  ftill  eafily  under  it.  If  fuch  a  fin 
gives  him  no  reft,  he  fliould  give  it  no  quarter.  Some 
very  bad  things  are  fometimes  borne  with,  under  the  noti- 
on  of  unavoidable  infirmities.  Yet  they  are  to  the  preju- 
dice of  your  own  peace;  they  are  a  reproach  to  your  pro- 
fefiion,  and  a  diftionour  to  your  mafter.  If  you  cannot 
wholly  deftroy,  I  befeech  you,  wound  and  weaken  them. 
If  there  is  no  probability  that  they  will  die  wholly,  but 
with  the  body,  let  it  be  feen  that  they  are  daily  lofing 
ftrength,  and  dying  gradually. 

a.  Seta  particular  guard  upon  thofe  fins  that  you  may 
be  oppofed  to,  in  your  ordinary  calling :  in  that  'Way, 
where  you  go  moft  frequently,  the  tempter  knows  he  can 
moft  eafily  find  you,  and  he  will  certainly  be  there  to  meet 
you.  Befides  intereft  often  pleads  fo  ftrongly  in  behalf 
of  fome  fins  of  this  kind,  and  they  are  fo  much  juftified  by 
example,  that  few  can  wichftand  the  temptation.  But 
confider,  I  befeech  you,  that  no  honor,  profit,  or  conve- 
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iuence«  can  poffibly  counter-biilance  the  lofs  (^  God's  bh 
vor  I  What  a  miferable  excellency  is  it  indeed^  to  add  a 
little  to  our  earthly  ftorc  at  the  expence  of  his  difpleafore, 
while  we  our&lves  are  in  his  hand,  and  all  that  we  have 
is  in  the  mod  abfolute  manner  at  his  difpoial. 

In  the  laft  place,  if  yon  deCre  to  be  preferved  from  the 
dominion  of  fin,  feat  yourfelves  often  in  the  prefence  of 
God.  He  feeth  m  fecret,  his  eyes  do  fee,  his  eye  lids  try 
the  children  of  men.  Alk  of  him,  therefore,  that  he  may 
not  iuffer  you  to  deceive  yourfelves,  but  lead  you  in  the 
paths  of  righteottIhe£i  for  hisjiame's  iake. 
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CHRIST. 


SERMON  37, 


Preached  before  the  Society  in  Scotland  for  propagating  Chri& 
tian  Knowledge,  In  the  High  Church  of  Edinburgh)  oil 
Mondayi  JaQuary  3,  1758. 


ACTS,  iv.  12. 

Jfellher  is  there  Bohation  in  any  other  :  for  there  is  none  other 
name  under  heaven  given  among  men  whereby  we  must  be 
saved^ 

IT  it  is  not  eafy  to  conceive  any  fubje6t,  at  once  mom 
important  in  itfelf,  more  feafonablc  in  thia  age,  and 
more  fuited  to  the  defign  of  the  prefent  meeting,  than  the 
abfolute  neceffity  of  falvation  through  Christ.  We  livo 
in  an  age  in  which  (as  is  often  complained)  infidelity 
greatly  prevails;  but  yet  in  which  the  caufe  of  truth  hath 
much  lefs  to  fear  from  the  aflaults  of  its  open  enemies* 
than  from  the  treachery  of  its  pretended  advocates.  The 
lateft  infidel  writers  have  carried  their  own  fcheme  to 
fuch  perfection  or  extravagance,  that  it  muft  difcredit  the 
caufe  in  the  eye  of  every  fober  judge,*    And  indeed  the 

•  See  David  Hume's  writings  on  morals  throughout ;  wherci 
hefides  leaving  out  entirely  our  duty  to  God,  which  he  hath  in 
common  with  many  other  late  writera,  he  exprefsly  founds 
juflice  upon  power  and  conveniency,  derides  chaflity,  and 
turns  many  of  the  mod  important  virtues  into  vices.  See  alfo 
Efiays  on  the  principles  of  morality  and  natural  religion  ;  tho 
author  of  wbicht  at  one  decifive  blow,  takes  away  lUl  fi^,  b^ 


340  The  Msoluu  Necessity  of 

gofpel  can  fcarcely  receive  a  greater  injury,  than  when 
a(iy  profcflirxg  attachment  to  it,  condefcend  to  enter  ;be. 
)Uis  with  fucbabfurdities,  or  give  ground  of  fufpiciofi  that 

they  ftand  in  need  of  a  ferious  refutation^ 

But  there  is  another  quarter  from  which  we  have  much 
greater  reafon  to  apprehend  dangpr,  viz.  that  clafs  of  meni 
who,  being  nominal  Chriftiana,  difguife  or  alter  the  goff 
pel,  in  order  to  defend  it.  Thefe  often  endeavor  to  give 
fuch  views  of  Chriflianity,  as  will  render  it  palatable  to  a 
corrupt  worldly  mind ;  apd  intlead  of  abafing,  will  footb 
^nd  gratify  the  pride  of  man.  Hence  the  unnatural  mix- 
ture often  to  b<;  feen  of  modern  philofophy  with  ancient 
Chriftiapityr  Hence  the  fundamental  dodlrines  of  the 
gofpel  are  foftened,  concealed,  or  denied;  as,  the  loft  wd 
guilty  (late  of  man  by  nature,  his  liablenefs  to  everlafting 
mifery,  apd  the  necei&ty  of  that  fatisfa£tion  and  ranfom 
which  was  paid  by  our  Redeemer  when  he  died  upon  the 
crofs.  Inftead  of  thefe,  are  we  not  many  time$  prefented 
with  a  charafter  of  Chrift  as  a  teacher  only,  and  not  a  Sa- 
viour ;  as  one  excellently  qualified  to  reform  tjie  abofet 
that  had  fome  how  or  other  crept  into  the  world,  but  the 
real  fpurce  of  whicji  is  hardly  confefled,  and  never  wil- 
lingly  brought  into  view  ?  Is  not  our  blefled  Redeemer 
thereby  put  on  a  level,  and  exprefsly  elaffed  with  mortal 
reformers  ?  Perhap?  indeed,  a  fmall  compliment  of  fupe- 
riority  is  paid  him;  which,  however,  there  is  reafon  to 
fufpeft  arifes  more  from  a  prudent  compliance  with  efta- 
blithed  f^ith,  than  from  any  inward  and  cordial  efteem. 

What  could  be  reafonably  expeCled  as  the  effcfl:  of  fuch 
condufl?  No  other  than  we  find  by  experience  hath  aftu- 
ally  talfen  pl^ce,  that  a  caufe  fo  ill  defended  muft  daily  lofe 
ground.  The  nearer  Chriftianity  is  brought  to  the  prin- 
ciples  of  infidels  to  folicil  their  efteem,  the  lefs  occafion 
will  they  fee  for  it  at  all ;  and  when  it  is  perverted  from 

founding  Ti|ttue  on  a  delufive  feeling.  Thefe  writings  are  fap 
from  being  hurtful  in  proportion  to  the  intention  of  their  au- 
thors :  for  though  the  principle*  contained  in  them  are  oftei^ 
iretaikd  in  convevfition,  yet  it  is  only  by  way  of  amufement, 
on  account  oi  their  boldnefa  or  novelty,  not  one  in  an  hundred 
appearing  tp  have  any  fgrious  coavicUon  of  their  truth* 
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its  original  purpofe,  it  can  expert  no  countenance  from 
its  real  author.  The  troth  is,  if  there  be  no  more  in  the 
gofpel  than  many  by  their  language  and  writings  would 
lead  us  to  conceive,  it  is  of  fmall  confequence  whether  it 
be  embraced  or  not ;  and  there  can  be  little  merit  in  a 
fociety  who  have  this  as  the  defign  of  their  union,  to  fpread 
iind  propagate  Chriftian  knowledge.  But  very  different 
are  the  lentiments  expreffed  by  the  apoflle  Peter  in  the 
text;  where,  fpeakingofJefusChrift  of  Nazareth,  hefays^ 
^*  Neither  is  there  falvation  in  any  other :  for  there  is 
^*  none  other  name  under  heaven  given  among  men 
•*  when^by  we  mull  be  faved," 

I  am  fenfible,  there  are  fome  of  the  very  perfons  hinted 
gt  above,  who  endeavor  to  explain  away  this  text,  and  give 
it  a  very  different  meaning  from  that  in  which  you  will 
cafily  perceive  1  underftand  it.  They  make  falvation  to 
refer  to  the  cure  recorded  in  the  preceding  chapter, 
vrou^ht  upon  the  lame  man !  as  if  the  apoftle  had  faid^ 
**  Neither  is  there  a  power  of  healing  in  any  other,"  &c^ 
This  is  but  one  inftance  among  many  of  the  force  and  con. 
(Iraint  they  put  upon  Scripture,  in  order  to  accommodate 
it  to  their  own  fentiments.  I  fhall  not  wade  your  time  by 
^  tedious  refutation  of  this  criticifm,  as  the  fenfe  I  affix  to 
the  words  will  be  fufficiently  fupported  by  what  (hall  foU 
low  on  the  fubje£t.  They  appear  to  me  plainly  to  affirm, 
that  there  is  no  other  way  by  which  finnersof  mankind 
can  efcape  everlafting  mifery,  but  through  Chrift. 

In  difcourfing  on  this  fubjedt,  1  propofe,  through  di- 
vine affiftance, 

L  After  a  little  illuftrating  the  meaning  of  the  affertion, 
to  eftablifli  and  confirm  its  truth  from  the  word  of  God/ 

II,  To  make  a  few  refieflions  on  this  fcheme,  and  fbew, 
that  it  is  not  only  mod  felf-confiftent,  but  moft  agreeable 
to  the  other  parts  of  Scripture,  as  well  as  to  the  vifiblc 
(late  of  the  world ;  and  therefore  that  thofe  who,  in  rea- 
(bning  with  infidels,  depart  firom  it  in  any  mes^fure,  do 
thereby  betray  the  caufe  which  they  profefs  to  fupport. 

IIL  I  fhall  make  fome  praftical  improvement  of  what 
may  be  fsiid. 


34^  ^^  ^obae  Necessity  of 

I  return  to  the  firft  of  thefc. 

And  as  to  the  meaning  of  the  aflertion,  the  word  faving 
or  fal vation  evidently  fuppofes  a  (late  of  mifery  from  which 
our  deliverance  muft  be  wrought;  and  therefore  no  more 
than  the  full  meaning  of  the  paflfage  is  exprefled  in  what 
follows.  That  all  the  pofterity  of  Adam  are  conceived  in 
fin,  and  brought  forth  in  iniquity  9  alienated  in  heart 
from  the  love  of  God,  and  expofed  to  the  dreadful  confe- 
quences  of  his  difpleafure.  That  they  have  not  only  accefs 
to  falvation  through  Chrid,  but  that  in  this  work  he  hath 
no  rival ;  it  is  his,  exclufive  of  all  others :  fo  that  no 
man,  whatever  be  his  character,  or  whatever  be  his  hope, 
fiiall  enter  into  reft,  unlefs  he  be  reconciled  to  God  through 
Jefus  Chritt. 

Now,  that  all  mankind  are  by  nature  in  a  ftate  of  guilt 
and  condemnation,  is  evident  from  the  whole  flrain  of 
the  holy  Scriptures.  This  originally  conftituted  the  ne- 
cefCty  of  a  Saviour,  and  alone  iliuilrates  the  love  and  mer- 
cy of  God  in  the  appearance  of  his  Son  in  our  nature,— 
Unlefs  this  is  fuppofed,  the  whole  difpenfations  of  the 
gnice  of  God,  both  in  the  Old  Teftament  and  in  the  New, 
lofc  their  beauty,  and  lofe  their  meaning;  nay,  and  would 
be  juftly  eftcemed  fooliflmefs,  as  they  are  in  faft  by  all 
who  fee  not  this  foundation  upon  which  they  are  built.  As 
our  firft  parents,  and  the  earth  for  their  fakes,  were  laid 
under  a  curfe  immediately  after  the  original  tranfgrelEon ; 
fo  the  efiedls  of  this  apoflacy  on  their  pofterity  are  amply 
declared  in  Scripture.  We  have  this  repeated  teftimony 
from  God  himfelf  concerning  the  old  world,  "  And  God 
*'  faw  that  the  wickednefs  of  man  was  great  in  the  earth, 
*^  and  that  every  imagination  of  the  thoughts  of  his  heart 
**  was  only  evil  continually.'**  And  again,  '*  And  the 
*J  Lord  laid  in  his  heart,  1  will  not  again  curfe  the  ground 
*' any  more  for  man's  fake;  for  the  imagination  of  man's 
*'  heart  is  evil  from  his  youth."f 

The  rites  and  ceremonies  of  the  Mofaic  difpenfation  al- 
fo,  together  with  the  whole  hiftory  of  Providence  contain- 
ed in  the  Old  Teftament,  fuppofe  the  guilt  and  impurity 
of  cur  nature.  But  the  gofpel,  as  it  is  in  all  refpedls  a 
*  Ccn.  Al.  5.         t  Gen.  viii.  21» 
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dearer  difpenfation  than  the  former,  fo  it  is  mod  full  and 
exprefs  upon  this  fubjeft.  Inftead  of  enumerating  many 
paifages,  we  may  confult  the  epifile  of  the  apofile  Paul  to 
the  Romans,  where  there  is  a  diftin£t  and  labored  illuf- 
trationof  the  guilt  and  apoftacy  of  all  mankind ;  towards 
the  conclufion  of  which  he  thus  exprefles  himfelf:  ^^For 
**  we  have  before  proved  both  Jews  and  Gentiles  that  they 
**  are  all  under  fin;  as  it  is  written,  There  is  none  righte- 
**  ous,  no  not  one:  there  is  none  that  underflandeth,  there 
*^  is  none  that  feeketh  after  God.  They  are  all  gone  out  of 
*^  the  way,  they  are  together  become  unprofitable ;  there 
*^  is  none  that  doeth  good,  no  not  one."*  And  a  little  after, 
^^  That  every  mouth  may  be  flopped,  and  all  the  world 
"  may  become  guilty  before  God-^'f  To  this  I  ihall  only 
add  one  paflage  from  the  fame  apoftle :  ^^  Among  whom 
*'  alfo  we  had  our  converfation  in  times  pad,  in  the  lulls  of 
^  our  flefiii  fulfilling  the  defires  of  the  flefb,  and  of  the 
*^  mind;  and  were  by  nature  children  of  wrath,  even  as 
"  others."! 

That  the  fame  Scriptures  point  out  to  us  one  only  re* 
medy  for  this  our  mifery,  is  equally  evident.  Chrift  Je. 
fus  was  promifed  to  our  firll  parents  under  the  defignation 
of  the  feed  of  the  woman,  who  ihould  bruife  the  head  of 
die  ferpent.  He  is  afterwards  promifed  to  Abraham  as 
his  feed,  in  whom  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  fliould  be 
bleffed;  to  Jacob  as  Shilob,  to  whom  the  gathering  of  the 
people  Ihould  be.  He  is  pointed  out  by  Mofes  as  the  great 
prophet  that  ihould  come  into  the  world.  And  unlefs  we 
foppofe  a  typical  reference  to  Chrift  in  the  legal  wafhings, 
iacrifices,  and  other  fervices,  tliey  will  appear  altogether 
unworthy  of  God,  and  altogether  infufficient  for  the  pur- 
pofes  for  which  they  were  ufcd.  This  indeed  is  affirmed 
by  the  apoftle  to  the  Hebrews,  "  For  it  is  not  poflible  that 
*'  the  blood  of  bulls  and  of  goats  ihould  take  away  fins."{| 
In  the  later  prophets,  there  are  many  diftin£l  and  particu* 
lar,  many  high  and  magnificent  defcriptions  of  the  glory 
of  Chrift's  perfon,  and  the  greatnefs  of  his  work.     The 

»  Rom.  iii.  9 — 12.         t  Rom.  iii.  19.        4  £ph.  ii.  3. 
!!  Heb.^.  4. 
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attention  and  expeflation  6f  every  believer  b  direfted  to 
him;  and  he  is  Oyled  *^  thedeftre  of  all  nations.*'* 

And  in  the  New  Teftament,  at  his  conception  it  is  faidi 
"  Thou  ihalt  call  his  name  Jefus,  for  he  ihall  fave  his 
••  people  from  their  fins."t  At  his  entrance  on  his  public 
tniniRry,  he  is  thus  defignated  by  John  the  Baptift,  **Be. 
'*  hold  the  Lamb  of  God  that  taketh  away  the  fin  of  the 
•*  world. '*J  The  great  defign  of  his  appearing  in  ouf  fia^ 
ture,  is  declared  in  many  pafiages  of  fcripture.  And  as 
falvation  is  promifed  to  thofe  who  believe,  fo  the  condem-> 
nation  of  all  unbelievers  is  neceflarily  implied  as  its  eouti- 
ter-part,  and  often  exprefsly  affirmed.  Thus  the  a]3o(lle 
John  reprefents  our  Saviour  himfelf  as  teaching,  *^  Grod  fo 
^^  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only-begotten  Sooi 
•'  that  whofoever  believeth  in  him,  fliould  not  PERISH, 
•*  but  have  everlafting  lifc.'*j|  And  when  he  gave  com- 
mifTion  to  his  difciples  to  preach  the  gofpel,  it  was  in  thefe 
terms :  '*  Go  ye  into  all  the  world,  and  preach  the  gofpet 
•*  to  every  creature.  He  that  believeth,  and  is  baptized^ 
**  ihall  be  favcd ;  but  he  that  believeth  not,  fliall  be  damn- 
"  ed."*  The  very  meaning  of  the  word  Gofpel  is  glad 
tidings;  importing  not  only  the  great,  but  the  diflinguifli* 
ing  happinefs  of  thofe  who  hear  the  meflage,  and  comply 
with  the  call.  The  apofiles,  who  fpread  thefe  glad  tidings 
through  the  world,  confidercd  themfelves  as  bringing  fal* 
vation  to  thofe  who  before  fat  in  darknefs,  and  in  the  re- 
gion  of  the  (hadow  of  death.  And  by  the  following  de- 
fcription  given  by  the  apoftle  Paul  of  the  ftate  of  the  E- 
phefians  before  converfion,  may  be  feen  what  view  he  had 
of  the  condition  of  all  who  knew  not  God,  as  well  as  who 
believed  not  the  gofpel,  "  That  at  that  time  ye  were  with- 
*'  out  Chrift,  being  aliens  from  the  commonwealth  of 
•"*  Ilrael,  and  Grangers  from  the  covenants  of  proniife, 
''  having  no  hope,  and  without  God  in  the  worId."| — 
From  the  above  fummary,  I  hope  it  clearly  appears,  that, 
according  to  the  Scriptures,  there  is  no  falvation  in  any 
other  than  in  Jefus  Chrift  of  Nazareth. 

*  li  ic;.  il.  (1.        t  Matt.  i.  21.       |  John  i.  39.       ||  John  iii.  16. 
♦  Mp.rk  xvi.  15,  IG,         t  Kph.  ii.  12. 
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It  will,  however,  be  proper,  for  the  further  Uluftration 
of  this  fubje£l,  to  confider  a  little  to  what  this  do£trinc 
ilands  oppofed.  *  And  though  it  is  impoftible  diftinftly  to 
enumerate  every  thing  that  may  in  fome  ihape  or  other  be 
put  in  Chrift's  room,  or  attempt  to  rob  him  of  his  glory  as 
a  Saviour ;  yet,  in  general,  they  may  all  be  reduced  to  the 
two  following  heads :  ift,  Falfe  religions,  and  uninflitu« 
ted  rites;  adly,  Self-righteoufnefs,  or  tlie  merit  of  our  own 
defeflive  obedience  to  the  moral  law.  It  is  neceiTary  to 
confider  each  of  thefe  by  itfelf,  and  to  (late  the  bounds  be- 
tween  them :  for  however  little  relation  they  may  feem  to 
have  one  to  another,  they  are  often  mingled  together  in 
our  apprehenfions,  and  mutually  fupport  and  Ilrengthen 
each  other^s  caufe. 

In  the  fird  place,  then.  All  worfbip  of  falfe  gods,  hold* 
ing  for  truth  what  hath  not  the  (lamp  of  divine  authority, 
and  all  uncommanded  wor(hip,  be  the  objed  of  it  what  it 
will,  is  wholly  inefieflual  ro  falvation :  nay,  fo  far  is  any 
thing  of  this  kind  from  being  fufficient  to  fupplant,  or 
proper  to  co-operate  with  what  Chrift  hath  done,  that  it  is 
deteilable  in  the  fight  of  God.  Perhaps  it  may  be  thought, 
that  this  is  of  fmall  moment^  and  wholly  unworthy  of  no* 
tice;  as  in  thefe  days  few  or  none  will  fo  much  as  pretend, 
except  in  jeft,  to  lay  any  (Irefs  upon  fabulous  deities,  or 
fuperRitious  pra£lices  of  human  invention.  But  I  did 
not  chufe  to  omit  it,  bccaufe  it  appears  to  me  a  thing  pe- 
culiarly infided  on  in  the  holy  Scriptures,  which  contain 
nothing  unnece(rary.  It  is  alfo  very  much  the  obje£t  of  the 
refentment  of  in{idels.*  At  the  fame  time,  many  pre- 
tended Chriftians  have,  by  defign  or  inadvertence,  fpoken 
too  much  the  language  of  infidels  on  this  fubje£t,  or  on 
fubjefls  nearly  related  to  it. 

How  much  ftrefs  the  Scriptures  lay  upon  the  know- 
ledge  of  the  true  God,  nay,  how  pernicious  and  deflruc- 
tive  all  falfe  religions  are,  it  were  eafy  to  (hew  at  great 

*  It  is  very  remarkable,  that  though  infidels  always  fet  out 
on  pretcncii  of  Icarching  irhpartlMly  after  truth  ;  yet  they  have 
unanimoufly  aq^rced  in  putting  truth  and  error  entirely  upon 
the  fatne  footing,  botti  af»  to  worth  and  Influence. 
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kngth ;  but  a  few  hints  will  fuffice,  as  it  is  not  a  point 
controverted  fo  much  as  neglef  ied  and  forgotten.  The 
very  firft  commandment  of  the  moral  law  is,  "Thou  flialt 
*•  have  no  other  gods  before  me."j  And  the  fecond, 
which  forbids  uninftitutcd  worfhip,  hath  this  ftrong  fane- 
tion,  for  I  the  Lord  thy  God  am  a  jealous  God,  vifiting 
•*  the  iniquity  of  the  fathers  upon  the  children  unto  the 
•'  third  and  fourth  generation  of  them  that  hate  me.'*^ — 
Through  the  whole  Old  Teftament,  the  idolatry  and  felfc 
worlhip  of  the  Heathens  is  reprefented  as  highly  crimi- 
nal  in  them,  and  an  abomination  in  the  fight  of  God.  It 
IS  there  confidered,  not  as  a  fmall  part,  but  as  the  firft 
and  mod  provoking  of  their  enormities ;  and  in  particu- 
lar, is  affigned  as  the  ground  of  the  utter  extirpation  of 
the  nations  of  Canaan.  In  a  perfe£t  confiftency  with 
which,  in  the  charge  brought  againft  them  by  the  apofile 
Paul,  this  is  the  leading  part  or  ground- work  of  the  whole, 
•*  Becaufe  that  when  they  knew  God,  they  glorified  him 
"  not  as  God,  neither  were  thankful ;  but  became  vain 
•*  in  their  imaginations,  and  their  foolifli  heart  was  dar- 
**  kened.c — And  changed  the  glory  of  the  incorruptible 
"  God,  into  an  image  made  like  to  corruptible  man,  and 
*'  to  birds,  and  four-footed  beafts,  and  creeping  things."^ 
The  great  end  alfo  of  the  feparation  of  the  children  of 
Ifrael,  and  their  being  kept  from  intercourfe  with  other 
nations,  was,  that  they  might  be  preferved  from  idolatry. 
To  the  worftiip  of  the  true  God  their  bleffings  are  promi- 
fed,  and  againft  dcfeftion  from  his  fervice  to  other  gods 
the  heavieft  curfes  are  denounced.  Thus,  after  an  enu- 
meration  of  the  bleffings  that  fhould  attend  them  if  they 
kept  God's  commandments,  it  is  faid,  "  And  thou  flialt 
•'  not  go  afide  from  any  of  the  words  that  I  command  thee 
*'  this  day,  to  the  right-hand  or  to  the  left,  to  go  after 
"  other  pods  to  ferve  them.'V  And  when  they  ftood  be- 
fore the  Lord,  to  enter  into  his  covenant,  it  is  faid,  "For 
*'  ye  know  how  v/e  have  dwelt  in  the  land  of  Egypt,  and 
•'  how  we  came  through  the  nations  which  ye  palFcd  by. 

a  Exod  XX.  3.         b  Exod.  xx.  5.         c  Rom.  i.  21. 
d  Ibid.  vcr.  23.         e  Deut.  xxviii.  U. 
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^^  And  ye  have  feen  their  abominations,  and  their  idols, 
«<  wood  and  (lone,  filver  and  gold,  which  were  among^ 
*^  them.  Left  there  fliould  be  among  you,  man,  or  wo* 
**  man,  or  family,  or  tribe,  whofe  heart  turneth  away  thi» 
*^  day  from  the  Lord  our  God,  to  go  and  ferve  the  gods 
*^  of  thefe  nations ;  led  there  fliould  be  among  you  a  root 
^*  that  beareth  gall  and  wormwood,  "a  The  fame  thing 
may  be  feen  running  through  the  whole  of  the  prophetic 
writings.  Almoft  every  judgment  of  God  threatened  or 
infli£ted,  is  afcribed  to  their  idolatry  as  its  caufe.  I  only 
mention  one  paiTage,  not  for  any  thing  particular  in  it, 
but  as  a  fufficient  fpecimen  of  the  whole.  It  is  a  meflage 
from  God  by  Ezekiel  to  the  children  of  Ifrael:  ''  There- 
*^  fore  fay  unto  the  houfe  of  Ifrael,  Thus  faith  the  Lord 
^  God,  Repent  and  turn  yourfelves  from  your  idols,  and 
^*  turn  away  your  faces  from  all  your  abominations.  For 
"  every  one  of  the  houfe  of  Ifrael,  or  of  the  ftranger  that 
**  fojoumeth  in  Ifrael,  which  feparateth  himfelf  from  me, 
**  and  fetteth  up  his  idols  in  his  heart,  and  putteth  the 
**  ftumbling-block  of  his  iniquity  before  his  face,  and 
^*  Cometh  to  a  prophet  to  enquire  of  him  concerning  me  i 
**•  1  the  Lord  will  anfwer  him  by  myfelf,  and  I  will  fet  my 
*^  face  againfl  that  man,  and  will  make  him  a  fign  and  a 
^*  proverb,  and  I  will  cut  him  off  from  the  midft  of  my 
**  people,  and  ye  ihall  know  that  I  am  thei-Lord/'^ 

In  the  very  fame  manner,  in  the  New  Teihtment,  em- 
bracing the  gofpel  of  Chrifl,  and  continuinf;  fledfafl  in 
the  faith,  is  required  as  abfolutely  neceflary  to  falvation ; 
*^  He  that  believetli  on  the  Son,  hath  everlaflin|  life  ;  and 
^^  he  that  believeth  not  the  Son,  ihall  not  fee  nfe,  but  the 
*^  wrath  of  God  abideth  on  him."c  The  importance  of 
holding  the  truth  without  mixture,  is  plainly  declared  in 
the  following  pafTage  :  "  Brethren,  if  any  of  you  do  err 
•^  from  the  truth,  and  one  convert  him  ;  let  him  knoAv, 
**  that  he  which  converteth  the  Cnner  from  the  error  of  his 
*'  way,  (hall  fave  a  foul  from  death,  and  fliall  hide  a  muU 
•*  tiiude  of  fins."  J 

«  Dcut.  xxix.  16,  17,  18.         d  Ezek.  xiv.  6,  7,  8. 
c  John  ill.  36.        d  James  v.  19,  20. 
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It  had  been  cafy  to  have  given  a  much  larger  proof  of 
this  from  Scripture;  but  it  is  unneceffary;  for  our  ene. 
mies  themfelvcs  confefs  it,  nay  object  it  as  a  ground  of 
reproach.  How  many  inve£tives  have  we  from  infidel 
writers  againft  the  unpeaceable,  unfocial  fpirit  of  the  Jew. 
i(h  iirft,  and  afterwards  of  the  Chriftiaa  religion  ?  And 
how  often  are  thefe  contrafted  with  the  mild  and  aflbci' 
ating  temper  of  the  Heathen  worfhippers?  Among  them 
it  implied  no  abfurdity,  that  different  nations  (hould  hav^ 
different  gods,  and  different  forms  of  worfhip  ;  nay,  they 
often  intermixed,  compounded,  and  mutually  adopted 
each  others  worfhip.  The  Athenians,  th^t  wife  peq>Iey 
were  fo  prone  to  receive  every  foreign  rite,  that  they  got 
this  charafter  from  an  ancient  writer  (whether  by  way  of 
encomium  indeed,  or  fatire,  is  at  this  diftance  uncertain) 
that  they  were  hofpitable  to  the  gods.  According  to  the 
iibntiments  of  modern  unbelievers,  they  would  defenre 
much  praife  for  this ;  but  according  to  the  fentiments  of 
an  infpired  apoftlc,  ^^  profeffing  themfelves  wife,  tliey  be<^ 
^'  came  fools." 

In  this  then  it  is  acknowledged,  that  the  gofpel  of  our 
falvation effentially  differs  from  every  human  invention; 
that  it  conllantly  reprefents  itfelf  as  the  truth,  and  all 
things  oppofiteVo  it,  as  falfe,  difhonorable  to  God,  and 
unprofitable  to  men.  This  has  been  the  cafe  in  tvtry  ftep 
of  its  progrefs.  From  its  firft  rife  in  the  comparative  ob- 
fcurity  of  the  original  promife,  through  all  the  prepare* 
tory  difcoveries  of  fuccecdingages,  to  its  complete  mani- 
feftation  in  the  fulnefs  of  time.  And  though  it  has  been 
expofed  on  this  account  to  the  virulent  reproaches  of  men 
of  corrupt  minds,  it  is  but  fo  much  the  more  credible,  and 
appears  to  be  from  the  one  only,  the  living,  unchangeable, 
and  true  God.^ 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  obferve,  that  it  is  either  the 
fame  objection  affuming  a  different  form,  or  one  very 
much  like  it,  when  it  is  alledged  againft  the  gofpel.  That 
|t  lays  too  much  (Irefs  upon  mere  belief  of  the  truth.  To 
Jhis  feme  have,  perhaps  by  millaking  the  true  fpring  of 

a  See  this  fubjedl  handled  with  great  clearnefs  and  precilion 
\>j  Dr,  Warburton  in  his  Divide  Legation  of  Mofes* 
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iSie  objection,  given  a  very  ^rong  and  dangerous  anfwer. 
Tbey  deny  the  fad,  that  the  gofpel  does  lay  too  muchv 
or  any  ftrefs  at  all  upon  bare  belief,  feparate  from  good* 
nefs  of  life.  The  danger  of  this  anfwer  does  not  lie  in 
its  being  falfe,  but  in  its  being  ambiguous,  incomplete^ 
and  in  a  great  meafure  improper.  It  feems  to  allow,  at 
leaft  not  to  deny,  that  there  may  be  fmcere  belief,  while 
yet  it  is  not  attended  with  its  proper  fruits.  Thus  unbe- 
lievers, whofe  real  quarrel  is  with  the  alledged  importance 
and  efficacy  of  the  truth,  are  hardened  in  their  indiffe- 
rence and  difregard  to  it ;  whereas  they  ought  to  be  taught 
to  confider  the  principles  which  are  produftive  of  real 
reformation,  as  more  excellent  in  themfelves,  as  both  ne- 
eeffary  and  effeflual  for  this  purpofe. 

The  gpfpel  does  indeed  lay  great  ftrefs  upon  belief  of 
the  truth,  not  without,  but  as  the  only  way  of  producing 
holinefs.  Many  pafTages  may  be  cited  from  the  Old 
Teftament,  in  which  going  after  falfe  gods,  and  comit- 
ting  other  grofs  crimes,  are  reprefented  as  infeparable 
branches  of  the  fame  chara£ter;  and  worfliipping  and 
fervingthe  true  God,  as  a  fummary  defcription  of  univer- 
fal  obedience.^  And  many  paflages  may  be  produced 
from  the  New  Teftament,  in  which  the  good  effefts  of  the 
truth,  and  the  mifery  of  departing  from  it,  as  neceffarily 
implying  an  unfan^iiied  ftate,  are  declared.^  From  all 
this  I  conclude,  thatChrift  Jefus,  the  promifc  of  old  made 
unto  the  fathers,  the  hope  of  Ifrael,  the  light  of  the  worlds 
and  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteoufnefs  to  every  one  that 
believeth,  is  the  only  Saviour  of  iinners,  in  oppofition  to 
all  falfe  religions,  and  every  uninftituted  rite  ;  as  he  him- 
felf  fays,  **  I  am  the  way,  and  the  truth,  and  the  life  :  no 
**  man  cometh  unto  the  Father  but  by  me'*V 

But,  2dly,  Chrift  is  the  only  Saviour,  in  oppofition  to 
the  merit  of  our  own  obedience  to  the  moral  law.  I  know, 
fome  will  be  ready  to  fuppofe,  that  though  falfe  religion 
and  uninftituted  rites  may  have  no  pofitive  influence  in 
procuring  falvation  to  thofe  who  embrace  them,  yet  they 

a  See  Deut.  xxix.  18,  19.     Numb.  xxv.  I,  2.  ^  See  John  viii. 
51,  32,  Id.  xvii*  17.  9  JohQTcr4,  CoKi.  5.6.  r  John  :;}>'.  6« 
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may  not  hinder  their  acceptance  with  God  t^  virtue  of 
their  own  perfonal  merit  and  obedience.  On  this  fubjeft 
there  are  many  things  which  deferve  a  more  particular  and 
diflin^  confideration  than  there  is  room  for  at  prefent ; 
fuch  as,  I.  That  all  falfe  religion  is  not  merely  unprofita- 
ble, but  highly  criminal  in  the  fight  of  God.  Thus  the 
apoftle  Paul,  ^^  But  I  fay,  that  the  things  which  the  Gen- 
**  tiles  facrifice,  they  facrifice  to  devils,  and  not  to  God: 
^^  and  I  would  not  that  ye  ihould  have  fellowlhip  with 
^*  devils.^'a  2.  That  all  who  embrace  not  the  truth  as  it 
is  in  Jefus,  mud  negle£t  the  whole  duties  of  the  firll  table 
of  the  moral  law,  and  fo  their  obedience  be  not  only  great- 
ly, but  effentially  defeAive.  3.  That  the  Scriptures  give 
us  no  ground  to  believe,  that  falfe  principles  can  produce 
any  virtue  but  what  is  fpurious.  But  infteadof  infifting 
upon  thefe  at  prefent,  I  fhall  only  attempt  to  (hew,  that 
the  Scriptures  exclude  all  human  merit,  and  indeed  feem 
to  have  it  as  their  exprefs  purpofe,  to  (lain  the  pride  of 
all  huqian  glory ;  and  therefore  that  no  pretence  of  this 
kind  can  poflibly  be  admitted. 

And  here  I  fliall  wholly  pafs  the  facrifices  of  atonement 
under  the  Mofaic  difpenfation,  becaufe  they  all  pointed  at 
the  facrifice  offered  by  Chrift  upon  the  crofs ;  and  there- 
fore, in  the  account  given  of  the  end  and  defti nation  of 
this  laft,  we  may  expedt  the  cleared  view  of  the  grounds 
of  our  acceptance  with  God.  Now,  Chrift  appears  in 
Scripture,  "  as  the  Lamb  of  God,  which  taketh  away  the 
*'  fin  of  the  world :"  as  "  giving  his  life'*  for  his  people ; 
as  "  bearing  their  fins  in  his  own  body  on  the  tree."  And 
indeed  every  expreflion  is  ufed  that  could  well  be  imagined 
to  fignify  a  propitiatory  facfifice,  an  atonement  for  fin» 
or  the  punilhmentof  an  hinocent  perfon  in  the  room  and 
(lead  of  the  guilty.  If  this  was  neceflary  for  any,  it  was 
neccffary  for  all ;  and  as  there  is  not  the  lead  intimation 
given  in  Scripture  of  any  diUinftion,  or  hint,  as  if  there 
were  any  perfons  with  regard  to  whom  it  was  fuperfluous. 
Nothing,  therefore,  can  (land  more  direfilly  oppofed  to 
the  defign  of  the  gofpel,  than  any  plea  of  merit  in  man : 

a   \  Cor.  X.  20. 
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and  none  do  in  fa£t  receive  it  with  more  difdain,  than 
thofe  who  truft  in  themfelves  that  they  are  righteous. 

But,  for  our  fatisfaftion  on  this  point,  we  need  only 
confult  the  epiftle  to  the  Romans,  before  referred  to,  as 
there  is  no  part  of  the  facred  writing  where  there  is  a  more 
fiill  and  connected  account  of  the  foundation  of  the  gofpel. 
There,  after  proving  that  all  the  world  are  become  guilty 
before  God,  the  apoftle  fays,  "  Therefore  by  the  deeds  of 
"  the  law,  there  (hall  no  flcfli  be  juftificd  in  his  fight :  for 
**  by  the  law  is  the  knowledge  of  fin.a  Being  juftified 
"  freely  by  his  grace,  through  the  redemption  that  is  in 
•*  Jefus  Chrift :  whom  God  hath  fet  forth  to  be  a  propitia- 
•*  tion,  through  faith  in  his  blood,  to  declare  his  righteouf- 
•«  nefs  for  the  remiffion  of  fins  that  are  paft,  through  the 
**  forbearance  of  God/'i  And  again,  **  Therefore  as  by 
*•  the  offence  of  one,  judgment  came  upon  all  men  to  con^ 
••  demnation ;  even  fo  by  the  righteoufnefs  of  one,  the  free 
•*  gift  came  upon  all  men  to  juftification  of  life.'V  Coni 
fonant  to  this  is  the  doftrine  of  the  fame  apoftle  clfcwhere  : 
•*  Yea  doubtlefs,  and  I  count  all  things  but  lofs,  for  the 
"  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Chrift  Jefus  my  Lord  ; 
^^  for  whom  I  have  fuffered  the  lofs  of  all  things,  and  do 
••  count  them  but  dung  that  I  may  win  Chrift,  and  be 
"  found  in  him,  not  having  mine  own  righteoufnefs, 
^^  whicli  is  of  the  law,  but  that  which  is  through  the  faith  of 
**  Chrift,  the  righteoufnefs  which  is  of  God  by  faith."rf 

1  am  not  infenfible,  that  great  pains  have  been  taken, 
even  by  fome  Chriftians,  to  evade  the  force  of  thefe  paffa- 
ges  of  Scripture,  which  exclude  the  merit  of  man's  obe- 
dience from  any  ftiare  in  his  juftification  before  God.  Par- 
ticularly, the  paffages  from  the  epiftle  to  the  Romans  are 
evaded,  by  alledging,  that  the  law,  and  the  worts  of  the 
law,  there,  mean  only  the  rites  of  the  Mofaic  difpenlation. 
This  is  not  a  proper  time  and  place  for  entering  fully  into 
that  controverfy  ;  and  therefore  I  ftiall  only  obferve,  that, 
befides  the  correfpondence  of  the  above  interpretation  with 
all  the  other  parts  of  Scripture,  it  may  be  fufBciently  fup- 

a  Rom.  iii.  20.     b  lb.  ver.  24,  35.     c  Chap.  v.  18.     d  PhiU-ii. 
8,  9.     Sec  alfo  Rom.  iv.  2  3—^25.     Tit.  iii.  5. 
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ported  by  this  one  confideration.  That  the  apoflIC|  who  U 
Ipeaking  both  of  Jews  and  Gentiles,  exprefsly  ftates  the 
oppoficion  with  rcfpeft  to  our  juftification  between  grace 
and  debt,  and  excludes  every  thing  that  might  nuike  it  of 
debt :  ^'  Where  is  boalling  then  ?  It  is  excluded.  By 
^^  what  law  ?  of  works  ?  Nay ;  but  by  the  law  of  £aitb« 
"  Therefore  we  conclude,  that  a  man  is  juftified  by  faith, 
*^  without  the  deeds  of  the  law/'^  And  to  the  fame  pur^ 
pofe,  a  little  after,  "  Now  to  him  diat  worketh  is  the  re- 
**  ward  not  of  grace,  but  of  debt«  But  to  him  that  work- 
**  eth  not,  but  believeth  on  him  that  juflifieth  the  ungodly^ 
•*  his  faith  is  counted  for  righteoufnefs.*'^  Whatever 
would  make  our  acceptance  with  God  not  free,  or  not  of 
grace,  is  here  excluded.  Now,  certainly,  as  there  is  i 
much  more  plaufible  plea  of  merit  in  favor  of  works  of 
obedience  to  the  moral,  than  die  ceremonial  law ;  the  firft 
are  at  lead  as  much  excluded  as  the  lad  by  the  apoftle'f 
reafoning.^ 

a  Som.  iii«  37,  28.         b  Rom.  iv.  4,  5^ 

e  It  IS  eafy  to  forefec,  that  a  grand  obje6lion  againft  What  is 
faid  on  this  head  will  be,  That  it  is  g'oin^  upon  a  very  narrow 
fchemc,  and  a  fcheme  very  uncharitatrle  to  many  parties  of 
Chriflians.  It  is  the  fafhioniible  language  of  the  age,  to  give 
large  encomiums  upon  charity,  \^hert  the  defign  is  to  level 
truth  and  falttiood  ;  and  to  alledge,  either  that  there  is  little 
diiTerence  between  them,  as  to  their  effeCls,  or  that  they  can- 
not be  diflinguiibed  from  one  another  by  their  proper  marks- 
This  is  a  fubjccl  that  needs  as  much  to  be  fet  in  a  proper  light, 
as  any  I  know.  If  the  fcnfe  in  which  charity  in  fentiment  is 
commonlr  undcrftood,  viz.  a  favorable  judL«;ment  of  the  opi- 
nions of  others,  be  the  Scripture  meaning  of  it,  then  certainly 
fome  bounds  niuHbc  fet  to  it;  and  it  muft  be  praife  or  blame 
^vorthy,  according  to  the  cafes  in  which  it  is  exercifed.  I  muft 
needs  take  It  for  granted,  that  there  arc  fome  fundamental  cr- 
rcrs,  and  tliat  it  is  paffible  to  make  ihipwreck  of  the  faith. 
Now,  however  common  or  faflilouable  it  may  be,  to  think,  the 
farther  charity  is  extended  the  better  :  it  may  be  demonflratedf 
that  a  favorable  judgment  of  errors  fundamental,  or  de(lru6tive 
of  relij3:ion,  doth  necciVarily  imply  either  a  light  eftcem  or  weak 
pcrfnaiicn  of  the  truth,  or  both.  Tliis  furcly  is  no  part  of  a 
truly  Chriflian  chara6Vcr ;  and  if  it  be  rigktly  denominated 
charity,  it  is  become  vicious  by  cTccefs.  I  confefs  it  appears 
to  mc,  that  juRificali:>n  by  free  grace  is  a  fundamental  doctrine 
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Thus  I  have  endeavored  both  to  explain  and  confirm 
the  afiertion  in  the  text^  That  there  is  no  falvation  in  any 
other  but  in  Ghrift.  There  is,  however,  one  queftion  up- 
on it  which  I  would  willingly  pafs  over  in  filence,  but 
that  the  otniifion  of  it  might,  to  fome  intelligent  hearers, 
weaken  the  conclufion,  and  make  th^m  reckon  the  fubjeft 
incompletely  handled.  The  queftion  is,  Whether  an  ob^ 
jedive  revelation  and  explicit  difcovery  of  Chrift,  and 
what  he  hath  wrought,  is  neceflary  to  falvation  ?  or  if  his 
undertaking  may  not  be  the  ground  of  acceptance  for  ma^ 
ny  who  never  heard  of  his  name  ?  In  fupport  of  the  laft 
of  thefe  it  is  faid.  That  many  of  the  ancient  patriarchs 
and  prophets  were  far  from  having  diilinft  views  of  the 

of  the  gofpel.  If  this  be  true,  I  am  not  wrong  in  having  the 
deepeft  fcnfe  of  the  danger  of  contrary  bpihions  :  nay,  if  I  am 
miilaken^  the  confeqoences  I  draw  from  it,  are  no  breaches  of 
charity,  but  the  neeeffary  efTcfts  of  an  error  in  judgment  \  and 
ib  I  claim  charity  in  my  turn  from  my  advcrfarios  upon  their 
own  principles* 

But  T  am  perfuaded  the  above  is  not  the  meaning  of  the  word 
Charity  in  Scripttire,  but  that  it  means  an  ardent  dnd  unfeign^ 
ed  love  to  others,  and  a  deiire  of  their  welfare,  temporal  and 
eternal ;  and  may  very  well  confid  with  the  flrongeft  abhorrence 
of  their  wicked  principles.  We  do  find  indeed  in  Scripture 
many  charges,  not  to  judge  one  another,  mutually  to  forbear 
one  another  in  things  indifferent,  and  not  to  fUppofe  that  men's 
outward  a^ons  proceed  from  a  bad  principle  Which  they  do 
not  profefs.  But  this  is  never  called  charity ;  and  it  is,  by  the 
reafoning  on  it,  exprefsly  limited  to  things  really  indifferent 
in  their  nature*  (See  the  xivth  and  xvth  chapters  of  the  epillle 
to  the  Romans.)  Perhaps  it  will  be  faid,  fome  may  judge 
things  to  be  uecelTary,  which  in  truth  are  but  indifferent.  This 
cannot  be  denied ;  but  there  is  no  help  for  it.  It  is  a  confe- 
quence  of  the  imperfeclion  of  human  nature.  Yet  ftill  every 
man  mud  judge  for  himfelf,  and  mud  didinguiih  between 
things  indifferent  and  neceifary,  in  the  bed  manner  he  can. 
It  is  very  remarkable,  that  the  apodle  John,  who  fpeaks  mod 
uf  the  importance  of  charity  and  mutual  love,  hath  alfo  per-* 
haps  the  lironged  expredions  of  any  of  the  apodles,  on  the 
hatefulnefs  and  danger  of  error.  Thus  he  fays  in  his  fecond 
epidlc,  ver.  10,  11.  "  If  there  come  any  unto  you,  and  bring 
••  not  this  doctrine,  receive  him  not  into  your  houfe,  neither 
**  bid  him  God  fpecd.  For  he  that  biddeth  him  God  fpecd,  i» 
^*  partaker  of  his  evil  deeds/' 

Vol.  II.  Y  y 
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perfon,  character,  and  work  of  Chrift ;  and  if  (as  all  fup^ 
pofe)  bis  undertaking  was  available  for  their  acceptance, 
why  not  of  others  alfo  ?  On  fuch  a  queftion,  no  doubt, 
modefty  and  caution  is  highly  commendable,  and  perhaps 
k  were  wife  in  fome  refpe£ls  to  fufpend  the  determination 
altogether.  But  there  are  cafes  in  which  it  comes  necef- 
farily  to  be  confidered  :  for  inftance,  I  do  not  fee  how  it 
can  be  avoided,  in  fpcaking  of  the  importance  or  neceffity 
of  propagatidg  the  gofpel  among  the  nations  that  know 
not  God. 

We  may  therefore  obferve,  that  the  only  juft  founda- 
tion of  our  hope  in  God,  cither  for  ourfelves  or  others,  ef- 
pecially  as  finncrs,  is  his  promife.     The  firft  of  thefe 
ought  to  be  precifcly  commenfuratc  to  the  laft.     In  fo  £ur    i 
as  it  is  defe^ive,  or  falls  fhort  of  this  meafure,  we  are  f 
chargeable  with  unbelief;    and  in  fo  far  as  it  exceeds,  ^ 
with  prefumption.     Now,  to  whomfoevcr  the  true  God  is 
revealed  in  any  meafure,  as  merciful  and  gracious,  for- 
giving iniquity,  tranfgreffion  and  fin;  however  obfcurely 
he  points  out  the  meritorious  caufc  of  pardon,  if  they  be- 
lieve his  word  and  accept  of  his  mercy,  they  fhall  be  fav- 
ed;  as  we  are  told,  "  Abraham  believed  God,  and  it  was 
"  counted  to  him  for  righteoufnefs."^     As  to  any  others, 
if  they  are  in  abfolute  ignorance  of  the  true  God,  we  muft 
fay,  that  there  doth  not  appear,  from  Scripture,  any  ground 
on  which  to^ffirm,  that  the  efficacy  of  GhriR's  death  ex- 
tends to  them:  on  the  contrary,  we  arc  cxprefsly  told, 
that  they  have  "  no  hope.*'^     We  find  indeed  in  fcrip- 
ture,  that  the  difplay  of  divine  perfeftion  in  the  works  cf 
creation,  and  the  condudl  of  Providence,  is  reprefented  as 
rendering  the  heathens  inexcufable  in  their  contempt  and 
negledt  of  God  :  "  Neverthelefs  he  left  not  himfelf  with- 
*'  out  witnefs,  in  that  he  did  good,  and  gave  us  rain  from 
^  heaven,  and  fruitful  feafons,  filling  our  hearts  with  food 
•*  aiul  gladnefs.c     Becaufe  that  which  may  be  known  of 
**  God  is  roanifeil  in  them  ;  for  God  hath  (hewed  it  unto 
•*  tlj^em.     For  the  invifible  things  of  him  from  the  creatioa 

«  Rom.  Iv.  2.        k  See  the  forecited  palTagc,  Eph.  iu  V3* 
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**  of  the  world  are  clearly  feen,  being  underftood  by  the 
^*  things  that  are  made,  even  his  eternal  power  and  god- 
^^  head ;  fo  that  they  are  without  excufe.^'ji  Should  any 
defire  from  thefe  paflages  to  infer,  that  if  any  of  them 
made  a  juil  and  dutiful  ufe  of  thefe  natural  notices  of  God, 
he  would  not  fruftrate  their  fearch,  but  would  lead  them 
to  the  faving  knowledge  of  himfelf,  I  have  nothing  to  ob- 
jedl  againft  the  general  pofition ;  but  I  am  afraid  it  will 
be  difficult  to  make  any  other  legitimate  ufe  of  this  con- 
ceffion  than  the  apoftle  has  made  already,  that  they  are 
**  without  excufe"  in  their  eftrangement  from  God.  One 
thing  more  we  are  authorifed  from  Scripture  to  fay,  that 
their  guilt  is  in  proportion  to  their  means  of  knowledge ; 
that  they  continue  in  their  natural  (late,  and  are  not 
chargeable  with  the  fin  of  rejeSing  the  gofpel  which  they 
never  heard :  ^^  For  as  many  as  have  finned  without  law, 
**  Ihall  alfo  perifli  without  law;  and  as  many  as  have  fin- 
*'  ned  in  the  law,  fliall  be  judged  by  the  law."^ 

I  proceed  now  to  the  fecond  thing  propofed,  which  was. 
To  make  a  few  retle£tions  on  thisfcheme;  and  ihew,  that 
it  is  not  only  mod  felf-confifient,  but  mod  agreeable  to 
the  other  parts  of  fcripture,  as  well  as  to  the  vifible  ftate 
of  the  world;  and  therefore  that  thofe  who,  in  reafoning 
with  infidels,  depart  from  it  in  any  meafure,  do  thereby 
betray  the  caufe  which  they  profefs  to  fupport. 

We  have  many  proofs  of  the  ingenuity  and  art  of  per- 
fons  under  the  power  of  prejudice,  in  evading  the  force^ 
or  wrefting  the  meaning  of  particular  texts  of  fcripture  ; 
and  therefore  it  muft  ferve  much  for  the  confirmation  of 
any  dofltrine,  that  il  is  not  only  fupported  by  exprefs  paf- 
fages,  but  agreeable  to  the  drain  and  fpirit  of  the  whole. 
That  this  is  the  cafe  with  thedofitrine  in  queftion,  I  might 
fliew  at  great  length :  at  prefent  I  content  myfelf  with 
the  few  following  refledlions.  ift.  There  is  nothing  more 
frequently  or  more  undeniably  found  in  fcripture,  than  a 
celebration  of  the  rich  mercy  and  free  grace  of  God  in 
Chrill  Jefus,  in  fuch  language  as  will  fcarce  accord  with 
any  other  plan  than  that  which  I  have  above  endeavored 
to  explain  and  fupport.  It  has  been  a  remark  frequently 
a  Rom*  i*  19,  30,         b  Rom«  ii«  13« 
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made,  of  the  juftice  of  which  every  fcrious  penifer  of  the 
facred  writings  will  be  fenfible,  that  the  infpired  penmen 
feem,  as  it  were,  to  be  raifed  and  elevated  aJx>ve  their  or. 
dinary  pitch  when  they  are  on  this  theme,  and  that  both 
in  the  Old  and  New  Teftament.  Wherever  there  is  a 
firiking  paffage  in  the  poetic,  or  prophetic  writings,  con- 
Uining  femiments  of  the  mo(i  rapturous  joy,  or  moft  ar- 
dent gratitude,  there  we  may  be  fare  is  a  prophecy  of 
Chrid.  See  the  Pfalmift  David  often  thus  diftingaifliing 
himfelf,  particularly  in,  the  following  paffage :  "  His  name 
^^  fhall  endure  forever :  his  name  fhall  be  continued  as 
"  long  as  the  fun :  and  men  fhall  be  blcffcd  in  him ;  and 
♦'  all  nations  Ihall  call  him  bleffcd.  Bleffed  be  the  Loni 
**  God,  the  God  of  Ifrael,  who  oqly  doth  wondrous  things. 
**  And  bleffed  be  his  glorious  name  forever ;  and  let  the 
^^  whole  earth  be  filled  with  his  glor^.  Amen  and  A- 
"  men."a 

The  apollle  Paul  alfo,  not  only  when  exprcfsly  handling 
the  fubjctt,  but  even  when  he  accidentally  meets  with  it 
in  the  illullration  of  another  argument,  feems  to  fire  at 
the  thought,  and  either  expatiates  upon  it  with  a  profufion 
of  eloquence  and  energy  of  expreflion ;  or  collefts  as  it 
were,  his  whole  force,  and  furprifes  us  more,  by  difpatch- 
ing  it  at  one  fingle  maflcrly  ftroke.^ 

Now,  I  would  afk,  Why  fo  many  encomiums  on  the 
mercy  and  grace  of  God  in  pardoning  fmners  through 
Ghrift,  if  his  undertaking  had  not  been  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  for  their  recovery  ?  Whence  could  arife  fo  deep  an 
obligation  to  gratitude,  if  our  ftate  had  not  been  abfolutely 
deplorable,  or  if  relief  could  have  been  obtained  from  any 
other  quarter  ?  There  muft  furely  be  a  great  impropriety 
in  the  Scripture- language  on  this  fubjeft,  when  ufed  by 
fome  perfohs  agreeably  to  their  other  fentimcnts.  And 
indeed  their  being  very  fparing  of  this  language,  avoiding 
it  as  much  as  poffible,  and  dwelling  with  moft  pleafure  on 
(Jifferent  themes,  is  a  tacit  confeffion  and  acknowledgment 
of  this  truth. 

#  Pftil.  Ixxii.  I  r,  18,  19.     b  See  an  in  (lance  of  the  firft  of  thcfe, 
£ph.  iii,  17.  and  of  the  lafl,  1  Cor.  xvi^  22. 
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Bat,  beiides  the  mercy  of  God  to  the  world  in  general 
in  fending  his  Son  to  redeem  us  who  were  fold  under  fin^ 
we  find  in  fcrlpture  many  ftrong  declarations  of  the  infi. 
nite  mercy  of  God  in  fending  the  tidings  of  falvation  to 
thofe  who  were  ignorant  of  them  before.  This  appears 
from  feveral  of  the  paflages  formerly  cited,  and  many 
more  that  might  be  added.  I  only  mention  one  of  the 
apofik  Paul,  recorded  in  the  ASs  of  the  Apoftlcs :  *«  Be 
**  it  Icnown  therefore  unto  you,  that  the  falvation  of  God 
"  is  fent  unto  the  Gentiles,  and  that  they  will  hear  it."^ 
Now,  what  is  meant  by  this  ?  Were  thefc  Gentiles  in  a 
way  of  falvation  before  ?  and  what  benefit  did  they  reap 
from  this  intelligence  ?  If  it  be  faid,  that  they  were  com- 
paratively in  a  more  advantageous  fituation  than  before ; 
this  when  ftri£kly  examined,  will  be  found  to  draw  after  it 
all  the  cenfequences  fo  difagreeable  to  the  pride  of  man, 
for  which  the  other  fuppofition  is  rejctted.  Or  rather, 
when  their  comparative  advantages  are  carried  fo  far  as  to 
give  any  thing  like  a  confident  meaning  to  the  above  and 
other  paflages  of  Scripture,  it  will  amount  entirely  to  the 
fame  thing.  For  I  hope  no  Chriftian  will  aflert,  that  any 
perfon  in  the  world,  who  hath  the  exercife  of  reafon,  is 
under  a  Natural,  but  only  a  Moral  impoilibility,^  of  co- 
ming to  the  knowledge,  and  doing  the  will  of  God.  If  the 
firft  were  the  cafe,  it  would  take  away  all  fin ;  but  the  laft 
konly  fuchan  obilinate  difmclination,  as  is  dill  confident 
with  guilt  and  blame. 

a  A6ls  xxviii.  28. 

I  I  ufc  the  words  Natural  and  Moral  impoffibility  In  the 
fcnfe  in  which  they  are  ufed  by  the  authors  who  firft  applied 
that  diflin6lioi>  to  fubje6ls  qf  philofophy  and  divinity,  and  not 
in  the  abfurd  fenfe  in  which  fgme  late  iniidel  writers  do  obfti-' 
nately  perfift  in  ufing  them.  Thefe  gentlemen,  inflead  of 
meaninj^  by  Natural  or  Phyfical  neceflity  or  impoiAbility,  that 
which  arifes  from  the  irrefillible  operation  of  the  laws  of  nature, 
and  by  Moral,  a  high  degree  of  probability  from  concurring 
circumftances,  tell  us,  that  Phyfical  necelEty  is  what  arifea 
from  the  laws  of  matter ;  and  Moral,  that  which  arifes  from 
the  laws  of  mind  or  fpirit.  But  nothing  can  be  more  evident, 
than  that  any  influence  from  without  upon  mind  or  fpirit,  if  it 
^e  irrefiflible,  is  as  much  phyfical  or  natural  neceflity  as  any 
other.  And  the  diftih6lion  thus  explained,  or  perverted,  iv 
littcrly  ufelefs,  when  applied  to  XQorals, 
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Another  reflection  we  may  make  on  this  fubjeCt,  That 
according  to  the  conilant  tenor  of  the  holy  Scripture,  not 
only  an  offer  of  mercy  for  Chrifl's  faice  mud  be  made  to 
the  finner,  but  a  change  mud  t)e  wrought  on  his  heart 
and  temper  fo  ^eat,  as  to  be  termed  a  New  Creation, 
and  a  Second  Birth.  The  firft  of  thefe  is  an  zdL  of  thp 
divine  government,  the  lad  is  a  work  of  divine  power. 
Now,  I  would  beg  leave  to  afk,  How  and  where  is  this 
to  be  expelled  ?  It  cannot  furely  proceed  from  the  influ- 
ence of  fabulous  deities,  or  be  the  effe£t  of  idolatrous  rites. 
It  is  not  the  work  of  man,  and  therefore  only  of  the  Spirit 
of  Chrift.  Should  any  think  fit  to  prefume,  that  the  fane 
tifying  influences  of  the  holy  Ghoft  are  beftowed  univer- 
fally,  though  unknown  to  the  receivers;  this  again  anni* 
bilates  all  the  fuperior  advantages  of  Cbrifiians;  and,  on 
the  veiy  bed  poflible  fuppofilion,  is  an  affertion  thrown 
out  at  random,  and  altogether  deditute  of  fupport  from 
the  oracles  of  truth. 

A  third  obfervation  I  would  make.  That  this  fcheme 
alone  makes  the  foundation  of  the  gofpel  fufficient  to  bear 
the  fuperftrudure.  Nothing  elfe  can  fufficiently  account 
for  the  cod  and  expence,  if  1  may  fpeak  fo,  that  have  been 
laid  out  in  the  redemption  of  man.  It  is  very  evident,  that 
both  the  prophets  in  the  Old  Tedament,  and  the  apodles 
in  the  New,  are  at  great  pains  to  give  us  a  view  of  the 
glory  and  dignity  of  the  PERSON  of  CHRIST.  With 
what  magnificent  titles  is  he  adorned  ?  What  glorious  at- 
tributes are  afcribed  to  him  ?  And  what  mighty  works  are 
faid  to  be  done  by  him  ?  All  thefe  confpire  to  teach  us, 
that  he  is  truly  and  properly  God,  God  over  all,  Wcffed 
for  ever.  On  the  other  hand,  How  much  is  his  humilia- 
tion and  abafement  infided  on  ;  the  reproach  and  con- 
tempt of  his  life,  the  pain  and  ignominy  of  his  death  ? 
And  the  infinite  value  of  his  fufferings,  arifing  from  thefe 
two  united  confiderations?  Nothing  can  more  plainly  fliew 
the  guilt  and  mifery  of  man,  than  that  fo  great  a  perfon 
ihould  be  employed  in  refcuing  him,  fo  infinite  a  price 
paid  for  his  ranfom.  If  fuch  a  propitiation  was  neceffary 
for  the  heirs  of  glory,  how  hopelels  muU  be  the  date  of 
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thofe  who  have  no  claim  to,  or  intereft  in,  or  dependence 
upon  it  ia 

The  laft  obfervation  t  am  to  make  at  prefent,  is»  That 
the  fcheme  above  laid  down,  is  alfomod  agreeable  to  the 
vifible  ftate  of  the  world,  and  furnifhes  the  plain  and  the 
only  fuiEcient  anfwer  to  the  old  objeftion  againft  the 
Chriftian  revelation,  the  want  of  univerfality.  This  at 
fertion  to  fome  will  appear  furprifing,  as  it  fecms  to  have 
been  on  purpofe  to  avoid  or  anfwer  this  objection,  that  all 
the  other  opinions  have  been  formed.  However,  they 
ilill  leave  the  objection  in  all  its  force;  nay,  it  is  often  fup- 

e>rted  and  (Irengthened  by  the  reafonings  upon  them, 
ut,  on  the  principles  above  laid  down,  it  is  capable  of 
the  following  plain  and  eafy  folution.  It  is  of  the  infinite 
mercy  and  free  grace  of  God,  that  he  did  not  leave  all 
mankind  to  perifti  in  a  ftate  of  fin  and  mifery.  Where 
then  lies  the  difficulty  in  believing,  that  fome  only,  and 
not  all,  are  faved,  or  are  furniflied  with  the  means  of  falva- 
tion  ?-  If  all  are  juftly  liable  to  wrath,  upon  which  the 
whole  gofpel  is  built,  mercy  to  a  part  can  never  be  impro- 
bable, or  unworthy  of  God,  on  account  of  the  ruin  in  th& 
reft:  fo  that  the  objeftion  can  only  take  its  rife  from  doubt 
or  dift}elief  of  that  firft  and  fundamental  truth. 

If  a  prince  had  a  number  of  traitors  in  his  power,  whofe 
trcafon  was  r>f  the  moll  aggravated  and  inexcufaWe  kind^ 
and  we  (hould  be  informed  that  he  had  granted  a  free  par- 
don to  fome,  and  left  the  reft  to  fuffcr  the  juft  punifhment 
of  their  crime;  would  it  be  the  leafl  objetlion  againft  his 
clemency,  that  it  extended  only  to  a  feleft  number  of  the 
offenders  ?  or  woukl  it  be  any  juft  imj^achment  6f  his 
Hianagcment,  or  render  the  intelligence  incredible,  fnp- 
pofing  the  prince  to  be  wife,  as  well  as  gracious  ?  The 
cafe  is  precifely  the  fame  with  God.  If  it  be  but  granted, 
that  it  is  Mercy  extended  to  thofe  who  efcape,  this  abfo- 

a  It  is  a  ftrong  confirmation  of  this,  that  it  holds  almoft 
without  exception,  in  comp-irin^  the  fentimcnts  and  fcheme^ 
of  the  different  parties  of  Chriftians,  that  thofe  who  have  the 
ilin^hteft  fenfe  of  the  neceflity  of  atonement,  and  the  pjreateft 
bias  to  a  felf-rightcous  plan,  are  always  mod  difpofed  to  leflcn 
the  ^!ory  of  our  Redeemer's  perfon  ;  le?n  moil  to,  or  judge 
mafi  favorably  of  the  Socinian  or  Arian  bypoihefis. 
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lately  deftroys  the  force  of  any  objedtion  that  can  te 
drawn  from  the  number  or  circumdances  of  tbofe  that 
perifti. 

There  is  in  this  refpeft  a  beautiful  and  inrtruftivc  ana- 
logy between  the  courfc  of  divine  Providence,  and  the  mc- 
tliods  of  divine  grace;  and  much  in  both  muft  be  rcfolvcd 
into  the  wifdom  and  fovereignty  of  God,  There  is  an 
immenfe  variety  in  the  diftribution  both  of  natural  ad- 
vantages and  fpiritual  bleflTmgs;  and  it  is  vain  for  us  to 
cxpedi  that  wc  fhouLI  be  able  to  allign  the  whole,  or  in- 
deed almoll  any,  of  the  grounds  either  of  the  one  or  the 
other.  But  if  neither  fort  is  merited,  if  both  are  the  cf- 
fefts  of  free  uixlcferved  bounty,  this  cuts  off  all  caufe  of 
complaint ;  and  as  to  the  difference  which  We  obfervc  in 
fadl,  particularly  with  regard  to  the  lad,  we  muft  be  con- 
tent to  fay,  with  the  apollle  Paul,  "  For  God  hath  conclu- 
•*  ded  them  all  in  unbelief,  that  he  might  have  mercy  up- 
•*  on  all.  O  the  depth  of  the  riches  both  of  the  wifdom  and 
**  knowledge  of  God !  How  unfearchable  are  bis  judg^ 
•*  ments,  and  his  ways  paft  finding  out  V^a 

From  thefe  obfervatioiis  it  will  plainly  appear,  that  de- 
parting from  the  principles  above  laid  down,  is  a  very 
great  injury  to  the  caufe  of  truth,  and  ftrengthens  that  of 
infidelity.  If  they  are  founded  upon  the  word  of  God,  as 
I  hope  has  been  fufficiently  proved,  then  no  good  can  pof- 
fibly  flow  from  foftening  or  difgaifmg  them,  in  order  to 
leffen  their  oppofition  to  the  pride  and  prejudices  of  cor- 
rupt minds.  Has  fuchcondudl  in  fidl  leQened  the  num- 
ber of  infidels,  or  reconciled  them  to  the  doi1:rine  of  Chrift? 
On  the  contrary,  have  they  not  become  more  numerous, 
and  more  bold  in  their  oppofition  to  the  gofpel,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  attempts  that  have  been  Ind  are  made  to 
iuit  it  to  their  tafle  ?  Nay,  have  they  not  made  ufe  of  in- 
numerable  palHiges  from  Ghriftian  writers  in  fupport  of 
their  own  caufe?  For  in  all  fuch  cafes,  as  Chriftians  fpeak 
m-rely  the  lan,;yiiage  of  natural  religion,  or  magnify  the 
prefent  powers  of  the  humin  mind,  in  order  to  rear  up  a 
i'eif-rigiiteoas  Tcheme,  they  are  confidered  by  infidels,  and 
jullly,  n^l  as  defending  the  gofpel  with  fucccfs,  but  as 

«  Rom.  xi.  32,  33. 
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yielding  up  the  great  point  in  debate,  and  coming  over  to 
their  own  party. 

I  proceed  now  to  make  fome  praftical  improvement  of 
this  fubjedl.     And,  in  the 

I  ft  place,  From  what  hath  been  faid,  you  may  fee  the 
real,  the  unfpeakable  moment  of  propagating  Chriftian 
knowledge.  It  is  indeed,  fo  far  as  it  is  cordially  embraced, 
turning  men  •*  from  darknefs  to  light,  and  from  the  pow- 
"  er  of  Satan  unto  God."  Thefe  words  have  a  deep  and 
interefting  meaning,  if  uftderftood  as  above^  but  not  other- 
wife.  Let  us  only  fuppofe  thofe  who  deny  or  call  in 
queftion  the  abfolute  neceffity  of  falvation  through  Ghrift^ 
employed  as  miflionaries  in  converting  the  Heathens : 
bow  cold,  how  ambiguous  and  inconclufive  the  arguments 
tvith  which  they  would  endeavor  to  prefs  the  change ! 
But  the  view  of  it  given  above,  muft  in  the  ftrongeft  man- 
ner difpofe  every  ferious  perfon  to  fupport  fuch  a  defign, 
and  powerfully  animate  to  diligence  thofe  who  are  em- 
ployed in  carrying  it  into  execution. 

It  is  allowed  by  all,  that  doing  good,  and  communica- 
ting happinefs,  is  the  moft  excellent  charadler;  that  pro- 
moting the  intereft  of  our  brethren  of  mankind,  is  a  na- 
toral  fruit  and  expreflionof  our  love  to  God,  and  an  imi- 
tation of  the  divine  benignity.  But  what  comparifon  19 
there  between  any  afts  of  beneficence  that  regard  only  the 
prefent  life  and  the  welfare  of  the  body,  and  thofe  that 
affcdt  the  everlafling  intereft  of  an  immortal  fpirit  ?  As 
hr  as  God's  redeeming  grace  is  fuperior  to  his  providenti- 
al care,  fo  far  muil  our  fmcere  and  fuccefsful  endeavors  to 
promote  the  falvation  of  the  foul,  excel  any  relief  or  help 
we  can  give  to  the  wants  of  the  body. 

The  laft  of  thefe  purpofes,  however,  is  often  celebrated 
by  infidels,  in  oppofition  to  the  other,  which  they  delight 
in  treating  with  derifion  and  fcorn.  But  as  nothing  can 
be  more  evident  than  its  comparative  excellence,  fuppo- 
fing  its  reality ;  fo  there  is  not  the  leaft  contrariety  be- 
tween the  two  dcfigns:  fo  far  from  it,  that  they  are  ftrong- 
ly  connected  together,  and  are  always  beft  promoted  in 
conjunction.  There  may  be  indeed  fingle  inftances  of 
perfons,  from  oftentation  or  other  falfc  motives,  parting 

Vol..  IL  Z  z 
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with  their  goods  to  feed  the  poor,  who  have  no  true  love 
to  God  or  their  brethren.  But  in  general,  it  is  certain, 
that  thofe  who  have  '*  their  treafure  in  heaven;  who  love 
"  not  the  world,  nor  the  things  of  the  world ;"  (which, 
however  hard  a  faying  it  may  appear,  is  the  real  chara£ter 
of  every  Chrillian)  will  more  eafily  communicate  of  what 
tliey  poffcfs  to  thofe  who  (land  in  need.  True  religion 
always  enlarges  the  heart,  and  ftrengthens  the  focial  tie. 
Every  believer  muft  view  his  poor  brethren  in  feveral  en- 
dearing  lights,  as  children  of  the  fame  heavenly  Father, 
as  under  the  fame  original  guilt,  dependent  on  the  fame 
Saviour,  and  preparing  for  the  fame  judgment;  whereas 
wicked  men,  however  various  their  charafters,  do  habitu- 
ally, by  luxury  and  felf-indulgence  of  fome  kind  or  other, 
feed  their  pride,  increafe  their  wants,  and  inflame  thdr 
appetites.  This  not  only  gives  them  a  narrow  turn  of 
mind,  but  often  walles  their  fubilance ;  and  fo  necelEiri- 
ly  obftrufts  their  liberality,  by  taking  away  both  the  in- 
clination and  ability  to  beftow. 

And  as  thofe  who  have  a  juft  concern  for  the  everlafting 
intereft  of  others,  will  be  moft  difpofed  to  relieve  their 
prefent  diftreffes  ;  fo  the  bounty  of  fuch  will  always  be 
beft  diredled,  and  followed  with  the  happieft  efFeCts.  They 
never  feparate  the  two  great  ends,  of  making  men  happy 
in  this  world,  and  heirs  of  eternal  life;  and  will  therefore 
have  it  as  their  chief  care,  to  promote  induftry  and  fobric- 
ty  in  all  whom  they  take  upon  them  to  fupply.  It  is  too 
often  feen,  that  what  is  dignified  with  the  fined  names, 
and  reprefented  as  the  efledl  of  generofity,  humanity,  and 
companion,  is  wholly  without  merit  in  the  giver^  perni- 
cious and  hurtful  to  the  receiver.  How  many  diffolute 
livers  are  not  covetous,  only  becaufe  they  are  undef  the 
dominion  of  a  contrary  paflion  ?  In  the  mean  time,  what 
they  bellow,  is  eith^-r  entirely  thrown  away  by  an  indif- 
criminate  profufion;  or,  as  is  more  commonly  the  cafe,  it 
is  worfe  than  thrown  away,  being  confined  to  the  moft 
worthlefs  of  all  wretches,  who  are  their  affiftants  or  com- 
panions in  their  crimes.  In  oppcfition  to  this,  a  real 
Chriflian,  fupremely  governed  by  the  love  of  God,  will 
direft  every  aftion  to  his  glory ;  and  while  compaffion, 
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llrengthened  by  a  fcnfe  of  duty,  excites  him  to  deal  his 
bread  to  the  hungry,  he  will  have  a  ftill  fuperior  folicitude 
to  prefer^je  them  from  fm,  Inftead  of  an  injudicious  fup- 
ply  of  fuel  to  their  luft,  which  is  eafy  to  a  flothful,  and 
gratifying  to  a  carnal  mind,  he  will  endeavor  to  fit  them 
for  heaven,  by  fuitable  inftruflion;  and  refcue'them  from 
want  and  idlenefs  in  this  world,  by  lawful  induftry. 

TJiefe  two  great  purpofes  have  been  jointly  promoted 
by  the  fociety  in  Scotland  for  propagating  Chriftian  know- 
]edge.  They  have  been  promoted  with  a  mofl  laudable 
zeal  and  diligence,  and  with  a  fuccefs  fully  equal  to  the 
means  the  fociety  are  poffefled  or  furniftied  with  for  carry. 
ing  them  on.  The  promoting  of  true  religion,  loyalty, 
and  induftry,  in  the  highlands  of  Scotland,  was  the  firft 
obje£l  of  their  care:  and  the  importance  of  encouraging 
it  has  been  reprefented  in  the  ftrongeft  light  on  many 
former  occafions  of  this  fort,  and  is  well  known.  But 
there  is  another  part  of  their  defign,  to  fpread  the  know- 
ledge  of  Chrift,  the  only  Saviour  of  finners,  among  the  un- 
enlightened  Heathen  nations.  On  this,  the  fubjeft  of  my 
difcourfe  leads  me  to  fpeak  a  little  more  particularly. 

Of  the  importance  of  fuch  a  defign  every  one  who  be- 
lieves tlie  gofpel  muft  be  fenfible.  But,  except  the  very 
reftridled  efforts  of  the  fociety,  little  or  nothing  has  ever 
been  attempted  by  the  Britifli  nation.  And  is  not  God, 
in  his  righteous  Providence  towards  us  at  prefent,  mani- 
feftly  and  feverely  punilhing  us  for  this  negledl?  Are  we 
not  engaged  in  war  with  a  potent  and  formidable  neigh- 
bor, in  which  the  fupreme  Difpofcr  of  all  events  hath  vifi- 
bly  written  difappointmenton  every  one  of  our  attempts? 
Did  hot  this  war  take  its  rife  from  the  difputed  limits  of 
our  territories  in  America?  And  are  not  our  colonies  in 
that  part  of  the  world  expofed  to  the  moft  cruel  and  mer- 
rilefs  depredations?  Are  not  families,  which  ought  to  be 
quiet  and  peaceable  habitations,  frequently  alarmed  in  the 
filence  of  the  night  with  the  cry  of  war;  and  the  tendered 
relations  often  butchered  in  each  other's  prefence,  and 
that  by  a  people  of  a  ftrange  language,  while  the  weak  mo- 
ther  and  helplefs  infant  can**only  lift  a  fupplicating  eye, 
but  canngt  afe  for  mercy?  Who  then  are  the  inftrumems 
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of  this  cruelty?  Muft  we  not  anfwer,  Thofe  very  Indians, 
a  great  part  of  whofe  territory  we  poffefs,  and  whom,  with 
a  contempt  equally  impolitic  and  unchriftian,  we  fuller 
to  continue  in  ignorance  of  the  only  living  and  true  God, 
and  Jefus  Chrift  whom  he  hath  fent  ? 

Such  a  particular  interpretation  of  the  language  of  Pro. 
vidence  may  be  thought  bold;  but  there  are  many  cir- 
cumftances  which,  in  a  manner,  conflrain  us  to  confefs 
its  propriety.  We  have  been  a  nation  early  and  long  fa- 
vored with  the  light  of  divine  truth,  and  are  therefore 
bound  to  communicate  it  to  others.  That  diftant  country 
was  a  refuge  to  many  of  our  pious  forefathers,  when  flying 
from  the  rage  of  ecclefiaflic  tyranny ;  and  the  territory 
either  taken  from,  or  ceded  to  us  by  thefe  people^  has  been 
the  great  fource  of  wealth  and  power  to  thi?  nation.  But 
what  feems  chiefly  to  warrant  this  application  is,  that  the 
care  taken  by  our  enemies  to  convert  the  Indians,  is  the 
chief,  if  not  the  fmgle  caufe  of  thejr  fuperior  intereft 
among  that  people.  Their  free,  independent  manner  of 
Jiving,  makes  the  Britifh  temper,  charafter,  and  cuftoms, 
in  all  other  refpefts  more  afrreeable  to  them.  But  being 
once  converted,  not  to  the  Chrillian  faith,  but  to  the  Ro- 
mifli  fuperftition,  they  are  inviolably  attached  to  the 
French  intereft.  And  that  politic,  but  fraudulent  nati- 
on, are  able  to  cover  and  excufe  their  own  treacherous 
defigns,  by  the  ungovernable  and  favage  barbarity  of  their 
Indian  allies. 

Can  there  be  therefore  a  more  noble,  a  more  important, 
or  more  neceffary  exercifeof  Chriftian  charity,  than  ena- 
bling the  fociety  to  carry  on  their  ufeful  and  falutary 
fchemes,  efpecially  to  extend  their  miflions  to  the  Indian 
tribes?  Who  that  knows  the  value  of  immortal  fouls,  can 
refufe  to  contribute  his  fhare  in  promoting  this  excellent 
defign?  Who  that  fears  the  jult  judgment  and  difpleafure 
of  God,  can  refufe  to  take  this  llep,  amongft  others,  evi- 
dently  neceffary  for  averting  his  threatened  vengeance  ? 
And  who  that  loves  his  Redeemer's  name,  but  muft  defirc 
that  it  fliould  be  adored  from  the  rifinfr  to  the  fetting  fun  ? 
The  boldnefs  and  attivity  of  fmners  in  fpreading  every 
fpeci^g  of  coiruptipn,  ihould  excite  an  cmulatipn  in  b^- 
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Jievers  not  to  be  behind  hand  in  the  fervice  of  a  much 
better  maftcr.  Have  we  not  feen  much  profane  zeal  dif- 
covered  in  fupport  of  the  mod  pernicious  and  criminal 
amufements,  which  confume  time,  enervate  the  body,  and 
pollute  the  mind?  And  ihall  there  not  be  a  like  concern 
to  promote  knowledge  and  holinefs  in  the  uncivilized 
parts  of  our  own  country,  atid  to  carry  the  glad  tidings  of 
the  gofpel  of  peace  to  thofe  who  now  fit  in  darknefs,  and 
in  the  region  and  fhadow  of  death?  Are  there  not  many 
to  whom  the  name  of  a  Saviour  is  precious,  ^'  even  as 
"  ointment  poured  forth  ;*•  who  burn  with  defire,  that 
the  riches  of  divine  grace,  which  can  never  be  exhaufled, 
may  be  more  largely  difFufed  ?  And  will  not  all  fuch 
chearfully  and  liberally  contribute  to  extend  the  bounds 
of  their  Redeemer's  kingdom,  in  the  profpe6t  of  that  bleff- 
cd  time,  when  the  knowledge  of  God  Ihall  cover  the  earth 
Stt  the  waters  cover  the  fea  ?  Or  of  that  ftill  more  glori- 
ous period,  when  every  veflel  of  mercy,  from  the  eaft, 
weft,  north  and  fouth,  ihall  be  gathered  together,  and  fit 
down  with  Abraham,  and  Ifaac,  ^nd  Jacob,  in  the  king* 
dom  of  their  Father  ? 

I  (hall  now  conclude  my  difcourfe,  by  preaching  this 
Saviour  to  all  who  hear  me,  and  intreating  you,  in  tha 
moft  earned  manner,  to  believe  in  Jefus  Chrift;  "  for  thero 
"  is  no  falvation  in  any  other."  This  is  far  from  being 
unneceffary  or  improper,  even  in  an  audience  of  profefL 
ing  Chriflians.  Wherever  there  is  a  national  profeflion 
of  the  gofpel,  there  are  always  many  who,  though  they  re- 
tain the  name  of  Chriftians,  are  ftrangers  to  real  faith  in 
Chrift,  or  union  with  God  through  him ;  nay,  who  in  their 
hearts  are  enemies  to  the  truth  in  its  fimplicity  and  purity. 
It  is  in  vain  to  atten^pt,  by  reafoning,  to  bring  men  to  an 
acknowledgment  of  the  truth  of  the  Chriftian  dodtrine  in 
fpeculation,  unlefs  we  alfo  bring  them  to  fuch  a  perfonal 
conviction  of  their  guilt  and  wretchednefs,  as  will  make 
them  receive  the  information  of  Chrift's  character  and 
work,  as  glad  tidings  to  their  own  fouls.  No  other  con- 
verts  receive  any  benefit  themfelves  by  the  change ;  nor 
arc  they  of  any  fervice  to  Chrift  and  his  caufe,  except  fo 
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far  as  they  are  over-ruled  by  the  fovereign  providence  of 
that  God  who  only  can  "  bring  good  out  of  evil." 

Wherefore,  my  beloved  hearers,  be  perfuaded»  from  the 
word  of  God,  which  you  profefs  to  believe,  from  the  ftate 
of  the  world,  which  you  may  fee,  and  of  your  own  hearts, 
which  you  may  feel,  that  you  are  by  nature  wretched,  and 
miferable,  and  poor,  and  blind,  and  naked.  You  are  fo 
far  from  having  fuch  a  conformity  to  the  pure  and  perfeft 
law  of  God,  in  your  thoughts,  words,  and  aftions,  and  the 
principles  from  which  they  ought  to  flow,  as  can  entitle 
you  to  his  favor,  that  the  imaginations  of  your  hearts  are 
only  evil  from  your  youth,  and  that  continually.  What- 
ever  imaginary  fchemes  of  a  virtuous  charadlcr  you  may 
reft  or  glory  in,  you  are  wholly  unable  to  Hand  the  trial  of 
God*s  impartial  judgment.  Oh!  how  hard  is  it  to  con- 
vince men  of  fin,  even  while  the  earth  groans  under  their 
guilt  ?  Would  but  thofe  who  are  moft  apt  to  boaft  of  the 
dignity  of  their  nature,  and  the  perfcflion  of  their  virtue, 
make  an  exa6t  regifter  of  all  the  thoughts  that  arife  in  their 
minds;  there  remains  ftill  as  much  of  the  law  of  God 
written  upon  their  hearts,  as  would  judge  them  out  of 
their  own  mouths.  Inltead  of  being  able  to  bear  that  fuch 
a  record  Ihould  be  expofed  to  public  view,  they  could  not 
even  endure  themfelves  to  perufe  it:  for  felf-flattery  is 
their  ruling  charafter,  but  felf-abhorrence  would  be  the 
effeft  of  this  difcovery.  Ought  you  not  therefore  to  be 
ready  to  acknowledge,  that  you  are  altogether  as  an  un- 
clean thing,  and  unable  to  Hand  before  God  if  he  enter 
into  judgment  ?  But  whether  you  acknowledge  it  or  not, 
I  bear  from  God  himfelf  this  meffage  to  you  all,  that  what- 
ever  may  be  your  charafter,  formed  upon  worldly  max- 
ims, and  aniniated  by  ambitious  and  worldly  views,  if 
you  are  not  reconciled  to  God  through  Jefus  Chrill,  if 
you  are  not  clothed  widi  the  fpotlefs  robe  of  his  righteouf- 
nefs,  you  mufl  for  ever  perifli. 

But  behold,  through  this  man  is  preached  unto  you  the 
forgivenefs  of  fins.  There  is  a  fulnefs  of  merit  in  his  obe- 
dience and  death  to  procure  your  pardon.  There  is  no 
fin  of  fo  deep  a  dye,  or  {0  infectious  a  lUln,  but  his  blood 
is  fufficient  to  wafli  il  out.     This  is  no  new  doclrlne,  or 
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modem  difcovery,  to  gratify  a  curious  mind.  Perhaps 
you  have  heard  fuch  things  fo  often,  that  you  naufeate  and 
difdain  the  repetition.  But  they  are  the  words  of  eternal 
life,  on  which  your  fouls'  falvation  abfolutely  depends ; 
and  therefore,  though  this  call  fhould  come  but  once  more 
to  be  rejefled,  it  is  yet  again  within  your  offer ;  and  as 
'*  an  ambaflador  from  Chrift,  as  though  God  did  befeech 
•*  you  by  me,  I  pray  you  in  Chrifrs  Head  be  ye  reconciled 
**  unto  God."  You  have  heard  the  danger  of  all  who  are 
without  Chrift  ;  but  I  befeech  you  remember  the  aggra- 
vated guilt,  and  the  fuperior  danger  of  thofe  who  continue 
obflinate  under  the  gofpel.  All  the  mercy  that  is  fhown 
to  fmners  in  the  offer,  fliall  inflame  the  charge  againft  them 
in  the  great  day,  if  they  are  found  impenitent.  Mercy 
and  juftice  are  never  feparated  in  any  part  of  the  gofpel 
plan.  They  illullrate  each  other  in  the  contrivance,  they 
ihine  together  on  the  crofs,  and  they  Ihall  be  jointly  ma- 
nifeft  in  the  day  of  judgment.  Shall  not  the  blood  of 
Chrift,  which  is  fo  powerful  in  its  influence  for  taking 
away  the  guilt  of  thofe  who  truft  in  it,  greatly  add  to  the 
guilt  and  danger  of  thofe  who  defpife  it  ?  "  Be  wife  now, 
"  therefore,  Oye  kings,"  and  all  of  every  rank;  *'bein- 
"  ftruftcd,  ye  judges  of  the  earth.  Serve  the  Lord  with 
'*  fear,  and  rejoice  with  trembling.  Kifs  the  Son,  left  he 
**  be  angry,  and  ye  perifh  from  the  way,  when  his  wrath 
•*  is  kindled  but  a  little:  blefled  are  all  they  that  put  their 
"  trufl  in  \\\mya 

a  Pikl.  ii.  10,  11,  12. 
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IlJ  a  note  in  the  fefraon  on  A6ts  iv.  il.  "  Neither  U 
**  there  falvation  in  atiy  other/*  the  reader  will  ffnd, 
Lt  I  have  intimated  two  things:  i.  That  if  a  favorablo 
Judgment  oF  the  dpinion^  of  others,  be  the  fcripture  mean- 
ing of  cbattty^  then  certainly  fome  bounds  mufl  be  fet  to 
it;  and  it  mu(l  be  praife  or  blame  worthy,  according  to 
the  cafes  in  which  it  is  exercifed.  a.  That  I  am  inclined 
to  think,  diat  this  is  not  the  meaning  of  the  word  in  fcrip. 
ture ;  but  that  it  means  an  ardent  and  unfeigned  love  to 
Others,  and  a  defire  of  their  welfare,  temporal  and  eternal ; 
and  may  very  well  confift  with  the  ftrongeft  abhorrence  of 
their  wicked  principles,  and  the  deeped  concern  for  their 
dangerous  (lata.  At  the  fame  time  it  was  hinted,  that 
this  fubjeft  deferved  a  more  diftinfil  and  full  illuftration. 
I  was  fufSciently  aware,  even  at  the  time  of  writing,  that 
this  declaration  would  bring  down  upon  me  the  high  dif- 
pleafure  of  certain  perfons.  And  fo  indeed  it  happened, 
to  fuch  a  deja:ree,  that  fome,  according  to  their  wonted 
Candor,  and  (in  their  own  fenfe)  mod  charit^able  interpre- 
Vol.  II.  3  A 
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tation,  have  afSrmed,  that  I  had  in  that  paflage,  opeoijr 
declared  againil  charity.  This  hath  induced  me,  on jio. 
tice  of  a  fecond  edition  being  intended,  to  offer  a  few  re- 
fledtionsonthisrubjeft;  which  I  hope  fiiall  be  conduced 
in  as  cool  and  critical  a  manner,  as  can  in  reafon  be  de- 
fired,  that  I  may  not  offend  againft  charity,  even  when 
writing  upon  the  lubje£t. 

Let  me  begin  by  Tettling  precifely  the  fubjeA  of  the  in- 
qutry.  It  will,  or  at  leaft  ought  to  be,  acknowledged,  that 
with  many  the  current  meaning  of  the  word  charity  isy 
to  have  a  favorable  epinion  of  the  fentiments  of  others, 
who  are  fuppofed  to  differ  from  us;  that  is  to  fay  (for  it  is 
not  very  ealy  to  define  it  clearly)  to  think,  that  they  are 
innocently  miftaken  in  judgment,  and  that  they  have  as 
honeftly  inquired  after  truth  as  ourfelves ;  and  thereforela 
conclude,  that  asperfons  truly  fmcere,  and  a^ng  accold- 
fng  to  their  light,  they  ftiall  meet  with  the  final  acceptance 
of  God.  That  this  is  the  meaning  with  many,  if  it  ihouU 
be  denied,  I  prove  from  the  following  circumftance,  that 
charity  in  fentiment,  or  charity  in  general  (except  when 
it  is  taken  in  a  limited  fenfe,  as  fignifying  bounty  to  the 
poor)  is  always  applied  to  thofe  wha  differ  from  US,  and 
never  to  thofe  who  agree  with  us;  and  indeed  it  is  about 
the  difference  that  it  is'  fuppofed  to  be  exercifed. 

I.  Now,  the^r^r  thing  I  obfervc  upon  this  is,  that  if 
the  above  be  the  fcripture  meaning  of  charity,  then  cer- 
tainly fome  bounds  muft  be  fet  to  it;  and  it  rauft  be  praife 
or  blame- worthy  according  to  the  cafes  in  which  it  is  ex- 
ercifed. I  make  this  fuppofition,  bccaufe  though  it  is 
propofed  in  the  courfe  of  thefe  remarks,  to  fliow,  that  the 
above  is  not  the  fcripture  meaning  of  the  word;  yet  there 
is  really,  within  certain  limits,  a  duty  of  this  kind  prc- 
fcribed  to  us^in  fcripture,  but  never  called  charity.  The 
duty  1  mean  ia  mutual  forbearance,  and  guarding  againft 
ra(h  judgment ;  but  it  is  remarkable,  that  neither  in  the 
defeription  of  this  duty,  nor  in  the  arguments  urging  to- 
the  praftice  of  it,  is  the  word  charity^  or  the  neccflky  of 
charity,  ever  once  introduced. a     The  proper  olije£ls  of 

a  I  do  not  know  whether  I  fhould  call  it  an  exception  f.*onv 
tfiiis,  that  in  one  palTage,  when  the  Apoille  Paul  is  fpeakiog  of 
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forbearance  are  matters  of  indifference,  or  rather  matters 
of  comparatively  fmall  moment;  and  the  fin  of  rafli  judg- 
ing confifts  in  believing  things  to  be  of  more  moment 
than  they  are,  and  attributing  outward  actions  or  expref* 
•fions  to  bad  motives  or  principles,  without  neceffity.  I 
fay,  without  neceffity ;  becaufe  it  is  allowed  by  every  ju- 
dicious and  accurate  writer  upon  rafh  judging,  that  a  per- 
fon  cannot  be  chargeable  with  this  fin,  merely  for  think- 
ing ill  of  another's  temper  or  practice,  "upon  clear  and  ir- 
refiilible  evidence.  To  do  otherwife,  in  many  cafes,  is 
cither  wholly  impoflible,  or  argues  a  weaknefs  of  under- 
fianding ;  which  cannot  be  the  objeft  of  approbation,  nor 
confequently  of  imitation. 

Let  us  therefore  fuppofe,  that  this  duty  of  forbearance^ 
which  indeed  I  take  to  be  wholly  diftinft  in  its  nature,  is 
the  charity  fo  ftrongly  recommended,  and  fo  highly  ap- 
plauded in  fcripture,  and  that  it  is  to  be  exercifed  with 
regard  to  the  opinions  of  others.  In  that  cafe  it  muft  have 
certain  bounds,  for  the  following  reafons, 

I.  If  it  were  otherwife,  we  (hould  then  either  want  a 
meaning  for  many  declarations  and  precepts  in  fcripture; 
or,  which  is  worfe,  fliould  perceive  them  to  be  evidently 
abfurd  and  ill  founded.  That  I  may  not  tire  the  reader, 
I  (liall  not  adduce  the  tenth  part  of  what  is  faid  on  this 
fabjeft  in  fcripture  ;  but  muft  beg  of  him  to  weigh  the 
following  paffagcs,  and  to  make  fome  refle£tions  on  their 
manifeft  purpole  :  Jude  v.  3,  4,  "  Beloved,  when  I  gave 
**  all  diligence  to  write  imto  you  of  the  common  falvati- 
*•  on,  it  was  needful  for  me  to  write  unto  you,  and  ex- 
**  hort  you,  that  ye  fhould  earneftly  contend  for  the  faith 
**  which  was  once  delivered  unto  the  faints.  For  tliere 
^  are  certain  men  crept  in  unawares,  who  were  before  of 

ilie  oppofite  fins,  of  judging  others  on  the  one  hand,  or  defpi- 
(Lng  them  on  the  other,  he  introduces  walking  charitably.  But 
it  is  in  a  fcrtfe  quite  oppofite  to  what  it  would  have  been  ufed 
in  by  one  pleading  for  the  modem  charity.  It  is  not  the  man 
who  judges  rafhly  that  he  charges  with  uncharitablenefs,  but 
him  who  def\)ifeth  his  weak  brother,  and  is  at  no  pains  t6 
avoid  giving  offence  :  Rom.  xiv.  15.  "  But  if  thy  brother  be 
*f  grieved  with  thy  meat,  now  walked  thou  not  charitably, 
•#  Dcftro^  not  him  yr\W\  thy  meaj  for  whojja  Cbrift  diedt'* 
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"  old  ordained  to  this  condemnation,  ungodly  men,  tnm* 
^'  ing  the  grace  of  our  Grod  into  lafcivioufnefs,  and  deny^ 
**  ing  the  only  Lord  God,  and  our  Lord  Jefus  ChrilL*'— 
Here  I  think  is  plainly  a  duty  with  regard  to  opinions, 
altogether  different  from  that  of  forbearance.  The  one 
requires  us  not  fo  much  as  to  judge  our  brethren ;  the 
other  requires  us  to  contend  eameftly  with  them.  .Tbg 
one  fuppofe?  the  trifling  difference  to  be  wholly  buned; 
the  other  implies,  that  it  ihould  be  kept  plearly  in  view, 
and  all  poflible  pains  taken  to  fupport  the  truth,  and  tQ 
refute  the  error.  The  one  fuppofes  entire  peace  and  uni- 
on ;  the  other  implies  a  firm  and  refolute  oppofition,  fo  a| 
to  come  to  no  terms  which  imply  confent  or  approbation* 
The  phrafeology  through  the  whole  paffage  teaches  us  to 
interpret  it  as  I  have  done ;  "  There  are  certain  men/* 
fays  he,  "  prept  in  unawares ;''  plainly  fignifying,  that 
if  they  h^  npt  crept  in  fecretly,  they  would  not,  or  ought 
not  to  have  been  fuffered  tp  cpme  in  openly.  Now,  if 
charity  and  forbearance  be  the  fanie  thing,  here  are  fome 
perfons  defcribed,  whom  we  are  not  to  forbear,  and  confe- 
quently  for  whom  we  are  to  have  no  charity:  therefore  it 
mud  have  fome  limitation.  Let  it  J^e  as  extenfive  as  you 
ivill,  it  is  not  boundlcfs. 

Titus  i.  3[o,  II,  13.  **  For  there  are  many  unruly  and 
**  vain  talker?  and  deceivers,  efpecially  they  of  the  cir- 
**  cumcifion:  whpfe  mouths  muft  be  flopped,  who  fubvert 
"  whole  houfe§,  teaphing  thing?  which  they  ought  not,  for 
"  filthy  lucre's  fake.— Wherefpre,  rebuke  them  fliarply, 
**  that  they  may  be  found  in  the  faith."  Now,  let  me  a(k 
any  unprejudiced  reader,  )\hether  fliarp  rebuke  be  npt  ^ 
very  different  thing  from  forbearance  ?  How  can  you  re- 
buke thofe  whom  you  may  not  fo  much  as  judge  ?  or  why 
ihould  you  attempt  to  make  them  found  in  the  faith,  if 
they  are  already  received  of  God  ?  As  it  is"expreffed, 
Rom.  xiv.  3.  Befides,  what  is  the  jneanipg  of  lubvcrting 
whole  houfes?  and  of  flopping  the  mouths  of  the  falfe 
teachers,  to  prevent  or  remedy  this  fubverfion  ?  In  the 
fame  epiftle,  chap.  iii.  10.  the  apoftle  fays,  *'  A  man  that 
'**  is  an  heretic,  after  the  firll  and  fecond  admonition,  ff- 
^*j€&,'*    Does  not  this  fuppofe,  tloat  it  is  poffiblc  for  ^ 
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man  to  be  a  heretic  ?  Does  not  the  apoftle  here  ordain  a 
fentence  of  expulfion  to  be  paiTed  againft  him,  after  the 
pains  taken  to  reclaim  him  appear  to  be  iruitlefs  ?  It  is 
plain,  therefore,  that  if  charity  be  the  fame  with  forbear- 
ance, it  mull  have  linnu'i;  for  if  every  body  muft  be  for- 
bom,  then  certainly  nobody  can  be  expelled. 

I  muft  not  here  pafs  by  an  aftonifiiing  interpretation 
pat  by  fomQ,  and  men  of  learning  too,  upon  the  following 
yerfe  of  the  fame  chapter:  ^^  Knowing  that  he  that  is  fuch, 
•*  is  fubverted  and  finneth,  being  condemned  of  himfelf;" 
that  is,  fay  fome,  no  man  is  an  heretic  in  the  fenfe  of  this 
paflage,  but  who  is  felfcondemned,  or  is  ading  contrary 
to  his  own  convi£tion ;  fo  that  he  muft  be  rejefled,  not 
for  the  error  of  his  judgment,  but  for  the  obftinacy  and 
depravation  of  his  heart.  I  do  not  remember  to  have  feen 
Itfiy  ftronger  inftance  of  the  power  of  prejudice,  than  gi- 
ving fuch  a  fenfe  to  the  word  self  condemned.  If  any  man 
pan  really  conceive  a  cafe  in  his  own  mind,  of  a  heretic 
obftinately  perfifting  in  his  error,  and  fuffering  for  it,  in 
oppofition  to  his  own  inward  conviction,  and  at  the  fame 
time  this  circumftance  clearly  afcertained  as  the  foundati- 
pn  of  his  fentence,  I  wifli  he  would  teach  me  how  to  con- 
ceive it :  at  prefent  it  feems  to  me  utterly  impoflible.  If 
finy  perfon  thus  fpeaks  lies  in  hypocrify,  is  it  to  be  fup- 
pofed,  that  he  will  confefs  it  ?  and  if  he  do  not  confefs, 
flow  is  it  poffible  to  prove  it  ?  The  plain  meaning  of  be- 
ing condemned  of  himfelf,  in  this  paflage,  is,  that  his  er- 
rors are  fo  contradiftory  to  the  other  articles  of  his  faith» 
fuch  an  abjuration  of  his  former  profeffion,  and  generally 
tend  fo  much  to  immorality  in  praftice,  that  he  is  con- 
demned as  it  were  out  of  his  own  mouth. 

In  the  2d  epiftle  of  John,  the  apoftle  fays,  ver.  9, 10,  ii^ 
*^  V/hofoever  tranfgreflelh,  and  abideth  not  in  the  doflrinc 
^*  of  Chrift,  hath  r)ot  God :  he  that  abideth  in  the  dodlrine 
."  of  Ci^rift,  he  hath  both  the  Father  and  the  Son.  If  there 
^*  come  any  unto  you,  and  bring  not  this  doftrine,  receive 
*»*  him  not  into  your  houfe ;  neither  bid  him  God  fpeed : 
**  for  he  that  biddeth  him  God  fpeed,  is  partaker  of  his  evil 
**  deeds."  I  (hall  not  ftay  to  examine  nicely  the  import 
pf  not  receiving  fuch  a  one  into  our  houfe,  and  not  bidding 
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him  God  fpeed.  It  is  fufficient  for  my  purpofe,  that  no 
fenfe  can  be  put  upon  it  low  enough  to  make  it  agreeable 
to  the  treatment  we  ought  td  give  to  our  brethren  whom 
we  are  forbidden  to  judge.  'J^hefe  we  are  to  receive,  as 
Chrift  hath  received  them,  andx^  keep  the  unity  of  the 
Spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace. 

To  all  thefe  I  only  add,  without  any  refleftion  upon  it, 
the  reproof  of  Chrift  to  the  church  of  Pergamos:  Rev.  ii. 
14.  ^^  But  I  have  a  few  things  againd  thee,  becaufe  thou 
*^  had  there  them  that  hold  the  doctrine  of  Balaam,  who 
"  taught  Balac  to  call  a  (lumbling-block  before  the  children 
*^  of  Ifrael,  to  eat  things  facrificed  unto  idols,  and  to  com* 
^^  mit  fornication.  So  had  thou  alfo  them  that  bold  the 
*^  dodlrine  of  the  Nicolaitans,  which  thing  I  hate.** 

2.  If  charity  be  the  fame  with  forbearance,  it  mud 
have  limits,  or  it  would  be  the  ftronged  impeachment  of 
divine  wifdom  and  goodnefs,  in  not  giving  marks  fuffici- 
ently  clear  to  didinguifli  truth  from  falfehood.  If  we  are 
to  entertain  a  favorable  opinion  of  the  fentiments  and  date 
of  others,  it  mud  be  entirely  founded  on  the  fuppoGtioHi 
that  they  have  inquired  with  honedy  and  impartiality ; 
;ind  that  they  are  not  blinded  by  prejudice  or  corrupt  paf- 
fions.  This  I  fuppofe  will  be  readily  allowed;  becaufe  it 
is  the  ufual  way  of  fpeaking  or  writing  on   the  fubjeft. 

*  They  may  be  miftaken,'  it  is  often  (aid,  *  but  without 

*  their  fault :  they  may  have  freely  and  impartially  inqui- 

*  red,  and  yet  may,  after  all,  think  differently  with  equal 

*  fincerity.^  This,  1  contend,  can  only  hold  in  matters  of 
fmall  moment,  and  in  thenifelves  of  a  doubtful  nature; 
and  in  thefe,  the  obfervation  is  jud,  and  correfppnds  with 
reafon,  fcripture,  and  experience.  But  in  truths  of  the 
highed  moment,  if  there  are  any  fuch  at  all,  to  fuppofe  that 
men  equally  fincere  and  impartial,  may,  notwithUanding, 
have  fentiments  direftly  oppofite,  feems  to  me  an  impeach- 
ment of  divine  wifdom.  How  can  it  be,  unlcfs  the  evi- 
deuces  for  and  againd  them,  be  pretty  equally  balanced  ? 
How  is  the  judgment  determined  at  all,  but  by  a  fort  of 
compound  ratio^  to  fpeak  in  the  language  of  mathemati- 
cians, of  the  outward  evidence,  and  the  prepoffcflioi)  of 
the  mind/    Strong  prepoflcffioqs  >vill  account  for  ^ny  opU 
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nion,  however  abfurd ;  but  if  two  perfons  of  equal  capaci- 
ty, and  equal  integrity,  draw  oppofite  conclufions  on  any 
queftion,  it  mud  certainly  arifc  from  the  doubtfulnefs  of 
tiie  queftion  itfclf.  Now,  if  there  be  any  truths  of  mo- 
ment  not  attended  with  fufficient  evidence,  how  can  we 
acquit  or  juftify  the  condudl  of  Providence  ?  There  does 
not  feem  to  me  to  be  any  alternative;  but  we  muft  lay  the 
blame  eitiier  upon  the  evidence,  or  the  mind;  that  is  to 
fay,  in  other  words,  it  muft  be  put  to  the  charge  either  of 
God  or  man. 

3.  If  charity  is  the  fame  thing  with  forbearance,  it  muft 
have  fome  limits;  otherwife  the  value  of  truth  itfelf  is 
abfolutely  annihilated.  If  I  am  to  believe  a  man  in  as 
fafe  a  ft  ate,  and  as  much  accepted  of  God,  in  one  opinion 
as  another,  upon  all  fubje£ls,  it  is  plain,  not  only  that 
every  truth  is  of  equal  moment  with  another,  but  that 
truth  and  error  are  of  equal  value.  This,  I  think,  is  in- 
difputable ;  for  if  it  makes  no  difference,  either  in  point 
of  charadler  or  ftate,  I  fee  nothing  elfe  from  which  their 
value  can  be  eftimated.  What  then  becomes  of  all  the 
fine  encomiums  we  have  on  the  beauty,  the  excellence, 
the  importance  of  truth  ?  the  neceffity  and  benefit  of  free- 
dom of  inquiry  ?  It  would  be  much  better  to  be  fatisfied 
with  any  opinions,  be  they  what  they  will,  than  to  give 
way  to  doubts  and  fufpicions,  to  fatigue  our  minds,  and 
wafte  our  time  in  long  and  difficult  refearches.  If  it  be 
faid,  that  they  may  be  the  fame  as  to  the  fmcerity  of  the 
inquirer,  but  different  principles  may  have  different  effcdls 
in  praftice;  this  is  yielding  up  the  point  in  debate:  for  if 
one  opinion  leads  to  holinefs,  and  another  to  wickednefs^ 
in  pradtice,  they  can  never  be  in  the  fame  ftate  of  fafcty, 
nor  equally  acceptable  to  God,  who  hold  thefe  oppofite 
fentiments.  Befides,  ft  is  common  with  the  advocates 
for  this  miftaken  fort  of  charity,  in  order  the  better  to  fup- 
port  their  opinion,  to  deny  this  difference  in  effeft,  and 
to  fay,  *  It  is  no  matter  what  a  man^s  opinions  are,  if  hiS' 
*  life  be  good.'  Now,  it  is  evident,  that  this  affertion  is 
abfurd;  or  rather  the  fuppofition  is  impoffible,  unlefs  the 
influence  of  truth  and  falfehood  upon  the  life,  be  abfolutely 
eq|U2l.     Gram  but  the  leaft  fuperwrity  or  advantage  to  one^ 
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above  the  other,  and  the  argument  is  dedroyed}  for  if! 
truth  be  better  than  faUehood,  it  mud  be  fome  matter  what 
a  man's  opinions  are,  in  order  to  his  life's  being  good. 
How  weak  and  inconfiftent  creatures  are  we !  The  very 
lame  perlbns  who  make  the  greateft  ITir  about  a  pretended 
fearch  after  truth,  and  freedom  of  inquiry,  will  needs  have 
it,  that  Chridlan  charity  impliesf,  that  all  opinions  are 
alike,  and  ought  to  be  treated  with  equal  refpeft :  and 
then,  to  crown  all,  they  give  us  the  mod  hideous  piAures 
of  the  terrible  effects  of  fupcrdition,  and  certain  religious 
fentiments  which  they  are  pleafed  to  condemn.  Alas! 
where  is  the  charity  then  ?  Are  all  opinions  equal  ?  Is  it 
no  matter  what  a  man's  opinions  are,  if  his  life  be  good  t 
At  lad  you  have  found  out  fome  whofe  lives  are  ill  by  the 
impulfe  of  their  opinions.  Certainly,  charity,  in  the 
fcnfe  of  forbearance  or  approbation,  is  not  due  to  them. 

4.  If  charity  is  the  fame  with  forbearance,  it  muft  havd 
fome  limits;  becaufe  otherwife  things  would  be  carried  ta 
an  extravagant  length;  and  fuch  cafes  might  l>e  fuppofed 
as  very  few  would  be  willing  to  admit,  and  indeed  I  think 
no  man  can  rationally  admit.  I  might  give  a  multitude 
of  poflible  examples;  but,  for  the  greater  fatisfaCfcion  of 
the  reader,  ftiall  only  mention  a  few  that  are  real* 

(1)  Within  the  Ghriflian  church,  there  are  not  only 
diflerent,  but  oppofite  opinions,  and  mutually  dedrufltive 
of  each  other.  Thofe  who  hold  them,  on  each  fide,  not 
only  fay,  but  think,  that  their  adverlaries  are  guilty  of 
impiety  and  blafphemy*  Let  us  take  for  indance,  the 
Calvinids  and  Socinians.  Read  the  writings  of  the  fird^ 
and  you  will  fee,  that  they  confuler  their  adverfarics  as 
taking  away  the  very  foundation  of  the  gofpel,  denying 
the  only  Lord  God  that  bought  them,  and  as  guilty  of 
grofs  idolatry  in  giving  divine  wordiip  to  one  whom  they 
l>elieve  to  be  a  creature.  Again,  if  you  read  the  u  ritings 
of  the  lad,  you  Will  find  them  charging  their  adverfarics 
with  blafphemy  of  the  mod  Iiorrible  nature,  au*!  iiot  only 
making  a  god  different  from  the  true  God,  bur  {\'r\\  a  one 
as  is  more  cruel  and  vindi£kive  than  the  very  devils. — • 
Now,  1  defire  to  know  how  the  one  of  thefl:  Ions  u  per* 
fons  can  have  a  favorable  opinion  of  the  liate  and  lenii* 
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nent$  of  the  oppofite,  without  renouncing  their  own  ?  I 
[o  freely  acknowledge,  as  I  have  formerly  done,  that  I 
leverdid  eneem  the  Socinians  to  be  Chriftiaiis;  and  yet 
ind  nothing  more  eafy,  or  indeed  more  neccflary,  than  to 
ave  charity  for  them,  in  what  I  take  to  be  the  fcripturo 
snfe  of  that  word.  But  in  the  modern  fenfe  it  appears 
9  me  utterly  impoffible.  For  the  very  fame  reafon,  if 
ny  who  had  embraced  thefe  principles  Qiould  pretend, 
nat  he  had  fuch  charity  for  me,  as  to  efieem  and  receive 
le  as  a  faithful  mintder  of  Chrill,  I  would  confider  it  as 

profeffion  altogether  hypocritical,  or  that  he  did  not  be- 
ievc  a  word  of  his  own  fyftem.  The  truth  is,  I  cannot 
elp  thinking,  from  the  manner  of  condu£ling  theological 
ontroverfies,  that  it  is  very  common  for  many  to  plead 
>r  that  charity  to  themfelves  which  they  never  give  to 
jeir  adverfaries ;  while  the  power  of  prejudice  hinders 
lem  from  obfcrving  the  inconfiftency  between  their  rea- 
ming and  praflice.^ 

(2)  Thofe  who  deny  and  oppofe  the  gofpel  altogether, 
ave  juft  the  fame  title  to  our  charity,  and  we  are  obliged 
»  believe,  that  they  are  honcft  and  impartial  inquirers, 
nd  therefore  accepted  of  God.  Now,  if  there  be  ajiy 
ling  in  the  world  clear  from  fcripture,  it  is,  that  we  are 
ot  to  approve  or  receive  fuch  perfons;  that  they  are  not 
ie  olyeds  of  forbearance  ;  and,  by  confequence,  not  of 
sat  charity  that  confiAs  in  forbearance :  on  the  contrary, 
ae  zeal  and  aftivity  of  the  apollles  was  wholly  employed 
1  bringing  unbelievers  to  the  knowledge  and  confeffion 
f  the  iruth ;  for  which  they  deferve  very  little  prafie,  if 
leir  (bte  was  fafe,  and  their  character  unexceptionable, 
efore.     And  as  to  perfon  among  us  denying  the  gofpel, 

a  I  could  f^he  many  inflances  of  this  furprifing  inadvertency 
1  writers  of  the  n  cry  firft  characler :  I  fhuU  only  mention  one, 
f  the  renowned  earl  of  Shafiefbury.  His  darling  theme  is,  to- 
low.  that  c'rory  \.\\\\\%  whatever  is  for  the  general  good  ;  that 
vcn  the  word  men  are  guided  at  bottom  by  a  benevolent  prin- 
Iple;  yet  nw.n  while  expatiating  on  the  goodnefs  of  the  whole 
rllem  of  beings,  he  takes  every  opi>ortunity  of  falling  upon  the 
Icrgy,  whom  he  allows  to  be  purely  evil,  without  containing^ 
:iy  good,  or  tendency  to  promote  it :  A  defe6l  ia  his  QWti 
iieme,  to  which  he  doth  not  feem  to  have  attended. 

Vol.  IL  3  S 
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after  ezaminationi  I  do  not  fee  how  any  perfon  can  think 
tbem  impartial  in  rejecting  it,  without  a  very  poor  opinion 
of  the  evidence  for  receiving  it. 

(3)  Even  in  point  of  morals,  there  have  been,  and  are 
at  this  time,  opinions  fo  very  grofs,  that  few  will  look 
upon  the  llate  of  thofe  who  hold  them  as  fafe ;  and  yet  if 
forbearance  is  charity,  and  the  charity  is  unlimited,  they 
muft  alfo  be  taken  in.  There  have  been  feveral,  who 
certainly  were  fincefely  of  opinion,  that  fornication  and 
<>ther  uncleannefs,  was  lawful.  So  great  a  man  as 
David  Hume,  efq.  has  adopted  a  fentence  from  a  French 
writer :  ^^  Female  infidelity,  when  it  is  kriown,  is  a  fmall 
V  matter ;  and  when  it  is  not  known,  it  is  nothing." — 
The  very  fame  writer  feems  alio  either  to  defend,  or  great* 
]y  to  alleviate,  unnatural  luft.  And  many  highwaymen 
have  a£tually  reafoned  themfelves  into  an  opinion  of  the 
lawfulnefs  of  robbery,  by  alledRing,  that  God  never  made 
the  world  with  thi*  view,  that  fome  fliould  have  too*  much 
and  others  fliould  ftarve ;  and  therefore  they  had  a  right 
to  a  fliare,  and  might  levy  it  wherever  they  could  find  it. 
The  truth  is,  there  are  more  of  thefe  grofs  and  erroneous 
opinions  than  many  are  aware  of;  for  men  are  feldom  at 
^afe  on  the  commiffion  of  fin,  till  they  have  found  fomc 
way  to  fatisfy  their  own  minds,  by  wrong  principles. — 
Well,  are  we  to  think  all  thefe  honed  and  impartial  in- 
quirers, and  to  have  charity  for  fhem  in  the  fenfe  fo  often 
mentioned  ?  I  Imagine  fome  will  at  laff  (lop  fhort,  and 
fay,  there  is  a  diftinftion  to  be  made;  thefe  opinions  arc 
formed  by  the  influence  of  prejudice,  and  the  bias  of  cor- 
rupt  affeftions.  Here  then  your  charity  feils,  and  you 
have  fct  limits  to  your  forbearance ;  or  rather  you  have 
given  up  the  caufc;  for  all  falfe  opinions  arife  from  the 
th«  bias  of  corrupt  afFefilions.  The  fallacy  of  the  whole 
arguments  on  this  fubjed^  lies  in  confounding  two  things 
very  different^  viz.  a  man's  being  truly  6f  an  opinion, 
and  his  being  fo  upon  fair  and  unprejudiced  inquiry.  A* 
train  of  reafonino;  carried  on,  which  is- built  upon  the 
lad  of  thefe  fuppofitions,  and  applied  to  cafes  where  only 
the-  firll  takes  place.  Perhaps  fome  may  chufe  to  fay, 
as  to  the  cafe  of  immoral  opinions,  that  men  are  not  t^ 
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e  difapproved  er  condemned  for  the  q>inion  in  itfelf, 
ut  for  prefuming  to  a&  in  confeqoence  of  it.     To  which 

anfwer.  That  if  any  man  will  prove  the  innocence  of 
>rmaig  fucb  opinioils,  I  will  undertake  to  prove,  with 
t  lead  equal  evidence,  the  obligation  that  lies  upon  every 
oe  i^  perfuaded,  to  aft  according  to  his  light. 

5*  In  the  laft  place,  To  fuppofe  that  charity  is  the  iamo 
\kVQ%  with  forbearance,  and  yet  that  it  is  unlimited,  is 
islf-contradif  tory,  ^d  impoffible,  in  many  inllances,  to 
e  put  in  practice.  True  Chriftian  charity  being  the  in* 
ifpenfable  duty  of  all,  muft  at  lead  be  pofl^ble  to  aU,  an^ 
oofiftent  with  every  other  duty.  Now,  to  believe  the 
ifisty  of  the  (late,  or  the  goodnefs  of  the  chara&er  of  ma« 
17  perfons  for  whom  charity  is  pleaded,  may  be  to  fome 
bfoltttely  impoffible.  They  may  have  a  convi^pn  of  th^ 
ontrary  in  their  judgment.  They  may  think,  that  the 
cnripture  clearly  and  explicitly  commands  them  to  feparato 
rom  fuch  people,  to  oppofe  and  dcteft  their  errors ;  and 
iirely  there  are  many  much  more  abfurd  and  groundlefs 
opinions  truly  entertained.  What  then  ihall  they  do  ? 
The  fcripture  commands  them  to  contend  with  erroneous 
lerfons;  and  if  they  do,  they  are  guilty  of  a  breach  of  cha- 
ity,  one  of  the  moft  eflential  of  all  gofpel  duties ;  for  the 
poftle  tells  us,  **  Though  I  fpeak  with  the  tongue  of  men 
'  and  angels,  and  have  not  charity,  I  am  became  as  found- 
^  ing  brafs,  or  a  tinkling  cymbal.*' 

Thus,  I  hope  it  has  been  proved,  to  the  fatisfa£tion  of 
.11  impartial  perfons,  that  if  charity,  in  fcripture,  is  the 
aime  thing  with  that  forbearance  we  owe  to  others  who 
liffer  from  us,  it  mud  have  ibme  bounds,  and  be  praife 
ir  blame-worthy,  according  to  the  cafes  in  which  it  is  ex« 
rcifed.  If  it  be  afked.  Who  Ihall  (late  the  bounds  be* 
'ond  which  it  is  not  to  extend  ?  I  anfwer.  Every  one  for 
limfelf,  according  to  the  bed  of  his  own  judgment. 
>ome  perhaps  will  contend  with,  or  judge  others,  for 
hings  in  which  they  ought  to  forbear  them ;  but  many 
*hers  will  carry  their  forbearance  too  far,  and  retain  er- 
oneous  or  vicious  perfons  in  their  fociety,  when  they 
>ught  to  expel  them.  For  this  there  is  no.  remedy,  as  it  14 
he  confequencc  of  the  wcaknefsof  humaonaXurCvanduA 
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Wty  different  from  what  happens  as  to  every  duty  incum- 
bent on  us  as  men  or  Cbriftians. 

II.  Let  us  now  come  to  the  fecond  part  of  this  difcourfe, 
and  confider  what  reafon  there  is  to  to  believe,  that  charity 
in  fcripture,  is  a  duty  altogether  di(lin6l  from  forbearance, 
and  founded  on  diflinCl  principles. 

One  general  confideration  will  go  nigh  to  prove  this  of 
itfelf,  viz.  That  forbearance,  as  has  been  (hewn  in  the 
preceding  pages,  hath  limits,  beyond  which  it  is  culpable; 
whereas  charity  hath  none,  at  leafi  as  to  its  objefit.  There 
is  no  perfon  or  charafter  that  can  be  conceived,  for  which 
we  are  allowed  to  be  without  charity.  With  rcfpeft  to 
forbearance,  the  pbje£t  of  it  is  clearly  pointed  out  in  tho 
pafldges  where  it  is  fpoken  of,  and  is  the  difference  of 
opinion  as  to  fmaller  matters,  viz.  the  lawfulncfs  or  un- 
lawfulnefs  of  meats  and  drinks,  and  whether  certain  days 
were  holy  or  common.  But  there  is  no  paflage  in  which 
charity  is  fpoken  of,  that  gives  the  leaft  hint,  or  indeed 
that  leaves  room  to  fuppofe  that  it  hath  any  limits  as  to 
its  objeft.  Charity,  we  are  told,  is  *^  the  end,"  or  fum, 
**  of  the  commandment."  And  indeed  it  is  the  fame 
thing  with  love,  which  is  the  fulfilling  of  the  law.  And 
in  the  explication  which  our  Lord  gives  of  the  fum  of  tho 
fecond  taUle  of  the  law,  in  anfwer  to  that  queflion.  Who 
is  my  neighbor  ?  he  plainly  teaches  us  by  the  parable  of 
the  Samaritan,  that  all  men  are  our  neighbors.  There 
was  a  great  oppofition,  in  point  of  religion,  between  the 
Jews  and  Samaritans;  yet  he  Ihews  plainly,  that  this 
ought  not  to  obllru£l  the  exercife  of  charity,  in  the  true 
fenfe  of  that  word.  For  this  reafon,  I  think  it  highly  pro- 
bable, that  forbearance  is  different  from  charity  ;  the  one 
points  out  our  duty  to  our  fellow  Chriftians  in  certain  cir- 
comflances,  and  the  other  includes  our  duty  to  our  fellow* 
creatures  at  all  times. 

This  will  be  confirmed,  by  reflefting  that  the  word  which, 
in  fome  places,  is  tranflated  charity^  is  the  fame,  in  all  other 
paffages  without  variation  in  any  one  of  them,  with  that 
is  tranflated  lo^oe.  agape  is  the  New  Teflament  word 
for  (bflrity^  which,  as  it  is  generally  tranflated  Iqve^  fo  Ido 
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not.  fee  the  leaft  reafon  for  altering  the  tranflation,  in  thofe 
places  where  charity  is  fubftituted  in  its  room.  Cbaritjr 
then  16  lave  ;  that  is  to  fay,  it  is  a  fmcere  and  fervent  af-* 
fedbn  to  others,  and  a  defire  of  their  welfare,  temporal; 
and  eternal.  This  not  only  may  confid  with,  bat  of  itfelf 
naturally  produces,  the  flrongeil  abhorrence  of  their  wick-^ 
ed  principles,  and  the  deepeft  concern  for  their  dangerous 
flate.  There  is  a  great  affinity  between  the  fentiments  we 
ought  to  entertain  with  regard  to  error  and  vice.  Our 
love  to  vicious  perfons  ought  not  to -carry  in  it  any  appro^ 
bation  or  indulgence  of  their  vices,  and  far  lefs  any  belief 
of  the  fafety  of  their  flate ;  but  an  eamefl  concern  to  bring 
about  their  reformation.  In  the  fame  manner,  a  fmcere 
and  fervent  charity  for  erroneous  perfons,  does  not  impljr 
any  approbation  of  their  opinions,  or  fuppofition  of  their 
confiflcncy  with  foundnefs  in  the  &ith,  but  an  eamefl  de* 
fire  to  recover  them,  if  poffible,  from  their  unhappy  delu- 
fion.  Nay,  though  a  man  be  fo  narrow-minded,  as  to 
judge  thofe  whom  he  ought  to  forbear,  it  may,  very  poffi-^ 
bly,  be  attended  with  no  breach  of  charity ;  becaufe  there 
may  be  as  much  love  to  his  neighbor  in  that  perfon'a 
heart,  and  as  much  concern  for  his  welfare,  as  if  he  had 
feen  more  clearly  his  own  miftake.  The  apoftle  Paul 
calls  thefe  meak  perfons,  and  afcribes  their  condu6t  to  the 
imperfedions  of  their  judgment.  It  was  the  flrong,  or 
thofe  who  had  more  knowledge,  that  he  blamed,  as  not 
walking  charitably^  when  they  would  not  abflain  from 
meat,  to  prevent  their  brethren's  offence. 

It  will  be  an  additional  confirmation  of  this  meaning  of 
charity^  that  it  makes  the  feveral  duties  of  Chridians  at 
once  clear  and  intelligible,  and  confiflent  one  with  ano- 
ther, by  leaving  to  each  its  full  fcope,  and  its  proper  ob- 
je£t.  If  we  take  charity  in  the  fenfe  which  I  have  rejeft- 
ed,  there  will  be  a  continual  oppofition  between  zeal  and 
charity;  and  in  proportion  as  you  increafe  in  any  one  of 
them,  you  muft  neceffarily  fail  in  the  other.  And  indeed 
this  fcems  to  be  verified  in  experience ;  for  thofe  who  ef- 
poufe  this  fort  of  charity,  do  frequently  fall  into  fo  cool  a 
ilate  in  point  of  zeal,  that  they  give  themfelves  little  trou- 
ble,  either  in  inilruQing  the  ignor^inti  or  reproving  the 
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vicious ;  and  are  not  backward  in  fiigmatizing  diole«  as 
narrow-minded  and  uncharitable,  who  do.  But  if  wc 
take  charity  for  unfeigned  love,  then,  inftead  of  oppofid^ 
on,  there  is  the  mod  perfed- harmony  between  one -duty 
and  another.  So  far  from  hindering,  or  even  limiting 
each  other  in  their  exercife,  they  ftrengthen  each  other  in 
principle,  and  dire£t  each  other  in  their  application.-^ 
The  more  fervent  love  I  have  for  my  fellow-creatures 
and  my  fellow-chriftians,  it  will  but  excite  my  zeal  to 
promote  their  benefit,  by  endeavoring  to  convince  them 
of  any  dangerous  midake,  and  deliver  them  from  the  do- 
minion of  every  vicious  practice.  At  the  fame  time,  this 
love  will  naturally  produce  forbearance,  where  it  is  law- 
iul  and  prpper ;  becaufe,  if  I  love  any  perfon  iincerelyv 
I  will  judge  of  him  candidly,  and  not  impute  any  bad 
lentiment  or  pra£tice  to  him  without  neceffity.  It  will 
prevent  us  from  interfering  with  others  where  we  ought 
not,  and  will  urge  us  to  a£livity  and  diligence  where  the 
cafe  feems  really  to  ciiU  for  it. 

This  fubjeft  may  be  well  illuftrated  by  parental  affec 
tion,  when  it  is  both  ftrong  in  its  principle,  and  well  di- 
rc6ted  in  its  exercife.  It  will  certainly  prevent  a  parent 
from  judging  hardly  of  his  children,  or  being  eafily  in- 
cenfed  againft  them,  on  wrong  or  doubtful  information: 
but  it  will  be  fo  far  from  making  him  think  favorably  of 
their  mifiakes,  either  in  principle  or  pratlice,  that  the 
more  tender  his  love,  the  greater  his  concern  to  prevent 
their  being  milled,  or  to  recover  them  if  they  have  gone 
afiray.  Examples  to  be  fare  there  are  many,  of  a  fort  of 
love  in  parents  to  their  children,  that  operates  like  the 
falfe  charity  I  am  now  pleading  againtt,  making  them 
blind  to  their  failings,  and  even  partial  to  their  crimes: 
but  I  think  it  rauft  be  allowed,  that  all  fuch  partiality  and 
indulgence  is  a  weaknefs,  inftead  of  a  virtue,  in  the  pa- 
rent,  and  is  commonly  ^  curfe,  inftead  of  a  bleffing,  to 
the  child.  To  have  juft  apprehenfions  of  the  feveral  du- 
ties  of  the  Ghriuian  life,  we  muft  always  confider  their 
relation  to,  and  dependance  upon  one  another.  There 
are  fome  fins  oppofite  to,  and  deftrudlive  of  each  others 
but  there  is  no  truly  good  difpofition,  that  is  not  perfeftly 
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tohfifient  with,  or  rather  that  does  not  Improve  and 
ilrengthen  every  other.  It  is  remarkable,  d)at  in  fcrtp-- 
mre,  the  duties  of  reproof  and  correction  art  frequently 
attributed  to  love  as  their  principle,  not  only  in  God,  but 
in  man :  *'  Whom  the  Lord  loveth  he  chaftifeth,  and 
**  fcourgeth  every  fon  whom  he  receiveth.^'^-^**  He  that 
^*  fpareth  the  rod,  hateth  his  fon ;  but  he  that  loveth  him, 
•*  chafteneth  him  betimes.'* — ^**  Thou  (halt  not  hate  thy 
••  neighbor  in  thy  heart ;  but  (halt  in  any  wife  rebuke  him^ 
•*  and  not  fuffcr  fin  upon  him.^* 

Upon  the  whole,  fince  this  interpretation  of  charity  \s 
not  only  moft  agreeable  to  fcripture,  but  moft  confident 
with  itfelf,  and  with  every  other  branch  of  the  Chriftiari 
charader,  I  hope  it  will  be  received,  at  leaft  fo  far  as  ta 
leilen  the  cry  of  uncharitablenefs  againft  thofe  who,  ironf 
the  united  principles  of  love  to  God  aild  man,  think  them- 
felves  obliged  to  oppofe  the  progrefs  of  grofs  error.  I 
plead  for  this  only  when  they  make  ufe  of  juft  and  lawful 
means,  and  a£t  in  a  manner  becoming  Chfiftians,  in 
meeknefs  in(lru£ting  thofe  that  oppofe  themfelves.  For 
though  I  have  fhewn,  that  true  charity  is  as  favorable  to 
2seal  as  to  forbearance,  and  to  both  alike  in  their  proper 
tolace,  I  am  fenfible  that  there  may  be  zeal  where  there^ 
IS  little  or  no  cliarity;  and,  in  that  cafe,  it  will  fhew  itfelf 
in  **  wrath,  ftrife,  feditions,  herefies."  This  happens 
chiefly,  when  a  weak  perfon  who  judges  rathly,  is  alfo  of 
an  envious  or  malicious  difpofition.  The  firft  of  thefe  may 
be  fometimes  without  the  other;  they  may,  however,  alfo 
be  joined  in  the  fame  perfon ;  and  then  it  will  certainly 
be  attended  with  **  confufion,  and  tw^ry  evil  work."  But 
when  a  deep  fenfe  of  the  evil  of  departing  from  the  faith 
to  the  perfons  themfelves,  and  the  danger  of  corrupt  doc- 
trine infcfting  the  whole  lump,  induces  any  to  ftand  up 
in  defence  of  the  truth,  to  oppofe  the  introduflion  of  er- 
roneous teachers,  or  to  attcfnpt  the  expulfion  of  thofe  who 
hare  crept  in  unawares;  let  them  be  called  unreafonable 
if  you  pleafe,  and  let  their  miftake  be  pointed  out,  bul^ 
I  beg  that  they  may  not  be  abufed  and  vilified  as  uncha* 
tjtable.  The  reafon  of  my  requeft  is,  that  it  is  more  than 
probable  they  do  this  firom  a  ftrong  conviftion,  that  they 
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are  obliged  to  it  t)y  the  exprefs  command  of  Cbrifl^  I  de^ 
clare  this  to  be  my  own  perfuafion,  after  the  moil  impar* 
tial  fearch  of  the  fcriptures  of  which  I  was  capable ;  and 
certainly  it  is  at  lead  polGble,  that  we  may  have,  notwirt)- 
ftanding,  a  fervent  love  to  our  brethren,  tod  a  defire  of 
their  welfare.  \V"c  may  love  them  as  men,  even  when 
we  cannot  judge  them  to  be  faints;  and  we  may  love 
tbem  as  Chriftians,  even  when  we  think  they  are  in  many 
things  to  be  blamed ;  nay,  I  hope  we  may  heartily  forgive 
them  as  enemies,  notwithftanding  all  their  bittemefs  and 
rancor  againd  us.  But  if,  after  all,  this  requeft  cannot  be 
obtained;  if  we  cannot  alter  our  judgment,  and  they  will 
flill  infift  that  we  are  therefore  without  charity,  that  is  to 
fey,  without  chriftianity;  they  muU  confefs,  that  here  is 
one  opinion  which  they  will  not  tolerate,  and  to  which, 
in  their  own  fenfe,  no  charity  is  due. 
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Matthew  vii.  ao. 
JVhereforCi  by  their  fruits  ye  shall  know  thenu 

EVERY  one  who  hath  any  acquaintance  with  the, 
writings  of  infidels,  mud  know  that  there  is  no  to* 
pic  on  which  they  infill  at  greater  length,  or  with  more 
plaufibility,  than  the  innumerable  fedls  and  parties  into 
which  the  Chriflian  world  is  divided.  With  what  appa« 
rent  triumph  do  they  enlarge,  on  the  contradiftory  tenets, 
which  different  perfons  profefs  to  found  upon  the  fame 
fcriptures,  their  violent  oppofition  one  to  another^  and  tha 
great  difficulty,  or  rather  irapoffibility  of  difcovering  truth, 
among  fo  many,  who  pretend  each  to  have  the  entire  an4 
txcKifive  poiTefiion  of  it. 

Having  gone  thus  far,  it  is  eafy  and  natural  to  proceed 
one  (lep  farther,  and  affirm,  that  the  great  plurality  of 
every  denomination,  do  not  embrace  religion  in  general, 
or  the  tenets  of  their  own  fe£l  in  particular,  from  rational 
or  perfonal  conviftion,  but  fi'om  a  blind  imitation  of 
ethers,  or  an  attachment  to  one  pr  a  few  diilingui(hc4 
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leaders,  whofc  authority  is  flronger  than  all  other  cVi- 
dcnce  whatever.  Thus  is  religion,  at  once,  fuppofed  truCj 
and  yet  deftroyed ;  that  is  to  fay,  it  is  at  one  ftroke,  as  it 
were,  annihilated,  in  almofl:  all  who  profefs  it,  their  opi* 
nions,  whatever  they  are  in  themfclves,  being  no  more 
than  implicit  faith  and  party  prejudice  in  thoi'e  who  em- 
brace them. 

The  fame  vifible  ftate  of  the  world,  which  gives  occa- 
fion  of  triumph  to  the  enemies  of  religion,  gives  often,  no 
fmall  uneafinefs  and  anxiety  to  its  friends,  particularly  to 
the  bed  and  mod  difpaffionate  of  evei*y  party.  Serious 
and  confcientious  perfons,  when  they  refledt  upon  the  di- 
vifions  that  prevail,  when  they  are  witneffes  to  the  conten- 
tion  and  mutual  accufation  of  different  parties,*  are  ready 
to  be  overwhelmed  with  melancholy  upon  the  profpedl,  as 
well  as  involved  in  doubt  and  perplexity,  as  to  what 
courfe  they  thcmfelves  fliould  hold.  It  is  not  uncommon 
to  find  perfons  of  every  rank,  in  this  fituation,  not  only 
thofe  of  better  education,  who  are  able  to  take  an  exten- 
five  view  of  the  ftate  of  things,  in  this  and  in  preceding 
nges;  but  alfo  thofe  of  lefs  knowledge  and  comprehenfi- 
on,  when  any  violent  debates  happen  to  fall  within  the 
fphere  of  their  own  obfervatiort. 

Thefereafons  have  induced  me  to  make  choice  of  the 
paflage  now  read  as  the  fubjeft  of  difcourfe  at  this  time.  It 
contains  the  rule  to  which  oar  Saviour  appeals  ill  his  con- 
troverfy  with  the  Pharifees,  and  by  which  he,  once  and 
again,  defires  that  their  pretenfions  may  be  judged.  I 
apprehend  from  the  context,  that  it  is  equally  applicable 
to  their  charaflers  and  their  principles,  their  integrity  be- 
fore  God  in  their  offices  of  teachers  of  others,  and  the 
foundnefs  of  their  dodtrine  as  to  its  efledts  upon  thofe  who 
fhould  receive  it.  Thefe  two  things  are,  indeed,  in  a 
great  nieafure  connefled  together,  or  rather  they  are  nui- 
tually  involved  in  one  another,  though  it  is  poflible,  and, 
in  fome  few  cafes,  profitable,  to  make  a  dillinclion  be- 
tween them. 

What  is  farther  propofcd,  through  the  affiflance  of  di' 
vine  griice,  in  the  proreciuioii  of  this  fuljci^t,  is, 
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T.  To  fliow,  that  the  rule  here  given  by  our  Saviour  is 
the  bed  that  could  have  been  given,  and  that  it  is  fuffici- 
cnt  to  diftinguifh  truth  from  error. 

II.  That  this  is  in  fa£t  the  rule  by  which  all  good  men^ 
and,  indeed,  mankind  in  general,  fo  far  as  they  are  fmcere, 
do  judge,  of  religious  principles  and  pretenfions. 

IIL  To  conclude  with  fome  reflexions  on  the  fubjcft 
for  the  benefit  both  of  minifters  and  people* 

In  the  fir  ft  place  then  it  is  propofed  to  fhow,  That  tho 
rule  here  given  by  our  Saviour  is  ihe  beft  that  could  have 
been  given,  and  that  it  is  fu£Bcient  to  diftinguifh  truth 
from  error-.  To  lay  a  foundation  for  this,  it  will  be  ne- 
ceflary  to  begin  by  fettling,  in  as  precife  a  manner  as  poll 
fible,  the  meaning  of  the  rule,  and  to  what  cafes  it  can  be 
juftly  applied.  "  Yc  (hall  know  them  by  their  fruits,'* 
faith  our  Saviour. — That  is  to  fay,  when  any  perfon  all 
fumes  the  charafter  of  a  divine  teacher,  and  propofes  any 
thing  to  your  belief,  as  from  God,  fee  whether  its  fruits 
be  really  fuitable  to  its  pretenfions :  particularly  you  are 
to  lay  down  this  as  a  principle,  that,  as  he  is  holy  in  his 
nature,  every  thing  that  proceeds  from  him  muft  be  holy 
in  its  tendency,  and  produce  holinefs  as  its  fruit.  In 
proportion  as  you  fee  this  efFeft  in  him  who  teaches  it, 
and  thofe  who  embrace  it,  fa  receive  it  as  true,  or  rejeft 
it  as  falfe. 

By  laying  down  the  rule  in  thefe  terms,  I  do  not  mean 
to  deny,  that,  when  a  revelation  is  firft  propofed  as  from 
God,  or  when  the  credit  of  fuch  revelation  in  general  is 
examined,  miracles  are  a  diftinft  and  conclufive  proof  of  a 
divine  commiflion.  I  am  perfuaded  that  nothing  is  more 
vague  and  indeterminate,  and  at  the  fame  time,  a  mor^ 
manifcft  inverting  the  natural  order  of  things,  than  to  fay 
with  fome.  We  muft  judge  of  the  truth  of  a  miracle  by  the 
nature  of  the  doctrine  in  fupport  of  which  it  is  wrought ; 
and,  if  this  laft  is  worthy  of  God,  we  may  then  admit  the 
honorary  tellimony  of  the  mighty  work  in  its  behalf. — .. 
They  do  not  attend  to  the  great  ignorance  of  man  in  all 
fpirituai  and  divine  things  without  revelation,  and  to  tho 
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boldnefs  of  human  pride,  who  fpeak  in  this  manner.  I 
would  rather  include  this  as  one  of  the  proper  fruits  of  a 
divine  com  million  to  teach  any  new  do£trine,  that  iigns 
be  given  of  a  fuperior  power  accompanying  the  prophet 
Thus  we  fee  the  Jews  made  this  demand  of  our  Saviour^ 
"  What  fign  (heweft  thou  then,  that  we  may  fee  and  bc- 
"  lieve  thee  ?  What  doft  thou  work  V^a  It  is  true,  in 
fome  inftances,  when,  after  many  miracles,  they  perfifted 
in  afking  new  figns  of  their  own  deviGng,  he  condemns 
their  obftinacy  and  refufes  to  gratify  it.  Notwithftanding 
this,  we  find  him  often  appealing  to  his  works  as  an  at* 
teftation  of  the  truth  of  his  miflion  :  thus  be  fays,  "  Be- 
"  lieve  me  that  I  am  in  the  Father  and  the  Father  in  me, 
"  or  elfe  believe  me  for  the  very  work's. fake.*'^  And 
elfewhere,  **  If  I  had  not  done  among  them  the  works  that 
*^  none  other  man  did,  they  had  not  had  fin  :  but  now 
*'  they  have  both  feen,  and  hated  both  me  and  my  Fa- 
**  ther.'V  Agreeably  to  this,  we  find  Nicodemus  draw- 
ing the  conclufion,  "  Rabbi,  we  know  thou  art  a  teacher 
•'  come  from  God,  for  no  man  can  do  the  miracles  that 
**  thou  doft,  except  God  be  with  him."^ 

There  is  no  doubt,  however,  that  this  muft  be  infepa^ 
rably  joined  with  a  purity  of  charafter,  and  fanftity  of 
purpofe.  When  thefe  are  wanting,  it  gives  the  julteft 
ground  of  fufpicion,  leads  to  the  ftrideft  examination  of 
mirapulous  pretenfions,  and  will  certainly  end  in  thedif- 
covery  of  fuch  as  are  falfe.  For  this  is  the  very  excel- 
lence  of  the  rule  laid  down  by  our  Saviour,  that,  though 
reafon  may  be  very  unfit  to  pals  an  independent  judg- 
ment upon  truth  and  error,  confcience  may,  wiih  little 
danger  of  miftake,  rejeft  what  is  evil,  and  yield  its  ap- 
probation to  what  is  good. 

But  what  I  have  chiefly  in  view  is,  that  fuppofing  the 
truth  of  the  gofpel  in  general,  particular  opinions  and 
pradlices  muft  be  tried  in  this  manner.  As  the  gofjxil  is 
allowed  on  all  hands  to  be  a  drdrine  according  to  godii' 
nefs,  when  diflTerences  arife,  and  each  oppofite  fide  pre- 

'  n  John  vi.  30.         b  John  xiv.  U.         c  Jplin  xv.  24, 
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tends  to  have  the  letter  of  the  law  in  its  favor,  the  great 
rule  of  decifjon  is,  which  doth  mod  immediately  and  moft 
certainly,  promote  piety  and  holinefs  in  all  manner  of 
converfation.  In  this  way  every  do£trinal  opinion,  every 
form  of  government,  and  every  rite  and  pradice  in  wor* 
iliip,  may  be  brought  to  the  teft,  and  tried  by  its  fruits. 

As  opinions,  fo  charaAers,  muft  be  tried  in  the  fame 
manner.  The  truth  of  this,  though  deferving  particular 
memion,  is  included  in,  or  is  but  a  part  and  branch  of  the 
other.  To  pafs  a  judgment  on  particular  charadlers  is  of 
vtry  fmall  moment,  or  rather,  a  peremptory  deciGon  of 
this  kind  is  both  unneceflary  and  improper,  unlefs  when 
it  is  of  weight  in  a  caufe.  It  is  only  prophets  and  teach- 
ers that  fall  to  be  fingly,  or  perfonally  tried,  becaufe  they 
are  fuppofed  to  exhibit,  in  their  own  pradice,  an  exam« 
pie  of  the  force  and  influence  of  their  principles.  If  on 
them  they  have  no  effedl  that  is  good,  there  is  not  the  leatt 
pretence  for  infilling  that  others  (hould  embrace  them. 

Nothing  farther  feems  neceflary  by  way  of  explication 
of  this  rule,  fave  to  obferve  from  the  context,  that  fair  and 
plaufible  pretences,  either  of  opinions  or  charaflers,  muft 
ix:  examined  with  particular  care,  as  being  moft  ready  to 
deceive ;  and  the  trial  muft  be  more  by  fads  than  by  rea- 
foning,  as  is  implied  in  the  very  language  ufed  in  the  text, 
**  By  their  fruits  ye  Ihall  know  them." 

The  excellency  of  this  rule  may  be  comprehended  un* 
der  the  two  following  particulars,  xft,  Its  certainty.  2dl3% 
Its  perfpicuity. 

The  firft  of  thcfe  will  admit  of  little  difpute.  As  God 
is  infinitely  holy  in  his  own  nature,  every  difcovery  that 
he  has  made  to  any  of  his  creatures,  muft  carry  this  im- 
preflion  upon  it,  and  have  a  tendency  to  promote  holinefs 
in  them.  And,  as  this  is  manifeftly  the  defign  of  the  fa- 
cred  .oracles,  and  that  fyftem  of  divine  truth  which  they 
contain,  every  thing  by  way  of  opinion,  or  pradlice,  that 
pretends  to  derive  its  authority  from  them,  may  lawfully 
be  tried  by  this  rule,  Will  it  make  us  more  holy  than  be- 
fore ? 

It  is  of  moment  here  to  obferve,  that  this  rule  hath  a 
deep  and  folid  foundation*     It  proceeds  upon  the  fuppofi- 
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tion,  that  all  natural  are  inferior  to  moral  qualities;  that 
even  the  nobleft  intelleflual  abilities  are  only  fo  far  valua* 
We,  as  they  are  fubfervient  to  moral  pert'e£lion;  or  in 
other  words,  that  truth  is  in  order  to  goodnefs.  It  is  not 
(as  has  been  often  faid)  in  his  Almighty  power,  his  infi- 
nite  wifdoni,  or  the  immenfity  of  his  being,  that  the  glory 
of  God  chiefly  confiRs,  but  in  his  immaculate  holinefsand 
fpotlefs  purity.  Each  part  of  the  divine  charadlcr,  in* 
deed,  derives  a  luftre  from  the  other.  It  is  the  union  of 
greatnefs  and  goodnefs,  that  makes  him  truly  God.  His 
moral  excellence  becomes  infinite  in  value  and  efficacy 
by  refiding  in  an  infinite  object.  But  if  it  were  pofliblft 
to  fcparate  his  natural  perfedlion  from  his  moral  excel- 
lence, or  could  we  fuppofe  them  joined  to  malignity  of 
difpofition,  he  would  be  the  proper  objett  (let  us  fpeak 
it  with  reverence)  not  of  fupreme  love,  but  of  infinite  dc- 
teilation. 

This  is  more  than  fufficient  to  fupport  the  order  in 
which  things  are  reprefented  above,  and  fliow,  that  its 
moral  influence  is  the  proper  touchftone  and  trial  of  reli* 
gious  truth.  Thefe  doftrines  only  come  from  God,  which 
tend  to  form  us  after  the  divine  image,  "^Fhus  far,  per- 
haps, all  will  allow  it  to  be  true;  at  lead  the  affertion  is 
common.  But  be  pleafed  to  obferve,  that  thisneceflarily 
fuppofcs  the  fure  and  infallible  eflicacy  of  real  truth  in 
promoting  holinefs,  and  the  infuiliciency  of  error  and 
ialfliood  ibr  this  purpofe.  If  thefe  were  not  both  alike 
I  erlain,  the  rule  would  be  equivocal  and  abfurd.  If  men 
by  believing  lies  could  attain  to  unfeigned  goodnefs  and 
true  holinefs,  then  their  moral  efiedt  could  not  in  the 
Icall  ferve  to  dillinguifh  between  truth  and  error.  It  is 
no  lels  plain  that  if  fo  abfurd  a  fuppofuion  is  admitted  but 
for  a  moment,  the  value  of  truth  is  wholly  dellroyed,  and 
no  wife  man  v.ill  employ  his  time  and  pains  in  endavor^ 
ing  10  difcover,  to  communicate,  or  to  defend  it. 

The  other  particular  comprehended  under  the  excel- 
lence of  this  rule,  is  its  perfpicuity  ;  That,  it  is  not  only 
fine  and  inlallible  in  itfelf,  but  capable  of  an  cafy  applica- 
tion by  thole  who  have  occafion  to  ufe  it.  Here,  if  any 
where,  there  is  room  for  doubt  and  difputaiion.     Here,  it 
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may  be  alledged,  all  the  confiifion  and  uncertainty  return^, 
which  was  before  complained  of,  and  for  which  a  remedy 
was  required.  Men  will  ftill  differ  in  their  opinions  as  to 
what  is  true  goodnefs.  Befides,  they  will  ftill  debate  the 
fmcerity  of  many  pretenfions,  and  the  reality  of  many 
appearances ;  and,  as  art  and  hypocrify  will  always  h^ 
ufed  on  the  one  hand,  deluficn  mud  bi?  the  unavoidable 
confequence  on  the  other. 

This,  however,  is  no  more  than  the  neceflary  confe- 
quence of  human  imperfe£lion.  It  cannot  be  denied,  and 
it  may,  without  any  hefitation,  be  confeffed,  that  men  are 
liable  to  err,  and  that  many  have  erred  in  the  application 
of  this  rule.  But,  who  can  from  thence  juftly  infer,  that 
it  is  not  of  fufficient  cleamefs,  to  direft  thofe  who  will 
honeftly  make  ufe  of  it,  and  to  lay  the  error  of  thofe  who 
are  milled  entirely  at  their  own  door  ? 

It  pleafed  God  to  write  his  law  upon  the  heart  of  man 
at  firlK  And  the  great  lines  of  duty,  however  obfcured 
by  our  original  apodacy,  are  flill  fo  vifible,  as  to  afford  an 
opportunity  of  judging,  what  condu£t  and  practice  is,  or 
is  not  agreeable  to  its  didlates^  It  will  be  found  from  ex- 
perience,  that  men  are  able  to  determine  on  this  pointy 
with  far  greater  certainty,  than  on  any  other  fubjedl  of 
religion  :  that  is  to  fay,  they  can  perceive  the  excellency 
of  the  end,  when  they  are  in  much  doubt  about  the  means, 
in  themfelves,  or  feparately  confidered. 

Such  authority  hath  natural  confcience  ftill  in  man, 
that  it  renders  thofe  who,  in  their  own  condufl:,  defpife 
its  reproofs,  inexcufeable  in  the  fight  of  God.a  But  it  is 
of  importance  in  the  prefent  argument  to  obferve,  that 
every  one  is  able  to  pal's  a  far  furer  judgment  on  the  mo- 
ral character  of  another,  than  his  own.  The  pollution 
of  the  heart  brings  a  corrupt  bias  on  the  judgment,  in  a 
man's  own  cafe,  and  makes  him  palliate  and  defend  thole 
fins,  to  which  he  is  ftrongly  inclined^  or  of  which  he  haili 
been  aheady  guilty  :  whereas  in  determining  the  charac- 
ters of  others,  this  bias  is  lefs  fenfibly  felt.  This  is  ptr- 
hups  the  true  and  only  reafon  why  any  deference  is  paid 
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to  virtue  as  praife- worthy,  by  thofe  who  are  enemies  to  it 
in  their  hearts,  or  any  public  honor  and  refpeft  given  tcf 
the  fervice  of  God  in  the  world,  where  fo  great  a  majority 
are  evidently  in  the  interells  of  another  maften 

One  fingular  excellence  of  this  nile  is,  its  b^ing  the 
moil  univerfally  intelligible.  It  is  level  to  the  capacity 
of  men  of  all  degrees  of  underflanding.  There  is  little 
diSerence,  if  any,  in  this  refpeCl,  between  the  wife  and 
the  unwife,  the  learned  and  the  ignorant.  Perhaps  this 
circumftance  alone  ought  to  give  it,  in  judice,  the  prefe* 
fence,  to  every  other  ted  of  religious  truth.  Religion  is 
the  concern  of  all  alike,  and  therefore,  what  relates  t6  it 
ihould  be  open  to  all.  It  was  the  charader,  and  the  glo* 
ry  of  the  gofpel,  at  its  firft  publication,  that  it  was  preach' 
ed  to  the  poor.  And  by  this  it  is  Hill  diftinguiflied,  not 
only  from  many  or  mod  falfe  religions,  but  efpecially 
from  thofe  phitofophical  fpeculations,  in  which  the  ene- 
mies  of  all  religion  place  their  chief  ftrength.  When  wc 
J>erufe  a  fyftem  or  theory  of  moral  virtue,  the  principles 
of  which  are  very  refined,  or  the  reafoning  upon  it  ab- 
llrafted  and  above  the  comprehenfion  of  the  vulgar,  it 
may  be  ingenious,  but  it  carries  in  itfelf  a  demonft ration, 
that,  becaufe  it  is  unfit,  it  could  never  be  intended  for 
general  ufe. 

Here  then,  lies  the  great  advantage  of  the  rule  laid 
clown  by  our  Saviour,  The  bulk  of  mankind,  thofe  of 
lower  rank,  and  even  thofe  among  them  of  weakeft  or 
Icaii  culiivated  underflanding,  are  able  to  judge  of  the  ef- 
fcilsor  principles,  or  to  fee  the  beauty  of  an  excellent 
chara^^ler,  when  they  are  not  able  to  examine  a  doftrine, 
or  apprehend  the  reafoning  upon  which  it  is  founded.— 
The  dictates  of  confcience  are  often  immediate  and  clear, 
W'htn  the  deduftions  of  reafon  are  long  and  involved.  To 
make  intricate  refearches  in  theory,  requires  great  natu- 
ral abilities,  which  are  the  portion  of  very  few:  but  to 
jutl^e  of  a  vilible  ciiarafter  requires  only  an  impartial 
ic-nfc  of  riglit  and  wrong.  Of  this  the  plain  man  is  as 
liifccrpli'Die  as  the  moll  acute  by  nature,  or  the  mod  en- 
liviiiciiccl  by  education.  In  God  Almighty,  infinite  know- 
k-d^eand  iunniic  Uor:n;;!a  are  united,  and,  wc  have  rea- 
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^n  to  think,  that  in  their  perfeftion  they  are  infcparable. 
lut  we  know,  by  experience,  that  they  do  not  besu-  an 
xa£t  proportion  to  one  another  in  inferior  natures,  at  lead, 
mong  finful  creatures.  There  may  be,  and  there  often 
i  great  virtue  and  goodnefs  in  a  mean  capacity,  and 
reat  depravity  in  perfons  of  eminent  ability* 

From  thefe  confiderations  it  is  plain,  that  this  riile  of 
•ying  adoftrine  by  its  effefts,  as  a  tree  by  its  fruits^  may. 
e  applied  by  the  meanefl:  as   well  as  the  greateft,  and 
rith  as  little  danger  of  miflfike.     Perhaps  it  might  have 
een  fafely  affirmed  with  lefs  danger  of  millake.     Great 
itelledlual  abilities,  and  great  natural  advantages  of  eve- 
f  kind,  arc  very  ready  to  fwell  the  mind  with  pride  and 
:lf.conceit,  than  which  no  difpofition  is  in  itfelf  more 
Jious  in  the  fight  of  God,  or  more  unfavorable  to  the  dif- 
overy  of  truth.     This  feems  to  be  confirmed  by  experi-^ 
nee,  and  it  is  plainly  the  view  given  us  of  our  prefent 
ate  in  the  holy  Scriptures.     Thus  the  apoftle  Paul  fays^ 
Ye  fee  your  calling,  brethren,  how  that  not  many  wif« 
menafterthefliefh,  hot  many  mighty,  not  many  noble 
are  called.     But  God  hath  chofen  the  fooliih  things  of 
the  world,  to  confound  the  wife  ;  and  God  hath  chofea 
the  weak  things  of  the  world  to  confound  the  things 
which  are  mighty,  and  bafe  things  of  the  worlds  and 
things  Which  are  defpifcd  hath  God  chofen,  yea,  and 
things  which  are  not,  to  bring  to  nought  things  that  are: 
that  no  flelh  (hould  glory  in  his  prefence."^z     For  the 
gry  fame  thing  we  find  our  blefled  Redeemer  adoring  the 
spth  and  fovereignty  of  divine  Providence,  in  the  foUow- 
ig  terms,  "  In  that  hour  Jefus  fejoiced  in  fpirit,  and 
faid,  I  thank  thee,  O  Father,  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth, 
that  thou  hall  hid  thefe  things  from  the  wife  and  pru- 
dent, and  had  revealed  them  unto  babes :  even  fo,  Fa- 
ther, for  fo  it  feemed  good  in  thy  fight."^ 
Miftakes,  however,  after  all  there  will  be,  and  fome 
fierences  even  among  the  beft ;  but,  from  this  very  cir- 
imflance,  I  derive  another  great  excellence  of  the  above 
lie  laid  down,  that,  it  is  not  only  the  teft  of  truth  for  a 
a   I  Cor.  I.  20 — 29.  d  Luke  x.  21. 
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man^s  fclf,  but  the  meafure  of  forbearance  with  regard  to? 
others.  By  carefully  examining  their  fruits,  men  may 
not  only  be  difedfcrf  what  to  embrace,  and  what  capital 
and  fundamental  errors?  wholly  to  rejct\,  but  alfo  in  what 
particulars  to  excrcife  mutual  forbearance,  and,  though 
fmaller  differences  ftill  fubfiJi,  to  receive  one  another  to' 
flie  glory  of  God.  If  m  any  perfon  or*  perfons,  of  what- 
ever party,  you  perceive  the  fpirit  of  true  and  undefiled 
religiorr,  they  are  accepted  of  God,  and  fhould  not  be 
Condemned  by  yoUr  This  ought  not,  in  jufticc,  to  in- 
duce you  to  approve  or  embrace  every  one  of  their  prin- 
ciples,  or  every  part  of  their  praftice,  of  which  perhaps 
you  have  fecn  or  felt  the  bad  tendency  ;  yet  fliould  it  en- 
gage you  to  love  them  with  unfeigned  affedlion  as  flncere, 
though,  in  fomc  meafure,-  miftaken  fervants:  of  our  com- 
mon Lord. 

I  hope  it  appears  from  the  preceding  obfervaiions,  that 
tjhis  rule,  of  trying  every  principle  or  profeffion  by  it* 
fruits,  is'the  bell  that  could  have  been  given.  It  is  cer- 
tain  and  infallible  in  itfelf,  and  we  are  lefs  liable  to  mif- 
take  in  the  nfe  of  it,  than  of  any  other.  There  feenis,  in- 
deed,  to  be  an  exadl  analogy  between  this^rule  in  religious 
inatters^  and  reafon-  in  cur  common  and  civil  concerns. 
Reafon  is  the  bell  guide  and  director  of  human  life.  There 
is  certainly  an  effential  difference  between  wifdom  and 
folly,  in  the  nature  of  things.  They  are  alfo  lenfibly  op- 
pofite  to  one  another  in  their  extremes.  Innumerable 
aftions,  however,  there  are,  or  modes^of  aftion,.  of  a  more 
doubtful  and  difputable  nature,  as  to  the  wifdom  or  weak. 
ntrfs  of  which,  harldly  any  two  men  would  be  entirely  of 
the  fame  opinion.  Let  the  enemy  of  religion  make  the 
application,  who  denio:s  its  reality,  btcaufe  all  good  men 
are  not  of  t!ie  fame  miud;  or  becaufe  there  are  different 
parties  and  profenions,  who  oppole  one  another  in  fome 
opinions  and  pradlices.  He  afts  jail  the  fame  part,  as 
he,  who  feeing  the  differences  of  judgment  among  men, 
upon  altnoll  every  fubjetl  tlut  falls  under  their  delibera- 
tion, fh(m!d  renounce  the  ufe  of  rcrJbn,  or  deny  that  th«r« 
is  in  nature^  v*.ny  fixh  thing. 


by  Us  Moral  Infiueni&.  395 

We  now  proceed  to  the  fecond  thing  propofed,  to  ftiow^ 
That  the  rule  above  explained  and  defended,  is  that  by 
which,  in  fad,  all  fi»*ious  perfons,  and  indeed,  mankind 
in  general,  fe  fiatr  as  they  are  fincere,  do  judge  of  rdiigioui 
principles  and  pretenfions. 

By  ferious  perfons,  I  underftand  aU  thofe  who  are  truly 
religious,  in  oppofition  to  thofe  who  have  only  a  nominal 
and  cuAomary  profeffion.  If  we  would  fpeak  with  preci- 
fion,  or  reafon  in  a  juft  and  condufive  Banner,  we  muft 
keep  this  di(lin€tion  confiantly  in  view.  Nothing  does 
more  harm  to  any  caufe,  than  a  treacherous  friend,  or 
bofom  enemy :  and  nothing  does  more  hurt  to  the  intereft 
of  religion,  than  its  being  loaded  with  a  great  number, 
who,  for  many  devious  reafons,  afliime  die  form,  while 
they  are  firangers  to  the  power  of  it.  The  fallacy  of 
almoft  all  the  reafonings  of  infidels  lies  here.  They  con«> 
fider  religion  as  anfwerable  for  all  the  hypocrify  of  thofe 
who  pro&fs  it,  and  all  the  wickednefs  of  thofe  who  have 
not  renounced  the  profeffion ;  as  if  in  order  to  its  being 
true,  it  muft  be  impoffible  for  any  to  counterfeit  it.  If 
that  were  the  cafe,  no  thanks  would  b$  due  to  impartial 
enquiry.  All  color  of  obje£Uon  being  taken  away,  the 
afTent  would  not  be  yielded,  but  compelled.  This,  doubts 
lefs,  the  prefumpt-uous  wifdom  ci  man  ordinarily  dictates^ 
J)ut  according  to  the  fuperior  wiidom  of  God  ^^  ofiences 
^*  multcome*^  and  "  hercfics  alfo,  that  they  thature  ap» 
^'  proved  may  be  made  manifefl.*' 

Suppofing,  therefore,  the  important  dtftiniAion  between 
real  and  nominal  ChrUlians,  all  of  the  firA  charader,  o^ 
every  age,  and  of  every  party,  are  fo  far  from  being  under 
ihe  influence  ci  implicit  faith,  that  they  try  the  truth  by 
its  fruits,  and  adhere  to  it  for  its  efie£\st  There  is  fome^ 
thing  more  in  the  cafe  of  every  good  man,  than  barely  a 
rational  perfuafwnof  the  truth  of  religion  in  general,  from 
ihe  arguments  adduced  to  fupport  it.  The  truths  of  the 
gofpel  give  him  fuch  a  view  of  himfelf,  and  his  own  ftate, 
as  experience  fhews  him  to  be  true.  In  the  gofpel  he 
finds  a  remedy  propofed  for  his  guilt  and  mifery,  which, 
befides  all  the  other  evidences  of  its  divine  original,  \%  ex- 
^ly  fuited  to  his  felt  conditiout     Add  to  boili  thefe,  that 
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be  immediately  experiences  its  happy  effi;£t,  not  only  \\\ 
laying  the  beft  foundation  for  his  peace,  but  in  operating 
a  thorough  change  in  his  heart  and  life.  Thus  hath  every 
real  Qhriftian,  an  inward  and  experimental  proof  of  the 
truth  of  the  gofpel,  not  contrary,  but  fuperior  to,  ftronger 
and  more  ftable  than  any  fpeculative  reafoning.  In  this; 
fenfe  we  are  to  underftand  the  words  of  the  apoftle  John, 
^^  He  that  believeth  on  the  Son  of  God  bath  the  witnefs  in 
*'  himfelf/'a  This  is  common  to  all  real  believers  of 
whatever  denomination,  who  not  only  are  perfectly  agreed 
in  the  eflentials  of  religion,  but  much  more  agreoi  in 
every  thing  material,  than  they  themfelves  either  clearly 
apprehend,  or  are  willing  to  confefs. 

So  far  every  good  man  muft  be  acquitted  from  the 
charge  of  implicit  faith ;  we  may  adopt  concerning  all 
fuch  the  words  of  our  Saviour  to  Peter,  "  Bleffed  art  thou, 
^  Simon  Barjona :  For  flefh  and  blood  hath  not  revealed 
t*  it  unto  thee,  but  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven."^— * 
It  is  no  lefs  plain,  that  in  every  thing  that  is  fuppofcd  to 
make  a  part  of,  or  that  hath  any  connexion  with  religion, 
they  may  judge  by  the  fame  rule.  In  all  thefe  modes  of 
opinion  in  lefler  matters,  in  all  thefe  circumfiances  which 
ferve  to  diftinguifh  one  feO:  from  another,  though  they 
may  determine  in  different,  nay,  in  oppofite  ways,  yet 
they  all  proceed  upon  the  fame  general  rule,  viz.  the  in- 
fluence which  fuch  difputed  point  has,  as  a  means,  upon 
the  fubftance  and  end  of  all  religion.  This  appears  fi"om 
the  reafoning  on  each  fide,  in  all  religious  difputes.  This 
principle  as  common  to  both  is  often  exprefsly  mentioned, 
and  always  manifeftly  implied  that  thofe  dodtrines,  or 
that  way  of  expreffing  doftrines,  and  thofe  pra£lices, 
which  are  in  fa6l  mod  conducive  to  holinefs,  are,  and 
for  that  very  reafon  mull  t)e,  moll  agreeable  to  the  will  of 
God. 

But  what  I  have  chiefly  in  view  is,  to  fliow,  that  this 
appears  from  the  very  faft  ufually  brought  to  prove  that 
the  religion  of  ahnoil  all  mankind  is  no  better  than  impli- 
pit  faith.  The  faft  I  mean  is,  that  the  bulk  of  mankind 
is  greatly  fwayed  in  the  choice  of  opinion,  by  the  authority 
^  a  1  John  V.  9.  b  Malt.  xvi.  \7. 
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fiind  example  of  others.  This,  indeed,  does  net  hold  fo 
generally  as  is  commonly  fuppofed.  We  have  feen  abovc^ 
that  it  doth  not  hold,  with  regard  to  the  fubllance  of  reli- 
gion, in  any  good  man;  for  in  this  he  will  call  no* man 
mafter  on  earth.  But  even  when  it  does  hold,  it  is,  per- 
haps, not  fo  blameable  as  many  are  apt  to  imagine.  Le^ 
it  be  admitted  then,  that,  in  many  inftances,  it  is  the  au*. 
thority  and  example  of  men,  more  than  any  other  reafon 
that  determines  the  judgment*  Let  it  be  admitted,  that 
this  is  the  cafe  with  the  bulk  of  mankind,  and  even  in 
ibme  meafure  with  the  beft.  I  mud  be  allowed  to  aflc, 
«rhat  is  it  that  procures  thefe  perfons  fuch  authority  ? 
What  is  it  that  fird  begins,  edablifhes,  or  perpetuates 
their  influence  ?  Nothing  elfe,  but  the  real  or  apparent 
fandity  of  their  charafter.  In  vain  will  a  profligate,  or 
one  manifeHly  deftitute  of  perfonal  worth,  fet  himfelf  at 
the  head  of  a  party,  or  attempt  to  draw  away  difciples  af- 
ter him.  It  is  the  fuppofed  piety  and  probity  of  the  per-; 
fon,  that  gives  weight  to  his  example,  and  force  to  his 
precepts.  This  weighs  more  with  the  fober  ferious  part 
of  mankind,  and,  indeed,  with  mankind  in  general,  than 
the  greateft  intelleftual  abilities,  and  otherwife  moil  ad- 
mired talents.  Whoever  has  acquired  a  great  reputation 
for  piety  and  fincerity,  will,  with  little  art,  or  rather  no 
art  at  all,  nay,  without  fo  much  as  intending  it,  bring  his 
principles  and  praftice  into  repute.  At  the  fame  time, 
one  of  a  contrary  charadter,  with  all  the  powers  of  elo* 
quence,  and  every  other  outward  advantage,  Ihall  bxl  in 
attempting  to  perfuade. 

Now  what  is  this,  but  that  mankind  proceed  mainly  in 
their  judgment,  upon  the  very  rule  which  I  have  endea^ 
vored  to  (how  is  the  beft  they  could  have  chofen.  They 
try  principles  by  their  effefts,  as  a  tree  by  its  fruits. 
Wherever  they  fee  the  beft  man,  they  conclude  that  he 
muft  be  actuated  by  the  moft  excellent  as  well  as  the  mod 
powerful  principles.  The  multitude,  or  lower  clafs  of 
mankind,  are  ufually  the  fcom  of  half-thinkers  and  fuper* 
iicial  reafoners,  for  this  attachment  to  perfons.  But  were 
acomparifon  faithfully  made  between  the  feveral  motives 
of  choice  in  different  clafles,  there  would  be  no  great  caufe 
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of  triumph.  When  we  conftder  howr  unfit  tlic  plurality  of 
mankind  are  to  judge  iu  an  intricate  debate,  darkened, 
perhaps,  by  the  art  aiid  fubtilty  of  thofe  who  handle  it, 
we  fhall  find  tliey  are  little,  if  at  all,  to  blame.  In  one 
view,  no  doubt,  they  may  be  (aid  to  be  actuated  by  im- 
plicit  faith,  but  in  truth,  and  at  bottom,  they  are  follow- 
ing the  wifeft  and  mod  falutary  of  aJJ  nioral  maxims. 

A  furvey  of  the  hiftory,  cither  of  religion  in  general,  or 
of  the  Chriftian  religion  in  particular,  would  fet  this  mat- 
ter in  the  cleareft  light.  But  little  of  this  kind  can  come 
within  the  limits  of  a  fmgle  difcourfe.  I  fliali  not  there- 
fore ftay  to  mention  the  retired  manner  of  life,  and  pre- 
tended fanflity  of  the  inventors  of  tlw  heathen  idolatry, 
though  it  may  be  applied  to  tliis  fubjed ;  and  would  ferve 
to  fhew  the  univerfal  fcnfe,  and  general  expectation  of 
mankind.  Inhere  is  a  faying  of  an  eminent  and  violent 
enemy  of  the  Chriftian  faith,  *'  That  gravity  is  of  the  very 
**cffence  of  impofture."  This  is  nothing  elfe  but  a  per- 
verted  vieas  and  nulicious  reprefentation  of  the  general 
truth,  that  apparent  fandity  is  necefiary  to  eftablifh  any 
facred  authority.  But  is  there  any  thing  more  unquelli- 
onable,  or  that  bath  been  more  frequently  obferved,  than 
tliat  the  vidtory  of  truth  over  error,  in  the  firft  ages  of 
Chriftianity,  was  much  more  owing  to  the  fliining  piety 
of  the  primitive  Chrillians  in  general,  together  with  the 
patience  and  conftancyof  the  martyrs,  than  to  any  other 
means.  Reafon  may  convince  the  underllandinjT,  but 
example  feizes  and  keeps  poffeffion  of  the  lieart.  It  was 
the  eminent  piety  and  ufcfulnefs  of  the  faints  in  former 
figes,  which  aitrat^led  fuch  veneration  and  love  from  the 
multitude,  as  foon  proceeded  to  a  criminal  excefs.  Not 
content  with  imitating  the  amiable  example  of  thofe  whom 
they  held  in  fuch  elleem,  by  a  natural  affociation  they 
aflixed  a  fanclity  to  relics,  and  this  produced  a  variety  of 
fu|^r(litious  practices.  I  cannot  alfo  help  being  of  opini- 
on, .that  it  wasthefevere  and  mortified  lives  of  many  of 
the  retired  devotees  in  the  Romidi  church,  that  kept  that 
corrupt  body  in  credit  for  {'jwvz  ages  longer  tliau  it  could 
have  orlverwifc  continued. 
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On  the  other  hand,  who  does  not  know,  that  the  nioft 
formidable  and  fuccefsful  attacks  made  by  the  reformers 
on  that  mother  of  abominations,  were  their  ex pofing  the 
corrupt  and  dlflblute  lives  of  her  priefts  and  members. 
This  they  were  at  no  fmali  pains  to  do,  both  in  a  grave 
and  in  an  ironical  drain.  As  the  covetoufnefs  and  ambi- 
tion of  many,  and  the  licentious  debauchery  of  others  of 
the  clergy,  firft  brought  the  doftrine^  into  fnfpicion,  fo' 
thofe  examples  when  held  up  to  light,  made  a  far  greater 
number  of  converts,  than  any  abfurdities  in  belief,  how 
grofs  and  palpable  foever.  The  truth  is,  we  find  all  par- 
ties greedily  lay  hold  of  this  weapon  whenever  it  is  pre- 
fented  to  them,  and  ufe  it  with  great  confidence  againft 
their  adverfaries  ;  and  in  fo  doing  they  difcover  a  convic- 
tion, that  principles^are  never  fo  powerfully  fupported  a» 
by  the  good,  nor  fo  effeftaally  difparaged  as  t^  the  bad 
characters  of  thofe  who  profefs  them. 

If  we  leave  the  hiftory  of  former  ages^  and  examine  the 
flate  of  the  prefeitt,  the  fame  truth  wiH  ftill  be  the  refult  of 
our  enquiry,  and  appear  with  increafing  evidence.  Dif- 
ferent parties  and  denominations  prevail  in  different  pla- 
ces :  and  wherever  any  party  or  denomijnition  greatly 
prevails,  the  eftett  may  eafily  be  traced  up  to  its  caufe  \ 
and  will  appear,  by  no  very  dillant  tradition,  to  have  been 
owing  to  the  eminent  piety  of  fome  one  or  more  of  that 
profeffion  in  a  former  period,  or,  which  is  much  the  famcy 
lo  the  com|)aratively  odious  and  vicious  charafters  of  thofof 
whooppofed  theni.flf 

a  Our  own  country  will  aflbrd  us  fom€  fenfible  and  ftrikin^ 
proofs  of  the  jrtflice  of  thia  obfervatioii.  'lliere  had  been  a 
Rnijjjglc,  from  the  very  firft  dawn  of  the  reformation,  between 
prelbylcry  and  epifcopacy  in  Scotlaml.  This  contell  however 
carat  to  its  greateft  height  about  100  years  ago,  when  the  pref- 
byterians  were  cjecljd,  and  epifcopacy  was  eftabliftied  by  aty-^ 
rannicai  civil  government,  and  continued  by  a  fevere  and  cruel 
perfecution.  We  had  by  thia  raeans  a  trial  of  both  :  and  it  itf 
very  obfcrvablc,  that  the  odium  which  juftly  fell  upon  epifco- 
pacy, from  the  rage  and  inhumanity  of  thofe  who  had  the  chier 
<lirec\lon,  was  ihc  circumiiduce  that  determined  the  body  of 
the  nation  to  cudvour  its  fubverfion.  Yet,  wherever  there  hap- 
pened to  be  a  f;:v/  miiiifters  of  that  pcrfaafion  pious  in  their 
Imc 5,  and  dili<^cn:  in  th?  divtits  of  their  jfticj,  there  were  ma* 
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At  is  no  jufl  objection  to  the  account  here  given,  that 
we  find  inilances  in  which  principles  feem  to  give  a  fanc- 
tion  to  chara£ters,  inllead  of  receiving  fupport  from  them. 
There  are,  no  doubts  cafes  in  which  a  man's  being  known 
to  embrace  certain  principles,  will  be  alone  fufficient  to 
make  him  odious,  however  blamelefs,  or  even  praife- wor- 
thy his  condu£t  be,  in  every  other  refpeflt.  At  the  fame 
time,  perhaps,  the  failings  of  another  fhall  be  either  whol- 
ly pardoned,  or  greatly  extenuated,  if  he  efpoufe,  but  cfpe- 
cially,  if  he  is  adtive  in  vindicating  the  principles  which 
are  held  facred.  But  this  is  no  more  than  the  natural 
and  necceflary  confequence  of  any  fet  of  principks  being 
once  firmly  eftablifhed.  They  acquire  their  credit  at  fir(^ 
jn  the  way  I  have  already  mentioned ;  but  when  that  cre^ 
dit  is  high,  it  will  bring  a  fufpicion  upon  evety  thing  that 
oppofes  it,  however  fpecious  and  promifing  m  outward 
appearance.  There  is  nothing  furprifing  here,  nor,  in- 
deed, any  thing  but  what  is  perfeflly  natural ;  for,  as  one 
or  a  few  inftances  commonly  do  not,  fo  in  reafon  they 
ought  not  to  (hake  the  reputation  of  truths,  which  have 
been  eftabliftied  by  long  experience  of  their  worth  a:nd  ef- 
ficacy.  Neither  mud  it  be  forgotten,  that  when  examples 
feem  to  (land  in  oppofition  one  to  another,  and  to  lead  to 
different  conclufions,  it  is  not  from  one  or  two  that  a  judg- 
ment can  be  palTed,  but  from  many,  and  thefe  compared 
and  examined  with  great  diligence  and  care. 

ny  perfons  and  families  who  joined  with  them  in  communion, 
and  their  pofterity  adhere  to  that  opinion  even  to  this  day.— • 
This  was  the  cafe  in  fome  places  of  the  eaft  and  north  countf7. 
But  in  the  weftcm  parts  of  Scotland,  where  the  epifcopal  cler- 
gy were,  almoft  to  a  rhan,  ignorant,  flothful  or  vicious,  they 
were  univcrfally  deferted,  and  hardly  a  fmgle  adherent  to  thaf 

perfuafion  is  now  to  be  found. 'I  cannot  oniit   mentioning 

here  what  was  faid  by  a  lady  of  quality  at  that  time  to  Dr- 
Burnet,  when  he  came  to  vifit  the  weft  country.  It  was  to  the 
following  purpofe  :  **  We  of  the  laity  cannot  judge  upon  con- 
**  troverfial  points,  but  we  fee  thefe  men  whom  you  perfecute, 
"  grave  in  their  deportment,  ftridlly  holy  in  their  converfation, 
"  and  very  laborious  in  their  functions,  while  many  of  your 
**  clergy  are  ignorant,  flothful  and  vicious.**  This  is  what  de- 
termines the  judgment  of  the  p«ople. 
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I  conclude  the  illuftration  of  this  head  with  remarking, 
that  the  principle  above  laid  down  will  explain,  in  a  clear 
and  fatisfying  manner,  two  appearances  in  the  moral 
world,  which  feem  direflly  to  contradift  one  another.  By 
what  happens  fometimes  in  religion,  we  (hall  be  apt  to 
conclude,  that  there  is  in  human  nature  a  pronenefs  to 
change,  or  a  love  of  novelty  purely  on  its  own  account. 
Accordingly  we  find  this  laid  to  the  charge  of  mankind 
by  feveral  authors.  And  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  fome 
men,  or  fefts,  often  introduce  new  practices  which  ac- 

Suire  great  reputation,  and  almofl  univerfal  acceptance, 
ly  other  exam  pies,  however,  we  are  taught  to  afcribe  to 
human  nature  a  ftrong  attachment  to  old  opinions,  and 
hatred  of  all  innovation.  What  is  remarkable  is,  that 
both  thefe  take  place  chiefly  in  little  circumftances,  and 
things  of  fmall  moment;  new  inventions  being  fometimes 
gone  into  witli  a  zeal,  and  old  cufloms  adhered  to  with  an 
obftinacy,  .which  the  intrinfic  value  of  the  things  contend- 
ed for  does  not  feem  to  merit  on  either  fide.  To  afcribe 
this  to  the  different  difpofitions  of  individuals  will  not  be 
a  fatisfaftory  folution,  for  we  fee  fometimes  examples  of 
both  in  the  fame  perfons.  But,  by  fearching  a  little  deep- 
er, we  fliall  unravel  this  difficulty,  and  difcover,  that 
though  the  love  of  novelty,  or  a  verieration  for  antiquity, 
may  be  fometimes  the  immediate  principle  of  action,  there 
is  another  ultimate  principle  which  is  the  caufe  of  both, 
and  in  different  circumftances,  produces  either  the  one  or 
the  other.  This  principle  is  no  other  than  that  admira- 
tion of  real  or  fuppofed  worth,  which  has  been  illuftrated 
above.  Whoever  hath  acquired  a  great  reputation  for 
piety  and  holinefs,  may  eafily  introduce  any  indifferent 
practice,  though  not  common  before,  efpecially  if  it  be 
conlidered  as  an  evidence  or  expreflion  of  his  piety.  On 
this  fuppofition,  his  differing  from,  or  doing  more  than 
others,  will  be  taken  notice  of  to  his  praife.a  But  he  may 

a  There  is  great  reafon  to  think  that  it  was  in  this  very  way 
that  many  different  rites  were  brought  into  the  Chriftian 
churchy  which  in  a  long  courfe  of  time  grew  into  a  mafs  of 
abominable  fuperAition.  They  were  at  firfl,  perhaps,  but  the 
modes  or  circumftances  of  the  worfliip)  or  pra6tice   of  piout 

Vol.  II.  3  E 
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much  more  eafily  introduce  a  new,  than  depart  from  ail 
old  cudotn.  The  reafon  is  plain ;  for  ancient  cuftoms 
having  been  ellablifhed  on  the  ground  already  afligned, 
men  are  ufually  very  tenacious  of  them»  and  it  requires 
no  fmall  degree  of  credit  and  charader,  either  to  change 
or  to  abolifli  them. 

We  now  proceed  to  make  fome  pradical  improvement 
of  what  has  been  falcl. 

In  the  firft  place,  from  what  has  been  faid  upon  this 
fubje£t,  we  may  derive  one  of  the  plainell  and  moft  fatif- 
fying  proofs  of  the  truth  of  the  gofpel.  A  proof,  level  to 
the  meaneft  capacity,  and  therefore  proper  to  preferve  or- 
dinary Chriftians  from  being  (haken  by  the  bold  aiid  in- 
folent  attacks  now  made  on  religion  by  fome  of  the  loweft 
rank.  A  proof,  at  the  fame  time,  not  only  deferving  the 
attention  of  the  mod  intelligent,  but  which  of  all  others,  is 
certainly  the  moft  decifive.  Let  us  try  it  by  its  firuits. 
Let  us  compare  the  temper  and  charadler  of  real  Chrif- 
tians, witli  thofe  of  infidels,  and  fee  which  of  them  belt 
merits  the  approbation  of  an  honeft  and  impartial  judge. 
Let  us  iike  In  every  circumftance  that  will  contribute  to 
make  the  comparifon  juft  and  fair,  and  fee  what  will  be 
the  refult.  I  fay  this,  becaufe  I  can  by  no  means  allow, 
that  great  multitudes  though  born  in  a  country  where 
Chriftianity  is  profefled,  ought  to  be  confidered  as  Chrif- 
tians, when  they  are  open  and  violent  enemies  to  the  gof- 
pel in  all  its  parts.  They  ought  rather  to  be  thrown  into 
the  fcale  of  infidelity.  But,  lince  moft  of  them  have 
formed  no  fixed  principles  at  all,  becaufe  they  have  never 
thought  upon  the  fubjedl,  we  lliall  leave  them  entirely  out 
of  the  queftion. 

Is  then  the  charadler  and  pradlice  of  infidels  in  gene- 
ral, once  to  be  compared  with  that  of  fuch  Chriftians  as 
believe  upon  perfonal  convidtion  ?  However  much  the 
natural  fenfe  of  right  and  wrong  may  be  obfcured  and 
perverted  in  fome,  1  fliould  tliink  there  are  very  few  who 

perfons,  but  from  being  voluntary  and  purely  circum{lantial« 
they  came  by  degrees  to  be  confidered  as  parts  of  religious 
worihip  ;  and  therefore  finful  in  the  performers,  but  much 
more  finful  ia  the  impofcrs. 
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Will  not  manifeftly  perceive  to  whom  the  preference  is 
due.  In  which  of  the  two  do  you  find  the  moll  regular 
and  fervent  piety  towards  God  ?  Here,  perhaps,  it  will  be 
faid.  This  is  what  no  man  experts  to  find  in  unbelievers, 
it  is  no  part  of  their  plan,  arid  therefore  ought  not  to  be 
included  in  the  comparifon.  But  as  the  general  fenfe  of 
mankind  does  not  require  it,  fo  I  can  never  fufFer  that  our 
duty  to  God  ihould  be  erafed  out  of  the  moral  law.  Be-^ 
fides,  the  general  pretence  now,  is  not  atheifm  but  theifm.. 
The  queftion  is  therefore  altogether  pertinent ;  and  per- 
fons  of  this  charafter  are  felf- condemned,  who,  by  their 
total  neglcft  of  all  religious  worlhip,  are  as  much  charge- 
able  with  impiety  as  infidelity. — In  which  of  the  two  is  to 
be  found  the  greateft  integrity  and  uprightnefs  in  their 
commerce  between  man  and  man,  the  mod  unfeigned 
good- will,  and  mod  aftive  beneficence  to  others  ?  Is  it 
die  unbeliever  or  the  Chriftian,  who  clothes  the  naked 
and  deals  his  bread  to  the  hungry  ?  A(k  the  many  and 
noble  ancient  ftrudturefi  raifed  for  the  relief  of  the  difeafed 
and  the  poor,  to  whom  they  owe  their  eftablifliment  and 
fupport  ? — Which  of  thefe  two  clafFes  of  men  are  moft 
remarkable  for  felf-government  ?  How  often  is  the  unex- 
perienced youth  initiated  in  debauchery  of  all  kinds,  by 
thefe  very  friends  of  mankind,  who  charitably  declaiia 
againft  prieftcraft  and  d«luCon,  and  happily  eradicate  the 
prejudices  of  education,  by  treating  religion  and  all  reli- 
gious perfons  with  derifion  and  fcom  ?  With  what  fatal 
fiiccefs  has  the  infidel  often  feduced  the  unwary  virgin 
unto  the  deftruftive  paths  of  luft,  by  firft  loofening  the 
obligation  of  religion,  and  then  juftifying  the  indulgence 
of  every  natural  defire  ?  We  fhall  carry  the  comparifon 
no  further  in  this  place ;  but  T  mufl  beg  of  every  one  who 
liath  had  the  happinefs  to  be  acquainted  with  an  eminently 
pious,  humble,  adlive,  ufeful  Chriftian,  to  fay,  whether 
he  can  admit  it  as  poffible,  under  the  adminiftratioa  of  a 
wife  and  good  God,  that  fuch  a  perfon  is  governed  by  a 
fable  invented  by  defigning  villains,   while  the  infidel 
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abne  is  in  poflefllon  of  the  truth,  which  is  pure  in  its  na- 
ture, and  mud  be  proved  by  its  fruits.^ 

In  the  2d  place,  fince  not  only  religion  in  general,  but 
every  particular  doftrine  of  religion  ought  to  be  tried  by 
its  fruits,  let  neither  minillers  nor  people,  ever  lofe  viev 
of  this  great  rule  inthe  dodrines  w)iich  they  teach  on  the 
one  band,  or  embrace  on  the  other.  Let  us  alfo  particu- 
larly remember,  that  no  credit  is  to  be  given  to  any  high 
profefilpns  or  bold  pretences,  but  as  they  are  confirmed 
by  the  fadl,  I  obferve  here,  with  much  pleafure,  what  ad- 
vantage the  fundamental  Scripture  dodlrines,  which  have 
been  long  the  glory  and  happinefs  of  this  church,  will  de- 
rive from  a  fair  and  full  enquiry  into  their  influence  and 
efleftjs.  'Hie  dodtrines  I  mean  are,  the  loft  ftate  of  man 
by  nature  ;  falvation  by  the  free  grace  of  God  ;  juftifica- 
tion  by  the  imputed  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift;  and  fan&ifi- 
cation  be  the  effe^ual  operation  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Thefc 
were  the  dodtrines  of  the  reformation,  when  their  excel- 
lence was  put  beyond  all  doubt  or  quefiion,  by  their  pow- 
erful  and  valuable  effefts.  Many  adverfaries  indeed, 
foon  rofe  up  to  contradift  or  to  corrupt  them  ;  and  it  is 

a  I  am  fenfiblc  it  is  often  pretended,  that  feveral  infidels  have 
been  men  of  unblcmifhed  morals.  Collins  was  a  good  man, 
fay  fome,  and  Shaftefoury  was  yet  a  better  man.  Perhaps, 
thefe  individuals  might  not  be  chargeable  with  the  mofl  open 
diffolution,  and  grofTefl  fenfuality,  which  would  have  been  in- 
confiftcnt  with  their  giving  themfelves  to  clofe  fludy  and  appli-^ 
cation.  Bcfides,  they  who  affaiilted  with  fo  much  boIdnefi», 
eftablifhed  opinions,  mud  have  been  under  a  confiderablc  re- 
Araint,  from  a  regard  to  their  chara6\er  and  caufe.  This  ought 
not  to  be  rejected  as  an  improbable  fuppofition,  or  uncharitable 
allegation  againll  them,  who  fo  liberaliy  reproach  others,  with 
infinccre,  hypocritical,  and  faint-like  pretences.  But  after  all, 
making  even  the  largefl  allowances,  there  is  one  piece  of  coii- 
du6l,  of  which  both  the  above-named  perfons  were  habitually 
guilty,  which  it  is  impoflible  for  me  to  reconcile  with  good 
morah,  even  upon  the  laxeft  principles  that  have  ever  yet  been 
avowed.  What  1  mean  was,  their  Iblcmnly  receiving  the  ho- 
ly facrament,  to  qualify  themfelves  for  bearing  office  in  their 
country,  though  they  believed  it  to  be  altogether  impofturc  and 
deceit-  This  was  fuch  a  piece  of  grofs  and  aggravated  diffi- 
miilation,  as  it  is  impolTible  either  to  defend  in  itfelf,  or  to  fup- 
pofe  confiftent  with  integrity  upon  the  wh(Je. 


by  its  Moral  Influence.  405 

much  to  be  lamented  that  they  are,  at  prefent,  by  many, 
fo  boldly  and  fo  violendy  oppofed  in  this  once  happy 
ifland.  But  we  may  venture  to  affirm,  that  when  the 
doftrine  of  the  crofs  retained  its  purity  and  fimplicity  then 
was  true  religion,  including  every  moral  virtue,  feen  to 
grow  from  it  as  its  fruit.  On  the  other  band  when  and 
wherever  it  has  been  run  down,  and  a  pretended  moral 
dofirine  has  been  introduced,  to  the  prejudice  and  ftib- 
verfion  of  the  grace  of  God,  it  hath  been  always  followed 
by  a  deluge  of  profanenefs  and  immorality  in  practice. 
It  is  eafy  and  common  to  difguifc  the  truth  by  mifrepre- 
fentation,  or  to  vilify  it  by  opprobrious  titles.  It  is  eafy  to 
pretend  a  warm  zeal  for  the  great  doftrines  of  morality, 
and  frequently  to  repeat,  in  a  pulpit,  the  neceffity  of  ho- 
linefs  in  general ;  but  all  impartial  perfons  ought,  and  the 
world  in  general  will  judge,  more  by  works  than  by  words. 
Xjtt  us  fuppofe,  for  example,  the  old  objeflion  revived 
againft  a  minifter  who  preaches  the  doftrine  of  grace,  that 
it  loofens  the  obligations  to  holinefs  of  life.  The  objeftion 
is,  of  all  others,  the  moft  fpecious :  yet,  if  that  minifter 
difcharges  his  duty  with  zeal  and  diligence,  watches  over 
his  people's  fouls,  reproving,  rebuking,  exhorting  with  all 
long  fufiering  and  dofirine  ;  is  ftrifl  and  holy  in  his  own 
converfation,  abhorring  and  flying  from  the  fociety  of  the 
ungodly  ;  and  if  the  effeft  of  his  miniftry  be  to  turn  many 
iinners  from  the  error  of  their  ways,  and.  to  make  an  in- 
telligent, ferious,  regular  people,  the  accufation  will  not 
be  received:  and  who  will  ftiy  that  it  ought  ?  On  the  other 
hand,  is  any  minifter  more  covetous  of  the  fleece,  than 
diligent  for  the  welfare  of  the  flock  ;  cold  and  heardefs  in 
his  facred  work,  but  loud  and  noify  in  promifcuous  and 
foolifli  converfation  ;  carelefs  or  partial  in  the  exercife  of 
difcipUne;  covering  or  palliating  the  fins  of  the  great, 
becaufe  they  may  promote  him  ;  making  friends  and  com- 
panions  of  profane  perfons ;  though  this  man's  zeallhould 
bum  like  a  flame  againft  Antinomianifm,  and  though  his 
own  unvaried  ftrain  Ihould  be  the  neceffity  of  holinefs,  I 
would  never  take  him  to  be  any  of  its  real  friends. 

Let  us  not,  my  brethem,  deceive  ourfelves,  or  attempt 
to  deceive  others  by  pUufible  pretences.    Let  us  all  be 
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zealous  for  good  works ;  not  the  name,  but  the  thing. 
Let  us  not  expedl  to  promote  them  by  a  little  cold  reafon- 
ing,  or  afFefted  flowery  declamation ;  but  by  the  fimpli- 
city  of  the  gofpel ;  by  the  dodtrine  of  the  crofs,  \vhich  will 
not  only  tell  men  that  tliey  ought  to  be  holy,  but  effe£tually 
bring  them  to  that  happy  ftate.  The  leading  principle 
of  true  holinefs,  according  to  the  gofpel,  is  a  deep  and 
grateful  fenfe  of  redeeming  love.  "  For  the  love  of  Chrift 
*♦  conftraineth  us,  becaufe  we  thus  judge,  that  if  one  died 
"  for  all  then  were  all  dead  ;  and  that  he  died  for  all,  that 
**  they  which  live,  ihould  not  henceforth  live  unto  them- 
**  felves,  but  unto  him  which  died  for  them,  and  rofe 
**  again."^ 

In  the  3d  place,  from  what  has  been  faid  on  this  fubje£t 
you  may  fee,  in  a  very  flrong  light,  how  neceflary  it  is, 
that  minifters  Ihould  be,  not  only  really  but  vifibly  and 
eminently  holy ;  and  with  how  much  care  they  are  bound 
to  avoid  every  appearance  of  evil.  There  are  fome  mi- 
nifters  who  ftrongly  plead  for  liberty  and  freedom,  and 
loudly  complain  of  the  malice,  uncharitablenefs,  and  cen- 
forioufnefs  of  the  world.  They  feem  as  if  they  defired, 
nay,  which  is  ftill  more  foolifli,  expedled,  that  no  part  of 
their  conduft  fliould  be  attended  to,  or  any  inference 
drawn  from  it  with  refpefl:  to  their  charafter.  This  will 
never  be  the  cafe  till  they  are  invifible.  It  appears,  from 
what  hath  been  faid  in  the  preceding  difcourfe,  that  it  is 
the  right  and  the  duty  of  every  man  to  try  a  minifter  by 
his  fruits.  Ignorance  indeed,  may  fometimes  be  guilty 
of  miilakes  to  our  prejudice,  and  malice  or  envy  may  go 
too  far ;  yet  this  is  only  what  we  ought  to  lay  our  account 
with,  and  it  Ihould  excite  us,  not  to  a  contempt  of  the 
judgment  of  others,  but  to  greater  ftri£lnefs  and  circum- 
fpeftion,  that  "  they  may  be  afhamed  who  falfely  accufe 
**  our  good  converfation  in  Ghriil." 

It  is  very  hurtful  in  this  as  in  many  other  cafes,  when  a 
man  views  things  only  on  one  fide.  Some  are  apt  to  im- 
pute fo  much  to  the  malice  and  uncharitablenefs  of  the 
world,  that  they  fcldom  or  never  think  themielves  truly 
guilty  of  any  offence  or  mifcarriage.  I  am  perfuaded  ma- 
fir  3  Cor.  v.  1 4* 
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ny  are  in  a  manner  blinded  to  the  errors  of  their  own  con- 
duft,  by  this  very  circumftancc.  Or,  if  they  cannot  but 
be  fenfible  that  they  have  been  guilty  of  fomething  that 
was  wrongs  when  the  fault  is  aggravated  by  report,  they 
feem  to  think  that  this  atones  for  any  thing  really  blame- 
worthy, and  fo  are  hardened  both  againft  confelfion  and 
repentance.  To  fpeak  without  prejudice,  it  is  more  than 
probable,  that  we  are  as  much  chargeable  with  unguarded 
and  offenfive  condudt,  on  the  one  hand,  as  the  world  with 
precipitate  or  partial  judgment  on  the  other.  It  hath  been 
fometinies  obferved,  that  the  multitude  or  common  people 
are  but  poor  judges  of  a  man's  ability  or  learning,  but  they 
are  very  good  judges  of  his  life.  There  is  a  great  deal  of 
truth  in  this  obfervation ;  and  to  fupport  it  I  add,  that 
even  a  hypocritical  pretence  is  extremely  hard  to  main 
tain,  and  fo  often  betrays  itfelf  by  little  circumftances,  that 
there  are  very  few  whofe  real  charafter  is  not  better  under- 
fiood  by  the  world  than  by  themfelves.  The  chief  excepti- 
on I  know  to  this  is  the  cafe  of  violent  party  difputes.  The 
injuflice  done  to  charafters  on  each  fide  there,  is  very 
great.  If  you  take  a  man's  charafter  from  one  to  whom 
he  ftands  in  party  oppofition,  you  muft  conceive  him  not 
a  man  but  a  monfter.  But  (fetting  this  afide,  which  does 
not  fall  within  the  compafs  of  our  prefent  fubjeft)  in  ge- 
neral, it  is  furely  much  more  becoming,  and  it  is  infinite- 
ly  more  fafe  for  us  to  fufpedl  ourfelves,  than  to  complain 
of  hard  meafure  from  the  world.  Let  us  therefore,  by 
dbubling  our  diligence  in  every  perfonal  and  miniflerial 
duty,  endeavor  to  "  make  our  light  fo  fliine  before  men, 
**  that  they  may  fee  our  good  works,  and  glorify  our  Father 
*'  which  is  in  heaven."^ 

In  tlie  4ih  place  I  muft  now  take  the  liberty,  in  fideli- 
ty  to  the  truft  committed  to  me,  to  be  a  little  more  parti- 
cular  in  the  application  of  this  fubject,  and  to  enquire, 
whether  miniflers  are  not,  in  a  good  meafure,  chargeable 
with  the  low  ftate  to  which  religion  is  at  prefent  reduced. 
May  I  not  fay  without  offence,  that  an  eminent,  holy,  di- 
ligent, and  fuccefsful  gofpel  miniftry  was  once  the  glory 
and  blefiing  of  this  part  of  the  united  kingdom  !  But  how 
a  Matt.  V.  16. 
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are  we  fince  fallen  aflecp !  "  How  is  the  gold  become 
**  dim !  How  is  the  moll  fine  gold  changed !  That  there 
18  a  diflerence  is  plain ;  and  that  this  diiFerence  does  not 
lie  in  inferior  abilities  or  a  lefs  proportion  of  learning,  is 
equally  certain.  I  am  fenfible,  that  this  is  a  part  of  my 
fubjeft  which  would  require  to  be  touched  with  a  very 
tender  and  delicate  hand,  and  that,  perhaps,  I  run  as  great 
a  hazard  to  inflame  and  exafi^rate  the  fore,  as  to  bring 
any  effeftual  cure.  This  is,  indeed,  itfelf,  one  (Irong 
fymptom  of  our  difeafe,  that  we  cannot  endure  plain  deal- 
ing ;  and  there  is  not  a  finglc  circumftance,  in  which  there 
is  a  greater  difference  between  this  and  the  preceding  age* 
What  in  former  times  would  have  been  reckoned  (to  fpeafc 
in  their  language)  no  more  than  plainnefs  and  minifterial 
freedom,  would  now  be  called  the  moft  flanderous  invcc- 
tive  and  unpardonable  abufe.  Inflead,  therefore,  of  taking 
upon  me  to  fay  who  are  chiefly  to  be  blamed  as  the  crimi- 
nal  caufes  of  it,  I  fliall  only  affirm  and  lament  the  me^ 
lanclioly  effcft,  that  we  have  in  many  places  of  this  church 
a  defpifed,  forfaken,  ufelefs  miniftry  ;  that  many  of  the 
people  have  gone  from  mountain  to  mountain,  and  for- 
gotten their  relling  place,  while  a  ftill  greater  number  is 
fall  afleep  in  ignorance,  fccurity,  and  floth.  Where  is 
that  union,  that  mutual  ellcem  and  afleftion,  which  once 
fubfided  between  minillers  and  their  people.  It  muft  be 
acknowledged,  that  their  influence  and  authority  is  now 
in  a  great  meafure  lo(],  and  therefore  I  may  fafely  con- 
clude that  iheir  ufefulnefs  is  gone.  That  the  fault  is  all 
on  one  fide,  is  neither  a  modeft  nor  a  probable  fuppofition. 
Should  we  throw  the  blame  off  ourfelves,  what  a  terrible 
load  muft  we  thereby  lay  upon  others  ?  we  muft  fuppofe 
and  fay,  that  under  a  blamenefs  miniftry,  under  the  beft 
and  pureft  of  inftru6lion,  one  part  of  the  nation  is  funk  in 
brutality  and  floth,  and  the  other  rent  in  pieces  by  divifi- 
on,  and  religion  loft  in  the  fury  of  contending  parties. 

We  may  fay  fo,  my  brethren,  and  fome  do  fay  what 
amounts  to  the  fame  thing,  but  it  is  not  credible,  I  do 
therefore,  in  the  moft  earneft  manner  befeech  every  minif- 
ler  in  this  audience,  ferioufly  to  think,  how  far  he  hath 
given  juft  caufe  to  his  people  to  defpife  his  perfon,  or  de- 
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hH  his  itiininfations.  Let  us  not  To  infift  n]p6h  the  igno« 
ranee,  prejudices,  and  weaknefs  of  the  giddy  multitude,  as 
if  a  failure  on  out  part  was  impoffible.  We  may  be  fome- 
times  blamed  in  the  wrong  place;  but  we  have,  perhaps^ 
w  much  refpeCl  in  general,  as  we  really  defcrve.  Do  not 
think  itisfufficient  that  yOU  are  free  from  grofs  crimes,  fuch 
sn  blafphemy,  riot,  and  unclean  luft.  BlefTed  be  God^ 
nothing  of  this  kind  would  yet  be  fuffcr^d  among  us  with- 
out ccnfure:  But  there  are  many  other  things^  which, 
either  feparately  or  together,  render  a  minifter  juftly  con- 
temptible, on  which  no  law^  either  civil  or  ecclefiaftic  catl 
lay  hold;  If  orte  fet  apart  td  the  fervice  of  Chrift  in  the 
g^pel,  mahifeftly  fhows  his  duty  to  be  a  burden,  and  does 
iiomore  work  than  is  barely  fufficient  to  fcreen  him  from 
cenfure ;  if  he  reckons  it  a  piece  of  improvement  how  fel- 
tlom  or  how  Ihort  he  can  preach,  and  makes  his  boafl  how 
Diany  dmtflions  he  has  brought  a  patient  and  an  injured 
people  to  endure  without  complaint ;  while  at  the  fame 
timej  he  cannot  fpeak  with  temper  of  thofe  who  are  wil- 
ling to  do  more  thanhirtifelf;  however  impoffible  it  may 
be  to  afcertain  his  faults  by  a  libel^  he  juftly  merits  thel 
deteftation  of  every  faithful  minifter,  and  every  real 
tairiftiart. 

The  things  here  in  view^  tlibUgh  ttiey  arfc  eaCIy  feen, 
lEire  difficult  to  defcribe ;  and,  therefore,  1  fhall  not  attempt 
to  be  more  particular.  But  I  caitnot  forbear  warning  you 
tigainft,  and  pointing  out  the  evil  6f  two  pieces  of  diflio- 
hefty,  which  may  poffibly  be  found  united  to  gravity  arid 
decency  in  other  refpefts.  One  of  them  is  common  in 
Our  neighbor  kingdom,  and  may  poffibly  have  taken  place 
among  us,  though  I  cannot  affirm  \U  The  other,  I  am 
certain,  hath  many  times  taken  place  in  the  church  of 
Scotland.  The  firft  is  a  minifter's  fubfcribiiig  articles  of  ' 
doflrine,  which  he  does  not  believe.  This  is  fo  dirc£t 
a- violation  of  flncerity,  that  it  is  aftonifhing  to  think,  how 
men  can  fet  their  minds  at  eafe  in  the  profpcft,  or  keep 
them  in  peace  after  the  deliberate  commiffion  of  it*  The 
Very  cxcufes  and  evafions,  that  are  offered  in  defence  of  it, 
are  a  difgrace  to  reafon  as  well  as  a  fcandal  to  religion* 
What  fuccefs  can  be  expefted  from  that  mkn's  miniftry, 
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ivho  begins  it  with  an  a£l  offuch  complicated  guilt.  H(»f 
can  he  take  upon  him  to  reprove  others  for  fin,  or  to  train 
them  up  in  virtue  and  true  goodnefs,  while  himfelf  is 
chargeable  with  dire£t,  premeditated,  and  perpetual  per- 
jury. I  know  nothing  fo  nearly  refembling  it,  as  thofe 
c^es  in  trade,  in  which  men  make  fiedfe  entries,  and  at 
once  fcreen  and  aggravate  their  fraud,  by  fwearing,  or 
caufing  others  to  fwear  contrary  to  truth.  This  is  juftly 
reputed  fcandalous  even  in  the  world,  and  yet  I  know  no 
circumftance  in  which  they  differ,  that  does  not  tend  to 
Ihow  it  to  be  lefs  criminal  than  the  other.  We  are  not 
yet  fo  much  hardened  in  this  (in  as  many  in  our  neighbor 
church,  for  I  have  never  found  any  among  us  fo  bold  as  to 
profefs  and  defend  it.  But,  if  no  fuch  thing  is  at  all  admit- 
ted among  us.  Why  is  there  fo  heavy  a  fufpicion  of  it?^ 
Why  do  fo  many  complain,  that  the  great  and  operative 
do£lrines  of  the  gofpel  are  withdrawn,  and  an  unfubftan- 
tial  theory  of  virtue  fubftituted  in  their  place  ?  Or  why 
are  not  fuch  complaints  put  to  filence,  fmce  it  may  be  lb 
eafily  done  ?  Appearances  are  certainly  fuch  as  will  war- 
rant nie  in  mentioning  it  upon  this  occafion  :  and  I  have 
J)articularly  chofen  to  introduce  it  upon  this  fubje£t,  that 
I  may  attack  it  not  as  an  error,  but  as  a  fraud  ;  not  as  a* 
midake  in  judgment,  but  an  inflance  of  grofs  difhonefty 
and  infincerity  of  heart.  Suppofing,  therefore,  that  there 
may  poffibly  be  truth  in  the  charge  againft  fome  of  us,  I 
muft  beg  every  minifler,  but  efpecially  thofe  young  per. 
fons  who  iiave  an  eye  to  that  facred  office  to  remember, 
that  God  will  not  be  mocked,  though  the  world  may  be 
deceived.  In  his  fight,  no  gravity  of  deportment,  no 
pretence  to  freedom  of  enquiry^  a  thing  excellent  it  itfelf, 
no  regular  exercife  of,  the  right  of  private  judgment,  will 
warrant  or  excufe  fuch  a  lie  for  gain^  as  folemnly  to  fub- 
fcribe  what  they  do  not  I^Heve* 

The  other  particular  I  propofcd  to  mention  is  the  fo- 
lemn  attellation  of  men's  charadlers,  not  only  in  general, 
but  for  particular  qualities,  without  any  fatisfying  know- 
ledge whether  the  thing  affirmed  is  true  or  falfe.  This 
hath  been  often  done  in  the  church  of  Scotland,  not  ,by 
particular  perfons,  with  whom  we  might  renounce  relati- 
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on,  but  by  confent  rf  many,  gravely  and  deliberately  in 
conftituted  courts.  Can  we  avoid  making  the  following 
obvious  but  melancholy  refleftion.  How  great  is  the 
blindnefs  of  men  to  thofe  fins  which  are  introduced  by 
degrees  and  countenanced  by  prevailing  fafhion  ?  Should 
we  be  told  by  an  hiftorian  of  credit,  that,  in  one  of  tho 
dark  and  corrupt  ages  of  popery,  it  was  common  for  a  bo* 
dy  of  minifters,  when  defired,  to  give  a  figned  attefta-* 
tion  to  particular  perfons,  that  they  were  (Irid:  obferver$ 
of  the  fabbath,  and  worlhipped  God  regularly  in  their  fami- 
lies,  while  the  perfons  attefting  knew  nothing  of  the  mat- 
ter, and,  in  fad«  with  regard  to  fome  of  them,  it  was  ab« 
fohitely  fidfe — ^Would  there  be  a  diffenting  voice  in  affir- 
ming, that  fuch  men  mud  have  been  loft  to  all  fenfe  of  in- 
fegrity,  and  utterly  unworthy  of  regard  ?  What  ihall  w^ 
fity,  if  the  fame  thing  is  done  among  us  every  day,  and  de- 
fended by  no  better  argument  than  the  judgment  of  chariv 
t|r,  which  believeth  all  things  ?  Charity  teaches  us  to  be« 
lievenoill  of  another  without  fetisfying  evidence,  and  for- 
bids us  to  fpread  it,  although  it  be  true,  without  apparent 
neceffity.  But  will  charity  either  juftify  or  ei^cufe  us,  in 
folemnly  affirming  a  pofitivc  fa£^,  the  exiftence  of  whick 
is  uncertain  in  itfelf,  and  to  us  unknown.  I  do  not  take 
upon  me  to  fay  that  all  are  bad  men  who  are  guilty,  by 
a£t  or  confent,  of  this  pra£tice,  becaufe  I  do  not  know  hovi 
hx  the  plea  of  ignorance  or  miftake  my  go ;  but  this  may 
be  fafely  iaid  that  they  do  in  a  public  capacity,  what,  if 
they  were  tp  do  in  a  private  capacity  between  man  am) 
inan,  would  render  them  contemptible,  or  infamous,  or 
both. 

Thefe  two  particulars  have  often  brought  reproach  up- 
on the  church  of  Scotland,  to  which  it  is  very  difficult  to 
make  a  proper  reply.  Would  to  God  the  occafion  giveii 
for  it  were  wholly  taken  away-  In  the  mean  time,  every 
one  who  has  a  juft  regard  to  die  glory  of  God,  or  the  fuc- 
cefsof  his  own  work,  will  endeavour  to  maintain  fuch  ai| 
uniformity  of  charafler,  as  will  bear  that  examination,  to 
which  it  ought  in  jufiice,  and  muft  of  nece^t^  be  expQf 
fel, 
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In  the  lad  place,  I  muR  beg  leave  to  fpeak  a  few  wordf 
to  the  people  in  general,  on  the  fubjed  pf  this  difcourfe. 
You  may  learn,  my  brethren,  from  the  preceding  dif- 
courfe, by  what  rule  you  ought  to  judge,  in  all  religious 
controverfies,  where  a  determination  is  neceflary.  Try  all 
principles  by  their  effefts,  and  every  perfon's  pretences 
by  his  conduct.  Examime,  as  far  as  you  have  .pro[xr 
evidence,  who  have  real  and  vital  religion  moll  at  heart, 
and  what  means  do  efieftually  promote  it.  Believe  no^ 
pvery  profeflion,  but  fee  which  is  mpft  confiftent  in  all  its 
parts.  Have  patience,  in  difHcult  cafes,  till  the  tree  have 
time  to  bring  its  fruits  to  maturity.  Time  will  often 
write  a  clear  and  legible  chara£ter,  on  what  )vas  very  dark 
and  dubious  at  firft. 

It  is  probable  fome  will  be  ready  to  fay,  there  is  iiq 
fmall  doubtfulnefs  in  this  rule  itfelf.  There  may  be  fpun^ 
good  men  of  many  different  parties,  how  then  {hall  we 
judge  between  them  ?  I  anfwer,  wherever  there  is.true 
Teligion,  thefe  perfons  are  to  be  confidered  as  th^;iji:n»nts 
pf  God,  and  his  grace  in  them  is  to  be  -confeiFed  without 
reludtance,  and  adored  with  thankfulnefs.  There  will, 
neverthelefs,  be  flill  fufficient  means  to  diftinguifli  be- 
tween  one  profeflion  and  another,  which  hath  the  greateft 
influence  in  making  men  truly  good.  There  may  be,  here 
and  there,  a  good  man  under  very  great  difadvantages- 
This  may  fcrve  to  keep  us  from  a  bigotted  narrownefs  of 
mind,  and  uncharitable  condemnation  of  others.  But  it 
M  ill  never  occafion,  in  any  prudent  perfon,  a  departure 
from  thefe  principles,  and  that  difpenfation  of  ordinances, 
which  he  fees  to  be  beft  for  building  him  up  in  holincfs 
and  comfort,  through  faith  unto  falvation.  The  truth  is, 
one  great  defign  pf  this  difcourfe  vvas  to  teach  men  to  dif» 
tinguifli  between  the  upright  and  the  worthlefs  of  all  fefls. 
Turn  your  zeal  from. parties  to  perfons.  Do  not  reproach 
or  oppofe  men  merely  becaufe  they  are  of  this  or  the  other 
perfuafion.  But  wherever  there  is  a  wicked  or  a  worklr 
ly  man  in  the  office  of  a  minifler,  avoid  the  wolf  in  fl^eep's 
clothing  for  your  own  fake,  and,  if  poffible,  drag  oflF  his 
difguife,  that  others  may  not  be  his  prey.  What  doth  it 
fignify  what  party  a  man  is  of,  if  the  foundations  are  de- 
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firoyed,  and  truth  and  holinefs,  thefe  infeparable  companu 
ons,  are  trampled  under  foot  ?  When  (hall  the  time 
-come,  when  the  fincere  lovers  of  Chrift,  of  every  denomina- 
tion, (hall  join  together  in  oppofition  to  his  open  enemies 
and  treacherous  friends  ?  There  is  a  wonderful,  though 
^  natural  union,  among  all  worldly  men,  againft  the  fpi- 
rit  and  power  of  true  religion  wherever  it  appears,  I  am 
forry  to  add,  that  this  is  one  of  the  inftances  in  which  the 
children  of  this  world  are  wifer  in  their  generation  than  the 
^children  of  light.  Many  will  not  meet  together  on  earth 
for  the  worfhip  of  God,  who  ihall  have  but  one  temple  at 
laft,  where  all  from  the  eaft  and  from  the  weft,  from  the 
north  and  from  the  fouth,  ihall  meet,  and  join  in  their  Cre- 
ator's and  Redeemer's  praife.  The  terms  of  admiffion  in- 
to, and  of  exdufion  from  this  happy  dwelling,  are  recor- 
ded in  the  following  remarkable  terms,  with  which  I  flball 
conclude  this  difcourfe,  as  indeed  they  are  the  fum  of  all 
that  has  been  faid  in  it,  ^^  And  there  ihall  in  no  wife  enter 
5*  into  It  any  thing  that  defileth,  neither  whatfoever  work- 
^  eth  abomination,  or  maketh  a  lie,  but  they  which  are 
f*  written  in  the  Lamb's  book  of  life."a 
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The  Chauge  of  Sedition  and  Faction  againft  good  Mus 
efpecially  faithful  Ministers,  confidered  and  accounied 
for. 


SERMON  39. 


Preached,  in  the  Abbey  Church  of  Paifley,  on  Thorfcli^, 
September  7th,  1758,  at  the  Ordination  of  Mr.  Aechi* 
BALD  Davidson,  as  one  of  the  Minifters  of  that  Church* 
'  To  which  is  fubjoined,  the  charge  to  the  Minifter,  and 
the  Exhortation  to  the  People.  Publifhed  at  the  defire  of 
thofe  who  heard  it. 


ACTS  xviL  6.  laft  claufe* 

These  that  have  turned  the  world  upside  down  are  come  hithet 

also* 

My  Brethren, 

XOU  have  had^  of  late,  frequent  opportunities  of 
hearing  difcourfes  on  the  nninifterial  charadter  and 
Thefe  fubjefts,  indeed,  have,  on  occafions  of  this 
and  a  fimilar  nature,  been  fo  often  and  fo  well  handled^ 
that  it  is  hard  to  fay  any  thing  on  them,  which  ihall  not 
be  either  bare  repetition,  or  an  alteration  very  much  for 
the  worfe.  I  have  therefore  made  choice  at  this  time  of 
a  fubjefl  fomewhat  different,  but  the  ufefulnefs  of  which^ 
both  to  minifters  and  people  may  be  eafily  difcemed. 

A  great  part  of  the  facred  volume  confifts  of  hiftory^ 
AfKl,  as  the  knowledge  of  paft  events,  and  the  hiftory  of 
mankind  in  general^  is  an  improving  fiudy ;  fo  there  is 
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no  objed  of  fludy  more  pleafant  or  more  profitable,  than 
that  cxterrfive  view  of  the  great  plan  of  Providence  whicit 
is  esthibilcd  to  ui  in  the  word  of  G6i.  There  we  have, 
accefs  to  obferve  the  power,  the  wifdom,  and  the  gface  of 
the  various  revelations  of  the  divine  will,  given  in  fuc^ 
ceflive  ages,  their  correfpondence  one  to  another,  and  bow 
well  each  is  fuited  to  the  feafon,  and  other  circUmftances 
of  its  difcovery.  Above  all,  it  is  ufeful  and  delightful  to 
obferve,  the  pcrfeft  union  and  harmony  of  the  whole,  and 
the  feveral  ftriking-  and  diftinguilhing  chara£lers  that  are 
to  be  found  on  all  the  works  of  the  one,  eternal  and  un- 
changeable God. 

This  uniformity  is  in  nothing  more  remarkable,  thari 
in  the  fufl&rings  of  good  men,  and  their  caufes.  Tru^ 
religion  being  the  fame  in  fubftance  in  every  age,  wc  may 
expeft  to  find  a  very  flrong  likenefs  in  all  the  real  ler- 
varits  of  God,  however  diflant  the  periods  in  which  they 
make  their  appearance.  A  conformity  of  Hate  alfo  may 
be  expected,  as  well  as  a  fimilarity  of  charaClen  They 
have  the  fame  end  in  view,  they  tread  in  the  fame  patb^ 
and  therefore  mull  meet  with  refiftance  from  the  fame 
enemies.  There  was  from  the  beginning,  and  there  will 
be  to  the  end  of  the  world,  a  flrife  and  conflifl  between 
the  righteous  and  the  wicked,  between  "  the  feed  of  the 
**  woman,  and  the  feed  of  the  ferpent."  And,  in  parti- 
cular, it  is  natural  to  fuppofe,  that  llander  and  calumny 
will  be  always  one  of  the  weapons  ufed  by  the  enemies  of 
the  truth.  We  have  no  reafon  then  to  be  furprifeB,  that 
everv  good  man  fhould  have  occafion  to  fay  with  the  Pfalm^ 
jft  David,  and  with  a  greater  than  he,  the  Son  of  Davidj 
"  They  laid  to  my  charge  things  that  I  knew  not." 

This  was  the  cafe  with  the  apoflle  Paul  and  his  com- 
panion, in  the  paffage  of  hiftory  of' which  my  text  is  a  part. 
But  the  nature  of  the  accufation  here  brought  againfl  them 
feems  to  be  fingular,  and  to  merit  particular  attention^ 
They  were  the  fervants  and  the  miniflers  of  the  Prince 
of  peace.  Their  office  was  to  preach  and  publifli  the  gof- 
pel  of  jxiace.  Their  doftrine  was  full  of  meeknefs  and 
love-  They  difcovered  the  love  of  God  to  men  ;  and, 
alter  the  example  of  their  mailer,  they  charged  men  10 
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Idve  one  another.  They  were  mean  ift  their  outwarc^ 
lippeararice,  and  neither  pofiefTed,  nor  daimed  any  earth- 
ly dominion.  In  one  word,  they  had  nothing  about  theni 
that  one  would  tliink  could  give  jealoufy  to  the  civil  pow- 
er, that  could  feem  formidable  or  dangerous  to  srny  cha- 
Tk&tr  or  cfafs  of  mert.  Yet  here  they  are  chafged  as  fedi- 
trous,  as  didufbers  to  the  public  peace,  as  enemies  to  the 
government.  **Thefe  that  have  turned  the  world  upfide 
**  down  are  come  hither  alfo.— ^Thefe  all  rfo  contrary  to  the 
•*  decrees  of  Cafefar,  faying.  That  there  is  another  king; 
•*  one  Jefus."  What  fort  of  an  accufatioh  is  this?  not 
only  falfe  but  improbable.  Does  not  the  afch-enemy,  the 
accufer  of  the  brethren,  feem  to  have  failed  in  his  ufual 
ikill  ?  Is  there  tht  leaft  pfofpeft  of  fucccfs  in  fd  groundlcftrf 
a  charge  ?        , 

But  what  fliall  \ve  fay,  i^,  opdri  an  accurate  examina- 
tion It  be  found,  that  .the  fame  charge  hath  been  brought 
tigainft  the  fervants  of  God  in  every  age  ?  That  none  hath 
been  advanced  with  greater  boldnefs',  and  none  with 
greater  fuccefs  ?  Nay,  perhap^,  that  it  is  the  fingle  (land- 
ing charge,  from  which  their  enemies  have  never  departed 
Ance  the  beginning  of  the  World,  aind  ^hifch,  of  all  others, 
hath  been  mod  readily  and  rtioft  univerfally  believed.  In 
6thef  inftahces,  the  reproaches  thfoWn  opbn  the  children 
6f  Ood  have  been  oppofite,*  and  mutually  deftruftive  of 
^ach  other.  Chrifl  himfelf,  when  his  2eal  in  his  Father's 
bufinefs  made  him  forget  to  eat  bYead,  was  faid  to  be  befide 
himfelf;  and  mad;  At  other  times  he  Was  called  a  cun« 
ning  deceiver  and  matter  of  the  curious  arts;  But  in  thisr, 
his  enemies,  and  thofe  of  his  people,  have  nevef  varied; 
And  their  fuccefs  has  been  equal  to  their  malice.  They 
crucified  him  as  an  eitemy  to  CjcTar,  with  the  title  6f  ufur- 
pation  written  over  him ;  and  they  have  Compelled  all  hid 
difciplesaftir  him,  to  bear  his  cfofs,  and  to  groan  under 
the  weight  of  the  famfe  unjuft  and  ilanderous  charge. 

There  are  few  fubjefts  more  worthy  of  the  ferious  at- 
tention of  thde  who  firmly  believe  the  word  of  Ood.  None 
*^hich  will  afford  greater  occafion  to  adore  the  myfterious 
depth  of  divine  Providence,  or  furnifii  more  in(lru£tive 
leiTons  to  fuch  as  defire  to  hold  on  with  ileadinefs  in  tht 
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paths  of  tfue  religion.  Above  all,  this^  rtibje£l  may  be 
ufeful  to  tntnifters-  of  rhe  gofpel.  '  It  will  contribute  to  af> 
certain  the  character  which  they  ought  to  bear ;  to  dired 
tbem  in  their  duty ;  to  prepare  them  for,  and  fortify  them 
againft  the  trials  which  it  i&  impoflSblethey  can  avoid. 

In  difcourfing  further  upon  this  fubjedt  it  is  propoled, 
through  the  afCfiance  of  divine  grace^ 

I.  By  a  ftiort  hiftorical  dedu£lion,  chieSy  from  the  lioly 
Scriptures*  to  (hew,  That  the  charafter  of  (cditious«  trou- 
blefome,  and  diforderly,  hath  been  conllantly  given  by 
wicked  men  to  the  fervants  of  God. 

IL  To  enquire,  and  endeavor  to  point  our,  what  it  is 
in  true  religion  that  gives  occafion  to  this  charge,  and 
makes  the  world  prone  to  believe  it. 

In  the  lafl  place.  To  make  fom«  praftical  improvement 
of  what  may  be  faid. 

I  return  to  the  firfl  of  thefe,  viz. 

I.  By  a  (hort  hiftorical  dedu6\ion,  to  (hew,  That  the 
charafter  of  feditious,  troublefome,  and  diforderly,  hath 
been  conftantly  given  by  wicked  men  to  the  fervants  of 
God. — It  would  not  be  difficult  to  point  out  fomething  of 
this  fpirit  prevailing  in  the  world,  from  the  life  of  almoft 
every  good  man,  whofe  name  Hands  upon  record,  how- 
ever  fhort  and  general  the  account  be,  that  is  given  of 
many  of  them  in  Scripture.  But,  as  much  of  what  might 
properly  enough  fall  under  this  head,  will  be  neccffary  in 
the  illuftration  of  the  fecond ;  to  prevent  confufion  and 
repetition,  I  fliall  content  myfelf  with  fome  leading  in- 
fiances,  in  very  diflerent  ages,  from  die  earlieft  to  the 
lateft  times. 

The  firll  I  (hall  mention  is,  a  paflage  as  extraordinary 
in  its  nature,  and  as  fingular  in  its  circun^flances,  as  any 
that  hillory  aflbrds.  It  is  the  meeting  of  Ahab  and  Elijah, 
in  the  time  ofa  great  famine  in  the  land  of  Ifrael.  Ahab, 
that  profane  prince,  had  by  his  apollacy  and  idolatr}', 
brought  down  the  judgment  of  a  righteous  God,  both  en 
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igdom  and  on  his  houfe.  We  are  toW,  "  That  he 
more  to  provoke  the  Lord  God  of  Ifrael  to  anger, 
.  all  the  kings  of  Ifrael  that  were  before  hiin."^  He 
rfecuted  the  worfhippers  of  the  true  God  with  un- 
;ng  violence ;  and,  as  it  was  natural  to  expe^,  h^ 
with  uncommon  rancor,  and  diftinguiihed  by  un- 
on  feverity,  all  the  prophets  who  continued  fted- 
the  caufe  of  truth.  As  many  of  them  as  he  could 
Id  of,  he  had  put  to  death.  He  had  hunted  for 
,  not  only  through  all  the  kingdom  of  Ifrael,  bat 
h  the  neighboring  nations,  as  we  find  related  by 
»h  his  principal  fervant,  *^  As  the  Lord  thy  God 
:h,  there  is  no  nation  or  kingdom  whither  my  lord 
not  fent  to  feek  thee  e  and  when  they  faid,  He 
ot  there  \  he  took  an  oath  of  the  kingdom  and  na^ 
that  they  found  thee  not,"3  After  all  this  fcve- 
n  his  part,  when  Elijah,  by  the  command  of  God 
}utto  meet  him,  feetheform  of  his  falutation;  ^Adc) 
ame  to  pafs,  when  Ahab  faw  Elijah,  that  Abab  faid 
)  him.  Art  thou  he  that  troubleth  Ifrael  ?'V  To 
e  propliet  makes  the  following  flrong  and  juft  reply, 
ave  not  troubled  Ifrael  \  but  thou  and  thy  fattyr's 
fc,  have  troubled  Ifrael,  in  that  thou  haft  forfaken  the 
imandments  of  the  Lord;  and  thou  haft  followed 
Jim." 

other  inftance  fimilar  to  die  former  may  he  found  iri 
laphat  and  Ahab's  confultation  before  going  out  tp 
"  And  Jehoftiaphat  faid.  Is  there  not  here  a  prp- 
t  of  the  Lord  befides,  that  we  may  enquire  of  him  ? 
1  the  king  of  Ifrael  faid  unto  Jehoftiaphat,  There  is 
one  man  (Micaiah  the  fon  of  Imlah)  by  whom  we 
f  enquire  of  the  Lord  ;  but  I  hate  him,  for  he  doth 
prophefy  good  concerning  me,  but  eviK'*rf  Here, 
:e,  Micaiah  was  the  objcft  pf  hatred  and  averfion, 
fe  he  denounced  the  judgment  of  God  againft  the 
wickednefs.  That  vengeance  which  he  himfelf 
ily  merited,  but  folioited  by  his  crimes,  was  attribi^- 
malice  in  the  .prophet, 

ngs  xvi.  ZZ.        b  1  Kings  xviii.  10.        e  Ibid.  yer.  17# 
^  1  Kings  xiii*  T,  %• 


42p  ?^  Charge  of  Sedition  and  Faction 

See  an  inftance  of  a  general  accufation  of  this  kind 
againft  all  the  worihippers  of  the  true  God,  by  Haman  in 
^he  book  of  ERher.  ^'  And  Haman  faid  unto  king  Aha- 
y  fuerus,  There  is  a  certain  people  fcattered  abroad,  and 
i^  difperfed  among  the  people  in  all  the  provinces  of  thy 
^^  kingdom,  and  their  laws  are  diverfe  from  all  people,  nei- 
**  ther  keep  they  the  king's  laws ;  therefore  it  Is  not  for 
**  the  king's  profit  to  fuffer  them.^a 

The  prophet  Jeremiah  met  with  the  fame  treatment  at 
{different  times.  Neither  prince,  nor  prieils,  nor  prophets, 
3were  able  to  bear  without  refentment,  the  threatenings 
^hich  he  denounced  in  the  name  of  God.  ^*  Now  it  came 
^^  to  pafs,  when  Jeremiah  had  made  an  end  of  fpeaking 

V  all  that  the  Lord  had  commanded  him  to  fpeak  unto  alt 

V  the  people,  that  the  priefts  and  the  prophets,  and  all  the 
4**  people  took  him,  faying.  Thou  fhalt  furely  die.  Why 
**  haft  thou  prbphefied  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  faving, 
**  This  hpufe  ftiall  .be  like  Shiloh,  and  this  city  fliall  he  dc- 
^^  folate  without  an  inhabitant,  and  all  the  people  were 
,**  gathered  againft  Jeremiah  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord.^ — 
*'  Then  fpake  the  priefts  and  the  prophet3  unto  the  prin- 
"  ces  and  to  all  the  people,  faying,  This  man  is  worthy  to 

V  die,  for  he  hath  prophefied  againft  this  city,  as  you  have 
*'  heard  with  your  ears.'V  We  find  him  afterwards  ex- 
prefsly  accufed  of  treachery  on  the  fame  account.  **  And 
f*  when  he  was  in  the  gate  of  Benjamin,  a  captain  of  the 
*'  ward  was  there,  whofe  name  was  Irijah,  the  fon  of  She. 
*'  lemiah,  the  fon  of  Hananiah,  and  he  took  Jeremiah  the 
**  prophet,  faying.  Thou  falleft  away  to  the  Chaldeans.'V 

The  prophet  Amos  is  another  inftance,-precifely  paral- 
lel to  the  iaft.  Becaufe  of  his  fidelity  to  God,  he  was  in- 
vidiouOy  reprefented  as  an  enemy  to  the  king.  '*  Then 
**  Amaziah  the  prieft  of  Beth-el  fent  to  Jeroboam  king  of 
"  Ifrael,  faying,  Amos  hath  confpired  againft  thee  in  the 
f'  midft  of  the  houfe  of  Ifrael :  the  land  is  not  able  to  bear 
f'  all  his  words.'V 

Our  blcffed  Lord  and  Saviour  fell  under  the  fame  accu- 
fation.    However  plain  and  artlefs  his  carriage,  he  is  cali- 

a  Efther  iii.  8.     b  Jer.  xxvi.  8,  9.     c  Ibid.  ver.  11. 
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led  a  deceiver  of  the  people^  ^^  There  was  much  murmdr* 
^^  ing  among  the  people  concerning  him^  for  fome  faid, 
*^  he  is  a  good  man  :  others  faid,  Nay,  but  he  deceiveth 
>*  the  people.*'^  His  enemies  endeavored  to  embroil  him 
with  the  civil  government  by  this  infidious  queilion,  ^^  Is 
"  it  lawful  to  give  tribute  to  Caefar,  or  not  ?"  And  that 
which  brought  him  at  lail  to  the  crofs  Was  the  fame  pre* 
tended  crime.  ^'  And  from  thenceforth  Pilate  fought  to 
**  releafe  him :  but  the  Jews  cried  out,  faying,  If  thou  Jet 
•*  this  mian  go,  thou  art  not  Caefar's  friend :  whofoever 
^*  maketh  himfelf  a  king,  fpeaketh  againfl  Caefar."^ 

I  (hall  clofe  this  view  of  the  Scripture  hiftory,  with  the 
paflage  of  which  my  text  is  a  part.  The  whole  crime  of 
the  apoftle  Paul,  and  his  companion,  was  ;  reaching  tho 
,do£trine  of  the  crofs  of  Chrifl,  his  great  and  darling  theme. 
We  are  told,  he  "  opened''  and  *'  alledged,  that  Chrift  mud 
•*  needs  have  fuffered,  and  rifcn  again  from  the  dead.'* 
Then  the  Jews,  to  whom  this  do£trine  always  was  a  ilum« 
bling-block,  were  *'  moved  with  envy,"  and  endeavored  to 
inflame  the  refentment  of  the  idolatrous  multitude :  they 
took  for  their  aflbciates  the  moil  wicked  and  profligate, 
**  Certain  lewd  fellows  of  the  bafer  fort :"  They  ''  fet  all 
.**  the  city  in  an  uproar :"  And  as,  no  doubt,  the  friend^ 
of  Paul  and  Silas  would  endeavor  to  prote^  them  from 
jlie  injurious  affault,  their  enemies  very  gravely,  charge 
them  as  the  authors  of  the  confufion,  both  there  and  elfe* 
where.  **  l^hey  that  have  turned  the  world  upfide  down, 
.**  are  come  hither  alfo.*' 

Having  produced  tliefe  inftances  from  the  holy  Scrips 
tures,  which  are  liable  to  no  exception,  I  (hall  fay  but 
little  on  the  fubfequent  periods  of  the  church.  Only  in 
general,  the  fame  fpirit  will  be  found  to  have  prevailed  in 
evfcry  age.  Whoever  will  take  the  pains  to  look  into  the 
hiilory  of  the  church  before  tlie  reformation,  cannot  fail 
to  obferve,  that  when  any  one,  either  among  the  clergy 
or  laity,  was  bold  enough  to  reprove  the  errors  in  doftrine, 
or  the  ambition,  luxury,  and  worldly  lives  of  his  cotem- 
porarics,  he  was  immediately  branded  as  a  faClious  and 
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diiorderly  perfon,  and  often  fcvcrely  puni&ed  as  an  ene« 
my  to  the  peace  of  the  church. 

That  this  was  the  cafe  with  the  firft  reformers,  both  at 
liMfie  and  abroad,  is  too  well  known  to  need  any  proof. 
And  we  have  had  ftill  more  recent  examples  of  it  in  both 
parts  of  the  united  kingdom.  The  noble  druggie  which 
many  in  England  made,  about  an  hundred  years  ago,  for 
their  liberties  facred  and  civil,  ilill  bears  the  name  of  the 
grand  rebellion.  And  it  is  remarkable,  that,  how*ever 
jud  a  title  thqr  had  to  ftanJ  up  for  their  rights  as  men  and 
Chriflians,  yet  their  doing  fo  at  that  time,  was  in  a  great 
meafure  owing  to  the  fury  and  violence  of  their  en'emies, 
who  were,  in  every  refpeft,  the  aggreffors.  A  very  judir 
cious  hiftorian  (ays  on  this  fubjeA,  ^  That  which,  upon 
^^  the  whole,  was  the  great  caufe  of  the  parliament's 
*^  drength  and  the  king's,  ruin,  was,  that  the  debauched 
*^  rabble  through  the  land,  took  all  that  were  called  Puii- 
**  tans  for  their  enemies ;  fo  tliat  if  a  man  did  but  pray  in 
*^  his  family,  or  were  but  heard  repeat  a  fermon,  or  ling  a 
^^  pfalm,  they  prefently  cried  out,  Rebels,  roundheads,  and 
**  all  their  money  and  goods  that  were  portable,  proved 
*'  guilty,  how  innocent  foever  they  were  themfelves.  This 
"  it  was  that  filled  the  armies  and  garrifons  of  the  parlia- 
**  ment  with  fober  pious  men.  Thoufands  had  no  mind 
*'  to  meddle  with  the  wars,  but  greatly  defined  to  live  peace- 
^^  ably  at  home,  when  the  rage  of  foldiers  and  drunkards 
"  would  not  fuffer  them.*'^ 

And  in  Scotland,  after  the  reftoration,  though  there  was 
no  druggie  for  civil  liberty,  all  who  chofe  lo  obey  God 
rather  than  man,  either  in  the  fubdance  or  circum dances, 
of  religious  duties,  were  charged  with  treafon,  and  fufFered 
as  rebels.  They  were  expelled  from  the  ch\>rch  ;  yet 
cenfured  as  fchifmatics.  They  were  harrafled,  fined  and 
imprifoned,  when  living  in  peace,  without  any  fault  but 
«*  concerning  the  law  of  their  God ;"  and  yet  complained 
of  as  troublefome-  They  were  banidied,  excommunica- 
ted, and  denied  the  common  benefits  of  life ;  and  yet, 
when  the  extreme  rigor  of  their  opprelTors  compelle<l 
them  to  take  up  arms  in  fclf-defence,  they  were  condemu- 
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ed  in  form  of  law  for  refifttng  that  government  which  had 
denied  them  its  proteAion. 

I  forbear  to  add  any  moiie  particular  examines ;  but 
from  the  dedu£tion  above  given,  it  will  plainly  appear, 
that  worldly  men  have  been  always  difpofed,  firft  to  op- 
prefs  the  children  of  God,  and  then  to  complain  of  injufj 
from  them,  that  by  flander  they  might  vindicate  their  dp- 
preffion.  Their  ilander  too,  hath  flill  run  in  the  fame 
llrain ;  troublers  of  Ifrael,  deceivers  of  the  people,  enoi. 
niies  to  Casfar,  and  turners  of  the  world  upfide  down, 
have  been  the  opprobrious  titles  generally  jiven  to  the 
moil  upright  and  mod  faithful  men,  in  eVery  age  and 
xrountry^ 

We  proceed  now< 

II.  In  the  fecond  place,  To  enquire,  wbitt  tt  is  in  ttae 
religion  that  gives  occafionto  this  charge,  and  makes  the 
world  prone  to  believe  it. 

That  there  muft  be  fomqtlitng  of  this  kind  is  very  evi- 
dent* So  uniform  an  effedt,  could  not  take  place  without 
an  adequate  caufe.  And,  to  a  ferious  and  attentive  ob- 
ierver,  I  am  perfoaded  it  is  not  difficult  to  difcem.  The 
general  caufe  of  this  effect  is,  that,  in  an  equivocal  fenfe, 
the  charge  is  jull.  True  religion  does,  indeed,  give  troi»- 
ble  and  uneafinefs  to  wicked  men,  while  they  continue 
fuch ;  and  it  cannot  be  fuppofed,  but  they  will  deeply  re- 
ient^it.  In  order  to  illuftrate  this  a  little  more  fully,  I 
beg  your  attention  to  the  three  following  obfervations. 

I.  The  example  of  the  fervants  of  God,  is  a  continual 
and  fenfible  reproach,  to  the  contrary  condu£t  of  the  men 
of  the  world.  Nothing  can  preferve  peace  to  any  man, 
but  fome  meafure  of  felf-fatisfaftion.  As  a  deceived  heart 
turns  the  wicked  afide,  fo  the  continuance  of  felf-deceit  is 
neceifary  to  his  tailing  thofe  pleafures  of  fin  in  which  his 
millaken  bappinefs  is  placed.  To  reproach  his  condu£t, 
therefore,  is  to  difturb  his  dream,  and  to  wound  his  peace. 
And  as  pride,  however  finely  difguifed,  has  the  dominion 
in  every  unrenewed  heart,  how  offenfive  muft  every  fpe- 
cies  of  reproof  be,  to  men  of  this  charaSer  ?  Now,  is  not 
the  example  of  every  good  man,  a  fevere  and  fenfible, 
though  filent,    reproof  to  the  wicked  ?     With  whatever 
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ipeciouff  ai^metits  men  may  fometimes  plead  for  firf: 
with  whatever  falfc  pretences  they  may  often  excufe  and 
palliate  it  to  their  own  minds,  when  it  is  brought  ^hto  one 
view  with  true  religion,  it  is  not  able  to  bear  the  compari- 
fon.  The  example  of  good  men  to  the  wicked  is,  like  the 
fun  upon  a  weak  eye,  diftreffing  and  painrol.  It  is  excel- 
lent in  itfelf,  but  it  is  ofienfive  to  them.  If  I  may  ff>eak  fo, 
it  flafiies  light  upon  the  confcience,  roufes  it  from  a  ftate  of 
infenfible  fecurity,  points  its  arrows,  and  (faarpens  its  (ling. 
What  elfe  was  it  that  produced  the  firft  aft  of  violence 
that  ftands  upon  record,  the  murder  of  Abel  by  his  bro- 
ther Gain  f  Of  this  the  apoftle  John  fpeaks  in  the  follow- 
ing terms,  "  Not  as  Cain,  who  was  of  that  wicked  one, 
"  and  flew  his  brother  2  and  wherefore,  flew  he  him  ? 
**  Becaufe  his  own  works  were  evil,  and  his  bri)tber's 
•*  righteous." 

And,  ad  every  worldly  man's  dwn  (:onfcierr66  M  thas 
made  troublefome  to  him  by  the  example  of  the  efaildreit 
of  God :  fo  it  tends  to  fet  finners  at  variance  with  one, 
another,  and  expofes  the  conduft  of  each  to  the  cenfureof 
the  reft.  Sin,  however  univerfally  praftifcd,  is  yet  gene- 
rally fliamcful.  Confcience  though  bribed,  and  Compara- 
tively blind  in  a  man's  own  cafe,  is  often  juft  and  impar- 
tial, at  leaft  under  for  lefs  bias,  in  the  cafe  of  others.  It  is 
in  this  way,  and  in  this  way  alone,  that  the  public  honor 
and  credit  ot  religion  is  preferved,  amidft  fo  great  a  majo- 
f'xiy  who  are  enemies  to  it  in  their  hearts.  Muft  not  then, 
the  example  of  a  ftrift  and  confcientious  perfon,  fet  in  the 
ftrongeft  light  the  faults  of  thofe  who  aft  a  contrary  part, 
fo  often  as  they  happen  to  fall  under  obfervation  together; 
Nay,  does  it  not  open  the  eyes  of  the  world  upon  many 
leffer  blemiflies  which  would  othervvays  efcape  its  notice? 
The  degree  of  flianie  that  attends  any  praftice,  is  alwaysr 
in  proportion  to  the  f(^fe  which  the  bulk  of  mankind  have 
of  the  evil  of  it.  And  this  fcnfe  cannot^  by  any  means, 
be  more  ftrengthened,  than  by  an  example  of  what  is 
good  ;  as  deformity  never  appears  fo  fliocking  as  whert 
compared  with  perfeft  beauty.  Thus,  a  truly  pious  mart 
is,  by  every  inftance  of  his  vifible  conduft,  expofmg  te 
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feproach  fome  one  or  other,  and  by  con(cquence  provo- 
king their  rcfentment: 

It  is  for  this  feafon  that  men  difcover  fuch  a  pronenefsr 
to  difparage  every  profeiBon  of  piety  fuperior  to  their  oWh, 
Hd\^  eommdn  is  it  to  afcribe  every  luch  appearance  tol 
wtraktiefs  dr  hypocf ify;  In  the  generality  of  Wicked  men 
this  is  not  fo  properly  malice  as  felfdefence.  If  they 
fliould  allow  the  excellence  of  fuch  a  charai^r,  it  would 
be  condemning  themfelves  out  of  their  own  mouths. 
Their  intvard  reflection,  in  all  probability,  is  perfeftly  fi- 
milar  to  that  of  the  PhaHfces,^  when  Chrift  alked  them. 
Whether  the  baptifm  of  John  was  from  heaven,  or  of  men  ? 
**  They  reafoncd  with  themfclves,  faiyiiig,  If  we  fhall  fay 
"  from  heaven,  he  will  fay  onto  us,  Why  did  ye  not  thert 
**  believe  him  ?"  In  the  fame  manner,  fhotild  any  confefs 
the  excellence  of  a  condu^  oppofite  to  their  ov^n,  it  would 
be  im|)offible  to  avoid  faying  to  them,*  Why  do  ye  then 
io  fin  againll  light  ? 

Every  one  will  fee,  that  this  mtrfi  rieceffarily  bold  moft 
ftrongly  in  the  cafe  of  thofe  whofe  office,  or  whofe  Work,* 
IS  of  a  public  nature.  They  arc  like  a  city  fet  on  an  hill; 
As  their  oharatler  is  moft  confpicuou4,  it  \t^  by  neceflary 
Conl'c^uence,  moft  ufeful  to  the  good,  and  moft  provoking 
to  the  wieked;  Faithful  miniftersof  Chrift,  forinftance^ 
are  the  lights  of  the  world,  and,  by  their  piety  and  dili- 
gence,  are  a  Handing  reproach  to  the  world  lying  in  wick- 
cdnefs.  But,  in  a  particular  manner,  they  muft  be  the' 
fibjefls  of  the  hatred  and  refentment  of  thofe  of  their  own 
order,  who  will  not  follow  their  fteps.  This  is  an  evident 
confcquence  of  the  principle  above  laid  doWn.  As  theif 
charadler  fuffers  moft  by  the  comparifon,  their  paffions 
muft  neceffarily  be  moft  inflamed.  Let  a  minifter  of 
Qirift  be  ever  fo  guarded  in  his  fpeech,  ever  fo  inofFenfive 
in  his  carriage,  ever  fo  diftant  in  reality  from  injuring 
others ;  if  he  is  more  frequent  or  more  afFeftionate  in 
preaching,  if  he  is  more  afTiduous  in  the  duties  of  his 
funilion,  this  muft  rwturally  excite  the  refentment  of  th« 
lazy,  ilothful  part  of  liis  profcrfTion,  This  of  itfelf,  is  in- 
jury cilough  to  thofe  who  love  their  Worldly  eafe,  and  have 
more  plcafurc  in  the  poflclfion  of  their  benefice,  than  the 
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exercife  of  their  oflSce.  Is  this  furprifing  ?  Not  in  (hi 
lead.  His  condudt  CiOes  indeed  moleft  their  quiet :  it 
either  forces  them  to  greater  diligence,  or  holds  up  their 
real  chara£ter  to  light,  and  expofes  them  to  contempt 
and  fcorn. 

In  order  at  6nce  to  confirm  and  illuftrate  this  truth,  be 
pleafcd,  n>y  brethren,  to  obferve,  that  the  force  and  malig- 
nity of  envy  in  defaming  of  chara6ler&,  is  always  in  pro- 
portion to  the  neamefs  rfthe  perfon  to  whom  the  charac- 
ter belongs.  Diftance,  either  of  time  or  place,  greatly 
abates,  if  not  wholly  extinguiflies  it.  Suppofe  the  charac- 
ter  of  a  i^erfon  drawn,  who  lived  many  ages  age,  or  even 
at  prefent  in  a  very  diftant  eoontry ;  fuppofe  him  repre- 
fented  as  eminent  in  virtue  of  every  kind,  as  remarkably 
diligent,  as  indefatigably  aftive  in  doing  good ;  there  are 
few  who  ihew  any  difpofition  to  call  in  queftion  the  faft,  or 
impute  it  to  fmifter  motives.  But  let  the  fame  be  the  ap« 
parent  character  of  any  man  among  his  cotemporaries^ 
smd  how  maiiy  are  immediately  up  in  arms  againft  him .' 
How  implicitly  do  they  believe,  and  with  what  pleafure 
do  they  fpread  every  idle  calumny  to  his  prejudice  ?  How 
is  his  piety  immediately  converted  into  hypocrify,  his  zeal 
into  faftion  and  ill  nature,  his  fervor  and  diligence  into  at 
feftation  and  love  of  popularity  ;  and,  in  a^  word,  every 
valuable  quality  into  that  vice,  by  which  it  is  moft  com- 
monly or  moft  artfully  counterfeited. 

That  this  difFerence  of  judgment  is  entirely  owing  to 
the  reafon  I  have  alfigned,  will  further  appear,  if  you  con- 
fider,  that  fo  foon  as  a  connexion  of  the  fame  nature  hap- 
pens, by  any  accidental  eircumftance  to  be  eftablifhed, 
the  fame  invidious  refentment  imn>cdiatcly  takes  place 
againft  the  moft  diftant  charaders.  What  inveterate  pre- 
judice do  infidels  generally  fliovv,  againft  the  charafters  of 
the  Scripture  faints,  and  thofe  of  the  fathers  of  the  Chriftian 
church,  becaufe  the  eftaWifhrnent  of  fueh  charaftcrs  does 
i^celRirily  arttl  manifeftly  infer  the  overthrow  of  the  caufe 
irv  which  they  are  embarked.  In  the  mean  time,  the  wife 
men  of  the  heathen  nations  are  fuffered  to  poflefs,  without 
eontradiftion,  all  the  reputation  which  their  countrymen 
in*  ai'tCF-ages  luve  thought  fit  to  beftow  upon  them.    Nay, 
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fometiraes  to  ferve  a  certain  purpofe,  their  charafler  is  in- 
creafed  and  magnified  beyond  all  reafonable  bounds. — 
Wbat  pains  have  been  taken  by  thofe  Chridians,  who  pa- 
tronize the  modem  inventions  and  improvements  in  theo- 
logy,  to  undermine  the  characters  of  the  moft  eminent 
champions  of  the  ancient  faith?  What  would  fome  perfons 
teach  us  to  believe  of  Athanafius  and  Augudine  inearlier^ 
Calvin,  Luther  and  Melandlhon  in  later  times  ?  Not  that 
we  have  not  well  attefted  evidence  of  their  piety  and  in- 
tegrity, but  that,  being  of  different  fentiments  from  their 
accufers,  the  excellence  of  their  chara£ter  is  too  good  a 
fupport  to  their  caufe•^J 

2.  Another  reafon  why  the  fervants  of  God  are  repre- 
fented  as  troublefome  is,  becaufe  they  will  not,  and  dare 
not  comply  with  the  fmful  commandments  of  men.  In 
matters  merely  civil,  good  men  are  the  moft  regiilar  citi- 
zens and  the  moft  obedient  fubje&s.  But,  as  they  have  a 
Mafter  in  heaven,  no  earthly  power  can  conftrain  them 
to  deny  his  name  or  defcrt  his  caufe.  The  reply  of  Peter 
and  John  to  the  Jewifti  rulers  when  they  were  c6mmand- 
cd  **  Not  to  fpcak  at  all  or  teach  in  the  name  of  Jefus,-^ 

a  I  take  the  opportgnity  here  to  add,  That  the  principle 
above  laid  down,  will  plainly  account  for  Ihe  great  and  unaf- 
fauited  reputation,  ^Thlch  the  Monks  and  retired  devotees  fo 
long  enjoyed  in  popifh  times.  It  was  iheir  reputation,  indeed, 
vrhich  upiiejd  for  fo  long  a  period,  that  immenfe  load  of  idola- 
trous fuperftition*  the  Romilh  religioi^  ;  and  it  was  not  loft, 
till  they  were  grofly  corrupted,  and  convents  were  become  re- 
ceptacles of  tlie  mod  fhameful  impurity  and  luft.  Thefe  per- 
fons were  feparaied  from  the  world.  No  frequent,  and  few 
near  comparifons,  could  be  made  between  them  and  others* 
Nay,  their  characlcr  was  voluntary,  and  peculiar  %o  themfelves, 
containing  no  pretence  of  an  obligation  upon  all  others  to 
imitate  it ;  and  therefore,  they  were  fulFered  to  live  unenvied. 
But  if  any  perfons  of  piety  towards  God,  and  fidelity  to  their 
Matter's  caufe,  live  in  the  world,  and  refufe  to  be  conformed 
to  it,  they  mufl  cxpecl  the  fame  treatment  that  he  met  wit}!* 
This  he  hath  told  them  himfclf,  "  If  the  world  hate   you,    ye 

*«  know  that  it  hated  mc  before  it  hated  you.fl ^The  fervuut 

«  is  not  greater  than  the  Lord.  If  they  have  pcrfecuted  mt^ 
h  they  will  alfo  perfecute  you  ;  if  they  have  kept  my  fay  in  j, 
i'  they  will  keep  yours  alfo."3 

a  John  ^v.  18.  b  Verfc  :o. 
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was  in  the  following  terms,  "  Whether  it  be  right  in  tli« 
^  fight  of  God,  to  hearken  unto  you  more  than  unto  God, 
"  judge  ye."a  With  what  invincible  conftancy  and  refo- 
lution  did  Shadrach,  Mcfhach,  and  Abednego  refufe  to 
bow  before  Nebuchadnezzar's  golden  image?  The  cafe  of 
Daniel  wa$  perfe£ily  funilar,  whom  even  the  king's  com* 
mandment  could  not  redrain  from  prayer  to  God. 

When  good  men  are  unhappily  brought  into  theie  cir- 
fcumftances,  their  conduft  is  an  apparent  contradt£lion  to 
authority.  How  ready  are  lordly  and  oppreffive  tyrants 
to  (lyle  it  obftinacy  and  pride?  And  when  are  there  wan^ 
ing  {lavilh  and  fubmillive  flatterer^  near  every  inictifx 
tribunal,  to  aggravate  the  crime,  and  to  cry,  «*  If  thoti 
^*  let  this  man  go,  thou  art  not  Cgefar's  friend  ?"  It  is  not 
to  be  imagined,  indeed,  but  fuch  as  are  Grangers  to  true 
religion,  mull  be  greatly  provoked  at  thofe  who  will  not 
jcomply  implicitly  with  their  commands.  There  is  a  re- 
markable paflage  in  a  letter  of  Pliny  the  younger,  to  the 
emperor  Trajan,  whiph  plainly  points  out  the  fentimentj; 
entertained  by  many  on  this  fubje£t.  He  was  a  man  in 
other  matters  abundantly  humane,  and  yet  hear  his  own 
account  of  his  treatment  of  the  Chriftians  when  brought 
to  his  tribunal.  "  1  afked  them  if  they  were  Chriftians ; 
^'  if  they  confefled,  I  afked  them  again  threatening  pu- 
"  nifhment.  If  they  perfifted»  1  commanded  them  to  be 
f*  executed  ;  fqr  I  did  not  at  all  doubt  but,  whatever  their 
**  confeflion  was,  their  ftubbornefs  and  inflexible  obftina- 
**  cy  ought  to  be  puniflied." 

There  is  a  love  of  dominion  natural  to  all  men,  which 
is  under  nocontroul  or  rellraint  in  thofe  who  are  void  of 
religion.  This  mufl  naturally  difpofe  them  to  carry  on 
their  fchemes,  and  to  infid  on  having  them  univerfally 
complied  with.  It  frets  and  provokes  them,  therefore,  to 
find  any  who  will  not  be  fiibfervient  to  their  pleafures. 
'  A  refufal  to  obey,  on  a  principle  of  confcience,  is  ex- 
prefsly  fetting  bounds  to  their  authority,  and  faying.  Hi- 
therto (halt  thou  go,  but  no  further.  How  few  arc  able  to 
bear  this  with  patience,  the  hiflory  of  the  world  in  every 
age  is  one  continued  proof. 

a  Acls  iv.  19» 
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Such  refufals  alfo,  do  always  reflect  fome  (lifhonor  upon 
ihe  meaGires  to  which  they  Hand  in  oppofition.  Whate* 
ver  any  perfon  refufes  lo  do,  he,  as  far  as  in  him  lies,  re- 
prefents  as  wrong  and  iinfuh  and,  in  feme  refpeds,  un- 
worthy  or  unfit  to  be  done.  Thus  it  comes  to  be  confix 
dered  not  only  as  withdrawing  his  own  allegiance,  but  as 
corrupting  and  feducing  others.  And  no  doubt,  it  tends 
to  draw  the  attention  of  the  world  to  the  difputed  com* 
mand,  and  makes  fome,  perhaps,  lift  and  examine  what 
they  had  before  blindly  gone  into  without  fufpicion— 
Hence  it  naturally  follows,  that  whenever  fuch  interfe. 
rence  happens  between  human  and  divine  authority,  good 
men  muft  be  confidered  as  diforderly  and  troublefome  j 
luid  thoTe  of  them  of  all  others  moil  troublefome,  who 
with  the  grcatcft  conftancy  adhere  to  their  duty,  or  who, 
with  the  greated  honefly  and  boldnefs,  refill  and  oppofe 
corrupt  meafures. 

It  is  lefs  furprifing  to  find  inftances  of  this  between  hca* 
then  and  Chriftian,  between  the  profefling  fervan^s  and 
open  enemies  of  the  true  God.  But  it  is  ailonilhing  to 
think,  how  .pften  the  fame  thing  has  happened  betwcea 
Chriftian  and  Chriftian,  who  ought  to  have  been  better 
^:cquainted  with  the  rights  of  confcience,  the  meafures  of 
/ubmiffion,  and  the  duty  of  forbearance.  Not  only  all 
the  perfecutions,  but  many,  if  not  moft,  of  the  fchifms 
imd  divifions  that  have  fallen  out  in  the  Chriftian  church, 
have  arifen  from  the  rigorous  impofitions  of  ufurped  au- 
thority. Unjuft  authority  is  the  very  eflence  of  popery. 
The  church  of  Rome  has  exprefsly  claimed  a  power  of 
making  laws  to  bind  the  confcience,  diftinft  from  the  laws 
of  God ;  and  feverely  puniflies  all  who  call  this  authority 
in  queftion.  Nor  hath  this  been  confined  to  them :  pro^ 
teftant  churches,  though  their  feparation  is  founded  upon 
the  very  contrary  principle,  have  yet  often  in  praftice 
a£led  in  the  fame  arbitrary  manner.  They  infill  upon 
obedience  to  all  their  appointments,  however  finful  in  the 
judgment  of  the  fubjcft :  and,  as  a  good  man  will  not  com- 
ply in  fuch  cafes,  how  often  doth  it  happen,  that,  after 
they  have  expelled  him  from  their  fociety,  ftript  him  of 
his  office,  and  robbe4  hin^  of  hi^  ipaintepance,  they  alfo 
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cafl  out  his  name  as  evil,  loudly  charge  him  as  feditious 
and  troublefome,  and  the  author  of  all  that  confulion 
which  their  own  tyranny  occafions. 

3.  One  other  reafon  why  the  fervants  of  God  are  ac- 
cufed  as  troublefome,  is,  becaufe  they  are,  in  many  in- 
fiances,  obliged,  to  bear  tedimony  againft  the  fins  of 
ethers,  and  openly  to  reprove  them.  Reproof  is  plainly, 
of  all  others,  the  greateit  oSence  and  provocation  of  the 
proud,  and  draws  down  their  heavieil  refentment :  and 
yet  it  is  often  unavoidable.  There  are  fome  cafes  in  which 
every  Chriftian  without  exception,  mud  feel  the  con- 
ftraint  of  this  divine  law.  "  Thou  fhalt  in  kny  wife  re- 
♦'  buke  thy  neighbor,  and  not  fuffer  fin  upon  him."tf-^ 
Some  fms  are  fo  flagrant  in  their  nature  that,  even  to  wit- 
nefs  them  with  filence,  would  imply  fome  participation  of 
the  guik.  In  fuch  cafes  it  is  the  glory  of  the  pooreft  and 
meaneft  fervant  of  God,  to  refent  the  di  (honor  that  is  done 
to  his  name,  and  reprove  the  mod  exalted  finnen 

But  this  duty,  and  the  odium  arifing  from  it,  falls  moft 
frequently  to  the  fliare  of  the  prophets  and  minillers  of 
God,  who  have  received  a  commiflion  to  fpeak  in  his  name 
and  to  plead  his  caufe.  The  faithful  difcharge  of  their 
duty,  includes  in  it  plainnefs  and  boldnefs  in  reproving  fin 
of  every  kiixl.  They  mud  affert  and  maintain  the  truth, 
and  point  out  the  errors  oppofite  to  it,  with  all  their  guilty 
fruits,  and  all  their  dreadful  confequences.  How  offenfive 
this  to  human  pride?  It  mud  certainly  either  convince  or 
provoke,  reform  or  inflame.  When  righteous  Lot  fays, 
in  the  milded  terms,  to  the  ludful  Sodomites,  **  I  pray 
^*  you  brethren,  do  not  fo  wickedly,"  how  fierce  is  the 
anfwer  ?  "  And  they  laid,  dand  back.  And  they  faid 
**  again,  This  one  fellow  came  in  to  fojourn,  and  he  will 
*'  needs  be  a  judge. "^ 

How  many  martyrs  to  truth  have  there  been  fince  the 
world  began?  without  mentioning  thole  in  the  Old  Teda- 
ment,  you  fee  John  the  Baptid  lod  his  life  by  reproving 
the  inceduous  adultery  of  Herod  and  Herodias.  Our 
bleffed  Saviour  gives  the  following  account  of  the  hatred 
of  the  w.orld  to  him,  and  the  contrary  reception  it  gave  to 

€t  Lev.  xix.  17,         b  Gen.  xix.  9. 
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his  temporifing  brethren,  The  world  cannot  hate  you^ 
•*  but  me  it  hateth,  becaufe  1  teftify  of  it,  that  the  works? 
•*  thereof  are  evil.**     By  confuhing  the  hiftory  of  the  got" 
pel  you  will  find,  that  what  gave  rife  to  the  confpiracy  of 
the  Scribes  and  Pharifees  againft  him,  was  his  dragging 
oflf  the  mafk  under  which  they  lay  concealed,  and  difco- 
▼ering  the  errors  of  their  doftrine,  and  the  licentioufnefs 
•f  their  pra£lice.     When  they  "  perceived  that  he  fpake 
•*  againft  them, — they  took  counfel  againft  him  to  put  himr 
•*  to  death ;"  and  accomplilhed  it  fo  foon  as  they  could  da 
k  with  fafety.     But  there  cannot  be  a  better  example,  or 
indeed,  a  more  lively  and  well  drawn  pifture  of  the  effedb 
ef  plain  and  juft  reproof,  (ban  in  the  cafe  of  Stephen^ 
when  pleading  his  caufe  before  the  Jewilh  rulers.     "  Ye 
**  ftiff-necked,  and  uncircumcifed  in  heart  and  cars,  ye  do: 
••  always  refift  the  Holy  Ghoft :  as  your  fathers  did,  fo  do 
••  ye.     Which  of  the  prophets  have  not  your  fathers  per- 
**  fecuted  ?     And  they  have  flain  them  which  fhewed  be- 
••  fore  of  the  coming  of  the  juft  One  ;•  of  whom  you  hav«r 
••  been  now  the  betrayers  and  murderers.— When  thejr 
*•  heard  thefe  things,  they  were  cut  to  the  heart,  and  they 
••  gnafhed  on  him  with  their  teeth.'*ij    It  is  plainly  for  thia 
reafon  that  the  apoftles,  in  their  prayers  for  afliftance,  dor 
almoft  conftantly  afk,  that  they  may  be  endued  with  a  pro- 
per  degree  of  boldnefs  and  resolution,  •*  And  i\ow.  Lord, 
'•  behold  their  threatnings ;  and  grant  unto  thy  fervantsf 
•*  that  with  all  boldnefs  they  may  fpeak  thy  word."^  Ma- 
ny other  prayers  are  to  be  found  in  the-  apollolic  writingsr 
which  run  in  the  fame  ftrain.r 

It  is  very  natural  for  every  one  at  this  diftance,  to  ima- 
gine, that  he  could  have  been  in  no  danger  of  making^ 
fach  an  obdinate  refillance  to  the  truth,  or  perfecuting, 
Vfith  fuch  implacable  enmity,  thofe  who  efpoufedit.  But, 
my  brethren,  all  worldly  men,  in  every  age,  have  ftill  the 
fame  ablK)rr€nce  of  the  faithful  fervants  of  God  ;  the  fame 
impatience  of  reproof,  when  it  touches  thcmfelves.  Out 
Saviour  draws  their  charadter  with  great  beauty,  in  fpeak^ 

m  A6\s  vii.  51,   52,  54.       b  A6\s  iv.  29.       c  See  Eph.  vii.  19.. 
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ing  to  the  Pharifees  ;  "  Wo  unto  you  Scribes  and  Phal- 
**  lees,  hypocrites,  becaufe  ye  build  the  tombs  of  the  pro- 
^*  phets,  and  gamifh  the  fepulchres  of  the  righteous ;  and 
•*  lay.  If  we  had  been  in  the  days  of  our  fathers,  we  would 
^^  not  have  been  partakers  with  them  in  the  blood  of  the 
*'  prophets.  Wherefore  ye  be  witnefles  unto  yourfelves, 
•*  that  ye  are  the  children  of  them  which  killed  the  pro- 
"  phet3."a  It  is  very  delicately  hinted  in  this  laft  verfe, 
that  they  were  of  the  fame  nature,  that  they  grew,  as  it 
were,  upon  the  fame  flock,  and  therefore  it  might  be  ea- 
peflied  that  they  would  bring  forth  the  fame  fruit.  I  cannot 
but  here  mention  a  remark  of  a  very  eminent  writer  up- 
on this  pafiage  ;  ^'  That  all  rations  partake  much  of  this 
*^  dirpofiiion  of  the  Jews,  to  honor  the  dead  faints,  and 
per/ecute  the  living.''^ 

I  have  taken  notice  above,  thatitt  cvety  iseriod  of  ihcF 
church,  the  moll  faithful  of  the  fervants  and  minifters  of 
God,  have,  in  fact,  been  counted  troublefome  by  corrupt' 
and  woridly  men.  The  fame  paifages  of  hiftory  conftant- 
ly  fliew,  that  this  has  arifen  chiefly  from  their  attempts  ta 
flem  the  tide  of  prevailing  vice;  from  their  boldnefs  and 
faithfiiinefs  in  reproving  fdfliionable  crimes.  In  thfi 
twelfth  century,  Arnulphus,  a  devout  man,  and  excellent 
preacher^  fpeaks  thus  to  the  clergy :  "  I  know  that  yotf 
*'  feek  my  life^  and  will  (hortly  kill  me :  But  why  ?  I 
"  Ipeak  the  truth  to  you,  I  reprehend  your  pride  and 
**  haughtinefs,  avarice  and  luxury :  therefore  I  pleafe  yoa 
*'  not.'V  And  in  the  fourteenth  century,  an  ancient  wri- 
ter fpeaks  of  the  court  of  Rome  in  the  following  terms: 
*'  For  what  can  you  conceive  will  hapi^n  where  virtue 
*'  was  long  ago  extindl  and  buried  ?  There  furely  truth 
**  is  the  highelt  crime,  and  of  itfelf  fufficient  to  procure 
**  the  hatred  of  many.  For  how  can  we  expect  but  that 
*'  Ihould  happen,  where  a  true  word  cannot  be  fpoken 
•'  without  a  great  reproach,  where  the  word  of  men  are 
•'promoted, — where  fimplicity  is  edeemed  madncfs, — 
"  where  good  men  are  rendered  ridiculous,  infomuch  that- 
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^*  how  fcarce  any  of  them  doth  appear  but  to  be  laughed 
•*  at-  Thefe  few  things  truth  itfelf  hath  dared  to  fpeak, 
*^  whence  you  m^y  gather  what  you  are  to  think  of  many 
'*  others,  which  fear  doth  force  me  to  conceal/'a  It  is 
unneceffary  to  cite  many  paflages  to  this  purpofe  \  I  (hall 
therefore  conclude  this  bead  with  the  following  juft  re- 
flection of  the  pious,  diligent,  and  catholic  Mr.  Baxter ; 
^^  I  fee  there  is  no  help  for  it,  but  we  muft  offend  witked 
"  men.  It  is  impoflible  to  avoid  it,  but  either  by  our 
*^  filence  or  their  patience.  Silent  we  cannot  be,  be* 
^^  caufe  the  word  of  God  commands  us  to  fpeak ;  and 
*^  patient  they  cannot  be^  becaufe  fin  has  the  dominion  in 
«'  their  hearts.'^ 

We  now  proceed,  in  the  laft  place,  to  make  fome  prac* 
tical  improvement  of  what  has  been  faid.     And, 

In  the  firft  place,  Yoo  may  learn  from  what  has  beeti 
iaid  upon  this  fubjeCt^  the  juft  and  proper  anfwer  to  an 
objection  againft  the  gbfpel,  much  infilled  on  by  its  ene« 
xnies,  viz^  That  it  has  introduced  perfecution  for  con« 
icience  fake,  with  whieh  the  world  was  in  a  great  meafure 
tinacquainted  before^  There  are  few  fubjeds,  on  which 
infidels  enlarge  with  greater  pleafure,  than  the  cruel  ha- 
tred and  animofity  that  has  prevailed ;  the  bloody  wars 
that  have  l)een  carried  on ;  nay,  the  favage  and  inhuman 
snaflacres  that  have  been  perpetrated  on  a  religious  ac- 
count, fince  the  publication  of  the  gofpel.  I  think  this 
objection  is  but  feldom  anfwered  as  it  might  be.  It  is 
ufually  indeed,  and  juftly  obfervcd,  that  whatever  may 
have  been  done  by  thofe  profefiing  the  gofpel,  there  is  no 
countenance  given  in  it  to  fuch  a  fpirit  and  praflice.  But 
the  objection  is  not  wholly  removed,  while  infidels  are 
allowed  ftill  to  contend,  as  if  it  ferved  their  own  caufe, 
that  perfecution  has  been  its  conftant  attendant  and  infe. 
parable  efieft.  We  ought  therefore,  to  wreft  this  argument 
out  of  their  hands,  and  firft  to  produce  this  fa£t  as  an  ac- 
complilhment  of  our  Saviour's  prediction ;  "  Think  not 
^^  that  I  am  come  to  fend  peace  on  earth :  I  came  not  to 
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**  fend  peace,  but  a  fword.  For  I  am  come  to  fct  a  man 
"  at  variance  againft  his  father,  and  the  daughter  againil 
**  her  mother,  and  ihe  daughter-in-law  againft  het  mother^ 
<<  in-law.  And  a  man's  foes  (hall  be  they  of  his  own 
**  houfliold.^J 

Having  gone  thus  far,  we  have  reafon  to  contend  that 
fhe  difciples  of  Chrift  have  always  fufFered,  and  never  in- 
flifted  the  injury,  though  they  have  often  been  obliged  to 
bear  the  blame.  The  multitude  of  heathen  religions, 
though  not  always,  yet  did  generally  agree  together :  and 
well  they  might,  for  they  were  all  from  the  fame  author. 
None  of  them,  however,  could  agree  with  the  gofpel :  for 
this  plain  reafon,  that  «*  no  lie  is  of  the  truth.*'  But  firom 
what  quarter  did  the  violence  proceed  ?  Did*  not  the 
dreadful  i^rfecutions  againft  the  Chriftians,  in  the  thr^ 
firft  centuries,  proceed  from  the  heathens  ?  Did  the 
Chriftians  commit  any  other  crime  againft  them,  than 
pointing  out  the  fin  and  danger  of  their  idolatrous  wor- 
fliip,  and  immoral  pradtices  ?  Was  not  this  alone  fuffi- 
cient  to  raife  aery  againft  them,  as  turning  the  world  up- 
fide  down  ?  Ancl  in  all  the  fubfequent  perfecutions  among 
profefling  Chriftians,  was  it  any  thing  elfe  than  the  proud, 
violent,  and  worldly  fpirit  of  thofe  who  made  a  gain  of 
godlinefs,  opprefling  the  few  real  believers  of  every  deno^ 
tnination  ?  There  is  an  antichriftian  fpirit  in  every 
church,  that  fliews  itfelf  in  perfecution,  in  a  greater  or 
ieffer  degree.  But  there  can  be  nothing  more  unjuft,  than 
to  attribute  the  perfecution  of  Chrift's  difciples  by  his  ene- 
mies  and  theirs,  to  the  fpirit  of  his  religion. 

Is  it  then  boldly  affirmed  by  fome,  that  the  Chriftian  is 
the  only  religion  in  the  world  that  leads  to  perfecution? 
I  anfwer,  on  the  contrary.  It  is  tl:e  only  religion  that  has 
fufiered  perfecution  from  all  its  numerous  enemies ;  and 
at  the  fame  time,  it  is  the  only  religion  in  the  world  that 
requires,  and  points  out  the  obligation,  of  mutual  forbear- 
ance, and  makes  the  juli  and  proper  divifion  between  the 
•  things  that  are  Ciclar's,  and  the  things  that  are  God's. 
That  it  is  oiteu  blamed  as  perfecuting  others,  is  a  proof 
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and  illudratron  of  this  truth.  For  aU  is  o£  a  piece,  and  the 
falfe  accufation  ariTes  from  the  lource  which  I  have  opened 
up  above,  and  confirmed  by  examples  produced  from  hif- 
tory.  To  thefe  I  fliall  now  only  add  one  obfervation^ 
ivhich  comes  in  with  peculiar  propriety  here ;  That  innu- 
merable  inftances  may  be  given,  in  which  thofe  very  per- 
foils  who  were  ready  to  lift  the  fecular  arm  againft  good 
men,  have  loudly  complained  of  the  exercife  of  difcipline, 
and  tlie  cenfures  of  the  church  upon  their  crimes.  Thefe 
they  often  (lyle  perfecution,  and  always  affirm  to  flow 
from  a  perfecuting  fpirit.  But  as  they  are  often  neceffary, 
fo  even  when  they  are  unjudly  applied,  it  is  plain  from 
their  very  nature,  that  if  they  be  groundlefs,  they  muft  be 
perfectly  harmlefs. 

Thus  the  ftate  of  the  world  is  fo  far  from  being  an  ob- 
jection againll,  that  it  is  a  proof  of  the  truth  of  the  gofpel. 
True  Chrillians  have  fufFered  from  every  quarter ;  from 
within  and  from  without ;  from  open  enemies  and  froni 
'fiilfe  brethren.  They  have  been  firft  perfccuted,  and  then 
flandered  as  perfecuting  others ;  nay,  obliged  to  bear  the 
odium  of  that  very  opprefllon  under  which  they  groaned. 
Of  all  this  they  are  fairly  fore- warned  by  their  Saviour, 
who  fays,  "  Behold,  I  fend  you  forth  as  flieep  in  the  midft 
**  of  wolves."  They  are  expofed  to  injurious  treatment 
from  many,  and  may  expeft  to  fufFer  without  caufe.  None 
however  nuke  fo  cruel  a  havoc,  as  thofe  wolves  who  put 
on  (beep's  clothing  ;  and  yet,  of  all  their  cruelty,  the  poor 
fufferin^  flieep  muft  bear  the  blame. 

2.  From  what  hath  been  faid,  you  may  fee  the  guilt 
and  dangr:r  of  thofe  who  falfely  accufe  the  children  of  God, 
Perhaps  you  may  be  ready  wliolly  to  refufe  the  charge, 
and  to  fay.  Where  is  the  neceffity,  where  is  the  propriety 
of  this  at  prefent  f  Have  we  not  all  civil  and  religious  li- 
berty? and  are  not  religion^ and  its  minifters  in  efteem 
and  repute  ?  I  anfwer.  It  is  never  unneceffafy.  The  fault 
I  co/n  plain  of  is  no  part  of  the  peculiar  degeneracy  of  this 
age.  It  is  not  confined  to  any  one  age,  country,  or  pro- 
feffion,  but  is  common  to  them  all :  and  we  would  but 
deceive  ourfclves,  Ihould  we  fondly  fancy  we  are  exempt- 
ed from  it.     Nay,  our  prefent  ftate  as  a  church  and  na* 
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tion,  feems  to  render  fuch  a  warning  peculiarly  feafon^ 
able.  We  have  long  enjoyed  outward  peace.  In  every 
other  country  this  has  introduced  a  worldly  fpirit,  ambi- 
tion, luxury,  and  floth.  And  is  there  no  veftige  of  thefo 
charafters  among  us  now  ?  Who  will  pretend  it  ?  Arc 
there  not  fome  who  cannot  endure  fuch  firi£lnefs  as  is 
inconfiftent  with  conformity  to  the  g?iy  and  fafliionable 
world  ?  Do  not  all  fuch  incline  to  charge  every  profeffion 
of  piety  with  hypocrify  ?  Do  they  not  confider  every 
faithful  reprover,  as  an  enemy  to  their  peace  ?  Do  they 
not  hear  with  fecret  pleafure,  and  fpread  with  apparent 
triumph,  every  report,  to  the  prejudice  of  fuch  troublcrs 
pflfrael? 

This  then  is  the  character;  and  as  many  of  you  a$ 
confcience  charges  with  the  guilt,  may  fee  your  danger. 
You  may  fee  whofc  caufe  you  plead,  and  whofe  reward 
you  lliall  fhare.  What  inward  enmity  do  you  difcover 
againft  the  fpirit  and  power  of  true  religion  ?  You  arc  of 
the  number  of  thofe  who  "  Hate  the  light,  and  will  not 
^*  come  to  the  light,  left  your  deeds  Ihould  be  reproved.** 
You  are  of  the  number  of  thofe  who  fay  '^  to  the  fcers,  fee 
♦*  not,  and  to  the  prophets,  prophefy  not  unto  us  right 
^*  things,  fpeak  unto  us  fmooth  things,  and  prophefy  de- 
**  ceit."  You  will  not  "  endure  found  doftrine,"  but  love 
and  follow  only  that  which  will  exercife  and  amufe  your 
imagination  and  fancy,  footh  and  gratify  ycrur  pride  and 
vanity,  or  make  and  keep  you  at  peace  with  yoarfelves. 
You  are  afleep  in  fecurity,  and  will  avpid  every  thing 
that  may  tend  to  difturb  or  interrupt  your  dan.^erous  re- 
pofe.  And  how  hurtful  is  your  conduft  to  others  ?  You 
blaft  the  charafters  and  lefTen  the  ufefulnefs  of  the  minif- 
ters  of  Chrift.  You  bring  an  evil  report  upon  tlie  truth, 
by  rendering  them  odious  or  contemptible  who  l^ar  it, 
— And  if  we,  my  brethren,  who  are  minifters  of  the  gof- 
pel,  imitate  this  example  in  any  meafure,  if  we  diliover 
a  fufpicion  and  jealoufy,  or  an  averfion  and  hatred,  i\t  all 
who  are  more  diligent  than  ourfelves,  what  diflionor  tuuft 
fall  upon  our  profelfion,  what  a  hindrance  is  it  to  the  edi- 
fication  of  others,  and  what  guilt  do  we  bring  upon  q/ar 
own  fouls. 
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3.  If  this  has  been  the  conftant  lot  of  all  the  fervants 
of  God,  to  be  accufed  as  feditious  and  troublefome,  let 
every  cautious  pcrfon  beware  of  being  mifled  by  the  per- 
fecuting  cry.     I  a(k  any  man  who  is  converfant  in  the 
world,  if  he  hath  not,  in  many  indances^  been  infenfibly 
taught  to  form  a  hateful  idea,  or  to  entertain  a  defpicable 
opinion  of  many  minifters,  without  the  lead  perfonal 
knowledge,  the  lead  fatisfying  evidence  or  proof.     What 
is  the  reafon  ?     Why,  he  hath  been  told,  that  tliey  are 
proud,  hypocritical,  faftious,  cenforious,  troublefome  men. 
WjbII,  the  thing  is  poffible,  no  doubt.     But,  in  the  mean 
time,  it  is  far  from  being  certain ;  and  this  fort  of  charac- 
ter induftrioufly  propagated,  is  no  evidence  of  it  at  all,  ov 
rather  is  a  prcfumption  of  the  contrary.     You  fee,  from 
the  inflances  produced  above,  that  this  is  a  reproach  per- 
petually  thrown  upon  the  mo(l  upright  and  faithful  of  the 
fervants  of  God;  that  it  may  very  naturally  arife  from  their 
fidelity  itfelf ;  and  that  it  cannot  be  avoided  by  thofe  who 
refift  the  corrupt  meafurcs,  who  reprove  the  public  vices, 
0r  who  fliame  the  criminal  lazinefs,  and  negligence  of 
Others.     An  ignorant,  vicious,  worthlefs  minifter,  is  en- 
vied by  no  body.     He  is  therefore  quite  fafe  from  all  the 
poifoned  arrows  which  fly  from  that  quarter.     He  is  ra- 
ther a  foil  to  many,  to  fet  off  and  illudrate  their  own  com- 
parative excellence.     He  is  therefore  often  pardoned,  pu 
tied,   and  protcdled.     Whereas  a  faithful  minifter,  who 
openly  dares  to  bear  witnefs  againft  the  apoftacy  of  others, 
is  traduced  and  flandered,  loaded  with  imaginary  crimes, 
find  often  falls  a  martyr  to  the  finking  caufe  of  truth  and 
righteoufnefs. 

4.  Since  the  world  is  fo  prone  to  receive  the  accufation 
of  faftion  againft  the  children  of  God,  let  them  be  care- 
ful to  give  no  real  ground  for  it.  Unjuft  calumny  has 
fometimes  the  contrary  effc£l.  When  men  find,  that  it  is 
impoftible  to  pleafe  a  capricious  world,  or  wholly  toefcape 
flander,  they  are  apt  to  give  up  all  folicitude  upon  that 
bead,  and  take  no  farther  pains  to  avoid  fufpedled  appear- 
?inces.  This  I  take  to  be,  precifely,  what  the  Scripture 
calls  being  "  overcome  of  evil.'*  But  how  much  better  \^ 
it  "to  overcome  evil  wkh  good?"  I^t  us,  as  often  as  poffi- 
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ble,  confute  the  accufation  by  an  unblameable  carriage; 
ami  when  we  mud  fufler^  let  us  be  careful  that  we  fuffer, 
not  as  evil  doers,  but  for  well  doing.  For  this  purpofe  I 
would  humbly  offer  to  minifters  the  two  following  direc* 
tions,  which  I  efteem  of  great  moment. 

(i.)  Let  all  our  zeal  for  the  glory  of  Giod  be  conduced 
not  only  with  lleadinefs,  but  with  meeknefs.  Let  us  ever 
remember,  that  the  wrath  of  man  worketh  not  the  righte- 
oufnefs  of  God.  Let  our  language  be  always  ftri£tiy 
guarded,  and  free  from  exprcHions  of  rage  and  fury.  If 
w^  are  faithful  to  our  duty,  it  will  fufficiently  provoke  fin- 
ners,  we  need  not  add  to  it  by  any  mixture  of  human  paf- 
fion.  What  noble  and  eftedual  principles  are  we  furnifli- 
ed  with  in  Scripture,  for  avoiding  every  dangerous  ex- 
treme? Love  to  God,  and  love  to  man,  make  up  the  fum 
of  practical  religion.  Tliele  are  the  imlfnediate  fruits  of 
faith,  and  all  tlie  truths  of  the  gofpcl  tend  to  (Irengthen 
and  improve  them.  And  as  love  to  God  prodoces  indigo 
nation  againll  fin,  refolution  and  boldnefs  inoppoiing  it; 
fo,  love  to  man  will  naturally  produce  the  deepeil  com* 
paffion  for  the  miferable  ftate  of  every  enemy  of  God,  and 
prevent  firmnefs  from  degenerating  into  violence. 

(2.)  The  other  diredtion  I  would  offer  upon  this  fub- 
jedt  is,  that  minillers  take  care  to  avoid  officioufly  inter- 
medfUing  in  civil  matters.  A  minider  fhould  be  feparat- 
ed  and  fet  apart  for  his  own  work;  he  fliould  be  conic- 
crated  to  his  office.  It  is  little  glory  to  him  to  be  eminent- 
ly  {killed  in  any  other  fcience,  except  fuch  as  may  be 
handmaids  to  theology,  and  are  by  him  habitually  turned 
into  a  divine  channel.  Miniflers  giving  themfelves  to 
worldly  employments,  have  been  commonly  of  bad  fame  ; 
and  where  there  is  a  fufficient  provifion  made  for  their 
maintenance,  feemsto  be  an  unjull  alienation  of  their  time 
and  talents.  But  it  is  ftill  more  finful  and  dangerous, 
for  them  todefireor  claim  the  direftion  of  fuch  matters  as 
fall  within  the  province  of  the  civil  magiftrate.  When 
our  bleffed  Saviour  fays,  "  My  kingdom  is  not  of  this 
"  world,"  he  plainly  intimates  to  his  dilciples  that  they 
have  no  title  to  intermeddle  with  ftate  affairs.  Nay,  he 
cxpreisly  warns  them  agciinft  a  lordly  and  arbitrary  do- 
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mtnlon,  even  in  their  own  proper  fphere.  "  The  kings 
*^  of  the  Gentiles  exercife  loMfhip  over  them  ;  and  they 
**  that  exercife  authority  upon  them  are  called  benefadlors. 
**  But  ye  fliall  not  be  fo:  but  he  that  is  greateft  among  you 
^^  let  him  be  as  the  younger ;  and  he  that  is  chief,  as  he 
**  that  doth  ferve."a  I  cannot  help  mentioning  here,  that 
this  is  one  of  the  things,  for  which  our  worthy  anceftors 
of  the  church  of  Scotland  (now  defpifed  by  many)  deferve 
the  higheft  commendation.  It  was  an  invariable  princi- 
ple with  them,  to  be  againft  the  civil  power  and  places  of 
kirkmen.  And  furely,  if  minifters  confine  themfelves  en- 
tircly  to  their  own  proper  duty,  they  will  be  much  lefs  lia- 
ble to  exception  than  otherwife.  They  may  then,  war- 
rantably  ufe  the  greateft  fidelity  in  reproving,  and  the 
greateft  ftriftnefs  in  difcipline ;  and  though  the  wicked 
flander  and  oppofe  them,  the  good  will  defend  them,  and 
God  will  fupport  them. 

5.  In  the  lall  place,  Since  the  charge  of  faftion  and  fe- 
dition  has  been  always  brought  againft  faithful  minifters, 
let  us  learn  to  bear  it  with  patience,  and  never  diflemble 
the  truth,  or  depart,  in  any  meafure,  from  our  duty,  in 
order  to  avoid  it.  A  perfon  of  a  generous  mind  feels  a 
wound  in  his  reputation  more  deeply,  than  almoft  any 
other  injury.  We  are  flill  apt  fondly  to  flatter  onrfelvcs, 
that  as  religion  is  truly  amiable  in  itfelf,  and  ought  to 
make  no  enemies,  that  therefore  we  fliall  have  none. — 
Some  are  very  apt  to  omit,  or  flight ly  to  perform,  feveral 
parts  of  their  duty,  through  that  "  fear  of  man  that  bring- 
•*  eth  a  fnare.**  They  are  unwilling  lo  forego  the  hope, 
that  by  certain  prudent  compliances  they  will  conciliate 
and  preferve  the  favor  of  every  man  and  every  party. 
But  the  expeflation  is  wholly  vain.  The  experience  of 
many  ages  hath  proved  it  fo.  Let  us  therefore  bear  with 
patience  the  falfe  accul'ation.  It  hath  been  the  lot  of  the 
beft  and  worthieft  men  in  every  age.  It  was  the  lot  of  our 
blcffed  mafter,  and  Ihall  we  refufe  to  bear  his  crofs  ?  Is  it 
not  "  enough  for  the  difciple  that  he  be  as  his  mafter,  and 
**  the  fervant  that  he  be  as  his  Lord  ?"     The  triumph  of 
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finners  is  but  very  (hort.  la  a  little  time  all  earthly  rela^ 
tions  ihall  be  diflblved.  Thtffi  high  and  low,  magiftrates 
and  fubje£ls,  miniilers  and  people,  ihall  (land  before  the 
judgment-feat  of  Chrill.  He  ftiall  **  render  to  every  one 
**  according  to  bis  deeds."  There  the  great  and  noble 
ihall  find  no  partial  favour;  there  the  poor  and  mean  ihall 
not  efcape  obfervation ;  and  there  the  lying  ilanderer  ihall 
be  put  to  eternal  filence.  He  iliall  openly  acknowledge 
every  faithful  fervant,  and  "  bring  forth  his  righteoufneffr 
**  as  the  light,  and  his  judgment  as  the  noon  day.'' 
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A  S  you  afft  now  ordained  a  thmifter  of  Chrift,  ihd 
JLX,  have  received  the  charge  of  this  congregation,  t 
nope  you  will  bear  with  me  a  little,  while  I  oiFer  you  a 
few  advices  as  to  the  difcharge  of  your  important  truft; 
And  I  cannot  help  beginning  by  congratulating  you  on 
the  unanimous  call  you  have  received  from  this  people, 
ftowever  defpifed  by  fome,  I  count  it  a  mod  happy  cir- 
cumftance  both  for  you  and  them.  It  introduces  you 
ivith  great  advantage;  It  gives  you  a  fair  and  impartial 
hearing ;  and,  if  you  do  not  preferve  their  efteem  and 
love,  it  will  probably  be,  in  a  great  meafiire^  owing  to 
J^ourfelfi 

I  muft  firfi  of  aii  befeecli  you,  in  the  itloft  darneP  matt- 
hefj  to  be  ftricl  and  frequent,  in  enquiring  into  the  trulh 
and  reality  of  religion  in  your  own  foul.  Petfonal  reli- 
gion is  the  foundation  of  all  relative  duties.  They  can 
fcarcely  be  performed  in  any  tolerable  meafure  Without  it* 
It  is  equally  neceflary  to  your  ufefulnefsi  and  to  yout 
comfort.  It  is  a  difficult  thing,  and  it  is  a  dreadful  things 
to  preach  an  unknown  Saviour.  Examine,  therefore^ 
whether  you  are  *'  born  again  ;'*  whether  you  have  **  paff- 
cd  from  death  to  life ;"  whether  you  are  united  to  Chrift 
by  faith ;  whether  you  knov/  by  experience,  the  difference 
between  a  (late  of  nature  and  a  (late  of  grace,  or  not. 
While  i  (peak  this,  I  a(rure  you,  I  do  not  mean  it,  and  I 
hope  none  will  interpret  it,  aS  any  refleftion  againft,  or 
implying  any  fufpicioti  of  you,  who  have  ^iven  me  no 
caufe.  I  f})eak  it  from  a  deep  impreffion  of  its  impor- 
tance  to  us  all.  How  miferable  a  cafe  is  it,  to  have  it  ai 
our  bufmef»4o  bring  othecs  to  the  kingdom  of  heaven^  and 
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be  ourfelves  at  laft  thruft  out.  A  minifter  is  as  much  lia- 
ble to  felf-deceit  as  any  other,  and  in  fome  refpefts  more 
fo.  We  are  in  danger  of  thinking  ourfelves  too  cafily 
fafe,  by  comparing  that  outward  regularity,  to  which  our 
office  Ltfelf,  even  from  fecular  motives,  obliges  us,  with 
the  licentious  extravagance  of  profane  (inners.  We  may 
alfo  midake  our  frequent  thinking  and  fpeaking  of  the 
**  things  of  God,"  in  the  wliy  of  our  calling,  for  an  evi- 
dence  of  true  religion  in  ourfelves.  Nay,  we  arc  in  dan- 
ger  of  miftaking  thofe  gifts,  with  which  God  fumifheth  us 
for  the  benefit  of  his  own  people,  for  the  fruits  of  the  Spi- 
rit,  and  gracious  difpofitions  in  our  own  hearts.  Main- 
tain, therefore,  a  holy  jealoufy  over  yourfelf.  Give  di- 
**  ligence  to  make  your  calling  and  election  fure."  And, 
if  you  fave  your  own  foul,  you  will  probably  carry  many 
others  with  you  to  a  better  world ;  and  be  able  to  fay,  af- 
ter the  example  of  Chrift,  "  Behold  I,  and  the  children 
•*  whom  God  hath  given  me." 

As  to  the  duties  of  your  office,  fee  that  you  preach  the 
pure  and  uncorrupted  doflrine  of  Chrift.  Preach  Chrift 
crucified,  who  is  "the  way,  and  the  truth,  and  the  life;" 
and  without  whom  "  no  man  can  go  unto  the  Father," 
You  will  never  be  able  to  make  men  truly  good,  till  you 
convince  them  of  their  loft  flate  by  nature ;  and  thence 
make  them  fee  the  necefiity  of  juftification  by  the  free 
grace  of  God,  through  the  imputed  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift. 
If  you  would  know  what  place  Chrift  ought  to  hold  in  your 
preaching  and  fcheme  of  dodlrine,  obferve  what  room  he 
fills  in  the  oracles  of  truch.  To  the  crofs  of  Chrift  give  all 
tlie  prophets  witnefs.  The  crofs  of  Chrift  is  the  fum  and 
fubftance  of  the  New  Teftament.  The  crofs  of  Chrift  is 
the  Chriftian's  hope.  The  crofs  of  Chrift  is  the  Chrif- 
tian's  glory.  You  fee,  by  a  ferious  perufal  of  the  Ncvir 
Tefbment,  that  the  facred  writers  largely  illuftrate  the 
feveral  parts  of  his  charafter  and  office,  and  feem  with 
pleafure  to  embrace  every  opportunity  of  fpeaking  to  his 
praife.  They  fhovv  how  much  we  are  to  depend  upon  him 
for  ftrength  in  the  difcharge  of  our  duty  ;  and  enforce  all 
their  exhortations  by  motives  drawn  from  what  he  hath 
dpne,  and  is  iliil  doing,  for  liis  church  and  people.     You 
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will  fooii  find  from  experience,  that  no  cold  reafonings  on 
the  nature  and  beauty  of  virtue,  can  have  fuch  influence 
in  mortifying  corrupt  afFedtions,  as  a  believing  view  of  i 
pierced  Saviour.  For  this  very  reafon  many  detcft  the 
doftrine  of  the  crofs.  It  gives  a  mortal  blow  to  «very 
darling  luft.  It  gives  fuch  a  view  of  the  holinefs  and  juf- 
tice  of  God,  as  is  intolerable  to  all  ^hofe  who  cannot  think 
of  breaking  their  attachment  to  fm  and  vanity. 

There  is  one  particular  reafon  why  I  have  mentioned 
this  at  prefent,  and  infifted  on  it  at  fome  length.  It  is  or- 
dinary to  meet  with  ferious  perfons  who  complain  much^ 
chat  from  many  pulpits  they  hear  little  or  nothing  of  th6 
dodrine  of  the  grace  of  God ;  that  the  gr^nd  and  leading 
truths  of  the  golpel  are  either  flatly  contradifted,  or  Vtpt 
entirely  out  of  view,  and  fomething  elfe  fubftituted  in  their 
place.  I  am  far  from  faying  that  this  is  indeed  the  cafe. 
On  the  contrary,  I  tremble  to  think  that  it  ihould  be  but 
barely  poflible  ;  for  all  thefe  dodlrine  are  clearly  tontain- 
edin  the  Confeffion  of  Faith,  which  every  minifler  in 
Scotland  has  fubfcribed.  If,  therefore,  there  be  any  one 
among  us,  who  doth  not  preach  the  doftrine  of  original 
fin,  of  Chrift's  imputed  fighteoufnefs,  juftification  byJree 
grace,  the  neceflity  of  regeneration,  and  the  operations  of 
the  Spirit,  he  is  guilty  of  perjury  of  the  worft  kind,  forr 
which  I  know  no  excufe.  Such  a  perfon  is  not  onljr 
chargeable  with  departing  from  the  faith,  but  with  an  abfo- 
lute  proditution  of  confcience,  and  a  whole  life  of  hypQ- 
crify  and  deceit.  I  am  indeed  entirely  at  a  lofs  how  t6 
account  for  this  apprehenfion  in  the  people,  ofadiflference 
in  do£lrine ;  but  as  there  certainly  is  fuch  an  appreheti- 
iion,  I  think  I  cannot  difcharge  my  duty  oi^this  occalioii,, 
without  exhorting  you  to  be  clear  and  e^splicit  upon  thefe 
heads.  The  truth  is,  they  are  of  fo  general  confequence, 
and  have  fo  neceffary  a  connexion  with  every  other  part 
of  religion,  that,  be  the  fubjedl  what  it  will,  wliere  they 
are  firmly  believed,  I  (hould  imagine  the  manner  of  think- 
ing and  fpeaking  would  be  fuch,  as  to  leave  no  jealoufy  of 
an  intended  omiflion. 

This  leads  me  to  exhort  you,  to  preach  pJainly,  or  in  a 
way  that  may  be  level  to  the  capacities  of  the  heiuers,^ 
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both  9S  to  fentlment  and  exprefOon.     God  forbid,  that  I 
ihould  deiire  you  to  ru(h  into  a  pulpit  without  prepara* 
^ion,  to  preach  in  a  diforderly  method,  or  in  a  mean,  flo- 
yenly  or  indecent  ftyle.     All  pains  fhouM  be  taken  to 
^k  put  fit  and  '^  acceptable  words."     But  there  cannot 
jbe  a  greater  abfurdity  in  fpeaking  to  a  multitude  of  com* 
iBon  people,  than  to  difcourfe  in  fuph  a  iliff  and  ab(lra£l 
way,  as  it  is  plainly  impoffible  for  them  to  comprehend. 
Kor  is  it  any  lefs  abfurdity  to  drefs  up  an  harrangue  with 
jixceflive  elegance,  and  a  vain,  ornamented  foppery  of 
ilyle.  Some  difcourfe$  may  very  well  be  likened  to  paint- 
ed windows,  which,  with  fine  colours  upon  themfelve^ 
keep  put  the  light,  and  make  the  hpufe  comfortlefs  and 
^ark.     Such  condud  is  ordinarily  followed  by  thofe,  whQ 
would  vilhngly  repommend  themfelves  to  perfpns  of  bctr 
ter  taile ;  but  it  mud  evidently  render  them  contemptible 
jto  every  pcrfon  of  found  judgment.  However,  it  is  much 
worfe  than  abfurd ;  for  it  is  very  wicked,  when  the  ever- 
lading  falvation  of  fmners  \^  at  (lake,  to  fpeak  in  flich  9 
manner  as  they  cannot  underiland,  or  fuch  as  tenc]^  only 
to  amufe  their  fancy,  and  never  can  reach  their  hearts.    If 
we  would  know  what  is  a  proper  and  juft  manner  of 
ilyle  and  compofition  in  preaching,  let  us  confider  how 
any  man  would  fpeak,  if  he  was  on  trial  for  his  own  life. 
Would  he  not  fpeak  with  great  plainnefs,  earneftnefs  and 
force  ?  And  is  not  the  falvation  of  fouls  of  infinitely  more 
moment  than  any  man'^  life  ?     And  (hould  it  not,  if  we 
believe  the  Scriptures,  be  more  regarded  by  every  faiib- 
JTul  minifter  ? 

You  mud  alfo  take  care  to  preach  experimentally  and 
particularly.  You  will  foon  find  that  this  is  the  only 
profitable  Way  of  preaching,  and  that,  pnlefs  you  apply 
general  truths  to  the  feveral  clafles  and  charaflters  in  your 
audience,  they  will  make  but  a  forry  improvement  of  the 
bed  indru6lion.  The  ignorant  cannot,  and  the  wifer  will 
not  apply  them  to  themlclves,  Befides,  the  general  way 
\s  not  only  ufelcfs  but  pernicious  and  hurtful.  Suppofc 
I  ftiould  make  an  encomium  on  the  wife,  juft  and  gra- 
cious government  of  God  over  his  rational  creation,  and 
cbferye  what  reafon  all  have  to  rejoice  under  bis  adminif- 
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tralion.  Should  I  fay  fo  to  this  audience  without  diflinc*- 
lion,  it  would  be  to  many  a  dangerous  and  flupifying  poi^ 
fon.  A  juft  and  holy  God,  is  a  confuming  fire  to  all  the 
workers  of  iniquity.  ThoCe  who  are  Aill  in  tlieir  fins^ 
fiiould  tremble  to  think  of  the  government  of  God. 

Befides  public  preaching,  you  mull  l^  diligent  among 
your  people  "  from  houfe  to  houfe."  You  muft  not  ne- 
jg\tGt  family  inftructioa,  and  perfonal  admonition  or  re. 
proof.  This  is,  if  not  the  moll  ufeful  part  of  a  minifter'i 
work,  at  lead  abfolutely  neccQary  to  the  fuccefs  of  his 
preaching.  It  is  alfo  by  far  the  moll  laborious  part,  front 
which  flothful  men  are  mod  apt  to  excufe  themfelvcs.  A 
roan  may  gratify  his  vanity  by  preaching,  and  public  pcu 
formances ;  or,  the  negledl  being  vifible,  he  may  be  com« 

Sailed  to  regularity  by  fear  of  reproach  or  pcrfecution. 
ut  diligence  in  private,  can  fcarcely  arife  from  any 
Ihing  but  a  fenfc  of  duty,  and  of  the  prefence  and  obfer« 
nation  of  God. 

The  e^ercife  of  difcipline  is  another  part  of  your  du- 
ty wlych  muft  not  be  omitted.  It  is  of  very  great  mo- 
ment to  the  intercft  of  religion.  It  is  a  faying  of  one  of 
the  firft  reformers,  *'  They  that  defireto  banilh  difciplinc» 
**  defire  to  banilh  Chrift  from  his  church.'*  There  muft 
needs  be  offences  in  the  ChriUian  church.  But  when 
difcipline  is  negle£led,  then  the  offence  becomes  unfpeak- 
ably  more  dangerous,  efpecially  to  the  young  and  weak. 
It  makes  them  think  lightly  of  the  charadler  and  privi- 
leges of  a  Chriftian,  when  there  is  either  a  promifcuous 
admiflion  to  church-communion,  or  when  openly  wicked 
perfons  are  fuffered  to  continue  without  cenlure.  When 
you  come  to  inftrucl  young  perfons,  in  order  to  renewing 
their  baptifmal  engagements  in  the  Lord's  fupper ;  or,  if 
^ver  you  liave  occafion  to  inftrudl  a  heathen  in  order  to  bap- 
tifm,  I  can  alTure  you,  from  experience,  you  will  find  the 
unhappy  effeft  of  the  low  ftaie  of  difcipline  among  us.  It 
r/iil  immediately  llrike  yourfelf,  and  thefe  catechumens 
will  foon  betray,  by  iheirxlifcourfe,  how  hard  it  is  to  have 
ajuftfenfe  of  the  fanftity  of  the  Chriftian  charadler,  while 
{0  many  profane  perfons  are  fuffered  to  be  called  Chrif- 
fi^ns  i  and  not  a  k\f  whofe  conduct  is  very  exceptional>lei 
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continue  to  be  admitted  at  dated  times,  to  the  feals  of 
God's  covenant. 

How  inexcufeable  are  we  in  this  negleft  ?  If  the  firft 
Chridians,  without  the  help  or  fandion  of  an  eftaUifh- 
ment,  kept  fo  ftridl  a  difcipline,  what  might  we  do,  whd 
have  the  countenance  and  approbation  of  the  civil  power. 
In  difcipline  then,  be  ftridl,  regular,  and  impartial.  £fpe- 
cially  be  impartial.  It  is  commonly  want  of  impartiality, 
that  makes  us  fail  in  ftriftnef$.  You  will  have  many 
enemies  to  impartiality  in  difcipline.  You  will  have  the 
great  and  wealthy,  niany  of  whom,  though  they  live  in 
open  defiance  of  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  Chrift,  yet 
will  be  much  offended,  and  complain  of  it  as  a  grievous 
injury,  if  by  a  judicial  fentence  you  deprive  them  of  his 
name.  Nay,  you  will  find  in  every  t:ongregation  fome 
profefling  piety,  who,  though  they  are  well  pleafed  with, 
and  commend  the  ftrift  exercife  of  difcipline  in  the  cafe 
of  others,  yet  when  it  comes  to  touch  themfelves,  or  their 
own  relations,  will  ufe  many  arts  to  evade  it.  But  if 
you  be  firm  and  unbiaffed  in  fo  good  a  caufe,  it  will  have 
a  fenfible  cffett. 

This  leads  me  to  exhort  you  in  the  whole  of  your 
work,  public  and  private,  to  beware  of  the  fin  of  man- 
pleafing.  I  do  not  fay,  beware  of  popularity  :  becuufe, 
in  the  fenfe  to  which  common  language  hath  confined 
that  word,  it  is  but  one  half  of  the  fnare.  Befidcs,  in 
propriety  of  fpeech,  popularity  fliould  fignify  only  being 
accepted  and  beloved,  which  in  itfelf  is  neither  duty 
WOT  fin,  but  a  blefling.  Man- pleafing  fignifies,  in  Scrip- 
ture, having  this  as  the  end  and  motive  of  our  aftions, 
rather  than  being  acceptable  to  God.  You  ought,  in- 
deed, for  edification,  to  avoid  difpleafing  any  without 
necelfity.  But  as  in  this,  fo  in  every  other  thing,  you 
fhould  have  afar  higher  principle,  than  merely  courting 
the  favor  either  of  great  or  fmall,  good  or  bad.  It  is, 
doubtlefs,  a  mean  and  defpicable  principle,  to  a6l  only 
with  a  view  of  gaining  the  applaufe  of  the  vulgar  and 
ignorant.  But  I  have  often  wondered,  how  fome  (hould 
fo  boldly  and  uncharitably  lay  this  to  the  charge  of  their 
brethren,  without  confidering  how  eafy  it  is,  with  at  leal!, 
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equal  juftice,  to  prefume  that  they  are  under  the  influence 
of,  and  afting  with  a  view  to  pleafe  the  great.  I  am 
fure,  there  is  a  much  ftronger  temptation  to  this  than  the 
former.  And,  if  I  am  not  millaken,  fawning  and  fcrvi- 
lity  hath  been  the  road,  in  which  ambitious  and  corrupt 
churchmen  have  travelled  to  preferment  in  every  age. 
The  truth  is,  they  are  equally  deteflable  in  the.  fight  of  God- 
But  the  lad  is  much  more  de(lru£tive  to  the  intereil  of 
religion  than  the  firft.  The  favor  of  the  multitude  can 
fcarcely  be  obtained,  without  either  the  truth  or  the  ap- 
pearance of  piety  ;  but  the  favor  of  the  great  is  often  ob- 
tained by  filence,  and  fuffering  them  in  their  crimes,  be- 
ing affiftant  in  their  pleafures,  or  fubfcrvient  to  their  poli- 
tical defigns. 

To  deliver  you.  Sir,  from  both,  remember  the  condi- 
tion on  which  you  hold  your  office.  *'  Son  of  man,  I 
•*  have  made  thee  a  watchman  to  the  houfe  of  Ifrael :  there^ 
•*  fore  hear  the  word  at  my  mouth,  and  give  them  warning 
**  from  me.  When  I  fay  unto  the  wicked,  Thou  Ihalt 
•*  furely  die ;  and  thou  giveft  him  not  warning,  no^ 
**  fpeakeft  to  wkrn  the  wicked  from  his  wicked  way  to  fave 
**  his  life :  the  fame  wicked  man  fhall  die  in  his  iniquity, 
**  but  his  blood  will  I  require  at  thine  hand.'^a  'Forget 
then  the  foglifh  accufations  of  popularity  or  vanity  ;  and 
confider,  that  your  people  are  daily  carried  to  their  graves, 
and  you  muft  give  an  account  of  every  foul  that  periflies 
through  your  negleft. 

To  conclude,  be  much  in  earned  prayer  to  God,  that 
he  would  fit  you  for  your  work,  and  crown  your  labours 
with  fuccefs.  Prayer  is  abfolutely  neceffary  to  the  ftedfaft- 
nefs  and  growth  of  every  believer,  and  efpecially  to  a  mi- 
nifter.  If  you  believe  the  gofpel,  you  will  believe  that 
•*  every  good  gift  cometh  from  above  ;  that  God  only  can 
make  you  an  able  and  ufeful  pallor  ;  and  this  will  make 
you  importunate  with  him  for  a  plentiful  meafure  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  to  fit  you  for  his  fervice.  And  1  dcfire  to 
join  in  praying,  that  God,  for  Chrift's  fake,  would  make 
you  an  **  able  minifter  of  the  New  Tcftament,*' — and 
help  you  to  preach  the  gofpel,  not  with  the  wifdora  of 
**words,**-^but  with  "the  Holy  Ghoft  fcnt  down  from 
"  heaven." 
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EXHORTATION 

TO    THE 

PEOPLE. 


My  BaEtHUEN,     » 

YOU  have  heard  the  chafge  given  io  yotir  miftiffeft 
Are  there  then,  fo  many  duties  incumbent  on  him 
by  hi8  {landing  in  the  relation  of  a  paftortoyou  I  is  nottbi 
relation  mutual  ?  And  are  there  not  feveral  correfpoat 
dent  duties  incumbent  on  you  as  his  people  ?  I  beg  yoo^ 
patience,  while  I  put  you  in  mind  of  a  few  of  the  moft  im* 
portant  and  neceffary. 

In  the  fir  ft  place,  it  is  evidently  your  duty  diligently 
to  attend  upon  his  miniftry.  It  is  plainly  impoffibie  that 
you  can  profit  by  him,  if  you  do  not  hear  him.  I  am  for- 
ry  that  theie  are  many  in  thefe  days,  who  pour  contempt 
upon  the  ordinances  of  Chrift's  inlVitution.  But  in  par. 
ticular,  there  hath  been,  of  late,  a  great  and  remarkable 
defcrtion  of  public  worfhip  by  thofe  oi  higher  rank.  There 
is  a  happy  opportunity  in  this  cafe  to  put  all  fuch  among 
you  in  mind,  that  having  fubfcribed  a  call  to  their  minif-* 
tcr,  they  ft  and  bound  by  confent  to  attend  upon  him.  Is 
it  not  furprifing  to  think,  that  any  Ihould  forget  the  terms 
in  which  that  invitation  runs.  You  intreat  him  **  to  takd 
**  the  charge  of  your  fouls,  and  promife  him  all  due  obe- 
**  dience  and  fubmiffion  in  the  Lord."  Cati  a  man  honeft- 
ly  fubfcribe  this,  who  fcldom  comes  within  the  walls  of 
any  church  ?  One  would  be  counted  infamous  in  thcfe 
world,  who  ihould  aft  in  the  face  of  a  figned  obligation, 
in  any  other  matter,  or  who  even  ihould  falfify  a  folemn 
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Jplromire.  And,  is  it  lefs  criminal,  becaufe  it  relates  to 
religion  and  the  fervice  di  God  I  It  is  indeed  feldom  re- 
fented  or  punifhed  by  then,  becaufe  the  bffbnce  is  not 
itnmediately  againft  theiri,  but  it  reiti^nil  to  be  {)tinilhed 
by  that  righteous  Gdd,  •*  To  whom  Vengeahce  belongs,— «  ^ 
••  and  wh<5  will  not  be  tnbcked.'^ 

In  the  next  place,  my  bi^ethrch,  Ifct  mfc  intrekt  y6u  t* 
be  tender  of  the  character  of  ybur  minifier,  and  of  mini- 
fters  in  general.  As  their  o^ce  m^kes  the  giiilt  of  theii^ 
fins  great,  and  as  a  (tain  ctn  theii'  charaftet  \t  ihbft  hurt- 
ful to  religion^  on  both  accounts,  you  ought  not  rafiily  td 
receive  an  accufation  againft  them.  1  do  not  tiiean  to  alk 
indulgence  to  the  unworthy,  t  give  them  tip  freely  t6  that 
reproach  and  Coiltempt  which  they  juftly  defervc.  But 
Ifet  it  fait  upon  the  perfoii,  and  n6t  upon  the  office.  D(S 
ilot  transfer  the  faults  of  particulars  to  the  ^hole  Order.  It 
\k  eafy  to  obferve  the  different  reception  Which  the  faults  ot 
thifcarfiages  of  mjnifters  meet  with,  from  |)eHbnS  differ- 
ently difpofed.  The  good  art  affcfted  with  grief  ahd  con-i 
cem  for  the  otfence,  or  filled  with  ^eal  and  indignation 
againft  the  fmner.  But  lodfe  atid  carelefs  perfonS  difpa^ 
rtige  the  profelflon,  and  blefi^  themfelves  iii  their  oWn  uni- 
fbmiity  and  confiftency  of  character.  You  majr  fpart 
your  reflections,  **  That  minifters  are  but  meti,  tninifieri 
•«  are  but  like  other  mcti,*^  arid  the  like.  When,  I  affurd 
you,  we  deny  it  not.  We  hate  all  the  fame  great  intereft 
at  ftake.  We  often  fpeak  the  more  eameftly  td  you,  left^ 
While  We  preach  the  gbfpel  to  others,  we  Ourfelvesfhould. 
l>e  caftaways ;  and  many  times  defcribe  the  Workings  of 
ti  deceitful,  wandering,  flothful,  worldly  mind,  by  ts^ng 
ihe  copy  from  our  oWn. 

It  falls  very  properly  in  my  Way  on  this  occafion,  to 
take  notice  of  a  reproach  thrown  upon  minifters,  by  the 
miilake  or  perverfion  of  two  of  the  queftions  ufually  put 
at  an  ordination,  and  which  you  have  juft  heard  put  to 
your  minifter.  They  are  fuppofed  by  many  to  be  fuch  zt 
no  man  can  anfwer  with  truth,  and  fo  quite  improper  to 
lie  put  at  all.  The  firft  of  them  is  in  the  following  terms, 
*•  Are  not  zeal  for  the  honor  of  God,  love  to  Jefus  Chrift« 
••  and  dcfire  of  faving  your  fouls,  your  great  motives,  and 
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*^  chief  indccementSi-  to  enter  tnto  the  fun£lion  of  the  bos* 
*^  ly  minidry,  and  not  worldly  defigns  and  interelU.* 
Thi»  is  malicioufly  interpreted  to  fuppofe,  that  a  tninider 
in  accepting  ofa  fixed  charge,  hath  no  view  or  intention, 
primary  or  fecondary,  of  being  provided  of  a  mainte* 
nance.  This  would  be  both  unnatural  and  onreafonaUe. 
^\  They  that  ferve  at  the  altar,  mull  live  by  the  allar.^ 
The  plain  meanrng  is,  'thzt  the  great  motives  of  a  mi- 
nifter,  in  confecrating  himfelf  to  this  employment^  and 
accepting  the  particular  ftation  affigned  him,  ought  to  be 
the  honor  of  God>  and  intered  of  religion^  as  exprefled 
above.  And  furely,  that  this  fiioukl  be  die  cafe,-  had» 
nothing  rn  it  incredible  in  our  country,  the  prcn'ifion  for 
the  minillry  not  being  fo  large,  biH  a  man  of  t9lerable 
abiFities  hath  a  much  greater  hazard  of  rifing  to  wealtb 
and  dignity  in  many  other  employments.  But  alas  I  how 
ignorant  are  they  who  cavil  at  this  queftion  ?  Do  they 
not  know  that  every  Chridian  is  bound  habitually  and  fu- 
premely  to  regard  the  glory  of  God  in  aH  his  a£lions  ? 
This  is  not  peculiar  to  mmifters^  except  fo  far  as  they 
ought  to  be  exemplary  in  every  thing.  Wo  to  every  man 
in  this  aflembly,  be  his  employment  what  it  will,  if  he 
cloes  not  habitually  point  his  whole  actions  to  the  glory  of 
Cod.  *'  Yc  are  not  your  own  ^  ye  are  lx)ught  with  a:  price  r 
•*  therefore  glwify  God  with  your  bodies,  and  your  fpirits^ 
•*  which  are  God's."^ 

The  other  queftion  is  this,  "  Have  you  ufed  any  undue 
•*  metl>ods  by  yourfelf  or  others,  in  procuring  this  call  i^ 
It  is  iinpoflible  to  find  fault  with  this  queftion,  but  by  leav- 
ing out  the  word,  undue.  And  indeed,  it  is  fo-far  from 
being  wrong,  that  there  would  be  no  harm  if  it  were  more 
particularly  explained.  It  was  probably  intended  to  dif- 
courage  all  briguing  and  folicitation,  other  than  a  mar/s 
real  chara(!:\er  does  for  itfelf,  or  the  free  unbiafled  judgment 
eif  others^  inclines  them  to  do  in  his  behalf.  I  apprehend 
it  does  reach  a  reproof  to  all  thofe,  who  either  promote 
©r  hinder  fcttlemcntSjfrwn  political  connexions,  or  in 
expectation  of  temporsu  favors  and  to  thofe  who,  by  pro- 
MMfesor  threatnings,  endeavour  to  influence  tlieir  inferiors 
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Hi  ruch  a  caufe.  In  the  mean  time,  I  dare  fay  it  will  be 
allowed,  that  any  thing  of  this  kind  done  by  a  minifier 
himfelf,  or  at  his  direftion,  in  his  own  favor,  would  be  very 
wrong :  and,  blefled  be  God,  it  is  at  prefent  among  us  con- 
ftderoi  as  highly  indecent  and  criminal. 

I  muft  alio  put  you  in  mind  of  the  great  duty  of  family 
inftruAion  and  gorvemment.  Heads  of  families  mud  pre* 
pare  their  children  and  fervants  for  receiving  benefit  by 
public  inftru£tion,  and  endeavor  by  repetition  to  fix  it  in 
their  minds.  It  is  our  duty  to  fpeak  plainly,  no  doubt ; 
but  it  is  impoilible,  preferving  the  dignity  of  the  pulpit,  to 
fpeak  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  be  underflood  by  thofe  who 
have  had  no  previous  inflruction  in  a  familiar  way.  It  is 
like  calling  feed  upon  an  unopened,  unprepared  foilf 
which  takes  no  root,  and  brings  forth  no  fruit  Is  it  not 
hard,  that,  when  many  are  fo  ready  to  find  fault  with 
every  negleA  of  minifters,  and  fometimes  expect  more 
work  firom  one,  than  ten  can  perform,  they  fiiould  take  fo 
little  pains  in  their  families,  thefe  fmaller  diftrifls,  which 
are  committed  to  their  own  charge. 

To  conclude  all,  Strive  together  with  your  minifter  in 
your  prayers  to  God  for  him.  There  is  no  way  more 
effeflual  to  prepare  him  for  ferving  you  in  the  gofpel, 
and  there  is  no  way  more  proper  for  preparing  you  to 
attend  upon  his  miniflry.  If  you  make  confcience  of 
this  duty,  you  will  come  to  receive  the  anfwer  of  your 
prayers,  and  indeed  to  hear  the  word  of  God.  Alas ! 
that  there  flioukl  be  fo  few  of  our  hearers  of  this  charita- 
ble,  fympathifing  kind.  We  have  fome  ftupid  and  in- 
lenfible  hearers,  fome  proud  and  difdainful  hearers,  many 
criticifmg  and  cenfuring  hearers,  but  few  praying  hearers. 
Let  all  that  fear  God  give  themfelves  to  this  duty.  And 
let  them  not  only  remember  that  corner  of  God's  vine- 
yard in  which  their  own  lot  is  cad,  but  the  kingdom  of 
Chrift  in  general ;  and  pray,  that  his  name  may  be  great, 
**  from  the  rifing  of  the  fon,  unto  his  going  down.'* 
AiWJQu 
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Prater  for  National  Prosperity  and  for  the  RRViV|4k( 
of  Religion  infeparably  conae^d* 


SERMON  40. 


-Preached  on  Thurfday,  February  16,  1758,  being  the  day 
appointed  in  Scotland  for  the  late  Publi&  Faft. 


ISAIAH,    U.  9. 

Jxvciify  awake  J  put  on  strength^  0  arm  of  the  LORD: 
Awake  as  in  the  ancient  days  in  the  generations  of  oldm 
Art  not  thou  it  that  hath  cut  Rahab  and  wounded  thf 
dragon. 

My  Brethren, 

WE  are  this  day  called  by  our  fovereign  to  the  duty 
of  folemn  fading  and  humiliation,  and  to  earned 
prayer  for  the  bleiling  of  God  on  his  councils  and  arms. 
Keligion  an4  humanity  confpire  in  urging  us  to  a  hearty 
compliance,  efpecially  while  public  affairs  wear  fo  threat- 
jdning  an  afpe£t.  It  ought  alfo  to  awaken  the  attention, 
^nd  increafe  the  ferioufnels  of  every  particular  worftiip- 
ing  aflembly,  that  they  are  joining  with  fo  many  others 
in  intreating  deliverance  from  thefe  national  calamities^ 
in  which  all  are  equally  concerned. 

We  have  often,  for  fome  years  pad,  profeifed  to  humble 
ourfelves  in  the  fight  of  Ood,  and  have  done  it,  alas  !  with 
a  ihamefu!  coldnefs  and  indifference,  or  with  an  hypocri* 
ly  fiill  more  criminal.  But  it  is  reitiarkable,  that  fuch  is 
|iK  ^ti)ati9|i  of  #ur9  at  prefent,  as  hath  givm  an  alarin 
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•vcn  to  fome  of  the  moft  infenrible,  and  conftraioed  them 
to  confider  thi«  duty  as  now  fomewhat  more  than  a  form. 
There  has  been  for  fome  time  pad,  fuch  a  continuance 
and  increafe  of  public  judgments,  fuch  a  feries  of  abortive 
projedts,  and  broken  difconcerted  fchemes,  as  makes  the 
moil  obdinate  and  inconfiderate  (land  and  paufe,  and  feri^ 
oufly  aik,  Is  there  not  a  caufe  ? 

Our  fetting  apart  this  day,  and  applying  ourfelves  to 
the  duty  of  failing  and  prayer,  imfdies  a  confefEon  of  the 
power  and  providence  of  God. 

It  implies,  that  we  believe  in  him,  as  the  Almighty 
Creator,  and  righteous  Governor  of  the  world ;  the  fu- 
preme  Difpofer  of  every  went,  and  fovereign  Arbiter  of 
the  fate  of  nations.  How  were  it  to  be  wiihed,  that  there 
was  a  juft  fenfe  of  this  truth  on  the  minds  of  ail  of  every 
rank !  And  that,  in  all  who  are  in  any  meafure  lincere 
pn  this  occafion,  the  impreffion  may  hot  be  tranfient  and 
partial,  but  lailing  and  effeftual !  It  (hould  excite  us  to  a 
holy  jealoufy  over  ourfelves,  that  we  have  fo  often  eflayed 
the  like  duty  without  any  apparent  fuccefs.  *^  Is  there  un» 
^  righteoufnefs  with  God  ?  God  forbid  !"  The  fault, 
doubtlefs,  lies  in  ourfelves.  Our  falls  have  not  been  fuch 
as  God  has  chofen,  and  therefore  he  hath  refufed  to  hear 
our  prayers. 

In  general,  no  doubt  the  evidence  and  the  effeft  of  an 
acceptable  fz^ft,  is  repentance  compleated  by  reformationr 
Where  this  is  wanting,  we  are  julUy  liable  to  the  charge 
brouglit  by  the  prophet  Ifaiah  again il  the  children  of  Ifrael, 
♦*  Bring  no  more  vain  oblations,  incenfe  is  an  abominati- 
^^  on  unto  me,  the  new  moons  and  fabbaths,  the  calling  of 
^*  aflfemblies  I  cannot  away  with,  it  is  iniquity,  even  the 
»'  folemn  meeting.  Your  new  moons,  and  your  appoint- 
♦*  ed  fieafls  my  foul  hatcth,  they  are  a  trouble  unto  me,  I 
^'  am  weary  to  bear  them.  And  when  ye  fpread  forth 
^*  your  hands,  I  will  hide  mine  eye^  from  you  :  yea,  when 
**  ye  make  many  prayers,  I  will  not  hear ;  your  hands  arc 
>*  full  of  blood.*'^  There  is  no  quellion  but  the  unre* 
ftraincd  flood  of  impiety  which  has  overfpread  diis  nation, 
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Solicits  divine  vengeance,  and  prevents  the  efficacy  evert 
of  the  fincere  prayers  that  are  offered  up  for  deliverance 
and  mercy.  But  as,  with  refpeck  to  particular  perfons, 
every  error  or  defeat  in  praftice  is  the  confequence  of  an 
erroneous  of  defeflive  principle,  as  every  vicious  aftion 
proceeds  from  an  impure  heart;  fo,  in  a  national  capacity, 
I  am  perfuaded  that  our  fading  and  prayer  has  been  fun- 
damentally wrong,  or  eflentially  defeflive  in  itfelf,  and 
therefore,  has  been  followed  l^  little  or  no  feixfible  fruit ; 
or  rather  that  impiety,  which  it  ihould  have  removed,  it 
hath  only  contributed  to  increafe. 

For  this  reafon  my  intention  at  this  time  is  to  point 
out  to  you  what  is  the  juft  and  proper  objedt  of  prayer  for 
divine  aid  in  a  time  of  public  calamity,  as  well  as  the 
great  encouragement  to  its  exercife.  For  this  there  is  a 
proper  foundation  in  the  pai&ge  of  Scripture  juft  read  in 
your  hearing.  In  the  former  part  of  the  chapter,  the  pro- 
phet  had  pronounced  many  gracious  promifes,  of  inward 
and  fpiritual  profperity,  and  of  outward  protedlion  and  fe- 
curity  to  the  church,  though  furrounded  and  threatened, 
by  enemies  to  her  interefis  in  both  rcfpedls.  He  then 
changes  the  form  of  his  difcourfe,  perfonatcs  believers^ 
and  in  their  name,  as  one  of  them,  addrefles  to  God  tlie 
prayer  in  the  text,  "  Awake,  awake,  put  on  flrength,  O 
**  arm  of  the  Lord :  awake  as  in  the  ancient  days,  in  the 
**  generations  of  old :  art  not  thou  it  that  hath  cut  Rahab 
•*  and  wounded  the  dragon  ?" 

The  beauty  and  ftrength  of  this  language,  the  juftnefs 
and  force  of  the  figures  here  ufed,  it  is  almoft  impoffible 
to  overlook.  The  prophet  prays  for  fuch  a  difplay  of  di- 
vine power  and  mercy  as  might  be  fignal  and  fenfible* 
••  Awake,  awake,  put  on  ftrength,"  that  is,  exert  thy 
power,  difcover  thy  glory  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  that  thy 
prcfent  forbearance  may  be  like  the  vigor  of  a  waking 
man,  compared  to  the  defencelefs  and  inaftive  ftate  of 
one  that  isfaft  aflecp.  •*  O  arm  of  the  Lord."  This  ex- 
preffion,  the  arm  of  the  Lord,  with  the  addition  of  making 
hare  his  holy  arm,  is  frequently  ufed  in  Scripture  ;  and  it 
is  fo  ftrong,  and  at  the  fame  time,  fo  intelligible  a  figure, 
fbat  it  h  impoflMe  to  amplify  or  explain,  without  weak* 
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ening  it.  In  the  laft  part  of  the  verfe,  he  animates  lui 
own  faith,  and  enforces  his  requeft,  by  calling  to'  remem* 
brance  pad  tranfaflions,  and  former  difplaysof  the  poweif 
and  grace  of  an  unchangeable  God.  By  Rabab  afld  the 
dragon  we  are  to  undettland  Egypt  and  her  king,  as  ap^ 
pears  by  comparing  other  paflages  of  Scripture,  particular- 
ly by  Pf.  Ixxxvi.  4.  and  Ezek.  sxix.  3.  thelsft  of  which 
runs  thus  :  *^  Thus  faith  the  Lord,  Behold,  I  afn  ag^ttlft 
^  thee,  Pharaoh  king  of  Egypt,  the  great  dragon  that  lieth 
**  in  the  midft  of  his  rivers  :  which  hath  faid,  my  river  iS 
•*  mine  own,  and  I  have  made  it  for  myfelf." 

In  dicourfmg  on  this  fubje£t,  what  I  propofe,  through 
the  alliflance  of  divine  grace,  is, 

I.  To  point  out  to  you  the  import  of  this  prayer  in  tte 
firR  part  of  this  paffage,  "  Awake,  awake,  put  on  flrength| 

•*  O  arm  of  the  Lord/' 

II.  To  confider  the  encouragement  included  in  the  laff 
part  of  it,  "  Awake  as  in  ancient  days,  in  the  generations 
•'  of  old :  art  not  thou  it  that  hath  cut  Rahab,  and  wound^ 
•*  ud  the  dragon  ?'* 

III.  To  apply  the  fubjefl  to  our  prefcnt  fituation* 

And  we  are  to  confider, 

I.  The  meaning  and  import  of  the  prayer.'  "  Awakcy 
•'  awake,  put  on  (Irength,  O  arm  of  the  jLord.'^  And  in 
this  I  have  no  hope  either  of  inftrufting  or  perfuading  any 
but  thofe  who  have  fome  meafiire  of  real  religion,  who  do 
iinfeignedly  believe,  and  will,  when  called  upoft,  fecolleft 
the  conftant  fuperintendency  of  Divine  Providence.  Thefc 
only  will  be  fenfible  that,  as  every  event  is  direfted  and 
over-ruled  by  the  Almighty,  fo  there  are  righteous,  wife 
and  gracious  purpofcs  to  be  ferved  by  them.  All  men  it 
is  true,  are  ready  to  complain  under  diftrefs.  The  mo(! 
wicked  and  profligate,  *'  when  the  waters  afe  gone  into 
•|  their  foul,"  when  they  feel  their  mifery,  will  cry  for  re- 
lief. And,  as  they  will  turn  them  on  every  hand,  and 
lay  hold  on  every  twig  that  may  afford  the  Icall  piofpe6l of 
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Wing  dicm  from  finking,  fo  the  terror  of  divinle  power, 
with  which  public  calamity  is^fometimes  ?iccompaniea^ 
Will  even  make  them  cry  unto  God.  But  there  is  a  great 
difierehce,  between  this  complaint  of  the  miferabte,  and 
the  prayer  bf  &ith,  which  proceeds  uponjuil  views  of  the 
nature  apd  government  of  God,  and  is  affured  of  iuccefs. 
It  riiay  Ibnietinies  pleafe  God  to  make  iife  of  defcilatih^ 
judgments  or  alarming  public  (Irokes  to  awaken  a  fecore 
thoughtlefs  genet'ation;  but  dutiful,  acceptable  and  luc- 
^efsful  prayef  f6r  their  removal,  can  only  be  the  work  <rf 
his.  .own  children. 

Perhaps  it  may  be  thought  unneceffary  todireft  perfcng 
bf  this  charafter  to  the  proper  object  of  their  prayers,  as 
they  miift  be  fuppofed  habitually  to  flow  from  right. prin« 
^iples,  and  to  point  at  ju(t  and  warrantable  ends.  But  it 
is  certain,  that,  \Vhcn  wickednefs  and  profahenefs  greatly 
and  univeffally  prevail  in  any  nation,  the  real  iervants  of 
Cod  are  not  only  few  in  number,  but  even  this  little  flock, 
Always  receives  fbme  degree  of  ihfe£iibn.  This  we  are 
taught  to  expedi  by  our  blefled  Saviour,  who  fays,  **  Arid 
^^  becaufe  iniquity  fhall  abound,  the  love  of  many  ftiali 
**  wix  cold."  They  niay  both  be  negligent  and  defec- 
tive in  their  diity,  reftfainihg  prayer  before  God,  and  may- 
be in  a  great  meafure  unmindful  of  the  great  and  princi* 
j>al  views  with  which  they  bught  to  offer  up  their  inter- 
beffory  requefts.  But,  hoping  that  all  fucli  among  you  as 
are  jiifliy  liable  to  this  charge,  will  difcem  the  light,  and 
ieel  the  force  of  divine  truth,  it  is  my  deiire  to  ftir  lip  your 
J)ure  rhihds  by  way  of  remembrance. 

And,  ill  general,  fuch  a  petition  as  this,  *' Awake, 
**  awake,  put  on  ftreiigth,  O  arm  of  the  lord,*'  fuggefis  to 
lis,  that  our  prayers  foi*  divine  interpofitioh  and  deliver^ 
ance  iVom  puolic  calamities  fhould  be  fupremely  dire£ted 
to  the  glory  of  God.  This,  as  it  is,  upon  the  Whole,  the 
ieadihg  pUrpofe  of  every  real  believer,  fo  it  ought  to  hallow 
every  fmgle  aftion,  and  purify  every  particular  defire. 
Therefore  our  prayers  muft  be  conceived  in  fuch  a  manner, 
and  our  defires  after  deliverance  muft  be  fo  qualified,  that 
the  fupreme  honor  due  to  God  may  ht  preserved  invio* 
late^  that  duty  may  maintain  its  precedency  before  i^tcr- 
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eft,  and  Hn  rtiay  I^  flill  more  feared  and  avoided  than  fuf- 
fering;.  The  great  end  both  of  perfonal  affliftion,  and  na- 
tional corredlion,  is  to  weaken  our  attachment  to  prefent 
and  temporal  enjoyment,  by  ftaining  its  glory,  and  con- 
vincing us  of  its  vanity.  If  then  our  chief  or  only  aim, 
in  afldng  deliverance  from  outward  calamity,  is  that  wc 
may  again  recover  the  eafe  and  quiet  of -fecurity,  and  the 
pleafure  of  plenty,  though  we  may  fcem  to  honor  God  by 
imploring  his  aid>  yet  is  our  homage  really  given  to  a  len- 
fual  idol. 

That  this  is  neither  impoffible  nor  unfrequent,  is  plain 
from  the  hiHory  of  the  children  of  ffrael.  They  often  ap- 
plied to  God  in  tl'*eir  ftraits :  "  When  he  flew  them,  then 
•*  they  fought  him,  they  returned  and  enquired  early  af- 
**  ter  God.*'a  But  this  fort- of  feeking,  merely  for  pre- 
fent relief,  or  temporal  mercies,  was  far  from  bein^:  ac- 
ceptable to  him.  We  are  told,  that  it  was  templing  God, 
thus  •'  to  aik  meat  for  their  luft."^  In  oppoGtion  to  this, 
let  us  look  into  the  grounds  affigned  in  Scripture  for  God's 
granting  deliverance,  and  thence  learn  with  what  views 
we  ought  to  implore  ir.  The  Pfalmifl  fays,  *•  Never- 
••  thckfs  he  favedthem  for  his  name's  fake,  that  he  might 
•*  miikc  Ills  mighty  power  to  be  known.'V  And  the  pro- 
phet Ezckic-1,  "  But  I  wrought  for  my  name's  fake,  that 
**  it  (liould  not  be  polluted  bcTore  the  Heathen  among 
••  whom  they  were,  in  whofe  fight  I  made  myfelf  kno)^!! 
"  to  them,  in  bringing  tl  em  forth  out  of  ihe  land  of  Egypt." 

But  in  order  to  illuftrate  this  a  litlle  further,  oblcrve, 
that  ajufl  regard  to  the  ^lory  of  God,  in  our  prayers,  im- 
plies the  two  following  things.  In  the  firll  place.  That  we 
expc£l  deliverance  from  God  alone,  defirc  that  it  may  be 
attended  with  fuch  circumftances  as  his  hand  and  power 
may  be  feen  in  it,  and  are  willing  to  acknowledge  him  as 
the  fui)rcme  and  only  Author  of  it.  This  is  plainly  in- 
cluded in  the  words  of  the  prophet,  **  Awake,  awake,  put 
*^  on  ftrcngth  O  arm  of  the  Lord."  As  if  he  had  laid,  In 
thee  alone  isci:r  hope  ;  ''  curfed  be  the  man  that  makelh 
•*  fklh  his  arm,"    A  profane  irreligious  people  arc  always 
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prone,  ia  undertaking  any  enterprize,  to  put  their  truft 
in  human  prowefs,  to  glory  and  boaft  in  the  greatnefs  of 
.  their  ftrength.  And  when  they  are  difappointed  in  their 
expedlations,  they  are  ready  to  dwell  io  much  upon  fe* 
cond  caules,  that  they  entirely  overlook,  or  are  with  great 
difficulty  brought  to  acknowledge  the  fupreme  agency  of^- 
God.  We  may,  liowever  be  fenfible,  by  his  taking,  to 
himfelffo  often,  in  Scripture,  thetitleof  the  Lordofhods^ 
*'  great  in  might  and  ilrong  in  battle,"  that  fuch  conduft 
is  robbing  him  of  the  glory  that  is  juflly  his  due*  M$u 
ny  are  the  warnings  we  have  in  the  word  of  God  not 
to  place  too  much  confidence  in  any  human  means  of 
fafety.  **  Put  not  your  truft  in  princes  (fays  the  Pfalmift) 
•*  nor  in  the  fon  of  man  in  whom  there  is  no  help,fl  There 
**  is  no  king  faved  by  the  multitude  of  an  hoft :  a  mighty 
^*  man  is  not  delivered  by  much  ilrength.  An  horfe  is  fn 
•*  vain  thing  for  fafety,  neither  can  he  deliver  any  by  his 
**  great  ftrength/'^  And  there  is  no  Scripture  truth  more 
frequently,  or  more  fenfibly  confirmed  in  the  courfe  of 
providence.  How  often  do  we  find,  both  in  former  and 
later  agcs^  the  events  of  war  diametrically  oppofite  to  the 
greateft  human  probability,  and  the  mod  confident  hu« 
man  expeAation  ? 

Now  prayer  for  divine  interpofition  fliould  always  bo 
made  under  a  deep  impreffion  of  this  truth.  And  indeed 
WjB  fhall  never  come  to  importunity  and  fervency  in 
prayer  for  fuch  a  mercy,  till  we  are  fomewhat  affcfted 
with  it.  All  the  honor  that  is  given  to  man  is  taken  from 
God.  All  trull  and  dependance  on  human  means  as  fuch, 
or  on  their  own  account,  divides  and  weakens  our  reli* 
ance  on  God.  But  when  he  is  confidered  as  the  fingle 
and  only  fource  of  relief,  we  apply  with  that  ardor  and 
earnellnefs  which  neceflity  and  extremity  fuggeft.  Thi^j 
doth  not  hinder  the  diligent  ufe  and  application  of  outward 
means,  but  keeps  them  in  their  proper  place,  induces  us 
to  aik  the  divine  blefling  upon  them,  and  prevents  us  from 
provoking  the  divine  jealoufy  by  itjolizing  and  trulling  ia 
them. 
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It  ought  alfo  to  be  our  defire^  tliat  the  glory  of  divine 
power  may  vifibly  fhine  in  our  deliverance ;  not  only 
that  his  hand  may  do  it,  but  that  his  hand  may  be  feen  in 
ft,  and,  if  pofljble.  to  the  convi£tion  of  all.  Notliing  i^ 
inore  impious,  and  nothing  more  provoking  to  God,  than 
when  men  arrogate  to  themfelves  the  honor  of  what  they 
jiave  done  by  his  help,  or  acquired  by  the  bounty  of  his 
providence.  Here  tlie  language  of  the  proud  monarch  of 
the  eall,  ^'  Is  not  this  great  Babylon  that  I  have  built,  for 
•'  the  hbufe  of  the  kingdom,  by  the  might  of  my  power, 
U  and  for  the  honor  of  my  majefty  ?"a  But  mark  the 
nnexpefled  change  bv  the  more  powerful  word  of  the 
King  of  Ungs.  **  When  the  word  was  in  the  king's 
"mouth  there  fell  a  voice  from  heaven,  faying,  O  King 
f«  Nebuchadnezzar,  to  thee  it  is  fpoken,  the  kingdom  is 
f*jieparted  from  thee."i  How  often  in  Scripture  is  the 
de(lru£lion  and  punilhment  of  king^  and  princes  afcribed 
to  their  felf-fufficiency,  infolence  and  pride  ?  Thus  in 
that  remarkable  prophecy  ag?Lin(l  the  kiqg  of  Babylon: 
^^  For  thou  had  faid  in  thine  heart,  I  will  afcend  into 
•*  heaven,  I  will  exalt  my  throne  abqve  the  ftars  of  God : 
*^i  will  fit  alfo  upoh  the  mount  of  the  congregation  in 
"  the  fides  of  the  north.  I  will  afcei>d  above  the  heights 
•*  of  the  clouds.  I  will  be  like  the  mod  High.  Yet  thou 
•*fhalt  be  brought  down  to  hell,  to  the  fides  of  the  pit. 
•'  They  that  fee  thee,  fhall  narrowly  look  upon  thee  and 
•*confider  thee,  faying.  Is  this  the  n^an  that  made  the 
•*  earth  to  tremble,  that  did  fhake  kingdoms  ?  That  made 
•*  the  world  a$  a  wildernefs,  and  deftroyed  the  cities  there- 
•*  of;  that  opened  not  the  houfe  of  his  prifoners  V^c  How 
ftrongly  does  this  prove,  that  in  order  to  pray  acceptably 
for  the  interpofition  of  divine  Providence,  we  fhoiild  be 
willing  that  God  alone  fhould  have  the  honor  entire  and 
undivided.  *'  That  the  lofty  looks  of  man  fhould  be  hum- 
"  bled,  and  the  haughtinefs  of  man  fhould  be  bpwcd  down, 
"  and  the  Lord  alone  exalted  in  that  day.'*flf  Was  it  not 
thus  that  the  ancient  \varriors  of  the  holy  nation  fought  and 
profpered  ?    In  confidence  of  divine  aid,  or  refigned  to 
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^e  divine  will,  they  went  out  and  played  the  men  6r 
^ctr  people  and  the  cities  of  their  God.  And  when  thcjr 
Jiad  done  fo,  they  acknowledged  that  hi3  right  hand  and 
his  holy  arm  had  gotten  HtM  the  vi6lory.  See  the  fong 
•f  Mofes  on  hi^  viftory  over  the  Egyptians.  *^  Thy  right 
hand,  O  Lord,  is  become  glorious  in  power :  Thy  righ| 
^  hand,  O  Lord,  has  cjafhed  in  pieces  the  enemy.  Anc| 
.•^  in  the  greatnefs  of  thine  cKcellency  thou  haft  overthrown 
^  them  that  rofe  up  againft  thee  :  Thou  fenteft  forth  thy 
>^  wrath,  which  confumed  them  as  ftubble<7.*' 

I  capnpt  conclude  this  branch  of  the  fubje£l  withoflt 
pbfcrving,  that  we  have  had  in  the  courfc  of  Providence 
a  very  recent  inftance,  both  of  a  Angular  appearance  of 
the  hand  of  God  in  defence  of  a  righteous  caufe,  andm 
modeft  afcription  of  it  to  the  power  of  the  Higheft.  That 
prince,  who  appears  now  to  be  the  chief  outward  fuppoit 
pfthe  proteftant  caufe  in  Europe,  .has  been  enabled  lite- 
rally (according  to  the  ancient  promife)  **  with  five  t0 
^^  chafe  a  hundred,  and  with  a  hundred  to  put  ten  thou* 
.**  fand  to  flight."  The  greateft  earthly  potentates  hac| 
combined  againft  him  and  confpired  his  ruin.  AfTured 
pi  vi£lory,  they  were  forging  chains  for  his  follower^ 
and  dividing  his  inheritance  by  lot.  But  in  the  name  of 
tlie  Lord  he  fet  up  bis  ftandard.  The  Lord  turned  the 
jcounfels  of  his  enemies  into  confufion.  His  vifloricf 
have  been  numerous,  extraordinary  and  important. 
And  he  hath  all  along  avoided  boafiing  and  vain-glory, 
and  pioufly  acknpwledged  that  ^^  Solvation  belongeth  iin. 
^o  God.'* 

In  the  fecond  place,  in  applying  to  God  for  an  extnuxv 
flinary  interpofition  of  his  providence,  we  ought  alfo  tn 
•pray  for  a  difpenfation  of  his  grace  and  mercy.  Wheii 
we  pray  that  the  arm  of  the  Lord  may  awake  ai>d  put  oa 
ftrengtb,  it  (hould  be  that  a  revival  of  religion  may  ac- 
{company  temporal  relief,  and  that  by  a  plentifi|l  efTufuni 
p(  the  Holy  Spirit  many  finners  may  be  delivered  from 
|he  wqrft  of  bondage,  and  brought  to  the  glorious  liberty 
^f  the  children  of  God.    As  this  fhould  be  in  itfelf  the 
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objeffc  of  our  defire,  fo  it  (houkl  be  infeparably  joined 
with  the  other,  and  their  mutual  connexion  (lill  kept  in 
view.  Temporal  mercies  to  a  nation,  as  well  as  to  par- 
ticular  perfons,  ought  always  to  be  made  fubfervient  to  the 
promoting  of  truth  and  righteoufnefs.  It  is  remarkable, 
that  thefe  two  things  are  always  joined  in  Scripture.  And, 
indeed,  if  temporal  mercies  be  confidered  in  the  light  I 
formerly  mentioned,  it  is  impoflible  that  they  can  be 
afunder.  Let  any  one  confult  the  interceffory  prayers  in 
which  deliverance  from  external  calamity  is  intreated, 
the  prophecies  in  which  it  is  promifed,  or  the  fongs  of 
praife  in  which  it  is  celebrated,  and  he  will  find,  that  the 
purity  and  fpiritual  profperity  of  God's  heritage  is  (lill 
kept  in  view.  They  are  confidered  as  involved  in  one 
smother,  and  the  one,  as  only  valuable,  becaufe  leading 
to  the  other.  Inflead  of  enumerating  many  parages,  I 
Ihall  only  mention  one  of  the  prophet  Ifaiah.  <^AndI 
"  will  turn  mine  hand  upon  thee,  and  purely  purge  away 
^^  all  thy  drofs  and  take  away  all  thy  tin.  And  I  will  re* 
*^  {lore  thy  judges  as  ^t  the  fird,  and  thy  counfellors  as 
**  at  the  beginning  :  Afterward  thou  fhalt  be  called  the 
*'  pity  of  righteoufnefs,  the  faithful  city.  Zion  fliall  be 
"redeemed  with  judgment,  and  her  converts  with  righte- 
"oufnefs/' 

And,  my  brethren,  is  not  the  arm  of  the  Lord  and  the 
glory  of  his  power  particularly  difplayed,  when  the  influ. 
ence  and  dominion  of  error  isdcllroyed,  and  the  obftina- 
cy  and  rebellion  of  finners  is  fubdued  ?  This  is  a  more 
extraordinary,  as  well  as  a  more  excellent  elTedt  of  pow« 
cr,  than  producing  the  greatell  changes  in  our  outward 
ftate  and  condition.  It  fcems  to  be  on  this  account  that, 
in  Scripture,  the  Saviour  of  finners,  the  king  of  Zion,  is 
fo  often  reprefented  as  glorious  in  his  perfqn,  and. great  in 
his  power,  '*  For  unto  us  a  child  is  born,  unto  us  a  foa 
**  is  given,  and  the  government  (IklII  l>e  upon  his  flioul- 
"  der,  and  his  name  Ihall  be  called  Wonderful,  Counfcl- 
"  lor,  the  mighty  God,  the  everlafting  Father,  the  Prince 
"  of  peace.t/     Gird  thy  fword  upon  thy  thigh,  O  mpl| 
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"  Mighty :  with  thy  glory  and  thy  majcfty.  And  in  thy 
•*  majefty  ride  profperoufly,  becaufc  of  truth  and  mcek- 
•«  ncfs  and  righteoufnefs ;  and  thy  right  hand  fhall  tcadh 
•*  thee  terrible  things."^  Thefe  and  a  multitude  of  other 
paflages  plainly  fhow  that  the  converfion  of  fihners,  and 
defeating  the  powers  of  the  princes  of  darknefs,  require 
an  exertion,  and  is  a  fignal  difplay  of  the  ftrength  of  the 
divine  arms. 

But  as  it  is  a  matter  of  the  utmoft  importance  and  pro- 
priety at  prefent,  I  muft  beg  your  patience,  while  I  endea- 
vor a  little  to  illuftrate  the  neceflity  of  joining  earned  in- 
terceffion  for  the  revival  of  religion  and  the  glory  of  Chrift*s 
kingdom,  with  our  prayers  for  a  recovery  of  national  prof- 
pcrity. 

For  illuftrating  this  let  us  attend  to  the  three  following 
particulars. 

1.  We  have  no  warrant  to  afk  the  laft  of  thefe  without 
the  firft. 

2.  We  have  no  reafon  to  expe£t  that  it  will  be  feparate- 
ly  beftowed. 

3.  If  it  (hould,  in  any  degree,  it  would  not  be  ablcf- 
fmg  but  a  curfe. 

Firft,  we  have  no  warrant  to  alk  national  profperity 
without  a  revival  of  religion.  Our  prayers  are  then  only 
warrantable  when  we  adjufl:  and  proportion  our  efteem  of 
the  mercies  of  God  to  their  real  worth,  and  defire  them  for 
their  proper  ends-  Now,  a  love  to  one's  country,  and  a 
defire  of  its  outward  welfare,  is,  no  doubt,  an  excellent 
and  an  amiable  difpofition.  But  it  is  much  more  fo  to  be 
concerned  for  their  everlafting  intereft.  Why  doth  the 
love  of  our  country  merit  any  praife,  but  becaufe  it  is  a 
difpofition  and  tendency  to  communicate  happinefs  ?  But 
what  is  temporal  to  eternal  happinefs  ?  What  is  a  fruit- 
ful field  to  a  renewed  heart  ?  Peace  at  home  to  peace  with 
God  ?  Security  from  an  earthly  oppreflbr,  to  deliverance 
from  the  wrath  to  come  ?  A  compaffionate  heart  bleeds  for 
the  mifery  of  his  fellow-creatures  ir  poverty  or  bondage  ; 
but  a  fanflified  heart  is  dill  more  deeply  affe6ted  with  the 
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ipianxict  and  guilt  of  othen,  and  their  endlef?  confeq«enV 
ces.  Now  is  it  a  warrantable  manner  of  o&ring  up  oar« 
defires  to  God,  to  admire  or  afk  a  /bare  in  the  bbunty  (tf 
ills  providence,  while  we  defpife  and  traiApIe  npdh  the 
liches  of  his  grace  ? 

But  that  fuch  prayers  are  tmwarrantable,  doth  not  only 
appear  iVditi  the  unjud  preference  given  to  lefler  before^ 
greater  mercies,  but  frbm*  their  being  ai  total  pervcrfion  of 
our  defires  from  the  great  point  in  which  they  ought  to 
centre,  l^he  gifts  of  God  are  intended  to  lead  ui  to  the 
|nver ;  the  events  of  his  providence  to  be  fubfervlent  tof 
the  methods  of  his  grace.  When,  therefore,  we  afi:  tern- 
poral  profperity,  without  afi  equal,  or  rather  fuperior  foli- 
citude  for  the  enlightening  and  fanClifying  inBuences  ot 
the  Holy  Ghoil,  we  are  alienating  his  mercies  from  thei/ 
Ik-oper  ufe,  turning  them  into  weapons  of  rebellion  againft 
kim^  and  cherilhing  that  love  of  the  world  which  i§  de- 
ftru£tive  of  the  love  of  Goct. 

Secondly^  As  all  fuch  dcfires  are  unwarrantable  ancl  cTiT- 
tfderly,  fo  we  have  no  reafon  to  expe£t  that  they  Aiall  be 
granted.  Let  us  recall  to  mind  this  important  truth,  that 
God,  is  the  fuprcme  Difpofcr  of  all  events.  Every  proft 
perous  event  is  the  efFeft  of  his  bounty.  Every  calamity 
is  the  rod  of  his  anger,  and  carries  his  commifGon.  Arte' 
there  not  then  wife  ends  to  be  ferved  by  every  thing  ap- 
pointed by  him  ?  Affliftioii  fpringeth  not  out  of  the  duih 
National  calamity  is  not  the  rigor  of  ah  arbitrary  tyrant,- 
but  the  wife  chaftifement  of  a  gracious  father,  or  the  pu- 
T^ifhment  of  a  righteous  jud):;e.  He  ruleth  the  nations 
••  fitting  upon  the  throne  of  his  holinefs ;"  and  unlefs 
when  he  hath  a  mind  to  '•  make  a  full  end,"  of  a  people 
ripe  fordeftruftion,  gives  them  for  a  feafon  into  the  hands 
of  their  enemies  to  bring  about  their  reformation.  If  then 
public  calamity  bears  a  commiflion  for  this  purpofe  from 
him  whofe  work  is  perfedl,  what  reafon  is  there  to  expefti 
that  it  will  be  removed  before  it  hath  attained  its  end? 
Will  he  not  repeat  the  ftroke,  and  increafe  its  fevcrity,- 
till  it  procure  fubmiflion  ?  It  is  true,  we  cannot  precifely 
fay  how  far  the  forbearance  of  God  may  g6,  or  how  long 
his  patience  may  endure*     Ther«  may  be  a  remifiion,  or 


jbrpenfioii  of  tlifc  final  ftroke,  for  their  farther  trial.  But 
It  is  certain  that  when  there  is  rio  returning  to  God  by  re- 
pentance, there  can  be  ho  reafonable  ground  to  hope  that 
his  difpleafure  Will  ceafe,  or  its  efFefis  be  removed. 

Thirdly,  Though  temporal  deliverance  were  granted  to 
a  nation,  in  any  meafure,  without  a  difpenfatidn  of  the 
Spirit  arid  revival  of  religion,  it  would  be  no  blefling  but 
a  curfe,  and  could  not  be  of  any  long  duration.  It  would 
be  giving  them  lip  to  themfelves,  to  fill  up  the  meafure  of 
their  iniquities,  that,  when  the  appointed  time  of  ven- 
geance  (hould  come,  their  deftruftion  might  be  inore  ter- 
rible and  fignal.  It  is  remarkable,  that  this  is  found  a- 
mong  theytt^m^/^  of  God,  and  reckoned  one  of  the 
inoft  dreadful,  when  he  ceafes  to  drive  with  a  people,  and 
gives  them  up  to  themfelves.  Thus  he  fays,  by  the  Pfal- 
niift,  **  But  my  people  would  not  hearken  to  my  voice, 
•*  Ifrael  would  have  none  of  me,  fo  I  gave  therii.  up  to 
**  their  own  hearts  lufli,  and  they  walked  in  their  own 
**  counfcls.*'a  So  alfo  faith  the  prophet  Hofea,  "  Ephraim 
*'  is  joined  to  idoU,  let  him  alone."*  The  confequcnce 
bf  this  is  the  contiriuance  and  increafe  of  all  manner  of 
Wickednefs.  Then  fpiritual  judgments  come  ih  the  room 
of  temporal,  which,  though  they  are  Ifcfs  fenfible,  are  but 
fo  much  the  more  fatal.  Blindnefs  of  mind,  hardnefs  of 
hearty  and  an  obftinate  contempt  of  iriftrudlion,  are  the 
lifual  cdnfequences  of  urtfandlified  profperity.  In  fucli 
bircumftances  a  nation  may  exult,  and  blefs  themfelves 
in  their  abundant  wealth  ;  nay,  they  may  be  the  envy  of 
their  fooliftl  and  (hort-fighted  neighbors  ;  but  to  the  eye 
bf  faith  their  condition  is  moll  wretched  and  deplorable* 
To  what  a  pitch  of  impiety  they  may  proceed  When  all 
reflraints  are  withdrawn,  fome  nations  recorded  in  hif^ 
tory  are  a  ftanding  and  melancholy  proof.  And  the  fud* 
den  defolation  fometiraes  inflifted,  after  long  forbearance^ 
by  the  Lord  of  nature,  on  cities  and  kingdoms,  by  fire 
from  heaven,  by  earthquakes,  peftilence,  or  the  fword,  19 
a  fearful  preface  of  the  fate  of  all,  who,  in  the  day  of  re- 
compence,  fhall  fuffer  the  vengeance  of  eternal  fire. 

Vol.  II.  3  N 

a  Fifth  Ixx^u  n,  \2.  k  Hoi.  iv.  \7. 


4^^  Prayer  for  National  Prospsritf 

All  thefe  things  are  plainly  founded  on  the  won!  rf 
God,  and  manifeft  confequences  of  the  divine  goveni- 
ment.  They  will,  however,  make  very  little  impreflioa 
on  a  thoughtlefs  and  fecure  generation,  plunged  in  fehfu* 
ality  and  lull ;  and  leaft  of  all  on  thofe,  who  have  exprefs* 
ly  lifted  themfelves  under  the  banner  of  infidelity,  and 
learned  to  be  profane  upon  principle.  This  is  one  of  the 
worft  fymptoms  of  our  prefent  condition  ;  the  greater  oor 
guilt,  and,  therefore,  the  nearer  the  danger.  Nothing  was 
kfs  looked  for  by  the  Babylonian  monarch,  in  the  height 
of  his  riotous  midnight  feail,  than  his  kingdom's  being 
taken  from  him.  And  yet  how  fpcedily  was  it  accoin-> 
plilhed,  and  in  how  fhort  a  time  was  this  fuperb  and  opu- 
knt  city,  the  "  beauty  of  the  Chaldees  excellency,'*  turn- 
ed  into  a  ruinous  heap  ia 

I  proceed  now  to  the  fecotid  general  head,  which  was : 

II.  To  confider  a  little  the  encouragement  to  prayer, 
contained  in  the  laft  part  of  the  text :  *'  Awake  as  in  the 
•*  ancient  days,  as  in  the  generations  of  old,"  &c. 

In  this  the  prophet  animates  bis  faith,  and  encouragc«r 
his  own  dependance  and  that  of  others  upon  the  promifes 
of  God,  by  celebrating  the  greatnefs  of  his  power,  as  ma- 
nifefted  in  former  memorable  deliverances  granted  to  his 
chofen  people.  He  continues  his  addrefs  to  the  arm  of 
the  Lord  :  and,  inftead  of  an  enumeration  of  the  mighty 
afts  of  this  arm  in  ancient  clays,  and  the  generations  of 
old,  he  fixes  upon  one  fignal  and  Iviadinsj  difplay  of  divine 
majedy  and  power,  in  the  deflrutlion  of  the  Egyptians, 
and  the  deliverance  of  Ifrael  from  that  fubjeftion  and  bon- 
dage  in  which  they  were  formerly  held  by  that  people. 
This  is  done  with  the  higheft  propriety  ;  for  the  deliver, 
ance  of  Ifrael  from  Egyptian  bondage  was  moft  remarka- 
ble and  extraordinary  in  its  circumftances,  and  the  hand 
of  God  did  moft  eminently  appear  in  it.  Thus  the  pro- 
phet fays^  in  the  verfe  immediately  following  the  text: 
"  Art  not  thou  it,  which  hath  dried  the  fea,  the  waters  of 
**  the  great  deep,  that  hath  made  the  deeps  of  the  fea  a  way 
•*  for  the  ranfomed  to  pafs  over  ?*'    From  this  appearance 
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ifibefialfof  Ifrael,  God  often  takes  his  defignation:  this 
chiefly  conllituted  the  r|)ecial  relation  between  him  and 
the  people  of  Ifrael ;  and  on  this  their  obligation  to  obe- 
dience is  founded  in  the  preface  or  intrpdudlion  to  the  mo.* 
ral  law ;  ^^  I  am  the  Lord  thy  God,  which  brought  thee 
^*  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  out  of  the  houfc  of  bondage." 
And  indeed  this  deliverance  is  often  confidered  and  juTlIy, 
;as  typical  of  the  (lill  more  important. deliverance  of  the 
cleft  of  God  from  fin  and  mifery. 

Now  let  us  confider  a  little  the  efTeft  of  fuch  a  view  up- 
on the  mind,  and  its  influence  in  prayer.  This,  I  think 
may  be  included  in  the  two  following  particulars : 

Firft,  it  fatisfies  us  of  the  power  of  God,  and  his  ability 
to  fave.  There  can  be  no  prayer  addreffcd  to  God  for 
relief  and  deliverance  in  an  acceptable  manner,  but  what 
proceeds  upon  a  confidence  in  his  power.  And  there  is 
in  men,  for  the  moll  part,  on  this  fubjeft  a  very  imperfeft 
and  wavering  pcrfuafion.  Nay,  there  is  often  a  greater 
(degree  of  unbelief,  than  they  themfelves  are  fenfible  of,  or 
dillinftly  apprehend.  They  are  often  fo  held  captive  by 
fenfe,  aiul  their  attention  fo  much  taken  up  and  engrofled 
by  outward  means  and  inftruments,  that  they  are  back» 
ward  to  believe,  or  rely  even  on  an  almighty,  becaufe  an 
invifible  power.  This  was  the  cafe  often  with  the  chiU 
dren  of  Ifrael,  even  after  repeated  proofs  of  the  (Irength  of 
the  divine  arm»  Thus  fays  the  Pfalmift :  **  How  oft  did 
^*  they  provoke  him  in  the  wildernefs,  and  grieve  him  in 
^*  the  defart  ?  Yea,  they  turned  back  and  tempted  God, 
"  and  limited  the  holy  One  of  Ifrael.  They  remembered 
**  not  his  hand,  nor  the.  day  when  he  delivered  them  from 
^*  the  enemy.'*^  Againll  this  unhappy  tendency,  God, 
by  the  prophet,  warns  his  people,  a  few  verfes  after  tho 
text:  **  I,  even  I,  am  he  that  comforteth  you  ;  who  art 
'^  thou,  that  thou  fhouldll  be  afraid  of  a  man  that  ihall  die, 
"  and  of  the  fon  of  man  which  (hall  be  made  as  grafs  ? 
f'  And  forgetteth  the  Lord  thy  Maker,  that  hath  ftretched 
"'  forth  the  heavens,  and  laid  the  foundations  of  the  earth  } 
^  And  b^Il  feared  continually  every  day,  becaufe  of  ;ba 
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f*  fiiry  of  the  oppreffor,  as  if  he  were  rea4y  to  dcftrpy }  and 
f*  where  is  the  fury  of  the  oppreffor??*^  And  indeed  np^ 
thing  can  be  more  fupporting  under  fuch  fears,  than  to 
remember  the  inftances  in  which  Qod  hath  formerly  made 
his  power  known.  It  is,  as  it  were,  realizing  the  divine 
perte£ii6ns,  and  makipg  us  to  fee  him  who  is  invifible.  In 
diis  very  way  does  the  Pfalmifl  recover  from  a  <U(confolat^ 
ilate,  and  dark  difcouraging  views  of  divine  providence. 

V  Hath  God  forgotten  to  be  gracious ;  hath  he  in  anger 

V  fliut  up  his  tender  mercies  ?  Selah.  And  I  faid,  this  is 
*♦  my  infirmity,  but  I  will  remember  the  years  of  the  right 

V  hand  of  the  moft  High.  I  will  remember  the  worM 
•*  of  the  Lord ;  furely  I  will  reinember  thy  wpnders  of 
^^  old,  I  will  meditate  alfo  of  all  thy  works  and  talk  of  thy 
**doings.'^^ 

In  the  fecond  place,  the  fame  yiew  ferves  to  afcertain  u$ 
pf  the  mercy  of  God,  and  his  readinefs  to  help  us  in  diC 
trefs.  It  is  not  enough  that  we  have  ever  fo  pnfbaken  a 
perfuafion  pf  the  power  of  pod,  unlcfs  we  have  fome 
ground  to  believe  that  it  ihall  appear  in  our  behalf.  Now 
former  inftances  pf  extraordinary  providential  deliverance 
not  only  afford  a  proof  of  divine  power,  but  Ihew  us  in 
what  cafes  we  have  reafon  to  expedl  that  it  fliall  be  exert- 
ed. That  part  of  the  providence  of  God  which  is  already 
open  to  our  view,  enables  us,  from  analogy,  to  infer  what 
Jhall  be  his  fubfequent  conduft ;  at  leaft  fo  far  as  to  di- 
redl  and  encourage  us  in  our  own  duty.  We  know  for 
example,  that  he  is  a  refuge  in  times  of  trouble  to  thofe 
that  are  in  diftrefs  :  and  that  in  extremity,  when  all  hu- 
man help  fails,  then  is  deliverance  more  to  the  glory  of 
God.  By  this  very  argument  does  Jehofhaphat  conclude 
and  enforce  his  prayer.  **  O  our  God,  wilt  thou  not  judge 
**  them  ?  for  we  have  no  might  againft  this  great  company 
f'  that  cometh  againft  us  ;  neither  know  we  what  to  do, 
"  but  our  eyes  are  upon  thee.'V 

We  know  alfo  that  his  faithfulnefs  is  engaged  to  hear 
thofe,  who,  refufingto  lean  on  any  broken  reed,  or  trull- 
ing  any  refuge  of  lies,  place  their  confidence  in  him  a- 
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ind  that  the  glory  of  God  is  immediately  and  chteE^ 

erned,  in  the  fupport  and  prefervation  of  his  own 

Thjcy  fee  that  he  hath,  in  all  ages,  counted  this 

I  caufe ;  and  therefore  they  fay  with  the  Pfalmift  ; 
that  know  thy  name  will  put  their  truft  in  thee, 

ou  Lord  haft  not  forfaken  them  that  feek  thee.''a 
y  former  inftances  of  ex^traordinary  deliverance 
ut  the  great  end  and  defign  of  fuch  interpofitions. 
ey  are  for  promoting  of  truth  and  righteoufnefs,  and 
i  thofe  who  are  the  obje£ls  of  them,  chearfiil  and 
fervants  to  God ;  not  only  partakers  of  the  bounty 
providence,  but  monuments  of  the  riches  of  his 
^^  In  that  day  fhall  this  fong  be  fung  in  the  land 
jah.  We  have  a  ftrong  city,  falvation  will  God 
nt  for  walls  and  bulwarks.  Open  ye  the  gates, 
he  righteous  nation,  that  keepeth  the  truth  may  en- 
\.b  Violence  fiiall  no  more  be  heard  in  thy  land, 
ig  and  deftru^lion  within  thy  borders ;  but  tbou 
call  thy  walls  falvation  and  thy  gates  praife."^ 

II  which  it  appears  that,  in  prayer  properly  war- 
and  rightly  direfted,  it  muft  give  unfpeakable  con- 

and  hope,  to  furvey  the  remarkable  inftances  of 
providence,  and  thence  take  encouragement  to 
:  our  caufe  to,  and  reft  our  hope  on,  the  fame  un- 
ible  God/ 

nclude  thi§  head  with  obferving.  That  in  the  ex- 
i  of  the  prophet,  "  Art  thou  not  it  that  hath  cut 
b  and  wounded  the  dragon,"  he  hath  a  particular 
)  the  eternity  and  immutability  of  God.  "  He  is 
ime  yefterday,  to-day,  and  forever,"  If  he  hath 
reat  and  marvellous  things  in  the  moft  diftant  ages, 
md  is  nc^  fhortened  that  it  cannot  fave,  neither  bis 
eavy  that  it  cannot  hear ;?'  his  ftrength  is  not  im- 
3y  exercife,  nor  his  fulnefs  wafted  by  communica- 
Such  an  argument  would  not  hold  with  regard  to 
vhofe  power  is  fo  exceeding  mutable,  and  hit 
1  fo  exceeding  liable  to  decay.  It  is  recorded  ia 
that  an  old  Roman,  Milo,  who  in  his  youth  w^  * 
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prodigy  of  (Irength,  happened  to  live  to  old  age  ;  and  tfait 
he  ufed  often  to  weep  when  he  looked  on  his  arms,  his 
X>nce  nervous  and  vigorous  arms,  and  faw  the  wrinkle4 
and  decayed  finews,  and  the  weak,  feeble  (late  to  which 
they  were  reduced  by  time.  But  this  is  not,  cannot  be 
jthe  cafe  with  the  arm  of  ^he  Lord.  His  tlrength  and  fta- 
bility,  particularly  as  oppofed  to  created  weaknefs  and 
frailty,  is  often  declared  in  Scripture.  Thus  in  the  fol- 
lowing fublime  palTage  of  the  prophet  Ifaiah.  ^^  And  the 
^'  voice  faid,  Cry.  And  he  faid  what  fliall  I  cry  ?  All 
^^  flefh  is  graTs,  and  all  the  goodlinefs  thereof  is  as  the  flow« 
"  er  of  the  field.  The  grafs  withereth,  the  flower  fadeth ; 
*'  becaufe  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  bloweth  upon  it :  furely 
?>  the  people  is  grafs.     The  grafs  withereth,  the  flower  &• 

V  deth  :  but  the  word  our  God  fhall  (land  forever. '^a 

I  proceed  now  in  the  latt  place  to  apply  the  truths  you 
have  heard  on  this  fubje£);  to  our  own  pidfent  fituatlon,  a^ 
to  public  affairs. 

And  firft.  Is  not  our  (late,  both  as  a  nation,  and  as  a 
church,  exceedingly  fallen  and  low  :  and  have  we  not  the 
greatell  need  to  addrefs  this  prayer  in  the  text,  *'  Awake, 
*'  awake,  put  on  ftrength,  O  arm  of  the  Lord  ?"  May  we 
uot  take  our  low  and  fallen  (late  as  a  nation  from  the  uni- 
verfal  confeffion  of  all  without  exception,  however  oppofed 
in  fentimcnts  or  intereft  ?  Every  clafs  and  denomination 
of  men  among  us,  every  party  and  faction,  however  un- 
willing each  may  be  to  acknowledge  its  own  fhare  of  the 
guilt,  and  however  prone  to  load  its  adverfaries  with  the 
blame  of  procuring  it,  is  yet  willing  to  acknowledge  that 
we  are  at  prefent  in  a  diftrefled,  and  in  a  contemptible 
Hate. 

And  Indeed  the  thing  itfelf  fpeaks.  We  have  of  late 
fuffcred  under  a  variety  of  public  ftrokes.  We  have  not 
only  had,  for  fome  time  pa(t,  repeated  threatenings  of 
fcarcity  and  dearth,  but  vail  multitudes  have  been  afflicted 
with  famine  in  its  rigor,  which  is  one  of  God's  "  fore 

V  judgments."     Through  the  mercy  of  God  this  is  allevi- 
^ted  in  fome  meafure  at  prefent,  but  far  from  being  entire? 
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removed.  We  have  alfo  been  long  engaged  in  war 
:h  a  powerftil  and  politic  enemy.  And  has  not  the  pro- 
lence  of  God  fcnfiWy  frowned  on  os,*and  vifibly  fruttra-' 
alnioll  every  one  of  oor  attempts  ?  This  hath  been  the 
b  to  a  degree  hardly  known  in  any  former  mftance/ 
e  have  *'  turrted  our  backs  faint-hearted  before  oar  ene- 
nies,'*  in  almoft  every  encounter;  and  the  greater  and 
)re  formidable  our  preparations  for  any  enterprise,  the 
)re  pitiful  the  iffue,  and  the  more  fliameful  our  defeat 
d  difappointment.  Has  there  not  been  an  tjbftrudted 
de,  a  lofs  of  territory,  a  lofs  of  honor,  and  expence  of 
afure  ?  Is  not  this  nation,  once  in  a  manner  the  arbi- 
jfs  ot"  the  fate  of  Europe,  now  become  the  fcom  and  de- 
on  of  her  neighbours  and  all  that  are  round  about  her  ? 
hat  weak  and  divided  councils  among  thofe  that  prefide? 
(lead  of  any  genuine  public  fpirit,  a  proud  and  faftiousT 
deavor  to  di (grace  each  other's  meafures,  and  wreft  th^ 
figns  of  government  out  of  each  other's  hands,  Ho\r 
merous  and  expenfive,  but  how  ufelefs  and  inaftive, 
ire  been  our  fleets  and  armies  ?  And  how  deplorable  \iS 
:  condition  of  our  colonics  abroad?  They  are  the  chief 
jatre  of  the  war,  becaufe,  indeed,  they  are  the  fubjeft  of 
;  conteft.  And  furely  it  is  afFedling  to  think  of  the  un- 
tural  barbarity  and  cruelty  that  there  is  often  exercifed^ 
len  no  age  or  fex  is  fpared.  It  is  true,  the  diflance  of 
5  place  may  probably  make  us  lefs  fenfible  of  their  mife- 
But  if  it  pleafe  God  to  fuflPer  our  enemies  to  continue 
*ir  pt:ogrefs,  it  is  hard  to  fay  how  far  the  defolation  may 
tend,  or  how  univerfal  it  may  prove. 
Arc  we  not  alfo  in  a  very  low  and  fallen  ftate  as  s( 
urch,  or  a  nation,  ftill  retaining  fome  profeffion  and 
m  of  religion  ?  This  will  be  found  to  correfpond  with 
5  other,  as  the  caufe  with  the  cffeCt.  How  have  all 
iks,  from  the  higheft  to  the  loweft,  corrupted  their 
lys  ?  How  grofs  and  prevalent  is  infidelity,  under- 
ning  the  principles  of  natural,  with  the  fame  zeal  and 
jernefs,  with  which  it  formerly  endeavored  to  weaken 
;  foundations  of  revealed  religion  ?  How  many  of  high 
ik  have  wholly  deferted  the  houfe  and  worlhip  of  God, 
y,  openly  and  boldly  treat  his  fervicc  and  fcrvants  with 
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cmitempt  ?  How  often  do  we  obfctve  fuch,  with  a  cib" 
minal  and  infolent  felf-contradiftion,  trample  upon  the 
Tery  laws  agatnft  profanenefsi  which  they  contribute  td 
make  ?  And,  with  how  much  ^eal  and  diligence  doeiT 
the  lower  part  of  the  nation  emulate  the  higher,  in  that 
which  is  the  reproach  of  both  ?  So  great  \%  the  preva- 
lence of  irrcligion,  contempt  of  God,  fenfuaility  and  pride,* 
that  many  of  the  groffefl  crimes  ate  not  only  praflifed 
but  profeffed,  not  only  frec|uent  but  open,  not  only  per- 
ijftcd  in  but  gloried  in  and  boaded  of :  infomucb,  that  it 
requires  no  fmall  degree  of  fortitude  and  refolution,  ftcd^ 
faftly  to  adhere  to  the  principles  and  charafler  of  a  difct- 
ple  of  Chrift,  in  oppcrfition  to  the  fpirit  and  ftrain  of  faib* 
ionable  converfation. 

It  is  noti  indeed,  to  be  wondered  at,  that  ndt  only  this 
nation,  but  the  proteftant  dates  of  Europe  in  general 
ihould  be  brought  under  the  rod,  as  they  have  fo  Ihamc-. 
fully  departed  from  that  purity  of  faith  and  ftridlnefs  of 
morals  which  was  the  glory  of  the  f-eformation.  How 
many  have  of  late  been  afhamed  of  the  crofs  of  Chridf 
and  the  do6lrine  of  the  grace  of  God  ?  And  what  hath 
been  fubftituted  in  their  room  ?  A  pliailt  and  fafliionable 
fcheme  of  religion,  a  fine  theory  of  virtue  and  morality. 
A  beautiful  but  unfubllanlial  idol,  raifed  by  human  pride,' 
adorned  and  dreffed  by  human  art,  and  fupported  by  the 
wifdom  of  words.  And  hath  it  not^  in  this,  as  in  every 
preceding  age,  in  this,  as  in  every  other  chriftian  coun- 
try,  whenever  it  gained  any  credit,  been  the  fore-runner 
and  brought  fad  at  its  heels  a  deluge  of  profanenefs  and 
immorality  in  pfaflice  ?  Can  any  of  thefe  things  be  call- 
ed in  queftion?  And  are  not  they,  as  well  as  many 
more  which  might  eafily  be  enumerated,  the  melancho^ 
proofs  of  our  degenerate  and  corrupt  charafter  ? 

In  the  fecond  place.  From  what  hath  been  faid  you 
may  fee  what  wrong  meafures  we  have  hitherto  taken  for 
removing  thefe  evils,  fo  far  as  we  have  been  fcnfible  of 
them.  Our  gracious  fovereign  hath,  indeed,  been  pleafed 
to  point  out  our  duty^  by  calling  us  annually  to  fading 
and  humiliation.  But  with  the  far  greater  number  it  hath 
been  no  more  than  an  unmeaning  and  llfelcfs  form  :  and 
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they  Have  continued  ftill  in  the  fame  fofgetfulnefs  and 
cbntempt  of  Gocl.  You  have  heard  above  that  nothing 
is  more  contrary  to  the  genuine  fp'iritofinterceflbry  pray- 
er in  public  calamity,  than  putting  truft  in  an  arm  of  flefli. 
And  yet,  is  there  any  thing  with  which  this  nation  is  at 
prefent  more  juftly  chargeable  ?  Nothing  is  more  appa- 
rent from  the  very  face  of  our  common  chanticls  of  intel- 
ligence. Inthe  cafe  ofdifappointments,  on  the.  one  hand, 
are  we  not  ungovernable  and  headdrong  in  our  refent- 
ment  againd  men  ?  and  equally  foolidi  and  fanguinc  on 
the  other,  in  our  hopes  of  thofe  who  are  fubftitiited  in  their 
place  ?  We  give  pompous  details  of  armaments,  and 
prophefy,  nay,  even  in  a  manner  defcribc  their  vi£torieS| 
long  before  the  feafon  of  aftion  ;  and  incautioufly  celebrate 
the  charafters  of  leaders,  while  they  are  only  putting  6ni 
the  harnefs,  and  going  into  the  field.  "VVhat  pfbud  and 
arrogant  fentiments  do  we  often  exprefs  on  the  fubje£l 
of  our  national  courage,  and  ancient  Britifh  iire,  a6  it  id 
Called  ?  In  fliort,  vt'e  feerti  to  have  got  entirely  into  that 
vain-glcriouS,  ofientatious  fyftcm,  with  v/hich  we  ufed 
to  upbraid  our  neighbor  afijil  rival  nation  ;  and  they  feem 
to  have  given  it  up  in  our  favor,  and  to  have  adopted  the 
wifer  and  more  profitable  method,  of  putting  deeds  for 
words. 

And  how  negligent  have  we  been  of  promoting,  of 
praying  for  the  intereft  of  religion  ?  You  have  heard, 
that  when  the  arm  of  the  Lord  puts  on  ftrcrigth,  it  mull  be 
to  appoint  falvation  for  walls  and  bulwarks  to  a  people^ 
But  bow  few  difcover  any  ccfncern  upori  this  fubjeft  ? 
The  want  of  public  fpitit,  in  thofe  who  retain  any  fenfe 
of  religion,  is  an  evidence  of  its  low  and  languifhing  ftate* 
When  it  is  lively,  it  will  always  be  communicative# 
Love  toGodand  love  to  man,  the  twogreatbrdnchesof  prac-» 
tical  religion,  neceftarily  imply  a  concern  for  its  progrefs^ 
And  yet,  fo  rare  is  any  thing  of  this  kind,  tliat  when  it  ap- 
pears as  a  fort  of  prodigy,  it  is  looked  upon,  by  moft,  as 
romance  and  extravagance*  Let  experience  tell,  if  this 
is  not  often  the  cafe.  When  any  one  appears,  in  imitation 
of  the  Scripture  faints,  to  grieve  for  the  fins  of  others,  or 
difcovcrs  any  more  than  ordinary  concern  for  their  rcfor- 
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mation,  are  not  all  his  endeavors  immediately  refifled  and 
refented  as  troublefome,  or  branded  with  every  name  of 
contempt,  as  vifionary  frenzy  and  enthufiafm  ? 

In  the  third  place.     From  what  hath  been  faid  on  thi9 
fubje£l,  you  may  learn  what  ought  to  be  the  great  aim  of 
every  ferious  and  fenfible  Chrillian  among  us,  at  prefent 
in  his  interceflion  at  the  throne  of  grace,  viz.     That  the 
power  of  the  Almighty  may  appear  in  behalf  of  this  nation, 
in  fuch  a  manner,  as  all  may  be  obliged  to  fay,  ^^  This  is 
the  doing  of  the  Lord/'     That,  as  he  ufcth  to  do  on  cz- 
traordinary  occafions,  he  may  raife   up  inftniments  for 
this  purpofe,  who  may  be  as  poliflied  (hafts  in  his  own 
hatid,  and  may  have  a  fingle  eye  to  bis  own  glory.     That 
not  for  our  fakes,  who  have  deferved  to  be  call  (»ff  for  ever, 
but  for  his  own  name's  fake,  he  would  fupport  thofe  who 
Aill  adhere  to  the  proteftant  caufe.     And,  in  a  particular 
manner,  for  this  end,  that  he  would  difcover  his  power 
and  glory  in  an  eminent  and  remarkable  revival  of  religion 
among  all  ranks.     That  our  bleffed  Redeemer,  the  king 
of^ion,  who  reigns  to  all  generations,  who  hathafcend* 
ed  up  on  high,  and  received  gifts  for  men,  would  fend 
forth  his  Spirit  in  a  large  and  plentiful  meafure.     That  his 
work  and  power  may  appear  in  all  his  gracious  influen« 
ces,    convincing    and    converting   finners,    fanftifying, 
quickening  and  comforting  believers.     That  this  may  be 
a  Common  blefling  on  all  corners  of  the  land,  on  perfons 
of  every  clafs  and  denomination,  of  every  rank  and  degree, 
from  the  higheft  to  the  lowed,  of  every  ftation  and  office, 
tivil  and  facfed.     Above  all,  that  he  would  **  cloath  his 
**  pricfts  with  falvation,  that  bis  faints  may  fliout  aloud 
•'  for  joy."     O  when  fliall  the  time  come,  when  "  the 
•'  Lord  of  hods  fliall  be  for  a  crown  of  glory,  and  a  diadem 
*'  of  beauty  to  the  refiduc  of  his  people  ;"  when,  inftead  of 
fine  fchemes  fpun  for  the  honor  of  their  makers,  thofe 
who  are  called  miniftersof  Chrift,  fhall  preach  the  gofpel, 
•*  with  the  Holy  Ghofl  fent  down  from  Heaven  ?''    When 
the  truth  of  God,  by  its  fimplicity,  majefly,  force,  and 
efficacy,  fliall  make  its  way  into  the  hearts  of  the  mod  ob- 
ftinate,  and  Satan's  kingdom  fall  as  lightning  before  it. 
I^lead,  my  beloved   hearers,  that  protellants  in  general 
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may  be  brought  back  to  their  firft  faith  and  their  firfl  love; 
that  the  unhappy  divirions  among  us  may  be  aboliihed  ; 
^nd  that  the  bond  and  centre  of  union  may  be  Chrill  cm* 
cified,  the  only  author  pf  falvation  :  that* men  may  be  no 
longer  ranked  in  parties  and  marfhalled  under  names,  but 
the  great  and  only  (Uife  may  be,  who  fhall  love  our  Re-> 
deemer  mod,  and  who  Ihall  ferye  him  with  the  greateft 
zeal. 

And  in  this  critiqal  conjuncture,    when  the  bloody 
fword  is  threatening  fo  many  nations,  and  when  there  is 
fo  general    a  combination  of  ^ntt-chri(lian  powers,   be 
earned  in  prayer,  that  it  may  pleafe  God  to  fubvert  their 
fchemes,  and  turn  their  counfels  into  fooliihnefs ;  and 
tfiat  he,  with  whom  is  terrible  majefty,  may  confume 
••  the  man  of  fin  with  the  fpirit  of  his  mouth,  and  del^roy 
"  him  with  the  brightnefs  of  his  coming." — Pray  for  our 
gracious  fovereign  king  George,  under  whole  mild  and 
legal  government,    we  have  long  enjoyed  as  much  hap- 
pinefs  as   our  national  guilt  would  allow:     that  God, 
by  whom    **  kings  reign  and   princes   decree   jufticc," 
would  give  him  a  wife  undcrilanding  heart  in  his  fear^ 
proteft  hi$  perfon,  direct  his  councils,  and  profper  his 
arms :  and  long  preferve  his   numerous  iflqe,  as  happy 
pledges  of  the  fecurity  of  our  civil  and  religious  liberty. 
Let  us  alfo,  while  we  give  thanks  to  God  for  raifing  up  an 
/eminent  prince  in  Germany  as  thp  h^^d  of  the  reformed 
intercft,  and  fignally  fupporting  Jiim  hitherto,  pray,  that 
he  may  continue  his  protcdiion  ip  him,  encourage  his 
heart,  and  (Irengthen  his  hands,  and  fight  his  battles.   In 
fine,  let  us  pray  for  the   l\)eedy  acgomplifliment  of  the 
prophecy,  whoever  (hall  be  the  inftrument  of  it,  of  the 
(downfall  of  Antichrill,  when  the  cry  (hall  be  heard,  "  Ba- 
**  bylon  t\\t  great  is  fallen,  is  fallen,  and  (hall  arifc  no 
•*  more." 

In  the  laft  plape.  For  our  encouragement  in  this  du- 
ty,  let  us  remember,  that  we  ferve  an  unchangeable  God, 
the  rock  of  ages.  We  pray  fpr  the  appearance  of  the  arm 
pf  the  Lord  '*  as  in  ancient  days,  in  the  generations  of 
^'  old,''  when  it  **  cut  Rabab  and  wounded  the  dragon;'* 
]Keview  th^  bidory  of  hi^  cpi^duft  tQ  the  church  and  pf;Q« 
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pie  of  Ifrael,  how,  with  a  mighty  hand  and  out-flrctchjccl- 
arm,  he  delivered  them  from  bondage,  and  hiimbled 
their  proud  opprcflbrs.  And  remember  how  often,  in  fuc- 
ceeding  ages,  he  has  appeared  in  behalf  of  his  own  people, 
and  fui>ported  his  own  caufe  when  at  the  verj'  loweft,  and 
as  it  were  in  an  expiring  ftate.  How  low  was  the  inter- 
eft  ot  Zion  at  the  reformation,  when  all  the  kings  of  the 
earth  ferved  the  "  fcarlet  whore,"  and  **  were  drunk  with 
5'  the  wine  of  the  wrath  of  her  fornication  ?"  How  thick 
thedarkncfs  that  ovcrfpread  the  nations,  and  how  univer- 
fal  the  dominion  of  error  ?  And  yet,  in  oppofition  to  all 
the  cunning  of  earthly  policy,  in  oppofition  to  all  the 
fur)*  of  perfecuting  cruelty,  he  enabled  a  few  plain  men, 
lovers  of  the  truth,  to  afl'ert,  to  defend  and  to  fpread  it. 

The  moft  remarkable  times  of  th^  revival  of  religion, 
in  this  part  of  the  united  kingdom,  immediately  fucceedl 
jed  times  of  the  greaceft  apoftacy,  when  truth  feemed  to  be 
fallen  in  the  ftreets,  and  e.quity  could  not  enter.  This 
was  the  cafe  immediately  before  the  year  1638.  Corrup. 
tion  in  dodlrine,  Ipofnefs  in  praftice,  and  llavifli  fubmif- 
fion  in  politics,  had  overfprcad  the  church  of  Scotland. 
And  yet,  in  a  little  time,  flie  aj)peared  in  greater  purity, 
and  in  greater  dignity,  than  ever  flie  had  done  before,  or 
perhaps  than  ever  flie  halli  done  fince,  that  period.  In 
the  fame  manner,  immediately  before  the  happy  revolu- 
tion, how  defperate  in  appearance  was  the  liluation  of 
this  church  ?  When  all  the  bcft,  as  well  as  n^any  of  the 
noblell  perfons  in  the  nation,  were  chafed  as  fugitives 
from  their  dwellings,  and  confidcrcd  as  unworthy  of  an 
abode  on  earth  !  When  many  of  our  worthy  anccftors 
fell  in  battle,  died  on  a  fcafTold,  or  were  murdered  in  the 
fields  by  the  unrelenting  rr.ge  of  ecclefiailic  tyranny.  Ai:d 
when  worfliipping  the  Lord  God  of  our  fathers,  according 
to  his  own  word,  was  a  capital  crime  !  Yet  our  captivity 
was  brought  back,  and  ''  we  v.  ere  as  n^en  that  dreamed," 
fo  unexpeded  was  the  mercy. 

Let  no  Chrillian  therefore  give  way  to  defponding 
thoughts.  Though  infidelity  unrtlilled  fpreads  its  poifon, 
though  profanenefs  and  enmity  to  religion  and  ferioufncfs 
pyery  where  abound,  though  there  arc  k\v  to  fupport  the  in- 
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t^reft  of  truth  and  righteoufnefs,  though  wc  have  fecn  n 
new  thing  on  the  earth,  a  mtnifter  of  Chrid  leaving  the 
pulpit  for  the  llage,  let  ys  not  be  difcouraged.  We  plead 
the  caufe  that  fhall  finally  prevail.  Religion  (hall  rife 
from  its  ruins;  and  its  opprefl'ed  ilate  at  prefent  fhould  not 
only  excite  us  to  pray,  but  encourage  us  to  hope  for  its 
fpeedy  revival.  While  every  one  is  diligent  in  his  own 
fphere,  and  in  his  proper  duty,  and  earneftly  pleading  for 
the  revelation  of  the  arm  of  the  Lord,  let  us  rccolle£t  his 
favor  and  protedlion  to  the  church  in  every  time  of  need, 
and  his  faithfulnefs  which  is  to  all  generations.  Let  us 
fay  with  the  Pf^lmifV,  ^^  Walk  about  Zion,  and  go  roun4 
**  about  her :  tell  the  towers  thereof.  Mark  ye  well  her 
•*  bulwarks,  confider  her  palaces;  that  ye  may  tell  it  to  the 
**  generation  following.  For  this  God  is  our  God  for  ever 
**  and  ever,  he  will  be  our  guide  even  unto  death."a 

fi  Pfalmxlviii.  12,  13,  14% 
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SERMON  41. 


Psalm  i.  z. 


Preached  at  the  Laigh  Church  of  Paisley,  on  Sabbath^ 
February  2 1  ft,  1762. 


TO    WHIC^H    IS    PRKFIXEOi 

An  Authentic  Narrathe^  of  the  disorderly  and  riotous 
meetings  on  the  Night  before  the  Celebration  of  the 
Lord's  Supper  in  that  place,  v^hich  gave  occasion  to 
the  Discourse^ 


TO 


Robert  Fulton,  Efq- '] 
Charles  Maxwell,  > 
William  Orr,  J 


Bailie^. 


Andrew  Smith,  Treafurer. 
And  the  remanent  members  of  the  Town.G>uncil 
of  Paisley, 

The  following  Sermon  is  humbly  infcribcd,  by  their 

Most  Obedient 

Ilumhle  Scr^ant^ 

John  WiTiiERSPooNi 
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Til  £  pubticsitibn  of  the  following  fermon,  is  not 
owing  to  choice,  but  ncceffity.  A  proccfs  of  fcandal 
Was  carried  on  ugainfl:  the  perfons  who  gave  occafion  to 
its  being  preached ;  and  they,  inftead  of  any  fubmiffion 
or  penitence,  thought  proper  to  make  heavy  complaints 
Againft  the  author  of  the  fermon ;  and  to  give  an  account 
of  what  was  faid  in  it,  very  imperfcft  and  unjuft,  as  may 
well  be  fuppofed.  In  anfwer  to  this,  be  found  it  neceflacy 
to  declare  his  willingnefs  and  refolution  to  publifb  the  fer* 
mon,  and  to  prefix  a  dtftinft  narration  of  the  proceedings, 
fo  far  as  they  had  come  to  light,  of  that  impious  affembly, 
held  within  the  bounds  of  his  charge,  that  the  public  might 
judge  whether  there  was  not  more  than  fufficient  caufe 
given  for  what  was  then  faid.  By  the  following  narra- 
tive and  fermon  he  now  propofes  to  acquit  himfelf  of  both 
parts  of  this  promife. 

On  Saturday  the  6th  of  I'ebruary,  1762,  being  the  day 
before  the  celebration  of  the  facrament  of  the  Lord's  fup. 
per  in  Paifley,  fome  young  men,  who  it  is  generally  be- 
lieved had  all  been  at  church,  dined  immediately  after 
fermon  in  James  Chambers's  room.  After  dinner,  Ro- 
bert  Hunter,  who  never  was  a  communicant,  produced 
one  of  the  church  tokens,  well  knowing  what  ufe  it  was 
intended  to  ferve.  Being  alked  where  he  got  it,  faid  he 
got  it  fi-om  Judas  Ifcariot ;  and,  as  one  of  the  company 
declares,  offered  to  play  odds  or  evens  with  him  which  of 
them  (hould  ufe  it.  They  were  then  invited  all  to  a  glafs 
in  William  Wilfon's  room,  which  he  chofe  that  night  to 
lake  poffeflion  of;  and  indeed  to  give  it  a  very  dreadftit 
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confccration.  In  the  interval  of  their  meeting,  Robert 
Hunter  fcnt  the  token  to  a  yourjg  woman  in  the  place,  in- 
clofcd  in  a  letter.  What  were  the  contents  of  the  letter 
cannot  be  known.  Common  fame  faid  it  was  inviting  her 
to  their  facrament:  he  himfelf  pretended  it  was  very  inno- 
cent, but  took  care,  as  foon  as  the  rumour  broke  out,  to 
get  the  letter  and  burn  it.  The  reader  will  immediately 
refleft  what  could  be  the  intention,  and  what  might  have 
been  the  effefls  of  this  conduft :  it  was  eafy  in-  this  way, 
to  fend  the  mod  notorious  profligate  to  the  table  of  the 
Lord,  to  the  unfpeakable  fcandal  of  the  congregation,  as 
well  as  mifchief  to  his  own  foul. 

About  fix  of  the  clock  the  fame  evening,  or  foon  after, 
there  met  according  to  appointment  in  William  Wilfon's 
room,  the  faid  Robert  Hunter,  and  William  Wilfon,  ma- 
nufacturers in  Paifley,  John  Snodgrafs,  writer  tberei 
\Villiam  M'Crotchct,  enfign  or  ferjeant  in  the  army,  James 
and  David  Chalmers,  and  Robert  Crofs  junior,  merchants 
in  Paifley.  fiy  their  own  confeilion,  and  the  depofition 
of  feveral  witneffes,  they  employed  a  good  part  of  the  time 
in  mock-preaching,  and  that  not  merely  imitating  the 
tones  or  geftures  of  minillers  in  indifferent  words,  but  the 
only  expreffions  that  were  diftinguiilied  by  the  witneffes 
who  heard  them  on  the  llreet,  were  the  words  of  fcrip- 
^ure.  Two  witneffes  depone,  that  to  the  bed  of  their  judg- 
ment, they  heard  them  praying  in  mockery;  and  when 
aflced  if  they  were  fure  it  was  praying  and  not  preaching, 
perfillcd  in  affirming  it  was  praying.  The  only  uncer- 
tainty this  evidence  labors  under,  is,  that  not  hearing  the 
particular  words  ufed,  the  only  way  by  which  they  diftin- 
guilhed  it,  was  by  the  found ;  but  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that 
both  witneffes  were  pofitive ;  that  they  agreed  together  as 
to  the  time  when  this  happened,  and  that  it  was  not  the 
iame  time  that  the  other  witneffes  depone  they  were  preach- 
ing, but  at  a  very  confiderable  dillance ;  fo  that  there  is 
little  probability  of  the  one  being  midaken  for  the  other. 
By  their  own  confeffions,  and  the  depofitions  of  witneffeSj 
they  were  guilty  of  profane  fwearing.  The  noife  of  their 
meeting  was  fuch,  as  alarmed  the  whole  neighborhood; 
but  what  i^  moll  tremendous  of  all,  by  die  declaration  of 


To  the  PuUU,  ^93 

Robert  Hunter,  one  of  themfelves,  William  M'Crotcfact, 
iifed  fomc  of  the  words  of  the  inftitution.  The  fame 
thing  is  declared  by  William  Wilfon,  of  John  Snodgrafs  j 
and  upon  the  ftrifleft  re-examination  he  perfifted  in  de- 
claring that  he  was  certain  it  was  done  In  the  company, 
and  he  thought  it  was  by  that  perfon. 

When  thcfc  fafts  are  laid  together,  and  all  the  circum* 
Ranees  of  the  tranfadion  are  weighed,  is  it  poffible  in 
words  to  paint  the  atrocioufnefs  of  their  crime  ?  Is  there 
any  ground  to  wonder  at  the  greatnefs  of  the  fcandal  ?  I^ 
there  reafon  to  complain  that  the  minifter  in  whofe 
bounds  the  offence  was  committed,  and  under  whofe 
charge  almoft  all  the  oflFcnders  live,  fliould  think  of  preach- 
ing on  fuch  a  fubjeft  as  it  appears  he  did ;  and  now  with 
concern  finds  himfelf  obliged  to  publiih?  The  very  choice 
i^f  fiich  a  night  for  fuch  a  merry  meeting,  and  the  diftur- 
bance  given  to  the  place  almoft  to  the  hour  of  midnight, 
though  there  had  been  no  more  in  it,  were  furely  highly 
indecent.  But  when  we  add  to  this  the  loud  profanation 
of  the  Almighty's  name,  and  fpending  the  moft  part,  if 
not  the  whole  of  the  time,  in  mocking  the  exercife^  of 
piety,  how  deep  and  aggravated  is  the  guilt  1  Above  all, 
when  it  is  confidered  that  this  feems  to  have  been  without 
bounds,  not  fparing  even  the  moft  folemn  and  facred  rite 
rf  our  holy  religion !  It  is  true,  fome  of  them  obftinately 
deny  this  laft,  and  heavieft  part  of  the  charge.  It  doth 
not  indeed  appear,  and  we  hope  it  is  not  true,  that  there 
was  a  formal  celebration,  and  general  or  common  partici- 
pation in  mockery,  of  the  facrament  of  the  Lord's  fupper; 
\}ut  if  there  had  been  no  profane  allufion  to  it  in  the  per- 
formances of  the  a£ling  mimics,  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed 
or  imagined,  that  it  would  have  been  confefted  by  two  of 
the  perfons  prefent.  Though  this  ftiould  not  militate 
againft  the  reft,  it  certainly  muft  militate  againft  them- 
felves* The  time  of  the  meeting ;  the  token  produced 
before  it ;  the  letter  with  the  token  fent ;  the  other  thing? 
which  they  certainly  did  j  and  the  unfufpedled  declaration 
9f  two  of  the  guilty ;  who  feemed  at  firft  penitent,  though 
afterwards  they  altered  their  conduft,  and  joined  with 
th^  reft  in  a  common  defence ;  iire  fo  firong,  that  it  ^ 
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knpoUible  to  ^^ftroj  the  belief  of  It  in  an  impattial  mind; 
the  rather  when  we  add>  that  afterwards  David  Chalmers 
confefled  it  ftill  more  fully  than  any  of  the  other  twa 
^hisi  though  it  was  too  late  to  be  in  the  procefs,  or  rather 
by  great  art  and  influence  kept  out  of  it,  may  be  fafely 
'affirmed,  bccaufe  it  was  in  the  prefence  of  three  perfons. 
3nt  to  cut  the  matter  (hbrt,  the  ufie  of  fome  of  the  words 
of  the  inftitution  with  a  folemn  air  as  of  a  minifler,  and 
alfo  fome  of  the  other  words  of  fcripture,  is  affirmed  by 
iWiiliam  Wiifon,  of  John  Snodgrafs,  in  a  voluntary  de- 
claratioOt  when  he  was  not  adduced  as  an  evidence.  Let 
John  Snodgrafs  therefore,  who  confiders  this  as  fo  injuri- 
ous to  him,  profecute  William  Witibn  for  flander,  and 
cet  him  punifhed  in  the  manner  he  juilly  defi^rves,  if  it  b4 
blfe;  and  if  this  ig  not  done,  he  muft  forgive  many,  and 
prticularly  the  author  of  the  following  fermon,  for  believ- 
ing  it  to  be  true.  .,...? 
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SEASONABLE  ADVICE  to  YOUNG  PERSONS. 

SERMON  41, 


Psalm  i.  i. 

Blessed  is  the  man  that  walieth  not  in  the  counsel  of  the  itn^ 
godly  J  nor  standeth  in  the  way  of  sinners^  nor  sitteth  in  the 
seat  of  the  scornful. 

THERE  is  an  old  and  beaten  obfervation,  that  human 
nature,  in  all  ages,  is  the  fame.  To  this  I  add,  or 
rather  oflfer,  by  way  of  illuftration  of  if,  that  fin,  which 
jbears  fo  mgch  fway  in  human  chara£ters  and  a6lions,  has 
ibeen  the  fame,  in  its  operation  and  influence,  in  all  ages, 
';|ince  the  fall  of  Adam.  For  this  reafon  the  charaften 
drawn  in  the  holy  fcriptures,  and  particularly  the  obfer- 
Vations  on  human  life,  contained  in  the  Pfalms  of  David, 
the  Proverbs  of  Solomon,  and  book  of  Eccledaftes,  are  as 
perfedly  adapted  to  the  prefent  age,  as  if  they  were  but 
i)f  yefterday's  date. 

As  the  ten  commandments,  which  are  the  fum  of  the 
moral  law,  confift  moftly  of  prohibitions,  the  Pfalmift,  in 
jthis  pafTage,  draws  the  chara^er  of  the  good  man  in  a  ne- 
gative form,  by  its  oppofition  to  the  bad.  At  the  fame 
time,  the  danger  to  which  the  unwary  are  expofed«  the  en- 
ticing and  deceitful  nature  of  fin,  and  its  monftrous  enor- 
mity, when  arrived  at  its  full  height,  are  couched  in  the 
moil  admirable  manner :  ^'  BlefTed  is  the  man  that  walk- 
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**  cth  not  in  the  counfel  of  the  ungodly; — ^nor  (bndetli  i|i 
**  the  way  of  fmners ; — nor  fitteth  in  the  feat  of  the  fconif 
"ful." 

It  is  not  agreed  among  interpreters,  who  was  the  author 
of  thisPfalin ;  and,  indeec^,  it  is  a  matter  more  of  curipfK 
.  ty  than  moment,  very  critically  to  inquire.  Some  think 
it  was  the  Pfalmift  David,  becaufe  of  the  high  efteem  ex- 
preffcd  in  it  for  the  law  of  Qod,  ^  tlxing  which  fo  remark- 
ably  diftinguifhes  his  other  writing^.  iOtJiers  refer  it  to  a 
later  period ;  and  fuppofe  that  Ezra,  or  fome  other  after 
the  captivity,  who  coUedled  the  facred  hygins  of  different 
authors  into  one  volume,  prefi^^ed  this  a3  a  fort  of  argu- 
ment or  preface  to  the  whole.  It  is,  indeed,  a  fummary 
of  all  that  follow.  It  plainly  contains  a  charadler  both  ^ 
good  men  and  bad ;  the  ufual  courfe  of  divine  Providence 
towards  each  of  thefe  clafles,  as  well  as  the  final  iiTueof 
their,  conduct,  in  the  everlafting  happinefs  of  tl^e  one,  an4 
the  everlafting  mifery  of  the  other. 

Even  the  moft  curfory  reader  muft  obferve,  that  there 
is  a  gradation  in  theexpreffions  of  the  text,  which  rife  one 
above  another  in  their  ftrength  and  energy  :  nay,  it  is  the 
opinion  of  many,  that  they  are  chofen  with  peculiar  art^ 
and  contain  a  double,  if  not  a  threefold  gradation. 

1.  In  the  charafter,  beginning  with  the  ungodly^  who 
are  without  proper  impreffions  of  religion,  and  habitually 
governed  by  other  principles  than  the  fear  of  God.  Next, 
sinners^  or  thofe  who  are  more  openly  flagitious,  and 
vifibly  guilty  of  grofs  crimes.  And  finally,  the  scornful^ 
who  fet  reproof  at  defiance,  and  treat  every  thing  feriou? 
and  facred  with  contempt  and  difdain. 

2.  In  the  communication  of  others  with  them,  V)alk' 
ing ;  which  feems  to  imply  occafional,  unforefeen,  and 
tranfient  intercourfe ; — standings  which  feems  to  indicate 
a  greater  degree  of  approbation  and  voluntary  compliance 
with  their  example  ; — and  sittings  which  fignifies  being 
fixed  and  fettled  in  an  evil  courfe,  and  refufing  to  depart 

from  it. To  this  fome  add  the  other  expreflions,  the 

counsel^  the  ivay^  a  nd  the  seat;  on  which  I  forbear  to  io- 
fift,  but  proceed  to  obferve, 
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That  we  have,  in  this  paffage,  a  moft  ufeftil  and  inftriic. 
tive  leflbn  of  great  moment  in  every  place  and  age  ;  and 
peculiarly  fuited^  on  feveral  accounts,  to  the  prefent  cir- 
.  cumftances  of  this  congregation.  It  is,  therefore  my  re- 
folution  to  difcourfe  a  little,  through  the  aififtance  of  di- 
vine grace^  on  the  three  didinft  branches  into  which  it 
may  be  naturally  divided. 

I.  The  infedious  nature  of  fin,  or  the  danger  of"  walk- 
**  ing  in  the  counfel  of  the  ungodly." 

II.  The  deceitful  and  hardening  nature  of  fin,  which 
infenfibly  leads  from  "  walking  in  the  counfel  erf  the  un- 
•*  godly,"  to  "  {landing  in  the  way  of  finners." 

III.  Thefiniftiingftageofwickednefs,  the  moft  crimi- 
nal  and  moft  pernicious  charafter,  viz,  of  the  scornful^ 
who  are  bold  enough  to  treat  things  ferious  and  facred 
withderifion. 

Having  done  this,  I  (hall  make  fome  application  of  the 
fubje£t,  for  your  inflru£tion  and  direflion. 

In  the  firft  place,  let  us  confider  the  infeftious  nature 
of  fin,  or  the  danger  of  walking  in  the  counfel  of  the  un- 
godly. That  the  fociety  of  bad  men  is  highly  dangerous 
to  all,  but  efpecially  to  young  perfons,  is  indeed  a  truth 
which  no  fober  man  will  deny,  and  which  hath  been  often 
fet  in  the  ftrongeft  light  by  religious  and  moral  writers : 
it  may  therefore  feem  unneceflary  to  infift  upon  it.  But, 
my  brethren,  I  am  perfuaded,  that  it  fares  often  with 
known  and  common  truths,  as  with  common  mercies, 
they  are  defpifed  for  their  cheapnefs.  Though  their  cer- 
tainty be  readily  allowed,  their  ufe  and  application  is,  not- 
withftanding,  or,  perhaps,  for  that  very  reafons,  in  a  great 
meafure  neglei^ed-  How  feldom  is  it  that  men  make 
the  diftinftion  with  care,  and  adt  upon  it  with  prudence 
and  refolution ;  either  in  their  own  conduft,  or  in  the 
difpofal  of  their  children  ?  Bear  with  me,  therefore,  while 
I  endeavor  to  imprefs  your  minds  with  a  fenfe  of  your 
obligation  to  depart  from  the  fociety  of  evil-doers,  and  to 
preferve,  with  the  utmoft  folicitude,  all  young  perfons  un- 
der your  care,  from  the  mortal  contagion. 
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For  the  impbrtanee  and  neceffity  of  this,  yotx  hat^e  &d 
concurrent  telUmony  of  wife  and  good  men,  in  every  zgn 
and  nation ;  experience  hath  taught  it  to  the  moft  barba- 
rous, as  well  as  moft  improved  and  poliihed  peo[^e.  There 
is  no  nation  of  which  hiftory  hath  preferved  ua  any  ac« 
count,  but,  in  their  proverbial  fayings,  which  are  the  pro- 
duct of  time,  we  find  a  warning  againft  the  infe£tion  of 
corrupt  fociety.  What  dying  parent,  in  his  laft  or  part- 
ing  adieu  to  his  children,  ever  omitted  to  caution  ^em 
againft  the  fociety  of  bad  men  ?  nay,  doth  not  daily  expe- 
rience prove  this,  beyond  difpute,  to  every  one  who  hath 
the  leaft  degree  either  of  memory  or  refledlion  ?  Is  there 
among  you  any  perfon,  who  has  arrived  at  the  unhappy 
diftindlion  of  being  known  for  a  profligate?  Whenever 
this  happens,  thofe  about  him  are  able  to  mark  the  progreff- 
of  his  corruption,  and  can  even  point  out  the  perfons,  or  fo* 
cieties,  where  he  was  firft  taught  the  rudiments  of  vicCi 
and  initiated  in  the  principles  of  licentioufnefs  and  riotr 
I  am  none  of  thofe  who  either  deny  or  conceal  the  original} 
inherent,  univerfal  corruption  of  human  nature ;  and  yet 
I  fcruple  not  to  affirm,  that  example,  inflrudlion,  and  af* 
fiftance,  are  neceflary  to  our  improvement  even  in  vice. 
Without  this,  no  fingle  perfon  is  capable  of  arriving  at 
that  degree  of  depravity  which  we  have  fometimes  occa« 
fion  to  obferve. 

Whoever  would  examine  into  the  reafons,  and  imprefs 
his  mind  with  a  fenfe  of  the  danger  of  corrupt  fociety,  et 
pccially  to  youth,  may  juft  refledl  upon  the  following  par- 
ticulars. 

1.  We  are  all  by  nature  prone  to  fin.  It  is  the  growth 
of  the  foil,  as  weeds  of  the  curfed  ground.  If  weeds  can 
hardly  be  reftrained  by  the  utmoll  diligence  and  care  of 
the  hufbandman,  what  an  enormous  produft  might  he  ex* 
psdl  if  he  would  direftly  ^pply  himfelf  to  their  encourage- 
ment  and  cultivation  ?  Jull  fo,  if  by  the  utmoft  care  and 
attention,  parents  can  hardly  reftrain  the  irregularities  of 
their  children,  and  form  them  to  true  piety  and  goodnefs; 
what  wickednefs  may  they  not  arrive  at,  if  they  are  deli* 
vcred  over  to  fchools  of  profanity,  and  fufFered  to  form 
their  fcntiments  and  manners,  from  thofe  who  have  long 
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**  \Valkeci  in  the  ways  of  their  own  hearts,  and  in  the  fight 
•*  of  their  own  eyes,"  without  **  fearing  God,  or  regard- 
"  ing  man  ?" 

2.  Young  perfons  are  ignorant  and  unfufpicious  ; 
ftrangers  to  the  world,  they  are  alike  ignorant  of  the  cha^ 
rafters  of  men,  andtheefFefts  of  vicious  courfes.  What 
a  prey  mud  fuch  be  to  the  artful  and  infmuating  language 
of  thofc,  who,  enflaved  by  habit,  and  wearing  the  chains  of 
vice,  find  their  chief  remaining  pleafure  in  feducing  other* 
into  the  fame  miferable  (late  ?  Juftly  is  the  great  enemy  of 
mankind  called  the  deceiver,  becaufe  he  betrayed  our  firft 
parents  into  rebellion  by  a  lie ;  and  in  the  fame  way  he 
and  all  his  fervants  continue  to  paint  and  varnidi  over  fin, 
with  falfe  colours,  that  it  may  be  embraced  without  reluc- 
tance, by  thofe  who  know  not  that  afterwards  "  it  biteth 
**  like  a  ferpent,  and  (lingeth  like  an  adder.  Need  I  tell 
you  in  what  a  decent  garb  fin  is  often  clothed  ;  and  what 
honorable  names  it  often  aflumes  in  the  world,  to  gain  the 
eafier  admiflion  ?  Senfuality  and  intemperance  is  focial 
aflfeftion,  and  good  fellow fhip  :  filthy  obfcene  converfation 
is  but  harmlefs  mirth  and  freedom :  anger  and  refentment 
are  but  honor,  refolution,  and  dignity  of  mind.  In  fliort, 
the  whole  tenor  and  drain  of  fafhionable  converfation  is 
often  little  elfe  than  a  ftrong  illufion  put  upon  the  mind, 
to  pervert  the  didtates  of  reafon,  and  evade  the  reproofs  of 
confcience.  How  dangerous  fuch  intercourfe  to  young 
unwary  minds,  who  are  often  deeply  penetrated  with  the 
poifon,  before  they  fo  much  as  fufpe6l  the  defign  of  its  be- 
ing  adminillered  ?  It  requires  no  common  degree  of  for- 
titude and  refolution,  as  well  as  no  fmall  meafure  of  fpiri- 
tual  wifdom,  to  refill  the  importunity  of  finners,  and  un- 
ravel the  fubtilty  with  which  they  lie  in  wait  to  deceive. 

3.  Vice  is  ufually  baited  with  plcufure,  of  which  young 
perfons  are  peculiarly  fcnfible  :  their  alFeftions  of  every 
kind  rtre  in  the  moll  lively  and  vigorous  (late.  One  of 
the  fird  and  mod  important  IclTons,  which  parents  and 
guardians  mud  teach  them,  is  moderation  and' redraint; 
whereas  the  immediate  eflfedl  of  alFociating  with  the  pro- 
fane, is  not  only  to  drengthen  their  palfionsby  indulgence^ 
but  to  indruct  them  jiow  to  plead  in  their  delen9e  $  and 
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tboveall,  to  infpirethem  with  an  abhorrence  of  cdnfifttf* 
inent  and  rule.  From  thefe  unhappy  attachments,  thcfe 
moll  pernicious  friendfhips  it  is,  that  inftruftion,  however 
excellent,  is  unwillingly  liftened  to ;  and  the  mod  wife 
and  gentle  government  is  efteemed  harfti  and  fcvere.  It 
has  h«en  fometimes  obferved,  that  perfons  ftridtly  and  pi- 
oufly  educated,  when  they  have  come  into  the  world,  have 
run  headlong  into  the  mod  vicious  and  abandoned  courfe 
of  life.  This  has  been  commonly  afcribed  to  the  rigor 
of  their  former  confinement,  and  an  advice  grafted  upoa 
it,  that  parents  Ihould  be  lefs  fevere  to  their  <Jiildren,  left 
they  fhould  more  than  compenfate  this  early  reftraint,  by 
the  liberties  which  they  afterwards  aflume.  But  though  I 
willingly  admit,  that  every  parent  (hould  temper  his  au- 
thority with  gentlenefsand  love ;  yet  I  am  far  from  think- 
ing the  efFeft,  juft  now  mentioned,  is  afcribed  to  its  jpropcr 
caufe  ;  it  is  not  owing  fo  much  to  the  rigor  of  parental  au- 
thority, as  to  young  perfons  getting  into  the  fociety  of 
men  without  principle,  and  there  fesretly  imbibing  thcfe 
Vicious  defires,  which  afterwards  they  rejoice  in  an  oppor- 
tunity  of  gratifying  to  the  full.  However  ftrift  and  fevere 
any  perfon's  education  may  be,  if  he  comes  to  maturity  of 
age,  before  he  contrafts  an  intimacy  with  thofe  who  jufti- 
fy  the  commiffion  of  fin,  confcience  will  have  acquired  fo 
great  authority,  that  all  folicitation  lo  grofs  wickednefs 
will  be  received  with  abhorrence.  This  opinion  is  fnp- 
ported  by  a  faft,  which  I  imagine  I  have  obferved,  that  the 
children  of  pious  parents,  who  are  betrayed  into  vicious 
courfes,  are  almofl  always  fuch  as  have  been  moll  early  re- 
moved from  their  immediate  infpeftion. 

4.  The  danger  of  corrupt  fociety  to  young  perfons  ap- 
pears, from  their  being  expofed  to  ridicule  and  fcorn, 
which  is  of  all  other  trials  harded  for  them  to  bear.  I  (hall 
have  occafion,  on  the  third  general  head,  to  fpeak  more 
fully  on  this  fubject ;  but  in  the  mean  time,  it  is  certain, 
that  a  fenfe  of  Ihame  is  ftrong  in  young  perfons  in  gene- 
ral, and  that  ridicule^  is  the  ufual  weapon  by  which  adepts 
in  vice  aflault  the  caufe  of  truth  and  piety;  by  which  in- 
deed they  commonly  endeavor*  to  deftroy  all  regard  to 
ilecency  and  orden     It  is  lamentable  to  think  how  often 
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perfons  of  excellent  capacity  and  admirable  difpofitions^ 
have  been  led  aQray  by  the  abufe  of  this  mod  amiable 
quality,  a  fenfe  of  (hame. 

From  all  thefe  confiderations,  we  need  not  be  furprifed 
at  the  frequent  and  ftronp;  cautions  given  in  the  word  of 
God,  upon  this  fubjeft:  Prov.  xiii.  20.  "He that  walketh 
^^  with  wife  men  ihall  be  wife :  but  a  companion  of  fools 
•*  fliall  be  deftroyed.*' — Chap,  xxviii.  7.  **  Whofo  keepr 
*^  eth  the  law,  is  a  wife  fon  ;  but  he  that  is  a  companion 
**  of  riotous  men,  fhameth  his  father."  But  there  is  no- 
thing more  moving  than  t^hat  earned  and  pathetic  exhor- 
tation ;  Chap.  iv.  14,  15.  "  Enter  not  into  the  path  of 
**  the  wicked,  and  go  not  in  the  way  of  evil  men;  avoid 
*•  it ;  pafs  not  by  it :  turn  from  it  and  pafs  away."  The 
wife  man's  infilling  upon  his  important  counfel,  and  the 
reiteration  of  the  expreflions,  ferve  to  convey  in  the 
Aronged  manner,  a  fenfe  of  the  certain  ruin  of  thofe  who 
negled  to  obferve  it. 

IL  Let  us  now  proceed  to  confider  the  hardening  na- 
ture of  fin,  which  leads  from  *'  walking  in  the  counfel  of 
"  the  ungodly,  to  danding  in  the  way  of  finncrs."  Upon 
this,  as  on  the  former  particular,  I  may  obferve,  it  is  a 
known  and  beaten  fubjeft,  ohVhich  it  is  eafy  to  fay  things 
jlrong,  but  diflScult  to  fay  any  thing  new.  There  are 
feveral  jud  remarks  upon  it,  or  ftriking  fimilitudes,  which 
have  been  handed  down  from  the  earlied  ages ;  and  were 
probably  the  fird  fruits  of  human  experience.  The  little 
that  I  am  at  prefent  to  repeat  or  add,  fliall  be  divided  into 
two  parts :  i.  The  gradual  and  infenfible  progrefs  of  fin, 
which  leads  the  finner  on  from  one  ftep  to  another,  till  he 
is  irrecoverably  lod.  a.  The  ftrength  and  power  of  in- 
veterate habit. 

I.  The  infenfible  progrefs  of  fin.  It  is  wonderful  by 
what  artful  methods,  what  plaufible  pretences,  and  what 
flow  degrees,  fin  makes  its  fird  approaches.  Let  fome  of 
thofe  perfons  who  are  now  lod  to  all  fenfe  of  duty,  or  of 
fhame,  refleft,  if  pofllble,  with  what  horror  they  would 
once  h^ve  thought  of  the  practices,  which  at  prefent  they 
are  not  able  to  forfake.  Every  fin,  how  fmall  foever, 
ppens  a  p^ge  for  the  admilfion  of  multitudes  of  others  1 
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breaks  the  reftraint  of  confcience  ;  habituates  and  embolr 
dens  the  finner.  The  ancients  were  wont  to  fay.  That 
the  way  of  fin  is  down-hill :  every  flep  a  man  takes  on 
this  declivity,  accelerates  his  motion,  fo  that  it  becomes 
more  and  more  difficult,  and  at  laft  impoffible,  to  (lop  his 
courfe.  This  is  what  the  apoftle  Paul  had  in  his  view, 
when  he  gav(5  this  excellent  precept  to  the  Chriftian 
Hebrews;  Heb.  iil.  13.  "  But  exhort  one  another  daily, 
*^  while  it  is  called  to  day,  left  any  of  you  be  hardened 
**  through  the  deceitfulnefs  of  fin."  We  may  fay  of  fin,  in 
general,  what  Solomon  fays  oi  firife  ;  "  The  beginning 
♦*  of  it  is  like  the  letting  out  of  water."  If  you  watch 
lagainft  the  beginning  of  fin,  you  may  hope  to  prevail ; 
but  if  you  once  grant  it  indulgence,  it  will  eftabliih  and 
increafe  its  own  power.  To  attempt  then  to  ftop  its  pro- 
grefs,  is  like  endeavoring  to  gather  together  a  flood  of 
'water,  after  you  have,  with  your  own  hands,  opened  the 
lluices  which  have  caufed  it  to  overflow. 

^.  To  the  infenfible  progrefs  of  fin,  add  the  ftrength 
and  power  of  inveterate  habit.  This  is  reprefented  to  us 
in  the  ftrongeft  t^ms  in  fcripture,  where  the  clxinging  of 
an  inveterate  habit  is  compared  to  a  natural  impoflibility  : 
Jer.  xiii.  23.  "Can  the  Ethiopian  change  hisfkin,  or  the 
**  leopard  his  fpots  ?  then  may  ye  alfo  do  good,  that  are 
*'  accuftomed  to  do  evil.'' 

As  we  may  receive  many  ufeful  moral  leflbns  from  tlie 
vifible  creation  and  the  courfe  of  nature ;  fo  this  in  par- 
ticular, of  the  force  of  habit,  is,  if  I  may  fpeak  fo,  written 
in  the  moft  legible  charaders,  and  repeated  in  every  page 
of  both.  A  ftone,  which  has  long  continued  in  one  place, 
makes  itfelf  a  bed,  and  is  with  great  difficulty  removed:  a 
plant  or  tree  that  has  lonjs  been  confined  to  one  pofition, 
or  made  to  grow  in  a  particular  fhape,  will  feldom  ever 
receive  any  other.  This  is  alfo  the  cafe  with  our  own 
bodily  frameTx^articular  poftures  or  motions  to  which  wc 
have  been  early  habituated,  can  fcarcely  be  altered  by  the 
utmoft  attention,  and  the  ftrongeft  inclination  of  the  will : 
the  obftinacy  is  ftill  greater  in  all  habits  where  defire  and 
affeftion  have  place.  It  is  eafy  to  fee  every  day,  the  vio- 
lent attachment  men  have  to  employments  and  pleafures, 
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however  trifling  in  themfelves,  to  which  they  have  been 
long  accuftomed.  But  it  18  greateft  of  all  in  finful  habits, 
becaufe  in  them  the  force  of  cuilom  is  added  to  the  original 
flrength  of  natural  corruption. 

Both  the  above  particulars  may  be  illuftratcd,  by  ob- 
ferving,  how  much  habit  and  example  together  operate  to 
the  improvement  and  perfedlion  of  guilt,  in  large  and  po- 
pulous cities.  There  we  may  often  find  fo  aftonifhing  a 
degree  of  wickednefs  of  every  fort,  as  it  is  mortifying  to 
think  that  human  nature  fliould  be  capable  of :  there  we 
may  find  perfons  who  will  perpetrate  calmly  and  fedately, 
what  would  furprize  a  lefs  knowing  finner  fo  much  as  to 
hear  of.  And  what  pity  is  it,  that  there  (hould  be  found 
fome,  who,  during  their  occafional  refidcnce  in  places  of 
great  refort,  lay  down  their  innocence,  in  (lead  of  their 
ruflicity?  and  bring  home  no  other  accomplifhment  but 
an  infolence  and  boldnefs  of  countenance  in  the  commit 
fion  of  fin  ?  That  inftrufted  in  the  principles,  as  well  as 
habituated  to  the  praftice  of  impiety,  they  are  not  content 
5wkh  doing  evil,  but  difcover  an  incredible  induftry  and 
afliduity  in  deceiving  and  feducing  others  ?  And  fliall  I 
<iot  add,  what  pity  is  it,  that  fome,  inftead  of  improving 
and  adorning  their  minds  by  application  to  ftudy,  or 
ftoring  them  with  ufeful  knowledge,  do  more  than  lofe 
their  time,  by  drinking  in  the  poifon  of  infidel  writings  ? 
Inftead  of  fitting  themfelves  to  difcharge  the  duties  of  pub^ 
lie  or  private  life,  with  propriety  and  dignity,  they  only 
acquire  the  unhappy  talent  of  fetting  their  minds  at  eafi; 
in  the  commiflion  of  fin,  and  make  large  additions  to  their 
(Dwn  natural  depravity  of  heart. 

IIL  Let  u§  confider  the  finilhing  ftage  of  wickednefs, 
the  moft  criminal  and  the  moft  pernicious  charadler,  viz* 
that  of  the  fcornful,  who  are  bold  enough  to  treat  things 
ferious  and  facred,  with  derifion. 

This  part  of  the  fubjeft,  my  brethren,  merits  your  par. 
ticular  attention,  and  naturally  divides  itfelf  into  thefe  two 
branches:  Firft,  The  fin  and  danger  of  it  to  the  perfons 
who  are  guilty  of  it.  Secondly,  The  unhappy  influence 
it  hath  in  polluting  others. 
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li  The  fin  and  danger  of  it  to.  the  guilty  perfons. 
Whoever  will  confider  the  (late  of  mind  from  which  fuch 
derifloa  mud  flow,  will  immediately  perceive  that  it  im- 
plies the  higheft  degree  of  profanenefe  and  impiety.  It  is 
fuch  an  audacious  attack  upon  the  majefty  of  the  living 
God,  as  mud  ilrike  every  thinking  perfon  with  aftonifli- 
ment  and  horror.  Oneofthefirft  principles  ofallreli* 
gion  is  reverence  for  the  Deity,  and  for  every  thing  that 
hath  a  vifible  relation  to  him.  This  we  find  written  upon 
the  confcicnce,  in  general,  even  of  the  mod  blindecl  hea« 
thens.  The  common  and  trivial  ufe  of  the  name  of  God 
is  prohibited  under  the  fevered  fandlions  in  the  oracles  of 
truth.  We  find  alfo  fome  indances  there,  of  mere  irrc? 
verence  being  punil^ed  in  a  very  terrible  manner.  The 
angelic  hods,  though  perfedlly  pure  and  holy,  are  yet  rc- 
prefented  as  deeply  penetrated  with  a  fenfe  of  the  extreme 
difproportion  between  uncreated  excellence,  and  created 
weaknefs,  and  filled  with  the  highed  veneration  of  him 
who  only  is  holy  :  Ifaiah  vi.  i,  2,  3.  *'  In  the  year  that 
^^  king  Uzziah  died,  I  faw  alfo  the  Lord  fitting  upon  a 
•*  throne,  high  and  lifted  up,  and  his  train  filled  the  temple. 
•'  Above  it  dood  the  feraphims  :  each  one  had  fix  wings, 
**  with  twain  he  covered  his  face,  and  with  twain  be  co- 
**  vered  his  feet,  and  with  twain  he  did  fly.  And  one 
**  cried  unto  another,  and  faid.  Holy,  holy,  holy,  is  the 
*'  Lord  of  hods,  the  whole  earth  is  full  of  his  glory."  It 
may  feem  unneceflary  or  improper  to  add,  and  yet  it  gives 
me  pleafure  that  1  can  do  it  with  truth,  the  fame  thing 
has  evidently  didinguidied  fome  of  the  bed  and  greated 
men  on  earth.  We  are  well  informed,  that  fome  of  the 
greated  inquirers  into  nature,  as  they  grew  in  years,  and 
increafed  in  the  knowledge  of  the  works  of  God,  did  alfo 
vifibly  grow  in  an  awe  and  reverence  of  their  almighty 
Maker.  Of  one  in  particular,  it  is  faid,  that  he  never 
mentioned  the  name  of  God  without  a  fenfible  paufe  in  hi§ 
difcourfe.  After  this,  what  can  we  think  of  ^ny  poor 
creature,  whofe  breath  is  in  his  nodrils,  being  guilty  of 
contempt  and  fcorn  of  the  rjamp,  attributes,  works  ox 
^ordiip  of  God ! 
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There  is  a  remarkable  difference  between  fins  of  tliii 
kind  and  many  dther  fins  which  are,  notwithftanding,  vc* 
ly  heinous  and  aggravated  in  the  fight  of  God.  Into  ma^ 
ny  other  fins  of  a  very  grofs  nature,  a  man  maybe  hurri* 
ed  by  the  violence  of  paflion,  or  betrayed  by  the  fuddert* 
nefs  of  temptation  ;  but,  if  I  miftake  not,  fcorn  of  things 
facred  muft  always  be  a  deliberate  crime  :  the  fin  can- 
not be  committed  without  a  good  deal  of  compofure  and 
prefence  of  mind  :  reafon  is  not  over-borne,  as  in  othei* 
cafes,  by  appetite ;  but  reafon  itfelf  (if  '  the  perverted 
gift  of  God  in  fuch  perfons  may  be  called  fo)  is  princi* 
pal  in  the  guilt.  A  fcorner  is  never  tempted,  properly 
fpeaking,  but  by  thefe  a£ls  and  exercifes  of  religion^ 
which  (hould  excite  the  veneration  of  all,  and  do  excit« 
the  veneration  of  many,  not  excepting  fome  of  the  moft 
profligate. 

Contempt  of  things  facred  is  an  entire  viftory  over 
confcience.  In  many  cafes  men  fin  with  fome  reludlance  : 
it  is  not  fo  much  their  choice,  as  they  are  over-borne  by 
the  ftrength  of  corruption,  and  vitiate  the  peace  of  their 
minds,  to  gratify  the  demands  pf  luft  :  hence  remorfe  of- 
ten fucceeds  the  indulgence  ;  and  though  real  reformatio^ 
does  not  take  place,  yet  it  lays  the  finner  under  frequent 
and  confiderable  reftraints.  But  in  treating  things  facred 
with  fcorn,  the  mind  is  wholly  at  eafe  ;  and  finds  its  plea- 
fure  in  the  very  impiety  itfelf.  The  truth  is,  fo  entire  is 
the  viftory  over  confcience,  that  nothing  but  fettled  athe. 
ifm  and  infidelity  can  be  guilty  of  it,  according  to  that  juft 
expreflion  of  the  pfalmift,  Pfalm  x.  13.  "  Wherefore  doth 
**  the  wicked  contemn  God  ?  He  hath  faid  in  his  heart, 
"  thou  wilt  not  require  it/' 

It  is  alfo  an  entire  viftory  over  fliame :  this  is  com- 
monly the  laft  reftraint  that  finners  overthrow.  Many 
are  confined  and  kept  in  awe  by  the  fear  of  man,  long  af. 
ter  they  have  caft  off  the  fear  of  God.  From  the  Ihame* 
fulnefs  of  fin,  religion  preferves  fome  degree  of  credit^ 
even  where  a  great  plurality  is  in  the  oppofite  intereft. 
For  this  reafon  the  prophet  Jeremiah  mentions  it  as  a  great 
aggravation  of  the  fins  of  his  countrymen,  that  they  were 
loft  to  all  fenfe  of  ihame  :  Jer.  vi.  15.    \^  WevQ  they 
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**  afhained  when  they  had  committed  abomination  }  nzf^ 
"  they  were  not  at  all  afliamed^  neither  could  they  blufti ; 
*'  therefore  they  fliull  fall  among  them  that  fall :  at  the 
"  time  that  I  vifit  them,  they  Ihallbe  caft  down,  faith  the 
*'  Lord."  But  is  it  not  evident,  that  fcorners  are  dcflitute 
offliame?  They  have,  indeed,  not  only  extinguiflied  it 
in  themfelves,  but  the  manifcft  defign  of  their  converfa- 
tion  is  to  deftroy  it  in  the  minds  of  others. 

I  need  add  nothing  further  to  ftiew  the  guilt  and  dan- 
ger  of  perfons  of  this  charafter,  but  putting  you  in  mind 
of  the  rank  which  it  holds  in  feveral  catalogues  of  crying 
fins  in  the  holy  fcriptures,  and  the  awful  judgments  of 
God  which  are  denounced  againd  it^  The  prophet  Eze- 
kiel,  in  enumerating  the  (ins  of  Jerufalem,  among  many 
enormities,  hath  this  ;  £zek.  xxii.  8.  ^*  Thou  haft  dcfpi- 
"  fed  mine  holy  things,  and  profaned  my  Sabbaths." 
And  the  prophet  Ifaiah,  Ifa.  xxviii.  14,  21,  i2.  "  Now, 
*'  therefore,  hear  the  word  of  the  Lord,  ye  fcomful  men 
*'  that  rule  this  people  which  is  in  Jerulklem. — For  the 
"  Lord  Ihall  rife  up  as  in  mount  Perazim,  he  Ihall  be 
•*  wroth  as  in  the  valley  of  Gibeon,  that  he  may  do  his 
**  work,  his  llrange  work  ;  and  bring  to  pafs  his  adt,  his 
**  llrange  act.  Now,  therefore,  be  not  mockers,  left  your 
*'  bands  be  made  flronp; :  for,  1  have  heard  from  the  Lord 
"  God  of  holls,  a  confumption  even  determined  upon  the 
*'  whole  earth."  See  alfo  the  (late  of  Uiinj^s  in  Jerufalem, 
immediately  before  1I14:  liabylonifli  captivity  :  2  t-iiron. 
xxxvi.  16.  "  But  they  mocked  the  meflengers  of  God, 
•'  auvl  dei'pifed  his  \v0rcl3,  and  mifufed  his  prophets,  un- 
*'  til  the  wrath  of  llic  I/)rd  arofe  againft  his  people,  till 
*'  there  \v.:s  no  rciivjdy." 

2.  How  unhapr)y  is  the  influence  of  this  chnrafter  upon 
odi{.:rs  !  As  it  is  l;i;j;hly  criniiiir.!,  it  ir,  pernicious  in  the 
ftune  proportion.  (.lonrKltrcd  only  as  an  example,  it  muU 
li:ive  dj.:i;j;erous  triccls  :  many  fins  iliun  the  li^ht;  an;l 
arc,  by  thofc  that  conr.nit  them,  concealed  with  tiie  ul- 
mod  care.  Vv'hf?n  that  is  tlie  cafe,  whatever  they  may 
b*  to  the  :-^uiliy  pcribn,  they  are  far  from  bting  fo  d::nc;cr- 
0113  to  tiie  public,  as  thofc  crimes  that  are  not  only  often 
vilible,  but  done  on  purpofc  to  be  feen.     Now  fccflcrs  ;it 
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things  (acred  muft  always  be  an  example,  as  the  crimi 
cannot  be  committed  alone  ;  and,,  indeed,  they  often  af- 
pire  at  a  kind  of  chara£ter  for  defpiflng  religion,  and  would 
be  greatly  mortified,  Were  their  aCcomplifliments  of  this 
kind  hidden  from  the  world. 

Neitheir  is  it  merely  a  common  example  :  fcoffers  are 
net  only  barely  finners ;  they  are  advocates  for  fm  :  it  is 
their  conftant  lludy  to  break  the  reftraints  of  confcience, 
and  weaken  every  moral  obligation  in  others,  as  well  as 
in  themfelves.  This  too  they  endeavor  to  effcft  in  the 
moll  agreeable  manner :  contempt  of  religion  makes  a 
'  part  of  their  focial  mirth  ;  and  thefe  two  things  are  foon 
looked  upon  by  the  unwary  youth  as  fo  infeparable,  that 
the  one  is  quite  taflelefs  and  infipid,  unlefs  it  is  feafoncd 
by  the  other. 

It  deferves  particular  confideration  on  this  fubje£t^  that 
fcoffing  at  things  facred  is  apt  to  give  natural  modefty, 
and  the  fenfe  of  fhame  in  young  perfons,  a  wrong  and 
contrary  turn.  Modefty  is  the  llrongeft  natural  fence 
to  virtue.  We  find  notwithftanding,  very  frequently, 
that  perfons  of  great  natural  modefty  have  not  courage 
fufficient  to  profefs  or  pra£tife  what  confcience  didtates 
to  be  their  duty.  How  unhappy  is  it  when  fo  excel- 
lent a  prefervative  from  vice  is  thus  quite  perveftedf 
and  has  an  oppofite  cffefl !  All  hiftory  is  full  of  the  pow- 
erful effeds  of  a  fenfe  of  fhame,  both  in  doing  good  and 
evil.  It  breaks  the  ftrongeft  of  all  natural  attachments : 
it  is  not  to  be  overcome  by  the  fevereft  laws,  though  for- 
tified  with  the  nioft  terrible  fandlions.  Now,  as  it  needs 
no  proof,  that  fcoffing  at  facred  things  tends  to  pervert 
the  fenfe  of  ftiame,  it  muft  have  the  greateft  and  moft 
immediate  effedl  in  bringing  on  a  general  diflblution  of 
manners. 

The  malignant  influence  of  profane  fcorn  is  not  confi- 
ned to  young  perfons,  there  being  very  few  of  any  cha- 
racter who  are  not  hurt  by  it  in  a  moft  fenfible  manner. 
Would  you  be  convinced  of  this  I  How  rarely  do  we  find 
any  polTcffcd  of  a  determined  courage  and  refolution  in  op- 
poting  fafhionable  crimes  !  How  unwilling  are  the  beft  to 
J'uffcr  (hame  for  adhering  to  their  duty  !  What  a  variety 
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of  efforts  will.be  made  to  efcape  it !  Contempt  is  difagree- 
able  at  any  rate ;  and  it  is  intolerable  to  pride,  fome  re- 
mains of  which,  capable  of  being  irritated,  are  to  be  found 
in  the  very  beft  men  on  earth.  For  this  reafon,  the  moft 
cftablifhed  Chriftians  do  carefully  ihun  all  unneceflary  fi>- 
ciety  with  wicked  men,  knowing  how  difficult  it  is  to 
avoid  fin  in  one  fhape  or  other.  If  fuch  is  the  cafe  with 
the  beft,  how  dangerous  muft  the  fociety  of  fcorners  be  to 
all  who  are  able  to  bear  them ;  but  efpecially  to  thofe  who 
"  have  plcafure  in  them !" 

It  will  not  be  improper  here  to  obferve,  that  one  great 
reafon  why  fcom  aud  ridicule  is  fo  hurtful  to  religion, 
is,  that  it  attacks  things  facred  through  the  medium  of 
human  weaknefs.  True  piety  and  virtue  is  in  itfclf  fo 
venerable  an  pbje6l,  that  it  is  not  poflible  to  render  it  ri. 
diculous,  but  by  mifreprefentation  :  however,  as  it  is  al- 
ways, in  this  world,  attended  with  human  infirmity,  this 
affords  a  handle  to  profane  perfons  to  load  it  with  re- 
proach. Their  fuccefs  in  this  unhappy  defign,  is  no  great- 
cr  than  may  naturally  be  expefted  :  few  are  able  to  dif- 
tinguifh  between  a  perfon  and  his  caufe,  nor  indeed,  is  it 
poflible  to  attack  the  one  without  wounding  the  other. 
It  evidently  appears,  that  it  is  impoflible  to  treat  rcligi- 
ous  perfons  in  general,  or  the  expreflions,  forms  and 
rites,  commonly  appropriated  to  religious  worfhip,  with 
fcorn  ;  and  not,  at  the  fame  time,  bring  religion  itfelf  in- 
to contempt. 

I  do  not  mean  by  this  to  plead  for  approbation,  or  even 
indulgence,  to  any  indecency,  by  which  folly  or  vanity 
may  abufe  or  difgrace  the  worfliip  of  God :  far  from  it. 
I  think  every  thing  of  that  kind  ou>2;ht  to  be  reproved  with 
feverity,  and  oppoled  with  refolution  :  but  I  contend,  that 
it  is  infinitely  more  proper  to  treat  it  with  abhorrence  and 
deteftation,  than  with  fcorn.  Whoever  will  give  himfelf 
this  liberty,  may  eafily  find  an  opportunity,  from  the 
Weaknefs  infeparable  from  humanity,  to  throw  off  that  re- 
verence for  God  and  his  fervice,  which  it  ought  to  be  bis 
chief  folicitude  to  preferve  and  improve.  There  are  ma- 
ny whofe  vifible  weaknefs  is  to  be  lamented  ;  and,  pcr- 
fcaps,  there  is  no  human  charafter  at  all  fo  perfefltly  decent 
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in  eveiy  refped,  but,  by  imitation  and  a  little  aggrava- 
tion, it  may  be  rendered  ridiculous. 

Let  it  alfo  be  confidered,  that  it  requires  far  lefs  compre- 
henfion  of  mind  to  expofe  the  folly  and  weaknefs  of 
ethers,  or  even  to  invent  plaufible  falfehoods,  and  mifre* 
prefentthem,  than  to  reafon  with  juftnefs  and  propriety 
on  the  moft  common  fubjefts  :  A  very  fmall  degree  of 
aibility  is  fuflfcient  to  accomplifli  a  Icoffer,  who  is  not  re-' 
flrained  by  any  fenfe  of  duty.  Nor  is  this  to  be  won- 
dered  at ;  for  there  is  always  a  fufficient  number  to  whofe 
tinderftandings  the  moft  vile  and  miferable  peiformsuice 
is  perfeftly  adapted. 

In  fupport  of  all  this,  I  could  adduce  many  examples, 
abundantly  known  and  familiar :  but,  for  certain  rcafons/ 
I  fhall  only  mention  a  very  celebrated  inftance  from  anti- 
<)uity.  Socrates  was  certainly  the  wifeft  and  the  beft  man 
of  all  thejieathens,  whofe  charafters  have  been  tranfmit- 
ted  to  us.  His  behavior  was  fuch,  as  not  only  cfeferved, 
but  feemed  fit  to  command  the  efteem  and  veneration  of 
all  who  knew  him  :  yet  was  this  worthy  man  fuccefsfiilly 
turned  into  rklicule,  by  a  perfon,  whofe  writings,  which 
have  come  down  to  us,  are  to  the  laft  degree  mean  and 
contemptible.  Nor  was  the  effeft  merely  traniient ;  for 
in  the  opinion  of  many,  this  contempt  fiaved  the  way  for 
t!ie  hatred  which  his  enemies  foon  raifed  againft  him,  and 
which  brought  him  to  his  death. 

-I  proceed  now,  in  the  laft  place,  to  make  fome  improve- 
ment of  what  has  been  fakl :  and  I  think  I  can  difcover 
in  the  afpcft  of  the  audience,  that  you  already  fuppofe  I 
have  been  led  to  the  choice  of  this  fubjefk,  by  the  lat« 
atrocious  and  flagrant  offence,  committed  in  the  near' 
neighborhood  of  where  I  now  (land ;  and  which  hath  af- 
fcfted  every  thinking  and  well-difpofed  perfon  in  the 
place,  with  a  mixture  ef  indignation  and  concern.  That 
this  is  indeed  the  cafe,  I  have  no  intention  either  to  deny 
or  conceal.  Many,  I  know,  are  of  opinion,  that  fidelity 
to  my  charge  calls  for  fomething  of  this  nature  on  the  pre- 
fent  occafion ;  if  to  others  the  particular  difcuflion  and 
application  -of  this  fubjcCt  fliould  nped  any  apology,  tJ^f 
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are  two  things,  for  which  1  hope  to  have  thetellimony  of 
all  my  ordinary  hearers,  i.  That  I  have  never  omitted 
to  mention  w^  all  freedom  and  plainnefs,  the  fms  aiid 
duties  of  every  rank  and  clafs  of  men,  as  the  fubjcft  led 
to  it,  or  the  occafion  feemed  to  require  it.  a.  That  in 
doing  this,  I  have  generally  avoided  bringing  in  particular 
accidents  tba^t  have  fallen  out  in  the  place ;  being  much 
of  opinion,  that  the  lefs  perfonal  any  thing  of  that  nature 
is,  it  is  the  more  likely  to  be  ufeful.  But  though  I  conii- 
njue  in  the  fame  opinion  in  general,  there  are  fome  things 
fo  flagrant  and  atrocious  in  their  nature,  fo  dangerous 
and  hurtful  in  their  eflFefts,  that  bare  filence  concerning 
them  would  ca.rry  in  it  an  imputation  of  upfaithfulnefs 
or  partiality  in  a  minifter  of  Chrift.  And  as  in  the  pre- 
fent  cafe,  the  fcandal  feems  loudly'  to  call  for  fome  public 
notice  ofit,fo  it  is  impoOible  to  make  the  perfons  more 
^npwn  than  they  are  already  by  their  own  folly.  If  it 
could  make  them  any  more  afliamed,  it  would  be  an  un- 
ipeakable  benefit  both  to  the  public  and  themfelves. 

With  a  view  therefore  to  the  fcandal  juft  .no3v  hinted  at, 
fuffer  me  to  apply  the  truths  above  illuftrated,  by  giving 
you  fome  advice  and  diredlion,  under  the  three  Ibllowing 
charadlers,  one  or  more  of  which  will  include  every  pcr- 
ibn  who  now  hears  me. 

I.  To  thofe  who  are  young  :  in  that  lovely,  precious, 
dangerous  feafon  of  life ;  of  all  others  the  fitted  for  learn- 
ing  what  is  good,  and  unhappily  prone  to  learn  or  imi- 
tate  what  is  evil.  My  dear  children,'  this  is  not  the  firft 
of  many  times  I  have  addrefled  inftrudtion  particularly  ip 
you,aiKl  I  pray  that  God  may  open  your  hearts  to  receive 
it.  Let  me  befecch  you,  firll  of  all,  t®  learn  this  imjwr- 
tant  leflbn,  to  diflrud  yourfelves  :  1^  fenfible  of  your  inex- 
perience, and  be  perfiiaded  of  your  danger  from  the  ad- 
monitions  of  others.  The  greateft  evidence  you  can  give 
of  real  knowledge,  is  to  be  fenfible  of  your  ignorance ; 
and  of  true  wifdom,  to  be  willing  to  learn :  the  folicitude 
and  concern  of  your  parents  or  other  relations,  to  prefer\'e 
you  from  the  deilruftive  paths  of  vice,  is  from  their  cer- 
tain knowledge  of  what  you  are  now  unwilling  to  believe. 
-Above  all  things,  fliun,  as  the  pcliilence,  the  fociely  of 
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profane  fcomers.  Loft  to  all  fenfe  ofpiety,  feared  in  their 
confciences,  and  enflavedto  their  lufls,  they  av ill  do  all  in 
their  power  to  deftroy  a  rifing  fenfe  of  religion  in  your 
minds :  "  While  they  proniife  you  liberty,  they  them- 
felves  are  the  fervants  of  corruption."  Think  upon  eter- 
nity approaching  :  no  man  can  forefee  or  foretell  to  you 
now,  whether  your  time  on  earth  ihall  be  long  or  Ihort ; 
whether  you  (hall  have  much  profperity,  or  many  trials 
in  the  prefent  world  ;  but  as  the  bleffing  of  God  is  the  beft 
ingredient  in  all  temponil  mercies,  fo  being  at  peace  with 
him  is  the  beft  fupport  under  fuffering,  and  the  only  pre-, 
paration  for  death. 

But  as  all  the  delufive  arguments  in  favor  of  fjn  are 
drawn  from  this  prefent  life,  fuffcr  me  to  plead  the  caufe 
of  piety  and  truth  in  this  refpeft.  Be  alFured  that  true  re- 
ligion  is  the  way  to  health,  peace,  opulence  and  public 
efteem.  Hear  the  wifell  of  mere  men:  Prov.  iii.  16,  17. 
*^  Length  of  days  is  in  Wifdom's  right  hand,  and  in  her 
^  left  hand  riches  and  honor.  Her  ways  are  ways  of  plea- 
*^  fantnefs,  and  all  her  paths  are  peace."  Do  not  look 
/only  on  thofe  libertines  who  are  in  the  beginning  or  mid- 
dle of  their  courfe,  whofe  fpirits  are  lively,  and  their  vi- 
gor yet  unimpaired :  look  on  the  few  older  praditioners. 
Thefe  were  the  good  fellows  and  focial  fpirits  of  a  former 
period  :  their  companions  were  cut  off  in  the  middle  of 
their  days,  and  they  remain  as  beacons  for  your  inftruc- 
lion  and  warning.  Do  you  fee  them  fullen  in  their  de- 
portment, mean  in  their  attire,  and  defpifed  by  the  world 
itfcif;  their  faces  bloated  with  intemperance,  and  their 
mifcrable  offspring  pale  with  hunger,  or  crippled  by  neg- 
le£l  ?  thefe  are  the  terrible  fruits  of  midnight  rioting. 
They  were  once  as  merry  in  their  cups,  as  ready  with 
their  jefts^  and  as  great  dcfpifers  of  Sabbaths,  and  fermons, 
of  whining  and  praying,  as  any  of  their  more  fprightly  fuc- 
ccffors,  who  are  in  the  high  road  to  the  fame  defpicable  end. 

My  dear  friends,  when  you  perceive  any  one  ftirring 
up  your  averfion  to  parental  authority,  and  teaching  you 
to  defpife  the  troubltfome  admonitions  of  minifters  and 
mothers,  know  that  he  is  enticing  you  to  the  ruin  of  foul^ 
body  and  eftate.     Hear  again  the  wife  man,  or  rather  the 
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Spirit  of  God  fpeaking  by  him :  Prov.  xxiii.  19,  &c. 
**  Hear  then,  my  fon,  and  be  wife,  and  guide  thine  heart  in 
"  the  way :  be  not  amongft  wine  bibbers,  amongil  riot- 
**  ous  eaters  of  flefti ;  for  the  drunkard  and  the  glutton 
*♦  fhall  come  to  poverty,  and  drowfinefs  fhall  clothe  a  man 
•*  with  rags.  Hearken  unto  thy  father  that  begat  thee,  and 
**  defpife  not  thy  mother  when  Ihe  is  oW."  Prov.  xxx. 
17.  '*  The  eye  that  mockcth  at  his  father,  and  defpifeth 
**  to  obey  his  mother,  the  ravens  of  the  vaHey  (halt  pick  it 
•*  out,  arid  the  young  eagles  (hall  e,it  it." 

Do  you  indeed  think,  that  any  of  your  loofe  compa- 
nions,  with  all  their  profeflions  of  friendlhip  and  attach- 
ment, have  the  fame  concern  for  your  true  intereft  that 
a  parent  has  ;  or  the  fame  judgment  to  difcem  it  ?  You 
may  efleem  it  as  a  favor  when  you. are  afiifted  in  the  in- 
dulgence of  your  pleafures,  and  your  irregwlar  courfes 
are  concealed  from  the  knowledge  of  your  relations ;  but 
it  is  in  truth  the  greateft  injury  that  can  poflibly  be  done* 
you  :  it  is  often  diftreffing  to  thofe  of  riper  years  and  more' 
experience,  to  obferve  how  difficult  it  is  to  perfuade  young' 
perfons  of  eafy  tempers  and  warm  affeftions,  of  the  dan- 
ger  of  aflbciating  with  profligates.  We  reckon  it  hard 
that  you  will  not  believe  that  they  are  worthless,  upon 
our  teftimony ;  but  muft  learn  it  from  your  own  fatal  ex- 
perience. Believe  it,  there  is  no  true  friendfhip  but  what 
is  founded  on  the  principles  of  piety  and  virtue :  and  if 
you  confide  in  thofe  of  a  different  charafter,  you  will 
fooner  or  later  be  rewarded  with  treachery  and  falfchood : 
and  indeed,  the  fooner  the  better ;  for  their  friendfliip  is 
infinitely  more  hurtful  than  any  effects  of  their  difpleafure. 
Again  therefore,  iet  me  befeech  the  younger  part  of  my 
audience,  who  have  not  yet  ihemfelves  thrown  off  all  re- 
gard to  decency,  to  give  up  all  friendfliip  with,  and  avoid 
the  fociety,  of  thofe  who  have.  It  is  ufuaJly  a  hard  facri- 
fice,  I  confefs  ;  but  neceflary  to  your  prefervation  from 
the  mod  deftruftive  coarfes.  What  fignifies  the  fcom 
or  refentment  of  a  few  hardened  wretches,  compared  to 
the  peace  of  your  own  minds,  the  heart-felt  pleafureyou 
will  ^iveto  every  real  friend,  your  comfort  andhappinefs 
in  this  life,  and  the  well  grounded  hope  of  a  bleffed  im- 
mortality ? 
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2.  Let  mc  Ihortly  addrefs  myfelf  to  parents,  or  others 
who  are  intruded  with  the  education  of  youth.  And,  oh 
that  I  could  make  you  fenfible  of  die  importance  and  diffi- 
culty of  your  charge!  There  are  many  directions,  which 
might  be  given  yo\>  with  refj^ft  to  education  in  general ; 
i>ut  I  choofe  Jo  confine  my  thoughts  at  prefent  to  what  is 
fuggefted  by  the  occafion  and  fubje£t  of  this  difcourfe. 
Let  it  therefore  be  your  care,  to  preferve  your  children, 
as  much  as  poflible,  from  the  company  and  converfation 
of  profane  perfons,  efpecially  thofe  who  are  tainted  with 
infidelity :  and  who,  as  its  natural  confequence,  treat  the 
excrcifes  of  piety  with  contempt  and  fcom.  To  fufFer 
this,  when  you  can  hinder  it,  is  treating  their  fouls  in  the 
fame  manner,  as  you  would  do  their  bodies,  if  you  placed 
dofes  of  fweetened  poifon  in  every  corner  of  the  houfe. 
You  will  daily  perceive  how  children  are  formed  by  imi- 
tation, in  their  temper  and  manners :  they  mud  bear  a  re- 
femblance  to  thofe  from  whom  they  receive  their  firft  im- 
preilions :  but  if  this  is  the  cafe  in  general,  how  much 
more  mud  they  embrace  the  principles,  and  imitate  the 
practice  of  their  companions  in  pleafure  ? 

This  caution  is  fo  necedary,  that  where  counfel  and  in- 
treaty  are  not  fuflScient  to  procure  compliance,  authority 
ought  to  be  interpofed.  Mere  authority  indeed  will  be 
very  ineffectual ;  and  therefore,  I  mud  particularly  recom- 
mend to  you  an  early  attention  to  your  children's  opinion 
and  judgment  >  they  foon  form  a  judgment,  and  will  give 
early  marks  of  approbation  and  averfion  of  perfons  and 
characters.  Do  your  utmod  to  make  them  edeem  religion, 
as  the  greated  happinefs  to  every  perfon,  and  the  moft 
amiable  part  of  every  character.  Make  them  fenfible, 
from  your  condudt,  that  it  is  not  only  your  fincere  choice, 
but  greated  delight.  It  is  very  fatal  to  them,  when  they 
are  led  to  look  upon  it  as  a  burden  and  condraint.  Habi- 
tuate them  early  to  confider  all  other  qualities  as  good  for 
nothing,  when  piety  is  wanting;  and  a  perfon  of  a  truly 
Chridian  converfation  as  worthy  of  the  highed  edeem^ 
whatever  be  his  dation  or  circumdances  in  other  refpeCts. 
Remember  it  makes  a  part  of  the  character  of  a  good  man, 
as  drawn  by  tlic  Pfalmid  David  ;  Pfa.  xv.  4.  '\Iu  whofc 
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**  eyes  a  vile  perfon  is  dcfpifed,  but  he  honoreth  thctn  that . 
**  fear  the  Lord."  I  am  perfuaded,  that  many,  who  truly 
fear  God  themfelves,  are  inadvertently  guilty  of  a  great 
miftake  in  this  particular  :  they  difcover  unhappily  too 
much  of  their  admiration  or  envy  of  the  natural  advanta- 
ges of  others,  independent  of  their  mor^l  charafler. 
Drefs,  furniture  and  wealth,  are  looked  upon  as  diiiin- 
guifhing  advantages;  and  children  are  often  fuiTered  to  in- 
dulge themfelves  in  mockery  and  derifion ;  even  where 
deformity,  poverty,  aukwardnefs,  and  things  perfcftly  in- 
nocent in  themfelves,  are  the  only  objefls  of  their  fcom. 
Intelledual  abilities  alfo,  comprehenfion  of  mind,  and 
fprightlinefs  of  fancy,  are  commonly  much  the  obje£ls  of 
clleem ;  and  young  perfons  are  infenfibly  led  to  admire 
thefe  natural  qualities,  without  at  ^11  confidering  to  what 
purpofes  they  are  applied.  This  mud  neceffarily  have  a 
fatal  efiect;  and  therefore  parents  ibould -endeavor,  as 
much  as  poffible,  to  preferve  upon  their  own  minds,  and 
infpire  their  children  with  an  efteem  of  true  piety,  and  a 
horror  and  averfion  at  a  vicious  character,  whatever  advan- 
tage  may  happen  to  accompany  it. 

if  due  care  is  taken  betimes  in  this  refpeft,  I  am  per- 
fuaded  it  will,  in  a  great  meafure,  prevent  the  danger 
arifmg  from  the  example  or  folicitation  of  the  patrons  of 
in)T)iety.  Their  chief  fuccefs  depends  on  their  real  cha- 
raclcr's  lying  concealed,  till  it  is  fafe  and  proper  to  avow 
it.  They  inllill  the  principles  of  irreligion,  as  a  wife 
man  would  do  the  molt  facred  truths,  by  little  and  little, 
as  their  difciples  are  able  to  bear  them,  and  always  do  it 
under  the  difguife  of  pleafure.  There  is  nothing  more 
different  than  the  converfation  and  carriage  of  a  libertine, 
in  the  prefencc  of  thofe  of  whom  he  (lands  in  awe,  and 
among  his  leled  companions  ;  and  even  thefe  laft  are  but 
gradually  initiated  into  the  concluding  and  horrid  myfte- 
ries  of  profanity  and  blafphemy.  Young  minds  therefore 
Ihould  be  early  formed  to  fuch  a  tafte,  as  to  look  for  piety 
and  virtue,  before  they  will  give  their  approbation  or  af- 
fedlion  to  any  human  accomplifhments.  Were  this  the 
cale,  they  would  not  be  fo  often  betrayed  by  ff>ecious  ap- 
pearances, and  drawn  in,  by  degrees,  firll,  to  fuffer ;  then, 
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to  imitate;  and,  at  laft,  to  delight  in  the  mod  vicious 
pra&ices. 

While  I  am  giving  you  thcfe  directions,  I  cannot  help 
obrefving,  that  you  may  fee  thft  great  neceffity  of  wifdom 
and  prudence  in  the  religious  education  of  childreil.  Ap- 
ply yourfelves  to  it  with  diligence.  It  is  an  extenfive  and 
difficult,  but,  at  the  fame  time,  a  noble,  ufeful,  delightful 
fludy.  *^  And  if  any  man  lack  wifdom,  let  him  afk  of 
*^  God,  who  giveth  to  all  men  liberally,  and  upbraideth 
**  not."  \^ 

I  flball  now  clofe  this  difcourfe  with  a  few  words  to  pro- 
feffing  Chriftians  in  general. 

My  brethren,  when  vice  rears  up  its  head,  and  appears 
with  infolence  and  boldnefs,  as  it  will  certainly  affedt  cvtry 
good  man  with  concern,  fo  it  is  of  great  importance 
what  treatment  it  meets  with  from  the  |)ublic.  If  it  paffes 
without  notice,  we  may  conclude,  that  corruption  hath 
deeply  infefted  the  whole  mafs;  ff  men  are  afraid  or 
afliamed  to  exprefs  their  indignation  ak./it,  we  may  con: 
elude  the  confpiracy  is  formidable ;  and'^that  the  intereft 
of  truth  and  piety  is  greatly  on  the  decline.  There  are 
many,  who  in  cafes  of  grofs  fcandal,  rather  choofe  to  keep 
themfelvcs  at  eafe,  by  forbearance  and  indulgence  to  the 
guilty,  than  run  the  hazard  of  provoking  their  refentment 
by  an  honed  declaration  of  their  real  fentiments.  Nor  is 
it  feldom  to  be  obferved,  that  the  very  perfons  who  do 
leaft  in  their  own  fphere,  for  (lemming  the  tide  of  profani- 
ty, are  the  firft  and  loudeft  in  complaining  of  the  negli- 
gence of  magiftratcs  or  pallors,  in  inflifting  public  punifli- 
ments  or  cenfures. 

Whilft,  therefore,  I  am  endeavoring,  in  fome  meafure, 
(o  difcharge  my  own  duty,  I  muft  alfo  put  you  in  mind  of 
yours.  It  is  evidently  the  duty  of  all  who  profefs  to  fear 
God,  to  abflain  from  the  fociety  of  thofe  who  are  grofsly 
profane,  without  difcovering  any  fenfe  of  penitence  or 
ibrrow.  The  truth  is,  I  ought  rather  to  make  this  a  mark  ^-; 
of  true  religion,  and  affirm,  that  all  good  men  will  do  fo  yy 
than  inform  them  that  they  Ihould.  There  muft  be  a  like- 
nefs  of  difpofition  among  familiar  friends.  Had  you  that 
abhorrence  of  impiety  that  you. ought  to  have,  you  would 
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count  the  fociety  of  impious  perfons  a  flatn  and  reprcmckt 
to  your  own  cbara£ters.     Of  this  I  am  able  to  give  a  very 
ftrong,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  a  plain  and  ianuliar  prooiC 
Were  any  pcrfon  known  to  be  guilty  of  theft  and  dif- 
honefty,  or  any  fault  that  is  odious  and  difgraceful  in  the 
ivorld,  every  one  would  reckon  his  intimate  companions 
almoft,  if  not  to  the  fame  degree,  abandoned  as  himfeE 
The  fame  thing  will  certainly  hold  as  to  profanity  or  li- 
centioufnefs ;  though  indeed  it  carries  in  it  a  melancholy 
proof,  that  fins  againft  piety  or  purity  are  far  from  being 
held  in  the  fame  abhorrence,  as  what  endangers  our  ful> 
ftance  or  temporal  intereft.     I  muft  however,  here  beg 
of  you,  to  attend  to  a  Angular  and  very  ftrong  pafiage  of 
the  epiftle  to  the  Romans.     The  apollle  Paul  clofes  his 
defcriptionof  the  profane  world  in  the  following  terms  : 
Kom.  ii,  32,     **  Who  knowing  the  judgment  of  God, 
**  (that  they  which  commit  fuch  things  are  worthy  of 
**  death)  not  only  do  the  fame,  but  have  pleafure  in  diem 
'  **  that  do  them."     I  have  looked  into  the  original,  and 
find  the  words  juftly  tranflirtcd;  and  you  fee,  from  the 
conftruflion  of  the  fentence,  the  apoftle  reprefents* having 
pleafure  in  fenfual  and  wicked  men,  as  implying  a  depra- 
vity of  chara6ler  fuperior  even  to  that  of  fenfuality  itfelf. 
But  as  affociating  with  the  profane  is^a  mark  of  profani- 
ty, fo  every  degree  of  countenance  given  to  them,,  by  per- 
fons of  entire  character,  is  a  fenfible  injury  to  the  public. 
It  ferves  to  put  honor  upon  vice,  and  in  part  to  deliver  it 
from  that  juil  repro?ch  which  ought  to  be  the  punifhment 
of  the  guilty,  and  a  warning  to  others-not  to  tread  in  their 
Heps.     I  have,  on  feveral  occaficns,  obferved  that  the  pre- 
fent  period  or  (late  of  things,  in  this  place  and.  congrega- 
tion, demands  the  greatell  concern  for  the  public  intereft 
of  religion.     Growing  in  numbers,  and  growing,  I  hope^ 
in  wealth,  as  the  efFeft  of  your  own  and  your  fathers  in- 
dullry,  you  arc  in  danger  of  the  introciuftion  of  a  worldly 
fpirit  by  tlie  rifing  generation.     This  every  good  man 
ought,  with  the  utmoll  prudence  and  refolution,  to  Oppofe; 
particularly  by  doing  all  in  his  power  to  preferve  the  ho- 
Kor  and  refpecl  due  to  true  religion,  and  treating  with 
«ontcnipt  every  open  enemy  to  that  impoutaat  intereft. 
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I  fmcerely  wifli  you  improved,  and  poITcffed  of  every  ac- 
complifhment  that  is  truly  valuable  ;  but  beware  of  that 
falfe  pblitenefs,  which  confifts  in  little  elfe  than  an  oppo- 
fition  to  religion  and  fobriety.  And,  indeed  I  am  afraid 
we  ihall  not  Toon  attain  to  any  other ;  at  lead,  not  by  the 
help  of  thofc,  who  as  they  fet  religion  at  defiance,  fo  are 
equally  ftrangers  to  that  elegance,  and  fenfe  of  decency 
which  diftinguifhes  perfons  of  higher  rank. 

The  late  riotous  meeting  was  without  doubt  the  moft 
audacious  thing  of  the  kind  that  ever  was  attempted  in 
this  place;  and  therefore  calls  for  an  open  and  vigorous 
teftimony  againft  it,  by  every  perfon  in  his  fphere.  Re* 
gard  for  the  glory  of  God,  love  to  the  fouls  of  men,  and  fo^ 
licitude  for  the  rifing  generation,  confpire  in  requiring 
you  to  exert  yourfelves  in  fuch  a  caufe  :  and  fhall  I  not 
add,  compaffion  to  the  perfons  themfelves  ?  Their  worft 
enemies  are  thofe  who  treat  them  with  indulgence,  fo  long 
as  they  continue  to  juftify  or  to  palliate  their  offence. 
Nothing  ferves  to  harden  finners  more,  than  when  no  no* 
tice  is  taken  of  their  crimes ;  and  they  find  themfelvei 
juft  as  generally,  and  a$  well  received,  as  if  they  had  done 
no  evil.  On  the  other  hand,  when  they  i)erceive  the  deep 
concern  of  otI>ers  on  their  account,  it  i«  an  excellent  mean 
of  bringing  them  to  ferious  refle6lion,  and  inducing  them 
to  tremble  at  themfelves.  Wherefore,  my  beloved  hearers, 
let  me  befcech  you  to  preferve  your  horror  of  fin,  not* 
withftanding  the  boldnefs  of  fiiiners.  Do  every  thing  in 
your  power  to  reclaim  the  offenders.  Be  earned  in  your 
fupplications  to  almighty  God,  that  he  would  fnatch  them 
as  brands  from  the  burning,  and  raife  them  up  as  trophies 
of  iiis  vi(2oriou5  grace.  But  while  they  continue  in  their 
enmity  to  God,  for^^et  not,  on  your  own  account,  the  apof. 
tolic  coun!cl ;  "  hiive  no  fellowfliip  with  the  unfruitful 
**  works  ofdarknefs,  but  rather  reprove  ihem." 
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MINISTERIAL    FIDELITY  ih  DECLARING  the 
WHOLE  COUNSEL  of  GOD. 


SERMON   42. 

A  Farewell  Dlfcourfe  delivered  at  Paifley,  May,  IfGS. 


ACTS  XX.  26,  27. 

Wherefore  J  take  you  to  record  this  day^  that  I  am  pure  from 
the  blood ofqU  men  :  for  I' 
you  all  tfye  counsel  of  Godf 

My  Brethreit, 


the  blood  ofn^  men  :  for  I  have  not  shunned  to  declare  unto 
ofGi  ■ 


THESIS  words  are  a  pait  of  the  apoftl^  Paul's  dff* 
courfe  to  the  elders  of  Sphefus,  when  taking  leave 
of  them,  under  a  firm  perfuafion,  or  rather  a  certain  know* 
ledge,  that  he  would  never  again  fee  them  in  the  body* 
My  prcfent  fituation»  of  whipb  none  of  you  i?  ignorant, 
has  determined  me  to  the  choice  of  this  paiTage,  as  a  very 
proper  fijbjetl,  from  which  I  may  conclude  the  exercife 
qf  my  minidry  among  you.  I  had  once  occafion,  on 
Ipaying  another  charge,  to  t^ave  taken  a  formal  farewell  of 
a  very  afie£tionate  people,  but  had  not  courage  to  attempt 
'-^*  '  circumflances  attending  the  removal,  which,  if 

^^vidence  prevent  not,  feems  now  to  be  at  hand,  are  fuch 
as  do  not  leflen,  but  greatly  increafe  the  difHculty  of  fpeak- 
ing  frqm  fi^ch  4  fubie^.     And  yet,  iq  another  view,  they 
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feemeci  to  urge  it  fo  ftrongly,  and  to  prefent  fuch  an  op. 
portunity  of  being  ufcful,  as  I  durft  not  ivholl/  decline, 
fevery  Chriftian  ought  to  bean  obferver  of  providence. 
Nothing  will  more  efFcftually  promote  his  holinefs  and 
comfort.  And  both  a  miniller  and  his  people  ought  to 
improve  the  aQ>e£i  of  providence,  when  it  hath  any  thing 
peculiar  in  it,  to  their  mutual  benefit. 

I^t  me  therefore,  intreat  you  to  attend  to  the  following 
difcourfe,  with  patience  and  compofure.  This  requcft  I 
the  rather  hope  you  will  comply  with,  as  there  is  nothing 
intended  that  is  perfonal,  further  than  mud  neceflarily 
arife  from  the  fubjeft  itfelf,  or  be  unavoidably  fuggeCled  by 
your  own  thoughts.  I  blefs  God  that  I  have  no  com- 
plaint to  make  of  want  of  duty,  or  affe£lion  upon  your 
vde ;  neither  is  it  any  part  of  my  purpofe  to  juftify  my 
own  conduft,  during  the  time  that  I  have  had  the  honor 
and  happinefs  of  being  intruded  with  the  miniflry  of  the 
gofpel  in  this  place.  I  fliall  therefore  only  fay,  that  whe- 
ther I  have  been  able  to  deliver  my  own  foul,  by  fidelity 
in  duty,  and  by  purity  of  principle,  I  am  certain,  that 
fitry  much  has  been  laid  to  the  cbargeof  many  of  yours. 
Lead  of  all  do  I  intend  to  endeavor  to  fatisfy  you  of  the 
motives  which  have  induced  me  to  accept  of  a  call  to  a 
diilant  part  of  the  world,  and,  in  fome  degree,  a  different 
employment  in  the  church  of  Chrift.  For  this,  I  know 
that  an  account  mufl  be  given,  in  due  time,  to  a  much 
greater  Judge,  with  whofe  approbation  either  the  applaufe 
or  cenfure  of  men  are  not  worthy  to  be  laid  in  the  balance. 
The  fingle  purpofe,  therefore,  of  the  following  difcourfe, 
fliall  be  to  give  you  fuch  a  comprehenfive  view  of  the 
truths  of  the  everlafting  gofpel, — of  the  importance  and 
difficulty  of  a  minifter's  work ;  as  may  direft  you  in  the 
choice  of  another  pafior, — -increafe  your  elleem  of  fuch  as 
are  faithful, — and  excite  you  to  guard  againft  every  thing 
that  may  either  difcourage  them  in  their  work,  or  prevent 
their  fuccefs. 

The  apollle  Paul  had  planted  the  church  of  Ephefus, 
and  he  had  fpent  a  part  of  his  time  there,  very  confiderable, 
if  we  confider  the  extent  of  his  commiffion,  and  his  many 
apollolic  journics  to  different  parts  of  the  world.     In  the" 
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whole  of  his  difcourfe,  to  the  elders  of  that  church,  whoni 
he  had  lent  for  in  his  paDTage  to  Jerusalem^  vvc  fee  the 
greatcft  tetulerncfs  and  afleftion,  and  an  carncft  concern, 
to  engrave  upon  their  hearts  the  truths  which  he  had 
taught  them  while  refKling  there.  Aiid,  in  the  woixis 
of  the  text,  you  fee  the  foundation  on  which  he  takes 
them  to  record,  that  he  w:is  free  jrom  the  blood  of  all 
men  i  for^  fays  he,  /  bar^e  not  shunned  to  declare  unto 
you  all  the  counsel  of  God.  I  omit  every  thing  that 
might  be  occafionally  introduced  from  the  text,  or  con- 
text, foch  as  miniflers  being  chargeable  with  the  blood  of 
thofe  who  perifh  by  their  negleflt,  and  thc-dofitrine  of  the 
^ofpel  being  the  counfel  of  God,  that  I  ma^  fix  your  at- 
tention, where  certainly  the  emphafis  of  this  declaration 
lies,  viz.  That  be  had  declared  to  them  ull  the  counsel 
of  God,  atwl  that  he  had  not  shunned  to  do  fo,  pr  that  he 
had  not  been  deterred,  by  any  difficulties,  from  the  faith- 
ful difcharge  of  his  trulh  Therefore,  in  difcourling  fur- 
ther, on  this  fubjeft,  I  will  endeavor,  through  divine  al- 
fiftance, 

I.  To  coafider  the  fidelity  of  a  minifter,  as  confifting 
in  a  full  and  complete  declaration  of  the  counfel  of  God. 

II.  To  confider  the  difficulties  whicli  may  lie  in  his 
-way,  or  tempt  him  to  shun  any  part  of  biawork.  . 

III.  To  make  a  particular  improvement  of  the  fubje£t^ 
by  giving  you  my  parting  advices,  in  the  fpirit  of  this  paf- 
fage,  and  in  a  way,  to  the  bell  of  my  judgment^  fuited  to 
your  fituation. 

Firfl  then^  Let  us  confider  the  fidelity  of  a  minifter,  as 
con[in\ng\n  a  full  and  complete  declaration  of  the  counfel 
of  God.  This  is  a  circumllance  which  the  apoftle  feems 
to  have  laid  particular  llrefs  upon,  in  his  difcourfe  to  the 
ciders  of  Ephcfas,  as  he  not  only  refis  his  folemn  appeal 
to  themfelves,  in  thispaffage,  upon  it,  but  had  m::nlion- 
ed  it  before,  verfes,  20,  21.  *' And  how  I  have  kept 
**  back  nothing  that  v/as  proStabb  unto  you,  but  have 
**  fhewed  you,  and  have  taught  you  pjblicly,  and  from 
**  houfe  tohcufe,  tefiifying  both  to  the  Jews,  and.alf3  to 


5 1 1  Minis  U  Hal  Fidelity  in  declaiming 

^^  the  Greeks,  repentance  toward  God,  and  h\xh  toward 
**  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.*'  It  is,  indeed,  a  chrumflaDce 
o^the  utmoil  moment,  as  miniflert  may  be  fuppo&d 
much  more  ready  to  fall  (hort  in  this  refpe^  than  in  any 
other.  It  is  probable  that  many  more  are  chargeable  with 
concealing  truth,  than  afirming  falfbood)  with  negleding 
duty,  than  committing  crimes ;  with  not  building  the 
boufe,  than  wilfully  pulling  it  down.  Agreeably  to  this^ 
we  find  the  charge  of  the  prophet,  againft  unfaithful  (hep* 
herds,  is  chiefly  or  only  for  ncgle£l  of  duty,  Ezek.  xxxiy. 
2,  3,  4.  *^  Son  of  man,  prophefy  againft  the  Ihcf^rds  of 
**  Ifracl,  prophefy  and  fay  unto  them,  thus  faith  the  Lord 
"  God  unto  the  OiepherdSf  wo  be  to  the  (hepherds  of  Ifracl, 
•'  that  do  feed  themfelves  :  (hould  not  the  (hetrfierds  feed 
•'  the  flocks  ?  Ye  eat  the  fat,  and  ye  cloth  you  with  the 
•*  wool,  ye  kill  them  that  are  fed ;  but  ye  feed  not  the 
•*  flock :  the  difeafed  have  ye  not  ftrengtbencd,  neither 
'^  have  ye  healed  that  which  was  (ick,  neither  have  ye 
^  bound  up  that  which  was  broken^  neither  have  ye 
**  brought  again  that  which  was  driven  away,  neither  have 
**  ye  fought  that  which  was  loft,  but  with  force  and  with 
"  cruelty  have  ye  ruled  them."  But  that  you  may  have  a$^ 
comprehenfive  a  view  as  poffible,  of  the  charafter  of  a 
faithful  minifter,  given  in  the  text,  obfcrve,  that  integri- 
ty in  declaring  all  the  counfel  of  God,  implies  the  follow- 
ing particulars. 

I.  Declaring  all  the  truths  of  God,  without  any  excep- 
tions. The  revealed  will  of  God  is  of  great  extent  and 
compafs.  It  takes  in  all  that  we  are  to  believe  concerning 
God,  and  all  the  duty  which  God  requires  of  man.  It 
gives  us  an  account  of  the  original,  and  of  the  fallen  ftate 
of  man  ;  of  the  early  purpofe  of  divine  mercy,  and  the 
Heps  that  were  ta!:en,  from  age  to  age,  in  carrying  it  into 
execution;  of  the  perlbn,  undertaking,  and  fufFerings  of 
tiic  oaviour  ;  of  his  laws  as  a  teacher,  and  his  dominion 
as  a  king.  Together  with  all  this,  we  have  a  hiftory  of 
Providence,  and  many  fpecial  examples,  inflrudions,  and 
warnings  of  the  moil  particular  kind.  Now,  my  brethren, 
h3  who  v/oull  declare  all  the  counsel  of  GocU  muft  pay  a 
t^liic  rtjard  to  tvery  part,  and,  as  tar  as  time  and  health 
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is  given  him,  endeavor  to  make  his  people  acquainted 
wiUi  the  whole.  This,  to  be  fure,  cannot  be  done  all  at 
once,  and  at  the  fame  time.  Doubtlefs  there  are  fbrae 
truths  of  more  importance  than  others.  As  the  foundation 
muft  be  laid  before  the  ftrufture  can  be  raifed,  and  the 
foundation  and  the  corner  ftones  are  of  more  moment  than 
the  finiftiings  of  the  furface  :  yet  there  is  a  mutual  fubfcrr 
yicncy  of  every  one  in  its  place  to  another,  and  not  the 
lead  can  be  wholly  omitted  without  a  real  injury  to  thofe 
th^t  are  retained. 

There  is  a  precioufnefs  in  every  truth  that  hath  the 
(lamp  of  divine  authority  upon  it ;  and,  therefore,  to  ne- 
glect any  of  them^  and  count  them  trifling,  or  of  little 
moment,  argues  a  want  of  reverence  for  the  word  of  God. 
The  holy  fcriptures,  as  they  are  full  and  complete,  con- 
taining every  thing  that  is  neceffary ;  fo  they  arc  perfeft 
and  faultlefs,  ^ containing  nothing  that  is  unneceflfary.  Se- 
rious  perfons  have  often  borne  teftimony  to  the  great  utility 
of  fuch  parts  of  the  facred  oracles,  as  are  commonly  treat* 
ed  with  moft  indifference.  Nay,  I  cannot  help  thinking, 
that  the  veneration  due  to  God,  who  doth  nothing  in  vain, 
obliges  us  to  believe  the  utility  ^ven  of  thofe  paffages 
whole  purpofe  we  ourfdves  may  not  as  yet  have  clearly 
perceived. 

They  are  therefore  greatly  to  be  blamed  who  are  at  no 
pains  to  make  known  the  counfel  of  God,  in  its  full  ex- 
tent ;  but  how  much  more  thofe  who  fatisfy  themfelves 
with  infilling  uponfome  things,  which  may  be  moft  agree- 
able to  their  own  tafte  and  difpofition,  to  the  entire  ne- 
gledl  of  others  that  are  perhaps  of  equal  or  of  greater  mo- 
ment ?  We  fee  this  happen  too  frequently,  that  things 
which  fill  almoft  every  page  in  the  holy  fcriptures  can 
fcarce  obtain  a  place  in  many  fermons.  We  fee  fome 
induftrioufly  avoid  the  truths  of  the  everlafting  gofpel,  and 
others  the  duties  of  the  moral  law.  The  evil  of  this  is  the 
greater,  that  there  is  fuch  a  relation  between  the  feveral 
parts  of  God's  revealed  will,  that  if  any  one  is  left  out, 
every  view  given  df  the  reft  muft  be  not  only  partial  but 
nnjuft.  He  who  truly  undcrftands  the  fcriptures,  will 
foon  perceive,  that  there  is  fuch  an  infeparable  coimexion 
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between  one  truth  and  another,  that  you  can  hardly  ad- 
mit one  without  admitting  or  reje£ling  the  whole ;  and 
that  none  of  them  can  be  withdrawn,  or  concealed,  with- 
out a  inanifeft  injury  to  the  beauty  and  fulnefs  of  the  gene- 
ral fyllem. 

But,  of  all  others,  the  mod  wonderful  fct  of  men  are 
thofe,  who  are  for  concealing  fome  of  the  truths  of  God, 
left  they  (hould  be  abufed.  The  fovereignty  of  God,  his 
eternal  purpofe  and  the  freenefs  of  his  grace,  are  often 
paflfed  by,  under  thi»  ridiculous  pretence.  I  would  de- 
fpife  the  wifdom  of  fuch  perfons  ;  it  is  arrogance ;  it  is 
impiety.  I  do  not  know  any  truth  that  cannot  be  s^ufed 
by  perverfe  and  corrupt  minds,  or  that  has  not,  in  many 
inftances,  been  abufed.  But  is  this  a  reafon  for  conceal. 
ing  them  ?  No.  I  would  preach  them  openly  ;  I  would 
preach  them  fully ;  I  would  endeavor  to  guard  Aem 
againft  the  abufe  ;  and  let  fmners  know,  that,  if  they  wrtft 
the  good  word  of  God,  they  do  it  to  their  own  deftruftion. 
Oh !  that  there  were  more  fubjetlion  of  mind  to  the  wif- 
dom of  God :  more  of  a  deep  and  inward  convidion, 
that  whatever  he  hath  appointed,  is,  for  that  very  reafon, 
wifeft  and  beft.  There  would  not  then  be  fo  many  at- 
tempts to  explain  away  what  is  clearly  contained  in  the 
New  Teftament ;  but  we  (hould  join,  from  the  heart,  with 
the  apoftle  Paul  in  faying,  Rom.  xi.  33.  ''  O  the  depth 
**  of  the  riches  both  of  the  wifdom  and  knowledge  of  God ! 
**  how  unfearchable  are  his  judgments,  and  his  ways  paft 
♦*  finding  out  ?" 

2.  Integrity  of  declaring  all  the  counsel  ofGod^  implies 
preaching  the  truths  of  the  gofpel  in  their  full  and  juft  pro- 
portion.  Under  the  former  particular,  I  have  Ihcwn  the 
ileceflity  of  doing  juftice  to  every  truth ;  let  us  now  add 
the  duty  of  giving  their  full  room  and  place  to  important 
and  fundamental  truths.  In  order  to  make  a  juft  portrait 
of  a  human  body,  it  is  neceffary,  not  only  to  have  all  the 
parts,  but  to  have  every  one  in  the  rrne  proi)ortion  it  bears 
fo  another.  If  otie  member  is  fwelled  to  an  unnatural 
or  monftroiis  bulk,  and  others  are  ftirunk  or  fhrivellcd 
away  almoft  to  nothing,  it  will  make  the  moft  unfeem- 
}y  figure.     Agreeably  to  this,  he,  who  would  faithfully 
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dedare  the  counsel  of  Gcd^  muft  have  a  particular  eye 
to  the  great  and  leading  truths  of  the  gofpel,  on  which  the 
reft  depend,  and  from  which  they  derive  their  force  and 
meaning.  ^^ 

If  we  look  into  the  fcriptures  oNhe  Old  and  New  Tef- 
tament,  we  (hall  find  certain  leading  truths,  which  are  of 
So  great  monient,  that  they  ought  hardly  ever  to  be  out  of 
view  ;  fuch  as  the  loft  ftate  of  man  by  nature ;  the  abfo- 
lute  neccflity  of  falvatioa  through  Chrift ;  the  fuffering  of 
the  Saviour  in  the  finner^s  room ;  and  free  forgivenefs 
through  the  blood  of  the  atonement ;  the  neceffity  of  rege- 
neration ;  and  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  to  enlighten, 
fan£tify  and  comfort  hvs  people.  Thefe  truths  are  of  fuch 
unfpeakable  moment,  in  divine  revelation,  that  they  ought 
to  be  ctearly  explained,  ftrongly  inculcated,  ^nd  frequent- 
ly  repeated  ;  they  are  the  doftrines  of  the  reformation ; 
they  make  the  fubftance  of  all  theProteftant  confeflions; 
they  are  the  glory  of  the  Proteftant  churches  ;  and  have 
been  fealed  by  the  blood  of  thoufands  of  fuffering  mar- 
tyrs. And,  indeed,  it  comforts  me,  under  the  negleft 
with  which  they  are  treated,  at  prefent,  by  many  worldly 
perfons  in  a  ftate  of  outward  eafe  and  fecuritytothechurch, 
that,  if  ever  it  pleafe  God,  for  our  fins,  to  throw  us  intQ 
the  furnace,  they  will  then  difcover  their  honor,  they 
will  recover  their  luftre,  becaufe  they  will  certainly  mani- 
feft  theii*  influence. 

How  fhall  I  make  you  more  fenfible,  what  it  is  to  give 
their  full  robm  to  ihefe  important  truths,  than  by  putting 
you  in  mind  of  the  regard  that  was  paid  to  them  by  the 
apoftles  of  our  Lord,  who  received  their  commiflion  im- 
mediately from  himfelf,  and  were  not  only  the  firft,  but 
the  beft  and  moll  fuccefsful  minifters  that  ever  were  em- 
ployed in  the  church  of  ChriU  ?  What  a  multitude  of  paf- 
fages  might  I  cite  to  this  purpofe  ?  ASs  iv.  12. "  Neither 
*'  is  there  falvation  in  any  other ;  for  there  is  none  other 
"  naii'e  under  heaven  given  among  men,  whereby  we 
**  muft  be  fayed."  i  Cor.  iii.  11.  "  For  other  foundation 
**  can  no  man  lay  than  that  is  laid,  which  is  Jefus  Chrift.'* 
Phil.  iii.  7,  8,  9.  "  But  what  things  were  gain  to  me, 
**  thole  I  counted  lofs  for  Chrift.     Yea,  doubtlefs,  and  I 
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"  count  all  things  but  lofs,  for  the  excellency  of  the  know- 
"  ledge  of  Chrift  Jefus,  my  Lord,  for  whom  I  have  fuflFcr- 
"  ed  the  lofs  of  all  things,  and  do  count  them  but  dung, 
^^  that  I  may  win  ChriHhnd  be  found  in  him,  not  ha- 
"  ving  mine  own  rightwufnefs,  which  is  of  the  law,  but 
**  that  which  is  through  the  faith  of  Chrift,  the  righteouf- 
"  nefs  which  is  of  Gpd  by  faith  ?"     Without  citing  any 
Xnore  paflages,  I  (hall  only  obferve,  that  though  the  apof- 
tles  introduced  a  great  variety  of  truths  in  their  writings 
occafionally,  fuch  was.  In  their  opinion,  the  importance 
of  the  doftrine  of  falvation  by  the  crofs  of  Chrift,  that 
they  denominated  the  gofpel   by  it.     Preaching  Chrift, 
and  preaching  the  crofs  of  Chrift,  was,  with  them,  the 
fame  thing  as  preaching  the  whole.     I  do  not  thinicthe 
apoftle  Paul  was  defedlive,  in  giving  particular  inftruc- 
tions,  upon  every  fubjeft,  to  thofe  churches  which  he  ei- 
ther  planted  or  watered;  yet  he  fays  to  the  Corinthians, 
I  Cor.  ii,  2.  **  For  I  determined  not  to  know  any  thing 
"  among  ypu,  fave  Jefus  Chrift,  and  him  crucified  ;**  in- 
timating tbat  fuch  was  his  attachment  tp  that  great  truth, 
that  it  would  ocpupy,  in  a  manner^  the  whole  of  his  time 
and  labor  ;  or  rather,  that  it  had  fuch  an  intimate  connexi- 
on with  every  other  part  of  the  will  of  God,  that,  be  the 
fubje£t  what  it  would,  this  could  hardly  be  entirely  out  of 
view. 

He,  who  would  declare  the  whole  counsel  of  Gqd^  muft 
ftill  place  thefe  great  and  operative  dodrines  in  a  con- 
fpicuous  point  of  view  ;  he  niuft  not  pafs  them  over  flight- 
ly  ;  he  muft  not  even  fpeak  of  them  coldly,  but  in  luch  a 
rrianner,  as  to  Ihow,  that  he  knows  their  truth,  and  feels 
their  moment.  What  an  inconfillency  for  a  Chriftian 
minifter,  to  fpeak  of  the  Lord  Redeemer  in  fuch  a  ftvle, 
as  naturally  leads  the  hearers  to  put  him  upon  a  level  with 
Socrates  or  Pfato,  or  other  uninlpired  teachers,  who  ne- 
ver pretended  to  be  faviours  ?  What  poifon  to  the  fouls 
of  men,  for  any  to  fpeak,  as  if  they  were  fpeaking  to 
Adam  before  the  fall,  and  to  fing  thofe  finncrs  afleep  ia 
fecurity,  whom  they  fhould  endeavor  to  alarm,  that  they 
may  be  perfuaded  to  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come.  What 
betraying  of  their  truft,  to  entertain  their  people  with  an 
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affeded  difplay  of  their  own  talents,  or  idle  fpeculations, 
to  amufe  the  fancy,  when  they  fhould  be  building  them 
up  in  holinefs  and  comfort,  through  faith,  unto  falvation  ? 
The  very  manner  of  preaching  may  be  oppofite  to  the  doc- 
trine of  the  crofs,  which  hath  fo  much  humility  and  felf-de- 
nial  in  it,  as  will  infpire,  and  give  a  color,  if  I  may  fpeak  fo, 
to  every  word  that  is  fpoken  by  him  that  firmly  believes  it. 
On  the  whole,  no  other  truth  or  duty  will  be  neglefted  by 
a  faithful  minifter :  but  the  oftener  he  (lands,  as  it  where, 
in  the  centre  of  the  plan,  the  more  frequently  he  contemr 
plates  the  crofs  of  Chrift,  in  which  all  the  lines  of  divine 
truth  are  united,  the  more  clearly  will  he  fee  them,  and 
the  better  will  he  be  able  to  judge  at  what  time  and  place 
to  introduce  them^ 

This  leads  me  to  obferve,  in  the 

3d  Place,  that  to  declare  all  the  counsel  of  Gody  is  to 
preach  all  the  truths  of  God  in  their  proper  order  and  con- 
nexion. To  allude  to  the  fimilitude  formerly  ufed  of 
making  a  portrait  of  a  human  body,  every  member  mull 
not  only  be  in  its  juft  proportion,  but  in  its  proper  place. 
In  teaching  every  fcience,  there  is  a  certain  order  that 
mull  be  obfervcd,  otherwife  the  labor  will  be  in  a  great 
meafure  loft;  but  it  holds  in  nothing  more  ftrongly,  than 
in  teaching  religion^  and  opening  the  truths  of  the  gofpel. 
I  might  confirm  this  by  many  examples,  or  rather,  indeed, 
by  going  through  the  whole  fyftem  of  divine  truth,  but 
fliall  only  make  a  remark  or  two,  for  illuftrating  the  ob- 
fervation.  The  neceffity  of  falvation  by  Chrift,  is  found- 
ed upon  the  loft  ftate  of  man  by  nature.  Unlefs  the  one 
is  firft  cftablifhed,  the  beauty  and  meaning  t)f  the  other  will 
whoHy  difappear ;  unlefs  we  are  now  in  a  corrupt  and 
guilty  ftate;  unlefs  man  has  indeed,  loft  the  knowledge  of 
the  true  God,  the  kindnefs  of  God  to  his  peculiar  people, 
the  promifes  in  the  prophetic  writings  of  light  to  the  Gen- 
tiles, and  the  riches  of  divine  grace  in  the  gofpel,  fpoken 
of  infuch  magnificent  terms,  muft  all  appear  inconfidera- 
ble,  and  unworthy  of  regard.  Unlefs  you  can  convince 
n)en  of  their  fins,  and  make  them  fenfible  of  the  holinefs 
and  juftice  of  God,  in  vain  will  you  preach  the  gofpel  to 
them;  in  vain  will  you  call  it  *'  glad  tidings  of  great  joy 
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*'  to  all  people;''*  they  do  not  underftand  the  terms,  they 
will  deride  the  mcffage^  and  fpum  the  offered  mercy. 

If  you  preach  the  free  forgivenefs  of  fin  through  Chrift, 
without,  at  the  fame  time,  Ihcwing  the  neceffily  of  rege- 
neration and  fanftification  by  his  Spirit,  it  will  either  not 
be  embraced  at  all,  or  it  will  be  turned  into  licentioufiiefs. 
And,  if  you  preach  the  duties  of  tlie  law,  without^  at  the 
fame  tin^e,  difplaying  the  grace  of  the  gofpel,  and  the 
vital  influence  that  flows  from  the  head  to  the  members, 
you  will  either  build  up  men  in  a  dellruftive  fyftem  of 
Pharii'aical  religion  and  felf-righteoufnefs,  or  bring  them 
under  the  Egyptian  bondage,  of  making  brick,  though 
they  are  not  fumilhed  with  draw.  The  privileges  aiii 
duties  of  the  gofpel  (land  in  an  infeparable  connexion  \ 
if  you  take  away  the  firft,you  ftarvc  and  mortify  the  laft. 
Hear  what  our  Lord  himfclf  fays.  John  xv.  4,  5.  "  Abide 
*'  in  me,  and  I  in  you.  As  the  branch  cannot  bear  iruit, 
*'  of  itfelf,  except  it  abide  in  the  vine  ;  no  more  can  ye, 
*^  except  ye  abide  in  me.  I  am  the  vine,  ye  are  the  brap- 
^'  ches :  he  that  abideth  in  me,  and  I  in  him,  the  fame 
"  bringeth  forth  much  fruit;  for  without  me  ye  can  do 
**  nothing."  I  fay  the  fame  thing  of  not  inforcing  the 
duties  of  the  gofpel  with  the  great  and  powerful  motives 
drawn  from  its  truths.  You  fee  in  what  a  convincing  and 
aflTefting  manner  the  apoftle  Paul  fpeaks  of  his  own  con- 
duiSl,  and  that  of  the  other  apoIUes,  2  Cor.  v.  14,  15. 
**  For  the  love  of  Chrill  conflrainet.h  us,  becaufe  we  thus 
**  judge,  that  if  one  died  for  all,  then  were  all  dead  :  and 
**  that  he  died  for  all,  that  they  which  live,  lliould  not 
*'  henceforth  live  into  themfelves,  but  ujito  him  which 
*' died  for  them,  and  rofe  again."  It  is,  doubtlefs^  law- 
ful, nay,  it  is  for  the  glory  of  God,  to  make  occafional 
mention  of  every  argument  againft  fin,  drawn  from  na- 
ture, reafon,  arid  experience,  to  fhew  that,  **  the  law  is 
*'  holy,  the  commandment  holy,  jull,  and  good."  But 
let  us  not  hope  to  make  confcicntious,  aftive,  fruitful 
Chrlliians,  any  other  way,  than  by  teaching  them  to  live 
*'  the  life  that  they  live  in  the  flc(h,  a  life  of  faith  on  tfi# 
*'  Son  of  God,  who  loved  them,  and  gave  himfclf  for 
^  thwin." 
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All  who  know  the  grace  of  Gocl  in  truth,  will  defire  to 
have  this  connexion  between  one  truth  and  another,  and 
the  influence  of  truth  on  duty  inviolably  prcferved.  It  is, 
indeed,  common  with  fome  to  alledge,  that  the  friends  of 
the  gofpel,  thofe  who  are  attached  to  the  doftrine  of  re- 
demption, are  enemies  to  the  law,  and  that  they  do  not 
love  to  hear  their  duty  preached  to  them.  I  look  upon 
this  as  an  unjuft  and  deteftable  flander,  and  commonly 
fpread  by  thole  who  know  nothing  of  the  fubferviency  of 
the  law  to  the  gofpel,  or  rather  who  underftand  very  little 
chher  of  the  one  or  the  other.  If  a  minifter  preaches  the 
holinefs  of  God's  nature,  with  whom  evil  cannot  dwell ; 
if  he  preaches  the  duties  of  the  moral  law,  in  all  the  force 
of  its  unchangeable  obligation^  and  all  the  terror  of  its 
awful  fanflton,  in  order  to  convince  his  hearers,  that  they 
are  liable  to  wrath,  I  know  no  found  Chridian  who  will 
find  fault  with  it :  nay,  I  am  perfuaded,  that  mini(lers» 
who  love  the  doftrine  of  falvation  by  grace,  do  often  preach 
the  moral  law  in  fuch  terms,  that  many  legal  perfons  are 
ready  to  tremble  at  the  hearing  of  it ;  for  they  willingly 
ufe  the  words  of  the  apoftle  Paul,  Gal.  iii.  10.  **  For  as 
**  many  as  are  of  the  works  of  the  law,  are  under  the  curfe; 
**  for  it  is  written,  curfed  is  every  one  that  continueth  not 
•*  in  all  things  which  are  written  in  the  book  of  the  law 
•*  to  do  them."  But  if  ferious  perfons  hear  the  duties  of 
the  law,  preached  as  the  grounds  of  their  acceptance,  and 
the  foundation  of  their  peace  with  God,  it  is  no  wonder 
that  they  fay,  after  an  approved  example,  "  if  righteouf- 
"  nefs  came  by  the  law,  then  Chrift  is  dead  in  vain.'* 

Again,  if  a  minifter  preach  the  duties  of  the  gofpel,  ex- 
plain them  in  all  their  extent,  and  prefs  them  by  argu- 
ments  drawn  from  the  New  Teftament,  as  the  fruits  of 
faith,  As  the  evidences  of  their  change,  as  a  debt  of  grati- 
tude to  their  Redeemer,  as  the  marks  of  their  relation  to 
him,  and  neceflary  to  fit  them  for  his  prcfence,  I  believe 
it  will  not  be  unacceptable  to  any  of  his  people.  On  the 
contrary,  they  do  ufually  both  approve  and  delight  in  thefe 
fermons  which  are  moll  fearching  to  ihe  confcience,  and 
mod  clear  and  explicit  in  the  trial  of  their  ftate.  Titus  iii. 
8.  '*  This  is  a  faithful  faying,  and  thefe  things  I  will  that 
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^^  thou  affirm  conftantly,  that  they  which  have  believed  iri 
"  God  might  be  careful  to  maintain  good  works :  thcfe 
**  things  are  good  and  profitable  unto  men."  It  is  our 
duty  to  (Hew,  not  only  that  profeffing  Chri(lians  ought  to 
be  holy,  but  that  they  mud  be  holy  ;  and  that  if  they  live 
and  die  the  flaves  of  any  known  fin,  Chrift,  and  all  tha 
he  hath  done,  fliall  profit  them  nothing,  but  only  aggra- 
vate their  condemnation.  I  will  bear  this  teftimony  to 
my  own  heafefs,  that,  as  it  was  always  a  }>rinciple  with 
me,  to  preach  the  doftrines  of  redemption  where  they  are, 
and  not  to  attempt  to  find  them  where  they  are  not,  by  • 
boundlefs  allegorical  interpretation  ;  fo  thefe  fermons^ 
which  have  been  wholly  employed  in  explaining  and  en- 
forcing particular  duties,  opening  their  principles,  diftin- 
guifliing  them  from  their  counterfeits,  and  prefiing  them 
upon  the  confcience,  have  met  with  as  much  approbation, 
and  been  heard  with  as  little  fufpicion  as  any  whatever. 
But  if  any  miniiler  had  preached  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to 
fet  the  dodkrine  of  falvation  altogether  afide,  and  to  fup- 
pofe  that  we  could  obey  in  our  own  ftrength,  or  that  God 
was  indebted  to  us  for  our  works,  inftead  of  our  being  in- 
debted to  him,  both  for  ftrength  to  perform  them,  and 
mercy  to  accept  them,  I  believe  it  would  not  have  pafled 
without  cenfure  ;  and  I  fmcerely  pray,  that  the  time  may 
never  cone,  when  it  will,  in  any  corner  of  this  church, 
but  efpecially  from  the  pulpit  in  which  I  now  ftand. 

I'he  delufion  and  abfurdity  that  finds  place  with  many, 
deferves  the  greateft  pity*  It  is  not  uncommon  to  hear 
certain  perfons  pouring  out  the  bittereft  invedlives  in  pul- 
pit  and  converfation  againft  others,  as  enemies  to  morali- 
ty, as.turning  the  grace  of  God  into  licentioufnefs,  as  not 
only  neglefting,  but  even  oppofing  the  obligation  of  his 
law.  In  the  mean  while,  if  you  hear  the  firft,  you  fliall 
rarely  meet  with  any  thing  but  what  is  quite  loofe  and  ge- 
neral, a  declamation  on  the  beauty  of  virtue,  and  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  holinefs,  or  a  very  imperfeft  fketch  of  the  offices 
due  from  man  to  man  in  the  common  intercourfe  of  focial 
life.  And,  if  you  hear  the  other,  it  is  probable  you  may 
hear  many  of  the  hard  Mayings  of  the  gofpel,  not  only  the 
nccQffity  of  doing  iufiice,  and  loving  merry,  with  the  ccr- 
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kin  damnation  ofthofe  who  hold  unjuft  gain  without  refti-. 
nition ;  but  the  neceffity  of  loving  God  above  all  create4 
comforts,  habitually  (lireCting  every  part  of  our  tonduft 
to  his  glory,  and  being  fincerely  and  without  referve,  fub- 
miflive  to  his  providence.  You  may  alfo,  probably,  hear 
the  duties  of  every  relation  defcend^d  to  with  a  particular- 
ity, and  the  negleft  or  breach  of  them  reproved  with  a  fe- 
yerity,  that  is  no  where  elfe  to  be  found.  No^,  I  defire 
to  know  which  of  thefe  afe  the  greated  friends  to  morality •! 
So  ftrong  is  the  deception,  that  I  have  known  feveral  of 
the  hearers  of  the  mod  boafted  moral  preachers,  who  could 
tiot  avoid  betraying,  by  their  difcourfe,  that  they  confider- 
cd  the  exercifes  of  piety,  as  no  part  of  molality,  and  verf 
confidently,  indeed,  with  thefe  principles,  treated  then! 
with  the  mod  abfolute  negleft. 

I  have  little  hope  of  the  conviflion,  but  would  gladly; 
if  polfible,  dop  the  mouths  of  gainfayers  on  this  fubje^.' 
Is  it  not  ufual  to  mark  out  the  friends  of  falvation  by  gra^e,' 
under  the  title  of  extraordinary  drift,  and  eminent  profef- 
Tors ;  generally^  indeed,  with  a  view  to  challenge  the  fiii- 
cerity  of  that  profeffion,  and  load  it  with  obloquy  and  re- 
proach ?  But  confider,  I  pray  you,  with  what  propriety  you 
give  them  the  name  of  profeflbrs  ?  what  is  it  that  they  pro^ 
fefs  ?  It  isi  that  they  are  nothing  in  themfelves  and  de- 
ferve  nothing  at  the  hand  of  God  but  wrath  for  their  fins ; 
that  they  have  no  hope  of  acceptance,  but  by  the  free  grace 
of  God  through  the  redemption  that  is  in  Chrid ;  that  the^ 
can  do  nothing  of  themfelves  that  is  good,  but  by  the 
grace  of  God,  are  what  they  are  ;  fo  that  there  \i  no  room 
left  for  them  to  glory.  Is  not  this  their  faith  and  perfua- 
fion  ?  Why  are  they  then  called  profeflbrs  ?  You  are 
the  profeflbrs,  who  make  your  boad  of  the  law,  and  glo- 
ry in  the  excellence  and  perfeftion  of  human  virtue. 
Shew  us  then  your  faith  by  your  works ;  judify  your  pro- 
feflion  by  your  praftice ;  boafting  will  bring  you  little  ere* 
dit.  But  let  us  fee  who  have  the  mod  fober,  honed,  holy, 
heavenly  lives ;  tliefe  are  certainly  a6tuated  by  the  bell 
principles. 

But,  I  mud,  in  part,  retraft  what  I  have  faid ;  for,  after 
ail,  the  fervants  of  Chrid  are  indeed  profeflbrs.     They 
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have  taken  on  the  holy  profeiiion  of  the  gofpel :  and,  iit 
hOi^  any  inftance  of  irregular  condu£t  in  them  is  more 
obferved,  more  deeply  reproached,  and  gives  greatei;  of- 
fence than  the  very  fame  in  peribns  of  a  difierent  charac- 
ter. When  they  depart  from  their  duty,  and  from  ftridk- 
nefa  of  cooverfation,  I  give  Ihem  freely  up  to  the  cen- 
fures  of  their  enemies  \  they  have  richly  deferved  them, 
and  therefore  they  ought  to  bear  them.  In  the  mean  time, 
let  me  put  thofe  in  mind,  who,  in  the  midft  of  their  tri- 
umph, ftigmatize  them  with  the  name  oi professors^  that 
they  do  them,  of  tdXhtr  their  profeffion^  more  honor  than 
they  arc  aware  of  >  for  they  (how  that  they  themfelves  are 
fenfible  that  fueh  principles  ought  to  have  produced  boli- 
nefs  in  the  converfation.  So  far  as  they  reproach  the  fin- 
ner,  or  the  dete£ted  hypocrite,  they  do  what  i&  right,  and 
it  can  fcarcely  be  over  done.  But,  when  they  take  occa- 
Son  to  bring  a  reproach  on  the  profession  itfelf^  their  very 
{ucceis  is  a  condemiKition  of  themfelves ;  for  that  the  grofy 
crimes  of  their  own  admirers,  are  lefs  offenfive,  is  juft  be- 
caufe  their  profession  is  lef&  holy.  Nothing  would  give 
me  greater  pain,  than  to  undcrftand  that  my  dodrine 
were  to  the  tafte  of  midnight  rioters,  fwearcrs,  and  Sab- 
bath breakers  ;  and,  if  any  fuch  are  found  among  the  ad- 
mirers of  moral  preaching,  their  teachers  could  not  do 
themfelves  a  greater  honor,  than  by  renouiKing  the  con^ 
nexion. 

4th.  Fidelity  in  declaring  the  whole  counsel  ofGod^  im- 
plies preaching  every  truth  in  its  proper  feafon.  **  There 
**  is  as  Solomon  tells  us,  a  time  for  every  thing  under  the 
"  fun  ;"  and,  where  the  truths  of  the  gofpel  are  taught  in 
their  feafon,  it  gives  them  a  particular  lullre,  as  well  as  an 
uncommon  force.  That  you  may  undcrftand  what  I 
mean  by  preaching  the  truths  of  religion  in  their  feafon, 
you  may  obferve,  that,  befides  giving  with  afllduity  and 
care,  the  neceffary  inftruftions  for  every  particular  duty 
incumbent  on  perfons,  families  or  congregations,  the  fca- 
Ibn  may  vary,  and  the  propriety  and  neceffity  of  infifling 
upon  fome  truths,  may  arife  from  two  circumftanccs  ; — 
the  ftate  of  religion  among  a  people ; — and  the  afpeft  of 
Providence  towards  them. 
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id.  It  may  arife  from  the  ilate  of  religion  among  a  peo« 
pie.  Surely  it  is  the  duty  of  a  minifter  to  fuit  bis  inftruc* 
tions  to  the  prefent  and  moft  preffing  necellities  of  his 
hearers  ;  not  to  foder  their  prejudices,  but,  with  care  and 
judgment,  to  correft  them ;  not  to  pardon  er  overlook 
their  prevailing  errors,  but  to  rectify  them  ;  not  to  bear 
with  epidemic  fins,  but  with  boldnefs  and  feverity,  to 
reprove  them.  It  will  be  feen,  on  th*e  following  beadf 
that  fome  of  the  greateft  difficulties  that  lie  in  the  way  of 
minifters,  and  the  (Irongeft  temptations  to  unfaithfulnefs, 
come  from  this  quarter.  At  prefent  I  fliall  only  ihortly 
illuftrate  the  d)fervation,  and  fupport  it  by  the  pra&ice  ot 
the  apoAles.  We  fee,  that,  in  fpeaking  either  to  perfons 
or  churches,  they  took  care  to  have  a  particular  eye  to 
their  (late  and  charafler,  and  adapted  their  inftruftions, 
and  even  their  expreffions,  to  thefe  circumftances  with 
the  utmoft  fidelity,  and  the  greateft  ikill.  Neither  is  there 
any  way  by  which  we  can  (0  well  enter  into  the  mean-< 
ing  of  the  fi:riptures,  or  perceive  their  beauty,  as  by  con« 
fidering  the  conditions  and  characters  of  tbofe  to  whom 
the  feveral  parts  of  them  are  immediately  addrefled.  Wo 
ihall  alfo  lee  a  mixture  of  zeal  and  prudence  in  the  holy 
apoftles,  when  a£ting  under  the  dire£tion  of  the  Spirit  of 
God.  What  an  admirable  example  have  we  of  propriety 
and  fidelity  in  the  apoftle  Paul's  difcourfe  to  Felix,  tfai^ 
Roman  governor,  when  he  defired  to  hear  him  concerning 
the  faith  of  Chrid?  We  are  told,  ACtsxxiv.  35.  that  ho 
took  occafion  to  ^^  reafan  of  righteoufnefs,  temperance^ 
*^  and  judgment  to  come.'*  In  fpeaking  to  one,  who 
had,  probably,  no  other  intention,  in  defiring  to  hear 
him,  than  to  gratify  his  curiofity,  by  obtaining  a  diftin£fc 
account  of  the  wonderful  hidory  of  Chrid,  he  thought 
proper  to  apply  to  all  thofe  principles  of  natural  confci«r 
ence  which  might  be  fuppofed,  yet  to  retain  fome  power 
over  him.  And  if  (as  many  judicious  interpreters  think) 
inftcad  of  temperance,,  we  iliould  read  continence,  it  was 
a  tK>ld  and  fevere,  yet  well-timed  reproof  to  him  and  Dru* 
filla,  who  were  then  living  in  adultery.  We  cannot  help 
alfo  being  (truck  with  the  unfhaken  boldnefs  of  the  Apof- 
tie,  who  could  fpeak  with  fo  much  freedom  to  the  gover- 


524  Ministerial  Fidelity  in  declaring 

por,  in  whpfe  hands  he  was  then  as  a  prifoner,  and  befor; 
,whpm  he  expected  Toon  to  (land,  and  receive  fentence 
from  him  as  a  judge. 

You  may  alfo  wferve  the  apoflle  Paul's  attention  to, 
and  concern  for  the  particular  ftate  of  the  churches  to 
which  lie  wrote  his  epiftlcs.  The  church  of  Corinth  fcems 
to  have  been  greatly  infefted  witH  divifions  and  contcn- 
tions,  and  thefe  unhappily  inflamed  by  ambitious  and  fac- 
tious teachers,  under'  whom  they  were  marilialled  as  fo 
maiiy  leaders,  and  to  whofe  name  and  intereft  they  fecm 
to  have  been  more  devoted,  than  even  to  thofe  of  \\\t\t 
Maftcfr,  i  Con  ni.  3,  4. '"  For  ye  ^re  yet  carnal :  for 
**  whereas  there  is  ahiohg  you  envying,  and  flrife,  and 
**  divifions,  are  ye  riot  carnal,  and  walk  as' men  ?  For, 
**  while  one  faith,  I  am  of  Paul,  and  another,  1  am  of  A- 
**  pollosi  are  ye  hot  -carnal?"  Agairift  this  t"he  ajx)ftle 
writes  with  the  greateflt  zeal  arid  warmth,  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  with  the  greateft  prudence.  He  f|i'ews  how 
inconfiftent  it  was  with  the  fpirit  of  the  gofpcl,  and  how 
derogatory  to  the  lionor  of  Chrift.  He  endckvors  to'  make 
them  fenfibie  that  the  moft  able  and  faithful  iriiniflers 
were  no  more  than  inftruments  in  his  hand,  arid  owed 
their  fuccefs  entirely  to  the  blcfling  of  God  accompanying 
their  labors,  as  in  the  fame  chapter,  ver.'  5, 6,  7.  **  Who 
**  then  is  Paul,  arid  who  is  Apollos,  but  minifters  by  whom 
**  ye  believed,  even  as  the  Lord  gaye  to  every  man  ?  1 
**  have  planted,  Apollos  watered ;  but  God  gave  the  in- 
**  creafe.  So  then,  neither  is  he  that  plariteth  any  thing, 
"  neither  he  that  watereth,  but  God  that  givcth  the  in^ 
creafe."  What  deferves  particular  notice,  is,  that,  in 
all  probability,  the  mentiori  of  himfelf  and  Applies  here, 
was  merely  hypothetical,  or  to  ferve  by  way  of  example^ 
The  real  heads  of  the  parties  in  the  Corinthian  church, 
were  other  teachers  than  either  Paul  or  Apollos,  whom  he 
did  notchufe  to  name,  but  ftated  his  argument  in  this  Icfs 
offenfive  and  more  conviricirijg  form.  The  triith  is.  there 
is  no  diforder  in  a  church,  that  is  harder  to  deal  with,  than 
d  fpirit  of  contention.  Other  fins  may  be  reproved 
with  feverity,  and  you  will  be  fuppofed  to  be  in  the  exer- 
cifc  of  your  duty  when  doing  fo ;  but  this  will  not  allow 
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itfclf  to  be  reproved,  bccaufc  it  will  not  confefs  itfelf  tobe 
a  crime,  and  is  therefore  often  exafperated  by  the  attempts 
to  heal  it.  You  may  fee  fometimes  a  man  of  ftrife  cover 
all  under  a  flaming  profefiion  of  religion,  and  yet  conduQ; 
it  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  we  may  fay  of  him,  as  the  fer- 
vants  of  Nabal  faid  of  their  matter,  **  he  is  fuch  a  fon  of 
•  ^  Belial,  that  a  man  cannot  fpeak  to  him." 

I  might  produce  many  other  examples  from  the  holy 
Scriptures  ;  but  thefe  are  fufficient,  to  (hew  that  it  is  the 
duty  of  a  minifter  to  fuit  himfelf  to  the  ftatc  of  religion 
among  his  people,  by  with-holding  nothing  that  is  profit- 
able, but  particularly  infifting  on  what  is  moft  needful. 
If  any  of  the  truths  of  the  gofpel  are  in  danger  of  being 
neglefted,'  if  they  are  undermined  by  fecrct,  or  affaulted 
by  open  enemies,  it  is  the  duty  of  a  minifter  to  make  fre- 
quent  mention  of  them,  left  they  {hould  be  forgotten ;  and 
to  fupport  and  confirm  them,  that  they  may  obtain  ac- 
ceptance.  If  any  duty  is  in  danger  of  falling  into  difef- 
teem,  and  a  falfe  fliame  makes  many  decline  the  pradlice,  • 
a  faithful  minifter  fliould  ftand  forth  an  open  and  zealous 
advocate  for  its  continuance.  If  any  particular  fin,  or  fins, 
prevail  remarkably  in  a  place,  and  appear  to  be  gaining 
ground,  it  is  the  duty  of  a  minifter  to  beware  of  yielding  to 
the  ftream,  or  feeking  his  own  quiet  by  filence ;  on  the  con- 
trary, he  ought  to  double  his  diligence,  and  make  the  moft 
refolute  and  vigorous  oppofition  to  the  incroaching  evil. 
.Of  all  this,  I  fuppofe,  you  will  clearly  perceive  both  the 
meaning  and  the  juftice.  Thefe  circumftances  are  the  in- 
limations  of  Providence,  and  point  out,  in  the  moft  fig- 
pificant  manner,  not  only  what  is  a  part  of  a  minifter's 
work  in  general,  but  alfo  what  is  the  immediate  will  of 
God  as  to  his  prefent  duty. 

2dly.  The  proper  feaibn  of  infifting  on  particular  truths 
may  arife  from  the  afpeCl  of  providence  towards  the  church 
in  general,  or  a  congregation,  family,  or  perfon  in  parti- 
cular. You  fee  the  apoftles  conftantly  make  ufe  of  the 
ftate  of  the  church  in  their  time,  the  number  and  violence 
of  its  enemies,  to  excite  the  fervants  of  C-hrift  to  vigilance, 
to  exhort  them  to  conftancy,  and  to  exercife  them  to  pa- 
tience.    They  alfo  fecm  particularly  attentive  to  teacM 
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their  converts  to  make  ufe  of  the  conrolations  of  the  {irof- 
pcl  with  this  view,  Rom.  viii.  18.  "For  I  reckon,  that 
**  the  fuffcrings  of  this  prcfcnt  time  are  not  worthy  10 
**  be  compared  with  the  glory  which  Ihall  be  revealed  in 
"  us'* — and  the  fame  chapter,  verfes  35,  36,  37.  "Who 
^  ihall  feparate  us  from  the  love  of  Chrid  ?  fhall  tribula- 
•*  tion,  or  diftrcfs,  or  perfecution,  or  famine,  or  nakednefs^ 
"  or  peril,  or  fword  ?  (As  it  is  written,  for  thy  fake  we 
"  are  killed  all  the  day  long ;  we  are  accounted  as  (beep 
*•  for  the  flaughter.)  Nay,  in  all  thcfe  things  we  are  more 
**  than  conquerors,  through  him  that  loved  us.**  Impend- 
ing calamities  of  fuch  an  alarming  nature  that  they  fpeakt 
as  it  were,  of  themfelves,  andaflfordthe  nobleft  opportuni- 
ties  of  awakening  the  attention,  and  moving  the  aSbAi- 
ons,  of  bringing  the  carelcfs  to  conviftion,  and  ftirring  up 
the  holy  to  watchfulnefs.  In  times  of  public  danger  too 
the  felf-feeking  minifter  throws  off  the  mafk,  and  deferts 
the  caufe,  while  the  faithful  who  remain,  are  neceflarily 
animated  with  uncommon  zeal. 

But  a  different  afpedl  of  Providence  calls  alfo  for  infiruc* 
tion  in  feafon.  In  times  of  public  quiet  and  fecurity, 
there  is  the  greateft  reafon  to  dread,  and,  by  confequence, 
to  guard  againft  indifference  and  formality  in  religion,  on 
the  one  hand,  or  unneceffary  contention  about  it  on  the 
other.  When  the  profcffion  of  the  gofpel  is  at  any  rate 
fafe,  and  in  fome  degree  profitable,  the  church  is  always 
incumbered  with  a  dead  weight  of  cultomary  Chriftians, 
who  receive  their  religion  from  their  fathers,  and  continue 
to  tread,  as  it  were,  in  the  beaten  path.  It  is  no  cafy 
matter  to  Ihake  their  fecurity,  when  every  outward  cir- 
cumftance  confpires  to  increafe  il.  And  as  the  fpiritual 
flumber  takes  hold,  in  fome  meafure,  even  of  thofe  who 
are  alive  unto  God,  it  is  no  trifling  taflc  to  exercife  difci- 
pline,  at  once  with  prudence  and  with  firmnefs,  and  to 
preferve  the  life  and  power  of  religion,  when  every  thing 
is  ftiffening  into  form.  It  is  very  eafy,  indeed,  when 
there  is  a  hard  conflift  between  health  and  corruption,  in 
the  body  of  Chrift,  that  is  to  fay,  in  his  vifible  church, 
for  one,  or  a  few  members,  to  pour  out  complaints  againft 
tbofc  who  govern  it ,  to  lay  to   the  charge  of  minillers 
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tliofe  abufes  which  are  the  grief  of  their  hearts ;  and,  all  at 
once,  to  fet  about  making  a  new  model  according  to  their 
own  fancy.  But  I  apprehend  it  is  a  much  better,  though 
a  more  difficult  duty,  to  obey  the  Redeemer's  counfel,  to 
**  be  watchful^  and  (Irengthen  the  things  that  remain  and 
**  are  ready  to  die."  Alas !  how  often  do  the  new  difor- 
ders  that  break  out  in  feparating  focieties,  betray  the 
naughty  materials  of  which  they  are  compofed.  They  are 
much  in  the  fame  way  as  the  fool  who  ran  away  from  his 
own  ihadoWy  but  run  where  he  would,  it  was  as  foon 
there  as  he*  They  run  away  from  the  corruption  of  hu- 
man nature,  and  they  Ihall  never  be  quit  of  it,  becaufe 
they  carry  it  with  them. 

There  is  one  other  temptation  which  I  ihall  briefly 
mention,  as  almoft  infeparable  from  a  flate  of  outward  quiet 
in  the  church  of  Chrift«  Thofe,  if  I  may  fpeak  fo,  who 
keep  their  garments  clean,  as  to  the  sins^  are  fcarcely 
able  to  bear  up  under  the  trials  of  the  times.  When  they 
fee  one  attempt  after  another,  for  the  revival  of  truth  and 
righteoufnefs,  defeated  by  the  (Irength  of  corruption,  they 
are  in  danger  of  impatience  and  fretfulnefs  againft  Provi- 
dence, and  fometimes  are  even  tempted  to  call  in  queftion 
the  reality  of  religion  altogether ;  as  if  it  did  not  meet 
with  that  fupport  and  countenance,  from  the  great  Ruler, 
which  they  think  is  its  due.  But  the  mod  common  dan- 
ger is,  that  of  falling  into  a  defpondentnegleft  of  duty,  of 
not  doing  what  they  ought,  becaufe  it  has  not  hitherto  had 
the  affeft  which  they  defire.  In  fuch  a  cafe,  no  doubt,  it 
is  the  duty  of  minillers  to  fortify  them,  by  giving  proper 
views  of  the  wifdom  and  fovereignty  of  Providence ;  by 
ihewing  the  paths  of  God  towards  his  church,  in  ancient 
times ;  and  that  thefe  have,  in  every  age,  been  the  com- 
plaints and  fears  of  good  men,  froni  the  weaknefs  of  their 
faith,  and  the  impcrfcftion  of  their  knowledge.  It  was 
the  complaint  of  the  Pfalmift,  Pfal.  Ixxix.  4.  "  We  are 
**  become  a  reproach  to  our  neighbours,  a  fcorn  and  derii 
•*  fion  to  them  that  are  round  about  us."  But  it  led  him 
to  prayer  for  the  revival  of  religion,  as  well  as  the  prof- 
perity  of  his  country,  verfe  5.  **  How  long,  Lord,  wilt  thou 
**  be  angry  forever  ?    Ihali  thy  jcaloufy  burn  like  fire  V^ 
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and,  in  the  8th  and  9th  verfes^  "  O  remember  not  againfl 
**  us  former  iniquities :  let  thy  tender  mercies  fpecdily 
**  prevent  us :  for  we  are  brought  very  low.  Help  us,  0 
*'  God  of  our  falvation,  for  the  glory  of  thy  name :  and 
*^  deliver  us,  and  purge  away  our  fins  for  thy  name's 
**  fake." 

But  the  courfe  of  Providence,  towards  the  church  in 
general,  is  not  only  to  be  obferved  and  improved,  but 
whatever  is  remarkable  or  fmgular,  in  particular  congre- 
gat  ions.  I  fhali  not  dwell  upon  examples  of  this,  be- 
caufe  it  is  my  purpofe  to  put  it  into  praftibe,  and  by  that 
means,  to  illuftrate  it  in  the  application  of  this  difcourfe. 
Let  it  fuffice  to  fay,  that  thofe  truths,  or  exhortations^ 
which  are  founded  on  the  vifible  ftate  of  Providence,  carry 
a  degree  of  evidence  and  weight  with  them>  that  is  pecu« 
liar  to  themfelves.  Known  charafters  and  fcenes  illuf- 
trate the  defcription,  facilitate  the  applicationi  and  increafe 
the  conviction.     I  do  not  mean  the  expofing  of  particular 

gjrfons,  by  the  introdudlion  of  fingle  jmd  recent  fad& 
ut  If  a  minifter  is  able  with  judgment  and  propriety,  to 
refleft  light  upon  divine  truth,  by  pointing  out  the  evil 
confequenccs  of  fin  in  general,  the  caufes  of  the  preva- 
lence of  one  fin  more  than  another,  and  the  infenfible 
changes  that  are  produced  in  the  manners  of  men,  by  the 
change  of  their  outward  condition,  it  is  certainly  his  duty ; 
and  when  the  (late  of  his  own  people  furniflies  the  oppor- 
tunity^  if  he  would  fpeak  the  word  in  feafon,  he  ought  not 
to  let  it  pais. 

To  thefe  obfervations  I  only  add,  that,  in  the  whole 
courfe  of  private  parochial  duties,  a  faithful  minifter  will 
fpeak  the  truths  of  God  in  their  proper  feafon.  If  in  fa- 
mily vlfiiation,  or  private  and  perfonal  admonition,  htf 
b.ith  not  a  particular  view,  either  to  th»rir  chara£ler,  as  far 
as  it  is  known,  or  their  flate  in  providence,  however  ex- 
cellent or  importwint  his  inftruftions  may  be,  in  other  re- 
fj)e6ls,  ht;  declarcth  not  the  whole  counfel  of  God.  But  if 
he  is  truly  actuated  by  a  defire  of  being  ufeful,  and  keeps 
this  circuiiiftance  \a  his  eye,  with  what  readinefs  will  he 
tomnvjtiicate  in(lru£lion  to  the  ignorant,  confolation  to  the 
ilittred,  and  reproo^'to  the  obllinitc  ?  He  will  recommend 


ihe  wboic  Counsel  of  God.  $29 

to  the  rich,  humility  and  liberality ;  to  all  who  are  in  po- 
verty  patience  arid  induftry ;  to  parents,  affiduity  in  teach* 
ing  and  government ;  to  children,  obedience,  attention, 
and  fubjeftion ;  and  to  fervants,  integrity  and  faithfulnefs 
in  their  iruft  ;  or,  in  the  language  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  as 
a  wife  fervant,  "  he  will  give  to  t^tty  one  his  portion  of 
•*  meat  in  due  feafon.'* 

5.  In  the  lad  place,  declaring  the  vobole  cdtmsel  of  God^ 
implies  preaching  the  truths  of  the  gofpel,  honeftly  and 
boldly i  Without  refpeft  of  perfons.     I  am  pcrfuaded  the 
apoftle  Paul,  who  was  himfelf  fo  remarkable  fcfr  an  uri« 
daunted  courage  in  his  Mafier's  caufe,  had  this,  amongft 
other  things,  in  viev^,  when  he  fays,  be  had  not  shunned  X,6 
declare  the  counfel  of  God.     There  are  few  temptation* 
more  dangerous  to  a  minifter,  than  the  fear  of  man;  Stith 
is  the  malignant  enmity  of  the  wicked  againft  the  goodt 
that  he  may  fuffer  injury  from  them  in  his  name,  hifi  fub- 
fiance,  and  even  this  perfon*     Againft  his  danger  our  Sa- 
viour has  warned  his  difciples  in  the  following  pafiage, 
Luke  xii.  4.     **  And  I  fay  unto  you,  my  friends,  be  not 
**  afraid  of  them  that  kill  the  body,  and  after  that  have  no 
**  more  that  they  can  do ;  but  I  will  forewarn  you  whom 
*'  you  fhall  fear :  fear  him  which,  after  he  hath  killed,  hath 
**  power  to  caft  into  hell ;  yea,  I  fay  unto  you  fear  him.** 
It  is  remarkable,  that  in  the  prayers  recorded  in  fcripture^ 
as  offered  up  by  the  apoftles,  for  divine  afliftance  in  their' 
facred  office,  as  well  as  thofe  paflages  in  which  they  afk  the 
prayers  and  interceffion  of  their  fellow  Ghriftians,  this  cir* 
cumttance  is  almoft  never  forgotten.     Boldnefs  and  ref0- 
lution  was  what  they  faw  they  ihould  always  ftand  in  need 
of,  Afts  iv,  29.     "  And  now,  Lorfl,  behold  their  threat- 
*'  nings,  and  grant  unto  thy  fervants,  that^  with  all  bold- 
'*  nefs,  they  may  fpeak  thy  word.^'     Ejrfi.  Vi.  18.  194 
•*  Praying  always,  with  all  prayer  and  fupplication,  in  the 
•*  fpirit,  and  watching  thereunto,  with  all  perfeverance 
•'  and  fupplication  for  all  faints :  and  for  me,  that  utter- 
•'  ance  may  be  given  unto  me,  that  I  may  open  my  mouth 
*'  boldly,  to  make  known  the  myftery  of  the  Gofpel. 

The  trials  of  the  apoftles  were  indeed  in  this  refpedk 
uncommonly  fevere ;  but,  even  fetting  afide  the  cafe  of 
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open  perfecution,  there  is  great  reafon  for  minirters  tt) 
guard  againft  that  fear  of  man,  which  bringeth  a  fnare. 
As  their  hearers  are  of  all  different  ranks  and  degrees, 
they  ought,  with  the  utmoft  impartiality,  to  preach  the 
duties  incumbent  upon,  and  reprove  the  fins  that  cleave  to 
men  of  every  ftation.  As  they  fpeak  in  the  name  of  God^ 
and  carry  a  meffage  from  the  King  of  kings,  they  ought  td 
do  it  with  the  dignity  that  becomes  an  ambaflador  from 
him.  They  ought  not  to  be  difmayed  at  the  prefence  of 
the  mod  high  and  mighty  of  their  fellow  finners,  when  they 
remember  the  continual  prefence  of  him  before  whom 
^^  mean  men  are  vanity,  and  great  men  are  a  lie/*  I 
know,  my  brethren,  that  there  is  a  refpeft  and  deference 
due  to  men,  according  to  their  ftation,  and  that  a  confci- 
entious  Chriftian  will  give  them  the  fubje£tion  that  be- 
longs to  their  rank,  and  authority  in  civil  life,  **  not  only 
^<  for  wrath,  but  alfo  fmr  confcience  fake^^  But  this  does 
not  hinder  him,  who  watches  for  their  fouls,  to  give  them 
faithful  warning,  and,  where  it  is  neceflary  to  debar  them 
from  the  feals  of  God's  covenant,  left  they  ftiould  at  once 
profane  his  ordinance,  and  ruin  their  own  fouls. 

I  fay,  and  1  pray  you  to  attend  to  it,  ruin  their  awn  souk; 
becaufe  I  know  not  a  greater  injury  that  can  be  done  to 
the  great,  than  that  conilant  adulation  that  is  paid  to  them, 
and  that  indulgence  to  their  faults,  which,  by  weakening 
the  reproofs  of  confcience,  tends  to  hinder  their  repen- 
tance  and  reformation.  I  take  this  opportunity  to  fay, 
that  if  eternity  is  of  any  moment  the  great  are  not  to  be 
envied,  but  pitied.  Some  are  hindered  by  intereft,  and 
fome  by  fear,  from  dealing  plainly  and  faithfully  with 
them  ;  and  it  is  wonderful  to  think  how  much  the  opi- 
nions  and  conduft  of  others  blinds  them  as  to  the  ftate  of 
their  own  fouls.  It  is  recorded,  to  the  honor  of  an  anci- 
ent bifhop,  that  for  an  aft  of  cruelty  he  debarred  the  em- 
peror himfelf  from  the  Lord's  table.  I  know  there  are  ma- 
ny who  would  pronounce  this,  immediately,  the  aft  of 
an  ambitious  and  afTuming  priefl ;  but  it  will  always  be, 
in  my  eyes,  a  revered  example  of  honefty  and  faithftilnofs 
in  a  miniftcr  of  ChriiL 
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n.  I  proceed,  now,  to  the  fecond  thing  propofed,  wliich 
was  to  confider  the  difficulties  which  may  lie  in  aminlfter's 
way,  and  tempt  him  to  shun  any  part  of  his  work.  Thefe 
are  very  various,  and  not  eafy  either  to  enumerate  or  de- 
Icribe.  What  hath  generally  made  the  greateft  impreffion 
upon  me,  either  from  experience  or  obfervation,  I  fliall 
dwell  upon  a  little  :  it  may  be  reduced  to  the  three  fol- 

lowing  heads, Sloth  or  worldlinefs  in  ourfelves,^-^— 

the  prejudices  of  our  people, — --and  the  oppofitipn  of  our 
enemies. 

I.  Sloth  or  worldlinefs  in  minifters,  themfelves,  may 
tempt  them  to  ftxun  fome  part  of  their  work.     You  will 
fee,  from  the  preceding  obfervations,  that  the  work  of  a 
minifter  is  both  extenfive  and  difficult.     It  requires  the 
greateft  intention  of  mind,  the  application,  fo  to  fpeak, 
of  the  whole  man.     It  requires  judgment  to  lay  down  the 
plan,  diligence  and  perfeverance  to  carry  it  into  executi- 
on.    Now  flothfulnefs,  and  a  love  of  eafe  or  pleafure,  to 
which  we  have  all  too  great  a  bias,  muft  be  a  very  dan- 
frerous  temptation ;  to  evada  fome  part  of  the  duty,  or 
flur  it  over  in  a  flight  or  carelefs  manner.     There  is  a  ver 
ry  great  difference  between  doing  our  work  in  fome  fort, 
or  lo  as  to  avoid  punilhment  from  our  fuperiors,  efpecial- 
ly  at  a  time  when  the  reins  of  government  are  not  held 
very  hard,  and  doing  it  with  that  zeal  and  application 
which  a  concern  for  the  ^  glory  of  God,  and  love  to  the 
fouls  of  men,  (hould  habitually  infpire.     We  have  alt 
reafon  to  be  afhamed,  that  the  important  obje£ts  we  havQ 
in  view,  and  the  interefting  fubjecls  we  have  to  treat  of^ 
do  not  put  an  edge  upon  our  fpirits,  and  deliver  us  fronj 
that  lazy  unconcerned  manner,  which  is  equally  difliOr 
norable  to  God,  and  hurtful  to  the  fouls  of  men.     I  t^ke 
the  liberty  to  obferve,  that  flothfulnefs  is  very  incident  to 
perfons  of  confiderable  abilities  ;  inftead  of  being  excited 
to  improve  their  talent?,  they  are   inclined   to   truft  to 
them.     Finding,  by  experience,  that  they  can  do  tolera- 
bly with  but  little  pains,  they  foon  come  to  content  them- 
felves with  next  to  none.     Perhaps  I  might  apply  here 
the  common  obfervation,    that  as  few  know  their  own 
wcakncfs,  fo  as  few  know  their  own  llrength,   or  what 
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diey  might  do  by  the  confcientious  improvement  of  ikAr 
natural  powers.  We  have  feen  many  examples  of  pcr- 
ibns  of  weak  capacity,  who,  by  the  help  of  piety  and  di? 
ligence,  have  done  eyery  part  of  their  minifterial  duty, 
in  a  manner  far  fuperior  to  thofe  of  much  greater  talents, 
yrhofe  heart  did  not  lie  to  their  work. 

The  danger  of  floth,  as  a  temptation,  wrill  appear,  in 
the  {Irongell  ligh(,  frpm  what  has  been  faid,  on  the  fide- 
lity of  a  minifter  in  declaring  all  the  counfcl  of  God.  He 
may  not  only  deal  with  a  flack  hand,  and  do  his  work  im- 
perfeftly ;  but,  as  it  confills  of  very  different  parts,  he 
may  chufe  the  eafier,  and  leave  the  harder.  He  may  ap- 
ply chiefly  to  what  is  moft  pleafant  tp  himfdf,  or  what 
gives  him  the  greateft  opportunity  to  (hine  in  the  eyes  of 
others,  while  he  neglects  thofe  part$  that  are  more  bur- 
denfome  to  the  flelh.  The  danger  of  this  is  the  greater, 
that  thofe  parts  of  a  mini(ler'3  work,  to  which  a  flothful 
inind  is  ufually  moil  reludant,  are  alfo  thofe,  the  negleQ 
of  which  can  be  moft  eafUy  palliated  or  concealed.  And, 
indeed,  it  is  wonderful  to  think  what  ingenious  excufes 
men  will  invent  for  the  ncgleft  of  thofe  duties  which  they 
have  no  inclination  to  perform.  I  have  often  heard  mi- 
nifters  endeavor  to  prove,  that  vifitation  of  families,  which 
(loubtlefs  is  a  very  fatiguing,  was  alfo  a  very  unprofitable 
and  unneceffary  piece  of  fervice,  than  which,  I  think, 
there  never  was  any  thing  more  maniieflly  falfe.  It  i§ 
not  only,  when  executed  with  fidelity,  of  great  immedi- 
ate ufe,  in  itfelf,  but,  by  giving  a  minijler  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  his  people,  enables  him  to  perform  every 
other  part  of  his  work  with  the  greater  propriety  and  fuc- 
cefs.  '  A  miniller  ought  to  be  like  a  fcrvant,  wholly  at 
his  mafter's  difpofal,  who  has  no  choice  as  to  his  work, 
but  is  ready  to  obey  what  God,  in  his  Providence,»lhali 
fee  fit  to  command  him. 

I  joined  worldlinefs  with  Hoth,  becaufe  they  are  near  of 
kin,  and  commonly  co-operate  one  with  another.  It  is 
not  my  intention,  in  any  part  of  this  reafoning,  to  point 
out  thofe  who  are  wholly  unfaithful,  and  mean  no  more 
but  to  fhear  the  fleece,  without  caring  for  the  flock ;  but 
loiliewhow  thofe  fmful  difpofiiions,  which,  in  part,  tak« 
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^ace  in  every  one  of  us,  jf  they  be  fufFered  to  gather 
Itrength,  may  obflruft  us  in  our  duty.  Too  many  world- 
ly  cares,  or  too  much  indulgence  of  worldly  pleafure, 
jnuft  be  a  very  dangerous  temptation  to  thofe  who  are  in- 
Irufted  with  the  care  of  fouls.  The  apoftle  Paul  fays  of 
Ihimfelf,  that  he  was  "  feparated  to  the  gofpel  of  God,"  fo 
is  every  minifter  of  Chrift.  A  prudent  attention  to  his 
neceflary  provifion,  indeed,  and  ordering  his  affairs  with 
jdifcretion,  is  not  only  lawful,  but  highly  ufeful  and  ex- 
pedient; as  it  frees  him  from  anxiety,  and  gives  him 
greater  liberty  of  mind  for  profecuting  the  ends  of  his  calU 
ing.  But  for  one,  appointed  to  labor  in  holy  things,  to 
be  either  ford  idly  covetous,  or  from  interefted  ambitious 
views  to  follow  worldly  occupations,  is  certainly  either  a 
facrilegious  breach  of  truft^  or  an  unreafonable  and  offen- 
sive 4i(lrull  of  God. 

2.  Another  very  great  difficulty,  which  often  lies  in 
the  w^ay  of  a  miniiler,  arifes  from  the  prejudices  of  his 
people^  It  would  be  idle  to  fuppofe,  that  ever  we  fhall 
find  a  people,  among  whom  there  are  no  miftaken  notions, 
OT  unjuft  prepoffeffions,  which  it  is  our  duty,  with  pru- 
dence, but  at  the  fame  time  with  honcfty,  to  withftani 
As  no  congregation  can  expeft  to  meet  with  a  perfeft  mi- 
niller;  fo  no  minifter  fliould.expeft  to  meet  with  a  fault- 
}tk  congregation.  If  there  were  any  fuch,  there  would 
be  little  need  of  a  minifter  at  all.  You  are  to  obferve, 
that  I  do  not  here  chiefly  intend  that  bias  and  propenfity 
to  fin,  which  is  natural  to  us  all,  which  reigns  in  the  wick- 
ed, and  ftruggles  for  indulgence  in  the  good ;  and  which, 
therefore,  calU  for  "  doflrine,  reproof,  and  correftion, 
**  and  inftrudion,  in  righteoufnefs."  Though  I  muft  ob- 
ferve,  that  even  with  regard  to  this,  when  any  fin  is  com* 
mon  and  prevalent  in  a  place,  when  it  has  long  kept  pof^ 
fcfllon,  and  has  been  generally  overlooked;  if  a  minifter 
fees  it  his  duty  to  reprove  it  with  fevcrity,  and  efpecially  if 
he  will  not  tolerate  it  without  cenfure,  he  may  expeft  no 
little  diflSculty  and  oppofition.  There  are  many  who  will 
complain  of  him  as  too  rigid,  and  impute  to  ill-nature^ 
and  indifcretion,  what  arifes  from  the  di£tates  of  confci* 
ence,  an4  a  fenfe  of  duty.     By  bearing  open  teftimony 
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againd  the  introdu£lion  of  fafhionable  amufemehts,  or 
conformity  to  the  world,  he  will  often  incur  not  only  the 
hatred  of  the  profligate,  but  the  difapprobation  of  thofe 
prudent  compilers,  who  are  at  once  afhamed  to  approve, 
and  unwilling  to  oppofe  any  finful  relaxation. 

But  what  I  had  chiefly  in  view,  was,  to  mention  thefe 
prejudices  that  may  prevail,  with  regard  to  religion;  and 
which  may  be  of  fuch  a  nature,  as  a  minifter  may  be  un- 
der a  neceffity  not  only  of  rcfufmg  to  comply  with,  but  of 
oppofing  in  the  mod  direft  and  pofitive  manner.  If  any 
error  or  miftake,  of  confequence,  prevail,  either  among 
his  people  in  general,  or  any  part  of  them,  either  anu>ng 
the  high  or  the  low,  the  learned  or  the  vulgar,  he  mull  en» 
dcavor  todeftroy  it.  There  may  be  indeed  prejudices  of 
io  trifling  a  nature,  that,  though  he  will  never  approve 
them,  it  is  better  entirely  to  overlook  them ;  or  in  things 
that  are  merely  indifferent,  though  unneceffary,  accorcting 
to  the  apoftolic  example,  of  '^  becoming  all  things  to  all 
**  men,'*  it  may  be  his  duty  fometimes  to  comply  with 
them.  But  this  is  not  the  cafe  with  any  thing  that  affeds 
the  fubflance  of  religion,  as  to  all  which,  if  he  attempt  to 
pleafe  men,  he  is  not  the  fervant  of  Chrift.  Now,  how 
great  a  difficulty  muft  often  arife  from  fuch  circumttan- 
ces  ?  he  is  unwilling  to  lofe  his  place  in  the  efteem  and  af- 
feftion  of  his  people,  in  general,  but  efpecially  of  thofc 
whom  he  reckons  to  be  the  difciples  and  friends  of  Chrift. 
Yet  this  he  muft  fometimes  forfeit  for  a  feafon,  unlefs  he 
will  fin  againft  God,  and  thereby  deftroy  his  own  peace. 
The  beft  way  for  a  minifter  to  fupport  himfelf,  in  fuch  a 
fituation,  is,  to  remember,  that  as  to  his  integrity  before 
God,  and  the  comfort  of  his  own  mind,  the  lefs  regard  he 
pays  to  the  jud.G[ment  of  men,  fo  much  the  better ;  if  God 
be  for  him,  it  fignifies  little  who  be  againft  him.  And  as 
to  his  ufefulnefs,  he  may  fafcly  commit  it  to  Go«l  in  his 
providence,  who  will  certainly  take  care  of  it.  Since  he 
will  not  have  it  preferved  by  finful  compliance,  he  can  ea- 
fily  rcftore  it  after  it  hath  been  a  fliort  time  fufpended,  for 
confcientious  oppofition.  The  truth  is,  an  unfteady  per- 
fon,  Ihakea  by  ihe  breath  of  popular  opinion,  is  unworthy 
of  filling  the  ftatipn  of  a  minifter  of  Chrift.     As  he  fliould 
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tiot  be  terrified  by  the  threatenings  of  the  great,  neither 
ihould  he  be  overcome  by  the  clamors  of  the  multitude* 
And  if  neither  humor  nor  intereft,  but  confcience,  has  in* 
deed  been  his  guide,  he  may  reft  aflured  that  God,  infi- 
nitely wife,  will  "  bring  forth  his  righteoufnefs  as  the 
^  light,  and  his  judgment  as  the  noon  day«" 
-  My  brethren,  I  thank  God,  that  I  fpeak  this  from  a  con- 
vi£tion  of  the  general  truth,  more  than  from  having  fufier- 
ed  much  in  this  refpe£t  in  my  own  experience.  I  (hail 
mention  to  you,  however,  one  example,  that  I  may  ill uf- 
trate  the  remark,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  further  difcharge 
my  own  duty 4  It  hath  always  feemed  to  me  of  great  mo- 
ment, to  preferve  juft  views  of  the  facraments,  which  are 
the  feals  of  God*s  covenant,  and  the  appointed  means  of 
the  confirmation  and  comfort  of  his  own  people.  Without 
mentioning,  however,  the  facrament  of  the  Lord's  fupper^ 
I  have  found  the  greateft  difficulty  in  preferving  the  facra-  • 
ment  of  baptifm  from  profanation,  and  from  that  compara- 
tive difiregard  under  which  it  now  lieth.  This  arifes  not 
only  from  the  laxnefs  of  difcipline  in  general,  but  from 
ibme  miftakes  and  prejudices  on  the  fubje£t  of  religion^ 
It  appears  to  me  a  thing  undeniable,  that  both  facraments 
are  the  feals  of  the  fame  covenant,  require  the  fame  terms 
of  admiifion,  and  operate  to  the  benefit  of  the  receivers 
upon  the  yery  fame  principles ;  that  is  to  fay,  according 
to  the  excellent  words  of  our  Catechifm,  "  Not  from  any 
**  virtue  in  them,  or  in  him  that  doth  adminifter  them,  but 
**  only  by  the  bleffing  of  God,  and  the  working  of  his  Spi- 
"  rit  in  them  that  by  faith  receive  them."  The  only  dif- 
ference' is,  that,  in  the  Lord's  fupper,  every  believer  ads 
for  himfelf  perfonally ;  in  the  facrament  of  baptifm,  when 
adminillered  to  infants,  the  parent  adls  as  a  reprefentative, 
and  fponfor  for  his  feed.  None,  therefore,  ought  to  be 
admitted  to  baptifm,  more  than  to  the  Lord's  fupper,  who 
have  not  a  credible  profeffion  of  faith  in  Chrift,  and,  in  the 
judgment  of  charity,  or  rather  the  judgment  of  men,  may 
be  fuppofed  real  Chrittians.  Yet,  is  it  not  certain,  that 
many,  who  are  juflly  excluded  from  the  Lord's  table,  and 
fome  who  never  aflced  admiffion  to  it,  do  infill  on  prefent- 
.  ing  their  children  to  baptifm,  and  are  pleaded  for  by  not  a 
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few  of  better  charadtcr,  who  cry  out  againft  the  reiora], 
as  an  injury  to  the  child,  befides  other  bad  confequenccs 
fometimes  pretended  ? 

The  chief  complaint  is,  that  it  is  a  pity  the  child  ihoukl 
fuffer  for  the  fault  of  the  father.  This  is  the  very  error 
and  prejudice  in  religion,  which  I  think  it  my  duty  to  op* 
pofe.  It  arifes  from  a  remaining  degree  of  Popiih  fuper- 
ftition,  to  look  upon  the  facraroents  as  fpells,  or  cbarmsi 
which  have  fome  effedt  independent  of  the  cxercife  of  iiaiitb 
in  the  receiver.  The  facraments,  my  brethren,  are  not 
grace,  but  the  means  of  it ;  they  are  not  faith,  but  ireap* 
pointed  for  the  confirmation  and  growth  of  it.  They  be* 
long  to  believers  alone.  They  are  feals  of  God's  co- 
venant ;  but  they  cannot  feal  that  which  was  never  made. 
It  is  juft  as  if  a  man,  who  wanted  to  make  a  purchafe  from 
me,  whofe  terms  I  had  utterly  rejefted,  and  refufcd  to 
give  him  my  poflefGon,  fhould,  notwithftanding,  perfift  in 
writing  out  his  contmd,  and  figning  it.  Would  this  be  of 
any  eSe£l  ?  A  contraft  is  a  fure  title  to  the  bargain,  where 
the  confent  of  both  parties  is  afcertained  ;  but  where  one 
ofthefe  is  wanting,  it  is  abfolutely  void,  and  of  noeffed. 
Infants  cannot  receive  the  facraments,  by  exercifing  faith 
themfelves ;  they  have  no  right  to  receive  the  fign  at  all, 
but  as  they  are  the  feed  of  believing  parents  by  profeffion. 
Neither  do  they  receive  any  real  benefit  fi'om  it,  but  when 
they  are  the  feed  of  thofe  who  believe  fincerely.  If  it  be 
allowed,  that  an  unbeliever,  who  receives  the  bread  and 
wine  at  the  Lord*s  table,  receives  no  benefit  to  his  own 
foul,  how  can  it  be  imagined,  or  fuppofcd,  that  an  unbe- 
lieving parent,  in  baptifm,  can  firft  receive,  and  then  con- 
vey benefit  to  his  new  born  child  ?  His  coming  there  at 
all,  in  fuch  a  (late,  is  a  prefumptuous  profanation  of  a  holy 
inftiiution.  Now,  though  1  can  conceive  eafily,  and  do 
believe  firmly,  that  many  bleffing  are  conveyed  to  chil- 
dren by  an  aft  of  duty  in  their  parents,  1  can  neither'con- 
ceive  nor  believe,  that  they  can  receive  any  advantage 
from  an  aft  of  profanity  and  difobedience. 

The  children  of  wicked  parents,  then,  can  receive  no 
benefit  by  baptifm,  but  what  they  would  have  whether 
they  were  baptized  or  not,  viz,  that  they  are  brought  up 
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atfiong  profefling  Chriftians,  and  by  that  means  have 
Tome  opportunities  of  knowing  the  truths  of  the  gofpel. 
And  I  cannot  help  thinking,  it  would,  in  the  courfe  of 
providence,  be  an  inducement  to  them  to  attend  more 
fertoufly  to  what  they  are  taiight,  if  they  confidered  them- 
felves  as  no  members  of  the  vifible  church,  till  they  un* 
jderilood  the  terms  of  admiflion,  and  defired  it  as  their 
owii  choice.  The  cafe  is  very  different  with  the  chiU 
dreii  of  real  believers  ;  they  have  a  right  to  all  the  promifes 
that  are  made  to  the  feed  of  believers,  as  fuch,  by  that  God 
who  "  (heweth  mercy  tb  thoufands  of  generations  of  them 
•'  that  keep  his  commandihents."  Some,  I  believe  ma- 
ny,  think  that  they  are  doing  honor  to  the  facrament  of 
baptifm,  by  reprefenting  the  rite  itfelf  as  of  fo  great  necef* 
lity ;  but  it  is  precifely  that  fort  of  honor  that  the  Papifts 
do  to  it,  by  cauiing  midwives  and  phyficians  inftantly  to 
baptize  the  children  that  are  in  a  weak  ftate,  or  by  run« 
ning  to  the  beds  of  the  fick,  with  a  little  of  the  confecrated 
wafer,  and  putting  it  in  the  mouth  of  a  perfon  either 
wholly  infenfible,  or,  perhaps,  already  dead.  Our  fa- 
thers,  in  the  purer  times  of  this  church,  whofe  infiitutions 
and  pra£tife,  the  longer  I  live^  I  do  the  more  efteem  and 
tevere,  in  the  mod  abfolute  manner,  prohibited  all  private 
baptifm.  Their  gteat  reafon  for  this  was  to  prevent  the 
very  abufe  I  have  been  fpeaking  of,  viz.  the  fuperftitious 
notion  of  the  neceffity  of  the  outward  rite  to  falvation, 
without  a  due  attention  to  the  manner  of  receiving  it» 
And,  indeed,  it  wa^  their  only  reafon ;  for  they,  who  were 
fo  great  enemies  to  the  confecration  of  places,  and  the  ho« 
linefs  of  ftones  or  timber,  could  never  think  that  baptifm, 
adminiftered  according  to  Chrift's  appointment,  was  in- 
valid  for  being  done  in  a  private  houfe,  and  not  in  a  church, 
or  in  the  prefence  of  a  fmall,  rather  than  a  numerous  af* 
fcmbly. 

Thefe  things,  by  brethren,  which  I  have  often  menti- 
oned occafionally,  I  have  now  repeated,  and  will  add  ta 
them,  that  I  think  there  is  fomething  very  incongruous,  at 
leail  unfuitable,  in  admitting  any  parent  to  prefent  his 
child  in  baptifm,  whatever  be  his  charafter  in  other  re- 
fpe£ts,  who  has  never  aiked  admiffion  to  the  Lord's  table. 

Vot,  IL  3  Y 
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Confider,  that  in  the  adminiflration  of  baptifm,  the  parent 
IS  condantly  taken  bound  to  command  his  children,  fo  foon 
as  they  come  to  years,  to  renew  their  baptifmal  engagement 
in  their  own  perfons.  Now,  what  confiftency  is  there,  in 
allowing  a  man  to  pledge  his  faith  folen^nly  to  God  and  his 
church,  that  he  will  command  his  child  to  do  that  which  he 
habitually  neglefls  to  do  himfelf.  The  pretence  of  fear, 
and  unpreparednefs  for  the  Lord's  table,  is  a  condemna- 
tion of  thofe  who  offer  it,  becaufe  it  fliews,  that  they  fup- 
pofe  the  one  facrament  requires  a  different  chara^er  or 
eafier  terms  of  admiffion  than  the  other.  After  all,  the 
above  prejudices  feem  to  me  fo  deeply  rooted  with  many, 
that  they  will  not  probably  be  foon  deilroyed  ;  but  I  think 
it  is  the  duty  of  every  minifter,  in  that,  and  all  fuch  cafes, 
to  fpeak  his  mind  plainly,  and,  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power, 
to  a£l  confidently  and  uniformly,  though  he  (hould  faffcr 
by  the  flanders  both  of  the  ignorant  and  profane. 

3.  The  lad  difficulty  which  I  fhall  inention,  as  lying  in 
the  way  of  miniflers,  is  the  oppofition  of  their  enemies. 
No  faithful  minifler  can  expeft  to  be  without  enemies. 
In  a  private  charafiVer,  and  retired  way  of  life,  a  man 
may,  by  very  great  prudence,  and  particularly  by  filence 
and  forbearance,  in  a  great  meafure,  efcape  the  refent- 
ment  or  injuries  of  violent  men.  And  to  be  as  little  em- 
broiled with  others  as  poffible,  is  both  our  intereft  and  our 
duty.  "  If  it  be  poffible,"  fays  the  Apoftle,  "  and  as  much 
"  as  in  you  Helh,  live  peaceably  with  all  n>en.^  But  it  is 
certain,  from  long  and  invariable  experience,  that  there  is 
fuch  enmity  and  rancor  in  the  hearts  of  wicked  men 
againft  all  who  are  in  good  earned  about  religion,  that 
they  may  lay  their  account  with  continual  oppofition,  and 
continual  flander.  This  our  Saviour  teaches  his  difciples 
to  expeft,  and  fhews  them,  that  it  is  the  neceffary  confc- 
quence  of  their  relation  to  him,  John,  xv.  18,  19,  20,  21. 
*•  If  the  world  hate  you,  ye  know  that  it  hated  me  before  it 
"  hated  you.  If  ye  were  of  the  world,  the  world  would  love 
*'  his  own  ;  but,  becaufe  ye  are  not  of  the  world,  but  I  have 
"  chofen  you  outof  the  world,  therefore  the  world  hateth  you* 
**  Remember  the  word  that  I  faid  unto  you.  The  fervant 
*'  is  not  greater  than  the  Lord.     If  they  have  perfecuted 
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^*  tne,  they  will  alfo  perfecute  you.  If  they  have  kept  my 
**  faying,  they  will  keep  your's  alfo.  But  all  thefe  things 
"  will  they  do  unto  you  for  my  name's  fake,  becaufe  they 
*'  know  not  him  that  fent  me.*' — The  apoftle  Paul  alfo 
bears  his  tellimony  to  the  fame  truth,  2  Tim.  iii.  12.. 
"  Yea,  and  all  that  will  live  godly  in  O^rill  Jefu5,  fhall 
**  fuffer  perfecution." 

But,  if  wicked  men  are  injurious  to  the  children  of 
God  in  general,  their  malice  mud  be  particularly  whetted 
againft  a  minider,  fo  far  as  he  does  his  duty.  He  is  placed. 
ill  a  public  ftation,  and  is  obliged  to  be  a£live  in  his 
Mailer's  caufe.  Time-ferving  or  neutrality,  as  to  the  in- 
tereft  of  religion,  i;  commendable  in  none,  but  it  is  un^ 
pardonable  in  him.  He  muft  bear  teftimony  openly  and. 
refolutely  againft  vice  and  wickednefs.  And  reproof, 
when  adminiftered  with  fevcrity,  is  certain  of  making  ci- 
ther  a  friend  or  ai)  enemy.  A  faithful  miniftcr  will  not 
fuffer  Satan's  kingdom  to  be  at  peace  ;  and,  therefore,  it  is. 
no  wonder,  that,  wl^en  they  are  gnawing  their  tongues 
with  pain,  they  fliould  pour  out  their  venom  againft  him» 
who  gives  them  fo  much  difturbance.  The  effedl  of  re- 
proof, in  kindling  the  rage  and  malice  of  the  guilty,  was 
never  better  defcribal  than  in  the  account  of  the  trial  and 
mart}rrdom  of  Stephen,  particularly  Afts  vii.  54.  **  When 
**  they  heard  thefe  things,  they  were  cut  to  the  hearty  and 
•'  they  gnaflied  on  him  with  their  teeth.'' 

There  are  many  ways  by  which  the  enmity  and  oppofi- 
tion  of  wicked  men  to  the  ^ruth  may  prove  a  temptation 
to  a  minifter  :  a  few  of  which  I  (hall  mention,  as  I  hope 
the  diftin&  knowledge  of  them  may  be  profitable  to  you 
in  the  way  of  caution  :  xft.  As  one  of  their  chief  weapons 
\&  contempt  and  derifion,  he  may  be  in  danger  of  conceal- 
ing or  perverting  truth,  in  fome  degree,  in  order  to  avoid 
it.  When  the  gofpel  of  Chrift  was  firft  publiflied,  the 
do&rine  of  the  crofs,  we  are  told,  was  "  to  the  Jews  a 
**  ftumbling-block,  and  to  the  Greeks  fooliftinefs."  The 
feme  truth,  in  its  fimplicity,  is  ftill  treated  with  fcom  by 
profane  and  worldly  men.  All  that  relates  to  it  is  con* 
fidered  as  weaknefs  and  abfurdity ;  and  the  minifter,  who 
si}fifts  upon  it,  muft  lofe  his  chara^er  with  many  for  pap2;r 
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city  and  judgment.     Is  not  this  known  to  be  true  in  daily, 
experience?  Are  not  fuch  immediately  fiigmatized  as 
weak  and  babbling  creatures  ?  Now,  it  is  not  altogether 
an  cafy  facrifice  for  a  miniftcr,  to  be  indifferent  as  to  the 
opinion  formed  of  his  parts  and  fufficiency,  to  wait  till 
time  (hall  do  him  juftice,  or  to  be  altogether  unconcerned 
whether  it  ever  do  him  juftice  or  not.     It  is  no  trifling 
thing  to  become  a  fool  in  the  eye  of  the  world  ybr  Chris fs 
sake^  and  not  to  be  ashamed  of  bis  cross.     It  may  make 
many  avoid  fuch  fubjedls,  at  lead,  more  than  they  ought, 
or,  perhaps,  attempt  to  give  them  ^  polite  or  modifli  drefs, 
which,  of  all  others,  is  the  mod  unfuitable  to  them  ;  or  it 
may  make  others  go  to  the  oppofite  extreme,  who,  be- 
caufe  they  find  that  fuch  truths  will  be  defpifed,  are  at  no 
pains  to  avoid  adding  to  the  offence,  by  a  filly  and  con- 
temptible, or  a  crude  and  indigeded  manner  of  handling 
them.     I  know  not,  indeed,  a  more  difficult  thing,  nor 
do  I  know  any  thing  more  noble  in  a  minifler,  than  to 
**  ceafe  from  man,  whofe  breath  is  in  his  noflrils,"  to  be 
truly  fuperior  to  the  applaufe  or  cenfure  of  either  one  clafs 
or  another  of  his  hearers,  and  therefore  to  avoid  a  vain 
difplay  of  human  art ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  from  a  fenfe 
of  duty  to  God,  and  veneration  for  his  truths,  to  be  at  all 
due  pains  to  treat  them  properly,  fo  as  they  may  appear 
with  light  and  evidence  to  the  underftanding,  and  come 
home  with  force  upon  the  confcience.     Such  a  man  will 
bring  forth  the  dodlrines  of  the  gofpel  in  their  own  un- 
adorned majefty  and  native  fimplicity ;  he  will  not  con- 
lider  himfelf  as  preaching  before  his  hearers  as  critics; 
for  what  are  they  to  him  in  this  view  ?  but  he  will  confi- 
der  himfelf  as  preaching /c?  them  as  finners,  and  pleading 
with  them  as  immortal  creatures,  tottering  upon  the  very 
brink  of  eternal  perdi^on. 

2dly.  The  oppofition  of  enemies  may  tempt  men  of  lit- 
tle courage  to  fi'nful  filence  for  their  own  quiet.  When 
vice  is  prevalent,  it  is  alfo  commonly  infolent  and  refent- 
ful.  Now,  the  hatred  or  ill-will  of  no  perfon  is  defireable; 
and  there  are  a  thoufand  ways  in  which  any  perfon  of  a 
revengeful  fpirit  may  be  hurtful.  There  are  alfo  very 
few  fo  unconnected,  but  that  they  have  many  friends, 
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whoh  hatred  is  tp  be  encountered  as  well  as  their  own. 
The  influence  of  this  is  but  too  much  feen  in  every  place. 
OiFenders  are  often  fcreened  from  reproof  or  cenfure, 
through  fear  of  provoking  them  or  their  relations.  Nei- 
ther  is  it  at  all  diiBcuIt  to  find  palliating  arguments,  drawn 
from  prudence,  or  other  confiderations,  to  make  us  think 
it  is  neceffary  to  forbear.  I  believe  this  is  very  much  the 
fault  of  the  prefcnt  age,  and  the  greater  and  more  general 
the  relaxation  of  difcipline  in  any  age  or  place,  the  more 
difficult  and  dangerous  it  is  for  any  one  to  ftcp  forth  and 
affert  its  dignity  and  obligation.  And  yet  I  cannot  help 
thinking,  the  great  excellence  of  difcipline,  isitsimpar^ 
tiality,  not  to  refpedl  perfons  in  judgment.  How  can  wc 
defend  ourfelves,  if  we  make  one  law  for  one,  and  ano- 
ther  for  another ;  if  we  cenfure  the  fmall,  and  forgive  the 
great  ? 

3dly.  Minifters  of  weak  minds  may  be  apt  to  fink  un* 
der  the  oppofition  of  the  wicked.  It  is  faid  of  Lot,  dwell- 
ing  in  Sodom,  that  he  was,  2  Peter  ii.  7,  8.  tf — Vexed 
^*  with  the  filthy  convcrfation  of  the  wicked ;  for  that 
**  righteous  man  dwelling  among  them,  in  feeing  and 
"  hearing,  vexed  his  righteous  foul  from  day  to  day  with 
*'  their  unlawful  deeds.'*  It  certainly  needs  no  fmall 
meafure  of  fortitude  and  holy  refolution,  to  perfift  in  the 
difcharge  of  our  duty,  notwithftanding  the  obftinacy  of 
finners,  and  to  fcek  our  comfort,  under  continual  obloquy, 
from  the  approbation  of  him,  that  judgeth  righteoufly. 
At  theJame  time,  I  muft  fay,  that  the  friendfliip  of  wick- 
ed  men  is  much  more  dangerous  than  their  enmity  ;  for 
the  firft  brings  with  it  the  danger  of  feduction,  and  the 
laft  only  expofes  us  to  fufFering,  which,  though  itfelf  is  a 
fpecies  of  temptation,  as  I  fliall  immediately  ihew,  is 
much  lefs  powerful  than  the  other. 

4thly .  The  oppofition  of  wicked  men  may  prove  a  temp- 
tation,  as  it  may  bring  forth  the  remains  of  corruption 
that  are  in  the  hearts  of  good  men,  and  make  them  fin, 
by  imprudence  or  paffion,  if  not  by  refcntment.  I  have 
no  where  fuppofed  that  minifters  are  faultlefs  in  their  con- 
duft;  they  may,  no  doubt,  err  confiderably  in  many 
circumftances,  even  when  their  intention,  upon  the  wholes 
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is  juft  and  laudable.  We  fee  many  examples  of  great 
imprudence,  which  \^e  need  not  wonder  at,  when  we 
confider  the  difficulties  with  which  they  are  every  where 
furrouuiled,  and  the  enemies  that  wait  for  their  halting. 
If  we  confider  that  Mofes,  the  meekeft  man  on  earth, 
fpoke  unadvifedly  with  his  lips  upon  great  provocation, 
we  ihall  perceive  it  is  but  a  part  of  the  wcaknefs  of  huma- 
nity, when  we  fee  others  fall  into  the  fame  fnare.  But, 
as  to  lading  refentnient,  he  deferveth  not  the  name  of  a 
Chrillian,  much  lefs  of  a  minifter,  who  will  continue  to 
harbor  it  in  his  breatl ;  he  mud  love  his  enemies ;  he  muft 
blefs  them  that  curfe  him,  and  pray  for  them  that  defpite^- 
fully  ufe  him,  and  perfecute  him.  This  is  not  merely  a 
thinp;  amiable  and  excellent,  but  of  the  mod  abfolute  nt* 
ceffity ;  ifor  our  Saviour  fays  exprefsly,  "  If  ye  forgive  not 
**  men  their  trefpafles,  neither  will  your  heavenly  Father 
^*  forgive  you  your  trefpafles."  And,  blefled  be  God, 
there  is  nothing  difficult  or  burdenfome  in  this  part  of  a 
Chridian's  duty.  There  is  no  fuch  viftory  over  evil,  as 
overcoming  it  with  good.  There  is  no  fuch  confolation 
under  the  injuries  of  fmners,  as  requiting  them  by  prayer. 
It  compofcth  the  fpirit ;  it  purifieth  the  heart,  and  autho- 
rizes the  believer  to  put  his  trud  in  God,  and  fay  with  the 
Plalmilt,  Pfal.  xxvii,  i.  "  The  Lord  is  my  light  and  my 
*'  nUvation,  whom  Ihall  I  fear  ?  the  Lord  is  the  drength 
^'  of  my  life,  of  whom  fliall  I  be  afraid  ?" 

■ 

III.  I  proceed  now,  in  the  lad  place,  to  make  fomc 
practical  improvement  of  this  fubjedl ;  particularly,  by 
giving  you  my  parting  advices  in  the  fpirit  of  this  paffage,^ 
and  to  the  bed  of  my  judgment,  in  a  manner  fuited  to 
your  fituation.     But,  before  I  do  this,  in  the 

I  d  Place,  Let  me  befeech  every  finner  in  this  aflembly, 
to  hearken  to  the  mefTage  of  the  gofpel,  and  to  believe  in 
the  name  of  the  Son  of  God,  **  that,  believing,  they  may 
**  have  life  through  his  name."  This  is  the  fubdance  of 
t/jc  coumcl  of  God^  "  that  Chrid  died  on  the  crofs  to  fave 
*'  iinners,  and  that  there  is  no  falvation  in  any  other." 
You  are  hltHtfd  v.ho  hear  the  joyful  found,  but  infinitely 
more  bkfilii,  if }  ou  lay  it  to  heart,  and,  renouncing  every 
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C>thef  claim,  reft  your  dependance  upon  this  Saviour* 
What  ignorance  doth  it  fhew,  if  you  truft  in  yourfelvcs, 
that  you  are  righteous  ?  Will  you  be  able  to  ftand  before 
God  in  judgment  ?  It  is  to  him  you  muft  anfwer,  and 
from  him  you  muft  receive  your  fentence.  You  may 
cafily,  indeed,  ftifle  thefe  refledtidns  for  a  time,  and  bury 
every  apprehenfion,  in  the  hurry  of  worldly  bufinefs,  or  the 
intoxication  of  worldly  pleafure  ;  but  all  thefe  things  are 
coming  quickly  to  an  end.  After  a  few  more  turns  in 
this  vain  world,  the  body  muft  be  laid  in  the  duft,  and 
thd  fpirit  muft  go  to  its  own  place  ;  that  is  to  fay,  either 
the  manfions  of  glory,  or  the  place  of  torment.  I  fay  thefe 
things  to  you,  my  brethren,  with  all  plainnefs.  They 
need  no  additional  force  of  language  to  give  them  weight. 
It  is  an  amazing  proof  of  the  deceitfulnefs  of  fin,  that  we 
are  ever  able  to  forget  them.  It  is  wonderful,  indeed^ 
that  finners  are  able  to  fleep  in  quiet,  and  to  indulge 
themfelves  in  worldly  pleafure,  while  they  are  fufpended 
by  nothing  but  the  frail  thread  of  life  over  the  bottomlefs 
pit.  Gladly  would  I  make  ufe  of  every  circomftance  that 
could  have  any  ciFeft  in  carrying  home  thefe  truths  upon 
the  confciences  of  all  here  prefent. 

If  that  of  my  being  now  fpeaking  to  you,  for  the  laft 
time,  in  all  probability,  while  in  the  body,  can  be  of  any 
ufc,  I  pray,  let  it  not  be  forgotten.  But  is  it  not  ftrange, 
that  a  circumftance  of  this  nature  fliould  excite  fo  much 
curiofity  and  attention,  and  things  that  happen  every  day, 
of  the  fame  or  a  like  nature,  (liould  be  fo  little' improved  ? 
It  is  not,  indeed,  every  day  that  a  minifter  is  removed 
from  his  charge  ;  but  there  are  not  many  days,  in  which 
feme  of  his  people  are  not  removed  from  this  ftate  of  trial. 
Many  are  hearing  a  farewell  fermon,  though  not  to  the  mi- 
nifter, yet  to  themfelves,  when  they  little  think  of  it.  I 
would,  therefore,  carneftly  befeech  all  who  are,  or  have 
reafon  to  fufpeft  themfelves  to  be  in  an  unreconciled  ftate, 
to  turn  from  their  tranfgreffions,  that  they  may  live  ;  to  lay 
hold  of  the  mercy  of  God  through  Chrift,  for  their  pardon  ; 
and  live,  by  faith,  on  his  promifed  ftrcngth,  for  their  fanc- 
tification. 
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2dly,  Notwithftanding  this  general  addrefs,  I  have  a 
few  words  to  fay  to  the  loofe  and  profligate.     I  am  forry 
to  think,  that,  in  a  place  like  this,  of  no  very  great  extent^ 
there  fliould  be  fo  many   daring  finners,  who  fet  every 
thing  Ikcred  at  defiance.     It  hath  been  obferved,  and  I  be- 
lieve with  truih,  that  the  profane  among  us  carry  it  with  a 
greater  degree  of  hardinefs  and  infolence,  thaln  in   places 
of  fuperior  note,  and  where,  probably,  they  are  in  much 
greater  numbers.     I  believe  it  may  be,  in  part,  owing  to 
this  circUmftance,  that  they  are  better  known ;  fo  that 
they  mud  either  be  open  profligates,  or  not  profligates  at 
all.     There  is  no  medium  ;  the  fliame  caiinot  be  avoid- 
ed :  and,  therefore,  it  mud  be  overcome ;  (in ce  they  will 
not  be  redrained,  and  xannot  be  concealed,  it  lays  them 
under  an  unhappy  neceflity  of  keeping  profisinity  in  coun- 
tenance.    Perhaps  alfo  aiiother  reafdn  may  be,  that,  not 
being  tied  by  any  principle  of  confcience,  they  are  alfo 
deditute  of  that  fenfe  of  decency  which  has  a  confiderable 
influence  on  the  outward  condu£t  of  thofe  of  higher  rank. 
But,  whatever  be  the  reafon,  their  date  is  to  be  pitied.  Let 
me  befeech  all  fuch,  to.  confider  the  terrible  effeQs  of  vice 
which  are  every  day  to  be  feen.     Remember,  I  pray  you, 
how  many  have  fallen  a  facrifice  to  drunkennefs  and  luft ! 
Can  you  fay  deliberately,  in  a  fober  moment,  that  there 
is  any  profit  in  your  choice  ?  Is  there  any  pleafure  in  re- 
flecting on   fcenes  of  riot  and  diflipation  ?     I  know  not 
whether  to  recal  to  your  memory  thofe  whom  death  has 
taken  away,  or   point  out  to  your  obfervation  thofe  who 
are  fufFered  to  remain.     What    a  melancholy  fight  is  an 
old  worn-out  fmner,  who  has  broken  his  conftitutionj  taint- 
c(l  his  character,  and  walled  his  fubllance  !  You  let  us  fee 
well  enough  in  what   manner  you  chufe  to    live  ;  but  I 
would  gladly  know  in  what  manner. you  chufe,  or  indeed, 
ill  what  manner  you  expedl  to  die.     You  cannot  live  al- 
ways.    Some  of  you  cannot  live  long.     Suppofe  you  had 
time  given  you  for  refledlion  on  a  death  bed,  or  children 
to  whom  you  would  leave  a  few  words  of  advice.     Could 
you  fay  to  them,  ''  O  !  my  dear  children,  the  many  de- 
*'  lightful  nights  that  I  have  fpent  in  roaring,  and  fwearing, 
*'  and  obfcene  jelling !  O  the  delicious  hours  that  I  have 
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*  fpcnt  in  brothels  among  harlots  !  It  gives  me  pleafare 
^  10  think  that  you  will  follow  fo  good  an  example,  and 
•*  revive  the  memory  of  your  Father's  conduft.  Guard 
**  againft  every  thing  that  may  tempt  you  to  forfake  iu 
•*  Beware  of  thofe  cunning  priefts  that  would  feduce  you 
"  to  religion  ?*'  Are  fuch  fentiments,  my  brethren,  to 
the  lad  degree,  infupporiable  ?  Are  they  almod  impro« 
per  to  defcribe  i  What  then  mud  be  the  life  that  lays  an 
evident  foundation  for  them  ?  Why  are  you  fo  impatient 
of  the  reproofs  or  admonitions  of  thofe  who  bleed  inward^* 
ly  for  your  folly  ?  It  is  not  inclination,  but  duty,  that 
prompts  us.  No  man  would  provoke  your  rage  and  vio* 
lence,  if  he  could  avoid  it.  Think  then,  I  befeech  you^ 
on  your  condition,  and  pray  that  God,  for  Chrift's  fake^ 
may  grant  you  repentance  unto  life.— -—The  wicked 
having  received  warnings 

I  muft  now  endeavor  to  execute  what  I  chiefly  intend- 
ed in  the  clofe  of  this  difcourfe,  by  giving  you  fome  ad- 
vices, as  a  people  making  profeffion  of  faith  in  Chrift, 
and  obedience  to  him.  They  will  all,  er  mod  of  them, 
coniid  of  what  I  have  frequently  taken  notice  of  occafion- 
ally,  and  have  now  only  felefted  as  matters  of  general 
moment. 

I.  Let  me  befeech  you  to  do  your  utmod  to  underdand 
the  gofpel  well ;  but  let  it  be  always  accompanied  with 
praSice,  and  applied  to  promote  the  power  of  the  fpiri- 
tual  life.  I  would  have  your  tade  exercifed  to  difcem  good 
and  evil.  Endeavor,  by  reading,  hearing,  and  medita- 
tion, and  you  may  add  imtual  converfe,  to  underdand 
the  doArine  of  falvation,  by  grace,  in  all  its  parts.  Learn 
to  know  the  meaning  of  forgivenefs  being  free,  viz.  that 
the  fmner  is  judly  liable  to  wrath ;  that  Chrid  hath  pur- 
chafed,  and  God,  of  his  infinite,  unmerited  mercy,  has 
offered  a  full  pardon  to  the  chief  of  fmners,  and  grace  to 
form  them  for  his  own  fcrvice ;  that  it  is  their  duty  to  ac- 
cept of  it ;  that  it  is  their  intered  to  rely  upon  it ;  and  that 
it  is  at  their  peril  if  they  defpife  it.  That  for  a  finner  to 
think  he  mud  firft  do  fome  things  that  are  good,  in  order 
to  found  his  title  to  this  very  mercy,  is  injurious  to  the 
riches  of  divine  grace,  and  the  way  to  rctard^^  if  not  to 

V^oL.  IL  3  Z 


54^  Mnisterial  Fidelity  in  declarirg 

prevent  hi&  reformation.  The  renewing  of  bis  nature  if 
a  part  of  Chri(l*s  purchafe ;  and,  therefore,  not  to  be  per- 
formed  by  him  as  a  condition,  but  accepted  as  a  promife  \ 
nor  doe»  he  truly  receive  Chrid  for  falvation,  unlefs  here- 
ceive  and  fubmit  to  him  in  all  the  chara£ters  with  which 
he  is  invefted,  as  fent  of  God,  viz.  Prophet,  Prieft,  and 
King.  Holinefs,  or  new  obedience,  is  the  fruit  of  iaitfa. 
A  real  believer  keeps  the  commandments  of  God  by  the 
ilrength  of  that  grace  that  is  treafured  up  in  Chrift,  and 
watchfully  obferves  his  temper  and  pradtice,  as  the  evi- 
dence of  his  change,  and  tending  to  ihew  that  he  is  indeed 
an  habitation  of  God  through  the  Spirit.  To  jhave  evan- 
gelical  principles,  is,  by  no  means,  to  negle£t  the  com- 
mandments of  God  ;  but  to  deny  our  own  righteoufneft 
4nd  ftrength,  and  obey,  without  glorying  in  that  obedi- 
ence. And  that  this  is  the  juft  and  fcriptural  view  of  the 
matter,  I  think,  is  undeniable,  on  this  fiiigle  account, 
^*  that  it  is  God  that  worketh  in  us  to  will,  and  to  do  df 
*^  his  good  pleafure."'  If  every  thing  that  is  good  in  us  is 
the  work  of  God,  it  isabfurd  to  reprefent  it  as  the  condi- 
tion of  his  favor ;  for  it  is  the  effcft  of  his  grace.  By  fel- 
ting the  thing  in  this  light,  we  Ihall  perceive,  that  the 
freenefs  of  falvation,  is  not,  in  the  lead  degree,  giving 
liberty  to  fin,  or  taking  away  the  neceffity  of  holinefs..  h 
it  not  juft  as  nceeflary,  if  it  muft  be  received  as  a  gift,  as 
if  it  were  to  be  performed  as  a  condition  ?  Is  it  not  juft 
as  neceffary  when  incorporated  with  faith,  as  when  divi- 
ded from  it  ? 

This  fyftem  of  gofpel  trutb,  my  brethren,  I  would 
have  you  to  underftand,  fo  as  both  to  difcern  and  difap- 
prove  what  is  contrary  to  it ;  but  I  would  have  you  to 
underftand  it,  in  order  to  produce  union  with  God,  ha- 
bitual and  chearful  obedience  to  his  laws.  In  recom- 
mending the  connexion  between  faith  and  pradlice,  I 
mean  to  guard  you  againft  two  things  diftant  from  one 
another.  The  one  is  habitual  untendernefs  of  confciencc. 
There  are  certainly  fome  wlio  are  either  real,  or  at  leatl 
pretended  friends  to  the  doflrine  of  the  gofpel,  on  whofe 
hearts  it  never  yet  hath  taken  hold.  They  plainly  and 
habitually  live  in  the  practice  of  fm,  and  therefore  are  of 
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iHofe  who  bold  the  truth  in  unrighteouihe{s.  I  atn  indeed 
of  opinion,  that  they  never  had  any  other  thanTa  cufiom^- 
ry  traditionary  belie£  They  are  found  becaufc  it  is  tto 
.mode  where  they  live  to  be  found,  and  not  from  any  in* 
war4  peribnal  convidion.  In  the  mean  time,  they  are  a. 
feproach  Co  their  profeflioo,  and  cannot  be  treated  with 
too  great  feverity,  by  thofe  who  wi&  well  to  the  gofpel. 

The  odner  miftake  I  would  guard  you  againft  is,  a  fpe- 
cnlative  religion.  It  is  good  to  be  well  infirufled  ip  doc- 
trinal truths;  but  there  is  often  a  danger  of  gofpg  too. 
much  into  contfoverfy.  We  have  feen  many  ififlancai 
of  ordinary  Chriftians,  who,  when  they  had  attained  a 
conCderable  degree  of  knowledge,  and  were  able  tp  fp^ak 
with  fulnefe  and  propriety,  on  religious  fubje£te,  gave 
ihemfelves  up  to  a  litigious  and  wrangling  difpofitioni 
which  was  foon  followed  by  a  barren,  and  fometimes  am 
offenfive  practice.  The  fame  thing  alfo  frequently  lead^ 
to  innumerable  littk  parties  and  faftions,  into  which 
Chriftians,  I  mean  real  Chriftians,  are  divided,  which 
very  much  hinder  their  own  profit,  and  grieve  the  hearts 
of  thofe  who  are  one  with  them  in  Chrift.  Therefore  let 
U  be  your  care  to  apply  the  truths  pf  the  gofpel  for  your 
own  ian^ficatioa  and  cpmfort.  After  you  have  believed 
them,  be  dill  more  careful  to  live  upon  them,  than  even 
to  defem}  them.  Divifions  fliould  never  be  made  without 
abfolute  neceflity ;  and  when  they  are  nuule,  they  fliould 
be  as  foon  as  poffible  forgott/cn,  that  haVing  efcaped  fin 
we  may  apply  ourfelves  to  duty ;  for  controverfy,  be  the 
fubjed  what  it  will,  I  t^ink,  is  not  very  favorable  to  the 
power  of  godlinefs. 

9.  Defire  a  faithM  minifier,  do  your  utmafi  to  obtain 
him  4  and  then^  let  it  be  your  habitual  ftudy  to  profit  by 
him.  You  have  reafon  to  be  very  thankful  that  your  fitur 
ation,  in  providence,  is  fuch  as  you  may  expe£l  a  minif- 
tcr  who  is  a  hearty  fi-iend  to  the  gofpei,  and,  at  the  fame; 
time,  one  who  is  agreeable  to  your  own  choice.  Let  me 
^exhort  you,  as  far  as  you  are  confulted  in  that  matter,  to- 
make  the  choice  with  much  calmnefs  and  prudence ;  to 
look  for  one,  not  only  found  in  his  principles,  but  of  tho- 
rough knowledge  and  capacity,  always  preferring  iblid. 
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before  fpecious  parts.  After  having  made  the  choice,  eiu 
deavor  to  ftrengthen  his  hands,  and  encourage  his  heart, 
in  the  Lord,  by  a  careful  attendance  on  his  miniflry,  and 
by  a  dutiful  fubmiffion  to  ini\ru£iion  and  reproof.  Yoa 
ought  not  to  wiQi  for  one  who  will  flatter  you,  nor  ought 
you  to  lay  fuch  a  temptation  in  a  minifler's  way,  as  to 
Ibew  that  you  are  pleafed  with  being  flattered.  The  beft 
teftimony  that  you  can  give  to  a  minifter  is,  to  learn  from 
him,  and  to  obey  him.  This  is  infinitely  better  than  noi- 
fy  praife  and  admiration,  according  to  the  excellent  re- 
mark of  bifliop  Burnet,  ^  That  it  is  not  the  beft  fermon 
^  that  makes  the  hearers  go  away  talking  to  one  another, 
^  and  praifing  the  fpeaker ;  but  that  which  makes  them  go 
^  away  thoughtful  and  ferious,  ?ind  haftening  to  be  alone.' 
Has  a  minifter  any  evidently  profane  perfons  among  h's 
hearers ;  if  he  cannot  preach  them  from  fin  to  God,  it 
were  much  more  for  his  credit  to  preach  fo  as  that  they 
are  not  able  to  hear  him,  but  flee  away  for  eafe  to  their 
confcience,  than  to  have  them  continue  in  wickednefs, 
and  yet  praife  him  every  ds^y,  for  an  admirable  fpeakery 
or  an  able  man. 

If  you  would  truly  profit  by  ordinances,  after  you  have 
a  fixed  paftor,  I  think  it  is  of  moment  to  forget,  as  much 
as  poffible,  the  perfons  of  men,  and  confider  them  as  no 
more  than  inftruments  in  the  hand  of  God,  for  your  daily 
inftrufition  and  comfort.  The  more  you  remember  the 
appointment  of  God,  and  wait  upon  his  ordinances,  in  the 
faith  of  his  prefence,  and  the  expectation  of  his  bleffing, 
the  more  you  are  likely  to  receive  both  fenfible  and  lading 
benefit.  I  muft  therefore  take  the  liberty  to  obferve,  that 
we  have  amongft  us  a  fet  of  wandering  unfettled  hearers, 
who  run  about  from  one  congregation  to  another,  and 
even  from  one  profeffion  to  another,  and  are  fcarcely  ever 
to  be  feen  a  whole  day  in  one  place.  If  they  be  but  deli- 
berating where  to  fix,  we  may  fay  of  them,  that  they  are 
ever  learning,  and  never  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
truth.  But  the  probability  is,  that  they  have  itching  and 
curious  ears,  and  go  about  not  to  fcrve  God,  but  to  hear 
men.  If  1  am  able,  at  all,  to  judge,  either  by  refltftion 
or  obfervatipn,  thofc  are  ippft  lil>ely  iq  profit,  who,  having 
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deliberately  made  their  choice,  fit  habitually  and  regularly 
under  one  minifter.  By  thefe  means  they  enter  into  his 
views ;  and  as  he  will  naturally  endeavor,  if  any  thing 
was  wanting  at  one  time,  to  complete  his  fcheme  by  fup- 
plying  it  at  another,  they  will  thereby  have  a  more  com- 
prehenfive  view  of  the  whole  counfel  of  God.  At  the  fame 
time,  not  having  the  charm  of  novelty  to  enchant  them, 
they  will  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  reap  inftru£tion.  Oa 
the  other  hand,  by  hearing  feparate,  detached,  and  inde- 
pendent  difcourfes,  men  may  pleafe  th^ir  fancy  more,  but 
they  will  improve  their  underilanding  lefs.  It  is  alfo 
plain,  that  as  every  minifter  will  endeavor,  not  only  to 
follow  an  order  in  his  difoourfes  on  one  fubje£t,  but  to 
have  a  refpe£t  to  the  connexion,  and  relation  of  the  fub- 
^t6ts  themfeives,  the  more  accurate  and  exa£t  he  is,  in 
fuiting  one  part  to  the  illudration  of  another,  the  lefs  he 
will  be  underftood  by  thefe  defultory  hearers,  who  take 
only  a  fingle  branch,,  without  being  able  to  perceive  its 
Aibferviency  to  the  general  defign.  I  have  many  times 
known  exceptions  taken  at  minifters,  for  fome  parts  of 
adifcourfe,  by  fuch  perfons,  when,  if  they  had  heard  the 
whole  upon  the  fame  or  correfponding  fubjedts,  they  would 
have  perceived  there  was  no  place  for  their  obje£tions« 
The  great  purpofe,  my  brethren,  of  a  fcrious  and  judici- 
ous people,  in  attending  on  ordinances,  (hould  neither 
be  to  pleafe  themfelves,  nor  to  criticife  their  teachers ;  but 
to  hear  the  word  of  God,  that  they  may  do  it.  On  this 
account  it  is,  that  humble  and  regular  Chriftians  are  get- 
ting  real  advantage  to  their  fouls,  while  fome  are  only 
watching  the  opinions,  or  others  only  paffing  judgment 
on  the  ability,  perhaps  no  more  than  the  ilyle,  and  out* 
ward  manner  of  the  fpeaken  * 

3,  I  mud  give  you  another  advice,  as  a  profeffing  peo^ 
pie,  to  guard  againd  the  int|(du£tion  of  a  worldly  fpirit. 
I  have  often  obferved  to  you,  that  every  fituation  a  perfon 
or  people  can  be  in  has  its  peculiar  temptations,  as  well 
as  trials.  This  place,  engaged  in  commerce  and  traf- 
fic, growing  in  numbers,  and  I  fuppofe  growing  in 
wealth,  is  in  great  danger  of  a  worldly  fpirit,  and  of  im- 
porting, if  I  may  fpeak  fo,  fafhionable  vices,  indead  of 
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real  improvements.  While  I  fay  this,  I  would  not  be  inw 
derilood  as  being  againd  a  liberal  education,  and  elegant 
manner  of  lite,  or  any  thing  that  is  truly  becoming  in  an 
advanced  rank.  There  is  no  more  religion  in  being  for* 
did,  than  in  being- fumptuous.  But  I  think  the  fpirit  of 
the  gofpel  is  fuch,  that  it  will  difpofe  a  truly  pious  perfoQ 
to  be  rather  late  than  early  in  adopting  new  ornaments ; 
rather  fparing  than  exceffive  in  drefs,  furniture  and  equi- 
page ;  and  careful  not  to  be  conformed  to  that  vanity  of 
the  world  which  we  renounced  at  baptifm.  Let  men  de- 
fend one  practice  after  another,  as  they  pleaie,  I  fhall  al- 
ways  expe&  to  fee  fomething  which  a  carelefs  worldly 
perfon  will  do,  but  which  a  good  man  will  not  do. 

However,  not  to  keep  entirely  in  generals,  I  mud  cxice 
more  give  my  public  tedimony  againft  what  was  lately  aU 
tempted  to  he  brought  in  here,  equally  contrary  to  the  lav 
of  the  land,  and  the  precepts  of  the  gofpel,  the  pemicioos 
entertainments  of  the  ilage.  The  bed  and  wifeft  men  in 
all  ages  have  born  witnef&againft  them,  as  the  great  means 
of  corrupting  the,  morals  of  a  people  ;  and  I  am  certain, 
they  mull  be  of  all  others  mod  hurtful  to  the  inhabitants 
of  this  place,  the  far  greated  part  of  whom  live  by  daily  la- 
bor.  I  look  upon  it  as  the  indifpenfible  duty  both  of  ma- 
gidrates  and  miniders,  to  do  all  in  their  power,  to  prevent 
the  introdiiftion  of  what  may  betray  the  young  and  un- 
Cifpicioiis  into  the  dedru£live  paths  of  vice,  or  the  lower 
clafs  of  mankind  into  an  idle  and  diflblute  life.  Much 
good  of  this  kind  may  be  done  in  matters  of  outward  or- 
der, by  a  firm  and  rcfolute  behaviour  in  thofe  who  are  in 
place  and  authority.  I  mull  alfo  here  take  particular  no- 
tice of  the 'duty  of  fabbath  fanftification.  I  do  hereby 
\^^rn  you  againd  that  mod  pernicious  refinement  of  gad- 
ding abroad,  paying  private  vifits,  upon  the  Lord's  day. 
Whoever  knows  any  thing  (f  the  obligation  of  family  go- 
vernment and  indruftion,  mud  be  fenfible  that  to  receive 
promifcuous  company  on  that  day,  is  to  render  it  utterly 
impradicable.  Befides,  the  vain  and  unprofitable,  and 
fometiines  finful  converfation,  that  prevails  in  fuch  cafes, 
mud  ^really  weaken,  or  entirely  obliterate  any  ferious  \m* 
preflions,  made  upon  your  mind,  during  the  fcrvice  of  th^ 


ibe  iobok  Counsel  of  Gq4.  $$t 

fancluary.  Chriftians,  is  nottheredofthefabbath,  from 
worldly  cares  and  purfuits,  a|  confolation  to  your  own 
fouls,  as  well  as  a  happy  opportunity  of  doing  fervice  to 
the  fouls  of  others?  why  then  will  you  fuffer  yourfelves 
to  be  robbed  of  it»  by  the  impertinent  intruCons  of  idle  or 
ill  difpofed  perfons  I  Let  your  houfes  be  facred  on  that  day^ 
as  well  as  your  churches  j  and  endeavour  to  prepare  your 
piinds,  and  thofe  others  members  of  your  families,  for  an 
eternal  fabbath  in  the  world  to  come«  This  leads  me,  in 
the 

4th  Place,  to  exhort  you  to  be  careful  and  confcien- 
tious  in  family  government,  and  inftruftipn.  How  inex- 
cufable  are  thofe  parents  and  mailers,  who  fufier  their 
children  and  fervants  to  perifh  for  lack  of  knowledge  i 
What  unfpeakable  advantages  do  you  enjoy,  having  ail 
the  force  of  natural  affeftion,  as  well  as  natural  authority, 
to  give  your  inftruflions  weight?  How  many  have  re- 
membered,  with  pious  gratitude,  through  a  whole  life,  the 
benefit  they  have  received  frrom  family  inftrudtion  and 
example  ?  I  know  I  fpeak  to  many  who  are  accountable 
to  God  for  this  mercy;  how  fhall  you  anfwer  it  then,  if 
you  do  not  give  the  fame  advantage  to  your  own  families; 
And  how  fliall  they  anfwer  to  God,  think  you,  who  have 
banilhed  the  worfhip  of  God  from  the  families  in  which 
they  found  it  ?  One  would  think,  the  lifelefs  walls  and 
fprniture  of  your  chambers  might  be  awakening  monitors* 
There  is  the  greateft  mutual  influence  between  family  and 
perfonal  religion.  Perfonal  religion  is  the  foundation  of 
adl  family  and  relative  duties.  It  would  be  fpeaking  to 
the  deaf  toperfuade  any  to  watch  over  the  fouls  of  others, 
who  have  no  concern  for  their  own.  But  wherever 
there  is  a  deep  impreffion  of  the  importance  of  eternity  for 
ourfelves,  this  will  naturally  and  neceflarily  fet  before  us 
its  importance  with  refpcft  to  all  that  are  dear  to  us.  On 
the  other  hand,  for  the  fame  reafon,  family  religion  is  one 
of  the  beft  and  furcft  evidences  of  the  reality  and  the 
flrenj^th  of  perfonal  religion.  It  is  fometimes  obferved, 
that  fome  very  pious  perfons  are  extremely  defective  in 
this  particular,  and  take  little  care  of  the  inflruftion,  and 
ItiU  lefs  of  the  government,  of  their  children.     If  they  are 
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truly  pious,  it  is  a  very  great  blemilh  upon  thcif  pictyi 
However,  for  my  own  part,  I  confefs  I  da  very  much  fut 
pefl  the  fincerity  of  religion,  in  thofe  who  are  remarkablj 
negligent  in  this  particular,  let  them  profefs  as  much  as 
they  will.  I  know  that  pioUs  perfons,  from  the  weakneik 
of  their  judgment,  will  be  guilty  of  great  imprudence  in 
the  manner  of  family  inftruftion,  and  from  an  abfolute 
incapacity,  may  not  be  able  to  preferve  their  authority } 
but  I  cannot  eafily  reconcile  with  true  piety,  the  abfolute 
negleft  of  either  the  one  or  the  other. 

I  mud  add,  that  I  take  family  religion,  and  the  care* 
ful  difcharge  of  relative  duties,  to  be  an  excellent  mean 
of  the  growth  of  religion  in  a  man^s  own  fouL  How  can 
any  perfon  bend  his  knees  in  prayer  every  day  with  his  fa- 
mily, but  it  mufl  be  a  powerful  reftraint  upon  him  from 
the  indulgence  of  any  fm  which  is  vifible  to  them  i  Will 
fuch  a  perfon,  think  you,  dare  to  indulge  himfelf  in  anger, 
or  chufe  to  be  feen  by  them,  when  he  comes  home  Ihg- 
gering  with  drunkennefs,  unfit  to  perform  any  duty,  or 
ready  to  fin  ftill  more  by  the  manner  of  performance  ? 
When  I  figure  to  myfelf  a  maftcr  of  a  family,  who  bad 
come  home  fotted  like  a  beaft,  and  half-fupported  to  his 
houfe,  rifing  in  the  morning,  I  am  not  able  to  conceive 
how  he  can  bear  the  looks  of  thofe  members  of  his  family 
who  had  been  witneffes  of  his  fhame.  But  befides  being 
a  reftrainl  from  grofs  crimes,  1  cannot  help  faying,  that, 
fpeaking  of  the  things  of  God,  with  the  concern  of  a  pa* 
rent,  of  the  humanity  of  a  matter,  mud  give  a  folemnity 
of  fpirit,  and  a  fenfe  of  their  moment,  even  greater  than 
before.  A  man  cannot  fpeak  to  purpofe,  without  feeling 
what  he  fays ;  and  the  new  impreffion  will  certainly  leave 
behind  it  a  lading  effeft.  Let  me,  therefore,  my  beloved 
hearers,  earnedly  recommend  to  you  the  faithful  difcharge 
and  careful  management  of  family  duties,  as  you  regard 
the  glory  of  God,  the  intered  of  his  church,  the  advantage 
of  your  poderity,  and  your  own  final  acceptance  in  the  day 
of  judgment. 

5.  Let  religion  be  incorporated  with  your  lawful  em- 
ployments, and  improved  by  an  attention  to  the  whole 
eourfe  of  Providence  to  you  and  yours.    NoUiing  is  more 


nurtful  to  religion,,  than  to  coitfine  it  to  particular  times 
and  places :  I  (hould  ha?e  rather  faid,  there  is  not  a  j^eat* 
ermiilake  in  religion,  than  to  imagine  that  it  can-b^fo 
confined.  Triie  religion  will  (hew  its  influence  in  every 
part  of  your  condudt.  It  is  like  the  fap  of  a  living  tree, 
which  penetrates  to  the  moft  dillant  }x)ughs..  In  youi:  pr- 
dinary  calling,  fee  that  you  undertake  nothing  but  vWhat 
is  lawful  in  its  end,  and  endeavor  to  accomplifh  nothing 
by  any  but  by  lawful  means,  that  you  may  have  alway6 
the  comfort  of  a  confcierice  void  of  ofience*;  Nay,  yoti 
fiiouid  even  do  more  ;  you  fhould  endeavor,  to  a6t  h  fin<^ 

{^le  and  fincere  a  part,  as  to  be-  beyond  the  imputation  of 
raud,  that  all  who  know  you  may  put  the  moft  unbound^ 
ed  confidence  in  your  integrity.  There  are  many  other 
calumnies  which  we  may  natundly  expe£t  frpm  a  malicif 
bus  world ;  and  it  ought  to  trouble  us  very  little  to  hear 
them  :  but  it  muft  be  extremely  diftreil^ng  to  a  good  man 
to  be  but  fufpefted  of  diftioncfty.  Oh,  my  brethren  i 
how  often  hath  it  grieved  me  to  feej  that  many  perfons^ 
formerly  of  a  decent  character,  when  th^y  loft  their  fub? 
fiance^  loft  their  religion  with,  it ;  and,  indeed,'  tq  cotii^lof 
how  few,  when  they  were  reduced/in  their  circumiftancesi 
Could  iatisfy  the  public  thi^t  they  had  a£ted  fairly.  ' 

Let  it  be  your  care,  I  befeech  you,  to  remember,  that  it 
IS  tjod  th'at  giveth  .you  power  to  get  wealth ;  actKi  what 
thanki  are  due  to  him;  if  he  hath  given  you  abundance; 
bfpecially  ifhe  hath  given  you  withal  a  heart  to  beftow^ 
Be  diligent  in  your  bufmefs,  frqm  a  principle  of  c&akU 
^hc6;  and  make  it  the  daily  fubje^  of  your  prayer  to 
9od,  that  he  would  either  keep  you  from  the  (bame  of  po. 
irerty,  or,  at  leaft,  from  the  fin  of  it.  Take  notice  of  every 
flep  of  his  providence,  whether  of  merty  or  trial.  Let 
;he  afpeA  of  providence  dire£t  your  exercife,  and  quicken 
irour  aficdtions  in  religious  duties ;  and  take  fuch  views 
i>f  the  fuUnefs  of  an  all.fufficient  God,  in  afts  of  worlhip, 
is  may  prepare  you  for  every  event  of  providence,  whe- 
her  profperous  or  adverfe. 

Thus,  my  brethren,  I  have  now  finiftied  what  I  pro- 
>ofed,  in  the  way  of  advices ;  and,  for  what  I  have  to  fay 
vith  regard  to  the  prefent  difpenfation  of  providence,  that 
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puts  afi  ehd  to  my  minHlrjr  among  you,  I  (hall  bring  it 
within  very  narrow  bounds.  It  were  eafy,  by  faying  a 
few  words,  to  move  the  concern  both  of  fpeaker  and  hear- 
ers  :  this  I  have  hitherto  chofen  to  avoid ;  and,  therefore, 
ihall  only  fay,  that  I  am  deeply  fenfible  of  the  afik£kioa 
and  duty  of  the  congregation  that  attended  nnr  miniftry, 
and  others  under  my  charge.  I  cannot  exprefs  my  fenfe 
fif  it  better,  than  in  the  words  6f  the  hite  eminently  pioos 
Doctor  ilnlay,  my  immediate  predeceffor  in  this  new  of- 
fice, who,  on  his  death-bed,  faid  to  thofe  about  him,  *  I 
^  owe  a  long  catalogue  of  debts  to  my  friends,  which  will 
*  not  be  pnt  to  my  charge ;  but  I  hope  God  will  difcharge 
them  for  me.^  I  cannot  now  do  any  thing  better  for  you, 
than  again  to  befeech  you,  to  remember  atid  put  in  yrzh&ct 
the  directions  I  have  given  you,  and,  I  am  perfuaded,  that 
it  (hall  go  well  with  you.  The  only  fordier  requeft  I  have 
to  make  to  you  is,  that  you  would  give  to  me^  and  mj 
£imily,  an  intereft  in  your  prayers.  Intreat  of  God;  that 
we  may  be  preferved  from  perils  and  dangers,  and  earn- 
ed  to  the  place  of  our  deftination  in  fafety ;  and  that  I  may 
be  affifted  of  him  in  every  future  duty,  and  not  fall  under 
the  terrible  reproach,  of  agreeing  to  make  fo  diftant  a  re- 
moval,  and  then  being  found  unfit  for  the  important  talc 

1  conclude  with  the  words  of  the  apoftle  Jude,  24, 

25.  *'  Now,  unto  him  that  is  able  to  keep  you  from  fall- 
•*  ing,  and  to  prefent  you  faultlefs  before  the  prefence  of 
**  his  glory,  with  exceeding  joy ;  to  the  only  wife  God, 
**  our  Saviour,  be  glory  and  majefty,  dominion  and  pow- 
f  er,  both  now  and  ever."    Amen* 
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SERMON  43, 


1  CoK.  iv.  13* 
Wc  abo  believe  J  and  therefore  ipeak. 

TO  underftand  what  ought  Co  be  the  character,  and 
what  principles  fhould  animate  the  cbndu£k  of  a 
minifter  of  the  Gofpel,  cannot  be  without  profit,  even  t(y 
a  private  Chriftian.  It  will  teach  him  wb6m  to  prefin*, 
when  he  is  called,  in  providence,  to  make  a  choice.  It 
will  teach  him  to  hold  fuch  in  reputation  for  their  office 
iake,  and  to  improve  the  privilege  of  a  regular  gofpel  mi<- 
niftry,  if  he  himfelf  is  favored  with  it.  And  I  think  it 
muft  incline  him  to  make  dailjr  fupplication  to  the  Lord 
of  the  harveft,  to  fend  forth  faithful  laborers  into  his  har- 
veft. 

But  though  there  were  no  fuch  general  advantage  to  be^ 
derived  from  it,  my  particular  charge,  and  the  very  afpe£t 
of  this  audience,  would  eafily  juftify  me  in  making  this,  for 
once,  the  immediate  fubje6t  ii  difcourfe. 

Now,  if  we  would  know  the  charadter  of  a  faithful  mi- 
nifter, we  cannot  better,  or  more  immediately  reach  our 
purpofe,  than  by  looking  into  the  chara£ter,  and  obferving 
the  conduct,  and  fprings  of  a£tion,  of  the  apoftles  of  our 
Lordy  who  received  their  commifiiona  immediate^  firozq 
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bimfelf,  and  were  not  only  the  firft,  but  the  bed  and  moft 
fuccefsful  miniflersi  that  ever  •  were  eipployed  in  die 
church  of  Ghrift-  ' 

The  Apoftle  Paul,  whofe  call  was  fo  Gngular,  and 
whofe  labors  were  fo  diftinguUKed,  ba$,  in  bis  epifUe^  to 
the  feveral  churches,  planted  or  watered  by  him,  giyen  us 
a  great  light  into  the  chief  aims  he  had  in  the  exercife  of 
the  miniilry.  In  this  chapter,  and  the  preceding  part  of 
thisepillle,  he  fhews  the  Corinthians,  with  what  vifible 
faithfulnefs  and  fmcerity  he  ^ad  a£led,  and  what  diligence 
he  had  uled  in  promoting  their  eternal  happinefs. 

To  fave  time,  I  forbear  going  through  the  cannexion  of 
his  difcourfe,  and  only  obferye,  that  in  the  words  of  our 
text,  he  Ihows  what  kept  him  faithful  and  inQuenced  him 
to  fo  much  diligence  in  the  work^to  which  he  was  called, 
by  alluding  to  an  expreflion  in  the  ii6th  Pfalm.  It  is 
written,  I  have  Mined^  tberefure  have  I  spoken.  JVe 
also  believe^  and  tberejore  speak.  In  this  he  intimates, 
that  our  inward  pcrfuafion  of"  the  great  truths  of  the  ever- 
lading  Gofpel,  could  not  but  have  a  powerful  influence 
upon  him  and  others,  to  prefs  the  important  raeflage, 
and  watch  oyer  the  fouls  Qf  thofe  committed  to  their 
cjharge. 

In  difcourfiijg  further  at  this  time,  I  intend  to  confine 
niyfelf  to  this  fmgle  truth,  which  may  be  eafily  deduced 
from  the  text :  That  one  of  the  moll  cflcntially  neceffary, 
and  the  mofl  cxtenfiyely  ufeful  qualifications  of  a  good 
minifter,  is,  that  he  be  a  good  man,  that  he  have  a  firm 
belief  of  that  Gofpel  he  is  called  to  preach,  and  a  lively 
fenfe  of  religion  upgji  hi?  own  heart.  Aft^r  I  fliall  have 
explained  and  confirmed  this  obfervation,  I  will  conclude 
with  feme  pradVical  reflefltiohs. 

Though  I  have  mentioned  real  religion  as  one  of  the 
mofl  eflentially  neceffary  qualifications,  1  am  not  ignorant, 
that  taking  the  words  in  a  ftrift  fenfe,  gifts  are  more  ne- 
ceffary to  the  being  of  a  miniftry,  than  even  grace  itfelf. 
To  make  the  efficacy  of  the  ordinances  to  depend  upon 
the  inward  (late  of  the  adminillrator,  is  a  Popifli  error, 
and  is  exprefsly  guarded  again  ft  by  the  Affembly  of  Di- 
vines, in  oiu-  fliorter  Catechifm,  in  the  foUoNying  words ;. 
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TJbe  sacraments^  and  it  is  equally  true  of  every  other  ordir 
nance,  become  effectual  to  salvation^  not  from  any  virtue 
in  tbem,  or  in  him  that  doth  administer  them^  but  only  by 
the  blessing  of  Christy  and  the  ivorking  of  bis  Spirit  in 
ibem^  that  by  faith  receive  them. 

But  fome  degree  of  capacity  is  evidently  neceffary  in 
the  mod  abfolute  fenfe.  A  man  who  is  altogether  void  of 
knowledge  and  utterance,  or  who  is  deaf  and  dumb,  may 
be  a  faint,  but  cannot  be  a  minifter.  This  conceflion, 
however,  takes  nothing  from  the  force  of  the  obfervation, 
that  real  religion  is  of  the  greateft  importance,  and  moft 
abfolutely  neceffary  to  the  faithft^l  discharge  of  a  minif. 
ter*s  facred  truft.  That  I  may  fet  this  in  as  clear  and 
ilrong  a  light  as  I  am  able,  let  me  intreat  your  attention 
^Q  the  following  obJcrvation* 

L  Real  religion  in  a  minider  will  make  him  knowing, 
and  able  for  his  work.  It  is  neceflkry  for  any  one  who 
intends  himfelf  for  the  office  of  the  miniilry,  by  diligent 
ftudy,  and  the  ufe  of  thofe  means,  with  which  God  in  his 
providence  hath  furnilhed  him,  to  improve  his  under- 
itanding  and  acquire  a  flock  of  knowledge,  that  he  may 
be'  a  workman  that  needeth  not  to  be  aihamed,  rightly  di- 
viding the  way  of  truth.  In  this  he  can  have  no  fuch 
incitement  as  concern  for  his  Matter's  glory.  Nay,  he 
that  is  truly  religious,  is  taught  of  God,  the  bell  of  mafters, 
and  will  have  fome  of  hi3  moft  profitable  leffons  firom  his 
own  experience.. 

Let  me  the  rather  intreat  your  attention  to  this,  that 
thofe  who  are  moft  apt  to  difparage  piety,  are  alfo  apt  to 
fpeak  in  terms  of  high  approbation  on  the  fubje£t  of 
literature  and  fcience. — Obferve,  therefore,  that  true  reli- 
jgion  ferves  both  to  give  a  man  that  knowledge  which  is 
Deceffary  to  a  minifter,  and  todircft  and  turn  into  its  pro- 
per  channel  the  knowledge  which  he  may  otherwife-  ac- 
quire. It  is  an  approved  maxim  in  every  fcience,  that 
praftical  and  experimental  knowledge  far  exceeds  that 
which  is  merely  fpeculativc ;  at  leaft,  though  the  laft  may 
make  the  preitieft  fhow,  the  firft  is  by  much  to  be  prefer- 
red for  ufe.     Any  wife  man,  if  he  was  to  go  a  dangerous 
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voyage,  would  readily  prefer  as  his  pilot,  one  who  had ' 
mucli  experience,  and  had  failed  often  that  way  himfelE, 
to  one,  who  had  fiudied  navigation  in  the  moft  perfed 
manner  afhore.  So,  my  brethren,  every  man  who  re- 
gards  his  foul  would  choofe  for  his  spiritual  guide,  (me, 
who  appears  to  have  the  wifdom  to  fave  his  own,  and 
would  expe£t  by  him  to  be  bed  direfled  how  to  avoid  the 
rocks  aqd  flv^lves  in  his  paiTage,  through  this  dangerous 
and  tempefluous  ocean  of  life* 

But  if  this  maxim  holds  true  in  other  fcience,  it  holds 
yet  more  (Irongly  in  Religion,  which  cannot  be  truly 
known  unlefs  it  be  felt.  There  is  an  infeparable  con* 
nexion  between  &ith  and  pra£lic6,  truth  and  duty  ;  and 
therefore  he  that  is  a  ftranger  to  the  one,  is  ignorant  of  the 
other.  I  am  not  infenfible  that  a  bad  man  may  efpoufe, 
and  plead  for  a  great  part  of  the  fyftem  of  divine  truth ; 
but  as  he  cannot  cordially  embrace  it.  To  I  am  inclined  to 
thinly  that  he  never  truly  underftands  it.  The  ApoQlc 
Paul  declares,  that  it  is  only  by  the  Spirit  of  God  which  is 
given  to  every  real  Chrifti^n,  and  more  efpecially  to  every 
faithful  Minifter,  that  a  man  is  enabled  to  treat  rightly  of 
divine  thing?,  *^  Now  we  have  received,  not  the  Spirit  of 
"  the  world,  but  the  Spirit  which  is  of  God,  that  we  might 
"  know  the  things  that  are  freely  given  to  us  of  God;  which 
•'  things  we  fpeak,  not  in  the  words  which  man's  wjfdom 
"  teacheth,  but  which  the  Holy  Ghoft  teacheth,  comparing 
"  fpiritual  things  with  fpiritual.  But  the  natural  man  re- 
*'  ceiveth  not  the  things  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  for  they  are 
♦*  fooli(hnefs  unto  him,  neither  can  he  know  them,  for  they 
"  are  fpiritually  difcemed."  As  the  real  Chriftian  from  that 
charafter  is  beft  difpofed  to  feek  after,  fo  he  is  by  the 
fame  means  bell  fitted  to  improve  and  apply  his  knowledge 
of  fpiritual  things.  This  will  appear,  if  we  confider  what 
ought  to  be  the  great  work  of  a  minifter.  He  hath  to  do 
chiefly  with  the  hearts  and  confciences  of  his  people.  His 
bufmefs  is  to  convince  the  ungodly  ;  to  awaken  the  fecure; 
to  enlighten  the  ignorant  ;  to  direft  and  ftrengthen  the 
weak  in  the  faith,  and  in  general  as  a  wife  phyfician,  to 
adminifter  the  medicine  proper  to  the  various  conditions 
and  dlforder^  of  his  hearers.     Now  it  muft,  at  firft  fight; 
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ippear,  that  he  who  is  a  ftrangcr  to  the  power  of  godlincfs^ 
md  knows  nothing  of  the  fpiritual  life  himfelf,  mud  be 
itteriy  unfit  fof  difceming  Tiow  it  thrives,  or  affifting  and 
promoting  it  in  others.  That  man  muft  furcly  be  moft 
powerful  in  fearching,  and  moft  fkilful  in  guiding  the  con- 
fciences  of  others,  who  has  been  accuftomed  to  examine 
md  direct  his  own. 

I  only  farther  obferve  upon  this  particular,  that  true 
religion  will  purify,  and  direfl  into  its  proper  channel, 
the  knowledge  he  may  otherwife  acquire.  It  is  a  great 
miftake  to  think,  found  learning  is  an  enemy  to  religion,  • 
ind  to  fuppofe  that  an  ignorant  miniftry  is  the  beft  or  fa- 
[eft.  There  is  no  branch  of  human  knowledge  of  which 
I  Divine  may  not  be  the  better,  or  which  a  good  man  will 
not  improve  to  the  glory  of  God  and  the  good  of  others ; 
though  fome  of  them  are  more  important  than  others ; 
uid  it  is  neceffary  to  give  to  any  of  them,  only  fuch  pro- 
portion of  our  time,  as  is  confiftent  with  our  great  and 
principal  aim*  Now  true  religion  is  the  great  preferva-* 
live  againft  miftake  or  abufe  of  any  kind  on  this  fubjed. 
A  bad  man  is  apt  to  ftudy,  merely  to  gratify  his  own  fan. 
cy ;  and  there  is  a  falfe  luxury  and  delicacy  in  feeding  the 
mind  as  well  a^  the  body.  A  bad  man  is  alfo  exceeding- 
ly prone  to  intellcftual  pride  and  felf-fufficiency ;  than 
which,  there  is  not  a  vice  more  dangerous  in  itfelf,  or 
more^  contrary  to  the  charafter  of  a  Minifter  of  the  New 
Teflament.  But  he  who  is  fandlified  by  divine  grace, 
as  he  has  every  motive  to  diligence  in  acquiring  know- 
ledge, fo  the  fingle  purpofe  to  which  he  will  wiih  to  ap- 
ply it,  is  to  ferve  God  in  the  Gofpel  of  his  Son. 

II.  Ileal  religion  in  a  minifter  will  make  him  happy 
and  chearful,  ready  and  willing  to  do  his  duty.  There  13 
a  great  difference  between  the  prompt,  and  fpeedy  obedi- 
ence of  a  fervant  who  loves  his  mafter  and  his  work,  and 
the  reluctant  labor  of  him  who  only  deceives  him,  that  he 
may  eat  of  his  bread.  A  truly  pious  man  undertakes  the 
office  of  the  miniftry  from  love  to  God,  with  a  view  to 
promote  his  glory,  and  what  he  hath  counted  his  intereft 
in  the  world :  viz.  the  welfare  of  the  fouls  of  men.  An 
unholy  minifter  undertakes  this  employment  only  as  a 
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trade  to  cam  by,  and  has  it  at  If  aft  as  his  bigheft  aim  ttf 
promote  his  own  worldly  advantage.  It  is  eafy  to  fee  in 
what  a  different  manner  thefe  different  perfons  will  ad, 
and  in  what  diifferent  light  they  will  view  the  facred  duties 
6f  their  funflion.  He  who  truly  believes  the  Grofpel  and 
loves  its  Author,  will  reckon  it  bis  highett  honor  when  he 
is  called  to  recondmend  it  to  the  belief  of  others,  file  wiU 
be  apt  to  teach;  and  Will  find  a  pleafure  in  carrying  bis 
meffage,  befides  the  reward  he  expeCls  from  hvm  who 
employs  him,  and  will  undergo  with  cbearfnlnefs  every 
.  fatigue  he  is  fubjefied  to,  in  the  execution  of  his  office. 
On  the  other  hand,  he  who  is  a&uated  by  a  contrary  prin- 
ciple, though  he  is  obliged,  that  he  may  raife  his  wages, 
in  fome  fort  to  do  his  duty ;  yet  how  heavily  niuft  it  go 
on,  how  tedious  and  burthenfome  mud  it  be,  both  in  pre- 
paration and  performance  ?  He  will  count  his  fervice  at 
the  altar,  and  his  work  among  his  peop1e»  as  a  toil  and 
drudgery,  *and  reckon  all  tliat  redeemed  time  rfiat  he  can 
fave  for  himfelf,  from  the  duties  of  his  office.        , 

Perhaps  it  may  be  thought  that  their  lies  a  ftrong  ob- 
jedlion  againft  this  obfervation  from  experience  ;  as  it 
appears  that  fuch  minifters  as  have  lead  of  religion,  com- 
monly go  mofl  lightly  under  the  charge,  and  are  far  from 
feeling  any  burthen  in  what  is  committed  to  them  ;  where- 
as the  moll  pious  and  faithful  minifters  feem  to  have  a 
weight  upon  their  fpirits,  and  fuch  a  concern  for  the  falva- 
tion  of  their  people,  as  cannot  but  take  much  from!  their 
chearfulnefs  in  the  work  to  which  they  are  called.  In  an- 
fwer  to  this,  obferve,  that  an  unfaithful  minfter  is  not  eafy 
and  chearful  becaufe  his  work  is  agreeable  to  him,  but 
becaufe  he  takes  as  little  of  it  as  may  be,  and  fceks  his 
J>learure  more  than  his  duty.  Certain  it  is,  that  the  work 
of  the  miniftry  muft  be  irkfome  and  uneafy  to  him  that 
believes  not,  except  fo  far  as  he  makes  it  fubfcrvient  to 
ambition,  and  difplays  his  own  talents  when  he  fhould  be 
feeding  his  people's  fouls.  This  I  confefs,  which  the 
apoftle  juftly  calls  preaching  ourfelves,  may  be  abundant^ 
ly  gratifying  to  the  moft  corrupt  heart.  On  the  other  hand, 
that  concern  for  his  people  which  is  upon  the  heart  of  eve- 
ry faithful  pallor,  is  far  from  being  inconfillent  with  the 
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moft  foliJ  peace  and  definable  pleafure  arifing  from  the 
diifcharge  of  his  duty.  It  is  like  the  exercife  of  pity  atid 
tompaffion  to  the  diftreffed,  in  him,  who  is  adlirig  for  their 
relief,  which,  though  in  fome  fehfc  painful,  is  yet  accom:- 

Sanied  with  the  approbation  of  God,  and  confcience,  as^ 
owing  from  a  rightly  difpofed  mind,  and  therefore  to  be 
cherifhed  and  cultivated  rather  than  fuppreflcd  There 
IS  a  time  for  every  good  min  to  mourn,  and  a  time  to  re^ 
joice,  and  perhaps  the  one  is  even  more  falutary  than  the 
other ;  for  we  are  told,  that  God  will  appoint  unto  therti 
that  mourn  in  Zion,  to  give  unto  them  beauty  fir  ashes^ 
the  oil  of  joy  for  mournings  and  the  garment  dfpfaise 
for  the  spirit  of  heaviness. 

III.  Real  religion  in  a  mlnifter  will  make  him  faith- 
ful, and  impartial,  in  the  difcharge  of  his  truft.  The  Godf 
in  whofe  preferice  we  (land,  and  in  whofe  pame  we  fpieak, 
is  no  refpefter  of  perfons,  and  neither  (hould  we  bfe  id 
doing  his  work.  There  is  commonly  4  great  variety  of 
perfons,  of  different  Rations'  and  of  diflTerent  charafters^ 
committed  to  the  infpeftion  of  a  minilter  ;  the  pleafmg  or 
difpleafing  of  whom,  has  a  confideriable  inHu'ence  ott  bis 
worldly  eafe  and  intereft.  This  is  a  great  temptati6n  to 
be  unfaithful,  and  often  leads  to  fpeak  utito  them  smooth 
things^  and  prophesy  deceit;  or  at  leaft,  not  to  deal  with 
alt  that  freedom  and  impartiality ,'  that  his  duty  to  God  re- 
quires. In  tvtry  unregerierate  man,  worldly  intereft  in 
one  fhape  or  another,  either  Vatnity  or  gain,  is  the  fupreme 
motive  of  action :  and  therefore,  as  moft  men  are  impa- 
tient  of  reproof,  iP  cannot  be  fuppofed,  that  an  tmfanfti- 
fied  minifter  will  venture  to  provoke  their  difpleafure,  or 
to  gall  them  with  unacceptable  truths.  The  favor  of  the 
great,  or  the  applafufe  of  the  multitudle,  he  certainly  will 
feek,  more  than  the  edification  of  any.  On  the  other 
hand,  he  who  truly  fears  God,  and  believes  what  he  teaches, 
will  a£t  with  faithfulnefs  and  boldnefs.  He  will  remem« 
ber  that  if  he  feeks  to  pleafe  men,  he  cannot  be  the  fervant 
of  Chriftf  Jie  will  therefore  no  farther  obtain,  and  indeed 
no  farther  wifli  to  obtain  their  favor,  than  as  a  diligent 
difcharge  of  his  duty  approves  him  to  their  confciences  in 
the  fight  of  Cod;  or  forces  the  approbation  of  the  impar- 
VoL.  IL  4  B 
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tial,  notwithftandlng  the  refentment  of  particular  ofiend^ 
crs.  It  is  only  the  fear  of  God,  can  deliver  us  from  the 
fear  of  man.  I  do  not  pretend  that  all  who  fear  God,  are 
wholly  delivered  from  it :  but  furely,  bad  men,  muft  be 
far  more  under  the  government  of  this  finful  principle. 
The  one  may  fail  occafionally,  the  other  is  corrupted 
wholly.  There  are  two  reafons  which  incline  me  parti- 
cularly to  infid  on  that  faithfulnefs,  which  can  only  flow 
from  true  piety. 

1.  That  preaching,  in  order  to  be  ufeful,  muft  be  very 
particular,  and  clofe,  in  the  application.  General  tmth9 
and  ab{lra£t  reafoning  have  little  or  no  influence  upon  the 
hearers,  as  the  ignorant  cannot,  and  the  wife  will  not 
apply  them  to  themfelves. 

2.  The  other  reafon  is,  that  private  admonition,  and 
perfonal  reproof,  are  a  great  part  of  a  minifter*s  duty,  and 
a  duty  that  cannot  be  performed  by  any  man,  who  hath 
not  a  fleady  regard  to  the  prefence  and  command  of  that 
God,  who  hath  fet  him  to  watch  for  the  fouls  of  his  people, 
as  one  that  muft  give  an  account. 

IV.  Real  religion  in  a  minifter,  will  make  him  active, 
and  laborious  in  his  work.  Diligence  is  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  to  the  right  difcharge  of  the  paftoral  duties,  whe- 
ther  public  or  private.  It  requires  no  fmall  attention  and 
labor,  to  feek  out  fit  and  acceptable  words,  as  the  preach- 
er exprefles  it,  to  ftir  up  the  attention  of  the  inconfiderate, 
to  awaken  fecure,  and  convince  obftinate  finners,  to  un- 
mafk  the  covered  hearts  of  hypocrites,^o  fet  right  the  er- 
ring,  and  encourage  the  fearful.  An  unbelieving  minif- 
ter  muft  be  carelefs  and  flothful.  As  he  is  unconcerned 
about  the  fuccefs  of  his  work,  he  cannot  have  any  great 
concern  about  the  manner  of  performance.  But  he,  who 
believes  the  unfpeakable  importance  of  what  he  is  employ- 
ed about,  both  to  himfelf  and  to  his  people,  cannot  fail 
to  be  diligent.  He  knows  that  he  himfelf  muft  anfwer.to 
God,  for  the  care  he  has  taken  of  the  fouls  comnitted  to 
his  charge ;  and  that  if  he  does  not  faithfully  warn  the 
wicked  to  turn  from  their  ways,  their  blood  will  be  requi- 
red at  his  hand. 
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Oh  !  my  brethren,  what  a  flriking  coniideratlon  is  this, 
tp  fuppofe  ourfelves  interrogated  by  the  Supreme  Judge, 
concerning  every  finner  under  our  charge  ?  Did  you  ear- 
neflly  warn  this  unhappy  foul,  by  earned  exhortations  in 
public,  and  by  ferious  afie£lionate  expoftulations  in  pri- 
vate, to  confiderhis  ways  ?  It  is  an  eafy  thing,  by  a  par- 
tial, or  curfory  performance  of  our  duty,  to  fcreen  our- 
felves  from  the  cenfure  of  our  fellow-men ;  but  to  iland 
at  the  judgment  feat  of  Chrifi,  and  anfwer  there  for  our 
diligence,  is  a  more  awful  trial. 

Will  not  alfo  a  concern  for  his  people's  intcfreft,  ani- 
mate a  pious  minifter  to  diligence  ?  If  he  is  truly  pious, 
as  he  loves  God,  he  loves  his  brother  alfo.  The  Apoftl^ 
Paul  fays,  Knowing  therefore  the  terror  of  the  Lord^  fve 
persuade  men.  If  a  man  in  good  earned  believes  that 
cverlafting  mifery  muft  be  the  portion  of  all  who  die  in  an 
unrenewed  (late,  what  pains  will  he  not  take,  to  prevent 
fmners  from  going  to  that  place  of  torment  ? 

One  who  could  fee  a  fellow-creatwre,  in  the  rage  of  a 
fever,  ruftiing  to  the  brink  of  a  precipice,  and  not  reftrain 
him,  would  fall  under  lading  infamy.  Mud  not  the  fame 
compaflion  move  the  heart  of  a  ferious  perfon,  who  fees 
his  fellow-finners  going  blind-fold  to  the  pit  of  perditi- 
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It  is  their  not  believing  thefe  things,  that  makes  them 
fo  fearlefs  in  finning  ;  if  you  truly  believe  them,  will  you 
not  make  an  effort  to  alarm  them  ?  There  are  no  mo- 
tives like  thefe  to  diligence-^he  that  believes  will  certain* 
ly  fpeak. 

V.  In  the  lad  place,  real  religion  will  make  a  minider 
fuccefsful  in  his  work.  This  it  does,  both  as  it  fits  him 
for  doing  his  duty  to  his  people,  which  has  been  illudra* 
ted  above,  and  as  it  adds  to  his  precepts  the  force  of  his  ex- 
ample.  Fird,  it  makes  him  fuccefsful  as  it  fits  him  for 
his  duty.  It  is  true  indeed,  that  God  only  can  give  the 
tleffuig  upon  a  minider's  labors,  and  that  he  can  fave  by 
many,  or  by  few,  by  the  weaked,  as  well  as  by  the  ableft 
indrument :  yet  we  fee  from  experience,  that  in  all  or- 
dinary cafes,  he  proportipns  the  fuccefs,  to^the  propriety, 
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or  fufficicncy  of  the  means.  Neither  i^  there  any  fuTtf 
mark  that  God  intends  efieflual  bepefit  to  any  part  of  th^ 
world,  or  the  church,  than  when  he  raifep  and  commir. 
fions  men,  eminently  qualified,  to  plead  his  caufe.  Thcrcl 
fore,  real  piety,  even  in  this  refpedj,  contributes  to  a  mi- 
nifter's  fuccefs.  If  diligence  in  all  other  things  produces 
jTuccefs,  it  niuft  be  fo  alfo  in  the  ffniniftry.  If  he  that  lays 
but  his  ground  with  the  greateft  judgment,  prepares  an4 
dreffes  it  with  the  greateft  care,  has  the  mpft  plentiful 
crop  :  if  the  fliepherd  that  wait^  moft  diligently  upon  his 
flock,  feeds  thein  in  the  beft  pafture,  and  leads  them  to 
jthe  fafeft  ihe)ter,  has  the  mofl  increafe  ;  then  that  minif- 
ter,  who  does  his  duty  moft  wifely,  and  mofl  powerfully, 
will  alfo  fee  moft  of  the  fruit  of  hip  labors.        '  • 

But  real,  and  unaJFcft^,  yet  vifible  feripufnefs,  has  alfo 
its  own  proper  additional  influence  on  a  minifter's  fuccefs. 
Xn  apparent  and  vifibic  impreffiori  upon  the  fpeaker's 
mind,  of  what  he  fays,  gives  it  an  inexpreiffible  weight 
with  the  hearers.  There  is  a  piercing  heat,  a  penetrating 
force,  in  that  which  flows  from  the  heart,  which  diftin- 
jguiflies  it  not  only  from  the  coldnefs  of  indifference,  but 
alfo,  from  the  falfe  fire  of  enthufiafm  or  vain  glory.  Bc- 
fides  all  this,  the  example  of  a  pious  minifter,  is  a  con- 
ftant  inftruftion  to  his  people.  It  ratifies  his  doClrine, 
while  he  not  only  charges  them  to  do  what  he  fays,  but  to 
be  what  he  is.  This  will  receive  much  illuftration  from 
its  country. 

A  minifter  who  has  a  carelefs,  untender  walk,  defeats, 
by  his  life,  the  intent  of  his  preaching.  Though  in  rta- 
fon,  it  cannot  juftify  any  one  in  difobeying  wholefome  in- 
ftru£lions,  that  the  inftru6lor  defpifes  them  himfelf;  yet 
it  is  one  of  the  moft  common  excufes  men  rnake  for  them- 
felves,  and  few  excufes  feem  to  fet  tficir  confciences  more 
at  eafe.  Loofe  and  carelefs  per fons  think  themfelve's  quire 
at  liberty  to  defpife  the  reproofs  of  their  paftpr,  if,  while  he 
teachec  others,  he  teaches  not  himfelf. 

Nay,  hot  only  is  it  thus  with  the  profane,  but  even 
thofe  who  have  the  greateft  regard  for  religion,  are  not  fo 
much  affected  with  the  fame  truths,  when  fpoken  by  one 
they  think  indifferent  about  theni,  as  when   fpoken  by 
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one  who  feems  to  feel  what  he  fpeaks,  and  who  lives  ai 
he  teaches. 

Experience  greatly  confirms  the  whole  of  this  reafon- 
ing — for  wherever  an  eminently  pious  minifter  has  lived, 
and  labored  long,  there  is  commonly  to  be  found  the  moft 
knowing,  ferious,  fober-minded,  and  judicious  people ; 
ilay,  the  very  memory  of  fuch  9  minitler,  is  often  long 
continued,  after  he  is  gone,  and  his  example  is  propofed 
by  his  hearers,  to  their  children's  children. 

From  all  thefe  confiderations,  I  conclude,  that  the  moft 
important  qualification  of  a  good  minifter,  is  to  be  /i  be^ 
fieving  preacher^  ?ind  that  if  he  favcs  hi?  own  foul,  he 
will  be  the  probable  mean  of  faying  them  that  hear  him. 

I  proceed  now,  to  make  fome  improvement  of  the  fubi> 
jea  ' 

Reverend  fathers  and  brethren, 

As  we  would  wilh  our  people  tp  do,  let  us  take  heed 
how  we  hear,  and  make  a  faithful  application  to  ourfelves, 
of  what  hath  been  faid  upon  the  fubjeft.  Let  it  engage  us 
to  a  feriou^  examinatipnofqurfelves,  left  while  we  preach 
the  gofpel  to  others,  we  ourfejves  fliould  be  reprobates, 
This  ought  to  be  the  fubjeft  of  pur  frequent  and  ferious 
thoughts,  for  feveral  reafdns.  We  are  in  danger  of  think- 
ing  ourfelves  too  eafily  fafe,  by  comparing  that  outward 
regularity,  to  which  oi^r  o$ce  itfelf,  even  from  fecular 
motives,  obliges  us,  with  the  licentious  extravagance  of 
profane  finners.  We  afe  in  danger  of  miftaking  our  fre-: 
quent  thinking  and  fpeaking  of  the  things  of  God,  in  the 
way  of  our  calling,  for  an  evidence  of  true  religion  in  our- 
felves. We  may  aUo,  periiaps,  miftake  thofe  gifts  with 
>vhich  Gocl  hath  fumiftied  us,  for  the  benefit  of  his  own 
people,  as  the  fruits  of  the  fpirit,  and  of  gracious  difpofi. 
lions  in  our  hearts.  A  m\nifter  is  as  much  liable  tp  felf- 
deceit  as  others,  and  in  fome  refpefts,  more  fo.  We  have 
therefore  much  need,  often  to  make  trial  of  our  ftate,  as 
well  as  to  give  all  diligence,  to  make  our  calling  and  elec- 
tion fure. 

But  let  us  beware  of  imagining,  that  this  difcourfe  is 
only  applicable  to  fuch,  as  have  no  real  faith  in  Chrift. 
God  forbid  that  there  were  any  minifter  among  us,  a  com- 
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plete  unbeliever,  counting  the  Gofpel  a  fable.  But  faiths 
and  every  other  gracious  clifpolition  grafted  upon  it,  arc 
capable  of  many  degrees  of  improvement  and  ftrength; 
and  in  proportion  to  the  ftrength  of  our  faith,  and  the  im- 
preffion  we  have  of  divine  things,  will  be  our  diligence, 
and  confequently  our  fuccefs,  in  the  work  of  the  miniftry. 
Let  us  therefore  imprefs  our  minds,  with  a  more  and  more 
lively  fenfe  of  the  important  truths  which  we  teach  and 
hear.  Let  us  not  ftarve  ourfelves,  while  we  are  feeding 
others :  but  ftudy  to  arrive  at  a  greater  degree  of  love  to 
God,  and  delight  in  him,  a  greater  conformity  to  his  blet 
fed  image,  in  purity  of  heart,  and  integrity  of  life.  Let 
us  in  a  fpecial  manner,  ftudy  to  attain  to  more  and  more 
intimate  communion  with  God  in  fecret,  which  is  the  fign 
of  our  dependance  upon  him,  and  the  very  exercife  of 
love  to  him,  which  is  the  mean  of  conftancy,  and  the 
fource  of  joy  in  religion. 

Above  all,  let  us  fet  our  afFeftions  upon  the  things  that 
are  above,  where  our  Redeemer  fits  at  his  Father's  right 
hand.  As  our  profeffion  is  to  be  pilgrims  and  ftrangers 
in  the  earth,  to  live  by  faith,  and  not  by  fight,  let  us  (ludy 
to  raife  our  hopes  of,  and  defire  after,  the  heavenly  inhe- 
ritance. By  this  we  fhall  not  only  believe,  but  kno\f 
and  feel  the  value  of  true  religion,  Which  cannot  fail  to 
make  us  diligent  in  feeking  the  good  of  others. 

Oh !  my  brethren,  what  reafon  have  we  to  be  *inward- 
ly  afliamed  at  the  weaknefs  of  our  faith,  and  the  coldnefs 
of  our  love,  as  they  (how  the mfelves,  by  our  indifference 
in  the  duties  of  our  office  ?  We  are  often  ready,  both  lo 
complain,  and  wonder  that  our  hearers  are  fo  little  affe\5l- 
ed  with  the  moft  awful  confiderations,  that  they  can  hear 
with  indifference  of  everlafting  happinefs,  and  fet  without 
fear  under  the  denunciations  of  eternal  wrath  :  that  we 
cannot  perfuade  them,  it  is  of  importance  to  think  what 
iliall  become  of  ihem  forever.  But  is  it  not  alfo  to  be 
wondered  at,  that  we  ourfelves  can  often  fpeak  of  thefc 
things  with  fo  little  emotion  ?  Can  we  ever  be  fufficient- 
ly  affedled  with  the  danger  of  our  hearers,  when  we  confi- 
der,  that  we  mull  either  fave  them  by  convincing  and 
converting  them  now,  or  deliver  our  own  fouls,  by  wit* 
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neffing,  juftifying,  and  perhaps  pleading  for  their  condem- 
nation at  the  lad  day  ?  However  plain  and  fimple  thefe 
truths  are,  of  the  final  judgment  of  miniilers  and  people^ 
they  are  quite  unfathomable  in  riieir  meaning  and  impor- 
tance to  both»  It  is  llrange  that  we  can  think  of  them 
without  the  deeped  concern,  or  even  fpeak  of  them  with- 
out  tears. 

Let  us  pray  that  the  Lord  would  increafe  ou;*  faith,  that 
believing  we  may  fpeak,  and  that  our  fpeech  may  be  with 
fuch  efficacy,  by  the  bleffing  of  God,  as  many  finners  may 
be  thereby  brought  to  everlafting  life ;  that  we  may  ap- 
prove ourfelves  to  him  that  fent  us ;  and  that  when  Chrift 
the  chief  fhepherd  fliall  appear,  we  may  receive  a  crown  of 
glory  that  fadeth  not  away. 
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SERMON   44. 


1  Corinthians  iii.  5,  6,  7. 

Who  then  is  Paul;  and  who  is  Apollos^  but  ministers  by  whom 
yc  believed^  even  as  the  Lord  gave  tt)  every  man  ?  I  have 
planted^  Apolhs  watered;  but  God  gave  the  increase*  So 
then^  neither  is  he  that  planteth  any  things  ?ieither  he  that 
watereth  ;  but  God  that  giveth  the  increase: 


My  Bret HREur, 

I  HAVE  been  Ud  to  the  choice  of  this  fubjeS,  by  that  dif- 
penfation  of  Providence,  which,  though  contrary  to  all 
human  probability,  hath  brought  me  to  this  new  charge  of 
prefiding  over  the  inilruflioh  of  youth,  in  the  liberal  arts. 
I  find  alfo  that  in  the  courle  of  my  attendance  on  it,  I 
fhall  have  frequent  opportunities  of  preaching  the  glori- 
ous gofpel  of  the  blefled  God  to  you,  of  this  congregation 
and  neighborhood.  Let  me  therefore  beg  your  attention 
to  the  inftrudtive  paflage  which  I  have  juft  now  read,  that 
both  teachers  and  fcholars,  miniilers  and  hearers,  may 
preferve  a  }uft  fenfe  of  their  relation  to  one  another,  and 
Vol.  IL  4  C 
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the  common  relation  we  all  ftand  in  to  God.  And  parti- 
cularly that  in  the  difcharge  of  our  mutual  duty  of  preach- 
kig  and  hearing,  we  may  preferve  on  our  minds,  a  deep 
fenfe  of  our  dependance  on  fuperior  ftrength,  and  may 
look  for  a  blefling  from  the  Father  of  lights,  from  whom 
alone  it  can  poffibly  flow. 

The  text  of  itfelf  and  independent  of  its  connexion^  is 
fo  full  of  ufeful  matter,  that  I  am  unwilling  to  fpend  your 
time  by  a  long  deduflion  of  the  particular  circumftances  of 
the  church  of  Corinth,  which  led  the  apoftle  to  exprefe 
himfelf  in  the  language  contained  in  it.  Let  it  fuffice  there- 
fore to  obferve,  that  a  fpirit  of  pride  and  faftion  prevailed 
very  much  in  that  church,  which  had  rent  them  into  par- 
ties, denominated  from  this,  or  the  other  principal  teacher 
who  was,  or  had  been  amoitg  them.    Thus  in  the  iilh 
verfe  of  the  firft  chapter,  **  Now  this  I  fay  that  every  one 
**  of  you  faith  I  am  of  Paul,  and  I  of  ApoIIos,  and  I  of 
•*  Cephajs,  and  I  of  Chrift,"  and  in  the  verfe  immediately 
preceding  the  text,  "  For  while  one  faith  I  am  of  Paul, 
•*  and  another,  I  am  of  Apollos,  are  ye  not  carnal  ?*^ 
Poffibly  the  converts  from  among  the  Jews  counted  them- 
felves  the  difciples  of  Peter,  and  held  him  in  the  higheft 
efteem,  while  thofe  of  the  Gentiles  fupported  the  name  and 
credit  of  the  apollle  Paul,  who  firft  planted  the  chriftian 
faith  among  the  idolatrous  heathens,  and  perhaps  others 
who  were  much  additled  to  learning  and  philofophy,  admir- 
ed, and  extolled  the  eloquence  of  Apollos.   And  yet  after 
all,  perhaps  the  fierce  and  unchrillian  contentions  that  pre- 
vailed in  that  church,  were  not  owing  to  their  divided  at- 
tachment to  particular  apoftles,  but  to  the  ambitious  and 
corrupt  teachers,  which  were  among  themfelves.     If  this 
was  the  cafe,  the  apoftle  Paul  only  mentioned  himfelf, 
Apollos  and  Cephas,  by  way  of  fuppofition,  inftead  of  na- 
ming the  guilty  heads  of  the  contending  parties,  that  the  re- 
proof being  adniiniftered  with  fo  much  prudence  and  dc- 
licacy,  might  be  carried  home  with  the  greater  evidence 
and  force.     This  interpretation   receives  a  good  deal  of 
countenance  from   what  we  find  in  chap.  iv.  6.      **  And 
"  thefe  things  brethren,  I  have  in  a  figure  transferred  to 
••  myfelf,  and  tp  Apollos,  for  your  fake;  that  ye  might  learn 
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**  In  us,  not  to  think  of  men  above  that  which  is  written, 
*»  that  no  one  of  you  be  puffed  up  for  one  againft  another." 

Such  a  divifion  and  fadlious  temper  does  infinite  mif- 
chief  wherever  it  prevails.  It  proceeds  from  people's 
being  much  under  the  power  of  a  carnal  mind,  and  ex- 
ceedingly increafes  carnality  by  that  envy,  ftrife,  and  diffi- 
mulation,  which  it  always  produces.  But  the  chief  way 
in  which  it  hinders  the  fuccefs  of  the  gofpel  is,  by  leading 
men  into  the  fatal  miftake  of  feeking  or  expefting  to  find 
in  minifters  what  can  only  be  had  in  God,  or  afcribing  to 
inftruments  and  fervants,  what  is  due  only  to  their  Lord 
and  mafter.  Would  you  perceive  the  greatnefs  of  this  fin  ? 
iL  is  facrilegioufly  robbing  God  of  his  own  honor  and  glo* 
17,  in  order  to  invefl  a  weak  finful  creature  with  the  fa*- 
cred  fpoils. 

1  only  add  one  other  preliminary  remark.     You  may 
fee  the   perfect  confiftency  and  propriety  of  the  apoftle's 
condudt,    according   to  the    different  circumftances   in 
which  he  was  engaged.     For  this  purpofe  we  muft  com- 
pare his  expreffions  here,  with  thofe  ufed  by  him  when  at- 
tempts  were  made  to  leflen   his  charafter,  and  detraft 
from  the  dignity  oFhis  office,  as  an  apoftle.of  Chrift.    Qa 
tbefe  occafions  he  fliews,  that  he  knows  very  well  what 
belonged  to  his  ftation  in  the  church,  and  is  fo  far  fromi 
fpeaking  of  himfelf  in  affeflted  ftrains  of  humility,  that  he 
freely  vindicates  his  own  conduft,  and  magnifies  the  hor 
norable  truft  that  was  committed  to  him  by  his  Saviour, 
chap.  ix.  verfe  i,  2.    "  Am  I  not  an  apoftle?  am  I  not 
**  free  ?  have  I  not  feen  Jefus  Chrifl  our  Lord  ?  are  not 
*^  ye  my  work  in  the  Lord  ?     If  I  be  not  an  apoftle  to 
*^  others,  yet  doubtlcfs  I  am  to  you  :  for  the  feal  of  mine 
**  apoftlelhipareye  in  the  Lord."  Thus  the  apoftle  fpcaks 
in  vindication  of  his  authority,  when  unjuftly  attacked. 
But  when  the  queftion  is  changed,  and  fome  are  difpofed 
to  extol  him  or  any  other,  to  the  prejudice  of  his  Lord 
and  mafter,  he  changes  his  ftile  too,  and  fpeaks  in  the 
kumbleft  manner  of  himfelf,  and  any  thing  he  had  con- 
tributed or  could  contribute  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  gofpel. 
As  a  faithful  fervant  he  could  not  endure  that  any  fhould 
put  him  in  bis  mailer's  place,  and  rejeft  with  indignar 
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tion  all  that  falfe  honor  which  eowed  only  from  the  mit 
takes  and  weakncfs  of  his  fellow  chriftians. 

In  this  as  in  many  other  inftances,  the  occaConal  di« 
regions  given  to  the  diflFerent  chriftian  churches,  in  the 
early  ages  carry  the  moft  important  and  ufeful  admonitions 
lb  us  who  live  in  the  latter  days.  From  the  pajDTage  bcl 
tore  us,  we  learn  that  minifters  (hould  confider  themfelves, 
and  be  confidered  by  their  people,  as  entirely  fubordinatt 
to  God,  and  expedt  affiftance  in  their  labors,  and  fuccefs  in 
their  endeavors,  only  from  himfelf.  What  I  further  pro- 
jpofe,  in  dependence  on  divine  grace,  is  firft  to  illuftrate 
and  fupport  the  propofition  juft  now  laid  down,  and  then 
to  make  a  pradlical  improvemept  of  the  fubjedi,  for  your 
inflruftion  and  direction. 

I.  Firft  then,  I  am  to  illgflrate  and  fupport  this  propo- 
fition, That  niinifters  ought  to  confider  themfelves,  and 
to  be  confidered  by  their  people,  as  entirely  fubordinatc 
to  God,  and  expeft  afliftance  in  their  labors,  and  fuccefs 
in  their  endeavors,  only  from  himfelf.  In  the  courfe  of 
this  illuftration,  it  is  my  intention,  at  once,  to  point  out 
the  meaning  and  import  of  the  propofition,  and  to  eftablifli 
its  truth  from  fcripture  and  experience;  For  this  purpofe 
I  beg  your  attention  to  the  following  obfervations. 

1.  The  fuccefs  of  the  gofpel  depends  wholly  upon  God, 
and  to  him  alone  mufl  the  glory  of  it  be  afcribed,  as  it  is 
he,  who  not  only  fends  and  employs,  but  who  furnilhes 
and  qualifies  all,  whom  he  employs  for  promoting  his 
fervice.  He  not  only  gives  the  commiffion  to  undertake^ 
but  he  imparts  the  ability  to  difcharge  the  truft.  This 
truth  is  manifeftly  included  in  the  apoftle's  words,  "  Who 
*^  then  is  Paul,  and  who  is  Apollos,  but  miniflers  by  whom 

**  ye  believed,  even  as  the  Lord  gave  to  every  man  ?"  He 
confiders  hirrtfelf  and  others,  only  as  minifters,  that  is,  as 
fervarits  fubjedt  to  the  direftion  and  authority  of  Chrift 
their  Lord  and  mafter,  unto  whom  they  are  to  be  inftru; 
inental  in  carrying  on  the  converfion  of  finners,  and  the 
edification  and  comfort  of  believers.  This  fimilitude 
however  of  itfelf,  does  not  fully  come  up  to  the  truth  the 

apoftle  would  inculcate.     A  man  who  is  but  a  fervant. 
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j^od  does  every  thing  by  the  authority,  and  under  the  di* 
redlion  of  his  mafter,  n?ay  yet  have  real  and  juft  ground, 
jfor  valuing  himfclf  upon  what  he  performs ;  in  cafe,  for  in- 
ftance  he  is  poCTelTed  of  uncommon  talents,  and  an  extra- 
ordinary capacity,  to  do  his  work  to  the  beft  advantage,  on 
this  fuppofition,  he  is  a  treafure  to  his  mafter,  the  fuccef^ 
of  whofe  diredion  may  in  a  great  meafure  be  afcribed  to 
the  fervantfs  (kill  and  ability  in  the  execution.  But  to 
exclude  every  pretence  of  this  fort,  the  apoftle  fubjoins 
what  brings  the  allufion  fully  up  to  his  purpofe ;  "  even 
"  as  the  Lord  gave  to  every  man."  Minifters  are  not 
only  fervants,  but  their  very  capacity  and  ability  to  fervc 
God  are  received  from  himfelf,  who  divides  to  every  man 
feverally,  as  he  will.  From  this  it  is  evident,  that  the  glo- 
ry and  honor  pf  the  whole  work,  and  the  fuccefs  of  every 
particular  fervant  employed  in  it,  is  entirely  owing  tp 
Chrift  their  great  Lord  and  mafter,  1  Cor.  iv.  y .  "  For  who 
**  maketh  thee  to  diflFer  frqm  another  ?  and  what  haft  thou 
**  that  thou  didft  not' receive!  now  if  thou  didft  receive 
"  it,  why  doft  thou  glory  as  if  thqu  haidft  r^ot  received  it  ?' • 

Let  us,  my  brethren,  confider  and cl well  upon  this  truth 
a  little,  for  it  is  full  of  inftruftiqn,  both  tp  minifters  and 
jpeople.  That  we  may  view  it  with  the  greater  cleamefs 
and  precifion,  let  me  pbferve,  that  there  are  twq  diftinft 
Jcinds  of  qualities,  which  are  each  in  their  place,  of  great 
importance  on  the  work  of  the  miniftry.  (i.)  The  en- 
dowments of  the  mind,  whether  original  and  natural,  or 
acquired  by  induftry  •,  thefe  laft  being  only  the  former  im- 
proved and  perfe6ted  by  education  and  exercife.  (2.) 
Holy  difpofitions,  which  are  of  the  utmoft  importance  and 
neceffity,  to  turn  the  other  into  their  proper  channel,  and 
to  give  them  force  and  influence  in  the  application.  Now 
both  thefe  are  equally  and  entirely  the  gift  of  God,  the 
firft  beinj;  indeed  in  fcripture  mod  commonly,  in  all  their 
extent  and  diverfity,  called  gifts ;  but  the  others  are  the 
effcd  of  the  gracious  and  fandlifying  influence  of  the  Holy 
Ghofl. 

(i.)  All  the  endowments  of  mind,  which  fit  a  man  for 
coinmon  or  fpecial  fervice,  are  the  gift  of  God.  What- 
ever capacity  of  talents^  wliatever  natural  advautages  pf 
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any  kind,  minifters  enjoy,  it  is  plain,  that  they  received 
tbem  from  God,  and  depend  upon  him  for  the  continuance 
and  ufe  of  them.  He  only  endows  them  with  knowledge 
and  comprehenfion,  to  underftand  bis  facred  truths  :  He 
only  endows  them  with  the  talent  of  f|xraking  well,  and 
enables  them  to  communicate  their  knowledge  to  others, 
in  an  agreeable  and  acceptable  manner,  Exod.  iv.  ii,  12. 
♦'  And  the  Lord  faid  unto  him,  Who  hath  made  man's 
•'  mouth  ?  or  who  maketh  the  dumb,  or  deaf,  or  the  feeing, 
^  or  the  blind  ?  have  not  1  the  Lord  i  Now  therefore  go, 
^'  and  I  will  be  with  thy  mouth,  and  teach  thee  what  thou 
**  (halt  fay,**  There  is  fomething  very  noble,  as  well  as 
inftruftive  in  thefe  paflages  of  fcripture,  which  reprefent 
even  the  fkill  of  the  tradefmen  to  be  employed  in  adorning 
the  vifible  fanftuary,  as  the  gift  of  God,  and  the  infpi- 
ration  of  his  fpirit.  Exod.  xxxi.  i,  2,  3,  4.  **  And 
•*  the  Lord  fpake  unto  Mofes,  faying,  fee,  I  have  called 
*^  by  name,  Bezaleel,  the  fon  of  Uri,  the  fon  of  Hur,  of 
^  the  tribe  of  Judah  :  and  I  have  filleSi  him  with  the  fpirit 
^*  of  God,  in  wifdom,  and  in  underftanding,  and  in  know- 
**  ledge,  and  in  all  manner  of  workmanftiip,  to  devlfe 
"  cunning  works,  to  work  in  gold,  and  in  filver,  and  in 
**  brafs."  And  again,  Exod.  xxxvi.  i.  "  Then  wrought 
*'  Bezaleel  and  Aholiab,  and  every  wife-hearted  man,  in 
"  whom  the  Lord  put  wifdom  and  underftanding,  to  know 
"  how  to  work  all  manner  of  work  for  the  fervice  of  the 
**  fan£luary,  according  to  all  that  the  Lord  had  com- 
"  manded.'* 

Further,  as  it  is  the  infpiration  of  the  Almighty,  that 
giveth  underftanding  both  in  a  jjeneral  and  compara- 
tive view,  fo  the  improvement  of  natural  parts  by  ac- 
quired  learning,  is  no  lefs  to  be  afcribed  to  him.  As  he 
gives  the  difpolition  and  ability,  fo  it  is  he  who  by  the 
courfe  of  his  providence  furnilhes  the  means,  and  prefent^ 
the  opportunity  of  making  progrefs.  Let  human  efforts 
be  what  they  will,  if  God  do  not  fmile  upon  them,  they 
will  infallibly  be  blafted.  An  all  feeing  and  fovereign  God 
has  determined  the  times  before  appointed,  and  the 
bounds  of  our  habitation,  and  every  perfon  who  will  fe- 
rioufly  refletl,  may  be  fenfible  how  all  his  purpofes  have 
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been  controuled  and  over-ruled  by  the  invifible  direftion 
of  the  great  Difpofer  of  every  event,  who  hath  pointed  out 
the  patlis  in  which  he  was  to  walk. 

(2.)  Let  us  alfo  remember,  that  it  is  God  who  endows 
his  minillers  with  their  brighteft  ornaments,  viz.  holy 
and  gracious  difpofilions,  whiqh  ferve  to  turn  their  other 
talents  into  the  proper  channel,  and  to  give  them  forco 
and  influence  in  the  application.     I  am  fenfible,  my  bre- 
thren, that  gifts  may  be  confidered  as  more  affiftant  to  the 
being  of  the  miniftry,  than  even  grace  itfelf.     We  juftly 
renounce <he  popifh  dodlrine,  that  the  efficacy  of  the  facra- 
ments,  or  other  ordinances,  depends  upon  the  intention 
or  inward  (late  of  the  adminiftrator.     In  oppofition  to  this 
the  Affembly's  Shorter  Catechifm  fays  juftly,  **  the  facra- 
**  ments,  (and  it  is  equally  true  of  every  other  ordinance) 
*'  become  effeSual  to  falvation,  not  from' any  virtue  in 
**  them,  nor  in  him  that  doth  adminifter  them,  but  only 
**  by  the  bleffing  of  Chrift,  and  the  working  of  his  fpirit  in 
**  them,  that  by  faith  receive  them."  A  hypocrite  cannot 
be  a  faithful,  but  he  may  be  in  fome  degree  a  fuccefsful  mi* 
nifter.  I  am  perfuaded  there  are  not  a  few  now  in  heaven, 
who  were  converted  and  edified  by  the  miniftry  of  thofe 
who  have  taken  up  their  abode  in  the  place  of  torment ; 
an  awful  refle£lion  this  indeed,  to  thofe  who  are  intruft- 
ed  with  the  office  of  the  miniftry.     It  brings  to  my  mind 
a  faying  of  an  eminent  and  pious  writer.     Minifters  are 
in  as  great  danger  of  deceiving  themfelves  as  others,  and 
in  fome  refpefts  greater,  for  they  may  be  apt  to  miftake 
their  readinefs  in  thinking  and  fpeaking  of  holy  things, 
and  thofe  gifts  which  God  beftows  upon  them,  for  the  be- 
nefit of  his  chofen,  for  the  fruit  and  evidence  of  gracious 
difpofitions  in  their  own  hearts. 

But  notwithftanding  all  this,  it  is  beyond  all  controver- 
fy,  that  one  of  the  moft  eflential  qualifications  of  a  good 
ininifter  is,  that  he  be  a  good  man.  It  is  a  very  difficult, 
as  well  as  it  is  a  very  dreadful  thing,  to  preach  an  un- 
known Saviour.  But  where  the  love  of  Chrift  dwells 
and  reigns  in  the  heart,  it  gives  fuch  attachment  to  his 
caufe,  fo  much  love  to  his  people,  fo  much  clearnefs  and 
comprehenfion  in  underftanding  bis  truths,  fo  great  vfiU 
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lingnefs,  or  rathef  defirc  to  communicate  them,  as  can* 
not  fail  to  have  the  greatefl  influence  oh  a  minifter's  dili- 
gence»  and  at  the  fame  time  gives  reafon  to  hope  that  he 
tvill  fpeak  from  faith  to  faith.  Thus  the  apoftle  expref- 
fcs  himfelf,  2  Cor.  iv.  13.  '*  We  having  the  fame  fpirit 
^  of  faith,  according  as  it  i^  written,  I  have  believed, 
*'  therefore  have  I  fpoken :  we  alfo  believe,  arid  therefore 
^  fpeak." 

Now  to  whom  is  a  minifter  indebted  for  bis  holy  dif- 
pofitions  ?  Who  implanted  in  him  that  love  to  Cfarift,; 
*rhich  infpireff  him  with  zeal  and  fidelity  in  Im  fcrvice  ? 
Take  the  anf^er  in*  the  words"  of  the  apoftfe,  2  Cor.  iv. 
5,  6.  "  For  we  preach  not  oiirfelves,  but  Chrift  Jefus' 
'•  our  Lord ;  and  burfelves  your  fervants  for  Jefus*  fake. 
•*  For  God  vvj^o  commanded  the  light  to  fliine  out  of 
**Jdarknefs,  hath  fhined  in  our  hearts,  to  give  the  light  of 
•«  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God,  in  the  face  of  Jefus 
<*  Chrift."  It  was  the  power  of  God  that  brought  him 
again  from  the  dead,  and  it  is  by  the  fpirit  of  God  d^Velfing 
in  him,  that  he  is  daily  fanctified  and  enabled  to  adom 
the  do£trine  of  God,  his  Saviour,  in  all  things.  So  that 
the  fire  of  his  miniftrations,  and  the  Irght  of  his  example, 
and  the  joint  influence  of  both,  are  to  be  ultimately  refer- 
red, and  will  by  him  be  moft  willingly  and  thankfully  at- 
tributed to  the  power  and  grace  of  God,  his  Redeemer,  of 
whofe  fulnefs  we  all  have  received,  and  grace  for  grace. 

2.  But  in  the  fecond  place,  the  fuccefs  of  the  gofpel  die- 
pends  entirely  on  God,  as  it  is  he  who  gives  efficacy  to 
the  inflruftions,  even  of  the  moft  eminent  and  beft  qua- 
lified minifters,  by  the  immediate  fupernatural  operation 
of  his  fpirit  and  grace.  Let  us  fuppofe  a  minifter  endued 
with  the  fineft  natural  parts,  and  thefe  improved  and  cul- 
tivated, by  all  the  advantages  of  human  learning.  Let 
him  have  the  moft  acute  and  penetrating  genius,  the  moft 
lively  imagination,  the  moft  folid  judgment,  the  moft 
charming  and  perfuafive  eloquence ;  in  fine,  let  him  have 
what  alone  is  of  more  value  than  all  thefe,  an  eminently 
pious  and  devout  heart.  With  fo  many  advantages  \\t 
Ihall  not  be  able  to  make  one  fincere  convert,  unlefs  al- 
mighty God  be  pleafed  to  open  the  way  by  his  divine 
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grace  into  the  hearts  arid  confciences  of  the  finner.     It 
is  not  then  merely  by  furnifliing  the  proper  means  and  by 
the  difpoRtion  of  hiaf  providence,  giving  them  anopporttl- 
hity  of  exerting  their  influence,  that  God  promotes  the  fuc- 
ters  of  the  gbfpel,    but  by  an  immediate  and  powertiil 
agency,  diftintt  from,  and  fupcrior  to  every  fecond  caufe. 
1  have  endeavoured  to  exprefs  this  with  the  greateft  ful* 
nefs,  and  the  greateft  clearnefs,  as  a  troth  of  the  utmoft 
importance;     While  we  believe  the  ufe  and  neceffity  of 
means  and  fecond  caufes,  we  ought  never  to  feparatc  them 
from,  or  forget  their  fubordination  to  God.     There  tail 
hardly  be  a  nobler  illudration  of  this  truth,  than  the  apof- 
tle  has  given  us  in  the  text,  by  a  natural  fimilitude.     **  I 
**  hi[ve  planted,"  fays  he,  **  ApoUos  watered,  but  God 
**  gave  the  increafe."     Hisf  expreffions  are  taken  froin 
hufbandry,  or  gardening,  which  is  a  particular  branch  of 
it.     By  art  allufion  to  thefe  arts,  he  explains  his  fubje£fc 
in  a  manner  level  to  the  capfacity  of  every  thinking  pcr- 
fon.     The  hulbandman  or  gardener  may  manure,  dig  up 
and  mellow  the  foil ;  he  may  foW  hisT  feed,  and  dfefs  his 
field  with  the  greateft  diligence  and  care :  but  what  a  lit- 
tle way  has  he  gone^  or  rather  indeed  he  hath  not  fo  much 
as  begun  the  great  procefs  of  growth  and  vegetation,  that 
daily  miracle,  may  I  not  call  it,  before  our  eyes.     How 
many  things  muft  necelfarily  concur,  which  are  beyond 
the  reach  of  his  power  ?   the  enlivening  heat  of  the  fun, 
the  refrefhing  dews  and  raid  from  the  bottles  of  heaven, 
are  wholly  under  the  direftion  and  difpofal  of  the  omni- 
potent Jehovah.     Cannot  he,  when  he  will,  make  the  hea- 
vens over  your  heads  as  brafs,  and  the  earth  under  your 
feet  as  iron  ?    Nay,  not  only  fo,  but  the  power  of  growing 
in  the  feed,  by  ftriking  out  its  roots,  and  opening  its  bud, 
and  the  natui^  difpofition  in  the  earth  to  nouriih  it,  are 
derived  not  from  any  virtue  inherent  in  the  things  them- 
fclves,  but  only  from  that  almighty  word,  **  Let  the  earth 
^'  bring  forth  every  tree  bearing  fruit,  and  every  herb 
•'  bearing  feed  after  its  kind."     Juft  fo  in  that  fpiritual 
hulbandry,  •  of  which  the  apoftle  is  fpeaking, .  min;fters  . 
may  fow  the  good  feed  of  the  word  of  God,  but  it  is  his 
own  prerogative  to  give  it  a  regenerating  and  fan&ifying 
Vol.  II.  4  D 
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efficacy,  and  make  it  produ^ve  of  faith  in  thb  heart,  aad 
good  works  in  the  life.  Minifters  may  continue  to  wa- 
ter the  feed  already  fown,  with  fuitable  inftru£kions  and 
exhortations,  and  the  diligent  ufe  of  all  thofe  means  which 
God  hath  appointed  for  the  eftablifiiment  and  growth  of 
' believers:  but  it  is  only  the  influence  of  his  own  fpirit 
that  makes  thefe  means  produ£live  of  the  defired  effi^. 
Therefore  the  apoftle  concludes,  in  language  drawn  from 
the  fimilitttde,  ^  So  then  neither  is  he  that  plantetfa 
**  any  thing,  neither  he  that  watereth,  but  God  that  giv* 
**  eth  the  increafe.'' 

This  important  truth,  ray  brethren,  is  capable  of  a  very 
{ull  and  clear  proof  from  the  facred  oracles.  £vety  thing 
we  find  recorded  there,  concerning  the  miffion  of  die^nt)* 
phets,  and  the  fuccefs  of  their  meflage,  carries  this  truth 
as  it  were  in  its  befom.  Nay,  the  great  prophet  of  the 
church  gives  us  this  very  view  ofhis  own  miniftry  as  the 
Son  of  man.  John  vi.  44,  45,  ^^  No  man  can  come  to 
^^  me,  except  the  Father  which  hath  fent  me,  draw  him : 
^*  and  I  will  raife  him  up  at,  the  laft  day.  It  is  written  in 
"  the  prophets,  and  they  Ihall  be  all  taught  of  God. 
**  Every  man,  therefore,  that  hath  beard  and  hath  learned 
**  of  the  Father,  cometh  unto  me*"  You  fee  that,  to  the 
commiiHon  which  our  Lord  gives  to  his  apoRIes^  is  annex- 
ed a  promife  of  his  prefence  and  power  to  accompany 
their  miniftrations.  Math,  xxviii.  19,  20.  **  Go  ye  there- 
^^  fore,  and  teach  all  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the  name 
"  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  holy  Ghoft, 
**  teaching  them  to  obferve  all  things  whatfoever  I  have 
**  commanded  you  :  and  lo  I  am  with  you  alway,  even  to 
**  the  end  of  the  world.     Amen." 

But  inftead  of  multiplying  paffages  of  fcripture,  I  fhall 
diredl  you  to  one,  which  will  fet  this  part  of  my  argument 
in  the  cleared  light.  It  is  that  paflage  which  gives  an  ac- 
count of  the  converfion  of  Lydia,  recorded  A£ts  xvi.  14. 
*'  And  a  certain  woman,  named  Lydia,  a  feller  of  purple, 
•*  of  the  city  of  Thyatira,  which  worfhippcd  God,  heard 
"  us,  whofe  heart  the  Lord  opened,  that  flie  attended  to 
**  the  things  that  were  fpoken  of  Paul."  Now  if  we  at- 
tend to  the  circumllanqes  of  this  converfion,  we  (ball  find 
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that  if  any  thing  could  have  been  efie£lually  done  without 
the  dire£t  and  immediate  concurrence  of  the  grace  of  God^ 
it  might  have  been  expeded  here.  The  cafe  was  cverjr 
way  promifing.  The  hearer  was  one  who  had  renounced 
idolatry,  and  ^embraced  the  worfliip  of  the  true  God.  She 
was,  it  is  not  improbable,  a  devout  woman;  lb  iar  as  her 
knowledge  reached ;  and  wanted  only  to  be  inftru£ted  ia 
the  faith  of  Chrift.  Here  was^  for  a  preacher  the  great 
apoftle  of  the  Gentiles.  I  need  fay  no  more  to  fhew  how 
well  qualified  he  was  to  do  his  part ;  and  yet  we  find  that 
even  in  this  mo&  favorable  cafe,  the  immediate  concur- 
rence of  divine  grace  was  neceifary  to  complete  the  work. 
The  Lord  mud  by  his  own  good  Spirit  open  the  heart  of 
Lydia,  elfe  even  the  apoftle  Paul,  with  all  his  divine  ac« 
complifhments,  and  a  heart  glowing  with  the  warmed 
zeal  for  the  glory  of  Chrift,  and  the  falvation  of  ibuls,  will 
be  but  an  unfucceisful  preachen 

I  need  not  make  ufe  of  any  feparate  arguments  to  con* 
vince  you^  that  this  holds  equally  true  of  the  growth  and 
comfort  of  believers,  as  of  the  converfion  of  fmners.  Whe- 
ther minifters  are  employed  in  planting  or  watering,  the 
inftrument  is  nothing ;  fuocefs  flows  only  from  God.  Let 
me  therefore  requeft  and  befeech  you  to  hear  and  adore 
the  ftriking  truth,  a  Paul  or  Apollos  in  the  pulpit  will  be 
altogether  unfuccefsful  without  the  almighty  power  and 
grace  of  God.  .  The  moft  clear  and  diftin£t  illuftration  of 
divine  crutbs,  without  inward  and  fpiritual  illumination^ 
will  leave  the  hearer  in  ignorance,  or  lead  him  into  error* 
The  moft  awful  denunciations  of  a  fon  of  thunder,  without 
divine  power,  will  leave  the  finner  hardened,  or  even  in- 
creafe  the  fearednefs  of  confcience.  The  moft  melting 
and  tender  application  to  the  affe£tions,  without  divine 
energy,  will  be  treated  with  contempt  and  fcom.  In  one 
word,  the  moft  lively .adminiftration  of  ordinances,  with- 
out the  blefiing  from  above,  will  be  but  in  the  language  of 
the  prophet,  as  a  mifcarrying  womb,  and  dry  breafts. 

My  brethren  you  may  not  only  be  convinced  of  this 
truth,  becaufe  it  is  recorded  in  the  word  of  God,  but  may 
fee  it  daily  exemplified  in  every  part  of  the  vifible  church* 
You  may  fee  the  fame  ordinances  acceptablei  dclight{ul« 
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and  profitable  to  fome ;  dcfertcd,  defpifed  and  refilled  by 
others.  Under  the  very  fame  adminiilration,  you  may 
fee  fome  efieflually  pe^fuaded  to  turn  to  the  living  Go(), 
walking  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  in  the  comfort  oftbe 
holy  Gboft,  and  daily  multiplied :  fome  on  the  other  hand 
caring  for  none  of  thefe  things,  but  flecping  in  fccurity, 
nay  fome  whofe  corruptions  are  irritated,  (welling  with 
rage,  contradicting  and  blafpheming,  all  which  is  wellde- 
jfcribed  by  the  apoftle  Paul,  %  Cor.  ii.  J5,  i^,  **  tor  wc 
**  are  unto  God  a  fweet  favor  of  Chrift,  in  them  that  are 
"  faved,  and  in  tliem  that  perifh.  f  o  the  one  we  are  the 
**  favor  of  death  unto  death  ;  and  to  the  other,  the  favor  of 
•*  life  unto  life ;  and  who  is  fufficient  for  thefe  things  ?'* 

3.  The  third  and  laft  obfervation  I  am  to  make  for  the 
lUuftration  of  this  truth  is,  that  fuccefs  in  the  gofpel  de- 
pends  wholly  ujx)n  God,  as  he  exercifes  much  of  his  owq 
Sovereignty  in  the  manner  pf  bed  owing  it.  He  takes  care, 
if  I  may  fpeak  fo,  to  (hew  that  it  is  from  himfelf,  by  the 
meafure  in  which  he  proportions  the  fuccefs  to  the  nature 
and  fu(Hciency  of  the  means  he  fees  proper  to  employ.  All 
is  frorri  God,  as  you  have  already  heard,  becaufe  the  difpo- 
fmgand  commiflioning  his  minifter§  is  originally  his  own 
work — -again,  becaufe  however  well  qualified  they  may  be, 
his  own  almighty  agency  is  neceffary  to  give  them  fuccefs. 
But  when  there  is  a  regular  proportion  always  obfervcd, 
between  the  means  and  the  end,  men  are  ready  to  over- 
look, or  forget  the  great  and  firft  caufe  of  alU  For  this 
reafon  he  fees  it  often  meet  to  manifcft  his  fovereignty,  in 
order  to  command  pur  attention,  by  working  without 
means,  or  by  the  weakeft  means,  or  even  contrary  to 
means,  and  blaftingthe  eflfecl  of  thofe  that  were  moft  ex- 
cellent and  promifmg  in  human  judgment.  Juftastbe 
beautiful  and  regular  order  of  the  natural  world,  the  mutu- 
al  dependance  of  one  part  upon,  and  its  fubferviency  to 
another,  is  a  proof  of  the  wifdom  and  omnipotence  of  the 
Creator.  Yet  he  fees  it  neceflary  fometimes,  to  interpofe, 
in  an  extraordinary  way,  and  to  controul  the  courfe  of 
nature,  to  (hew  that  it  is  abfolutely  at  his  comniand. 

Remember,  however,  my  bret'nren,  that  in  carrying  on 
the  work  of  die  gofpel,  God  ufually  proportions  the  fuccefs 
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tp  the  propriety  and  fufficiency  of  the  rnean^.  When  he 
has  much  work  to  do,  he  commonly  raifes  up  fome  perfons 
eminently  qualified ;  he  draws  from  his  quiver  fome  po- 
ll {hed  Ihafts,  to  pierce  the  ranks  of  oppofing  hofts.  Yet 
he  often  prefents  to  pur  view  fuch  circumftanccs  as  fervc 
Jo  ftiQW  the  dependance  of  all  means  upon  himfelf.  When 
the  gofpel  was  firft  preached,  the  apoftles  were  indeed  ful- 
ly fitted  and  fumiflied  for  their  work ;  but  it  was  by  a 
miracle.  They  were  originally  poor  illiterate  fiibermen, 
quite  unequal  inthemfelves  to  the  aftonifhing  undertaking^ 
of  producing  a  revolution  in  the  ftate  of  religion,  and  the 
fcntiments  of  mankind  over  the  whole  earth.  Such  per^ 
fons  feem  to  have  been  employed  for  this  wife  purpofe, 
•'  that  our  faith  might  not  ftand  in  the  wifdom  of  man^ 
"  but  in  the  power  of  God.*'  I  have  often  confidered  thi« 
matter  with  a  mixture  of  reverence  and  admiration. 

That  proper  refpeft  might  ftill  be  had  to  the  qualifica- 
tions of  minifters,  and  that  none  might  be  juftified  in 
pouring  contempt  on  human  fcience,  the  apollle  Paul,  a 
man  of  eminent  learning  and  ability,  was  the  mod  aftive^ 
ufeful  and  fuccefsful  of  all  the  apoftles ;  and  one  third  part 
at  lead,  of  the  whole  canon  of  the  New  Teftament,  was 
written  by  him.  At  the  fame  time  there  were  fuch  cir- 
cumdances  in  his  calling  apd  converfion,  as  made  him  one 
of  the  mod  illudrious  monuments  of  the  fovereignty  and 
riches  of  divine  grace,  th^t  any  age  has  produced. 
:  In  the  fame  manner,  '^^^  fee  every  day  the  cleared 
proofs  of|  the  power,  wifdom,  and  fovereignty  of. God. 
vVe  fee  that  he  many  times  gives  extraordinary  and  fen. 
fible  affidance  to  thofe  whom  he  employs  in  his  own' 
work.  So  that  they  bpth  perceive  and  confefs  that  it  is 
not  they,  but  the  grace  of  God,  that  is  with  them.  Some* 
times  thofe  of  very  moderate,  or  even  of  the  weaked  natu- 
ral abilities,  have  an  undtipn  from  the  holy  one,  and  by 
their  piety  and  diligence  become  workmen  that  need  not 
be  afhamed,  rightly  dividing  the  word  of  truth.  This  may 
be  confidered  as  an  accpmplifliment  of  what  Ifaiah  fays  of 
himfelf,  Ifaiah  1.  4.  "  And  the  I-ord  God,  hath  given  me 
^'  the  tongue  of  the  learned,  that  I  fliould  know  how  to 
'^  fpeak  ^  word  in  feafon  to  him  that  is  weary.*'     See  alfo 
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the  exprcffion  of  the  Pfalmift,  Pfal.  xxv.  14.  "  The  fe- 
**  cret  of  the  Lord  is  "With  them  that  fear  him  :  and  be 
^  will  Ihew  them  is  covenant."  Our  Lord  promifes  to 
his  difctples  extraordinary  afliflance,  in  time  of  extraordi- 
nary trials  and  fuflering,  Luke  xxi.  14,  15.  ^^  Settle  it 
^  therefore  in  your  hearts,  not  to  meditate  before,  what  yc 
^^  fhali  anfwer.  For  I  will  give  you  a  mouth  and  wifdom, 
^  which  all  your  adverfaries  fhall  not  be  able  to  gainfay, 
*'  nor  refill."  And  to  name  one  more  paflage,  it  is  pro- 
pbefied  by  Ifaiah  of  the  gofpel  times,  chapter  xxxii.  4, 
^  The  heart  alfo  of  the  rafii  (hall  underftand  knowledge, 
^^  and  the  tongue  oi  the  fiammerers  fiiall  be  ready  to  fp^ 
•*  plainly," 

In  a  former  part  of  this  difcourfe,  I  have  admitted  that 
gifts  may  be  confidered  as  more  neceflary  to  the  being  of 
the  miniftry,  than  even  grace  itfelf.  Yet  certainly  true 
veligion  in  the  heart,  is  of  far  greater  impoltance  to  the 
fuccefs  and  efficacy  of  the  miniftry,  than  eminence  or 
gifts.  It  feems  often  the  very  purpoie  of  divine  provi- 
dence, to  pour  contempt  upon  unfan£lified  talents.  The 
humble  paftor  of  meaner  rank,  who  loves  his  mafter,  bis 
work,  and  his  people,  (hall  often  have  many  feals  of  his 
miniftry,  while  the  perfon  of  fuperior  parts  is  urged  by 
ambitious  views  into  the  unprofitable  paths  of  worldly  ho- 
nors, or  inftigated  by  unmortified  paflSon,  to  mar  the  fuc- 
cefs of  his  miniftry,  by  launching  out  into  the  tempeftu- 
ous  ocean  of  political  conteft  and  fa£Uon.  But  befides 
the  unfruitfulnefs  of  unfanftified  talents,  there  are  alfo  ma- 
ny proofs  of  the  foveteignty  of  God-,  in  refufing  his  bleiling, 
and  making  the  beft  minifters  in  a  great  meafure  unpro- 
fitable to  a  people,  in  righteous  judgment  for  their  paft  fins. 
Even  Ifaiah  could  fay,  chap,  liii.  i,  "  Who  hath  believed 
•'  our  report,  and  to  whom  is  the  arm  of  the  Lord  reveal- 
**  ed  ?"  Our  blefled  Lord  himfelf  upbraided  many  of  the 
cities  where  his  mighty  works  were  done,  becaufe  of  their 
unbelief,  and  indeed  upon  many  of  his  hearers  his  miniftry, 
inftead  of  a  faving,  had  a  hardening  effeft,  John  iii.  19. 
•'  And  this  is  the  condemnation,  that  light  is  come  into 
•'  the  world,  and  men  loved  darknefs  rather  than  light, 
♦'  becaufe  their  deeds  were  evil.*'     The  fame  thing  is  dfc- 
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where  refblved  into  the  lively  and  righteous  judgment  oC 
God.  John  xii.  39,  40.  "  Therefore  they  could  not  be- 
^^  lieve,  becaufe  that  Efaias  (aid  again,  he  hath  blinded 
**  their  eyes,  and  hardened  their  heart ;  that  they  ihoukl 
*^  not  fee  with  their  eyes,  nor  underdand  with  their  heart, 
**  and  be  converted,  and  I  fliould  heal  them." 

I  proceed  now  to  make  fome  praflical  improvement  of 
what  hath  been  faid.     And  in  the 

Firft  place,  a  deep  and  lively  impreflion  of  the  truth  I 
have  endeavored  to  illudrate  and  fupport,  will  be  to  thofe 
who  preach  the  gofpel,  an  excellent  prefervative  from  ma- 
ny temptations.  It  will  preferve  them  from  truiling  in 
themfelves,  it  will  keep  them  Hill  looking  upward,  and 
engage  them  to  maintain  a  continual  intercourfe  with  the 
Father  of  lights,  and  the  author.of  every  good  and  perfedt 
gift.  It  will  alfo,  particularly  be  an  excellent  mean  of 
preferving  them  from  the  dangerous  extremes  of  o(lenta« 
tion  and  floth.  Oh,  how  unbecoming  a  minifler,  is  a 
vain-glorious  difplay  of  human  art,  burning  incenfe  to  his 
own  vanity,  and  preaching  himfelf,  when  he  is  called  to 
preach  Chrift  Jefus  the  Lord  ?  It  is  no  wonder  that  God 
Ihould  in  his  providence,  pour  difgrace  and  difappoint* 
ment  on  that  miniilry,  that  is  carried  on  in  fuch  a  man« 
ner,  as  to  aim  more  at  promotiilg  the  credit  of  the  fervant, 
than  the  honor  of  the  mailer.  On  the  other  hand,  with 
what  countenance  can  they  look  up  to  God  for  a  bleffing, 
who  have  been  at  no  pains  to  qualify  themfelves  for  his 
fervice.  As  oftentation  provokes  the  divine  jealoufy,  {o 
i^^gligcnce  is  difobedience,  prefumption,  and  precifely 
what  the  fcripture  calls  tern pting  God.  I  would  never  de- 
fire  to  be  confidered,  as  one  who  would  encourage  men^ 
to  rufli  into  a  pulpit  unprepared,  and  difgrace  their  ho- 
norable  calling,  by  rude,  undigeiled,  diforderly  effufions, 
or  fuch  mean,  llovenly,'  indecent  language,  as  lays  the 
hearers  under  the  ilrongeft  temptation,  to  treat  it  with 
an  infolence  of  indignation  and  contempt.  Let  me  com- 
mend this,  to  the  attention  of  fuch  young  perfons,.  as  may 
have  an  eye  to  the  facred  office.  My  dear  fellow  (ludents, 
how  happy  they,  who  can  unite  together,  the  fimplicity  of 
the  gofpel,  and  the  dignity  of  t&e  pulpit ;  who  are  on  the 
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one  hand,  not  aifhamed  6f  the  crofs,  and  the  ignom1ff]|^ 
that  attends  it ;  and  on  the  other,  as  devoted  fervants,  are 
rcfolved  to  comply  with  the  counfel  gitenby  the  apo&le 
Paul  to  Timolhy,  i  Tim.  iv,  15, 16.  "  Meditate  upon 
•*  thefe  things,  give  thyfelf  wholly  to  them  ;  that  thy  pro. 
^  fiting  may  appear  unto  all.  Take  heed  urrto  thy fctf,  and 
**  unto  thy  dodlrine ;  continue  in  them ;  for  in  doing 
**  this,  thou  Ihalt  both  fave  thyfelf,  and  them  thai  heatf 
*^  thee." 

2.  A  deep  impreffion  of  the  tfoth  I  have  ^hdeavored  td 
illullrate,  will  be  an  excellent  prefervative  to  the  hearers 
of  the  gofpel,  from  many  temptations,  which  often  ren- 
der their  attendance  on  ordinances,  as  fruitlefs  or  pernici- 
ous. It  will  purify  their  views  and  motives,  in  attending 
on  ordinances.  It  will  deliver  them  from  a  finful  and 
unreafonable  attachment  to  men,  and  carry  them  more 
immediately  into  the  prefence  of  the  living  God  :  it  wil! 
fave  them  from  that  giddy,  unfettled  difpofition,  of  run- 
ning with  unbounded  curiofity,  from  one  to  another,  not 
that  they  may  be  built  up  in  holinefs  and  comfort,  but 
that  their  imagination  and  fancy  may  be  gratified.  It 
will  preferve  them  from  hearing  the  gofpel,  merely  as 
critics,  in  order  to  pafs  their  judgment  on  the  foundncfs 
or  ability  of  their  teachers,  which,  with  whatever  pride  or 
felf-fufficiency  it  may  be  done,  is  as  empty  and  unprofit- 
able a  manner  of  hearing,  as  any  that  can  be  named.  It 
will  fettle  their  edeem  of,  and  attachment  to  their  paftors^ 
upon  the  beft,  and  moll  immoveable  foundation.  They 
will  thtrn  love  them  for  their  work's  fake,  they  will  love 
them  for  their  mailer's  fake,  they  will  love  them  for 
their  own  foul's  fake,  and  for  their  fubferviency  to  their 
daily  edification.  It  will  carry  them  to  the  throne  of 
grace,  and  incline  them  to  make  continual  and  fervent 
fupplication  to  God,  for  his  afliftance  and  Qountenance  to 
his  minillers,  in  his  own  work ;  and  this  will  bring  them 
to  his  houfe,  in  the  bell  and  happieft  temper  for  hearing 
with  profit :  in  one  word,  it  will  make  them,  in  a  great 
meafure,  lofe  view  of  the  creature,  and  hear  the  gofpel, 
not ''  as  the  word  of  man,^t  as  it  is  indeed,  and  in  truth, 
"  the  word  of  God*" 
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3.  Let  me  intreat  the  prayers  of  this  congregation, 
tot  the  miniflcrs  of  the  gofpel  in  general,  and  for  us,  who 
minifter  among  you  in  holy  things,  that  we  may  be 
abundantly  qualified,  for  the  difcharge  of  our  impor- 
tant truft  in  all  its  parts.  The  apoftle  Paul,  though  ex- 
traordinarily called,  though  Angularly  qualified,  and  emi- 
nently aflifted,  never  fails  to  alk  the  prayers  and  inter- 
ceflion  of  the  faithful,  in  his  behalf,  Eph.  vi.  19.  "  And 
*'  for  me,  that  utterance  may  be  given  unto  me,  that  I  may 
**  open  my  mouth  boldly,  to  make  known  the  myflery  of 
"  the  gofpel."  After  this  approved  example,  I  hope  you 
will  forgive  me,  if  I  put  in  a  particular  claim  in  my  own 
behalf,  for  your  intereft  at  the  throne  of  grace.  I  make  no 
merit  at  all,  of  having  left  country,  and  kindred,  and 
connexions  of  the  deareft  kind,  in  order  to  ferve  the  in- 
tereft of  the  church  of  Chrift,  in  this  part  of  the  globe  :  for 
I  confider  with  pleafure,  the  onenefs  of  his  body,  and  the 
extent  of  the  catholic  churchy  that  there  (hall  come  from 
the  eaft,  and  from  the  weft,  and  from  the  north,  and  from 
the  fouth,  and  fet  down  with  Abraham,  and  Ifaac,  and 
Jacob,  in  the  kingdom  of  their  father.  Could  we  but 
think  as  we  ought,  of  the  great  removal,  which  we  are 
making  from  time  to  time,  into  an  eternal  ftate  ;  the  re- 
moval of  our  bodies,  and  the  change  of  our  fcene  of  fer- 
vice  from  Europe  to  America,  would  appear  altogether 
unworthy  of  notice.  But  when  I  confider  the  refpeft  and 
afFcftion,  fo  much  above  my  defert,  that  have  been  (hewn 
to  me,  fince  my  arrival  in  this  place,  and  the  tcftimonies 
of  joy  and  fatisfaflion,  which  have  been  given  by  all 
ranks,  I  am  filled  with  the  greateft  concern  :  I  fay  I  am 
filled  with  the  greateft  concern,  becaufe  it  plainly  implies 
an  expeftation  of  duty  and  fervice  from  me,  which  I  fear 
1  fhall  be  ill  able  to  perform.  Let  me  therefore,  on  fo 
juft  a  foundation,  not  folicit  only,  but  demand  an  intereft 
in  your  prayers.  Pray  that  an  all-fufficient  God,  may  give 
ftrength  from  above,  and  may  pour  down  his  bleflTing  on 
the  public  inftitution  in  this  place,  which  upon  the  beft 
information,  I  think  I  may  fay  has  been  founded  in  faith ; 
and  therefore,  why  fhould  not  we  continue  to  ferve  it  in 
hope  ?  Pray  that  fuccefs  may  attend  the  miniftry  of  the  gof» 
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]>el  in  this  place ;  and  that  if  it  pleafe  God,  the  efleem 
and  affeftion  {hewn  to  me,  by  all  to  whom  I  ftand  now 
related,  may  not  be  lefs  than  it  is,  for  I  have  not  the  lead 
reafon  to  defire,  nor  indeed  the  courage  to  hope,  that  it  can 
poffibly  be  greater.  Once  more,  pray  that  my  beloved 
charge,  whom  I  left  in  Scotland,  and  will  never  forget, 
may,  by  the  fpecial  conduft  of  divine  Providence,  be 
fupplied  with  a  faithful  paftor,  who  may  feed  them  with 
knowledge  and  underftanding. 

4.  In  the  lad  place,  fuffer  me  to  conclude,  by  addref- 
fing  a  few  words  to  thofe  in  this  affembly,  who  are,  or 
who  have  reafon  to  fufpedl  themfclves  to  be  in  a  fiatc  of 
didance  from  God«  I  know  that  he  himfelf  only  caii 
change  your  hearts.  Yet  he  hath  given  it  in  charge  to  his 
ininiflers,  that  you  ihould  receive  warning.  And  be  af- 
fured,  that  if  you  defpife  the  meffage,  if  you  trample  upon 
the  divine  mercy^  and  refill  the  Spirit  of  God,  when 
pleading  with  you  in  his  word,  or  ftriving  and  bearing 
witnefs  againft  you  in  your  confciences ;  your  cverlafting 
perdition  will  lie  entirely  at  your  own  door.  G  )d  will 
be  juft  when  he  fpeaketh,  and  clear  when  he  judge tli. 
Confider,  1  befeech  you,  that  there  is  certainly,  to  all  of  us 
here  prefent,  one  .thing  that  is  needful.  It  fignifies  very 
little,  whether  you  pafs  the  little  uncertain  time  that  you 
fliall  yet  be  in  the  body,  in  abundance  or  in  penury,  in 
honor  or  in  (hame,  compared  to  what  fhall  become  of  you 
forever.  Lay  thefe  things  to  heart,  then,  in  this  day  of 
your  merciful  vifitation.  There  is  but  one  way  to  efcape : 
"  Believe  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Ghrift,  that  be- 
*^  lieving  you  may  have  life  through  his  name.'' 


END  OF  SECOND  VOLUMEt 
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